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I
n the UAE, the 999 hotline supports the country’s progressively more 

efficient safety and security. It’s literally a life-saver during any kind of 

accidents, fires, and medical crises that need prompt attention. 

The 999 hotline is the emergency number we’re supposed to dial in a 

life-and-death situation, when every second matters; that’s why the helpline 

responds to calls within 10 seconds of the caller connecting to the helpline. 

When it’s not life-and-death and you just need assistance or answers to 

an inquiry that can wait for more minutes, who would you call? Well, 

definitely don’t dial 999 in a non-emergency, because then you might be 

taking those precious 10 seconds away from someone who needs help a lot 

more urgently.

That’s what our cover story this month explains: for 999 to serve the 

public even more efficiently, people need to know when to call 901, the 

dedicated hotline for non-emergency situations. General awareness of 901 

has been steadily increasing, but it needs to go up even more to help the 

UAE attain or exceed its public safety targets.

Let’s take some of the situations seen in the UAE to illustrate what we’ve 

said above. This month, we discuss how not to put your life at risk when 

hiking in the great outdoors of this country, especially in the mountains; 

how to prevent children from falling off high-rise buildings — and dying; and 

how to discourage beggars, who are usually neither really poor nor 

law-abiding individuals. In any of these scenarios, when there’s a life at 

stake, 999 is the number to call; when getting assistance or giving 

information can wait a few more minutes, 901 is the number to call.

Technology and human touch, two of the primary elements of the UAE’s 

emergency response, are set to power the nation’s journey towards its goal 

of becoming the best country in the world in the next five decades. As Expo 

2020 Dubai enters its last month in March 2022, we analyse its legacy for 

the UAE and speak to one of the key figures associated with the event. One 

of the crowning glories of that legacy is the Museum of the Future, 

described as “the most beautiful building in the world”. We have a report on 

the Museum, which opened to the public in February 2022.

The future also includes a new economic direction for the UAE, based on 

diversification and some globally competitive taxation that would fund 

infrastructure expansion. We have an explainer on the corporate tax regime 

that comes into effect next year.

As we all know, the power of women is an increasingly important part of 

the future — locally and globally. March 8 being International Women’s Day, 

this magazine puts its hands together for all the outstanding women of the 

UAE who are role models for the present and future inhabitants of this 

country. It’s a brave new post-pandemic world, and we’re just starting the 

most exciting part of our national journey.

When there’s a 

life at stake, 999 

is the number 

to call; when 

getting assistance 

can wait a few 

more minutes, 

901 is the number 

to call

EdITOr’S LETTEr

Emergency? Who would you call?
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President issues new family business ownership governance law

Khalifa highlights UAE’s pioneering green agenda 
His Highness President Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan highlighted the UAE’s 
pioneering environmental efforts and 
sustainable vision that aims to address climate 
change, on the occasion of the 25th National 
Environment Day. 

His Highness underscored the UAE’s 
achievements on environmental protection 
and stressed the need for stronger public and 
private partnerships to sustain efforts on this 
front. 

“The National Environment Day, which we 
celebrate for the 25th year, is an important 
occasion to remember the efforts of the UAE’s 
leaders and people over the past 50 years, 
made to protect the environment, preserve the 
country’s natural resources, and invest in its 
land in a way that is conducive to providing 
continued prosperity and happiness for us 
and generations to come,” said His 
Highness.

“Coinciding with the UAE’s hosting of the 
Conference of the Parties to the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change (COP28) in 2023, this year’s edition 
of National Environment Day takes place 
under the theme “Climate Action Now”, 
which aims to spread awareness and enable 
all members of the community to participate in 
this action to lessen the causes of climate 
change and enhance our adaptation to its 

repercussions,” His Highness added.
The President emphasised: “We call upon 

our government institutions, the private sector, 
public benefit organisations, and individuals, 
to carry out their social, ethical, and 
humanitarian responsibilities towards 
protecting the environment and climate.”

NEWS

President His 
Highness Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan has issued a 
new family business 
ownership 
governance law that 
aims to further 
enhance the family-
owned business 
legislative ecosystem 
by adopting a more 
flexible and 
sustainable economic 
model. 

The enactment of 
this new legislation 
comes in line with 
best international 
governance practices. 

The law is 
expected to boost 
family businesses’ 
contribution to the diversification of the 
economy. It prevents the selling of shares or 
dividends to individuals/companies outside 
the family and requires prior approval from 

family partners before a shareholder sells 
their respective equity stake to a non-family 
member.

Owners of family businesses can also 

issue family-owned 
shares with weighted 
voting rights and 
prevent the pledging 
of family-owned 
businesses as 
encumbered assets, to 
avoid expropriation.

The provisions of 
this law are 
applicable to 
family-owned 
businesses on an 
opt-in basis for owners 
or co-founders by 
submitting a request to 
the Abu Dhabi 
Department of 
Economic 
Development, which 
will issue the executive 
and administrative 
regulations of the new 

law from March 2022.
The law does not apply to family-owned 

businesses where non-family members own 
more than 40 per cent of shares.
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Mohammed bin Rashid, Mohamed bin Zayed review UAE’s mega projects 

VP approves UAE Cabinet resolution on new work models, permits
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime 
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, has 
approved a new Cabinet resolution that 
outlines new work models and work permits 
under the new UAE labour law.

Cabinet Resolution No. (1) of 2022 
identifies 6 work models and 12 work 
permits, based on the type of residency status.

The Ministry of Human Resources and 
Emiratisation may introduce more work 
models as may be required by the demands 
of the local labour market. It is also mandated 
to provide standard form employment 
contracts for the various work models.

The Executive Regulations under the new 
Cabinet resolution will regulate the activities 
of intermediation, temporary recruitment, and 
employment outsourcing activities across the 
country.

six job models
1.  remote work: It enables full-time 

and part-time employees to work 
completely or partially outside the office.

2.  shared job model: The employees’ 
contracts under this model are governed 
by part-time job regulations.

3.  Full-time: Working for one employee 
for a full workday.

4.  Part-time: Working for one or more 
employers for a specified number of 
hours or days scheduled for work.

5.  temporary: This can be a contract 
for a specific period or on a project 
basis that ends with the job’s 
completion.

6.  Flexible: Employees are allowed to 
work at different times based on the 
conditions and requirements of the job. 

12 work permits
1.  temporary work permit: It 

enables employers to hire on a project 
basis for a fixed period of time.

2.  One-mission permit: It allows 
companies to recruit an employee from 
abroad for temporary work/specific 
projects to be completed in a certain 
period of time.

3.  Part-time work permit: It allows 
workers to render services to more than 
one employer based on a fixed number 
of hours or days.

4.  Juvenile permit: It enables 
employers to hire juveniles aged 

between 15 and 18 under the 
conditions outlined in the law.

5.  student training permit: It enables 
companies and establishments to train 
and recruit teenagers aged 15 under 
specific regulations that ensure a healthy 
work environment.

6.  UAe/GCC national permit: It is 
issued when hiring UAE and GCC 
nationals.

7.  Golden Visa Holders permit: It is 
issued when hiring a Golden Visa 
holder inside the UAE.

8.  national trainee permit: It allows 
companies to train UAE nationals based 
on their qualifications or fields.

9.  Freelancer permit: It is issued for 
self-sponsored expats who wish to 
provide a certain service for a fixed 
period of time.

10.  Permit to hire a worker from 
outside the country

11.  Permit to transfer an expat 
worker’s employment from one 
facility registered in the ministry to 
another

12.  Permit for expats sponsored by 
family

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and 
Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of 
Dubai, and His Highness Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of 
Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, held 
a meeting to discuss UAE’s strategic plans 
and mega projects. 

The agenda of the meeting focused on 
enhancing growth and social welfare, as 
well as the government’s efforts to provide 
the highest quality of life to both citizens 
and residents.

The two leaders discussed the development 
and economic initiatives that form part of the 
‘Projects of the 50’, and the preparations for 
the next phase of the nation’s growth.

Their Highnesses also explored ways to 
further enhance the participation of the 
youth and raise their contributions to the 
nation’s development journey.

W
AM
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Abu Dhabi Crown Prince boosts bilateral ties with world leaders

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and 
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed 
Forces, held high-level meetings with several 
world leaders including Turkey President Recep 
Tayyip Erdoǧan and Chinese President Xi Jinping.

In his meeting with Erdoǧan during his state 
visit to the UAE, HH Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed expressed hope that this “significant visit 
would create further momentum to strengthen 
cooperation and build a new prosperous phase 
of partnerships for the higher good” of the two 

countries and their peoples.
The two leaders reviewed the prospects of further 

consolidating bilateral relations and advancing 
economic cooperation in various fields such as 
investment, development, agriculture, food security, 
health, technology, innovation, space projects, 
artificial intelligence and renewable energy. 

The two sides also exchanged views on 
several issues and developments in the Middle 
East, stressing that the two countries agree on 
the importance of supporting efforts and 
peaceful solutions aimed at enhancing security, 

peace, and stability in the region.
Meanwhile, HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 

and Xi Jinping discussed ways of advancing 
their countries’ strategic ties and exploring 
opportunities to expand cooperation, particularly 
in investment and economy.

The two leaders also took stock of the latest 
regional and global issues of common concern, 
when the Chinese leader received His Highness 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed and his 
accompanying delegation at a grand banquet 
in the Great Hall of the People in Beijing.

Mohamed bin Zayed bolsters UAE relations with African nations

Mohamed bin Zayed offers grant to ‘Harvard Stem Cell Institute’

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of 
Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, 
bolstered the UAE’s relations with 
African nations of Kenya and South 
Sudan.

His Highness met with Kenyan 
President Uhuru Kenyatta and South 
Sudan President Salva Kiir Mayardit. 

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed and 
Kenyatta strengthened their countries 
relations in the fields of economy, 
trade, investment, agriculture, amongst 
other areas. The two sides also 
discussed a number of issues of interest, 

including bolstering cooperation and 
coordination at the United Nations to 
support common issues and goals in 
light of the two countries’ membership 
in the UN Security Council.

Meanwhile, the Abu Dhabi Crown 
Prince and Mayardit discussed their 
countries’ bilateral relations as well as 
prospects of expanding their 
cooperation in various fields. They 
also tackled several regional and 
global issues of mutual interest.

The meeting also touched upon Expo 
2020 Dubai and the importance of 
South Sudan’s participation in this 
global event.

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and 
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed 
Forces, has announced a financial grant to the 
Douglas Melton Laboratory at the Harvard Stem 
Cell Institute, to bolster research focusing on 

accelerating gene editing approaches for 
pancreatic beta cell replacement therapy.

The grant was part of His Highness’ global 
health initiative “Reaching the Last Mile,” which 
aims to end diseases and strengthen health 
systems. 

This commitment is another step in the UAE’s 
long-standing ethos of forging enduring 
relationships that work to achieve sustainable 
change, backed by a belief in building a future 
that ensures stability, promotes dignity and 
encourages inclusion for all.

NEWS

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed’s meetings with Turkey President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan (left photo) and Chinese President Xi Jinping W
AM

W
AM

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed with Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta
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Saif bin Zayed holds talk with Bengali Interior Minister
His Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior, met with 
Asaduzzaman Khan, Home Affairs Minister 
of Bangladesh, to discuss ways to further 
enhance ties and cooperation between their 
countries, particularly in the security and 
policing spheres. 

Held at Expo 2020 Dubai, their meeting 

tackled a number of issues of mutual interest. 
The two officials visited the Bangladesh 

pavilion at the World Expo, accompanied 
by Mohammed Abu Zafar, Ambassador of 
the People’s Republic of Bangladesh to the 
UAE; several officials at the Ministry of 
Home Affairs of Bangladesh; and several 
senior Emirati officials at the Ministry of 
Interior.

Interior Minister meets Saudi counterpart at Expo 2020 Dubai
His Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior, and HRH Prince Abdulaziz bin Saud bin 
Nayef bin Abdulaziz, Minister of Interior in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, discussed ways to further 
advance cooperation between their two countries, 
especially in the areas of security and policing.

They also tackled a number of issues of common 
interest and touched upon the significant contribution 
of Expo 2020 Dubai in bringing different cultures 
amidst the global pandemic.

The two officials visited the UAE and Saudi 
pavilions at the Expo. At the UAE pavilion, HH 
Sheikh Saif toured the Saudi Minister around the 
exhibitions that feature UAE’s ongoing achievements 
in various fields. At the Saudi pavilion, the two 
ministers were briefed on the highlights of the ancient 
history and civilisation of the kingdom as well as 
current and future mega projects.

Saif bin Zayed welcomes King of Belgium to UAE
His Highness Lt General 
Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior, warmly 
welcomed King Philippe of 
Belgium on his official visit to 
the UAE.
The Belgian monarch was 

accompanied by Queen 
Mathilde of Belgium, to 
celebrate Belgium’s National 
Day at Expo 2020 Dubai. 
HH Sheikh Saif bin Zayed 

and King Philippe 
exchanged cordial talks on 
the distinguished relations that the UAE 
and Belgium share. They also discussed 
ways to further enhance efforts to 
bolster the ties between their nations 

during their meeting at Expo 2020 
Dubai.

On the sidelines of the Expo visit of King 
Philippe’s accompanying delegation, HH 
Sheikh Saif bin Zayed and his Belgian 

counterpart—Annelies 
Verlinden, Minister of Interior, 
Institutional Reforms and 
Democratic Renewal—signed 
a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) to 
strengthen their countries’ 
cooperation in the fields of 
security and combating crime.

The memorandum is aimed 
at stepping up cooperation in 
exchanging knowledge, 
experiences, and best 
practices in the policing field.

During their meeting, HH 
Sheikh Saif and the Belgian Minister 
discussed several issues of common interest 
and stressed the importance of promoting 
relations between the two friendly nations.

W
AM
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GCC Interior Ministries bolster security cooperation

MoI launches first traffic campaign of 2022
tHe Ministry of Interior (MoI), represented by the Federal 
Traffic Council, launched the first traffic awareness 
campaign for 2022, under the slogan ‘Safety of 
Pedestrians and Drivers from Run-over Accidents’. 

The campaign aims to enhance awareness on the 
importance of adhering to traffic rules and giving priority 
to pedestrians crossing from designated places.

It likewise reminds drivers and other road users of the 
importance of paying attention while driving, and 
adhering to the prescribed speed limits to avoid run-over 
accidents.

The campaign educates pedestrians about the necessity 
of safe crossing from the places designated to avoid 
accidents and injury.

Major General Engineer Advisor Mohammed Saif Al 
Zafin, Chairman of the Federal Traffic Council at MoI and 
Assistant Commander-in-Chief for Operations Affairs in 
Dubai Police, said that the campaign was part of a series 
of major MoI campaigns in 2022 at the state level. 

Al Zafin said that the campaign was being implemented 
in cooperation with traffic and patrols departments around 
the country, and other authorities concerned with traffic 
safety in the public and private sectors.

NEWS

MAJOr General Staff Khalifa Hareb 
Al Khaili, Undersecretary of the 
Ministry of Interior (MoI), spearheaded 
the UAE delegation participating in the 
virtual meeting of the Ministers of 
Interior of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC).

The meeting discussed several topics 
related to security cooperation and 
developments amongst the GCC states. 
The attendees reviewed reports 
submitted by relevant security agencies 
and committees. 

Key topics on the agenda included 

a review of the Arab 
Gulf Security 3 joint 
tactical exercise, held in 
Saudi Arabia at the end 
of January 2022; and 
the preparations 
underway for the launch 
of a unified awareness 
plan on combating 
narcotics and their 
negative impact on 
society. The latter 
initiative would have the 
participation of the 
Health Councils of the 
GCC states.

The MoI delegation 
included Brigadier 
Eng. Hussain Ahmed Al 
Harthy, Director 
General of Smart 
Services and Digital 
Security at the Ministry 
of Interior; Brigadier Dr 

Jamal Saif Fares; Brigadier Ahmed Al 
Marar from the Office of the Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior; Lt Colonel Dana Al 
Marzouqi, Director General of the 
International Affairs Office; and 
several officers.

Major General Staff Khalifa Hareb Al Khaili
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Al Mazrouei lauds Police College for excellent training 

Abu  Dhabi  Police,  Zayed  House  sign  MoU  for  juvenile  offenders

tHe Abu Dhabi Police General Command 
has signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
with Zayed House for Islamic Culture, with 
the aim of enhancing cooperation in the 
areas of providing services, courses, 
workshops and religious, cultural and 
awareness programmes for minors and 
delinquents placed under judicial rulings, in 
order to contribute to social and humanitarian 
responsibility.

The MoU was signed by Brigadier Ahmed 

Masoud Al Mazrouei, Director of the 
Community Security Sector at Abu Dhabi 
Police, and HE Dr Nidal Mohamed Al 
Tunaiji, Director General of Zayed House for 
Islamic Culture.

Under the MoU, the partnership will mainly 
focus on supporting and improving the 
services both sides provide, forming technical 
and administrative work teams, and 
monitoring task implementation, in 
accordance with the MoU objectives. The 

MoU also intends to spread the knowledge 
and culture of the teachings of Islam for the 
benefit of society.

Ahmed Al Mazrouei explained that the 
partnership served the objectives of the police 
leadership related to community participation. 
Nidal Al Tunaiji pointed out that under this 
MoU, all resources and expertise would be 
utilised to achieve the UAE’s goals of 
improving the quality of life through promoting 
the mental health of community members. 

MAJOr General Staff Pilot Faris 
Khalaf Al Mazrouei, Commander-
in-Chief of Abu Dhabi Police, 
congratulated graduates of the 
33rd batch of candidate cadets 
and the 32nd batch of university 
graduates at the Police College in 
Abu Dhabi, wishing them 
excellence in their careers and 
success in continuing their roles in 
serving the nation with honesty 
and sincerity.

He also congratulated the 
graduates’ parents for this 
distinguished milestone, which 
coincided with the UAE’s Golden 
Jubilee celebrations. He welcomed 
the graduates who will contribute, 
along with their peers, to the 
journey of preserving security.

Al Mazrouei stressed upon the 
interest of the Abu Dhabi Police 

General Command in working to 
develop qualified military cadres, 
thus enhancing national security 
and stability. He praised the 
great development witnessed in 
police and security work, thanks 
to the support of the wise 
leadership.

Meanwhile, Major General 
Salem Shahin Al Nuaimi, Director 
of the Human Resources Sector at 
Abu Dhabi Police, praised the 
efforts of the Police College, as 
evident in the skills and 
performance of the college 
graduates, who received the 
highest levels of scientific and 
cognitive preparation and 
training, to execute the 
responsibilities of police work and 
to enhance the stability and 
security of society.

During the remote signing of the MoU by Brigadier Ahmed Masoud Al Mazrouei, Director of the Community Security Sector 
at Abu Dhabi Police (left), and HE Dr Nidal Mohamed Al Tunaiji, Director General of Zayed House for Islamic Culture

Major General Al Mazrouei
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Dhahi Khalfan stresses need to enhance youth’s leadership, life skills 

Lt General Dhahi Khalfan Tamim, Deputy 
Chairman of Police and Public Security in 
Dubai, and Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of the Juvenile Awareness and 
Care Association, stressed upon the need 
to focus on developing the leadership 
and life skills of the youth. 

Dhahi Khalfan said that their free time, 
especially in summer, ought to be 
occupied with useful practices to 
enhance their problem-solving 
capabilities. 

This remark came during the 64th 
meeting of the eighth session of 2020-

2024 of the Juvenile Awareness and 
Care Association, held on a video 
conference, in the presence of the 
Vice-President of the Association and 
members of the Association’s Board of 
Directors.

Topics discussed included a proposal 
for community programmes and activities 
during 2022, as well as participation in 
national and official events in the UAE 
and the active role of the community in 
those events.

The meeting also reviewed the ‘Youth 
Leadership’ programme for the 14-17 
year age group, to be held during the 
summer months; the target groups of 
these courses; and the venues, activities, 
competitions, and workshops in various 
disciplines and skills. The programme 
will have writers create stories from the 
reality of UAE society, and these stories 
could then be used to make short films to 
educate young people about the UAE’s 
customs, traditions and values.

NEWS

Al Shamsi presents recognition to gov’t agencies in Sharjah

Sultan Al Nuaimi meets Chinese team on surveillance tech

MAJOr General Saif Al Zari Al Shamsi, Commander-
in-Chief of Sharjah Police, visited several local 
departments, including Sharjah Electricity, Water and 
Gas Authority (SEWA); Sharjah Roads and Transport 
Authority (SRTA); and Sharjah City Municipality.

He conveyed his thanks and appreciation, with 
commemorative plaques, to the authorities for their 
support, which contributed to the success of the UAE’s 
Golden Jubilee. 

Al Shamsi stressed the important role played by the 
strategic partners in Sharjah, ensuring the success of 
security tasks and activities in the emirate.

MAJOr General Sheikh Sultan bin Abdullah Al 
Nuaimi, Commander-in-Chief of Ajman Police, met 
with a delegation from the Chinese company 
Hikvision, which specialises in the manufacture of 
surveillance cameras. 

They discussed ways to enhance cooperation in 
developing security capabilities, in order to achieve 
the strategic objectives of the Ministry of Interior to 
enhance security and safety.

During the meeting, they discussed using the company’s 
modern technology for better security in the emirate, 
exchange of expertise, and products and solutions for the 
communications and information technology sector.

Lt General Dhahi Khalfan Tamim
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Al Marri underscores role of human capital in UAE’s achievements

Lt General Abdullah Khalifa Al Marri, 
Commander-in-Chief of Dubai Police, 
and Chairman of the Dubai Police 
Academy Council, distributed certificates 
to graduates of the 28th and 29th 
batches of nominated students, and the 
1st and 2nd batches of female 
candidates from the Dubai Police 
Academy. 

The ceremony at the Dubai Police 
Officers Club had 248 graduates, of 

Maktoum, Crown Prince 
of Dubai and Chairman 
of the Executive Council; 
His Highness Sheikh 
Maktoum bin 
Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum, Deputy 
Ruler of Dubai and 
Minister of Finance; as 
well as the follow-up of 
His Highness Lt General 
Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of 
Interior (MoI).

The UAE’s outstanding 
achievements in all areas 
were the result of the 

wise vision of the leadership and their 
belief in the importance of human 
capital, said the police chief. 

He also praised the role of the MoI 
and Dubai Police in promoting this 
aspect by working to develop qualified 
military cadres and empowering women 
and youth, which was also a key element 
of the social development strategy, and 
enhancing security and safety in the next 
50 years.

which 185 were male and 63 were 
female graduates.

Al Marri stressed that the success of the 
Dubai Police Academy in developing 
distinguished graduates was in line with 
the directives and patronage of His 
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime 
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, 
and the interest of His Highness Sheikh 
Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al 

Fujairah Police honour outstanding performers

Umm Al Quwain Police seize 
182 motorbikes

RAK Police announce beneficiary 
stats of tourist campaigns

FUJAirAH Police honoured 
distinguished officers and non-
commissioned officers, individuals, and 
civilians who contributed to the 
advancement of police work in the 
emirate.

This was the 8th ceremony of its kind, 

held via video conferencing. It reflects the 
efforts of the Fujairah Police General 
Command to encourage innovation and 
promote career excellence in the police 
force.

Brigadier Dr Suleiman Saeed Obaid Al 
Murshidi, Director General of Resources 

and Support Services, conferred the 
recognitions to the honourees. 

He highlighted that this ceremony was 
part of the strategy of the Ministry of 
Interior and Fujairah Police, focusing on 
human capital and sustainable 
development.

tHe Traffic Police in Umm Al Quwain impounded around 
182 motorcycles from various parts of the emirate for 
violating traffic rules.

Unlicensed and unregistered vehicles were amongst the 
impounded motorbikes. Others were owned by drivers who 
were caught performing stunts on public roads.

Captain Hassan bin Rakad, one of the traffic department 
officers, stated that the campaign aims to catch violators, 
especially riders of unlicensed motorbikes that often were 
non-compliant with safety regulations.

tHe Tourist Police Department of Ras Al Khaimah Police announced 
that the total number of beneficiaries of its awareness and educational 
programmes, and the barcode system that it launched on social media 
and in tourism facilities reached 120,000 during 2021.

Captain Ghanem Jassem Al Suwaidi, Head of the Tourist Police 
Department, explained that the tourist police took the initiative to 
activate a set of informative and awareness programmes by 
communicating with tourists in several languages, including Arabic, 
English, Chinese, and Russian, and informing tourists of the role of 
the department.
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1st
Top performance of the UAE on Bloomberg’s COVID 

Resilience Ranking for the month of January 2022 (published 

last month). The country has been consistent in its top 

placement on the global index since its launch last year. The 

ranking, which studies 53 countries, lists the best and worst 

places to be in amidst the pandemic. 

1st
UAE’s top tier ranking in the global real estate index issued by 

Henley & Partners, in partnership with Deep Knowledge 

Analytics. This was backed by the UAE’s strong performance 

on 12 sub-factors of the index such as reputation, quality of 

life, GDP, investment amount, amongst others.

1st
UAE’s newest achievement as the rough diamond capital of the 

world, after trading over $22.8 billion (Dhs83.7 bn) worth of 

rough diamonds in 2021, according to Dubai Multi Commodities 

Centre (DMCC). Since 2015, the UAE has increased its rough 

diamonds trade by 76 per cent. The total diamond trade in the 

UAE grew by 83 per cent between 2020 and 2021. 

1st
UAE’s top ranking in the Global Entrepreneurship Index 2022, 

published by the Global Entrepreneurship Monitor. The country 

climbed three spots from its 4th global ranking in last year’s 

report to accomplish this feat, outperforming other leading 

global economies.

1st
UAE’s leading position in the GCC in the annual list of the most 

competitive emerging market, published by Agility Emerging 

Markets Logistics Index. The country ranked 3rd globally in this 

index after only China and India. It led all 50 countries in the 

world in terms of having the best business conditions and in the 

area of digital readiness.

MOI BOLSTERS SAFER INTERNET DRIVE FOR 
CHILDREN

The Child Protection Centre at the Ministry of Interior (MoI) has launched several 
awareness campaigns to bolster the MoI’s efforts to make cyberspace safer for children. 
This comes on the occasion of Safer Internet Day last month. The series of drives raised 
awareness on the murky side of the Internet such as online grooming, child exploitation, 
and cyberbullying. It also promoted the Centre’s hotline 116111, the Hemayati App, and 
the Centre’s website-based reporting system http://www.moi-cpc.gov.ae. 

BE IN THE LOOP

MOI HOLDS WORKSHOPS ON AI-POWERED 
INNOVATION

The Ministry of Interior (MoI), represented by its Innovation Centre, organised a 
series of innovation workshops, which was aimed at promoting the value of 
technological advancement to further improve the efficiency of services offered by 
various departments at the MoI. It also aims to spur initiatives and programmes 
powered by innovation that support the UAE's goals in the next 50 years. The 
workshops included theoretical lectures and practical applications of several 
innovative projects and were held under the supervision of experts in the field of 
artificial intelligence. 

SAIF BIN ZAYED HONOURS POLICE WINNERS AT 
SALAM CYCLING CHAMPIONSHIP

HH Lt General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior, recognised the Dubai Police Cycling Team for their victory at the 6th 
Salam Cycling Championship. They won first place in a number of cycling categories 
such as the UAE amateur cyclists division, elite cyclists’ championship for women, 
and several medals in other categories. The ceremony was held at Expo 2020 
Dubai, in the presence of Lt General Abdullah Khalifa Al Marri, Commander-in-Chief 
of Dubai Police, several officers from the Ministry of Interior, and officials 
representing the sports teams at Dubai Police.
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UAE nEws bUllEtin
POLICE NEWS, PEOPLE, NumbErS ANd EVENTS

Abu Dhabi Police have recovered and returned Dhs18 million 
worth of cash to cyber-fraud victims. This came following the 
establishment of a new centre dedicated to liaising with 
banks and receiving financial fraud reports at the Criminal 
Investigations Directorate of Abu Dhabi Police in 2021. 
Members of the public are urged to report any suspicious 
messages or calls to 800 2626 or aman@adpolice.gov.ae.

AbU DHAbi

Dhs18 million

AjmAn

12 years old
A 12-year-old girl died after she was run over by a 
school bus in the Al Hamidiya area. The Operations 
Room of the Traffic and Patrols Department at Ajman 
Police received an emergency call regarding the 
accident at 3:48 pm. The student, who sustained a 
severe head injury, was rushed to the hospital but was 
later pronounced dead. An investigation is ongoing 
following the arrest of the bus driver.

Three Asians were rescued in a wounded state after 
their vehicle fell off a mountain at Jebel Yanis. The 
National Search and Rescue Centre, RAK Police, and 
National Ambulance carried out the rescue mission to 
airlift the victims and rushed them to Saqr Hospital.

A Dubai court has slapped four people with a fine 
of Dhs342,000 and one-year jail term for fraud 
and assault. One of the victims stated that an 
accomplice of the gang offered to help her buy a 
digital currency for Dhs300,000. During their next 
meeting, she asked her two friends to accompany 
her. However, they were shocked to see four 
people with weapons and a metal axe at their 
meeting location. The group assaulted the three 
friends, and took the Dhs300,000 before fleeing.

DUbAi

Dhs342,000
3

RAs Al KHAimAH
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A teenager died while riding an e-scooter on the rooftop 
of a building near Expo Centre Sharjah. The 11th Grade 
student lost his balance and fell off the rooftop. The 
17-year-old boy was with some friends during the 
incident. The authorities have urged all e-scooter riders 
to ensure they take safety precautions, in order to 
prevent such tragedy from happening again.

17 years old

FUjAiRAH

Fujairah Police arrested a driver within 12 hours after 
leaving a man seriously injured in a hit-and-run case 
on an internal road in the Mirbah area. The cops 
immediately reached the scene and transferred the 
injured to Fujairah Hospital for treatment. A 
dedicated investigation team was formed which 
paved the way for the suspect’s arrest.

12 hours

Umm Al QUwAin

Dhs1,000 & six black points

Umm Al Quwain Police 
have reminded motorists 
that littering while driving, 
such as throwing empty 
bottles or cigarette butts on 
the road, would be slapped 
with a hefty traffic fine of 
Dhs1,000 and six black 
points. This negative 
driving behaviour, the 
police said, not only affects 
the general appearance of 
the city but also poses road 
accidents.
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COVEr STOry

THE FIrST 10 SECOnDS OF An EMErGEnCy CALL MAKES THE 
DIFFErEnCE BETWEEn LIFE AnD DEATH. HErE’S HOW THE 
UAE’S 999 HOTLInE ACTS WITH A SEnSE OF UrGEnCy In 

THESE CrITICAL SITUATIOnS

By Neil Bie

999 H       tline: 
no liFe is put on Hold
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O
ne call to the 999 

emergency hotline of the 

UAE saved two people 

who got stranded amidst 

the ravaging floodwaters 

on Jebel Jais road, in the emirate of 

ras Al Khaimah, in early January 2022. 

Videos from that day show half-

submerged vehicles slowly progressing 

down a completely inundated road. 

Two such motorists were at risk of 

being drowned, but before the 

ferocious tide reached the roof of their 

already flooded vehicle, an air 

ambulance came to their rescue and 

took them out of harm’s way.

In a very different case, in February 

2020, a 53-year-old man named “CH” 

suffered from a relationship break-up 

and faced homelessness at the same 

time, which led him to the brink of a 

decades-long battle with depression. 

He posted on social media his 

‘goodbye message’ before turning his 

mobile phone off; however, his 

message was spotted by a support 

group and they called the emergency 

helpline.

Upon receiving the emergency call, 

the authorities immediately sent a team 

to the man’s house, and the team 

battered down the door to save the 

man before he attempted to end his 

own life by hanging. After that, CH 

underwent recovery and counselling for 

weeks; he has since been campaigning 

for a 24-hour telephone support for 

individuals with suicidal tendencies in 

the country.

These cases demonstrate the 

importance of a responsive emergency 

hotline, one that can start the process 

of sending help within seconds of 

getting a call. In the UAE, the 999 

hotline supports the country’s 

progressively more efficient safety and 

security. It’s literally a life-saver during 

any kind of accidents, fires, and medical 

crises that need prompt attention.

It’s also a friend in need for children 

who feel very frightened at times, such 

as the little boy who called the 999 

hotline at the end of January 2022, 

because his mother hadn’t come home 

despite the late hour and he was alone 

at home. The child didn’t have enough 

credit to call his mother’s number, so he 

called the hotline, and Dubai Police 

immediately checked on her. The 

mother then called and reassured her 

son, and she also thanked the police 

for their kind support.

Data from Dubai 
Police state that 
they received over 
5 million calls in 
2021, with each 999 
operator handling 
anywhere from 100 to 
400 emergency calls 
every day

What’s more, a dedicated helpline isn’t 

just for quickly reacting to situations; it’s 

also for proactively preventing bad 

situations from arising in the first place. 

For example, a law-abiding resident 

could tip off the police through the 

hotline if they notice any suspicious 

activity by probable criminals.

ROUND-THE-CLOCK SUPPORT

Data from Dubai Police state that they 

received over 5 million calls in 2021, with 

each 999 operator handling anywhere from 

100 to 400 emergency calls every day. 

COVEr STOry
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Trained staff and state-
of-the-art equipment 

and technologies contribute 
to offering excellent services. 
Besides, staff members 
attend specialised training 

sessions on 
handling reports 
and incidents, 

the art of dealing 
with the public, 

and managing work 
pressure

BRIGADIER NASSER  
AL MASKARI

Head of Central Operations at  
Abu Dhabi Police

During the four-day Eid Al Adha holidays in 

2021, the numbers shot up to 38,000 calls 

across Abu Dhabi, Al Ain, and Dhafra; and 

to 37,422 calls in Dubai.

Brigadier nasser Al Maskari, Head of 

Central Operations at Abu Dhabi Police, 

said that the force was always well-

prepared to receive calls round the 

clock, citing that the trends of the calls 

they usually received were that of 

minor traffic accidents, traffic jams, with 

a few emergency cases as well. 

“We provide the best services to the 

community. We coordinate with other 

local authorities to reach out to all 

emergencies as soon as possible. 

Members of the community should not 

hesitate to contact the emergency 

number 999 in case they face any 

emergency at any time,” said Al 

Maskari. 

ASSESSMENT AND ACTION

The police forces and the 999 hotline 

operators assess every emergency 

depending on the gravity of the 

situation. For real and extreme 

emergencies, the authorities in Dubai 

reach the site at an average of 2.33 

minutes after the 999 

call, faster than the 

country’s target 

response time of 6 

minutes. Other 

emergency cases log a 10.17-minute 

response time, still faster than the 

15-minute target. 

Police forces likewise reach non-

emergency scenes within 10.45 

minutes, faster than the target 

response time of 30 minutes. Data also 

suggest that 90 per 

cent of the calls are 

answered within 10 

seconds from when 

residents connect to 

the hotline number.

Major General Engr 

Kamel Butti Al Suwaidi, 

Director of Operations at 

Dubai Police, underscored 

the importance of the 

public’s cooperation with the 

999 operators, who ensure 

immediate action for 

residents in dire need of 

assistance anywhere in the 

country. “They [999 call 

handlers] facilitate the fast 

and effective response of 

police patrols and other 

emergency services 

arriving at the precise 

location of emergency 

scenes,” said Al Suwaidi in a 

local news report.

He added, “The Command 

and Control Centre plays a 

critical role, as it places the 

force’s capabilities in the right 

place at the right time and 

MARch 2022

They [999 call 
handlers] facilitate 

the fast and effective 
response of police 
patrols and other 
emergency services 

arriving at 
the precise 
location of 

emergency 
scenes

MAjOR GENERAL ENGR 
KAMEL BUTTI AL SUWAIDI

Director of Operations at  
Dubai Police
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enhances the speed of response to 

emergencies, which is one of the most 

important performance indicators of 

Dubai Police.

HANDLING CALLS

regarding the principal missions 

assigned to the Command and 

Control Centre in the Operations 

Department of Abu Dhabi Police, Al 

Maskari stated that the department, 

via its Command and Control 

Centre, acted as an operations 

room, working round the clock 

through an advanced database to 

receive all kinds of reports and then 

to handle them according to the 

adopted work mechanism.

As soon as calls were received 

through the 999 helplines, patrols from 

the concerned police departments 

immediately moved to the locations of 

reports. “Trained staff and state-of-the-

art equipment and technologies 

contribute to offering excellent 

services. Besides, staff members attend 

specialised training sessions on 

handling reports and incidents, the art 

of dealing with the public, and 

managing work pressure,” Al Maskari 

told this magazine in an interview in 

2018.

“There’s a platform in Command and 

Control Centres, or operations rooms, 

for the translation of some foreign 

languages, e.g. English, Urdu, and 

others, to cover a huge slice of calls 

and reports that come from the public. 

There’s another platform for receiving 

calls regarding blockage at parking 

lots,” he explained.

901 CAN HELP, TOO

While many residents often dial 999 

for any concerns, since it’s easy to 

remember, it’s far better to call 901 for 

non-emergency situations, general 

enquiries, and anything else that doesn’t 

need immediate police or medical 

intervention. When people call 901 for 

their non-emergency issues, as they 

should, they’re helping the UAE 

community by giving 999 the chance to 

focus only on the real emergency cases.

The dedicated hotline 901 was 

introduced in October 2010 to help 

ease the load on the 999 emergency 

line. But even after that, as recorded in 

2017, about 70 per cent of the calls to 

the emergency hotline were for 

non-emergency reasons.

The authorities then undertook 

campaigns to make people more 

aware of 901 and to let them know the 

purpose of 999.

Since then, the number of calls to 

901 has been steadily increasing, from 

397,221 calls in 2018, to 497,577 in 

2019, and to 701,569 in 2020. Al 

Suwaidi of Dubai Police highlighted 

that this was the fruit of an awareness 

campaign titled ‘Don’t Put Their Lives 

on Hold’, which promoted 901 as the 

dedicated hotline for non-emergency 

cases.

“We launched the campaign in 2018 

after receiving 70 per cent of non-

emergency enquiries on the hotline 

number 999, which intensified 

pressure on the number that is 

dedicated to saving lives. We’re glad 

to say that the campaign has 

successfully achieved its objective,” 

said Al Suwaidi.

In a media interview published in January 2022, Major 

Muhammad Aziz, Head of Shifts in the Command and 

Control Centre of Dubai Police, said that they once 

received a call in the middle of the night from a man whose 

wife had left the house because of a family argument. He 

added that the caller was extremely worried and didn’t know 

his wife’s whereabouts and tried to call her several times, but 

she wouldn’t answer him.

This wasn’t a life-and-death emergency at all, but the caller 

dialled 999 when he should have dialled 901. nonetheless, the 

police helped. “We called the wife and calmed her down, so she 

returned home to her husband and children,” said Aziz. “The 

argument was eventually resolved, and the family was grateful to 

the Dubai Police General Command.”

THE MAN WHO COULDN’T FIND HIS WIFE

COVEr STOry
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uAe leGAcy of
eXPo 2020 duBAi

By Sanchita Guha

ONE OF THE GREATEST DISPlAYS OF THE COUNTRY’S RESIlIENCE 
AMIDST THE PANDEMIC, THE SIx-MONTH EvENT ENTERS ITS GRAND 

FINAlE STAGE THIS MONTH. 999 MEETS A DIPlOMAT AND A KEY ExPO 
ORGANISING FIGURE, SwISS AMbASSADOR MASSIMO bAGGI, TO 

DISCUSS wHERE THIS ROAD lEADS
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T
his is the month when the 

UAE prepares to bid 

goodbye to the greatest 

show that the Middle East 

and north Africa has seen 

in its modern history — March 31, 

2022, is when the curtains come down 

on Expo 2020 Dubai. The end of the 

Expo, aka the World’s Fair or the World 

Expo, however, doesn’t mean the end 

of its impact. Indeed, when the Expo 

ends, its legacy begins.

The 2021 inauguration of the Expo, a 

Herculean achievement when the 

world was still struggling with the 

pandemic, has been a milestone in the 

UAE’s journey towards Centennial 

2071. The blend of culture and 

technology, heritage and futurism that 

Expo 2020 Dubai has unveiled to the 

world will power its international 

relations — and, consequently, 

competitiveness and growth — for a 

long, long time.

This event has been experienced by 

millions and millions of people of all 

nationalities and from all walks of life; 

that experience will stay with them and 

expand through their narration to 

others. The ability of the UAE to 

orchestrate and manage such a 

humongous international event despite 

the emergence of the Omicron variant 

of the novel coronavirus has made a 

deep impression on participants and 

visitors.

“Expo 2020 Dubai has certainly 

contributed to highlighting the global 

stature of the UAE, for the simple fact 

that it took place in very odd 

circumstances, and the UAE has been 

able to master the Expo,” said His 

Excellency Massimo Baggi, 

Ambassador of Switzerland to the UAE 

and one of the foreign dignitaries most 

closely involved with the Expo, in an 

interview with 999. “As a participating 

country, as a private visitor, and as the 

chairman of the steering committee of 

all participants — this is also the role of 

Switzerland — we feel safe and we are 

very much thankful to the organiser, 

because [the event execution] has 

been done really in a perfect way.”

Baggi added that the “global stature 

of the UAE would be [further] 

strengthened because of all the global 

events taking place here [in the UAE]”. 

He referred to COP28, the United 

nations Climate Change Conference 

2023, which would take place in the 
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have a path, a kind of sustainability, 

and continuity. We have a good chance 

that this will be the case.”

That continuity will be ensured by 

the various offshoots of the World 

Expo and undertakings related to the 

centennial strategy. The Vision 2071 

event track of the Expo consisted of 

several events — held in the last three 

months of 2021 — that invited the 

world “to join hands with the UAE to 

craft a meaningful legacy to create 

value for generations to come”. These 

events focused on infrastructure in 

Africa; space exploration; climate-

related disaster risk mitigation; and 

clean energy transition for small island 

states. These are all threads in the 

fabric of global progress and 

sustainability.

INNOvaTION aT wOrk

All of these key areas are driven by 

innovation, which has always been the 

name of the game in the UAE. The 

Expo is designed to act as a bridge of 

innovation between a nation 

celebrating its 50th and a nation 

preparing for its 100th. The six-month 

event is a showcase for the UAE’s 

work in green tech and robotics, two 

sectors of the science-based economy 

with infinite possibilities. The UAE is 

also bolstering its thought leadership 

and reputation for staying ahead of the 

curve through the recently inaugurated 

Museum of the Future and the District 

2020 project.

The Museum of the Future, which 

opened to the public in February 2022 

to coincide with the move towards the 

Expo finale, is set to become the UAE’s 

next landmark. It’s a building that looks 

nothing like a building, an elliptical 

structure with bold Arabic calligraphy 

all over its exterior. Set into the silvery 

wall, the darker Arabic letters also 

double as glass windows letting light 

into the building. The museum interior 

is divided into sections dedicated to 

some of the most important aspects of 

human existence, from spirituality to 

space travel.

UAE, in addition to the fact 

that the UAE is now in the 

Un Security Council (for 

the term of 2022-23). 

“These are all different 

events that contribute 

to strengthening 

further what has been 

done at the Expo. So, in 

terms of the UAE’s 

global stature, I think that 

the Expo was important, 

but even more important is to 
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The Expo is designed 
to act as a bridge of 
innovation between 
a nation celebrating 
its 50th and a nation 
preparing for its 100th. 
The six-month event 
is a showcase for the 
UAE’s work in green 
tech and robotics, two 
sectors of the science-
based economy with 
infinite possibilities
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District 

2020 is what 

the Expo 2020 

Dubai site will 

become once the 

six-month exposition is 

over. Serving as one of the 

nodal points of the UAE’s 

innovation-driven growth, it’ll 

“evolve into a smart and 

sustainable mixed-use community 

built with human centricity at its core”.  

It clearly won’t be just another district. 

The description goes: “Fuelled by 

cross-industry collaboration, District 

2020 will contribute to the growth of 

Dubai’s innovation economy through a 

focus on four key growth industries and 

disruptive technologies such as the 

Internet of Things (IoT), Artificial 

Intelligence (AI), big data, and 

blockchain.”

Speaking of this, 

Baggi said, “I 

appreciate very 

much the work that 

has been done in 

view of District 

2020. The idea to 

reshape the Expo 

site and make it 

into a new city is an 

excellent one. And 

we hope we’ll be 

able to participate 

[in District 2020] with the Swiss pavilion.”

TEcH-rIcH TakEaway

Stating that he didn’t “necessarily 

expect material heritage”, such as “an 

additional Eiffel Tower”, to come out of 

this Expo, the Swiss ambassador spoke 

of digital 

technology 

as an element 

of the event’s 

legacy. “In terms of 

technology, I would say 

that I 

was 

very much 

impressed 

with all the 

digitalisation. I 

have seen a lot of 

Artificial 

Intelligence, and I 

think it will 

continue; the 

pandemic will 

strengthen this 

path even further. So, this is certainly 

something,” he said. 

“And then, of course, [there’s] the fact 

that it has been possible to connect 

people,” said Baggi. Pointing out that 

Switzerland was involved in Expo 

preparations from the very beginning, 

he elaborated, 

“When we 

started to prepare 

a few years ago, we 

were under the 

impression that connecting people was 

a general topic, but then we 

understood that you cannot take it for 

granted any more — it’s such a basic 

thing, but you cannot take it for 

granted. This is something we have to 

think about.”

The Expo legacy also includes 

national resilience, as the event itself 

— deferred and fortified because of the 

The Expo legacy also 
includes national 
resilience, as the event 
itself — deferred and 
fortified because of the 
pandemic — is a story 
of extreme resilience

NATION
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pandemic 

— is a story 

of extreme 

resilience. “How 

can we capitalise on 

this success and 

become resilient to all the 

global issues that we have to 

face as soon as the pandemic is 

over? Issues like global warming, 

inequality, poverty… We’ve been able 

to master the pandemic eventually; how 

can we learn from it, and now properly 

tackle these other issues that are 

ahead of us?” asked the ambassador. 

“We’ve understood now that we can 

master these mega-issues as well. This 

gives me hope that we’ll get out 

stronger from this pandemic.”

The Expo is one of the perfect 

platforms for getting together and 

finding solutions to global issues. Baggi 

said, “The Expo is one of those 

mega-events that help us, give us 

courage. This is the only 

event where you have all 

the stakeholders of 

society together. you 

have the 

governments of 

almost all 

countries 

represented; 

you have 

companies; you 

have nGOs; you 

have families; you 

have children. All the 

stakeholders of society are 

united at this mega-event, and 

this is unique. you don’t have any 

other Un or global conference 

where you have really everybody 

together. So, that’s quite encouraging.”

cONNEcTINg wITH THE wOrLd

The visits by large numbers of 

families and the special kid zone called 

“Future Heroes” has made the Expo 

truly a space for “Connecting Minds, 

Creating the Future”, as its theme goes. 

Developing the minds of young people 

in the UAE — it’s a part of engaging all 

family units in the country’s 

advancement — is integral to the 

Centennial 2071 strategy and the Expo 

reflects that.

Baggi described to 999 how people 

back in Switzerland, with whom he 

shared photos and videos from Expo 

2020 Dubai, received the information. 

The ambassador invited his family 

members to see the exposition; his 

children and their friends came; and 

he has been sharing Expo videos with 

friends and family in Switzerland. “For 

me, it’s always a mix of private and 

professional experience,” said the 

ambassador. “But I must say, I’ve 

learnt a lot — especially, when I 

shared this information [with people] 

back home in Switzerland, whether 

with my family or professionally, very 

often I noticed that people saw 

something they didn’t expect. This 

was either related to the Expo — 

because it’s exceptional — or to the 

UAE. you know, internationally, we 

have Dubai, which is very much 

known, but many people didn’t know 

about the UAE.”

The dawning global awareness of the 

UAE as a whole is one of the legacies 

of Expo 2020 Dubai. Baggi explained 

why this was important to him: “This is 

something that’s very dear to me, 

because you see, the UAE is a 

federation, and Switzerland is a 

confederation. We share exactly the 

same political structure. Beyond that, 

you have differences in the emirates, 

differences in cultures, priorities, and 

economic structures. This is exactly 

what we have in Switzerland.”

The UAE political system has been 

quite a revelation for many people in 

Baggi’s circle. “That’s something that 

very much surprised people back in 

Switzerland, and it was a positive 

discovery,” he said.

The UAE is a 
federation, 

and Switzerland is a 
confederation. We share 
exactly the same political 
structure. Beyond that, 
you have differences in 
the emirates, differences 
in cultures, priorities, and 
economic structures. This 
is exactly what we have 
in Switzerland. That’s 

something that 
very much 

surprised 
people back in 
Switzerland, 
and it was 

a positive 
discovery

HE MASSIMO BAGGI
Ambassador of Switzerland to the UAE

THE SHEIKH ZAYED CONNECT

Swiss ambassador Massimo Baggi had a very interesting memory to share with 

999 on the UAE’s long-time connection with his home country, a connection that 

was made even before the seven emirates existed as a federation. “It takes me 

back to the years before the constitution of the UAE, before 1971, when Sheikh 

Zayed (the UAE’s founding father) travelled to Switzerland very often. And I think 

that while in Switzerland, Sheikh Zayed got acquainted with our political system, 

which is exactly the political system that you have here,” said Baggi. “That means no 

centralised state, but respect for each of the emirates, [like] we have the cantons in 

Switzerland.”
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INcLusION as a LEgacy

Even for those closely involved in 

Expo 2020 preparations, there are 

many discoveries to be made, but the 

time for a detailed analysis is still a few 

weeks away for the steering committee.

The ambassador arrived in the UAE in 

2019 and had spent only months here 

before COVID-19 struck. now that the 

world appears to be slowly coming out 

of the pandemic and the Expo has 

finished five successful months, he is still 

centred on all the buzz and activity of 

the event, and there’s no tapering off 

yet. “We don’t have the impression that 

we’re getting to the end; we still have 

the impression that we’re fully in the 

Expo,” he said. “We want to have a 

beautiful success at the very end. 

Gradually, we’ll do an assessment, and 

we’ll come up with things that we’ve 

learnt, things that went well, things that 

we’ll certainly improve… To which extent 

we can capitalise on the experience of 

Expo 2020 Dubai to prepare for an even 

better Expo in the future.”

One salient feature of the Expo legacy, 

said the ambassador, should be 

inclusion. Expo 2020 Dubai has made 

headlines for its immersive experiences 

of cutting-edge technology, particularly 

an incredibly diverse use of robotics, but 

the non-tech cultural aspect, also a big 

part of the six-month event, must be 

given equal weight. “I think you can’t 

move forward on technology only, 

without having the entire society to back 

it up. Technology is certainly a driving 

force; in many cases, technology is 

ahead of society. But major technological 

developments require a culture where 

the whole of society can follow,” he said.

Citing the application of technology 

in communication, he said, “We’re all 

happy to have our smartphones, happy 

to see what we can do with the devices, 

but we have to realise that this can 

create new exclusions of people who 

can’t or don’t want to, or for many other 

reasons haven’t reached that standard 

[of being tech-enabled].”

reiterating the need for an inclusive 

Expo legacy, the ambassador said, 

“Technological innovation is absolutely 

fascinating, and we’re all here to push 

that, because throughout history, 

technology often gave us a push 

forward. But then, society has to follow, 

the culture of the territory has to follow. 

Otherwise, you create imbalances.”

NO ONE gETs LEfT BEHINd

Baggi acknowledged that a fine 

balancing act between the tech 

revolution and social needs wouldn’t 

always be easy: “It’s really a 

challenge for all of us to help all 

stakeholders of society take 

advantage of technology without 

creating imbalances.” The only way 

forward would be “inclusion”, he said 

— that means inclusion in spreading 

technology; inclusion in terms of 

tolerance and diversity; and inclusion 

in terms of women empowerment. no 

one ought to get left behind if the 

concept of inclusion is embedded in 

the Expo legacy.

He said, “We have to avoid [a 

situation] where a part of society can’t 

run like the others, because here in the 

UAE, we’re running very fast. This has 

to be adjusted in order to take 

everyone on board.”

Leaving a message for the UAE 

leadership, Baggi stated, “I would like 

to tell them, ‘you’ve done marvellous 

work here [at the Expo]. Continue on 

the same path, and try to share this 

success story not just within the UAE, 

but also internationally.’”

NATION
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The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

Some may be tired of talking about COVID-19 and its 

repercussions, but the reality of the situation says that if 

boredom has leaked into our souls, it is because we have lived 

with this pandemic for two years and more.

But what matters, as we read and follow its news, is that we 

know how to coexist with it and with the circumstances it 

created for us, so that life would continue, dreams would come 

true, and plans would be fully implemented. 

We will not be exaggerating if we say that we are fortunate to 

be in the UAE, as it was able, with the measures and precautions 

it took, and with the efforts it made in 

vaccination campaigns, to reduce 

restrictions and procedures, and 

allowed us a broader space in life and 

greater continuity in work. This enabled 

the completion of several projects and 

the announcement of new ones.

The pandemic has given great and 

free lessons to all — to countries, 

institutions, and individuals. The most 

important lesson is that preparing for 

crises should be a plan in every strategy, 

project, and programme, and in every 

sector as well. Perhaps the UAE’s early 

preparation for digital transformation 

and investment in Artificial Intelligence was one of the reasons 

behind its rapid recovery from the impact of COVID-19, which 

disrupted work and life in other countries. 

The UAE, for example, appointed in the last ministry formation 

a Minister of State for Artificial Intelligence, Digital Economy and 

remote Work Applications. It had embarked on this since the 

beginning of the COVID-19 crisis, at the level of government 

institutions, schools, and universities.

This contributed to the continuity of work and education, so 

that all goals were achieved in the UAE. Even after the onslaught 

Silver lining in the  
pandemic cloud

Dr Maysa Rashed Ghadeer is 
a prominent UAE writer interested in 
local affairs and a former member of 

the Federal National Council (FNC)

of the pandemic, virtual meetings became part of our daily life, 

because they made distance immaterial and reduced costs, 

time, and effort.

The UAE leaders have always been known for their persuasive 

directives and decisions. Their meetings related to the state of 

affairs have also become virtual, as evidenced by the launch of 

the ‘UAE-India Joint Vision’, at the conclusion of a virtual summit. 

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al nahyan, Crown 

Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the 

UAE Armed Forces, held a summit via video conferencing with 

narendra Modi, Prime Minister of the 

republic of India, to discuss the new 

horizon of strategic bilateral partnership. 

This summit resulted in deals that 

increased the UAE’s non-oil trade with 

India by 120 per cent, taking it to $100 

billion (Dhs367bn).

If nations today have embarked on 

seizing the possibilities that have come 

out of the COVID-19 pandemic, then 

officials in the public and private sectors 

have a greater responsibility and 

accountability to reshape work 

mechanisms. They have a duty to 

ensure that we emerge better than what 

we were in the pre-pandemic times, and better even than what 

we are in the immediate aftermath of the pandemic.

The greatest benefits of any crisis can be harnessed if we 

study it, comprehend it, and be aware of how to get out of it. 

The harm done by the COVID-19 pandemic is very great, but the 

advantages are greater and they must no longer be missed. We 

must use these advantages to make a foundation for the future, 

and we will do so with increased willpower, in order to shield 

ourselves as individuals and institutions from any other crises 

that may arise.

The COVID-19 crisis has done great harm, but it has also propelled the 
UAE into finding solutions that further strengthen the nation

The greatest 
benefits of any crisis 
can be harnessed 
if we study it, 
comprehend it, and 
be aware of how to 
get out of it

COLumN
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A SInGLE DAy LAST FEBrUAry SAW THE DEATHS OF THrEE 
CHILDrEn In THE UAE AS THEy PLUnGED FrOM HIGH-rISE 

BUILDInGS. THESE TrAGEDIES BrInG THE SPOTLIGHT  
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AT THE SOLUTIOnS

By ANdy WilsoN
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N
o one ever thinks that an 

accident or tragedy could 

happen to them. Those only 

ever happen to other 

people, right? That’s the first 

big mistake people make. In reality, 

accidents can happen to everyone, 

especially to young children who don’t 

fully understand the risk of their actions 

and surroundings. It’s the responsibility of 

their parents or guardians to keep them 

safe.

In the UAE, where city skylines are 

dotted with high-rise buildings, one of the 

chief risks to children is a fall from one of 

the higher floors — that’s an accident that 

inevitably ends in a tragedy.

The date 2.2.22 was a black day for 

several UAE families, as three deaths of 

children who fell from high-rise 

apartment buildings were reported on 

the same day, from two different 

emirates. In Sharjah, a five-year-old child 

fell to his death from the 22nd floor of a 

residential building in the Al Majaz area. 

In another incident that day, a 10-year-old 

kid fell from the 32nd floor of a 

residential tower in Al Wahda Street. 

Then, in Fujairah, an eight-year-old child 

fell from the 12th floor of a building.

Three such cases reported on the 

same day seem like a ghastly 

coincidence, but what’s more to the point 

is that children falling to their death from 

high-rise buildings isn’t new. The UAE 

authorities have been relentlessly 

campaigning to make parents and other 

family members aware of precautions to 

take if they have young children at home.

The inattention of family members 

— and the resultant deaths — is so 

common that when the UAE introduced 

a new child protection law, also called 

the “Wadeema Law”, Article 35 of the 

law specified that parents whose 

children fell to their death from high-rise 

apartments would face penal action. 

Article 60 of the law stipulates fines of 

Dhs5,000 and a jail term of not less than 

a year for parents who neglect their 

children.

Immediately after the incidents on 

February 2, 2022, Colonel Sami Al naqbi, 

Director General of Sharjah Civil Defence, 

urged families to prevent such deaths. He 

said, “Children must not be left anywhere 

near windows or balconies 

unaccompanied by parents or adult family 

members under any circumstances, in 

order to avoid tragic incidents of children 

falling off high-rise buildings.”

STATS ON CHILD DEATHS

Data from global real estate research 

company Emporis show that Abu Dhabi 

has 1,139 high-rise buildings and 103 

skyscrapers; Dubai has 1,588 high-rise 

buildings and 584 skyscrapers; and 

Sharjah has 419 high-rise buildings and 77 

skyscrapers. Many of these buildings are 

residential and, collectively, they’re 

occupied by hundreds of families with 

children under 10 years of age.

According to a media report published 

in 2015, the UAE had seen more than 30 

child deaths caused by falls from 

high-rise buildings in the previous 10 

years. These children all fell from 

apartment windows or balconies.

A nationwide survey conducted in 2017 

by the Institute of Public Health – College 

of Medicine and Health Sciences, Al Ain, 

that was published in the World Journal of 

Emergency Surgery, showed that during 

Children must not 
be left anywhere 

near windows or balconies 
unaccompanied by 
parents or adult family 
members under any 
circumstances, 
in order to 
avoid tragic 
incidents of 
children falling 
off high-rise 
buildings

COLONEL SAMI AL NAqBI
Director General of Sharjah Civil Defence

CHILd SAfETy
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*The sample population in the survey may have been involved in multiple child fall accidents

American Academy for Pediatrics 

stressed that numerous factors 

contributed to fall injuries — these include 

neurological disorders, such as seizures, 

developmental delay, hyperactivity, and 

parental neglect.  

MEASURES IN PLACE

A few years ago, Thabit Al Turaifi, 

Director General of Sharjah City 

the period 2005-2016, around 81 per cent 

of the children who had fallen from 

heights in the UAE did not survive, 

underscoring the need for prevention.

The survey also found that 53 per cent 

of the falls involved boys with the mean 

age of 4.9 years. Of the total number, 47 

per cent fell from windows; 44 per cent 

from balconies; and 9 per cent from 

unidentified areas of the buildings. The 

maximum number of falls were in Sharjah 

(39), followed by Abu Dhabi (16), Dubai 

(10), Ajman (9), Fujairah (4) and ras Al 

Khaimah (2), it added.

As for how and why the children fell, 

the study said that 22 children (27 per 

cent of the sample population) “climbed 

on the furniture placed on a balcony or 

close to a window”; 25 children (31 per 

cent of the sample population) “were not 

alone in the apartment when they fell”; 29 

children (37 per cent) “fell from less than 

5 floors”; 33 children (42 per cent) “from 

5 to 10 floors”; and 16 children  

(21 per cent) “from more than 10 floors”.

On the consequences of the fall, the 

survey said that 15 children (19 per cent) 

“were hospitalised and survived the fall 

incident” and that 66 children (81 per 

cent) died.

Lead author of the study Professor 

Michal Grivna, Director of the Institute of 

Public Health – College of Medicine and 

Health Sciences at UAE University, said: 

“Child falls from windows and balconies 

are preventable. Despite many efforts by 

the UAE authorities to enforce window 

and balcony safety regulations, falls do 

occur. There is a challenge with the 

turnover of the expatriate community, 

which needs to be constantly educated 

about safety risks and importance of 

vigilance.”

Meanwhile, a paper published by the 

SMALL STEPS SAVE LIVES

Codes and regulations alone cannot 

prevent falls and accidents involving 

balconies, windows, railings, and 

terraces. Therefore, awareness of 

dangers caused by human negligence 

(parents and guardians) is of high 

importance, especially in these times 

of high-rise living and working spaces, 

according to the UAE Fire & Life Safety 

Code of Practice. 

Here are a few small steps that can 

save lives:

  never leave children, people of 

determination, and elderly 

people unattended and 

unsupervised at the balconies, 

near windows, railings, and on 

terraces.

  never keep furniture, bedding, 

or climbable objects near 

windows, balconies, railings, and 

terraces that can be translated 

into a ‘ladder’ by innocent and 

unwary children.

  Always lock access to terraces, 

balconies, railings, and window 

panes when children and people 

of determination are left 

unattended.

Source: UAE Fire & Life Safety Code of Practice

Source: 2017 study of the Institute of Public Health – College of Medicine and Health Sciences at UAE University
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Municipality, said, “We are keen to find 

radical solutions to the problem of 

accidents involving children in high-rise 

buildings. This can be done in 

coordination with government agencies, 

to safeguard the community, which is one 

of our priorities.” 

In a presentation given by Sharjah 

Municipality, the main factors behind 

children falling off buildings were: 

negligence by parents; stocking furniture 

and other objects on balconies and near 

windows; and leaving windows open.

In order to check these mishaps, the 

Sharjah government introduced 

preventive measures and amended the 

technical requirements for residential 

windows and balconies. The measures 

included increasing the height of 

windows and balconies to 1.2 metres, 

instead of 1 metre; installing safety locks 

to prevent windows from opening more 

than 5 to 10 centimetres wide; using 

railings that children cannot climb over; 

and putting up a translucent acrylic 

barrier on balcony railings after getting 

municipality permit. 

Some parents are trying to keep their 

children safe by renting apartments 

whose design minimises the risk of 

falling. Mariam, a mother of two boys and 

an 18-month-old girl, opted to rent an 

apartment without a balcony on the 10th 

floor in a tower on the Abu Dhabi 

Corniche. “I have three kids, all of them 

are below five [years of age]. They’re 

quite eager to know their surroundings 

and three of them often stand near the 

window to look out. We had thought 

about this before and so, as a precaution, 

we chose to take an apartment without a 

balcony. Though we don’t have the 

Corniche view, we still are close to the 

Corniche and can take our kids for a stroll 

in the evenings.”

natasha, mother of an eight-year-old 

girl, said, “We stay in this mid-rise 

building, which is far safer for my kid. But 

we still ensure that our living room and 

bedroom windows are locked properly at 

all times.”

SELFIES CAN BE FATAL, TOO

not only is there a need for young 

children to be protected, but families also 

need to take into account the risk-prone 

behaviour of teenagers, who may 

disregard their safety for social media 

fame. In October 2019, a 16-year-old girl 

fell to her death from the 17th floor of a 

building off Sheikh Zayed road while she 

was trying to take a selfie for her social 

media pages.

Colonel Faisal Al Qasim, Director of 

Security Media in Dubai Police, said that 

the girl had stood on a chair placed at the 

edge of the balcony — that means she 

was well above the guard rail and there 

was nothing to stop her fall. “Her sister 

said that she lost her balance (while 

standing) on a chair and fell off the 

balcony, while her mobile dramatically fell 

inside the balcony. The girl was killed 

instantly,” said Al Qasim.

Indeed, city-bred teenagers in many 

countries consider high-rises the perfect 

place for clicking a thrilling selfie. Their 

appetite for these selfies is whetted by 

social media pages of urban climbers, i.e. 

people who climb high-rise buildings as if 

they’re mountains to be scaled; and of 

course, they also photograph these acts.

What they don’t realise is that a 

moment’s mistake could change their 

status from ‘alive’ to ‘dead’. It’s imperative 

Despite many 
efforts by the UAE 

authorities to enforce 
window and balcony 
safety regulations, falls 
do occur. The expatriate 
community needs to be 
constantly 
educated 
about safety 
risks and the 
importance of 
vigilance

PROF MICHAL GRIVNA
Director of the Institute of Public Health – 
College of Medicine and Health Sciences 

at UAE University

We are keen to find 
radical solutions to 

the problem of accidents 
involving children in high-
rise buildings. This can be 
done in coordination with 
government agencies, to 

safeguard the 
community, 
which is 
one of our 
priorities

THABIT AL TURAIFI
Director General of Sharjah City Municipality

CHILd SAfETy
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position of their crib next to a window. To 

stop them accessing an open balcony, 

consider putting up child gates in front of 

the balcony doors.

For phase two, i.e. “preventing a fall”, 

consider covering the windows your 

child could potentially access with grills. 

If you live in a rented apartment, where 

you’re not allowed to make any 

modifications to the window, consider 

using window nets that can be put up 

balcony when they’re unattended. By 

doing this, you should be able to identify 

potential hazards that must be eliminated. 

Then, plan what you could do to stop 

them from falling. your overall safety plan 

should have two phases: one, preventing 

access; and two, preventing a fall.

For phase one, i.e. “preventing access”, 

remove anything that can give your child 

access to a window and help them climb 

up, such as a piece of furniture or the 

BALCONY & WINDOWS SAFETY

The UK-based charity Child Accident Prevention Trust 

(CAPT) warned parents to keep low furniture away from 

windows so that young children can’t climb up and fall out 

— this is even for the ground floor. “It’s a good idea to 

install window catches (to limit how far they can open) and 

locks, if you can,” it advised. Pre-school children are 

particularly susceptible to falls from a height as they’re 

curious and want to see what’s happening outside but have 

no real understanding of danger.

“They can take parents by surprise by a sudden 

breakthrough in their development. you think they don’t 

climb but, before you know it, they can clamber up on 

furniture or haul their toy box across the floor and open a 

window. And accidents can happen very quickly when 

your back is turned or you’re distracted for a minute,”  

said CAPT. 

It recommends the following:

  Fit window locks or safety catches to stop windows 

opening more than 6.5 centimetres, which will stop 

children from being able to squeeze through.

  Move furniture such as beds and chairs away from 

windows to stop children climbing up and falling out.

  Keep younger children away from balconies unless 

parents are with them.

  Keep balcony doors locked when not in use.

  There should be a barrier at least 110 centimetres high 

around the edge of the balcony in order to make sure 

children are safe.

  If the gaps between the upright railings are more than 

6.5 centimetres, cover them up.

Source: Child Accident Prevention Trust (CAPT)

for families to impress upon these young 

adults that there’s no heroism, nothing 

‘cool’ about dying for a pointless 

photograph.

MAKE A SAFETY PLAN

To prevent a fall, first assess the 

threats. Take a look at your apartment, 

the windows and balcony, and think what 

could harm your child, and how they 

could get out of the windows or onto the 
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easily with adhesive strips. Though not 

as solid a barrier as a grill, the mesh 

could still prevent a small child from 

falling; at the very least, it may give a 

parent time to react and pull the child 

back.

For your balcony, block any gaps in 

the railing that your child could fall 

through. Then, line the inside of the 

balcony with an unclimbable barrier, 

such as clear plastic or reinforced glass, 

so that you can still enjoy your views 

but make it extremely difficult, if not 

impossible, for your child to climb up 

and over the edge. Ensure you never 

put your balcony furniture close to the 

edge. To be extra-careful, put a very 

small child in a harness while they’re 

playing on the balcony. It may seem odd 

at first, but remember, harnessed is 

much better than dead.

FALLING INTO THE DEPTHS

The north African nation of Morocco 

grieved in early February 2022 for little 

rayan Oram, who fell into the depths. The 

five-year-old boy slipped into a well 32 

metres deep, remained stuck there for 

days, and didn’t ultimately survive despite 

a rescue mission that was watched by 

millions on television.

The community of Ighran, a village in a 

mountainous area in northern Morocco, 

assembled along the edges of the well, 

and stayed there for days. Alongside 

rayan’s family, the villagers all prayed for 

the child’s safety deep down in the well, 

where he was trapped. The villagers 

cheered on the rescue volunteers who 

tried to reach the boy. The entire nation, 

too, watched the rescue mission through 

TV news and social media videos.

Experts in the fields of topographical 

engineering, construction, and rescue 

were called upon for help. A parallel ditch 

and a horizontal tunnel towards the well 

were excavated using bulldozers to reach 

the trapped boy.

But when rayan was finally pulled out 

after a painstaking five-day operation, he 

was dead. A statement from the Moroccan 

royal court saddened the world: 

“Following the tragic accident which cost 

the life of the child rayan Oram, HM King 

Mohammed VI called the parents of the 

boy who died after falling down the well.”

As the news of his death spread, 

messages of grief for rayan and his family 

poured in from around the world. His 

Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin rashid 

Al Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime 

Minister of the UAE and ruler of Dubai, 

offered his condolences to rayan’s family. 

His message: “Our sincere condolences 

and sympathy to the family of the child 

rayan and to the brotherly Moroccan 

nation and to all humanity that grieved for 

his loss.”

The small village where rayan lived was 

reportedly dotted with wells, which are 

being used by roughly 500 residents to 

irrigate their crops. Most of these wells 

have a protective cover, but the water 

shaft where rayan fell was an exception.

CHILd SAfETy
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welcome To  
The FuTure
DESIGnED AS THE nEW GLOBAL BEACOn OF KnOWLEDGE, 

CULTUrE, TECHnOLOGy, AnD ALL-EnCOMPASSInG 
InnOVATIOn, THE MUSEUM OF THE FUTUrE HAS JUST 

OPEnED ITS DOOrS In DUBAI AnD IT PrOVIDES An IMMErSIVE 
ExPErIEnCE OF rAISInG AnD AnSWErInG ALL OF HUMAnITy’S 

BIG QUESTIOnS

By TAriq Al FAhAm & hAssAN BAshir/WAm
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The Museum of the Future, described by HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum as “the most beautiful building on Earth”

O
ften, we find ourselves 

wondering what the future 

could look like, envisioning an 

array of possibilities and 

questioning our own 

positioning in the world of tomorrow. What will 

our life look like? What will the future hold for 

our children? Today, the future is at the very 

doorstep of humanity; the opportunity is here, 

as we believe that the future is something we 

ourselves can design.

Driven by the wise vision of its leadership, 

as always, Dubai has brought to life a 

one-of-a-kind hub, for visionaries, talents, and 

great minds from around the globe to shape 

the future. It is the eagerly-awaited “Museum 

of the Future”, which opened its doors to the 

rest of the world last February 22, 2022, 

welcoming guests to embark on a journey to 

UAE Centennial 2071.

From the UAE to the rest of the world, the 

Museum of the Future is a ‘living museum’ 

This spectacular 
building represents 
the revival of Arab 
excellence in the 
fields of science, 
mathematics, and 
research, and an 
appreciation of the past 
Arab intellectuals

aiming to contribute to a deep 

intellectual movement, by 

connecting thinkers and experts 

from around the world. It is meant 

to act as a testbed for future 

generations to create innovative 

solutions for the challenges facing 

society.

Rising to a height of 77 metres, the Museum is an 
architectural marvel, built using robotic technology 
and with an emphasis on sustainability

As described by His Highness Sheikh 

Mohammed bin rashid Al Maktoum, 

Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE 

and ruler of Dubai, the Museum of the Future 

is “the most beautiful building on Earth”. This 

spectacular building represents the revival of 

Arab excellence in the fields of science, 

mathematics, and research, and an 

appreciation of the past Arab intellectuals. In 

other words, it is a showcase for Arab 

civilisation and renaissance; based on that 

foundation, the Museum will become an 

international centre of innovation.

rising to a height of 77 metres above the 

ground, the striking structure is an 

architectural marvel, built using robotic 

technology and with an emphasis on 

sustainability. The building is powered by 

4,000 megawatts of solar energy. The 

pillarless structure is home to seven unique 

and distinct floors. For its visitors, the Museum 

is an unparalleled window to experience the 

future in all its aspects and dimensions.

The Museum façade is adorned in Arabic 

calligraphy, displaying three quotes from 

poems written by HH Sheikh Mohammed bin 

rashid.

FIVE ASPECTS OF HUMAN LIFE

The Museum of the Future employs the 

latest technologies of virtual and augmented 

reality, data analysis, Artificial Intelligence, and 

human-machine interaction. Answering many 

questions related to the future of humanity, 

Security And Safety For All INNOVATION
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wellbeing and the sense of self, visitors will 

embark on a peaceful and empowering 

journey, as light will be shed on reconnecting 

to human senses and learning to detach from 

the immense use of personal devices.

The Museum of the Future also showcases 

novel innovations from the near future 

through its partnerships with industry-leading 

companies and organisations, in order to 

highlight emerging technologies and trends 

created for the betterment of humanity.

Believing that the future does not have an 

age preference, this Museum will provide 

children with a dedicated experience that 

encourages even the youngest minds to 

explore and learn future-proofing skills. The 

open-world experience helps a child to 

innovate and create the future he or she looks 

forward to.

As the new global scientific landmark and a 

beacon of knowledge, the Museum of the 

Future will become the headquarters of the 

‘Great Arab Minds’ initiative, launched by HH 

Sheikh Mohammed bin rashid in search of 

1,000 great Arab minds.

D
u

b
a

i F
u

tu
re

 F
o

u
n

d
a

ti
o

n

The Museum's facade is made of fibreglass and stainless steel

YOUR jOURNEY TO THE FUTURE STARTS HERE

Museum of the Future (MOTF) tickets are available for 
visitors to purchase on the official website: www.motf.ae. 
Online bookings should be made before the preferred 
visiting time, as each ticket holder will be allocated a 
specific timeslot during the Museum’s opening hours (10 
am-6 pm all week long).

Entry tickets are available for Dhs145 per person. 
Children under the age of 3 years will be offered the 
“child ticket” free of charge, and they are welcome to 
explore the “Future Heroes” area. Complimentary tickets 
are also available for Emirati citizens above the age of 60 
years, people of determination and one accompanying 
caregiver.

Children aged 3-10 years are also welcome to explore 
the “Future Heroes” environment. The area is designed to 
encourage children to interact and forge building blocks 
for their own future.

attempt to explore its variables, potential 

challenges, and expected characteristics.

The immersive experience also places its 

visitors in an entirely new environment, as 

they are re-introduced to planet Earth, the 

future of healing, sustainability, and 

bioengineering technology. reflecting the 

UAE’s ongoing work in sustainability and 

environmental stability, this part of the 

visitors’ journey also highlights the UAE’s 

position as one of the first countries to 

announce its commitment to achieving 

climate neutrality by 2050. It pays homage to 

the country’s efforts in planning to host the 

28th United nations Framework Convention 

on Climate Change (COP 28) in Abu Dhabi in 

2023.

In an environment centred around health, 
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cities, societies, life on planet Earth and outer 

space, the Museum’s exhibits orchestrate a 

world beyond human knowledge, providing 

visitors with innovative experiences that 

unfold across five different exhibitions — they 

explore the future of space travel and living; 

climate change and ecology; health; wellness; 

and spirituality.

Coming face to face with never-seen-before 

space technology and getting introduced to 

humanity’s home in outer space, a visitor’s 

journey begins in the depths of our solar 

system. Paying tribute to the inspiring Emirates 

Mars Mission project, which saw the UAE’s 

Hope Probe successfully enter the Mars orbit 

last year, this exhibit compliments a crowning 

milestone for the UAE and the Arab World.

The Museum of the Future experience 

encourages its visitors to partake in special 

missions and, unlike a traditional museum 

that showcases fragments of the past, it 

provides a portal to the future, in a scientific 

A beacon of knowledge, 
the Museum of the 
Future will become 
the headquarters of 
the ‘Great Arab Minds’ 
initiative, launched by 
HH Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Rashid in search of 
1,000 great Arab minds
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Zero tolerance for

begging

By JOSEPh BuRnhiLL

THE UAE IS KNOwN FOR ITS KIND-HEARTED RESIDENTS wHO OFTEN 
ATTEMPT TO HElP THOSE IN NEED. HOwEvER, UNSCRUPUlOUS 
INDIvIDUAlS bEGGING FOR CASH IN THE STREETS OR ONlINE 

ARE FREQUENTlY SCAMMERS AND RObbERS. 999 OUTlINES THE 
MENACE OF PANHANDlING
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D
oes someone asking for 

money in the streets tug at 

your heartstrings? That 

person begging for cash 

might be looking ill and 

poverty-stricken, but he is most likely 

playing a role — this is a warning that the 

UAE authorities regularly issue for the 

benefit of kind-hearted residents who may 

get conned by begging rackets. The most 

common concern of the authorities is that 

residents who step closer to help and 

lower their guard might get fleeced, or 

worse, robbed. ramadan is when the 

beggars are most active, but they’re 

around us at other times of the year, too.

Because there’s ample evidence of 

people only pretending to be beggars, 

and because of the security threats posed 

by their panhandling, this practice is 

outright banned in the UAE. There’s zero 

tolerance for begging not just socially but 

also legally — this is an offence that 

attracts a fine of Dhs5,000 and a jail term 

of three months, as stipulated in Article 

475 of Federal Decree Law no. 31 of 2021. 

On February 11, 2022, in order to raise 

awareness amongst people, UAE Public 

Prosecution posted penalty details on its 

official social media channels. According 

to the Article of law, “A person shall be 

sentenced to detention for a term up to 

three months and a fine of not less than 

Dhs5,000, whoever is caught begging to 

obtain a physical or in-kind benefit by any 

form or means”.

Under the penalty provision: “Begging 

offence in the following events shall be 

considered an aggravating circumstance:

1.  If the beggar is healthy and has an 

apparent source of living.

2.  If the beggar pretends to be injured or 

have a permanent disability, pretends 

to do a service for third party or uses 

any means of deception in order to 

influence others and appeal to their 

affection.”

For begging rackets — organised and 

shadowy crime rings that actually take the 

money by abusing the kindness of 

The law also states 
that those who run 
organised, mafia-like 
criminal groups of 
beggars will face a 
fine of not less than 
Dhs100,000 and a jail 
term of not less than 
six months

passersby — the UAE law has a stiffer 

penalty. Following the awareness posts 

from the Public Prosecution, local media 

reported: “The law also states that those 

who run organised, mafia-like criminal 

groups of beggars will face a fine of not 

less than Dhs100,000 and a jail term of not 

less than six months.” 

In February 2022, Ajman Police arrested 

45 beggars of various nationalities as part 

of its intensified crackdown on begging. 

This reaffirms the fact that panhandlers are 

at work not only during ramadan — the 

Holy Month starts on April 2 this year — 

but also in all other seasons.

ramadan does see a spike in this 

menace. At that time, in keeping with the 

spirit of the month, people in the UAE tend 

to be more generous than they usually 

are. This brings a horde of phoney 

beggars flocking to the country. In May 

2021, it was reported that Dubai Police 

had arrested 12 beggars on the very first 

day of ramadan, which began on April 13 

last year. By May 3, the number of beggar 

arrests in Dubai alone had gone up to 177.

Colonel Ali Salem, Director of the 

Department of Infiltrators at Dubai Police, 

PubLIC SAfETySecurity And Safety For All



Security And Safety For All

About 80 per cent 
of the begging cases 

we catch are false. Begging 
creates more crimes: if no 
one gives, people may get 
desperate and 
threaten 
with knives 
or snatch 
handbags

LT COLONEL MOHAMMED 
RASHED BIN SERAY AL 

MUHAIRI
Director of Dubai Police’s Tourist  

Security Department

of 2018 on Anti-begging, anyone caught 

begging in the UAE will be fined Dhs5,000 

and imprisoned for a term up to three 

months,” he said. 

UNCOVER THE TRUTH

Beggars are often classified into two 

types: 1) individuals who legitimately find 

themselves in a precarious situation that 

has left them without money to fend for 

themselves; and 2) individuals who have 

made this their way of living.

According to Lt Colonel Mohammed 

rashed bin Seray Al Muhairi, Director of 

Dubai Police’s Tourist Security 

Department, eight out of 10 individuals 

caught begging in the emirate are part of 

the second category. These ‘beggars’ 

make up false stories to get the sympathy 

of their targeted alms-givers, and that they 

pocket as much as thousands of dirhams 

after an entire day of begging.

“About 80 per cent of the begging cases 

we catch are false. False, totally fake,” he 

said, stressing that: “Begging is a danger 

to the security of our city’s people. It 

creates more crimes: if no one gives, 

people may get desperate and threaten 

with knives or snatch handbags.”

A report from Dubai Municipality in 2016 

said that one beggar was earning as much 

as Dhs270,000 per month or Dhs9,000 on 

an average per day. That’s an income 

beyond the reach of some of the hardest-

working, honest, and experienced 

professionals in the UAE; and a beggar 

earned that simply by lying.

Speaking of this, Faisal Al Badiawi, 

Head of Markets section at Dubai 

Municipality, said in a statement in 2016: 

“Some of the [arrested] beggars had 

passports issued with business or tourist 

visas. During the campaign, we found that 

the majority of beggars had entered the 

country legally with a three-month visa, in 

order to collect as much money as they 

could during their time here.” He added, 

“More money was collected on Fridays 

when beggars stood in front of mosques.”

In Ajman, following the February 2022 

said that the beggars were also thieves 

and pickpockets and, therefore, “begging 

poses a serious threat to the safety and 

security of our society”. The officer asked 

people to donate to UAE-registered 

charities rather than to street beggars, if 

they wished to truly help.

These cases highlight the UAE’s 

zero-tolerance policy on panhandlers. 

The public is urged not to encourage 

such acts at all, as several of the 

apparently needy are actually on 

‘begging tourism’ visits.

Even those who truly need financial 

assistance are prohibited from begging in 

the streets of the UAE. Colonel Salem 

warned that those who got caught would 

face the law and could be sentenced to 

deportation as well. “There are people 

who attempt to justify their illegal 

behaviour with their financial desperation. 

However, according to Federal Law no. 9 

999 Security And SAfety for AllMARch 2022
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police crackdown that netted 45 beggars 

in just a week, Lt Colonel Ahmad Saeed Al 

nuaimi, Director of the Criminal 

Investigations Department at Ajman Police, 

stated that the operation reaffirmed the 

police force’s commitment to curbing 

illegal activities such as begging, and he 

urged the public to give alms through 

proper channels.

Today, begging doesn’t always look the 

way many imagine it to be. On an online 

platform, a Dubai resident shared that he 

often found individuals approaching him 

and others to sell pen sets for Dhs50-100, 

particularly in the crowded areas of Bur 

Dubai, Karama, and Deira.

Some of these vendors appeal to the 

passersby to buy their merchandise to help 

them out. There’s a big risk that when a 

gullible target stops to buy a pen set or 

some such item out of compassion for a 

street vendor, an accomplice would pick 

the target’s pocket or snatch their wallet. 

People may not think of these threats, but 

the police do.

In mid-May 2020, Dubai Police 

reported that they had arrested 78 street 

vendors in the emirate since the start of 

ramadan. In mid-May 2021, just after the 

CHARITABLE ORGANISATIONS RECOGNISED IN THE UAE

Here’s a list of some of the most notable charitable 

organisations in the country for residents who wish to help 

the needy:

  Emirates Charity portal

  Khalifa Bin Zayed Al nahyan Foundation

  Zayed Bin Sultan Al nahyan Charitable and 

Humanitarian Foundation

  Emirates red Crescent Authority

  Mohammed bin rashid Al Maktoum Global Initiatives

  Al Maktoum Foundation

  Dubai Cares

  noor Dubai

  Dar Al Ber Society

  Beit Al Khair Society

  Emirates Foundation

end of ramadan, police in the emirate 

reported arresting 24 beggars and street 

vendors under the campaign ‘Begging is 

a Wrong Concept of Compassion’.

ExPLOITING CHILDREN
What’s even more deplorable is that 

some of these individuals use innocent 

children for begging. In May 2021, three 

Arab women were fined Dhs5,000 each, 

got sentenced to six months in jail, and 

were deported thereafter. The first 

suspect was found to have forced her 

son, who was under eight years of age, to 

beg on the streets of Dubai. The two 

other women also exploited their children 

for begging.

Their racket was busted when a 

PubLIC SAfETy
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HOW TO REPORT BEGGARS IN THE UAE

ABU DHABI
By phone on 999 or 8002626 (800Aman), 

SMS on 2828 or  

email to aman@adpolice.gov.ae

DUBAI
By phone on 901 or 800243 or 8004888

SHARjAH
By phone on 901 or 06-5632222 or 

06-5631111

concerned resident contacted Dubai 

Police to report that these women, 

together with their children, were 

begging near a shopping centre in the 

emirate. Police officers tracked down 

the child, who led them to the mother. 

She confessed that she came with two 

other women and their children to earn 

from begging in the UAE. The other 

two women were arrested at Dubai 

Airport, right before boarding their 

flight. During interrogation, these two 

women confessed that they, too, had 

used and coerced their children to beg, 

before they flew back to their home 

country.

Dubai Police underscored that the 

authorities had intensified their 

operations against such crimes, which 

preyed on unsuspecting individuals 

taking pity on young children apparently 

in need of help.

BEGGARS GO DIGITAL
In the digital age, a new modus 

operandi of begging takes it out of the 

streets and brings it directly into your 

smartphones and other gadgets. In June 

2019, for instance, Dubai Police arrested 

a European woman who had set up social 

media accounts across Facebook, 

Instagram, and Twitter with the intent to 

raise funds, exploiting pictures of her 

kids. Her campaign raised about 

Dhs183,500 but the authorities caught up 

with the illegal act.

Brigadier Jamal Salem Al Jallaf, 

Director of the Department of Public 

Investigation and Criminal Investigation at 

Dubai Police, said that not only did the 

woman expose photos of her children on 

social media, but also her ex-husband 

found out that she was using these 

photos to gain sympathy from donors for 

her “cause” to fund their expenses, 

claiming that she and her kids were 

victims of a “failed marriage”. The digital 

panhandler mother had lied about the 

expenses because the children were not 

in her custody at all; they were with their 

father.

The police officer said, “A Gulf national 

filed a complaint against his ex-wife, who 

published photos of the children, saying 

that they were living with him but she 

was using the photos to gain sympathy 

from potential donors to help her to 

secure their expenses, especially after 

she claimed she was a victim of a failed 

marriage and had to raise children, and 

she thought that no one will find out.

“The ex-husband was surprised by 

telephone calls of his relatives in his 

A woman arrested 
for begging online 

was telling people that 
she was supporting her 
children on her own. 
But her former husband 
reported her through the 
E-Crime platform and 
proved the 
children 
were 
living 
with him

BRIGADIER jAMAL SALEM  
AL jALLAF

Director of the Department of Public Investigation 
and Criminal Investigation at Dubai Police

Beggars use different 
styles and use poverty 
and sickness as 
pretexts

RAS AL KHAIMAH
By phone on 07-2053372

AjMAN
By phone on 06-7034310

UMM AL qUWAIN
By phone on 999

FUjAIRAH
By phone on 09-2051100 or 09-2224411

home country, asking him about his dire 

condition, especially after they were 

touched by the pictures of his children 

published on Facebook.”

According to media reports, her 

begging story generated such a wave of 

sympathy that she collected this huge 

amount in just 17 days. Al Jallaf said, 

“She was telling people that she was 

divorced and supporting her children on 

her own. But her former husband 

reported her through [the] E-Crime 

platform and proved the children were 

living with him. Beggars use different 

styles and use poverty and sickness as 

pretexts. The woman used social media 

to trick people, but her former husband 

alerted the police through the E-Crime 

platform.”



48 MARch 2022999 Security And SAfety for All

Security And Safety For All ECONOmy

THE 9 PEr CEnT FEDErAL TAx On COrPOrATE InCOME 
IS PArT OF THE UAE’S GrOWTH STrATEGy, MOVInG 

TOWArDS CEnTEnnIAL 2071 AnD DIVErSIFyInG AWAy 
FrOM HyDrOCArBOn. 999 FInDS THAT BUSInESS LEADErS 
FOrESEE A POSITIVE IMPACT OF THE TAx On THE nATIOnAL 

InFrASTrUCTUrE AnD COMPETITIVEnESS

By Tessy Koshy

DecoDing 
Uae’s new
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W
hen the UAE began its 

run-up to the 50th 

anniversary with waves 

of reforms, it wasn’t 

thinking only of the next 

few years or even of the next couple of 

decades; it was planning for the 100th 

anniversary, when it aims to become the 

best country in the world. That’s no small 

ambition, and such an ambition needs 

funding, especially at a time when the 

international economy is attempting — or, 

at least, talking about — a shift away from 

fossil fuel for greater sustainability. What’s 

lost in hydrocarbon revenues, therefore, 

must be compensated by other revenue 

sources for a nation’s wheels to turn 

smoothly.

Here comes the UAE’s federal corporate 

taxation. The introduction of a 5 per cent 

value-added tax in 2018 has now been 

followed by a 9 per cent corporate profit 

tax, to come into effect from June 2023. 

The recent announcement by the UAE’s 

Ministry of Finance to levy the country’s 

first-ever federal corporate tax is a 

significant milestone on the country’s 

growth path. It’s all part of an integrated 

strategy in which the UAE has made 

business ownership and residency rules 

more attractive for investors, 

entrepreneurs, and top talents in various 

fields, thereby laying the foundation for a 

perennially sustainable non-oil economy 

and making higher corporate profits a 

strong possibility.

The corporate tax, announced on 

January 31, 2022, marks a crucial shift for 

the nation from being a tax-free haven to 

one that’s aligning itself with global 

economic best practices. Even the 

workweek of the UAE has been changed 

(for the public sector; and optionally for the 

private sector) to make it congruent with 

the international Monday-Friday work week 

and Saturday-Sunday weekend. 

“Corporate tax will be payable on the 

profits of UAE businesses as reported in 

their financial statements prepared in 

accordance with internationally acceptable 

accounting standards with minimal 

exceptions and adjustments,” stated the 

finance ministry.

As the UAE has always been supportive 

of small and medium enterprises (SMEs), 

making it a priority sector for employment 

generation and GDP contribution, it’s 

essential to understand how the new tax 

would impact businesses big and small, 

and what the industry sentiment has been 

in the immediate aftermath of the January 

31 announcement. 

THE BREAKDOWN

To support small businesses and 

start-ups, the UAE has announced that 

there will be zero per cent tax on business 

income up to Dhs375,000. Annual 

business income exceeding this amount 

will be taxable at the rate of 9 per cent. 

The new federal tax applies to all UAE 

businesses, except for the extraction of 

natural resources, which will remain 

subject to emirate-level corporate taxation.

Businesses also need to file only one 

corporate tax return each financial year, 

and they will not be required to make 

advance tax payments or prepare 

provisional tax returns. Ample time will be 

given to companies to prepare for the 

corporate taxation.

OTHER KEY FEATURES

Corporate tax will apply on the 

adjusted accounting net profit of the 

business. no corporate tax will apply on 

personal income, from employment, real 

estate and other investments, or any 

other income earned by individuals that 

does not arise from a business or 

another form of commercial activity, 

licensed or otherwise, permitted to be 

undertaken in the UAE.

The tax will not be applied to foreign 

investors who do not conduct business in 

the UAE. no tax will be levied on domestic 

and cross-border payments. The UAE 

corporate tax regime will continue to 

ECONOmy
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honour the tax incentives currently being 

offered to freezone businesses that comply 

with all regulatory requirements and that 

do not conduct business with mainland 

UAE.

By exempting SMEs, the UAE 

government’s progressive tax measure is 

in sync with its policy to empower start-ups 

and small businesses. The tax regime will 

also have generous loss utilisation rules, 

which will allow UAE groups to be taxed as 

a single entity, or to apply group relief in 

respect of losses and intra-group 

transactions and restructuring.

The introduction 
of a corporate tax 

represents the continued 
growth of the UAE as a 
global business hub and 
heralds the 
sign of a more 
structured and 
transparent 
taxation 
system

MATTHEW BATE
CEO of BlackBrick Properties, Dubai

VIEWS ON TAx

Economic experts and business analysts 

have welcomed the UAE’s federal 

corporate tax announcement as the next 

step forward in nurturing a transparent 

financial national environment. “Introducing 

a tax regime reaffirms the UAE’s 

commitment to meeting international 

standards for tax transparency and 

preventing harmful tax practices. Moreover, 

the UAE is a signatory to the Organisation 

of Economic Cooperation and 

Development’s (OEDC) Base Erosion and 

Profit Shifting (BEPS) Inclusive Framework 

(IF) project. The UAE has reiterated its 

ambition to combat profit shifting by 

endorsing OECD’s global tax reform. By 

supporting a global consensus approach, 

the nation has shown commitment to 

working collaboratively with OECD and 

other IF members to achieve a fair 

outcome,” rushabh Vora, Senior Manager 

of global accountancy network Crowe Mak 

Consulting, told 999.

To Matthew Bate, CEO, BlackBrick 

Properties, Dubai, the corporate tax 

represents the maturing of the UAE’s 

economy. “As a medium-sized business 

owner and a long-term business leader 

in the UAE, the introduction of a 

corporate tax does not come as a 

surprise. It represents the continued 

growth of the UAE as a global business 

hub and heralds the sign of a more 

structured and transparent taxation 

system,” he pointed out.

CEOs and business leaders believe 

No corporate tax will apply on personal income, 
from employment, real estate and other 
investments, or any other income earned by 
individuals that does not arise from a business or 
another form of commercial activity, licensed or 
otherwise, permitted to be undertaken in the UAE
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that the positive outcome of the 

taxation would have a direct impact on 

improving efficiency and national 

infrastructure. “Operating in a business 

landscape recovering from the impact 

of a global pandemic, the business tax 

is an expected change. It will definitely 

encourage us to invest in better 

technology and latest processes to 

pursue operational efficiency and help 

compensate for the added compliance 

and administrative costs,” shared Anand 

Kumar, Managing Director of Abra VM & 

SD International FZ LLC, Dubai.

Some of the existing taxes in the UAE 

include the 5 per cent VAT (value-

added tax) introduced in January 

2018; a 20 per cent tax on 

branches of foreign banks 

operating in the UAE; and a 55 

per cent emirate-level tax on 

companies with concession 

agreements in the oil and gas 

sector.

With the new corporate levy, 

the UAE’s tax regime will be one 

of the most competitive in the 

world. Business experts predict 

far-reaching effects on the country’s 

economic environment. “In the long run, 

businesses will mature and those 

companies using the UAE as a pure tax 

exemption location, but having no real 

business, will disappear. The government 

will also be reinvesting the funds to make 

the nation a cutting-edge hub of 

opportunities,” said Vinayak Mahtani, CEO, 

bnbme Holiday Homes, Dubai.

NEED FOR NEW TAx

The COVID-19 crisis, the need to scale 

up renewable energy projects, and the 

move to comply with OECD BEPS 

guidelines are some of the reasons behind 

this UAE’s momentous fiscal decision.

In the past two years, the pandemic has 

led to an unprecedented burden on the 

economy and the state exchequer of 

every country in the world. It has become 

necessary to restore the good health of 

the treasury, in order to keep investing in 

the infrastructure vital for growth. Along 

with strengthening government finances, 

the new corporate tax is expected to 

shield the UAE’s fiscal structure from the 

volatility in oil prices. It is also 

commendable that the UAE economy has 

retained strong credit ratings amidst the 

COVID-19 crisis. 

The UAE federal government has raised 

$4 billion (Dhs14.68 billion) in its debt 

capital market debut, with orders over 

$22.5 billion (Dhs82.6 bn), an 

oversubscription of 5.6 times, as per 

media reports. The October 2021 issuance 

of dollar-denominated bonds was a first by 

the UAE federal government, though 

individual emirates, especially Abu Dhabi 

and Dubai, have earlier issued their own 

bonds. The UAE’s inaugural federal bonds 

comprised tranches of 10, 20, and 40 

years. The bond proceeds will be spent on 

its Cabinet-approved infrastructure 

projects. They will also support the 

Emirates Investment Authority, the 

country’s federal sovereign wealth fund. 

The bond sale ensures locking in of funds 

as a buffer against oil price ups and 

downs; and the response to the bond sale 

indicates the global confidence in the 

UAE. The new corporate tax complements 

the bond sale and helps the government 

move towards its growth goals.

“It is widely understood that federal 

taxation has a layered effect on 

governments and on a country’s 

population. nearly all nations globally tax 

individuals and entities. The typical 

primary driver for taxation is to raise 

revenue for government expenditure” said 

Bate. “There is no doubt,” he added, “that 

the UAE’s leadership is one of the most 

committed when it comes to investing in 

public and private infrastructure. An 

empathetic and attractive taxation system 

will assist the continued and accelerated 

growth of the country.”

In the long run, 
businesses will 

mature and those 
companies using the UAE 
as a pure tax 
exemption 
location, but 
having no real 
business, will 
disappear

VINAYAK MAHTANI
CEO of bnbme Holiday Homes, Dubai

ECONOmy



53999 Security And SAfety for AllMARch 2022

Security And Safety For All

is 10 per cent; in Kuwait 15 per cent; and in 

Saudi Arabia 20 per cent. Oman levies a 

rate of 15 per cent on both foreign and 

domestic companies. “Comparatively, the 

corporate tax amongst all the GCC 

countries, too, is well below the global 

average. In the EU, the average tax rate is 

21.3 per cent, and in OECD countries, it is 

23.4 per cent,” said Alessandro Valente, 

Manager at Crowe Mak Consulting.

TAx INCENTIVES

Geared towards protecting small 

businesses, start-ups and free zone 

companies, the new tax incentive is focused 

on the growth of all enterprises and 

individuals. The exemption to the SME sector 

(the Dhs375,000 slab) will attract more 

start-ups and investors in the future. “It is 

very normal to have federal taxation 

structures support SMEs as they are key 

players in any economy — they drive 

employment, innovation and, in many cases, 

the technology,” said Bate.

Employees and residents in the UAE will 

not be directly impacted by the corporate tax 

regime, as individuals are also exempt from 

the tax on their salary, real estate and 

investments. However, experts caution 

that there might be an indirect effect 

on living costs, if businesses increase 

consumer prices to overcome the 

impact of corporate tax. The 

introduction of tax, they say, will 

also create new jobs in tax 

planning, tax management and 

audit. Valente said, “Overall, the 

incentives and exemptions envisaged 

as part of the tax introduction in the 

UAE outline an ambitious plan to remain 

an attractive location for foreign direct 

investment while staying tax-compliant.”

A corporate tax will 
certainly help the 

UAE to earn additional 
revenue from diversified 

sources and 
enhance its 
capacity to 
respond to 

uncertainty

RUSHABH VORA
Senior Manager at Crowe Mak Consulting

Vora said, “The pandemic has 

adversely impacted businesses and the 

world economy. A corporate tax will 

certainly help the UAE to earn additional 

revenue from diversified sources and 

enhance its capacity to respond to 

uncertainty.” He shared that in future, one 

of the UAE government’s key objectives 

will be to continue creating a business-

friendly environment, offering new 

incentives to attract foreign investments, 

while implementing the tax regime as per 

OECD’s guidelines.

GLOBALLY COMPETITIVE 

Analysts point out that with one of the 

lowest corporate tax slabs, the UAE’s 

business ecosystem will be globally 

accountable and highly competitive. In 2021, 

as per the Tax Foundation, USA, only three 

countries — Bangladesh, Argentina, and 

Gibraltar — increased their corporate tax 

rate, while 17 countries reduced theirs. The 

countries with the highest tax rate 

worldwide are Comoros at 50 per cent; 

Puerto rico at 37.5 per cent; and Suriname 

at 36 per cent.

On the other hand, Barbados at 5.5 per 

cent; Uzbekistan at 7.5 per cent; and 

Turkmenistan at 8 per cent levy the lowest 

corporate tax internationally.  “From what I 

have seen, the UAE is still below the 

global average and [is] amongst the lowest 

in the GCC, where countries are levying 

up to 20 per cent tax,” said Kumar. 

All GCC countries, except Bahrain, have 

a corporate tax on foreign non-

hydrocarbon companies. In Qatar, the tax 

The incentives 
and exemptions 

envisaged as part of the 
tax introduction outline 

an ambitious 
plan to remain 
an attractive 
location for FDI 
while staying 

tax-compliant

ALESSANDRO VALENTE
Manager at Crowe Mak Consulting
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SUPPORTED BY A VISIONARY LEADERSHIP, WOMEN IN 
THE UAE ARE ExCELLING IN EVERY FIELD AND BLAZING 

TRAILS FOR THE GENERATIONS TO FOLLOW. 999 
RAISES A SALUTE ON INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

By Tessy Koshy

Breaking 
the glass ceiling
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I
n a country that is only 50 years 

old, the remarkable achievements 

of its women are a real class act. 

From living the Bedouin nomadic 

life to making it to Forbes global 

power lists, women in the UAE have 

truly come a long way. Today, they are 

not just multi-tasking homemakers, but 

also effortlessly straddle successful 

careers.

As the world celebrates International 

Women’s Day on March 8, it is an 

opportune occasion to applaud Emirati 

women and the UAE’s female residents 

for their ambition and determination, 

nurtured by a supportive leadership. 

Some of the mind-boggling statistics 

are sure to make any UAE resident and 

citizen proud of the nation’s women. 

In 2020 alone, the UAE had the 

highest number of women on Forbes 

100 Most Powerful Arab 

Businesswomen list, with a whopping 

23 of them making it to the prestigious 

lineup. Also, according to the World 

Economic Forum’s 2021 Global Gender 

Gap report, the UAE is ranked as the 

Arab World’s leading country in gender 

equality. Thanks to a series of public 

and private sector initiatives, women 

are increasingly essaying stronger roles 

in business, government, and STEM 

(Science, Technology, Engineering, and 

Mathematics) fields.

Back in 2004, when Her Excellency 

Sheikha Lubna bint Khalid bin Sultan Al 

Qasimi was appointed as a UAE 

Cabinet minister, she rewrote history as 

the first Emirati woman to take on a 

cabinet ministerial role. She went on to 

hold the portfolios of Minister of State 

for Tolerance, Minister of State for 

International Cooperation, and Minister 

of Economy and Planning.

Since that historic moment, UAE 

women have continued to break the 

glass ceiling in public service. They are 

currently ranked first worldwide on the 

female parliamentary representation 

index, as per IMF’s World 

Competitiveness yearbook 2020. They 

comprise 50 per cent of the Federal 

national Council (FnC), the UAE’s 

consultative parliamentary body. Their 

participation is particularly strong in the 

public sector — women have two-thirds 

of public sector jobs in the UAE, with 30 

per cent in leadership roles and 15 per 

cent in technical and academic roles.

Along with the illustrious Sheikha 

Lubna Al Qasimi, yet another charismatic 

and widely admired minister is Her 

Excellency noura Al Kaabi, Minister of 

youth and Culture. A recipient of several 

prestigious accolades, Al Kaabi is 

steering the UAE’s youth towards 

creativity and excellence. Along with 

several other ground-breaking records, 

the UAE can also take pride in having 

appointed the youngest minister in the 

world, when in 2016, Her Excellency 

Shamma bint Suhail Faris Al Mazrui took 

charge as the Minister of State for youth 

Affairs at the age of 22.

In the realm of business and finance, 

too, Emirati women are not far behind. 

The 2021 WEF report suggests that 

women business owners account for  

10 per cent of the total private sector in 

the UAE. Furthermore, 23,000 Emirati 

businesswomen run projects worth over 

23
The number of female Emirati included in the prestigious Forbes 

100 Most Powerful Arab Businesswomen list—making the UAE the 

country with the highest number of women in the lineup

1st
Top ranking of the UAE in the Arab World in terms of gender 

equality, according to the World Economic Forum’s 2021 Global 

Gender Gap report

1st 
Leading global position of Emirati women in terms of female 

parliamentary representation index, as per IMF’s World 

Competitiveness yearbook 2020. They comprise 50 per cent of 

the Federal national Council 

23,000 
The number of Emirati businesswomen who run projects worth 

over Dhs50 billion and occupy 15 per cent of the positions on the 

boards of chambers and commerce and industry nationwide, as 

per the World Economic Forum’s 2021 Global Gender Gap report
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Dhs50 billion and occupy 15 per cent of 

the positions on the boards of chambers 

and commerce and industry nationwide.

In 2022, seven Emirati 

businesswomen have been named by 

Forbes to feature in the MEnA region’s 

most influential and successful business 

leaders’ list.

UNCONVENTIONAL SUCCESS

It is not only in traditional careers that 

UAE women are making their mark, but 

they are also excelling and breaking 

stereotypes in unconventional arenas. 

From aviation to sports and from ballet 

dancing to pop music, these women are 

carving a niche of their own. Take, for 

instance, Asma Al Janahi, the first Emirati 

athlete to finish Ironman 70.3 five times 

and compete in three Iron Man Middle 

East races in a single session. She was 

selected by the global sports equipment 

brand Asics as its first Emirati woman 

ambassador.

Other sports achievers include 

Shahad Budebs, the first woman from 

the UAE to compete at CrossFit games 

internationally; Amna Al Qubaisi, the first 

female Emirati racing driver; and Houriya 

Al Taheri, the first female Arab 

A-licensed FIFA coach in the GCC.

On stage and backstage, too, women in 

the UAE are shining. A familiar name in 

media circles, nayla Al Khaja is the first 

female Emirati film director and producer, 

whose work has been featured at Cannes 

Film Festival. She is joined under the 

spotlight by Fatima bin Safwan, also known 

as “Fafa”, an emerging singer and 

songwriter with a staggering number of 

views on youTube for her song Anta Al 

Batal.

With a literacy rate of 95.8 per cent 

amongst Emirati women, their active 

participation in every sector is quite 

evidently the natural next step. Their 

success in top positions across various 

professional fields speaks volumes of their 

intellect, work ethics, and discipline. In this 

technology-driven, forward-looking nation, 

the future of its women is indeed luminous.

23,000 Emirati 
businesswomen run 
projects worth over 
Dhs50 billion and 
occupy 15 per cent of 
the positions on the 
boards of chambers 
and commerce and 
industry nationwide

Security And Safety For All

Pioneering Emirati Women
WOmEN’S dAy

HE SHEIKHA LUBNA BINT  
KHALID BIN SULTAN AL qASIMI 

First Emirati woman to take on a ministerial role
in the UAE Cabinet

HE SHAMMA BINT SUHAIL  
FARIS AL MAZRUI 

Became the youngest minister in the world in 2016 at the 
age of 22, as the Minister of State for Youth Affairs

ASMA AL jANAHI
First Emirati athlete to finish Ironman 70.3 five times and to 

compete in three Iron Man ME races in a single session

AMNA AL qUBAISI
First female Emirati 

racing driver

NAYLA AL KHAjA 
First female Emirati film writer, 

director, and producer

HOURIYA AL TAHERI
First female Arab A-licensed  

FIFA coach in the GCC

SHAHAD BUDEBS
First woman from the UAE to compete at 

CrossFit games internationally
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Women can be 
whatever they want 

to be — that’s what, I think, 
my example shows. All 
women should 
follow a career 
path that 
inspires and 
makes them 
happy

AISHA AL MANSOURI
UAE’s First Female A-380 Pilot

“Women can be 

whatever they want to 

be — that’s what, I 

think, my example 

shows. All women 

should follow a career 

path that inspires and 

makes them happy,” 

said Aisha Al 

Mansouri, who walks 

the talk. As the UAE’s 

first female A-380 

pilot, she is a role 

model for many young 

Emirati girls. She set 

out to make a career 

in the largely 

male-dominated aviation sector and came 

out with flying colours.

Her first tryst with her future passion began 

at the age of 17, when she visited an air show 

in Al Ain. She then learned about the national 

Cadet Programme being launched at Etihad 

Airways. When Etihad first opened its training 

Soaring High

At 26 years old, Aisha Al Mansoori became 
the UAE’s first female A380 pilot
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 programme in 2007, 

she was just one of 

the two female cadets. 

Her first flight was an 

Airbus A-320 to 

Amman, Jordan.

After flying A-320s 

for five years, Al 

Mansouri moved to the 

A-330 and later to the 

biggest amongst them 

all, the A-380. Flying 

long-haul on the A-380 

to Paris, London, 

Sydney, and new york, 

this ace pilot makes 

sure that she is well 

rested. Having a positive attitude and taking 

care of her diet are the other things that keep 

her in shape. Her favourite moments while 

flying are during take-off and landing.

Interestingly, her elder sister Mariam Al 

Mansouri is also a pathbreaker, well-known as 

one of the first women to have joined the UAE 

Air Force Academy. She went on to become 

the country’s first female fighter pilot. A few 

years later, Mariam flew her F-16 Fighting 

Falcon to lead airstrikes against ISIS in Syria.

Cruising in the clouds, the Al Mansouri 

sisters are trailblazers in the aviation sector of 

the UAE.

Balancing a 

heavy camera on 

her lean 

shoulders, Mona 

Al Tamimi walked 

along the Zanzibar 

shoreline. She 

was intrigued by a 

group of local 

women, draped in 

bright colours, 

covered by a 

sheath of thick 

plastic bags, 

balancing buckets 

of freshly caught fish on their heads. At first, 

the women were curious and suspicious of Al 

Tamimi’s camera, but as they started talking to 

her, the tension eased and instead they 

formed a bond. These filmed moments of the 

poor fisherwomen, who play a major role in 

the Zanzibar economy, were selected to be 

part of a prestigious photo exhibition at 

Tashkeel, Dubai, earlier this year.

This recent exhibition, where Al Tamimi 

displayed her pictures along with that of five 

other Emirati photographers, is one amongst 

many in her vast photography portfolio. For 

the Emirati marketing professional, combining 

her passion for travel and photography has 

been a rewarding journey. 

Her portfolio is a mix of wildlife, cityscape, 

and landscape, wherein she focuses on 

humanitarian and 

women’s 

empowerment 

issues. “Through 

my photography, I 

try to showcase 

gender equality, 

how women can 

shoulder both 

professional and 

family 

responsibilities 

with ease. Most of 

my clicks are 

captured in 

remote areas of the world. I also always try to 

communicate with the people I’m going to 

photograph, to understand their perspective 

and translate that through my pictures,” she 

told 999.

One of her most memorable photos is that 

of a mother carrying her child on her back, in 

mountainous Ladakh, India. “I felt the universal 

love of moms, how they always care for their 

kids, no matter what,” she pointed out.

Fifteen of her photographs portraying the 

lives of the women in nepal, showing them 

building bricks used mainly for construction, 

were part of the first exhibition she 

participated in, a group show in 2018 at Akkas 

Visual Art Centre (SIKKA) in Al Fahidi, Dubai. 

This exhibition gave her confidence, and she 

followed it up by participating twice at 

Exposure Festival in Sharjah.

Mostly a self-taught photographer, the 

Dubai resident upgraded her skills by 

attending several workshops and learning 

from online videos. Alongside a full-time 

marketing career, she pursues photography 

during the evenings, weekends, and on 

holidays. As an Emirati woman, Al Tamimi is 

proud of her journey and the fact that she had 

the choice and freedom to follow her path.

The visual storyteller
Most of my clicks 
are captured in 

remote areas of the 
world. I also always try 
to communicate with 
the people I’m going to 

photograph, to 
understand 

their 
perspective 
and translate 
that through 

my pictures

MONA AL TAMIMI
Emirati photographer and marketing 

professional

Mona Al Tamimi’s photograph of young women in the 
region of Ladakh, India fetching water in a stream
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Sea, the metaphor of life
Ali Obaid is a veteran Emirati commentator and 
writer on local issues; he currently heads the News 

Centre at Dubai Media Incorporated

To him, the sea is not just a stretch of water; it is a humanistic 
outreach. For that reason, the sea remained close to him, and he 
remained close to the sea

I
t extends in front of him as far as the eye can see, raising 

many questions within, deepening the mystery that 

surrounds him, and circumfusing his inner self. He does 

not hang out at this place in the same way as did his fathers, 

grandfathers, and most of those who lived in his homeland, 

at a time when it was the main and almost the only source of 

livelihood. But he was born and raised on its beaches; his 

lungs inhaled the air saturated with its smell since he was a 

newborn.

It is the sea, with which a relationship was developed with that 

child, a relationship that he never ceases to describe. He knows 

that it is an inseparable bond that can 

never be broken.

He used to see the ships entering the 

water body that divides his city to take 

their path to one of its beaches, which 

are vibrant, full of life, and bustling areas. 

Since ancient times, his city has been 

one of the most attractive and inviting 

cities in the world. Seeing all this brings 

up in him the stories of Sinbad and his 

amazing journeys. He travels far away in 

his thoughts to the countries from where 

these ships have sailed, and to those that will be their next 

stop.

He imagines the ships as cities, each with a different taste 

and smell. He envies those who travel on ships and wishes 

he could one day sail on board one of them, to discover this 

amazing world that has always ignited his imagination.

To him, the sea is not just a stretch of water; it is a 

humanistic outreach. For that reason, the sea remained 

close to him, and he remained close to the sea in its rage 

and calmness. It is true that his rage did not show often, 

Each sea has a special 
beauty that we must 
discover, so as not to 
miss the chance to 
enjoy its treasures 
and mysteries

given his calm nature. nevertheless, it is a rage that surges 

within the soul, when the winds are so strong it almost 

uproots so much of the certainties he believes in, before he 

regains his calm. He knows that there is another side to 

everything in life, and that the other side we sometimes fail 

to notice might be more beautiful than the visible side we 

think is the prettiest.

He often wondered: how are we supposed to navigate all 

the seas to discover the most beautiful of them, as the seas 

across the world are more than what the short journey of our 

lives can take in? Therefore, he concluded that each sea has 

a special beauty that we must discover, 

so as not to miss the chance to enjoy its 

treasures and mysteries.

He knows that sunset on the 

seashore may seem sad to some who 

love the sea. But, he is confident that 

those who share the joy of experiencing 

this moment will realise that every day, 

the sun sets to rise again, bringing with 

it a renewed passion for life. That is why 

in his life, the smell of the sea has 

always had the fragrance of sunrise, 

hope and life, despite all the mysteries, secrets and wonders 

of the seas, and the dangers that surround its visitors, which 

books have talked about, and whose remnants are preserved 

in their great depths.

On the seashores, there are beautiful shells, some are 

precious and expensive, known to those with good taste; and 

there is wood from ships’ remains and waste. We are the only 

ones who can choose from what is on the beach to gift 

ourselves the most beautiful things of all, provided we want 

that and strive towards it. 

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior
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THE UAE ISn’T JUST SHIny CITIES; IT’S ALSO A COUnTry OF 

GLOrIOUS WILDErnESS. GOInG On A WEEKEnD ADVEnTUrE IS 

VEry TEMPTInG, BUT THAT rEQUIrES METICULOUS PLAnnInG TO 

PrEVEnT THE LOSS OF LIFE AnD LIMB. 999 SHOWS THE WAy

By ANdy WilsoN

UAE’s grEAt oUtdoors
ExplorE

sAfEly
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W
hen most people think 

of the UAE, they have 

visions of the modern 

and sophisticated 

cities and business 

hubs such as Abu Dhabi, Dubai, and 

Sharjah. But outside of these urban 

metropolises, the UAE has a wealth of 

stunning desert and mountain landscapes 

that draw locals and tourists alike who 

seek to explore and experience the 

phenomenal natural beauty of these 

areas. 

However, as with every kind of 

exploration, a trip into the great outdoors 

of the UAE also requires caution and 

preparation. There have been multiple 

recent instances of hikers being stranded 

and rescued — in parts of the world 

ranging from Hawaii to India — that tell us 

how risky adventures can be. In the UAE, 

too, people have got stranded on several 

occasions when hiking in the mountainous 

areas of the country, especially those in 

the emirate of ras Al Khaimah, which is 

famous for its Hajar mountain trekking 

routes. 

In January 2022, a South African tourist 

aged 50 was rescued after losing his 

way in the Jabal Al Ahqab area, in ras 

Al Khaimah. He was located in a remote 

area, and then was airlifted by a 

helicopter to safety and then to Saqr 

Hospital, where he received treatment 

and was discharged.

Also in January 2022, four women 

were rescued after they got lost while 

hiking in Wadi naqab, ras Al Khaimah. 

It took a search-and-rescue operation 

of two hours to reach the four women 

and put them to safety. They had been 

following a hiking trail, but got lost after 

sundown due to the darkness.

Before these incidents, in December 

2021, a European hiker, aged 46, fell 

and broke his leg amidst the rugged 

terrain in Wadi naqab. It took a search 

team from ras Al Khaimah Civil 

Defence 45 minutes to reach the man 

on foot. After the search team treated 

his immediate injuries, he was flown by 

helicopter to hospital.

All through 2021, ras Al Khaimah 

Police and the rAK Civil Defence 

Department carried out 78 mountain 

rescue missions.

These examples show that even 

though hiking in the deserts and 

mountains has many positive aspects, it 

also has its dangers. These hikers were 

fortunate as the UAE authorities are very 

responsive to emergency situations, but 

it would’ve been very easy for such 

incidents to become fatal. 

That said, there are millions of people 

who enjoy and regularly undertake 

outdoor activities all around the world. 

There are diverse hiking opportunities 

in temperate, tropical, arctic, and arid 

All through 2021, Ras 
Al Khaimah Police and 
the RAK Civil Defence 
Department carried 
out 78 mountain 
rescue missions

CIVIL dEfENCE
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environments; each one brings its own 

challenges. The challenges in the wet 

and humid Florida Everglades will be 

different than the dry mountains of ras 

Al Khaimah or the deserts of rub Al 

Khali. But the basic principles for 

planning your hiking and wandering 

adventures are virtually the same 

wherever you are.

In another example of a serious hiking 

injury, an experienced European hiker 

from Dubai fractured her spine while 

hiking in the Ghalilah mountains of ras 

Al Khaimah, in February 2021. After a 

very bad fall, the woman, aged 36, lost 

consciousness and her hiking partners 

raised the alarm. A search-and-rescue 

team located and airlifted the woman by 

helicopter to Sheikh Khalifa Speciality 

Hospital in ras Al Khaimah, and she was 

later taken to Mediclinic Welcare 

Hospital in Dubai, where she stayed in 

intensive care for five days.

Dr Ahmed Allam, Consultant 

neurosurgeon at Mediclinic Welcare 

Hospital, stated, “She had highly 

unstable spine fractures involving three 

shattered vertebral bodies and was 

unable to move or even turn. The 

rescue team did an amazing job, 

transferring her into the helicopter from 

the mountain, without causing further 

damage to her unstable spine.”

It had been a less fortunate end for a 

European man, who died when trekking 

with three others in the Al Manaie area 

of ras Al Khaimah, bordering Oman, in 

June 2019. All the others in the group 

also had injuries, but this man’s 

condition was the most serious after a 

fatal fall. Getting a call for help, rAK 

Police contacted the Air Wing of the 

national Centre for Search and rescue. 

Three of them could be taken to safety; 

the fourth didn’t make it.

Local media reported that European 

trekkers often went hiking to the range 

of mountains running through the 

emirate, with its peak at Jebel Jais (1,911 

metres high above sea level).

While the emirate of ras Al Khaimah is 

a magnet for adventure enthusiasts, 

there have also been several cases of 

hikers being rescued from Abu Dhabi 

(Arab hiker with a fractured leg airlifted 

from the Jebel Hafeet area, in May 2021); 

Fujairah (expat trio rescued by civil 

defence from the Al Ghub area in Dibbah, 

in April 2021); and Sharjah (European 

hiker rescued by helicopter after a 50-ft 

fall in the Mleiha area, in March 2021).

KNOW WHERE YOU’RE GOING

If so many hikers keep getting 

stranded and injured around the UAE, 

there must be some common factors 

behind this. It may be assumed that all 

of them have a reasonable degree of 

physical fitness, without which they 

couldn’t attempt the trek in the first 

place. However, did they also have a 

thorough knowledge of the terrain they 

attempted to explore?

When someone is told, “Know where 

you’re going”, that might sound a bit 

silly, as everyone will say they know 

where they’re going when they start a 

journey. But, when they lose their way 

or stumble upon a place whose risks 

they had underestimated, they might 

realise they didn’t know where they 

were going.

Motoring routes and walking trails for 

a hiking trip need to be planned in 

detail. you’ll need to know the roads 

down which you’ll drive to the point 

where you’ll start your walk. What will 

the conditions of the road be? Are they 

tarmac or dirt roads? Along the route, 

where are the nearest gas stations, 

shops, restaurants, and also hospitals 

and emergency services? These are 

basic considerations.

These days, when you’re planning 

your hiking route, there are plenty of 

virtual apps that can help you — a basic 
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app would be Google Maps. When 

planning your hiking route, ensure that 

you know the distance and the difficulty 

level of the routes you’re choosing. Do 

not choose a route that’s too long and 

strenuous for your fitness and 

experience level. If you’re a beginner, 

then start slowly with short hikes to 

build up your fitness and confidence.

GET SMART WITH GADGETS

Almost everyone these days uses 

GPS for navigation and generally for 

finding their way around places. Most 

smartphones have a GPS app that can 

be used during the hike. However, what 

if you don’t have mobile phone 

coverage in remote areas? It’s better 

not to depend entirely on mobile 

reception; it’s smarter to print out the 

map of the place where you want to 

hike, so that you have offline aid where 

online support isn’t available.

Also, you need to always anticipate 

an emergency and have a way to call 

for help. Other than the 999 helpline, 

remember to save the numbers of 

friends or relatives whom you can call if 

you’re stranded, so that someone 

knows where you are. your mobile 

phone needs to be charged in order to 

make that call, so take a power bank in 

case the phone battery gets drained 

during the trek. It’d make sense to carry 

an extra mobile phone, securely placed 

in your backpack, in case you happen 

to drop and break your 

primary device.

There are many 

dedicated GPS 

satellite 

navigation 

systems that 

are ideal for 

hikers, but you 

need to 

You need to always 
anticipate an 
emergency and have 
a way to call for help. 
Other than the 999 
helpline, remember to 
save the numbers of 
friends or relatives

CIVIL dEfENCE

understand how to use them before 

starting out on the hike. Again, if you’re 

using these GPS devices when hiking, 

ensure they’re fully charged and that 

you’ve got power backup — and take 

care not to drop or lose them. 

ACqUIRE TRADITIONAL SKILLS

Learning how to use a map and a 

compass are positive skills and they 

can be part of your hiking activities. 

Compasses were first invented around 

2,000 years ago and they’ve been used 

for navigation ever since. If you know 

how to use a compass and read a 

paper map, you have a very good 

chance of orienting yourself in the 

direction of safety and of getting 

yourself out of a tight situation.

Another traditional navigation skill 

— also a vital survival skill — is learning 

to read the night sky. The position of 

the stars can indicate which way to go, 

if it’s too dark to see anything else.

There are lots of resources, videos, 

and books available that can help you 
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to develop your hiking, outdoors, and 

survival skills.

An absolutely traditional method of 

staying safe — one that we tend to 

forget in this era of 24x7 connectivity 

— is simply letting someone know that 

you’re going hiking and expect to be 

back at a certain time. For this, 

of course, you’d need to 

estimate how many 

hours the trek would 

take. This trusted 

person would 

understand that 

something 

might be 

wrong if you 

haven’t got 

back by the 

estimated time, 

even allowing 

for a couple of 

extra hours of 

delay.

When you’ve 

planned your route, share it with the 

trusted person and let them know that 

you’ll call them when you return or 

have mobile phone coverage. Also, tell 

this person that if you don’t contact 

them and they can’t contact you after a 

specific time, there might be a problem 

and they’d need to inform 

the emergency services. Keeping a 

trusted person clued into your planned 

route can be a huge help for the 

emergency rescue team; it goes 

without saying that you’d need to stick 

to this planned route.

If there’s an emergency, don’t wander 

or take apparent shortcuts to try to 

reach help. Stay on known and safe 

tracks in order to be found quickly. If 

you’re within the network coverage 

area, then send your “live location” on 

WhatsApp to the trusted person. If 

you’re out of the coverage area, stay on 

the path, keep your phone charged, 

and put on the ringtone at the top 

volume when you sense that a rescue 

team is near. Sound travels far in 

remote areas, and any electronic sound 

is instantly distinguishable.

DRIVING TO THE START POINT 

your adventure starts when you drive 

to the location where you’ll begin 

hiking. Always ensure that your vehicle 

is in a good condition for the drive 

there and back. Keep a breakdown kit, 

a spare tyre, 

plenty of 

fuel, 

and 

a 

If there’s an 
emergency, don’t 
wander or take 
apparent shortcuts to 
try to reach help. Stay 
on known and safe 
tracks in order to be 
found quickly
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list of numbers to call if the car breaks 

down.

The basic rules apply when you’re 

driving off road; know your routes, have 

good communications, and have plans to 

deal with emergencies such as 

breakdowns and accidents. If your car 

breaks down or you have an accident, stay 

with the vehicle, as it’s easier for the 

emergency services to find a car in the 

wilderness than a person. Consider putting 

a GPS tracker in your vehicle, so that you 

can find it if you get disoriented and the 

emergency services can find it in case of 

an accident or a problem.

It’s always good to keep extra water, 

drinks, and food in your vehicle for the 

return journey. It’s also a motivator, when 

someone is tired, to know that when they 

finish their hike, there’ll be refreshments 

waiting for them. A positive mindset is very 

important when people are tired or 

injured.

UAE police forces and mountain 

rescue teams repeat and publish safety 

warnings about the dangers that can 

occur when hiking. Amy Subaey, 

Director of UAE Trekkers, a hiking 

company in Dubai, stated, “Getting 

stuck happens when people do not 

understand the risks they take when 

they go hiking in the summer.” She 

added, “They start late in the morning, 

take [only] enough water for a few 

hours and underestimate the time it will 

take to be safe again. They also think 

that help is just a phone call away and 

do not understand that in some remote 

places in the UAE, you cannot make 

that call.”

Getting stuck 
happens when 

people do not understand 
the risks they take when 
they go hiking. They start 
late in the morning, take 
only enough 
water for a 
few hours and 
underestimate 
the time 

AMY SUBAEY
Director of UAE Trekkers

GEAR UP FOR THE WILDERNESS

Planning for a hike includes carrying 

the right clothes and gear, too. Make 

sure you dress appropriately for the 

weather conditions you could 

encounter and carry a spare warm 

jacket if there’s any possibility you’ll be 

out overnight, intentionally or not. 

remember, deserts and mountains can 

get very cold at night. Do not wear new 

boots, unless you’ve “broken them in”, 

meaning you’ve walked in them enough 

so they’ll not cause blisters.

Blisters on the feet can be extremely 

painful and make a person hobble; for a 

hiker, that means the loss of precious 

time and the serious risk of losing 

CIVIL dEfENCE

balance on treacherous terrain. If your 

feet are hurting, you may not be able to 

get back to your starting point before 

darkness gathers. This, in turn, could 

result in further injury and losing the 

way.

The equipment and supplies you 

carry will depend on the distance and 

duration of the intended hike. Take 

what you’ll actually need and not what 

you think you’ll need. Many novice 

hikers carry too much unnecessary 

equipment, which tires them out very 

quickly.

The basics are: sufficient water, 

means of communications, means of 

navigation, food, warm clothing, 
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GPS TRACKER FOR VEHICLE SAFETY

GPS trackers available in the 

market come in various sizes, with 

specific models designed for hikers 

and outdoors enthusiasts. The tracker 

works the same as the GPS in your 

mobile phone and transmits the 

location of the tracker that can be 

monitored from another phone or 

device with Wi-Fi or Internet access.

For those going into areas where 

there’s no Internet connection, there 

are trackers available that work off 

satellites, much the same as a 

satellite phone. They can track your 

routes and send out timed e-mail or 

SMS alerts of where you are and that 

all is OK, or they can be used to send 

emergency signals in case of an 

accident etc. With developments in 

technology, GPS trackers are 

becoming smaller with longer battery 

lives, so they’re easy and light to 

carry or place in your vehicle.

There are many trackers 

specifically available for cars that are 

sold as anti-theft devices, so that the 

vehicle can be found if stolen. Such 

devices can also be used for other 

purposes. 

emergency signalling, and first-aid 

equipment.

In the deserts and mountains, you 

and those with you must have plenty of 

drinking water, as dehydration is a big 

threat that can lead to an emergency 

situation and possible death. 

Heatstroke is also a potential medical 

problem, so ensure you know how to 

spot the signs and know the remedy. If 

you’re serious about hiking, then 

undertake a first-aid course, as it could 

save lives.

HIRING THE RIGHT GUIDE

If you book a hiking tour in the ras Al 

Khaimah mountains, ensure that the 

company or guide who’s taking you is 

licensed and has the relevant permits. 

In 2021, the permit system for paid 

hikes came into effect following a 

number of accidents and emergency 

calls.

In one major incident in December 

2020, nine hikers got lost and were 

eventually rescued after a 13-hour 

search by the police. All of these 

incidents cost money to respond to, 

and put the lives of search-and-rescue 

team members at risk. recreational 

hiking for individuals and small groups 

do not require a permit, as long as 

those taking part are not paying for the 

services of a guide.

TOOLS TO LET PEOPLE KNOW 
YOUR LOCATION

  Whistle and flare. Let’s say your 
smartphone or GPS tracker or 
some other new-age gadget is lost 
or broken or malfunctioning. What 
do you do to be rescued? you can 
use these two to signal to the 
rescue team that you’re at a 
specific spot. 

  The sound of a whistle carries far 
and wide; a flare shot into the night 
sky can be seen from a mile away. 
They’re especially useful in the 
dark when an individual hiker is 
barely visible against the 
landscape.

  A flare can also be used for lighting 
a fire that provides warmth if the 
weather is really chilly.

  A silver foil survival blanket can 
keep a stranded or injured person 
warm and it can also be used to 
signal a person’s location.

  A flashlight, along with spare 
batteries, is essential for the 
emergency kit, not only so you can 
see at night but also for signalling 
to rescuers.

  A high-visibility vest is something 
you can put on if you’re in an 
emergency situation and are too 
weak and exhausted to do 
anything other than just wait to be 
rescued.
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thiS iS me
Dr Samar Al-Shamsi is an internationally respected artist who is 

renowned for her commissioned portraits of high-profile individuals, including 
the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, UAE President His Highness 

Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, US President Barack Obama, and others.

Amidst the burdens of life, women cannot be faltered 
by the storms nor defeated by the raids of despair 

A
n old saying goes, “a woman’s strength is in her 

weakness.” I corroborate that. She is a 

marvellous creature that holds within a map of 

miraculous features of paths and ways. She is not within 

everybody’s reach. She is the fresh waters that quench 

thirst and revitalise the body. She is the air that nations 

inhale; the mentor that instills values and principles into 

others; the first educator of all mankind that only the 

ungrateful would deny her gratitude.  

As righteousness and good instincts are at the core of 

our existence, women cannot be 

compared to one another or across 

eras. We had long ago learned that 

exceptions to rules are not a 

measure. Many were the women 

who shouldered the burdens of life, 

who were betrayed by their people 

and thrown to the human wolves. 

They survived though, fought, 

struggled, and brought themselves 

to safety and serenity. They 

mentored people who led the entire 

world. Such is the weak strong 

woman that cannot be faltered by 

the storms nor defeated by the raids 

of despair. 

When she loves, she loves with all her heart. She can 

mend the wounds of others, yet hers remain open. She 

gives power to those around her, while she sways at 

the brink of the abyss. She can interpret acts and read 

others through their eyes. She catches sight of tears 

I am the pleasant 
chat on cold winter 
nights. I am the 
union in loss. I am 
the harbour no 
matter how high  
the tides

before they roll down the cheeks. She is there for 

everybody, yet nobody is there for her. She gracefully 

wraps herself with her pains that no matter how tight 

and hurting they become, she would still look 

gorgeous. She puts together the pieces of her wounds 

and makes a sweet cake out of them to face the 

bitterness of the days. The impossible does not exist 

for her. Her nails are her weapon against those who 

attempt to hurt her. 

She blows life in the hearts of the miserable. She 

sends cues of hope to the hopeless 

as if she says, “I am the pleasant 

chat on cold winter nights. I am the 

union in loss. I am the harbour no 

matter how high the tides. I am the 

sparkling moon that leads the 

wanderer’s path. I am the warm 

shiny sun in loneliness. I am the 

tender heart, the protective hands, 

the watchful eyes in dark nights. I 

am the rainy sky full of dewdrops 

that fall down on the branches of 

life. I am the veiling mountain, 

hiding within the fortunes of nations 

and the treasures of the world. I am 

the sea and the ocean where the tragedies of humans 

sink into my dark depths. I am the fresh water that 

quenches the thirsty, washes the soil of depression to 

wipe despair off faces. I am the hope that beats inside 

the confused to give them peace again. This is me, if 

you were after my strength.” 
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signs to know
if you had

By rosANNe Cruz

IF yOU DIDn’T rECEIVE A POSITIVE COVID-19 TEST WHEn yOU 

WErE UnWELL, IT DOESn’T nECESSArILy MEAn THAT yOU 

DIDn’T HAVE THE DISEASE. LEArn THE TELL-TALE SIGnS, SO 

THAT yOU’rE ABLE TO TAKE BETTEr CArE OF yOUrSELF

C      Vid-19

TIPS & TrIVIA

8
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A
s the Omicron variant of the 

novel coronavirus continues to 

spread, public health experts 

are discussing the sensitivities of the 

various tests used to detect COVID-19. 

This comes after several reports of 

repeated false negative tests using 

lateral flow tests (LFTs), including rapid 

antigen, only to test positive later after 

taking a PCr test.

The United States Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA) said on its 

website: “Clinical laboratory staff and 

healthcare providers should be aware 

that false negative results may occur 

with any molecular test for the 

detection of SArS-CoV-2, particularly if 

a mutation occurs in the part of the 

virus’ genome assessed by that test.”

LFTs use antibodies to detect viral 

proteins, or antigens, in the nasal 

passages. Their sensitivity is between 

40 per cent and 60 per cent. Unlike 

LFTs, polymerase chain reaction (PCr) 

test has a sensitivity of 86 per cent for 

nasal samples and 100 per cent for 

oral samples in detecting the Omicron 

variant — making it the “gold standard” 

for COVID-19 testing to date.

So far, more than 400 million 

coronavirus cases have been reported 

across the world. However, these 

figures show only detected COVID-19 

cases. There have been instances 

when people had the disease, but they 

never received a confirmed test result 

or got false negative results.

More than just to satisfy your 

curiosity, it’s crucial to determine if you 

had COVID-19 before in order to know 

if your body has created antibodies 

against the virus. This, aside from 

booster shots, can give your body 

better defences against severe 

infection, at the very least. That’s why 

there’s a separate antibody or serology 

test, which can tell you if it’s likely 

you’ve had the disease. 

Also, in severe cases, some people 

who had caught the virus before, but 

didn’t know they were infected 

because they didn’t undergo a PCr 

test, may experience a wide range of 

returning, or long-term effects of 

More than just 
to satisfy your 
curiosity, it’s crucial 
to determine if you 
had COVID-19 before 
in order to know 
if your body has 
created antibodies 
against the virus

COVID-19, also known as “long 

COVID”. In order to assess and treat 

the ongoing health problems properly, 

here comes the importance of knowing 

whether you had COVID-19 before or 

not.

The following signs may help you 

determine if you had COVID-19  

before:
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rapid antigen tests, when conducted on children to detect the COVID-19 
infection, do not meet the accuracy criteria set by the World Health Organization 
and by US and UK device regulators. A study by BMJ Evidence-Based Medicine 
has highlighted that the tests failed to detect the virus in 36 per cent of infected 
children. Amongst kids with symptoms, it missed 28 per cent of infections. 
Amongst infected kids without symptoms, the tests didn’t highlight the 
coronavirus in 44 per cent of the cases. Only about 1 per cent of the time did the 
tests mistakenly diagnose the virus in a child who was not infected.

Did you know?

Source: BMJ Evidence-Based Medicine

8
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fEvEr fIrsT
If you suffered from fever 

for days, were unable 
to cope with cough, 
and felt exhausted 
and still the flu test 
was negative, chances 
are that you may have 
had COVID-19. A study published by 
the University of Southern California 
has highlighted that influenza most 
commonly starts with a cough, while 
the initial symptom of COVID-19 is most 
likely to be a fever. Physicians say 
that COVID-19 symptoms aren’t easily 
predictable.

PINk EyE INfEcTION
Some people with COVID-19 

develop eye symptoms 
like dry eyes, pink eye, 
swelling, excessive 
tearing, and increased 

eye secretions. Eye 
infections are usually 

accompanied by more typical COVID-19 
symptoms, but sometimes they don’t 
get highlighted in the PCr test. If 
you have a pink eye infection or 
conjunctivitis, don’t panic. Contact 
your ophthalmologist and follow their 
instructions for care without any delay.

TasTE aNd smELL LOss
Studies suggest that loss 

of taste or 
smell was reported in 47 
per cent of COVID-19 
cases and is most common 
in people with mild to moderate 
disease. Sometimes both occur 

simultaneously. And most often, it 
occurs without other symptoms such 
as fever, coughing, aches, and fatigue. 
This suggests that perhaps smell 
loss could be used as an early alarm 
system. 

HaIr Is THE PrOBLEm
In many instances, people 

having a past infection of 
COVID-19 suffer from hair loss. The 

phenomenon, known 
as telogen effluvium, 
occurs when physical 
or psychological 
stress causes hair 

roots to be pushed into 
a resting state prematurely. The good 
news is that your hair gets restored. 
Shedding can continue up to six 
months, and full recovery takes up to 
18 months because hair grows back a 
bit slowly.

HIvEs aNd rasHEs
Skin rashes are symptoms 

and sometimes even 
the after-effects of 
a COVID infection. 
While those who 
have pre-existing 
skin conditions are 
not particularly prone 
to rashes, irrespective 
of how severe the symptoms are, skin 
rashes are plausible. These hives and 
rashes, more common in children than 
adults, usually get resolved on their 
own with judicious use of moisturiser 
or topical steroids (only if prescribed 
by the doctor), if the itch is particularly 
bothersome.

dIarrHOEa
Diarrhoea points to an early 

sign of COVID-19, starting 
on the first day of 
infection and building 
in intensity during 
the first week. The 
stomach-related illness 
generally occurs alongside 
other symptoms, depending on age, 
and whether you have a localised 
COVID-19 infection or an infection that 
affects more of your body.

dry mOuTH
One of the oral 

manifestations in COVID-19 
patients is xerostomia or 
dry mouth. Although diverse 

reasons have been noted for 
xerostomia, many studies suggest that 
the presence of the SArS-CoV-2 virus 
in salivary glands and the resultant 
alterations in these glands could be the 
most important reason for this sign. 

cOvId TOEs
This is just another way that the 

body can respond to a viral 
infection. In COVID-19 toes, 
people generally report red 

lesions, typically on the soles. It’s 
possible that this 
could be a skin reaction 
or caused by a small 
clog or micro clots in the blood 
vessels found in the toes. 

1

2

5

6

7

3

4



MARch 2022999 Security And SAfety for All74

Security And Safety For All

THE dELINquENT 
NEIGHbOur

A dishonest And violent young mAn gets the 
punishment he deserves when his community 

finAlly loses pAtience with him

By WaGih haSSan

CrImE & PuNISHmENT 
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W
ho amongst us doesn’t know 

that disregarding or condoning 

the reprehensible acts 

committed by a small group of 

criminally inclined people emboldens them to 

move to bigger crimes? People refrain from 

reporting their offensive actions for a variety 

of reasons — from fear of retaliation by the 

criminals after they’re released from jail to a 

compulsion to be nice to their relatives.

One such delinquent neighbour was 

Marwan. His parents did everything they 

could to ensure that he continued his 

education. But Marwan fell into bad company, 

which pushed him into the world of vice 

including drugs.

Marwan became a  

fraudster and an extortionist, 

inflicting his criminal activities 

in the neighbourhood. 

However, he didn’t realise 

that the police would get to him 

sooner or later, as they kept an 

eye on everything and worked 

to ensure public safety.

There came a time when 

this delinquent, who scammed 

and intimidated people, could 

no longer be tolerated in the 

neighbourhood. The climax 

came soon enough.

At about 7 o’clock one 

morning, Marwan went out to 

the neighbourhood square, which was when 

most employees left for work and students 

went to their schools and universities.

As people were getting ready for their 

daily commute, the peace of the morning was 

shattered by this young man’s screams — he 

was spewing out obscene and abusive words 

in his rough and hoarse voice. It seemed 

obvious that he was under the influence of 

narcotics.

In a shocking move, Marwan aggressively 

approached one of the neighbourhood 

women and pointed a big, sharp knife at 

her. As she screamed for help, men from 

the neighbourhood rushed to her aid and 

prevented any grievous injury.

At that moment, they all decided to teach 

Marwan a harsh lesson to ensure that he 

understood his limits. They went to the police 

station to file a complaint, explaining that 

his awful behaviour put the neighbourhood, 

especially women and children, in harm’s 

way. 

The moment Marwan learned that the police 

were on his trail, he tried to evade arrest and 

fled to another emirate for some time, hoping 

that he wouldn’t be tracked there.

However, he had underestimated the long 

arm of the law. Investigators and criminal 

prosecutors of the two cities cooperated to 

gather information that Marwan was staying 

with one of his friends. The police acted 

quickly before he flew out of their grasp.

The Criminal Investigation Department 

sent a patrol to the friend’s house. As they 

rang the bell, Marwan’s friend escaped to the 

roof of the house after he saw the police. He 

jumped from one roof to another, and then 

finally jumped down to the main street.

This friend, also a drug addict, stopped 

a private vehicle and threatened its driver 

at knifepoint if he 

didn’t drive as fast 

as possible to any 

place far from that 

neighbourhood, 

since the police 

patrol was chasing 

him. 

But it wasn’t 

a good day for 

Marwan’s friend, 

because the car he 

had stopped was 

being driven by an 

off-duty policeman, 

coincidentally. The 

cop was trained in 

handling criminals 

and wasn’t intimidated by the sight of a 

knife. He simply opened his car door and hit 

Marwan hard with it, making him fall to the 

ground; the off-duty policeman then jumped 

out and restrained the suspect.

Some minutes later, the patrol members 

reached the spot and took custody of Marwan’s 

friend. They thanked their off-duty colleague 

for his high sense of security, presence of 

mind, and his contribution to the arrest.

The friend’s house was searched, and two 

small bags of narcotic pills were found. 

In court, Marwan’s friend was found guilty 

of possessing drugs with the intent of abuse, 

harbouring a fugitive, and assaulting a 

motorist. He was sentenced to spend years in 

a correctional facility.

In Marwan’s case, the court ordered him 

to spend a jail term for fraud, extortion, 

disturbing others, assaults, evading the law, 

and possessing narcotic pills.

The vigilant eyes of the police and the 

judgement of the judiciary restored peace to 

the neighbourhood where Marwan lived. Its 

residents were finally able to sleep in safety 

and security.

The vigilant eyes 
of the police and 
the judgement 
of the judiciary 

restored peace to 
the neighbourhood 

where Marwan lived
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Caught
on Cam

By nEiL BiE

MURDERERS, THIEvES, AND FElONS THOUGHT THEY HAD 
HATCHED A PERFECT PlOT TO CARRY OUT A CRIME – UNTIl 

THEY GOT bUSTED bY EAGlE-EYED CAMERAS 
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The Watts family

CrImE mySTErIES

Shannan Watts, 34, along with her two daughters, Bella and 

CeCe, had just returned home from a business trip. Her friend 

nicole Atkinson drove Shannan all the way home since the latter 

was 15 weeks pregnant with her son, who was to be called ‘nico’.

nicole got concerned when she noticed that Shannan had 

missed her ob-gyn appointment. She got more worried when 

Shannan stopped replying to her text messages and stopped 

answering her calls. nicole contacted Shannan’s husband, Chris, as 

well as the local police. When the authorities requested a welfare 

check at the Watts’ house, Chris let them search their home — 

Shanann’s handbag, which included her mobile phone and keys, 

was located. Her vehicle was parked in the garage, still containing 

the girls’ car seats. Her wedding ring was discovered near the bed. 

Earlier, Chris said that Shanann had run off with his girls. His alibi 

was that he came to work early that day.

However, nicole’s concerns regarding Chris’ and Shannan’s 

marriage, as well as a police officer’s body cam footage, revealed clues 

faster. In a netflix documentary titled “American Murder: The Family 

next Door”, Chris appeared anxious, as recorded by the police body 

cam during their welfare visit. This reaction intensified while the police 

were reviewing the clips of his neighbour’s surveillance camera with 

Chris. The surveillance camera was pointed right at the Watts family’s 

driveway. 

When the neighbour started to rewind the video attempting to figure 

out when he first noticed Chris, the latter struggled to maintain his 

composure. However, his demeanour completely crumbled when a 

part of the CCTV footage showed him backing up his pickup truck, 

Two thieves and their accomplices in a bank in southern 

Brazil thought that they had the perfect plan for a bank heist. 

To thwart bank alarms, they chose to wear aluminium foil from 

head to toe. 

What they didn’t anticipate were the inside security 

cameras that were recording their every move and storing it 

in a centralised surveillance office. The thieves’ appearance 

made a striking impact on the authorities as they reviewed the 

footage, due to the unique camouflage.

According to Santa Catarina military police, the suspects 

selected such outfits to avoid triggering alarms with body heat 

at the Banco do Brasil branch in Praia Grande. The authorities 

added that in their records, these gangs used an aluminium 

cloak to loot multiple ATMs in rio de Janeiro.

“They broke down one of the walls and thought the 

detectors from the alarm would not notice them. When the 

bank’s central monitoring system saw them on the screen, 

they called the police immediately,” said the police 

spokesperson.

Closed-circuit video showed two individuals crawling on the 

ground in the makeshift aluminium costumes, near the bank’s 

main safe. “We found a power drill and other instruments that 

BODY CAM REACTION
When: AuGuSt 2018
Where: colorAdo, united StAteS

FOILED HEIST
When: APril 2016
Where: SAntA cAtArinA, BrAzil

loading the cadavers, and driving away. 

Chris was arrested and detained. He failed a polygraph test and 

admitted to killing Shanann. 

According to the police investigation, Chris was having an affair 

with his colleague, nichol Kessinger, and requested a divorce. He 

claimed throughout the enquiry that Shanann strangled the 

daughters in response to his desire for separation, and that he 

subsequently murdered her in a fit of wrath and moved their 

remains to a distant oil-storage facility, where he worked. Shanann’s 

body was buried nearby in a shallow grave, while the remains of the 

girls were discovered in crude oil storage tanks.

Chris was charged with four counts of first-degree murder, plus 

one count per child for “death of a kid under the age of 12 years 

when the defendant was in a position of trust”, unlawful pregnancy 

termination, and three counts of tampering with a deceased human 

corpse. 

led us to believe they were looking to break into the safe. 

However, they left empty-handed,” added the police 

representative.

The police suspected they were working with one or two 

other persons who posed as lookouts and alerted them to the 

situation before the squad vehicles arrived. At least one 

individual was arrested in connection with the attempted 

heist.
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A bank robber wrapped his whole body with aluminium foil 
(CCTV screengrab)
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Carlesha Freeland-Gaither, 22, was walking home late at 

night after her duty as a nursing assistant, when she was 

suddenly grabbed and groped against her will by an 

unknown assailant.

She attempted to escape but the man’s brute force forced 

her into his car. Carlesha fought on and shattered the car’s 

back glass, but to no avail.

Her mobile phone was discovered near the scene of the 

kidnapping, and investigators suspected that she had either 

dropped it on purpose during the fight or tossed it out of 

the window as evidence.

The second clue, according to the police, came when she 

revealed to the abductor the correct PIn for her debit card 

rather than prevent him from taking cash from her account. 

Since she gave him the correct code, he was able to 

withdraw money from her account at an ATM in Aberdeen, 

Maryland, inadvertently letting the authorities trace her 

location.

Because the authorities were able to read the precise 

minute when the victim’s card was used at the ATM, they 

were able to cross-reference it with footage from security 

cameras nearby — this gave them a description of the 

culprit.

This description matched that of a guy who had 

DISMEMBERED CHILD
When: July 2011
Where: neW york, united StAteS

After a long day at his camp, eight-year-old Leiby Kletzky 

was supposed to meet up with his mom at a particular 

location. The mother was immediately alarmed when her son 

didn’t show up, prompting a search for her missing child. 

Police reviewed surveillance cameras in the area and found that 

Leiby left camp at 5:05 pm, missing the turn he needed to make to 

meet his mother. According to the authorities, he got lost and 

approached a stranger, 35-year-old Levy Aron, for guidance to get 

back on his way to where he was supposed to meet his mother.

Security camera showed the boy talking to Aron near his 

car. The police only found out about Aron’s identity when they 

pinpointed that the suspect had spoken with his dentist 

before he went off with the boy in his car.

The police got to Aron’s house at about 2:40 am, and 

discovered the door slightly ajar. The suspect was standing in 

the centre of the room, shirtless. When asked by the police 

where the boy was, he pointed towards the kitchen.

There was blood on the refrigerator handle, and 

investigators discovered a cutting board and three carving 

knives inside, as well as what they suspected to be the boy’s 

bones. Aron also pointed to some trash where more severed 

body parts were discovered.

The police suspected that Aron took the boy to his 

apartment and reportedly murdered him thereafter becoming 

TERRIFYINg ABDUCTION
When: noveMBer 2014
Where: PhilAdelPhiA, united StAteS

purchased a bag of potato chips and water from a 

neighbouring grocery shop, providing detectives with yet 

another clue. The suspect was later on identified as 

37-year-old Delvin Barnes.

CCTV footage played a key role in the investigation right 

from the beginning, since the abduction itself was recorded 

on video. The police recognised a sticker on the suspect’s 

car and linked it to Delvin, who was wanted for a recent 

attack. The detectives were able to identify the car 

dealership where Delvin purchased the vehicle. 

As part of a programme for financially troubled 

consumers, that dealership had GPS put in the automobile. 

The GPS coordinates led authorities to the car; the woman 

was rescued, and the criminal was caught.

Delvin was sentenced to 35 years in prison in 2016.

terrified seeing all the “missing person” flyers and people 

looking for the boy.

According to a medical examiner, Leiby, who was slain and 

mutilated after being abducted, was given a fatal mix of 

chemicals. An autopsy revealed that his blood included traces 

of cyclobenzaprine, a muscle relaxant; quetiapine, an 

antipsychotic medication; Vicodin, and Tylenol. He was 

smothered and died of suffocation. 

A grand jury returned an eight-count indictment 

charging Aron with two counts of felony murder. The maximum 

sentence for first-degree murder is life in prison without parole. 

He was also found guilty of other charges, including 

kidnapping.
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CCTV screengrab showing the abduction of Carlesha Gaither

Leiby Kletzky (L) Levi Aron (R)
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tHe awakening
THE GROUNDSwEll OF ARAb NATIONAlISM CAME IN 

PARAllEl wITH THE DOwNPOUR OF AID FOR THE TRUCIAl 
STATES—wHICH GAvE RISE TO vARIOUS DEvElOPMENTS 

ACROSS THE EMIRATES

By DR FaLEh hanDhaL
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I
n the years leading up to the 

formation of the Union, the seven 

emirates each made their own 

roadmaps for progress, but slowly, 

those separate paths began coalescing 

in common federal goals — that 

happened with the help of Arab 

neighbours in the development of what 

is now the UAE, and of course, the 

arrival of the late Sheikh Zayed bin 

Sultan Al nahyan, the Founding Father, 

on the political stage.

As we have seen in the previous 

chapter of this column, from 1952 to 

1965, Trucial States Council meetings, 

chaired by the British Political resident, 

discussed various administrative and 

development matters such as 

establishing borders; creating travel 

documents; ensuring water supply; 

fortifying health and education, and 

general safety; determining the legal 

status of the British government 

subjects, and so on.

The British Development and Water 

Fund was set up in 1953, with 20,000 

pounds provided by the British and 

4,000 pounds by Sheikh Shakhbut bin 

Sultan, then ruler of Abu Dhabi. 

Financial aid was also coming to the 

Trucial States (the lands of the present-

day UAE) from the Arab League (an 

organisation founded in March 1945), 

especially from Kuwait and Saudi 

Arabia. Supported by revenues and aid 

from various sources, schools and 

hospitals were being built around the 

emirates, and water wells were being 

dug.

The first Arab country to contribute 

to the development and 

reconstruction plans of the emirates 

was Kuwait. Before it gained total 

independence from Britain, in 

november 1953, Kuwait sent an 

educational mission consisting of two 

teachers to Sharjah with purchase 

expenses, books, stationery, and 

seats. The beneficiaries were students 

attending the Islah religious school in 

Sharjah. During the first year of the 

school, 250 students enrolled, and 

400 the following year. A small 

building with four classrooms and an 

administration office was constructed 

by the British in 1955 for the school.

The first Arab 
country to contribute 
to the development 
and reconstruction 
plans of the emirates 
was Kuwait

HISTOry

Aerial view of Abu Dhabi Corniche (1969)

Kuwait Hospital in Dubai (1972)
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Sheikh Saqr bin 
Sultan Al Qasimi 
visited Cairo in 1955 
and requested a 
number of teachers 
and doctors to be 
sent to Sharjah

After that, Kuwait sent a Palestinian 

teacher to give lessons to the female 

students. Originally, the study course 

followed Kuwait’s educational system 

and curriculum, which led to its being 

called “Al-Qasimiyah School”. 

The first Kuwaiti teacher arrived in ras 

Al Khaimah in 1954, teaching at Al 

Hedaya School. 

In 1956, Sheikh rashid bin Saeed Al 

Maktoum requested for an education 

mission to be sent to Dubai. So, Kuwait 

sent a Palestinian professor to the 

emirate to help develop its education 

system.

In Umm Al Quwain, the first teacher 

affiliated with the Kuwaiti mission arrived 

in 1957, and the Kuwaiti government 

established the first school there. Ajman 

began formal education in 1958, when 

Kuwait established a school called Al 

rashidiya.

Other countries were also engaged in 

the emirates’ plans to improve 

education. The ruler of Sharjah at that 

time, Sheikh Saqr bin Sultan Al Qasimi, 

visited Cairo in 1955 and requested a 

number of teachers and doctors to be 

sent to Sharjah. In response to the 

request, the Egyptian government sent 

two teachers on the first educational 

mission. Qatar had its teachers go on an 

educational mission in 1958. This 

assistance embodied the spirit of Arab 

cooperation at that time.

Kuwait expanded its health and 

education programmes as soon as it 

gained independence in 1961. In January 

1962, two employees were sent to the 

emirates to learn more about the health, 

educational and economic conditions 

there, and the British observed these 

Kuwaiti steps.

In a letter to the British Embassy in 

June 1962, the Kuwaiti Ministry of 

Finance stated that aid and assistance 

would be provided to the emirates, 

represented by the establishment of 

eight primary and middle schools in 

various emirates for the academic year 

1962-1963, along with 25 teachers and 

books for all students, three clinics in 

Dubai, Sharjah, and ras Al Khaimah and 

seven doctors and 15 nurses. The 

support programme would include 

establishing evening classes for adults, 

promoting religious education, and 

reforming mosques.

The Kuwaiti Office for Aid to the 

Emirates was established on January 2, 

1963, and its headquarters was in 

Dubai. Under this office, 15,000 pounds 

were allocated for clinics, 120,000 

pounds for education, 45,000 pounds 

for new mosques, 75,000 pounds for 

those in charge of mosques, and 

150,000 pounds to expand water 

infrastructure.

ROLE OF SAUDI ARABIA

King Faisal bin Abdulaziz Al Saud 

offered to help build a stone-paved 

road from Doha to Oman’s Batinah 

coast at the end of 1964. The 

proposal was that Qatar’s ruler could 

pave the part that crossed his lands; 

Sheikh Shakhbut bin Sultan, then 

ruler of Abu Dhabi, could pave the 

part from Abu Dhabi to Dubai; and 

Saudi Arabia could build the road 

from Dubai to ras Al Khaimah and the 

Al Batinah coast.

This move was met with great caution 

by the British forces, who feared that it 

would inflame nationalist sentiments 

and spur liberation movements in all 

Arab countries at that time. Arab 

League activities within the emirates 

had increased the level of British 

concern.

ARAB BROTHERHOOD MISSION

In 1963, Mohammed Mahjoub headed 

a delegation that visited Bahrain, Qatar, 

Dubai, Abu Dhabi, and Sharjah. Upon 

approval, the rulers gave the League an 

indication to expand its activities in the 

country. The Arab Brotherhood Mission, 

led by Secretary-General Abdel Khaleq 

Hassouna, was formed by the League 

in 1964.

The League sent Kuwait’s 

representative, Khaled Al-Badr, to tour 

the emirates to see how the residents 

felt about the visit, and the response 

was positive. The British, although they 

were concerned about the results of 

the visit, did not oppose it.
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When the Arab Brotherhood Mission 

delegation arrived in Dubai on October 26, 

1964, it was greeted by large crowds of 

excited citizens. Triumphal arches lined the 

streets of Sharjah. In its report, the Mission 

proposed to dispatch a team of technical 

experts in agriculture, telecommunications, 

water, and electricity to one of the emirates; 

set up a university development centre in 

the emirates; and create a fund to support 

the region.

The British commissioner requested a 

meeting of Arab rulers to discuss assistance; 

before the meeting, another Arab League 

delegation arrived in Sharjah and made a 

comprehensive tour of the emirates. Upon 

return, the delegation leader submitted his 

report to the League’s Presidency, which 

approved a one-million-pound-sterling 

budget for the project.

In response to that, the British tried to 

contain the Arab League by setting up an 

office for development and a corresponding 

fund that would be managed under the 

supervision of the rulers themselves. All 

donations would be deposited in this fund and 

special staff would be appointed to oversee it. 

But the Arab League refused to provide its aid 

through that British-backed fund.

GLOBAL CHANGES AND ARAB WORLD

As a result of the intentions and 

activities of Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and the 

Arab League, awareness on the need for 

reforms and change grew amongst the 

people, especially amongst school 

students who had Arab teachers.

To counter the dominance of foreign 

merchants in Dubai markets, the 

“national Front” was established by 

young people and local merchants.

The Cultural Club in Dubai was 

established soon afterwards by a group 

of Dubai youth, in addition to a café 

located in the middle of the Sikkat Al 

Khail area, which served as a meeting 

place for young people from Egypt, Syria, 

and Iraq.

THE ERA OF SHEIKH ZAYED

There was not enough awareness in the 

emirates to bring about the required 

changes, since popular consciousness 

craved change, but there was no clear way 

to make it work. The people of the 

emirates complained about two things: 

their need for more financial resources to 

improve their living conditions; and their 

worry that slow development plans would 

not be able to break the barrier of 

backwardness.

A system was necessary to establish a 

modern state, a united nation, and 

developed minds. Therefore, everyone 

hoped for the one leader who would be 

able to realise this dream.

On August 6, 1966, Sheikh Zayed bin 

Sultan Al nahyan appeared on the scene 

of Arab events and history. He came up 

with a new ideology combining the 

traditional culture of the emirates with the 

modernity required for development. This 

leader appeared one year before the 1967 

Setback, which led to the Arab nationalists’ 

retreat, and revolutionary slogans no 

longer represented the Arab future.

The Founding Father harnessed the 

political energy of the time for the benefit 

of the emirates. He proved that 

perseverance and determination were 

stronger than foreign powers. 

Sheikh Zayed removed all obstacles 

that hindered the process of nation-

building by forming a group of people who 

could work with him in awakening the 

national consciousness.

However, ideas and theories alone do 

not bring people together, unless these 

are accompanied by work and 

determination.

Sheikh Zayed was able to establish 

constitutional institutions, distribute the 

duties of the state apparatus, and make it 

conform to federal policies in every 

approach. Finally, he established a great 

economic plan, so that every citizen felt 

that the union of the emirates was a gain 

beyond comparison.

Sheikh Zayed 
removed all 
obstacles that 
hindered the process 
of nation-building 
by forming a group 
of people who 
could work with 
him in awakening 
the national 
consciousness

HISTOry

Sheikh Zayed inaugurating an annual exhibition event at Al Kindi Primary School in Abu Dhabi (1971) U
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Take a peek aT The newesT musT-have high-Tech elecTronic devices

TOP-TIEr ANdrOId

GAdGETS

POP-uP TAbLET

EffICIENT buddy

The pandemic age of Zoom and teleconferences has 
emphasised the importance of having a front camera for 
your preferred gadget. However, since you can’t always use 
your smartphone, most people have had to resort to using 
their bulky laptops or desktops to get this done.

HP’s 11-inch Tablet allows users to maximise their video 
conference requirements with the world’s first auto-
adjusting 13MP front-facing camera paired with Windows 11; 
this allows them to communicate from any angle. 

The tablet also gives users the choice of working in 
portrait or landscape mode, thanks to the optional soft cover 
keyboard that supports both orientations. Another optional 
item for this tablet is the HP Rechargeable MPP 2.0 Tilt Pen 
and digital drawing tool, which allows a user to easily sketch 
and take notes in digital format.

At a budget-friendly price point, Xiaomi takes its 
Note series to the next level with the Redmi Note 
11 Pro 5G that’s powered with a 108MP pro-grade 
camera, 67W turbocharging, a 120Hz AMOLED 
display, and a Snapdragon 695 that assures 
efficiency and speed.

All three cameras in the Mi Note 11 Pro’s 108MP 
premier image system work together to capture 
spectacular vistas, breathtaking night sceneries, 
high-level portraits, and more. The 120Hz display 
on the smartphone has a greater refresh rate, 
making it feel smoother and quicker to operate.

With the power of 5G speed, users of the Mi 
Note 11 Pro can optimise the way they enjoy and 
share content. They can easily enjoy ultra-fast 
Internet speeds to download and play video 

Samsung has produced the last of its S21 series, the Samsung Galaxy S21 FE 5G, with 
all of the state-of-the-art features.

It sports some of the Galaxy S21’s best features, including an eye-catching appearance, 
strong performance, a pro-grade camera, and a seamless ecosystem connection.

The S21 FE 5G builds on the track record of the Galaxy S21 with a premium, trademark 
design. It all starts with the classic, fan-favourite Contour-Cut frame, which perfectly 
combines with the camera housing of the handset for a sleek, cohesive aesthetic. It 
comes in four new, attractive colour options — Olive, Lavender, White, or Graphite — and a 
sophisticated haze coating.

With a 7.9mm-thick shell, the S21 FE 5G can easily slide into your pocket to keep up 
with any on-the-go lifestyle.

Dedicated gamers and streamers will be stunned by its ultra-crisp, high-quality visuals 
and picture quality, while its revolutionary 240Hz touch response rate elevates all popular 
games to new heights with a lightning-fast response. 

PRICE: Dhs2,699 (128GB)
WEBSITE: www.samsung.com/ae

games smoothly. The Mi Note 11 Pro also has a large 5000mAh 
battery that assures you don’t run out of power when on the 
road.

PRICE: Dhs1,490
WEBSITE: www.mi.com

PRICE: Dhs1,840
WEBSITE: www.hp.com
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STuNNING STILLS

COmPACT Vr GLASSES

Canon amps up the photo and 
video prowess of its camera 
technology sporting its smallest 
cinema EOS camera to date that 
produces both 8K video and 45 MP 
stills at the same time.

The Canon EOS R5C is powered by 
a full-frame sensor, which captures 
excellent clarity with minimal noise, 
allowing for 8K video recording at up 
to 30fps (or 60fps with an additional 
power source), oversampled 4K / 
Full HD material, and fascinating 4K 

slow-motion at up to 120fps.
With burst speeds of up to 20fps 

and ISO sensitivity as high as 51,200 
ISO, the EOS R5 C delivers cutting-
edge still image performance with 
excellent clarity, minimal noise, and 
broad dynamic range.

The EOS R5 C, with its RF mount, is 
compatible with a wide range of 
optics, including cutting-edge RF 
lenses, as well as EF or Cinema 
Lenses via the EF-EOS R Mount 
Adapters. 

More and more people are embracing modern tech and gaming that 
may only be accessed with top-notch virtual reality (VR) glasses. But 
since the first-generation of these glasses are very bulky, Vive has 
introduced a newer, more compact version called the Vive Flow. 

The Vive Flow has made it quick and easy to link with your 
favourite smartphone device. Connect through Bluetooth to your 
mobile phone and experience your sweet spot in virtual reality. It 
also contains diopter lenses that can be adjusted to provide unique 
focusing power, allowing you to discover the perfect spot for your 
viewing pleasure.

Its patented dual-hinge fit design provides both comfort and stability 
for a wide range of head shapes and sizes, making it simple to put on and 
take off. The Vive Flow also functions as a controller, allowing the user to 
move and modify the environment with the same intuitive motions as 
traditional VR devices.

SmArT rEfLECTION
The next generation of mirrors will also embrace a digital, 

smart innovative solution for multi-functionality.
The Capstone Connected Smart Mirror functions like a 

mirror, but also has a plethora of functions for its users. It acts 
like a tablet, with touchscreen and voice interfaces, Internet 
connection, and an Android operating system, which lets users 
download apps and use Google Voice Assistant for a range of 
hands-free activities.

Capstone is powered by Qualcomm’s Snapdragon 665 and 
runs Android 10 with 4GB of RAM. The display is a 1920 x 1080 
Full HD panel.

The 18.5-inch display is the same regardless of the mirror 
size. In essence, it’s an Android tablet embedded within the 
bigger glass, sealed to be IP64 water-resistant: it can 
withstand some steam or water splashing in a bathroom, for 
example.

PRICE: Dhs2,930
WEBSITE: https://capstoneconnected.com/

PRICE: Dhs1,830
WEBSITE: www.vive.com

PRICE: Dhs14,300
WEBSITE: www.canon-emirates.ae
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Explore the science behind numbers, learn more about the 90s era, and find out how you can  
make the most out of your time overseas 

Saving abroad
TITLE: Millionaire Expat: How to Build Wealth Living Overseas
AUTHOR: Andrew Hallam
PUBLISHER: Wiley

PRICE: Dhs67

Millionaire Expat is a handbook for smart investing, saving for retirement, and building wealth while 

working overseas. As a follow-up to The Global Expatriate’s Guide to Investing, this book provides savvy 

investment advice for everyone — no matter where you’re from — to help you achieve your financial 

goals. 

Whether you’re looking for safety, strong growth, or a mix of both, index funds can be the answer. Low-risk and reliable, 

these are the investments you won’t hear about from most financial advisers, according to the author. Most advisers would 

rather earn whopping commissions than follow sound financial principles, but Warren Buffett and nobel Prize winners agree 

that index funds are the best way to achieve market success.

This book will help you discover just how much retirement will actually cost, and how much you should be saving every month. 

Social calculations
TITLE: Making Numbers Count: The Art and Science of Communicating Numbers
AUTHORS: Chip Heath, Karla Starr
PUBLISHERS: Avid Reader Press/Simon & Schuster
PRICE: Dhs70

Across industries from business and technology to medicine and sociology, numbers and data are 

fundamental to the next big idea. In this book, the author argues that it’s crucial for us all to be able to 

interpret and communicate numbers and statistics more effectively so that data comes alive. 

By combining years of research into making ideas stick with a deep understanding of how the brain 

works, the author has discerned six critical principles that will give anyone the tools to communicate numbers with more 

transparency and meaning. These ideas — including simplicity, concreteness and familiarity — reveal what’s compelling 

about a number and show how to transform it into its most understandable form. 

And if we can do this when we’re using numbers, Heath tells us, then the idea of data won’t drive people to panic.

Relive THE PAST
TITLE: The Nineties
AUTHOR: Chuck Klosterman
PUBLISHER: Penguin Press
PRICE: Dhs92

Pop culture accelerated without the aid of a machine that remembered everything. On a ‘90s Thursday 

night, more people watched any random episode of Seinfeld than the finale of Game of Thrones. But 

nobody thought that was important; if you missed it, you simply missed it. It was the last era that held 

to the idea of a true, hegemonic mainstream before it all began to fracture, whether you found a home in it or defined yourself 

against it.

Chuck Klosterman makes a home in all of it: the film, the music, the sports, the TV, the politics, the changes regarding race and 

class, the yin/yang of Oprah and Alan Greenspan. This book is a multi-dimensional synthesis of the entire ‘90s.

bOOkS
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Inspiring talks
TITLE: Make Your Bed: Little Things That Can Change Your Life... and Maybe the World
AUTHOR: William H. McRaven
PUBLISHER: Grand Central Publishing
PRICE: Dhs55

On May 17, 2014, Admiral William H. Mcraven addressed the graduating class of the University of Texas at Austin on their 

Commencement Day. Taking inspiration from the university’s slogan, “What starts here changes the world”, he shared the 10 principles 

he had learned during navy Seal training that helped him overcome challenges not only in his training and long naval career, but also 

throughout his life. He explained how anyone can use these basic lessons to change themselves, and the world, for the better.

Mcraven’s original speech went viral with over 10 million views. Building on the core tenets laid out in his speech, he now recounts 

tales from his own life, and from people he encountered during his military service.

Stay resilient 
TITLE: Why Has Nobody Told Me This Before?
AUTHOR: Julie Smith
PUBLISHER: HarperOne
PRICE: Dhs72

Drawing on years of experience as a clinical psychologist, Dr Julie Smith provides the skills you need to 
navigate common life challenges and take charge of your emotional and mental health in her debut book.

Filled with secrets from a therapist’s toolkit, Why Has Nobody Told Me This Before teaches you how 
to fortify and maintain your mental health, even in the most trying of times. Dr Smith’s expert advice and 
powerful coping techniques will help you stay resilient, whether you want to manage anxiety, deal with 
criticism, cope with depression, build self-confidence, find motivation, or learn to forgive yourself. The book 

tackles everyday issues and offers practical solutions in bite-sized, easy-to-digest entries, which make it easy to quickly find specific 
information and guidance.

Get moving
TITLE: Move: How the New Science of Body Movement Can Set Your Mind Free
AUTHOR: Caroline Williams
PUBLISHER: Hanover Square Press
PRICE: Dhs84

For our earliest ancestors who hunted and gathered, movement meant survival. Our brains evolved to reward physical activity. 

Moving, thinking, and feeling have always been inextricably linked.

yet, what happens when we stop moving? Today, on an average, we spend around 70 per cent of our lives sitting or lying completely 

still. Our sedentary lifestyle — desk jobs and lots of screen time — is not only bad for our bodies, but it can also result in anxiety, 

depression, and a lower overall IQ.

But there’s good news. Even the simplest movements can reactivate our bodies and open up a hotline to our minds, improving our overall well-being and longevity. 

Veteran science journalist Caroline Williams explores the cutting-edge research behind brain health and physical activity, interviewing scientists from around the 

world to completely reframe our relationship to movement.

Catching zzz’s 
TITLE: The Sleep Fix: Practical, Proven, and Surprising Solutions for Insomnia, Snoring, Shift 
Work, and More
AUTHOR: Diane Macedo
PUBLISHER: William Morrow
PRICE: Dhs70

ABC anchor/correspondent Diane Macedo, a self-confessed former insomniac, presents perspective-shifting research 

and easy-to-implement solutions to help millions of people finally get the shut-eye they need.

Macedo’s mission is crucial to our health and well-being. Everything from our heart health to our mental acuity to our 

blood pressure is influenced by how much — or little — we sleep. 

As an early morning reporter and an overnight news anchor, Macedo has learned this the hard way, struggling for years to get the sleep she so 

desperately needed, and watching her health deteriorate along the way. But Macedo found that the more she embraced typical sleep tips, the worse 

she slept. So she decided to tackle the problem from the ground up, interviewing sleep experts from all over the world to get to the bottom of what really 

keeps us from sleeping, as well as the various ways to fix it.



1 million mangroves to be planted on Jubail Island

The bustling mangrove preservation 

area Jubail Island will witness the planting 

of one million mangrove trees in the next 

10 years, as part of the UAE’s greening 

efforts.

This initiative will be supported by Jubail 

Island Investment Company (JIIC). 

Over 350,000 new seedlings have 

already been planted on Jubail Island 

and over the following decade, a total 

of 1,000,000 new mangroves will be 

planted in support of the country’s 

objective to plant 100 million mangroves 

by 2030, up from 30 million declared 

at last month’s COP26 Conference in 

Glasgow.

“Mangrove forests are an important 

part of the UAE’s natural assets, providing 

a haven for wildlife while also helping 

to reduce overall carbon emissions, 

releasing oxygen and reducing erosion 

and pollution in our waterways and 

coasts,” said Mounir Haidar, Managing 

Director of JIIC.

“This planting initiative will further 

enhance Jubail Island’s position as a 

hub of eco-tourism in Abu Dhabi as 

well as being an integral element of our 

overall landscaping plan for the island, 

which will be home to more than 10,000 

residents when completed in late 2023,” 

he added.

Ponds have also been established 

inside the new channel system to increase 

channel flushing and overall water quality 

within the wetland system. These new 

littoral zones have been formed close to 

existing mangrove forests and saltmarsh 

regions, providing extra habitat for local 

species.

Historic al wathba fossil dunes get protected status
A new travel destination in Abu Dhabi 

has officially been launched, highlighting 

the two equally important facets of 

environmental preservation and cultural 

heritage.

HH Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al nahyan, 

ruler’s representative in Al Dhafra region 

and Chairman of the Board of Directors 

of the Environment Agency – Abu Dhabi 

(EAD), inaugurated the “Fossil Dune” 

formations in Al Wathba as a new protected 

area, the first of its kind in the country and 

one of the first in West Asia.

In total, the protected area spans over 

1,700 fossil dunes over 7 square kilometres 

at a site that’s around 45 kilometres east of 

Abu Dhabi city.

HH Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed said: 

“The inauguration of the Fossil Dunes 

Protected Area comes with the aim of 

protecting the natural heritage of the 

emirate of Abu Dhabi and encouraging 

eco-tourism.”

The ruler’s representative praised 

EAD for its contribution to protecting 

these unique and rare fossil formations by 

designating this location as a Protected 

Area. He also highlighted that EAD was 

working with partners, including the 

Department of Municipalities and Transport, 

the Department of Culture and Tourism, 

and the Abu Dhabi Waste Management 

Centre (Tadweer) to conserve this important 

landmark.
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sharjah to develop new tech to generate green Hydrogen

Two of Sharjah’s most prominent 

organisations have partnered up to develop 

new technologies that will help generate 

Green Hydrogen, seen as a future-proof, 

sustainable energy resource.

The Sharjah research, Technology, 

and Innovation Park (SrTI Park) will be 

uaE tops global survey on consumers prioritising sustainability 
Consumption habits amongst 

UAE residents have witnessed huge 

improvements as the country tops a new 

indicator on promoting sustainability in the 

purchase and intake of food and drinks. 

A new survey by the Irish food board ‘Bord 

Bia’ studied the purchasing trends across 

13 countries following the COVID-induced 

consumption shift. The study supported 

claims that the pandemic has, indeed, 

impacted both shopping and eating habits 

— and in the UAE, research shows that 

more customers are now leaning towards 

the consumption of sustainable food in their 

homes. 

According to the survey, UAE consumers 

are ready to pay higher prices for 

natural food and beverage items that have 

been assured of their quality and nutritional 

content. nearly one-third (29 per cent) 

of UAE beef customers are willing to pay 

more for quality assured meat over all other 

factors. Furthermore, almost half of the UAE 

participants (47 per cent) stated that they 

intend to buy natural dairy products more.

Meanwhile, 84 per cent of UAE consumers 

reported making an attempt to restrict their 

collaborating with the American University 

of Sharjah (AUS) to conduct experiments 

and research into low-cost solutions for 

the manufacturing of Green Hydrogen and 

synfuel, using direct electrolysis of seawater.

A team of researchers from the Materials 

Science and Engineering (MSE) Programme 

will also be working on research to produce 

durable materials for electrolysers. This 

will cut the cost of these procedures 

as well as other innovations to improve 

the performance of electrolysis devices. 

Furthermore, they’ll attempt to find new 

ways to consume hydrogen and offer 

hands-on solutions for its transportation.

“This cooperation with AUS is targeting to 

transform these research and experiments 

into an applied reality through the 

integration between the academia and the 

private sector under the patronage of the 

government,” said Hussain Al Mahmoudi, 

CEO of STrI Park.

Green Hydrogen generated from these 

experiments may be converted into fuels 

and chemicals for simpler transportation, 

according to one of the proposed solutions. 

According to global studies, Green 

Hydrogen has the potential to fulfil up to 

25 per cent of the world’s energy needs in 

less than 30 years, with a market value of 

$10 trillion (Dhs36.7 trillion). Blue Hydrogen 

and Green Hydrogen are the two kinds 

of hydrogen. The former is produced 

from natural gas and oil, while the latter is 

produced from solar energy and water.

use of artificial additives in the previous 12 

months, which was higher than the global 

average of 75 per cent.

“These survey results suggest that the 

shift in consumer behaviours caused by the 

effects of the pandemic can no longer be 

considered a passing fad, particularly in the 

Middle East,” said Kieran Fitzgerald, Bord 

Bia’s regional Director for the Middle Eastern 

region.

The UAE has a distinctive and diverse 

population for its consumer base. According 

to the Bord Bia poll, UAE consumers have 

a rising interest in natural food, which is 

supported by their notion that freshly-

harvested produce is a healthier option. 
W

AMResearchers at SRTI Park
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Omicron survives much longer on skin than earlier variants – study
Understanding the 

different routes of 

transmission of the 

SArS-CoV-2 (the virus 

that causes COVID-19) 

plays a vital role in 

helping global health 

authorities recommend 

effective ways to 

prevent the spread of 

the disease, 

specifically the 

Omicron variant.

A new scientific 

study from the Kyoto 

Prefectural University 

of Medicine in Japan 

– published on the 

preprint repository 

Biorxiv.org and yet to 

be peer-reviewed – 

has found significant findings on the 

surface transmission of Omicron, which 

may explain its faster spread compared to 

earlier variants of the COVID-19 virus. 

According to the researchers, Omicron 

persists longer on human skin and plastic 

surfaces. Based on a series of laboratory 

tests, the strain stays for over 21.1 hours on 

new research reveals that antimicrobial 

resistance is now a leading cause of death 

worldwide, killing more than 1.2 million 

people in 2019. 

This number is higher than the global 

mortalities from HIV and malaria, with 

863,837 and 643,380 deaths, respectively, 

in the same year. 

The study, which was published in the 

journal Lancet, analysed data from 204 

countries and territories. According to its 

major findings, most of the antibiotic 

resistance deaths are recorded from 

people living with respiratory infections 

like pneumonia and bloodstream illnesses 

in poorer countries.

“These new data reveal the true scale of 

antimicrobial resistance worldwide, and 

are a clear signal that we must act now to 

combat the threat,” said Chris Murray, the 

study’s co-author and a professor at the 

Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation 

at the University of Washington in the 

United States.

“Previous estimates had predicted 10 

Study: Antibiotic resistance kills more people than HIV, malaria
million annual deaths from antimicrobial 

resistance by 2050, but we now know 

for certain that we are already far closer 

to that figure than we thought,” he 

added.

The researchers noted that young 

children were particularly at higher risk, as 

children aged under five years accounted 

for one in five antimicrobial resistance-

related deaths. 

The misuse of antimicrobial drugs can 

accelerate the emergence of resistant 

strains of infection-causing bacteria in the 

human body which can make all antibiotics 

ineffective, resulting in untreatable 

infections.

HEALTH NEWS

stability might also be 

one of the factors that 

have allowed the 

Omicron variant to 

replace the Delta 

variant and spread 

rapidly,” the 

researchers stated.

Meanwhile, on 

plastic surfaces, the 

Omicron variant stays 

for an average of 

193.5 hours, which is 

equivalent to eight 

days. This is higher 

than the original 

strain, as well as the 

Alpha, Beta, Gamma 

and Delta variants 

which recorded 56 

hours, 191.3 hours, 

156.6 hours, 59.3 hours, and 114 survival 

hours respectively.

The study findings, however, were 

based on a series of tests conducted in 

highly controlled laboratory conditions and 

not in real-world conditions where 

changes in temperature and humidity may 

reduce the virus’ lifespan.

human skin – considerably higher than the 

original strain’s 8.6 hours surface survival, 

19.6 hours for Alpha, 19.1 hours for Beta, 11 

hours for Gamma, and 16.8 hours for Delta. 

“This study showed that the Omicron 

variant also has the highest environmental 

stability amongst VOCs [variants of 

concern], which suggests that this high 
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Synthetic “blood” to eradicate malaria-carrying mosquitoes?
Swedish scientists claim to have 

developed a method of attracting and 

killing malaria-carrying mosquitoes using 

a faux “blood” made from beetroot.

The research was conducted in a bid to 

control the insects without adversely 

impacting the environment in the use of 

mass pesticides, as per Molecular 

Attraction, a Stockholm-based biotech 

company that invented the solution.

According to a report published in the 

magazine Scientific American, the 

synthetic blood is made from a molecule 

in the malaria parasite called HMBPP that 

attracts mosquitoes, and a potent 

combination of beetroot juice and toxins.

“Pesticides are killing every single 

insect they come in contact with,” said Dr 

noushin Emami, a co-founder of the 

health tech start-up. “Here, even in very 

dense environments, especially in the 

jungle or the tropics where you have a lot 

of insects, we can pick the ones which we 

A recent study conducted by the 

Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation 

(IHME) at the University of Washington in 

the United States warned that the 

number of adults living with dementia 

worldwide may triple to 153 million by 

2050.

The highest increase in dementia 

cases is projected to be recorded in the 

Middle East and north Africa region at 

367 per cent, followed by sub-Saharan 

Africa at 357 per cent.

According to the IHME researchers, 

this significant spike can mainly be 

attributed to population growth and 

ageing, as well as other health risk 

factors such as smoking, obesity, and 

high blood sugar.

“We need to reduce exposure to the 

leading risk factors in each country,” said 

lead author Emma nichols from IHME, 

University of Washington.

“For most, this means scaling up 

locally appropriate, low-cost 

programmes that support healthier diets, 

more exercise, quitting smoking, and 

better access to education. And it also 

means continuing to invest in research 

to identify effective treatments to stop, 

slow, or prevent dementia,” nichols 

added.

The research, however, recognised 

some limitations of their analysis due to a 

lack of high-quality data in several parts 

of the world.

At present, dementia is the seventh 

leading cause of death worldwide, and 

amongst the major causes of disability in 

older people globally.

Dementia cases deemed to rise 367% in MENA by 2050

want to get rid of, and target those. And 

leave alone the rest of the ecosystem. So 

that’s the biggest advantage from the 

ecological point of view.”

The findings of the study, published in 

the online journal Nature, came as the 

World Health Organization endorsed the 

world’s first-ever malaria vaccine for 

children in sub-Saharan Africa and other 

regions with moderate to high levels of 

malaria transmission.  

Malaria claims more than 400,000 lives 

every year; many of them are children 

under the age of five.
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what the month
haS in Store

Aries (March 21 to April 20)

You’re slipping into a phase when stuff that has been invisible 
will become visible, at least to you. You will have extra power 
to peer beneath the surfaces and discern the hidden agendas 
and study the deeper workings. Your interest in trivia and 

distractions will dissipate, and you’ll feel intensified yearnings to home in on 
core truths. Here’s your guiding principle during this time: Favour the interests 
of the soul over those of the ego. 

 

Taurus (April 20 – May 21)

“You cannot have fun with anything that you don’t love or 
admire or respect,” declared comedian Mel Brooks. The joyous 
release that comes through playful amusement is most likely 
to unfold when you’re in the presence of influences you are 

fond of. The good news, Taurus, is that in the coming weeks, you will have a 
special inclination and knack for hanging around people and influences like 
that. Take full advantage.

Gemini (May 22 – June 20)

“The thing about inspiration is that it takes your mind off 
everything else,” says Gemini author Vikram Seth. You ought 
to place your full focus and attention to this truth because 
you will soon be the beneficiary of steady, strong waves of 

inspiration. These waves will transport you away from minor irritations that 
are best left alone for now. Be alert and ever-ready to spring into action so 
that as the inspirational surges flow, you will harvest the maximum rewards 
from their gifts. 

Cancer (June 21 – July 22)

The advice that Reb Nachman of Breslov offered two centuries 
ago is just right for you now: “Never ask directions from 
someone who knows the way, or you will never be able to get 
lost.” In the coming weeks, you will attract tricky but palpable 

blessings from meandering around without knowing exactly where you are. 
It’s time for you to stumble upon quiet little wonders and marvels that will 
ultimately prove to be guideposts for your quests in the future.

Leo (July 23 – August 22)

“You face your greatest opposition when you’re closest 
to your biggest miracle,” wrote author and filmmaker T. D. 
Jakes – this is a piece of good advice for you. The problems 
you encounter will be amongst your best and most useful 

ever. With the right attitude, you will harness the challenges to generate 
magnificent breakthroughs. Proceed with the hypothesis that life is now 
conspiring to bring your soul exactly what your soul needs to express its ripest 
beauty. 

Virgo (August 23 – September 22)

“Always remember this,” said actor Hattie McDaniel (1893–
1952). “There are only 18 inches between a pat on the back 
and a kick in the rump.” Metaphorically speaking, this advice 
will be useful for you in the coming days. Lately, you’ve had to 

deal with too many experiences and influences akin to kicks in the rump. But 
now that will change. Soon there’ll be a surge of experiences and influences 
that resemble pats on the back. 

Libra (September 23 – October 22)

Author Gayle Forman offers a set of truths that will be useful 
for you in the coming weeks. Forman writes, “Sometimes life or 
whatever you want to call it, leaves a door a little open, and you 

walk through it. But sometimes it locks the door and you have to find the key, or pick 
the lock, or knock it down. And sometimes, it doesn’t even show you the door, and you 
have to build it yourself.” Do whatever you must do to go through the doorways you 
want and need to go through. 

Scorpio (October 23 – November 21)

Singer-songwriter Rosanne Cash described her process. “I 
dream of songs,” she began. “I dream they fall down through 
the centuries, from my distant ancestors, and come to me. I 

dream of lullabies and sea shanties and keening cries and rhythms and stories 
and backbeats.” Scorpio, you should explore comparable approaches to getting 
the creative ideas you need to live your best life possible. 

Sagittarius (November 22 – December 21)

Author Madeleine Thien has lived in Vancouver, Montreal, and Iowa 
City, and has taught at schools in Hong Kong and Brooklyn. Her 
father was born and raised in Malaysia and her mother in Hong 

Kong. She has a rich array of different roots. Not surprisingly, then, she has said, “I 
like to think of home as a verb, something we keep recreating.” That’s an excellent 
meditation for you right now, Sagittarius. And it will continue to be worthy of your 
ruminations for another four months. 

Capricorn (December 22 – January 19)

The fastest animal on earth is the peregrine falcon, which can reach 
speeds of 200 miles per hour when it dives from a great height. 
The seventh-fastest creature is the humble pigeon. Having been 

clocked at 92.5 miles per hour, the bird outpaces the cheetah, which is the fastest land 
animal. You ought to make the pigeon your spirit creature for the coming weeks. Like 
the pigeon, you will also be highly adaptable, able to thrive in a variety of situations. 

Aquarius (January 20 – February 18):

“Self-control might be as passionate and as active as the surrender 
to passion,” wrote Aquarian author W. Somerset Maugham. And 
that’s the perfect message for you to hear right now. If you choose 

to take advantage of the potentials that life is offering you, you will explore and 
experiment with the mysteries of self-discipline and self-command. You’ll be a trailblazer 
of discernment and poise. You will indulge in and enjoy the pleasures of self-regulation. 

Pisces (February 19 – March 20):

In 1961, Piscean cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin was the first human to 
orbit the Earth in a spacecraft. He arrived in a turnip field where 
a girl and her grandmother were working. They provided him with 

a horse and cart so he could travel to the nearest telephone and get picked up. This 
metaphorically comparable series of events is currently transpiring in your life right 
now, Pisces. Be flexible and adaptable as you adjust to changing conditions with 
changing strategies. H
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PuZZleS
ACROSS

1 Spoken language (7)

5 Top regularly (7)

9 Money houses (5)

10 Two insects (9)

11 Route for vessels (6)

12 Static geometry (8)

14 Pilgrim’s progress (5)

15 Philosophical treatise (9)

18 Academic terms (9)

20 Avifauna habitat (5)

22 Reduce payment (8)

24 Architectural style (6)

26 Metal storage (5-4)

27 Politician (5)

28 Avert goal (7)

29 Distant ideal (7)

DOWN

1 Criminal (9)

2 Molecular arrangement (7)

3 Rose garden (9)

4 Sleep soundly (4)

5 Too much conversations (10)

6 Back into employment (5)

7 Powdered remains (7)

8 Endless snakes (5)

13 Victoria’s country (10)

16 Oxygen intake (9)

17 Spoils of conflict (9)

19 Lizard point (7)

21 Fish sauce (4,3)

22 Missouri model (5)

23 Memory superiority (5)

25 Lop off ends (4)

SOLUTIONS
SOLUTIONS FOR THE FEbRUaRy ISSUE
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Easy Medium

PuzzLES



Ads Montage.indd   1 21/01/2022   4:38 PM




