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His Highness
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan

on the great trust placed in him by Members
of the federal Supreme council and Rulers of
the Emirates to lead the country after being

elected President of the UAE . 

We pray to Allah Almighty to bless
and guide His highness .  We renew our
loyalty and pledge of allegiance to his
leadership to serve the UAE people.

Warmest Congratulations
to President
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E
verything that ends also leads to a new beginning. That’s what the 

UAE experienced in the month of May 2022. In the wake of the 

nation’s tearful farewell to Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the 

leader who was such a worthy successor to the Founding Father, Sheikh 

Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the Federal Supreme Council elected the 

UAE’s new President, His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 

Nahyan. 

This is the third phase in the life of the UAE — the first phase was of 

Arab Renaissance and development under Sheikh Zayed; the second 

phase has been of extraordinary achievements under Sheikh Khalifa; and 

the third phase, which is already in motion, will be the transition to a 

knowledge-based economy that looks well beyond hydrocarbon to 

sustain itself, under the leadership of President His Highness Sheikh 

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

Our cover story this month brings together all the historic moments and 

events connected to the ascent of His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin 

Zayed to the country’s highest office. An accompanying feature takes you 

through the life and times of Sheikh Khalifa. The baton has been passed 

as the nation begins its journey over the next 50 years.

In its journey towards the next 50, the UAE continues to bolster its 

security, the main factor that has underpinned its progress over the past 

50 years. On this mission, one of the principal allies of law enforcement is 

Artificial Intelligence (AI). In this issue, you’ll read about the myriad ways 

in which AI is being used in security enhancement, including the novel 

Oyoon Project, which gives police in the UAE literally eyes in the sky.

Digitalisation has also enabled drug dealers to make use of online 

platforms to find buyers and peddle narcotics, aside from the usual 

smuggling tactics seen for years. Nonetheless, police forces in the UAE 

are always watchful and ready. Our feature on the fight against drugs tells 

you all about the recent successes of law enforcement against the very 

cunning plans of narcotics syndicates. 

The constantly raised security barrier between the criminals and the 

public supports the UAE’s aim of becoming the best country in the world 

by 2071. Having prepared the ground, it now looks to populate its territory 

with some of the best minds in the world. The provision of a Golden Visa 

that offers 10-year residency to the best students from the best 

institutions is a unique move — this gives the students an incentive to 

settle in the UAE and start their careers here. The strategy is of mutual 

benefit: the country gets the best human cadre while the students get to 

start their careers in one of the most competitive and innovative 

economies globally. 

Indeed, with such a talent pool and the outstanding leadership of the 

new president, the UAE is set for a remarkable third phase of progress.

The third phase, 

which is already 

in motion, will be 

the transition to a 

knowledge-based 

economy that 

looks well beyond 

hydrocarbon to 

sustain itself, 

under the 

leadership of 

President HH 

Sheikh Mohamed 

bin Zayed
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The Federal Supreme Council has unanimously 
elected His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan as President of the UAE on the 
red-letter day of May 14, 2022. 

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
succeeded Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
who passed away on May 13.  

Chaired by HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of 
the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, the historic meeting 
of the Supreme Council held at Al Mushrif Palace 

in Abu Dhabi was attended by HH Dr Sheikh 
Sultan bin Muhammad Al Qasimi, Supreme 
Council Member and Ruler of Sharjah; HH Sheikh 
Humaid bin Rashid Al Nuaimi, Supreme Council 
Member and Ruler of Ajman; HH Sheikh Hamad 
bin Mohammed Al Sharqi, Supreme Council 
Member and Ruler of Fujairah; HH Sheikh Saud 
bin Rashid Al Mu’alla, Supreme Council Member 
and Ruler of Umm Al Quwain; and HH Sheikh 
Saud bin Saqr Al Qasimi, Supreme Council 
Member and Ruler of Ras Al Khaimah.

Their Highnesses wished President HH Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan success in 
serving his people and country, and reiterated 
their commitment to upholding the principles and 
ideals established by the late Sheikh Zayed bin 
Sultan Al Nahyan, the UAE’s Founding Father, 
and the late Sheikh Khalifa. 

The Federal Supreme Council conveyed 
complete confidence that the UAE society will 
continue to be “a faithful guardian of the Union 
and its gains at all levels”. 

PresidenT His Highness Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan received pledge of 
allegiance from the Federal National Council 
(FNC) upon his election to succeed Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, who died last 
May 13 at the age of 73.

During the FNC’s 10th session of the ordinary 
third term of its 17th legislative chapter, it affirmed 
its great confidence that HH Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed would “ensure a bright future for the 
nation”.

The pledge of allegiance to the third UAE 
President, released by HE Saqr Ghobash, 
Speaker of the FNC, read: “The FNC 
congratulates the Emirati people on the election, 
by Their Highnesses Supreme Council Members 
and Rulers of the Emirates, of His Highness Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan as President of 
the UAE. The FNC, as the representative of the 

Emirati people, pledges allegiance to President 
His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed with 
complete loyalty and devotion.

“The FNC reaffirms full trust in our President and 
protection of the Union. His Highness Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed, who is known for his love 
for the country and citizens, is keen to ensure a 

bright future for the nation as well as his support 
for the peace and stability of Arab countries.”

It added: “We ask God to protect His 
Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed, grant him 
wisdom, and always guide him for the good of 
our country, the Arab and Islamic nations, and the 
entire world.” 

PresidenT His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan has directed Dhs35 million of 
urgent humanitarian assistance for Somalia.

This was amongst the first directives of HH 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed as President, affirming 

the UAE’s continued support and urgent aid, under 
his leadership, to brotherly nations in need.

The humanitarian aid intends to assist Somalia 
in meeting its developmental requirements. 

Last April 2022, the Emirates Red Crescent 

provided extensive aid for drought-afflicted areas 
in the African country. It dispatched a ship to 
Mogadishu, carrying 572 tonnes of relief aid, 
including essential food supplies enough to feed 
600,000 people.

Mohamed bin Zayed elected as new UAE President 

Mohamed bin Zayed receives pledge of allegiance from FNC

President directs Dhs35 million humanitarian aid for Somalia

w
AM
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Chaired by His Highness 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Vice President and 
Prime Minister of the UAE and 
Ruler of Dubai, the UAE Cabinet 
adopted a series of resolutions 
aimed at boosting the 
employment of citizens in the 
private sector. 

The decision targets to increase 
the Emiratisation rate by 2 per 
cent annually, to reach 10 per 
cent by 2026.

“We have set a minimum 
Emiratisation percentage of 2 per 
cent annually from high-skilled jobs 
in establishments having more than 
50 employees,” tweeted HH 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid.

The resolutions, which are 
part of Nafis, a federal initiative 
aimed at increasing the 
competitiveness of the Emirati 
workforce, will provide 
incentives to private companies 
that produce significant results in 
training and hiring UAE 
nationals. The incentives include 
reducing the service fees of the 
Ministry of Human Resources 
and Emiratisation by 80 per 
cent. 

Meanwhile, non-compliant 
companies will have to pay 
Dhs6,000 monthly starting 
January 2023, for every lack  
of UAE national employed in 
the company.

Under the guidance of President His 
Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, the UAE Cabinet, chaired by His 
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister 
of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai—announced 
major structural changes in the country’s 
educational system. 

The move, which was announced with 
the appointment of new ministers, aims to 
increase focus on improving public 
educational institutions and early childhood 
development.

“The education sector today is not the 
same as yesterday, and our ambitions today 
are not like yesterday,” tweeted HH Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid.

The Vice President announced the 
appointment of HE Ahmad Belhoul Al Falasi 
as Minister of Education; HE Sarah Al Amiri 
as Minister of State for Public Education and 
Advanced Technology and Chairwomen of 
the Emirates Schools Establishment; and HE 
Sara Musallam as Minister of State for Early 
Education.

Meanwhile, the Cabinet also approved the 
establishment of the Federal Authority for 
Quality and Standards of Education, which 

will be responsible for measuring the 
educational outcomes, student performance, 
and the efficiency of the educational process.

his Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and 
Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of 
Dubai, has dissolved the tribunal for 
disputes related to the finances of Dubai 
World and its Subsidiaries.

According to Decree No. (20) of 2022, 
any case and financial settlement claim 
submitted after the effective date of the 
decree will be sent to specialised courts. 
However, the tribunal will continue to 
review them during a transition period.

All cases and requests that have not 
been resolved by a final judgment before 
December 13, 2022, will be referred to 
the special courts, in line with judicial 
legislation in Dubai, free of charge, the 
statement said.

Vice President announces 10 per cent Emiratisation target by 2026

UAE appoints news ministers in major education system changes

Mohammed bin Rashid dissolves Dubai World financial disputes tribunal

w
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his Highness Lt General His 
Highness Sheikh Saif bin Zayed, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, 
has pledged allegiance to the UAE’s 
newly elected President, His Highness 

Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan.
In a tweet, HH Sheikh Saif bin Zayed 

referred to HH Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed as an outstanding leader, who 
serves as “the brave knight of peace”. 

 “His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed, we pledge allegiance to you, our 
President, with loyalty and sincerity. You are 
the protector of the nation and the leader of 
its path, the brave knight of peace, a man 
of tolerance and humanity, and the owner 
of exceptional visions for the future of the 
nation and its people. God bless you,” 
wrote HH Sheikh Saif bin Zayed. 

The Interior Minister was amongst the 
UAE officials that accompanied HH 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
in receiving heads of state, global 
leaders, and delegates from nations 
around the world who offered profound 
condolences on the passing of Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

After a unanimous vote from Their 
Highnesses the Federal Supreme Council 
and Rulers of the Emirates, His Highness 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed succeeded 
Sheikh Khalifa as President, who passed 
away on May 13.

his Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif 
bin Zayed, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior, paid homage to the 
life and legacy of Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, whose demise has 
been a great loss for the world.

In a statement, HH Sheikh Saif bin 
Zayed described the late President as 
an inspiring and well-loved leader who 
“brought the world’s admiration to his 
nation until it emerged as a glorious 
beacon.”

“May God have mercy on Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, a great 
leader who carried the trust faithfully, 
won the love of his people, and 
brought to his country the love of the 
world, so the Emirates became a lofty 
beacon,” tweeted His Highness.

Under the leadership of Sheikh 
Khalifa, the UAE has consistently been 
named as one amongst the safest 
countries in the world, and home to 
more than 200 nationalities living in 
peaceful co-existence and harmony. 

The Minister of Interior took pride 
after the country was named the safest 
country for people, especially women, 
to walk at night, by the Gallup Global 
Law and Order 2021 report.

President gets vow of allegiance from Interior Minister

Saif bin Zayed pays tribute to Sheikh Khalifa

w
AM
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The Ministry of Interior (MoI) 
organised a virtual forum on 
law enforcement benchmarking, 
in a bid to ramp up policing 
work and mechanisms as well 
as boost crime prevention in the 
UAE.

The forum was attended by 
representatives from the police 
general headquarters across the 
UAE, as well as MoI officers 
and experts from the United 
Kingdom and the United States.

The meeting focused on 
utilising technological 
advancements, such as Artificial 
Intelligence and Robotics, in the 
fields of safety and security.

It also touched upon ways to 
facilitate knowledge and 
expertise exchange to ensure 
best international practices in 
criminal investigation, especially in DNA 
fingerprinting analysis. 

The attendees agreed that organising 
similar forums on new crimefighting tools 

would further strengthen crime control and 
policing work.

NEWS

The Ministry of Interior 
(MoI), represented by the 
General Directorate for 
Happiness, held a virtual 
workshop aimed at 
explaining the results of a 
recent ‘customer experience’ 
study, carried out by the 
Prime Minister’s Office on all 
federal government agencies 
in the country.

 The workshop was 
participated in by 
representatives of all police 
general headquarters 
across the UAE as well as 
the various sectors at the 
MoI.

The highlights of the study 
were reviewed, including the 
most prominent strengths and 
points for improvement 
needed at service centres to 
better serve the public. The 
police forces and the 
Ministry sectors have been 
urged to develop 
mechanisms and initiatives to 
further improve customer 
experience.

MoI organises online workshop on customer experience

MoI holds virtual forum on law enforcement benchmarking
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abU Dhabi Police have sent out a 
warning over the dangers of driving with 
worn-out tyres. 

Any motorist caught driving with damaged 
or faulty tyres would be slapped with a 
Dhs500 fine and four black points. The vehicle 

would also be impounded for seven days. 
In a social media video campaign, the 

police highlighted how tyre blowouts can 
cause serious accidents. They reminded all 
motorists to regularly check the condition of 
their tyres, because any tread wear indicator 

can cause it to explode, which may lead to 
a serious or even fatal road accident. 

Drivers have been urged to only use 
approved tyres according to the vehicle make 
and model. Vehicle load capacity and tyre 
pressure must also be inspected before driving.

Major General Staff Pilot Faris 
Khalaf Al Mazrouei, Commander-in-
Chief of Abu Dhabi Police, received 
HE Mu’izz bin Abdul Sattar Binameem, 
Ambassador of Tunisia to the UAE, at 
the police force’s headquarters.

Held in the presence of Major 
General Maktoum Ali Al Sharifi, 
Director General of Abu Dhabi Police, 
the meeting discussed ways to 
enhance cooperation between Abu 
Dhabi Police and the Tunisian police 
force. 

Al Mazrouei congratulated the newly 
delegated Tunisian ambassador to the 
UAE and wished him success in his 
new post. 

The meeting was also attended by 
Brigadier Rashid Khalaf Al Dhaheri, 
Director of Criminal Investigation 
Directorate at Abu Dhabi Police, and 
Colonel Khalfan Abdullah Al Mansoori, 
Director of the Strategy and Institutional 
Development Centre at Abu Dhabi 
Police.

Al Mazrouei receives Tunisian envoy at Abu Dhabi Police headquarters

Abu Dhabi Police caution drivers on worn-out tyre blowout 

Major General Al Mazrouei presents a token of appreciation to the Tunisian Ambassador to the UAE

Abu Dhabi Police’s social media campaign against driving with worn-out tyres
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Colonel Mona Sorour Al Shuwaihi, 
Deputy Director of the Punitive and 
Correctional Institution Department at 
Sharjah Police, received a delegation 
from the Khalidiya Suburb Council, led 
by Khalfan Saeed Al Marri, Chairman of 
the Council. 

The meeting, which came within the 
framework of consolidating cooperation 
between the two sides in various fields, 
discussed several issues of mutual 
interest.

As financial support to the inmates and 
their families during the holy month of 
Ramadan, the Khalidiya Suburb Council 
handed over a donation cheque 
amounting to Dhs100,000. 

On behalf of the Punitive and 
Correctional Institution as well as the 
inmates and families, Al Shuwaihi 
conveyed her sincere gratitude to the 
Council for the humanitarian initiative.

The meeting was attended by Mohammed 

Rashid bin Jerash, Vice-Chairman of the 
Council; Lt Colonel Abdullah Al Ghazal, 
Head of the Correction and 
Rehabilitation Department at the Punitive 

Institution; Lt Colonel Salem Al Ketbi, 
Director of the Men’s Punitive Branch; 
and Imran Muhammad Al Hammadi, 
Council Officer.

ajMan Police arrested two men on 
charges of fraud by claiming they could 
perform witchcraft, in order to swindle 
people out of their cash. 

Lt Colonel Ahmad Saeed Al Nuaimi, 
Director of Criminal Investigation 

Department at Ajman Police, said they 
acted upon a tip-off about the modus 
operandi of the duo. 

Undercover policemen contacted the 
duo, who offered to perform ‘black magic’ 
in exchange for Dhs10,000. While the two 

were performing their illegal activity inside 
a hotel room, the customers identified 
themselves as undercover police officers 
and caught them red-handed. 

Al Nuaimi stressed that such practices 
were prohibited under UAE law. 

lT General Dhahi Khalfan Tamim, Deputy 
Chairman of Police and Public Security in 
Dubai, received in his office HE Saud 
Hassan Al-Nisf, Consul General of the 
Kingdom of Bahrain in Dubai and 
the Northern Emirates.

Dhahi Khalfan presented a plaque of 
appreciation to Al-Nisf during his visit and 
wished him and his staff continued success 
in providing consular services for their 
compatriots living and working in the UAE. 

The two sides also discussed several 
topics of common interest, including ways 
of fostering and boosting mutual relations 
between their offices. 

The meeting was attended by Major 
General Ahmed Ateeq Al Maqoudi, 
Director of the General Department of the 
Office of the Deputy Chairman of Police 
and Public Security in Dubai.

Dhahi Khalfan meets with Consul General of Bahrain

Sharjah’s Punitive Institution lauds donation for inmates, families

Ajman Police arrest two men for ‘witchcraft-swindling’ trick

Lt General Dhahi Khalfan presents a plaque of appreciation to the 
Consul General of Bahrain in Dubai and the Northern Emirates

Colonel Mona Sorour Al Shuwaihi presents a token of appreciation to Khalidiya 
Suburb Council officials for donating financial support for inmates and their families
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Major General Ali Abdullah bin Alwan Al Nuaimi, 
Commander-in-Chief of Ras Al Khaimah Police, spearheaded 
the fourth meeting of the Permanent Higher Committee, which 
he also leads as Chairman. 

Al Nuaimi praised and honoured distinguished members of 
the police force, who showed utmost dedication and efficiency 
in maintaining safety and security in the emirate. 

Amongst them was Colonel Omar Muhammad Al-Oud Al 
Tunaiji, Deputy Director of the RAK Police’s Electronic Services 
and Communications Department.

The meeting also tackled a number of systems and services 
offered by the police force, such as the vehicle plate tracking 
system, indicators of priority services and smart services. 

The Committee also reviewed the security statistics report for 
the first quarter of 2022.

The Women’s Police Council at the General Command of Fujairah 
Police has launched a new anti-drug campaign, under the slogan 
‘The Role of the Family in Protecting Children from the Scourge of 
Drugs’.

The campaign was organised in cooperation with the Women’s 
Police Affairs Committee and Community Police. It came within the 
objectives of ‘Siraj’, a national programme for drug prevention 
launched by the Ministry of Interior in 2016. 

The campaign targets to make families aware of the risk factors 
that may push children to drug addiction. 

Lamia Ahmed Al Zaabi, Head of the Drug Prevention Department 
in the Federal Drug Control General Administration, stressed upon 
the importance of the family’s role in awareness, prevention and 
rehabilitation. She underscored that parents serve as the first line of 
defence for their children against the scourge of narcotics. 

a delegation from the Punitive and Correctional 
Institution Department of Umm Al Quwain Police 
observed best practices applied by Sharjah Police in the 
field of reform and rehabilitation of inmates.

Lt Colonel Abdullah Al Ghazal, Head of the 
Correction and Rehabilitation Department at the Punitive 
and Correctional Institution Department of Sharjah Police, 
received his counterpart in Umm Al Quwain Police, 
Major Jassim Al Saqal, and accompanying delegation.

They were briefed on the work mechanisms at the 
department as well as the most important initiatives, 
projects, and programmes being implemented in the 
behavioural and cognitive aspects of rehabilitation, 
which take into account the rights of inmates.

lT General Abdullah Khalifa Al Marri, 
Commander-in-Chief of Dubai Police, 
inspected the booth of the Dubai Police 
General Command at Arabian Travel 
Market, which was held at the Dubai 
World Trade Centre.

Al Marri was briefed on several smart 
services and applications offered by the 
General Department of Criminal 
Investigation, the General Department for 
Community Happiness, the General 
Department for Artificial Intelligence, the 
Positive Spirit Initiative, and the Essad 
Card Committee. He commended the 
efforts of the work teams that organised 
Dubai Police’s participation in the 
exhibition. 

The police force showcased its smart 

mobile app and website in the exhibition, 
as well as the online service to legally 
obtain a certificate of loss of passport using 

blockchain technology.
It also presented the various services 

provided by the Smart Police Station.

Al Marri inspects Dubai Police booth at Arabian Travel Market

UAQ Police visit Sharjah’s Punitive Institution

Al Nuaimi leads Permanent 
Higher Committee meeting

Fujairah’s Women Police Council 
launches anti-drugs campaign

Lt General Al Marri being briefed by members of the work teams who 
organised Dubai Police’s participation in Arabian Travel Market

A tour organised by Sharjah Police for a delegation from the Punitive 
and Correctional Institution Department of UAQ Police
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INNOVATIONfACTS & fIGurES

26,000
The number of residential properties (including 10,800 

homes for low-income families) installed with 

‘Hassantuk’, a smart centralised fire alarm monitoring 

system launched by the UAE Civil Defence, as of 2021.

6.2 per cent
Percentage increase in the number of building fires 

last year. The Ministry of Interior recorded 2,090 of 

such fire accidents in 2021, up from 1,968 in 2020.

1,277
The number of fire accidents in residential properties 

including villas and apartment blocks in 2021. It 

comprised 61 per cent of the total number of building 

fires in the UAE last year. 

1.2 per cent
Percentage of building fires registered as major 

incidents in 2021, based on the latest data of the 

Ministry of Interior.

89
The number of people injured in fire accidents in the 

UAE in 2021, according to official figures from the 

Ministry of Interior. Of this number, 18 were firefighters. 

MoI lAUnChES SEConD UnIfIED AwArEnESS 
CAMpAIgn for 2022

The Ministry of Interior, represented by the Federal Traffic Council, has 
launched its second Unified Awareness Campaign for 2022, titled 
“Traffic Safety for E-scooter Users”. The campaign aims to reduce traffic 
accidents by raising awareness on the designated paths and areas for 
e-scooters and the importance of wearing helmets, knee bumpers, and 
reflective clothing, as well as adhering to safety regulations.

BE IN THE LOOP

MoI hoStS 12th MEEtIng of IntErpol  
MAtCh-fIxIng tASK forCE

The Ministry of Interior hosted the 12th meeting of the Interpol’s 
Match-Fixing Task Force. The three-day event, which was attended 
by integrity and intelligence specialists from around 50 countries, 
focused on addressing crimes in sports—mostly organised by 
syndicates to generate high profits—as well as the global 
community’s role in preventing such illegal activities.

UAE, SAUDI BolStEr SECUrIty CoopErAtIon

The Joint Committee between the Ministries of Interior of the UAE 
and Saudi Arabia held its sixth meeting to enhance their security 
cooperation. The meeting was spearheaded by Major General Staff 
Khalifa Hareb Al Khaili and Dr Hisham bin Abdulrahman Al Faleh, 
Undersecretaries of the Ministries of Interior of the UAE and Saudi, 
respectively.
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UAE nEws bUllEtin
POLICE NEWS, PEOPLE, NumbErS ANd EVENTS

The Criminal Court of Abu Dhabi has sentenced an illegal 
firearms trafficker to 10 years in prison with a fine of  
Dhs1 million. The man put the weapons up for sale on  
social media, which eventually caught the attention of the 
authorities and led to his arrest. They found weapons, 
including bullets and ammunition, at his home during a raid.

AbU DHAbi

Dhs1 million

AjmAn

Dhs50,000
Ajman Police have arrested two men for duping 
people out of their cash, claiming they could perform 
witchcraft in exchange for cash. The force got hold of 
the duo in an undercover operation and referred them 
to the Public Prosecution. They could face a fine of up 
to Dhs50,000. 

Ras Al Khaimah Police have apprehended three young 
men for illegal stunt driving. Each of them was ordered 
to pay a fine of Dhs2,000 with 23 black points on their 
licences. Their cars would also be impounded for 60 
days.

Dhs2,000 and  
23 black points

RAs Al KHAimAH

A gang of four members has been sentenced to 
three years in jail, to be followed by deportation, 
by the Dubai Criminal Court for robbing 
employees at a shipping company at knifepoint. 
They were ordered to pay Dhs675,000 for the 
amount of cash and mobile phones they stole.

DUbAi

Dhs675,000
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sHARjAH

It only took 45 minutes for police officers from Al Buhairah 
Police Station to track down and arrest a suspect in a 
hit-and-run accident on Al Wahda Road. His vehicle was 
seized, and the case was referred to the Public 
Prosecution. The victim was safe after being treated for 
sustaining minor injuries. 

45 minutes

22 years old

FUjAiRAH

More than 230 salons have been inspected by health 
control officers at Fujairah Municipality, which 
resulted in the issuance of violation fines against five 
establishments for operating in unsanitary conditions. 
The authorities also issued warnings to 20 other 
salons that did not follow health and safety 
standards.

230

Umm Al QUwAin A 22-year-old driver 
has been arrested by 
Umm Al Quwain 
Police for reckless 
driving that 
threatened his life 
and the lives of 
others on the road. 
He was referred to 
the competent 
authorities for 
necessary legal 
action.U

A
Q

 P
O

LI
C

E



jUnE 2022999 Security And SAfety for All18

Security And Safety For All
COVEr STOry



19999 Security And SAfety for AlljUnE 2022

Security And Safety For All

here’s a euphoric message 
of hope blowing in the 
wind, overcoming the 
grief felt by the people of 
the UAE. The hoisting of 

half-mast flags across the emirates 
symbolises national mourning 
and fortitude amidst the passing 
of Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, whose demise has been 
a great loss to the country and the 
world. But on the cusp of a new 
era, the people of this nation are 
confident with great optimism 
that the visionary legacy of the late 
leader would continue under the 
stewardship of the new President, 

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan.

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed is a leader of high calibre, 
a torchbearer of education 
and prosperity, and a global 
peacemaker, who made a 
difference in achieving remarkable 
milestones in terms of promoting 
safety and security regionally and 
globally. His Highness relentlessly 
promotes tolerance and peaceful 
co-existence between religions and 
societies and sets an example to be 
emulated for global humanitarian 
work.

Similar to the famous riveting 

scene in old photographs of how 
the Union was founded 50 years 
ago, once again on May 14, 2022, 
Their Highnesses Members of 
the Federal Supreme Council 
and Rulers of the Emirates sat 
down together to discuss yet 
another important juncture in the 
UAE’s history. After a unanimous 
vote amongst the Supreme 
Council Members, the nation 
pledged allegiance to HH Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed, electing 
him to lead the UAE’s march to 
the future and be its architect 
of further prosperity and sound 
foreign policy.

D
G

M
O

AS thE Son AnD thE BrothEr of two oUtStAnDIng ArAB 
StAtESMEn, thE UAE’S nEw prESIDEnt, hIS hIghnESS ShEIKh 

MohAMED BIn ZAyED Al nAhyAn, tAKES thE pIlot SEAt  
to BrIng thE CoUntry to grEAtEr hEIghtS

By MArk NituMA
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I am and always will 
be your brother, Mohamed. 
May we always remain  
as we are, my brothers, 
the Rulers of the Emirates. 
May Allah guide us to the 
benefit of the nation and 
its people

President of the UAE

hh ShEIKh Dr SUltAn  
BIn MUhAMMAD Al QASIMI
Supreme Council Member and  
Ruler of Sharjah 

We congratulate 
President HH Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, and ask Allah 
Almighty to grant him 
success and prosperity. 
We affirm our permanent 
solidarity in serving the 
nation and preserving 
its union under his wise 
leadership

hh ShEIKh hUMAID  
BIn rAShID Al nUAIMI
Supreme Council Member and 
Ruler of Ajman 

The election 
of HH Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan assures 

the continuation of 
the country’s path as it advances 
politically, economically, socially, 
and culturally. I congratulate His 
Highness and wish him continued 
success, and the people of the 
UAE progress and prosperity 
under his wise leadership

hh ShEIKh MohAMED BIn ZAyED Al nAhyAn

COVEr STOry
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hh ShEIKh hAMAD BIn 
MohAMMED Al ShArQI
Supreme Council Member and  
Ruler of Fujairah

hh ShEIKh SAUD BIn 
rAShID Al MUAllA
Supreme Council Member and
Ruler of Umm Al Quwain

hh ShEIKh SAUD BIn SAQr 
Al QASIMI
Supreme Council Member and 
Ruler of Ras Al Khaimah

THE RULERS’ 
PLEdgE OF ALLEgIAncE 
to the PRESIdEnT 

The 
election of 
HH Sheikh 
Mohamed bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan 
as President of the UAE 
represents a continuation 
of the legacy started by 
the late Sheikh Zayed bin 
Sultan Al Nahyan, Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed, and the 
Founding Leaders

 At this 
historical stage 
of our story, 
we affirm 

our support to 
President HH Sheikh 

Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, and we pledge 
to work under his wise 
leadership to achieve 
more progress  
and prosperity

HH Sheikh 
Mohamed 
bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan is a 

generous and 
loving leader. 

He is the protector of 
our country, a partner 
and a brother to all the 
people of the Emirates. I 
congratulate His Highness 
and wish him great success

hh ShEIKh MohAMMED BIn rAShID Al MAKtoUM
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and  Ruler of Dubai

We congratulate His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan and the people of the UAE. We pray 

to God to protect him. We tell him: Take us to new heights. 
We are part of you and alongside with you
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he tremendous support 
and respect for HH Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed was 
well-manifested during that 
historic Federal Supreme 

Council meeting, held at Mushrif Palace 
in Abu Dhabi. His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the 
UAE and Ruler of Dubai, said, “We are all 
here to support you in any way we can.”

The Vice-President stressed upon his 
admiration for and loyalty to HH Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed, who he considers a 
dear brother and a man of humanity, in 
a heartfelt letter. HH Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Rashid wrote: “For many years, 
the people of the UAE have loved him. 
Today, his people pledge allegiance to 
him, promise to listen and obey, and 
follow him while he leads them in a 
new historical journey in [the] UAE. The 
future generations rejoice in the third 
President of the UAE, and the world is 
pleased with a country that represents a 
future international model characterised 
by goodness and brotherhood to all of 
humanity.”

In a gesture of humility amidst honour 
and loyalty pledged by the nation to 
him, HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
responded, “I am and always will be 

your brother, Mohamed. May we always 
remain as we are, my brothers, the Rulers 
of the Emirates. May Allah guide us to the 
benefit of the nation and its people.”

Seated beside the President and the 
Vice-President at the Federal Supreme 
Council meeting, HH Sheikh Dr Sultan 
bin Muhammad Al Qasimi, Ruler of 
Sharjah, said that HH Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed had long been known as a 
leader who walked in the footsteps of 
the first two UAE presidents. “You are 
no stranger to us. You are the son of the 
Founding Father, Sheikh Zayed, and the 

brother of the late leader, Sheikh Khalifa, 
who continued Sheikh Zayed’s legacy. We 
accompanied you in leading us during 
these challenging times and, praise be 
to Allah, you exceeded all expectations. 
We are all by your side in continuing the 
legacy of the Union... By Allah’s will, 
the UAE and its people are in safe hands 
under your stewardship, and our country 
is in a strong position,” said HH Sheikh 
Dr Sultan bin Muhammad Al Qasimi.

This scene sparkled with trust, hope, 
and confidence as Their Highnesses then 
all shook hands.

W
A

M

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed attends an Emirati mass wedding ceremony in March 2022

W
A

MHH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed giving a hug to a participant 
of the Special Olympics World Games 2019 in Abu Dhabi

A LEAdER wHO wOn 
PEOPLE’S HEART

COVEr STOry
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n extraordinary grasp of 
people’s needs and a profound 
understanding of tolerance as 
well as security and stability have 

defined the sterling leadership of HH Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed from his early years in 
government. 

Fuelled by the motivation to achieve a 
forward-thinking society, His Highness has 
always emphasised tolerance as catalyst for 
global success. And with the reputation of 
being a formidable workaholic, HH Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed is always in the engine 
room of the nation, as evidenced by a host of 
achievements on the world stage, including 
hosting the Special Olympics, the launch 
of the Hope Mars Mission, and, looking 
forward, the preparations for hosting Cop28 
next year.

For 18 years, HH Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed had helped his brother, the late 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed, transform the 

capital Abu Dhabi into a highly developed 
city that takes care of its people, whether 
UAE nationals or expats. During public 
appearances, especially surprise visits to 
mosques or schools, he always utters words 
of affection and encouragement.

Born on March 11, 1961, HH Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed is the third son of 
the UAE’s founding father, the late Sheikh 
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, from whom 
he learned the arts of governance and 
leadership.

His Highness was educated at schools in 
Al Ain and Abu Dhabi until the age of 18. In 
1979, he joined the prestigious Royal Military 
Academy Sandhurst, United Kingdom, 
where he trained in armour, helicopter 
flying, tactical flying, and paratroops. After 
graduating in April 1979, he returned home 
to the UAE to join the Officers’ Training 
Course in Sharjah. He has held crucial roles 
in the UAE military, from that of an elite 

Officer in the UAE Presidential Guard and 
Pilot in the UAE Air Force.

Guided by the directives of Sheikh Zayed 
and Sheikh Khalifa, HH Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed helped develop the UAE Armed 
Forces in terms of strategic planning, 
training, organisational structure, and 
promoting defence capabilities. HH Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed’s direct guidance and 
leadership made the UAE Armed Forces 
an illustrious institution that is widely 
admired by many international military 
organisations.

As the Commander of the UAE Armed 
Forces, HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
said, “As for the military ideology, our 
armed forces have developed its ideology 
according to the human skills, defence 
needs, and the country’s security and 
protection. The UAE military ideology has 
managed to join between defence  
and deterrence.”
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HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed visits the excellent development 
of the Barakah Nuclear Power Plant in Abu Dhabi

Launch of UAE's Hope Probe in 
July 2020 amidst the pandemic U
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PEOPLE’S PRESIdEnT

t the federal level, the 
insightful vision of 
HH Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed and his 

wise leadership contributed to the 
renaissance of the modern UAE and the 
consolidation of its position as an ideal 
global destination at various levels.

In HH Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid’s heartfelt message for the 
President last month, he explained why 
people love him as a leader: “They saw 
him visit their homes, motivate them at 
their work fields, welcome them in his 
frequented Council, and saw him launch 
development projects and new industries 
and establish economic national sectors 
and leading international companies 
throughout many years of service to his 
country and people.”

In June 2017, a video went viral, 
showing HH Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed greeting an elderly man at 
a Ramadan majlis. The man in the 
video is in a wheelchair and His 

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed tours a model farm in Abu Dhabi in April 2020

Highness extends his hand to greet him. 
His Highness then kisses the man on 
his forehead, giving him a warm hug. 
What happened next is what amazed 
everybody. We see in the video that as the 
elderly man is wheeled out, His Highness 
bends to adjust his feet on the wheelchair. 
This humble gesture encourages others 

also to help the man. 
This incident came soon after HH 

Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed attended a 
public mosque to offer prayers, and was 
not noticed for a long time. Finally, a 
worshipper recognised him and recorded 
a video, which was shared widely on 
Instagram. 

They (the public) saw 
Sheikh Mohamed bin 

Zayed visit their homes, 
motivate them at their work 
fields, welcome them in his 
frequented Council, and saw 
him launch development 
projects and new industries

HH SHEIkH mOHAmmEd bIn RASHId AL mAkTOUm 
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed in a viral video, 
showing his utmost respect to an elderly Emirati

His Highness
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan

on the great trust placed in him by Members
of the federal Supreme council and Rulers of
the Emirates to lead the country after being

elected President of the UAE . 

We pray to Allah Almighty to bless
and guide His highness .  We renew our
loyalty and pledge of allegiance to his
leadership to serve the UAE people.

Warmest Congratulations
to President
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TORcHbEARER OF EdUcATIOn

mongst his many interests, 
the new President of the UAE 
is known for his unwavering 
commitment to enhancing 

educational standards in the emirate of Abu 
Dhabi and raising them to be on par with the 
best international standards.

Since HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
took on the Chairmanship of the Abu Dhabi 
Education Council, he has worked tirelessly to 
forge partnerships with prestigious world-
class educational institutions and think-tanks, 
a number of which then announced plans to 
either establish a base in Abu Dhabi or enter 
into joint ventures with existing academic 
establishments.

His Highness has always been determined 
to provide national educational institutions 
with state-of-the-art technology and know-how 
to keep pace with the rapid and multi-faceted 
changes taking place globally.

In March 2017, he told a group of students, 
who were visiting the Majlis for Future 
Generations, “You are better than us and you 
have to be better than us — there is no option, 
you have to be better than your fathers and 
grandfathers. The UAE is going through a stage 

where the key component of our economy, 
which is oil, is coming to an end. This will 
happen in your lifetime, not mine, which is 
why we need to secure our homeland from 
now. We bet the UAE will be No. 1 with your 
education, and we will not settle for No 2. We 
have to ensure the new generation is equipped 
with knowledge and science, so they can 
represent our competitive advantage in front of 
the whole world. Our only choice is quality.” 

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed believes 
that education is the most valuable investment 
for the future of a nation, and he was himself a 
product of that principle — he learned all about 
leadership by working hand in hand with the 
past two Presidents of the UAE. 

In a congratulatory message, HH Sheikh 
Dr Sultan bin Muhammad Al Qasimi said, 
“As he has witnessed the UAE’s renaissance 
from a young age, accompanied by the late 
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, and the 
Founding Leaders, President His Highness 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed has significantly 
contributed to [the] UAE’s development and 
achievements due to his wise vision, constant 
support, and direct guidance.”

According to Abdul Rahman Mohammed 
Al Hammadi, Undersecretary of the Ministry 
of Education for Performance Improvement, 
the President’s support for education is not 
limited to establishing a vision and strategy. 
Highlighting HH Sheikh Mohamed’s crucial 
and active role in supporting the education 
sector, he said that at the Abu Dhabi 
International Book Fair 2021, His Highness 
ordered the allocation of Dhs6 million to buy 
books and educational materials as part of the 
showcasing of 500,000 book titles.

“We are proud of President His Highness 
Sheikh Mohamed’s vision and decisions, 
which have boosted all levels of education 
as part of a future strategy, along with 
his keenness to establish the Institute of 
Applied Technology – Abu Dhabi; the Abu 
Dhabi Institute for Vocational Education; 
and the Abu Dhabi Centre for Technical 
and Vocational Education and Training, as 
well as to encourage the best universities in 
the world to open branches in Abu Dhabi, 
such as Sorbonne University and New York 
University, and increase the number of 
students enrolled in graduate programmes,” 
said Al Hammadi. 

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed interacts with students at an Abu Dhabi school

As he has witnessed the UAE’s 
renaissance from a young 

age, President HH Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed has significantly 
contributed to the UAE’s 
development and achievements 
due to his wise vision
HH SHEIkH dR SULTAn bIn mUHAmmAd AL QASImI
Supreme Council Member and Ruler of Sharjah 

COVEr STOry
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PRImE mOvER OF 

PROgRESS
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H Sheikh Mansour bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy 
Prime Minister and 
Minister of Presidential 
Affairs, described the 
new President as “a role 
model of leadership”. 
The minister said, “Your 
plans for the UAE’s 
path will lead to a bright 
future, one that is safe and 
prosperous.”

This was echoed by 
HH Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation, 
as he said, “Nations are 
built and they thrive by the 
hands of men... With your 
leadership, we begin a 
historic journey, filled with 
achievements and hope.”

HH Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed’s keynote 
speech during the World 
Government Summit 
in 2015 still resonates, 
constituting a historic 
milestone in the UAE. In 
that speech, he provided 

Your plans for the 
UAE’s path will lead 

to a bright 
future, one 
that is safe and 

prosperous

With your leadership, 
we begin a 

historic journey, 
filled with 
achievements 
and hope

an insightful view of building an 
economy driven by knowledge and 
innovation. In that packed Summit, 
His Highness said, “In 50 years, when 
we might have the last barrel of oil, the 
question is: when it is shipped abroad, 
will we be sad?

“If we are investing today in the right 
sectors, I can tell you we will celebrate at 
that moment.”

His words opened the doors of trust 
about the future of the UAE and turned 
the fear of running out of oil and gas 
after 50 years into a broader optimism 
about the future.

A book, Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan: The Era of Prosperity and 
Excellence, quotes the former Crown 

Prince of Abu Dhabi on subjects such 
as “promoting and appreciating the 
values of excellence in the government’s 
performance”, “use of the most 
sophisticated methods available in the 
field of human resources management”, 
and “the great growth experienced by 
the Abu Dhabi emirate in all fields”.

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed was 
once quoted in 2017 as saying, “We 
will work together so that our country 
remains united, as it has always been; 
we will work together to keep it as a 
symbol, as a role model of the successful 
federal state not only in our region but 
across the globe. We will do this by 
developing its different institutions and 
enhancing the work of the government.”

HH SHEIkH mAnSOUR  
bIn ZAyEd AL nAHyAn

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Presidential Affairs

HH SHEIkH AbdULLAH  
bIn ZAyEd AL nAHyAn
Minister of Foreign Affairs and 

International Cooperation
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he march of HH Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed has been marked by 
historic positions that were taken 
for the sake of strengthening 

cooperation and solidarity with 
brotherly Arab nations and standing 
by them.

His Highness has never hesitated 
to support regional stability and 
address all challenges and threats 
that affect the security of the region, 
foremost of which is extremism. 
Internationally, His Highness has 

always taken the initiative of trying to 
stop global conflicts, quell struggles 
and defuse disputes, and of achieving 
reconciliation, in the quest for world 
peace and in pursuit of ending 
bloodshed, in order to protect people 
and preserve their dignity.

One of the most notable political 
achievements of HH Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed was the epoch-making 
Abraham Accords of 2020, made 
possible by his tireless efforts. This 
agreement was reached between Israel, 

the UAE, and Bahrain to normalise 
relations between the three; the 
United States was a participant in the 
agreement.

Hailing the new President, HH 
Lt General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior, said, “His 
Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
is the protector of the nation and the 
leader of its path, the brave knight 
of peace, and a man of tolerance and 
humanity.”

dEFEndER OF dIPLOmAcy
His Highness 
Sheikh 

Mohamed bin Zayed 
is the protector of 

the nation and the 
leader of its path, 
the brave knight 
of peace, and a 
man of tolerance 
and humanity

HH LT gEnERAL SHEIkH SAIF  
bIn ZAyEd AL nAHyAn

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed attends a Ramadan lecture on solving global challenges, April 2022

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed (left) tours Dubai Airshow 
2021 with HH Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed (right) M
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His Highness
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan

on the great trust placed in him by Members
of the federal Supreme council and Rulers of
the Emirates to lead the country after being

elected President of the UAE . 

We pray to Allah Almighty to bless
and guide His highness .  We renew our
loyalty and pledge of allegiance to his
leadership to serve the UAE people.

Warmest Congratulations
to President

Ads Montage.indd   16 24/05/2022   10:42 AM
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s a strong believer in 
ensuring stability through 
harmonious co-existence, 
HH Sheikh Mohamed bin 

Zayed said, “Nations built on values of 
tolerance, love, and respect are those that 
can achieve lasting peace, stability and 
security in their development journeys.”

His Highness always seeks to revive 
the noble human values of each religion 
and to strengthen the spirit of fraternity 
amongst people. This is very evident 
with the UAE hosting Hindu temples, 
Christian churches, Sikh gurdwaras, 
and places of worship of various other 
religions. Jewish prayers are held 
every week. People from 200 different 
countries live, work, and worship in the 
spirit of tolerance.

After the UAE named 2019 as 
the ‘Year of Tolerance’, HH Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed received His 
Holiness Pope Francis, Head of the 
Catholic Church, and His Eminence 
the Grand Imam Dr Ahmed Al-Tayyeb, 
Sheikh Al-Azhar Al-Sharif. This global 
meeting in the capital Abu Dhabi 
resulted in the signing of the Human 
Fraternity Document, as a guide to 
promoting a culture of mutual respect 
and dialogue for peaceful co-existence.

With his active role in spreading peace 

gLObAL PEAcE cRUSAdER
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The election of HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed, the 
patron of peace and human fraternity, opens up a 

new inspirational era in the journey of the renaissance of 
the young, flourishing state and provides strong support at 
promoting tolerance and peace 

—Muslim Council of Elders

A
P

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed during the historic visit of Pope Francis 
to the UAE in February 2019, when the Document on Human Fraternity 
was signed by the Pontiff and Grand Imam Dr Ahmad Al-Tayyeb 

and stability through respect of each other’s 
faith and religion, the Muslim Council of 
Elders, under the Chairmanship of the His 
Eminence Dr Ahmed Al-Tayyeb, described 
the new President as “the patron of peace 
and human fraternity”.

The Council said in a statement: “The 
election of His Highness Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the patron of 

peace and human fraternity, as President 
and leader of the UAE, opens up a new 
inspirational era in the journey of the 
renaissance of the young, flourishing state 
and provides strong support for efforts 
aimed at promoting tolerance and peace. 
His Highness’s election also carries the 
torch of goodness and tolerance for the 
UAE, region and the whole humanity.”

COVEr STOry



ust as HH Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed 
spared no effort to spread 
the values of tolerance, 

he has been dedicated to serving 
humanity at large, assisting brotherly 
and friendly countries, by concluding 
agreements that carry the meanings of 
peace, co-existence, and cooperation.

His Highness also directed the 
UAE’s humanitarian arm, Emirates Red 
Crescent, along with other charitable 
societies, to help people afflicted by 
conflicts or any other disasters.

The great role played by HH Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed in strengthening 
the UAE’s and the world’s response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic has been 
acclaimed worldwide. His Highness’s 
efforts contributed to making the UAE 
one of the first countries to succeed 
in overcoming the pandemic and 
ensuring the transition to recovery 
and normalcy. At the same time, the 
country sent various types of material 
and in-kind assistance to brotherly 
and fraternal nations during the 
pandemic.

This was well-described by the 
President of the Maldives in an 
interview with the media. “His 
Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed’s strong statesmanship and 
his keenness for development with a 
strong focus on progressive Islamic 
values prove that he is a beacon 
of hope for the entire Middle East 
region,” said Maldives President 
Ibrahim Mohamed Solih. He said 
that His Highness was always the 
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first amongst the global leaders to provide 
assistance to the needy, recollecting his 
support to the Maldives during the difficult 
times such as the Indian Ocean Tsunami 
and COVID-19 pandemic.

“This connection proved especially 
critical for us during the pandemic when 
the UAE became our lifeline to the rest of 
the world with Emirates airlines flying 
in essential cargo and medicine to the 
Maldives. We will forever be grateful for 
the thoughtful consideration of the UAE 
towards us,” said the president of the 
Indian Ocean island nation.

The initiative of HH Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed to eradicate polio in several 
countries highlights the UAE’s campaign 
against the disease. Since 2011, HH Sheikh 

Mohamed bin Zayed has donated $247.8 
million (Dhs911.4mn) to humanitarian and 
charity efforts aimed at providing vaccines 
and financing polio eradication campaigns, 
most notably in countries targeted by his 
initiative.

His Highness launched the ‘Reaching 
the Last Mile Fund’ to raise $100 million 
(Dhs367mn) with the aim of controlling 
and eliminating preventable diseases 
that hinder the health and economic 
prospects of the world’s poorest people. 
His Highness committed $20 million 
(Dhs734mn) to the Fund.

This 10-year Fund aims to support 
the elimination of two debilitating and 
preventable diseases: river blindness, and 
lymphatic filariasis.

A UAE vaccination campaign against polio in Pakistan W
A

M
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espite his heavy political, legislative, 
and economic responsibilities in the 
emirate of Abu Dhabi and the UAE in 
general, the cause of environmental 
protection has received great care and 
attention from HH Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed, who was instrumental 
in establishing the Environment 
Agency – Abu Dhabi (EAD), and has 
led significant conservation efforts to 
protect falcons and houbara bustards 
in the UAE and internationally.

The cause of wildlife conservation 
had been close to the heart of Sheikh 
Zayed, who issued directives to 
establish programmes to protect the 

Arabian Oryx, such as breeding 
and protecting the animals 

from extinction, and then 
reintroducing them to their 
natural habitat. Following 
this, HH Sheikh Mohamed 

bin Zayed launched a similar 
programme in 2007. This was part 

of the Abu Dhabi Government’s 
vision to create a regional 

herd that would reflect 
all programmes for the 

resettlement of the 
Arabian Oryx in its 
range countries.

In January 2008, HH 
Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed announced 
that the Abu Dhabi 
Government would 
contribute $15 
billion (Dhs55bn) to 
Masdar, the global 
standard-setting 
alternative and 
renewable energy 
initiative based in 
Abu Dhabi and 
developer of the 
world’s first carbon-

neutral, zero-waste 
city.
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THE TRUE REFlECTION OF All INFlUENTIAl lEADERS IS THE INDElIBlE MARK THEy lEAVE  
IN THE HEARTS AND MINDS OF PEOPlE. IN HIS lIFETIME, SHEIKH KHAlIFA BIN ZAyED Al 

NAHyAN wON MIllIONS OF HEARTS wORlDwIDE. 999 PRESENTS HIS  
IllUSTRIOUS lIFE AND lEGACy
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he UAE came to a 
standstill on May 13, with 
the demise of Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed at the 
age of 73. The UAE and 

the world mourned this great loss.
When he succeeded the UAE’s 

Founding Father, Sheikh Zayed 
bin Sultan Al Nahyan, to the 
highest office in the country, Sheikh 
Khalifa led the country in its march 
towards modernisation, anchored 
in time-treasured teachings and 
wisdom. One of his most important 
achievements was investing in 
national scientific capabilities 
alongside building cultural 
relations with the international 
community. This helped position 
the UAE as one of the most 
advanced states in the Middle East.

“Any individual state, however 
prominent, cannot successfully face 

the challenges of the modern era 
except by enlightened scientific and 
cultural prosperity,” said Sheikh 
Khalifa.

The late leader knew that putting 
his words into action would inspire 
the entire nation with tangible 
results. Under his leadership, the 
UAE witnessed the historic visit of 
His Holiness Pope Francis, Head of 
the Catholic Church, in February 
2019, a first across the Arabian 
Peninsula.

It was also during his reign that 
the UAE became the first Arab 
nation and the fifth worldwide to 
reach the planet Mars by February 
2021. This was an incredible 
achievement because the Probe was 
transported to Japan and launched 
from there in the middle of the first 
wave of the pandemic.

These are two of the most 

significant events through which 
the UAE made its mark in culture, 
religious harmony, and science.

The new President, His 
Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, underscored 
that Sheikh Khalifa’s ideals and 
vision were now visible across the 
entire UAE, etched in the hearts 
of its people and through the 
massive transformation that the 
country witnessed in merely  
two decades.

“The UAE has lost a loyal 
son, and the leader of its blessed 
empowerment journey, whose 
achievements, wisdom, giving, 
and efforts are embodied in every 
corner of our country. Khalifa bin 
Zayed, my brother, supporter, and 
mentor, may Allah Almighty grant 
you eternal peace,” said HH Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed. 

By  NEiL BiE

ShEIKh KhAlIfA BIn ZAyED Al nAhyAn
Second President of the UAE

Any individual state, however prominent, 
cannot successfully face the challenges of 

the modern era except by enlightened scientific 
and cultural prosperity



Security And Safety For All

35999 Security And SAfety for AlljUnE 2022

A nATIOn’S
 gRIEF

hh ShEIKh MohAMED
BIn ZAyED Al nAhyAn

President of the UAE

hh ShEIKh MohAMMED
BIn rAShID Al MAKtoUM

Vice-President and Prime Minister of the 
UAE and Ruler of Dubai

Our hearts ache 
over the passing 

of the beloved 
Sheikh Khalifa, 
who continued 

his late father’s 
legacy and served 

the country and its people 
to his last day

hh Dr ShEIKh SUltAn 
BIn MUhAMMAD Al QASIMI
Supreme Council Member and
Ruler of Sharjah

The late Khalifa 
bin Zayed will 

go down in 
history as one 
of the world’s 
greatest 

leaders. I pray 
to Allah Almighty to grant 
my brother, my friend and 
partner, eternal peace

Deep feelings of sorrow are 
prevailing today in the UAE 

for the loss of a leader 
who played a great role 
spearheading the drive 

of empowerment in the 
country

hh ShEIKh hAMAD BIn 
MohAMMED Al ShArQI
Supreme Council Member and
Ruler of Fujairah

hh ShEIKh SAUD BIn SAQr Al QASIMI
Supreme Council Member and
Ruler of Ras Al Khaimah

The late President 
will remain a 

bright beacon 
for future 
generations. 

I pray to Allah 
Almighty to grant 

him eternal peace and to 
rest his soul in Paradise

The UAE as well as the entire 
world will always 

remember you thanks 
to your stances 
that reflected an 

honourable image of 
Emiratis and Arab men

hh ShEIKh SAUD BIn 
rAShID Al MU’AllA
Supreme Council Member and
Ruler of Umm Al Quwain

hh ShEIKh hUMAID 
BIn rAShID Al nUAIMI
Supreme Council Member and Ruler of Ajman

The UAE has lost a loyal 
son, and the leader of its 
blessed empowerment journey, 

whose achievements, wisdom, 
giving, and efforts are embodied in 

every corner of our country

The late President 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed’s 
giving to the country was 

unlimited, and he was 
preoccupied with enhancing 

citizens’ well-being
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he late Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Zayed made a huge 
impact on the lives 
of others for decades, 
thanks to one of the first 

entities that he launched when the 
UAE was formed in 1971 — this was 
the Abu Dhabi Fund for Development 
(ADFD). This entity streamlined the 
emirate’s monetary assistance for 
developing countries. 

Within the country, UAE nationals 
benefited from his landmark welfare 
initiatives, such as the Khalifa Housing 
Fund for those who wanted to develop 
residential and commercial buildings 
at affordable costs, and the Abu Dhabi 
Department of Social Services and 
Commercial Buildings. 

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President 
and Prime Minister of the UAE and 
Ruler of Dubai,  shared that these 
foundations and initiatives attested to 
the late leader’s ideals of prioritising 
everyone’s welfare. 

“I knew him before the establishment 
of the UAE, and we have worked 
together along with the Founding 
Fathers, the late Sheikh Zayed bin 

Sultan Al Nahyan and the late Sheikh 
Rashid bin Saeed Al Maktoum, 
and when he assumed leadership, 
he launched an empowerment 
programme and supported the process 
of development. The late President 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed’s giving 
to the country was unlimited, and 
he was preoccupied with enhancing 
citizens’ well-being,” said HH Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid.

Under his chairmanship at ADFD’s 
Board of Directors, the entity had 
provided over Dhs150 billion for the 
development of 103 countries in dire 
need of assistance. His humanitarian 
heart was likewise proven during the 
height of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
when the UAE alone provided for 80 
per cent of the worldwide response. 
The country’s donations have so far 
totalled 2,250 tonnes of medical aid and 
supplies, sent to 136 countries.

“He was a man with a generous 
soul and a champion of tolerance. The 
late Khalifa bin Zayed will go down in 
history as one of the world’s greatest 
leaders. I pray to Allah Almighty 
to grant my brother, my friend and 
partner, eternal peace,” said HH 

Sheikh Hamad bin Mohammed Al 
Sharqi, Supreme Council Member and 
Ruler of Fujairah.

For his part, HH Sheikh Saud bin 
Rashid Al Mu’alla, Supreme Council 
Member and Ruler of Umm Al 
Quwain, shared that Sheikh Khalifa 
was a leader well-loved by the nation 
and served as a guiding star for the 
next generation. “The late president 
will remain a bright beacon for future 
generations. I pray to Allah Almighty 
to grant him eternal peace and to rest 
his soul in Paradise,” he said.

The Muslim Council of Elders, 
chaired by the Grand Imam of Al-
Azhar His Eminence Dr Ahmed Al-
Tayeb, also affirmed that Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Zayed fulfilled his father’s legacy 
and passed on the values of kindness 
and co-existence to the new President, 
HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed, and 
to the people of the UAE as a whole.

“Sheikh Khalifa followed in the footsteps 
of his father, the late founder of the UAE, 
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, whose 
humanitarian services in the Arab and 
Muslim worlds — and beyond — were 
invaluable and left a legacy that continues 
today,” read a statement from the Council.

LEGACy



37999 Security And SAfety for AlljUnE 2022

Security And Safety For All

A look back

W
A

M
H

H
 S

h
e

ik
h

 M
o

h
a

m
e

d
 b

in
 Z

a
ye

d
’s

 In
st

a
g

ra
m

n November 2, 2004, Sheikh 
Zayed died at the age of 
86. A day later, the Federal 
Supreme Council elected 
Sheikh Khalifa to lead 

the UAE as the country’s new 
President. 

A year later, Sheikh Khalifa 
announced that UAE citizens 
were to vote for half of the 
Members of the Federal 
National Council, to encourage 
active participation and promote 
equal opportunity, transparency, 
and accountability. By 
February 2007, Sheikh Khalifa 
empowered citizens anew with 
his commitment to enabling 
both male and female UAE 
citizens to participate and take 
on leadership roles to help run 
the country. 

In June 2007, Sheikh 

Khalifa announced that he 
had allotted Dhs2 billion to 
encourage citizens to embark 
on entrepreneurship through 
the Khalifa Fund for Enterprise 
Development.

The late leader also 
understood the crucial need 
to preserve the UAE’s natural 
resources. Thus, he created the 
country’s ministry focused on 
the environment — this was 
developed over the years into 
the Ministry of Climate Change 
and Environment. 

His keen emphasis on 
the environment led to the 
formation of renewable 
energy firms such as Masdar 
and the choice to house the 
International Renewable 
Energy Agency headquarters 
in the UAE.

President HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan (left) and his predecessor, the late 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
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er Majesty Elizabeth II, 
Queen of the United 
Kingdom and the 
Commonwealth realms, 
said that co-existence was 
one of Sheikh Khalifa’s 

most desirable traits that 
helped usher in and maintain 
peace in the Arab region. 
“Your distinguished brother 
devoted his life to serving the 
people of the United Arab 
Emirates and his relationship 
with its allies and friends. 
He will be long remembered 
by all who work for regional 
stability, understanding 
between nations and between 
faiths, and for the conservation 
cause,” said Queen Elizabeth 
II in a message to HH Sheikh 

LEGACy

Sheikh Khalifa with HM Queen Elizabeth II in Windsor Castle in 2013
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Mohamed bin Zayed.
HE Dr Abdul Rahman bin 

Saeed Al Juma’a, the Permanent 
Representative of the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia to the Arab 
League, said, “Although the late 
Sheikh Khalifa passed away, his 
many achievements and deeds 
in the political, economic and 

humanitarian fields inside and 
outside the UAE will remain 
forever in our memory. His great 
contribution, alongside [that of] 
his late father Sheikh Zayed bin 
Sultan Al Nahyan, to building 
the most successful Arab union 
in our modern Arab history, will 
always be remembered.”

He will be long remembered 
by all who work for regional 

stability, understanding between 
nations and between faiths, and 

for the conservation cause

hM ElIZABEth II 
Queen of the United Kingdom and the Commonwealth realms
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trAnsforMAtivE vision
n nearly two decades of his 
leadership, Sheikh Khalifa 
inspired and presided over the 
UAE’s massive transformation 
across infrastructure, health, 

environment, energy, and economy 
with the launch of Dubai Metro in 2009; 
the opening of Burj Khalifa in 2010; and 
the opening of the Barakah Nuclear 
Power Plant in 2019, to name a few.

HH Sheikh Saud bin Saqr Al Qasimi, 
Supreme Council Member and Ruler 
of Ras Al Khaimah, said that the late 
leader inspired action and cooperation 
amongst residents and citizens, turning 
the country’s vision into reality. “Deep 
feelings of sorrow are prevailing today 
in the UAE for the loss of a leader who 
played a great role spearheading the 
drive of empowerment in the country, 
enabling the people of the Emirates to 
actively contribute to its renaissance and 
development,” said HH Sheikh Saud.

Sheikh Khalifa balanced national 

The UAE’s Founding Father, Sheikh Zayed (left), inspects plans for the Sheikh Zayed 
Grand Mosque with his sons Sheikh Khalifa (centre) and Sheikh Sultan
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Under Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan’s leadership, the UAE 

embarked on an unprecedented era of 
growth and modernisation, which made the 
country one of the emerging powerhouses 

in the region

development by overseeing projects 
worth more than Dhs40 billion 
undertaken through the Ministry of 
Energy and Infrastructure.

Also, his reign was marked by the 
construction, completion, and upgrading 
of more than 230 public schools, as well 
as the building of a world-class hospital 
system and 32 federal government health 
institutions. 

Today, there are about 3,000 federal 
structures, ranging from educational and 

health institutions to government service 
buildings and mosques.

Praising the UAE for its rapid 
transformation, Hannah Neumann, Chair 
of the European Parliament’s Delegation 
for Relations with the Arab Peninsula, said, 
“Under Sheikh Khalifa’s leadership, the 
UAE embarked on an unprecedented era of 
growth and modernisation, which made the 
country one of the emerging powerhouses 
in the region and a global centre for 
commerce, cultural exchange, and tourism.”

hAnnAh nEUMAnn
Chair of the European Parliament’s Delegation for Relations with the Arab Peninsula



40 999 Security And SAfety for All jUnE 2022

Security And Safety For All

orld leaders came together 
in a series of personal visits, 
phone calls, and messages of 
condolence. The first amongst 
them were HRH Mohamed bin 

Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, 
Crown Prince, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Defence 
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia; 
President Joe Biden of the United 
States of America; President 
Emmanuel Macron of France; and 

Joko Widodo, President of Indonesia.
The Arab League Council also 

paid tribute. HE Maryam Khalifa 
Al Kaabi, UAE Ambassador to the 
Arab Republic of Egypt, and UAE’s 
Permanent Representative to the Arab 
League, conveyed that the late leader’s 
memory had an indelible impact 
across the Arab World in terms of 
promoting co-existence and tolerance.

“During his era, the UAE 
strengthened its position and active 

role in the regional and international 
arenas and succeeded in weaving 
strong relations with the countries 
of the world on the basis of respect. 
It has also committed to resolving 
disputes between countries through 
dialogue and peaceful means, 
standing by the issues of truth 
and justice, and contributing to 
supporting international stability 
and peace and promoting human  
co-existence,” said Al Kaabi. 

oUtPoUrinG of symPathy

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed receives 
Indonesian President Joko Widodo’s personal 
message of sympathy

President HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan (centre) receives message of condolences from Saudi Arabia Crown Prince, HRH 
Mohammed bin Salman (left), along with HH Lt General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior W
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HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed accepts 
deepest sympathy from Britain’s Prince William 
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King Philippe of Belgium offers condolences 
to HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed M

in
is

tr
y
 o

f 
P

re
s
id

e
n

ti
a

l 
A

ff
a

ir
s

Bahrain’s King HRH Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
pays his respects and condolences to HH Sheikh 
Mohamed bin  Zayed
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HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed receives message 
of sympathy from US Vice President Kamala Harris

M
in

is
tr

y 
o

f 
P

re
si

d
e

n
tia

l A
ff

a
ir

s

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed receives heartfelt 
sympathy from French President Emmanuel Macron
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heikh Khalifa’s leadership 
also witnessed the rise of 
the UAE as a global hub for 
tourism, economy, and trade. 
Today, the UAE now hosts 

over 200 nationalities coming 
from different parts of the world, 
with various backgrounds, 
religions, and cultures. In 2019, 
the UAE celebrated ‘The Year 
of Tolerance’ as a mark of 
harmonious relations  

amongst its people.
“The wonderful cohesion 

between the leadership 
and the people of the UAE, 
though not new, should not 
pass unnoticed. It deserves 
contemplation and study to 
benefit from it, especially as 
we set out towards a new 
future that will require great 
responsibilities from all of us,” 
said Sheikh Khalifa.

The nation’s most recent 
global event, Expo 2020 Dubai, 
hosted the pavilions of all 
the countries from where its 
current residents have come. 
The hugely successful event 
drew close to 25 million 
visitors during its six-month 
run, with delegations from 
all over the world visiting the 
first Expo to take place in the 
Middle East and Africa.

The wonderful cohesion between the leadership 
and the people of the UAE, though not new, 

should not pass unnoticed. It deserves contemplation 
and study to benefit from it

—sheikh khalifa bin Zayed Al nahyan 
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heikh Khalifa put in place a 
farsighted education strategy 
that made it mandatory for all 
citizens over the age of six to 
access free quality schooling until 

secondary education. From 2016 to 
2020, the UAE’s education spending 
accounted for a large chunk of the 
government budget.

With a total of more than Dhs48 billion 
allotted to the national education sector 
in 2016-2020, the UAE is now home 
to world-class schools and institutes 
of higher education, which are vital 
components of a knowledge economy.

The UAE’s education policy is 
designing a system based on 21st-
century capabilities. It aspires to deliver 
higher education on par with the 
greatest institutions in the world. The 
UAE Vision 2021 emphasised the need 
for advancing education in the country 
to the highest levels in the world and 
implementing a smart system.

The National Strategy for Higher 
Education 2030 underlines the necessity 
of increasing students’ scientific and 
technological abilities to promote 
economic growth.

By 2017, the UAE constructed the first 

cancer treatment centre in the Middle 
East and GCC region. The country was 
also one of the first to employ robotics in 
the pharmaceutical industry. 

The late leader encapsulated the 

premium he put on education when he 
said: “University is not just a field of 
pure academic study; rather, it is a centre 
of glorious intellectual, civilisational and 
cultural enlightenment.”

EdUCAtion stalwart

LEGACy

University is not just a field of pure academic 
study; rather, it is a centre of glorious 

intellectual, civilisational and cultural enlightenment
—sheikh khalifa bin Zayed Al nahyan
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With inputs from Emirates News Agency WAM
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Mohammed Jalal Al Rayssi 
currently heads the Emirates News 
Agency (WAM) as Director General

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

President His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan is set to lead the UAE into a 
new era of knowledge-based economy

A nATIOn IS REbORn

t
he unanimous election of His Highness Sheikh 

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan as the President of 

the UAE reaffirms that the nation is determined to 

continue a future-oriented approach with specific, 

well-thought-out objectives, wherein the torch is passed 

across generations to usher in new phases, including a 

knowledge-based economy.

The UAE has established, across 

the foundation and empowerment 

phases, its position as a vital 

investment oasis, offering 

auspicious opportunities to the 

business community and topping 

competitiveness indices, driven by 

a proactive foreign policy that 

helped position the nation as a 

leading financial and logistics hub 

in the region.

Under the helm of HH Sheikh 

Mohamed bin Zayed, the UAE 

leadership will launch a new phase 

described by His Highness Sheikh 

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President and 

Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, as a new 

birth for the country: “Today, his assumption of the 

responsibility of the presidency represents a new historical 

era and a new birth. we look forward to the acceleration 

of development aimed at consolidating the global 

sovereignty and pioneering of the emirates.”

This phase will build on past achievements, while 

continuing to diversify our economy, boost its 

sustainability, reduce reliance on oil, and build active and 

balanced foreign relations that help achieve the UAE’s 

strategic objectives, launching it into the prosperity 

phase, which is built around 

viewing citizens as the true 

treasure and measure of the 

country’s progress.

This new era is launched based 

on solid foundations developed 

through years of hard work, 

experience and dedication to reach 

a day where the UAE celebrates 

exporting the last oil barrel.

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed’s 

election came as a continuation of a 

blessed, fast-paced journey to the 

heights of glory, especially as he 

has lived through the two past 

phases serving alongside a forward-looking leader, and 

inherited the wisdom of the late Founding Father, Sheikh 

Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, while serving as a staunch 

supporter of the late Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan. 

Our flag will continue to fly high across all fronts.

His Highness Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed’s 
election came as a 
continuation of a 
blessed, fast-paced 
journey to the 
heights of glory

COLumN
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t
he 26th day of June is observed 

globally as the International Day 

Against Drug Abuse and Illicit 

Trafficking. It has been so since the UN 

General Assembly designated it as such 

through a resolution adopted in December 

1987. For UAE law enforcement agencies, 

however, all 365 days of every year 

mean a fight against drug abuse and illicit 

substance trafficking.

Security agencies in this country 

regularly make headlines for their record 

drug busts, involving both the seizure of 

illegal substances — from hard narcotics to 

banned recreational pills — and the arrest 

of criminals. They do so with the help 

of effective detection and surveillance 

skills and cutting-edge crime-fighting 

technology.

The routes and modus operandi of 

drug syndicates are constantly evolving, 

with a lot of their activities linked to 

other forms of transnational crimes. 

In the UAE, the authorities leave no 

stone unturned to catch these criminals 

through a wider network of intelligence 

that’s coordinated with regional and 

global law enforcement teams. The 

comprehensive training of its police 

forces in combating drug trafficking also 

plays a huge role.

The UAE Ministry of Interior has a 

zero-tolerance policy on narcotics. On 

many occasions, vigilant law enforcement 

agencies have identified heavily hidden 

drug consignments coming into the 

cities and stopped them at the airports 

and seaports; and they’ve also caught 

hundreds of drug mules (people carrying 

narcotics) despite the very creative 

concealment methods used by these 

carriers.

According to lt General Dhahi Khalfan 

Tamim, Deputy Chairman of Police and 

Public Security in Dubai and Chairman of 

the UAE Anti-Narcotics Council, over the 

past four years, the UAE has helped to 

detain 549 drug dealers around the globe. 

This has been done through bolstered 

international police cooperation with more 

than 55 countries.

Alongside the arrests, the UAE helped 

in the confiscation of 380 tonnes of 

drugs internationally over the same 

period. “we provided numerous countries 

with thousands of [pieces of] intel that 

helped them make arrests and drug 

confiscations,” Dhahi Khalfan said.

DrUgS AnD othEr CrIMES

Dhahi Khalfan reiterated the importance 

of relentless campaigns against illegal 

drugs, because stopping narcotics was the 

key to solving many other crimes.

He cited UAE studies showing that the 

use of drugs was connected to nearly 20 

per cent of traffic offences; 49 per cent of 

car theft cases; 64 per cent of suspects 

We provided 
numerous countries 

with thousands of pieces 
of intel that 
helped them 
make arrests 
and drug 
confiscations

lt gEnErAl DhAhI  
KhAlfAn tAMIM

Deputy Chairman of Police and Public 
Security in Dubai and Chairman of the  

UAE Anti-Narcotics Council

EVERy yEAR, JUNE 26 IS OBSERVED AS THE INTERNATIONAl DAy AGAINST DRUG ABUSE 

AND IllICIT TRAFFICKING. FOR UAE lAw ENFORCEMENT, EVERy DAy BRINGS THAT 

MISSION. 999 lOOKS AT RECENT DRUG BUSTS, AS wEll AS THE DROP IN THE RATES OF 

SMUGGlING ATTEMPTS, NEw DRUG USERS, AND OVERDOSE DEATHS

BY ANURIMA RUHEL

55
nUMBEr of CoUntrIES wIth 

Strong AntI-nArCotICS 
CoopErAtIon wIth thE 

UAE polICE

380 tonnes
nArCotICS SEIZED 

IntErnAtIonAlly wIth  
thE hElp of thE  

UAE polICE

549
DrUg DEAlErS 

ACroSS thE gloBE 
ArrEStED wIth thE 

hElp of thE UAE 
polICE

Source: UAE Anti-Narcotics Council

Uae drUg BUsts and arrests
from 2018-2021
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A gang who was caught red-handed by Abu Dhabi Police in 2021 while in possession of 15,000 drug pills
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who committed crimes such as assault 

and robbery; and 25 per cent of missing 

person cases.

“whoever wants to make their country 

safe like the UAE should reduce drug 

crime,” stressed Dhahi Khalfan.

Abu Dhabi Police reported in September 

2021 that they had busted various drug 

trafficking networks operating through 

social media. The force said that they had 

intercepted a total of 142 individuals and 

confiscated 816kg of narcotic substances. 

Most of the arrests were made following 

the anti-narcotics team’s monitoring of 

random posts on social media platforms 

that contained pictures, videos, and audio 

messages promoting drugs that could be 

delivered anywhere in the country.

In May 2022, Dubai Police helped 

dismantle an international drug cartel 

linked to smuggling and trafficking of 

cocaine from South America to Europe. As 

the gang hid their contraband in shipments 

of sugar, the operation was code-named 

‘Canne à Sucre’ or ‘Sugarcane’. The 

operation took place on May 5, when 

Dubai Police arrested a key member of 

the crime syndicate in a synchronised 

series of raids in three countries, which 

resulted in the arrest of 17 other criminals 

and the seizure of 22 tonnes of sugar 

contaminated with cocaine.

The sting operation involved nearly 10 

months of solid cooperation and constant 

communication amongst the police teams 

involved. The drug ring was behind the 

import of 12 tonnes of tobacco seized in 

August 2021 by Belgian authorities; 600kg 

of cocaine seized in September 2021 

SECurITy

In May 2022, Dubai Police helped dismantle 
an international drug cartel linked. Dubai 
Police arrested a key member of the crime 
syndicate in a synchronised series of raids in 
three countries, which resulted in the arrest 
of 17 other criminals and the seizure of 22 
tonnes of sugar contaminated with cocaine     

one Bad thing leads to another
Use of narcotics in the Uae is linked to:

20%
trAffIC 

offEnCES

64%
ASSAUlt AnD 

roBBEry
CASES

49%
CAr thEft 

CASES

25%
MISSIng pErSon 

CASES Source: UAE Anti-Narcotics Council 
data based on UAE studies 
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InCrEASED pUBlIC vIgIlAnCE

Owing to various intensified public 

awareness campaigns on root causes 

and consequences of drug abuse and 

drug trafficking in society, the UAE police 

forces have noted increased public 

vigilance in reporting about drug dealers 

and promoters, especially those operating 

online.

In 2020, Dubai Police reported 

a 32 per cent increase in calls and 

A
D

P

Criminals have 
been exploiting 

the advancements of 
technology to serve their 
harmful agendas. Social 
media users 
must not 
fall prey 
to online 
cybercriminals 
and drug 
dealers

lt gEnErAl ABDUllAh 
KhAlIfA Al MArrI

Commander-in-Chief of Dubai Police

One of the biggest hauls in Sharjah 

came during operation ‘Poisoned Rope’ 

in June 2021, when 215kg of crystal meth 

and heroin were intercepted from a dhow 

at Port Khalid. Commenting on the result 

of this operation, Major General Saif Al Zari 

Al Shamsi, Commander-in-Chief of Sharjah 

Police, said, “The fight will continue. 

Everyone in the force is doing their best, 

which is evident from the decline in serious 

crimes, including drug trafficking rate.”

Five of the 91 drug dealers operating 
through social media who were 
collared by Dubai Police in 2020 D
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The fight will 
continue. Everyone 

in the force is doing 
their best, which is 
evident from 
the decline 
in serious 
crimes, 
including drug 
trafficking 
rate

MAjor gEnErAl SAIf  
Al ZArI Al ShAMSI

Commander-in-Chief of Sharjah Police

in the port of Cartagena by Colombian 

authorities; as well as the laundering of 

several million euros.

Major General Expert Khalil Ibrahim 

Al Mansouri, Assistant Commander-in-

Chief for Criminal Investigation Affairs at 

Dubai Police, said that the operation was 

carried out through intensified cooperation 

amongst police forces of Dubai, France, 

Spain, and Colombia after exchanging 

security information with several European 

countries, including the United Kingdom, 

and with the United States.

SCAlE of DrUg BUStS

As part of a major drive to combat 

illegal drugs, Abu Dhabi Police have 

thwarted major smuggling operations 

that resulted in the confiscation of 

more than 2.6 tonnes of narcotics and 

1.4 million tablets with a street value of 

Dhs1.2 billion in 2021. Most of the dealers 

used social media to lure young people 

in the UAE.

Meanwhile, Dubai Police, which had 

contributed 75.7 per cent of total drugs 

seized and 45.5 per cent of total arrests 

made by law enforcement agencies across 

the UAE in 2020, supplied liaison officers 

of 23 different countries with 76 security 

tips in the same period.

In a series of operations in 2021, Sharjah 

Police also foiled major drug trafficking 

attempts and intercepted more than 

1,100kg of narcotics, such as crystal meth, 

heroin and hashish, and more than 3.4 

million tablet drugs. The illegal substances 

seized were estimated to have a total 

street value of Dhs135.4 million.

Nine Asian men who were arrested by Sharjah 
Police for smuggling one million drugs pills in 2021
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tip-offs about illegal drugs, according 

to lt General Abdullah Khalifa Al 

Marri, Commander-in-Chief of Dubai 

Police. This helped in the arrest of 19 

international fugitives linked to drug 

cartel operations in many parts of 

the world. The force also discovered 

and subsequently blocked 75 online 

profiles and websites for promoting 

drugs.

Urging residents to report any 

drug-related information by dialling 

901, Al Marri said, “Criminals have 

been exploiting the advancements 

of technology, including social media 

platforms, to serve their harmful 

agendas. Therefore, social media users 

must remain vigilant when using these 

platforms and not fall prey to online 

cybercriminals and drug dealers.”

Building on the res ult of public 

participation in anti-narcotics drives, 

the force launched the ‘Unknown 

Messages’ campaign, held from July 

15 to November 1, 2021, to encourage 

residents to report anonymous 

SECurITy

In a new campaign, Abu Dhabi Police 

have highlighted the importance of 

family in eradicating the scourge of 

drugs. Many drug users start young, 

and families need to know how to 

handle them and their addiction in the 

early stages, so that their lives can be 

brought back on the right track. 

In cooperation with the Department of 

Community Development, the General 

Women’s Union, and the Abu Dhabi 

Centre for Shelter and Humanitarian 

Care (Ewaa), the force launched a 

comprehensive campaign in March 

2022. This was primarily aimed at 

educating the community about the 

importance of continuous solidarity 

between the family and the competent 

authorities, to protect youngsters from 

falling into the clutches of drugs. 

Major General Maktoum Ali Al Sharifi, 

Director General of Abu Dhabi Police, 

said, “Parents need to play the 

supervisory and guiding role expected 

of them to protect their children and 

prevent them from falling prey to drugs. 

Families should closely watch out for 

any abnormal changes in their 

children’s behaviour and general 

appearance, especially teenagers, 

which helps a lot in early detection of 

their involvement in drug abuse.”

Hamad Ali Al Dhaheri, Undersecretary 

of the Department of Community 

Development in Abu Dhabi, warned 

that drugs could find their way into the 

hands of any teenager, regardless of 

their family’s social status. “We also aim 

to empower families with parental skills, 

which are considered a protection 

factor from the dangers of drug abuse 

and contribute to refining the children’s 

personality to be effective members of 

society and able to face various 

pressures,” he said.

According to recent statistics from the 

National Rehabilitation Centre (NRC), 

headquartered in Abu Dhabi, 95 per 

cent of drug abuse and addiction 

resulted from family problems.

Dr Hamad Al Ghaferi, Director 

General of the National Rehabilitation 

Centre, said, “Rehabilitation of 

teenagers is different from [that of] 

people above the age of 18. The rehab 

process includes the child and his 

parents. Family problems encourage 

children to find alternatives. Protection 

and quick response are key factors to 

save the lives of youngsters.”

BrIngIng thE yoUth BACK on thE rIght trACK

Families should 
closely watch out for 

any abnormal changes in 
their children’s behaviour 
and general appearance, 
especially teenagers, 
which helps a lot in 
early detection 
of their 
involvement in 
drug abuse

MAjor gEnErAl MAKtoUM 
AlI Al ShArIfI

Director General of Abu Dhabi Police

messages promoting drugs via the 

popular online chat service whatsApp.

As part of this initiative, the police 

worked with the telecom service 

providers in the country — Etisalat and 

du — as well as the Roads and Transport 

Authority (RTA) Dubai and the Central 

Bank of the UAE. More than 18 million 

mobile users in the country received 

warning alerts about the crackdown 

campaign.

within the first four months of the 

campaign, 100 dealers peddling drugs 
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The rate of new drug users in the UAE dropped 
by 24 per cent between 2016 and 2020 and 
dropped further by 11 per cent last year

via whatsApp were collared. Colonel 

Abdullah Hassan Matar Al Khayat, 

Director at Hemaya International Centre 

at Dubai Police, warned parents to be 

vigilant and monitor their children’s 

online activity because most of these 

drug peddlers online were targeting 

the youth. “Teenagers and children 

need awareness and guidance from 

the parents to prevent them from falling 

victims to such drug promoters,” said Al 

Khayat.

Explaining the “online drug delivery” 

racket, Al Khayat said, “Some dealers 

send messages from unknown numbers 

to residents across the country, offering 

them different types of drugs listed 

at different prices. Once recipients 

show interest, GPS locations of drugs 

are shared with buyers after payment 

has been made. Buyers then collect 

the drugs, which are usually buried 

underground, from the specified 

locations.”

Don’t gIvE In to grEED

Police in the UAE warn residents not 

to engage in drug peddling, because 

no matter what the circumstances or 

reasons, the sale, use, and possession 

of illegal drugs are prohibited and stiff 

punishment awaits such an offender.

In January 2022, the Dubai 

Criminal Court sentenced an Asian 

expat to 10 years in jail with a fine 

of Dhs50,000 for selling drugs 

number of new drug users last year.

“we increased awareness about the 

dangers of drugs amongst teachers, 

students, and parents, and also issued 

prevention protocols to help guide 

educational staff,” said Dhahi Khalfan in 

his keynote address during the world 

Police Summit in March 2022. “Members 

of the public were provided various 

channels of communication to help them 

easily approach the police with regard to 

drug cases or suspicions.”

Dhahi Khalfan also highlighted that 

the death rate from drug overdoses 

had come down sharply since 2016, 

the year when the UAE Anti-Narcotics 

Council was formed. The rate of new 

drug users also saw a significant 

decrease.

“After the establishment of the Anti-

Narcotic Council in 2016, all police 

departments in the country joined 

hands to tackle drug crimes. The rate of 

new drug users dropped by 24 per cent 

between 2016 and 2020 and dropped 

further by 11 per cent last year,” said 

Dhahi Khalfan.

Some dealers send 
messages from 

unknown numbers. Once 
recipients show interest, 
GPS locations of drugs 
are shared with buyers. 
Buyers then collect the 
drugs buried 
underground, 
from the 
specified 
locations

ColonEl ABDUllAh hASSAn 
MAtAr Al KhAyAt

Director at Hemaya International Centre  
at Dubai Police

via whatsApp and on his website. 

A tip-off had led to the arrest of 

the 47-year-old man, who was 

caught in possession of 7.5kg of 

methamphetamine, a scale, and 

tools for packing the illicit substance 

at the time of his arrest in  

February 2021.

He confessed that a person in his 

home country had paid him Dhs2,000 

to receive the narcotic substances, 

and he was instructed to pack the 

content into bags and then distribute 

them in random areas in Dubai. He 

photographed the areas where he 

buried them and forwarded them to his 

cohort. 

DECrEASE In DrUg USErS 

with fortified monitoring and 

international cooperation that continue 

to disrupt the routes and smuggling 

of drugs into the UAE, as well as the 

amendment of UAE law that puts a 

sharper focus on rehabilitation over 

punishment of drug abusers, the country 

witnessed an 11 per cent decrease in the 
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DISgUISE: Solar panels

SEIZED DrUgS: 1,056kg crystal meth

DAtE: April 2022

loCAtIon: Dubai 

DISgUISE: fish

SEIZED DrUgS: 38kg crystal meth

DAtE: March 2022

loCAtIon: Abu Dhabi

DISgUISE: lemons

SEIZED DrUgS: 1.16 million Captagon pills

DAtE: December 2021

loCAtIon: Dubai

DISgUISE: toiletry bottles

SEIZED DrUgS: 5.7kg cocaine

DAtE: March 2022

loCAtIon: Dubai Airport

DISgUISE: pet food

SEIZED DrUgS: 1.5 tonnes heroin 

DAtE: March 2022

loCAtIon: Abu Dhabi
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Ten individuals were arrested by Dubai 

Police for smuggling 1,056kg of crystal 

meth with an estimated street value of 

Dhs68.64 million into the country. The 

illicit substances were found hidden in 

264 commercial solar panels.

Major General Expert Khalil Ibrahim 

Al Mansouri, Assistant Commander-in-

Chief for Criminal Investigation Affairs, 

said that a task force was formed after 

a security tip-off about an international 

drug syndicate looking to offload a 

shipment of drugs arriving from a South 

American country.

One member of the gang was first 

apprehended, and he led the police to 

the other nine suspects, who were all 

caught red-handed.

In a major anti-drug operation, Abu Dhabi Police 

arrested three Asian nationals who were promoting and 

selling drugs on social media. During the police raid at 

their hide-out, the force discovered 38kg of crystal meth 

concealed in fish.

Brigadier Taher Al Dhaheri, Director of the Anti-

Narcotics Division, said, “The suspects’ surprise was 

obvious when we arrested them because they thought 

the method they had used to conceal the drugs would 

not be easy for us to uncover.” He urged members of the 

public to avoid responding to messages from unknown 

senders that were promoting drugs.

Four Arabs were arrested by Dubai Police for attempting to 

smuggle 1.6 million Captagon pills into the emirate. The pills had 

an estimated street value of Dhs58 million.

The result of this operation, which was code-named ‘66’, was 

highly publicised worldwide due to the method of the gang to 

sneak in drugs — they concealed them in lemons. Police seized 

3,840 boxes of lemons, 66 of which had fake lemons containing 

the Captagon pills.

The police formed a task force and coordinated with Dubai 

Customs upon receiving a security tip-off on an international drug 

syndicate intending to smuggle a shipment of drugs from an Arab 

country in a refrigerated container of fruits and vegetables.

A female passenger at 

Dubai International Airport 

was apprehended after she 

attempted to smuggle more than 

5kg of cocaine into the emirate. 

Airport customs officials became 

suspicious of the passenger after 

her luggage went for an X-ray, 

which showed an unusually dense 

area at the bottom of the woman’s 

suitcase.

Inspectors then discovered that 

2.4kg of drugs were hidden inside 

shampoo and moisturiser bottles. 

The inner lining of the luggage 

also had a secret pocket, where 

the woman hid plastic packets 

containing 3.2kg of cocaine.

Abu Dhabi Police intercepted 1.5 

tonnes of illegal drugs hidden in pet 

food, valued at Dhs150 million. The 

contraband, which was smuggled 

from one of the neighbouring 

countries into Khalifa Port, was 

intended to be re-exported to a 

European country.

Major General Faris Khalaf Al 

Mazrouei, Commander-in-Chief of Abu 

Dhabi Police, said that a team from the 

Anti-Narcotics Department swung into 

action after verifying information about 

the suspicious shipment.

The smuggling bid was foiled by 

the police, in cooperation with the 

General Administration of Customs 

– Abu Dhabi. 
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A bETTER FUTURE FOR An 
EmPOwEREd nATIOn

Ali Obaid is a veteran Emirati commentator and 
writer on local issues; he currently heads the News 

Centre at Dubai Media Incorporated

Inspired by the UAE’s Founding Father, Sheikh Khalifa had created 
a national edifice that stood tall on the world stage. Now President 
HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed steps onto that stage with wisdom 
and confidence

t
he date May 13, 2022 was a sad day for the UAE and its 

people. On this day, the country lost one of its dearest and 

most beloved leaders, Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al 

Nahyan, may God have mercy on him, the loyal son of the 

Founding Founder, Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, and the 

second President of the country.

The homeland was covered with tears, and signs of sadness 

were everywhere as people mourned the passing of Sheikh 

Khalifa. For the people of this nation, the 

late leader was more than just a President; 

he was a father to all, showering them with 

love and care. 

Sheikh Khalifa received his first lessons at 

Zayed Al-Nujaba School. The leader’s wisdom, 

experience, and expertise in managing matters 

and handling the most challenging situations 

made him a great asset.

Having worked hand in hand with the UAE’s 

Founding Father, Sheikh Khalifa paved the 

way for the advancement of the country, 

laying the first foundations for establishing its 

structure and maintaining its edifice.

Following the death of Sheikh Zayed in November 2004, the 

second President took the lead in empowering the nation and 

reaping the benefits of the seeds planted by his father. During 

the empowerment phase under his reign, Sheikh Khalifa led the 

nation with all his might, achieving unprecedented progress in 

all fields of development.

Amidst our grief, we’re confident that the nation is in safe 

hands with the stewardship of His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin 

Sheikh Khalifa 
passed away 
after inspiring the 
empowerment 
phase with a high 
level of competence 
and fulfilling the 
nation’s trust

Zayed Al Nahyan, who succeeded his brother Sheikh Khalifa as 

President.  

President HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed also began his 

leadership journey during the era of Sheikh Zayed, taking on 

responsibilities during the founding phase. HH Sheikh Mohamed 

bin Zayed has worked to build up the armed forces, making it 

one of the strongest and best-trained in the world. He is 

knowledgeable about all aspects of UAE life as well as what 

puts the state at the forefront of space 

science and alternative energy, amongst 

others.

During the announcement of his 

election, the words exchanged between 

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 

and his brothers, Their Highnesses Federal 

Supreme Council Members and Rulers of 

the Emirates, reflected their unity and deep 

confidence they placed in him to lead the 

country towards greater heights.

This is a historic milestone that coincided 

with the 50th Anniversary of the Union, 

which was celebrated a few months ago 

with great pride in the accomplishments made so far and an air of 

optimism about the future, guided by UAE Centennial 2071.

Sheikh Khalifa passed away after inspiring the empowerment 

phase with a high level of competence and fulfilling the nation’s trust. 

Today, HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed has reached the stage of 

stepping into the future with a determined and confident leadership.

May God have mercy on the late UAE leaders and bless those 

who succeed them. 

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior
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A
s part of the UAE’s push for a more 

diversified knowledge economy, 

fresh graduates from the top 100 

universities worldwide will soon be eligible to 

apply for the Golden Visa scheme, under the 

country’s sweeping visa reforms coming into 

effect in September 2022. 

In this new residency measure, the 

criteria for application will include academic 

performance, graduation year, as well as 

university classification — this is a shift from 

immigration based on a sponsorship model 

to a self-sponsored model.

The Golden Visa gives students who are 

committed to excellence a chance to stay 

in the UAE for up to 10 years. This allows 

the new graduates to kickstart their careers 

in the UAE, and this gives the UAE the 

advantage of attracting and retaining top 

talent.

The aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic 

has witnessed the emergence of a stronger 

nation; it now paves the way for the youth to 

take part in fulfilling its aspirations.  

long-tErM vISIon

His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin 

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown 

Prince of Dubai and Chairman of the 

Dubai Executive Council, highlighted that 

Dubai’s long-term vision was to become an 

educational hub that would hone the talents 

of the next generation and help the country 

prosper.

The UAE has more than 60 international 

university campuses. Of this number, 34 

are in Dubai where 1 out of 4 students is an 

expat. In March 2022, Dubai’s Knowledge 

and Human Development Authority (KHDA) 

reported an annual enrolment growth of 

3.6 per cent at the emirate’s international 

higher education institutions. At present, 

29,000 students are enroled in more than 

609 programmes, with one in four students 

Security And Safety For All

coming from outside the UAE (28%).

Higher Education UAE co-founder and 

Chief Strategy Officer Dr Ajay Shukla 

underscored that Indians formed the 

biggest number of expat students in higher 

education at 17 per cent, followed by 

students from neighbouring Arab nations 

such as Syria, Jordan, Egypt, and Oman, with 

over 5,000 students.

“In this context, the UAE is positioned 

well to boost higher education enrolments 

from these markets due to more affordable 

study options, liberal student visa regime, 

and a relatively thriving employability market, 

coupled with liberal work visas,” said Shukla 

in an interview with Study International.

UnIvErSIty rAnKIngS

Selection of the world’s top 

100 universities relies on the 

Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) world University 

rankings portfolio, which started in 2004. 

The UAE is positioned well to boost higher education 
enrolments due to more affordable study options,  
coupled with liberal work visas

the nUMBers
60 
the number of international university 
campuses in the UAE

34 
the number of universities and higher 
education institutions in Dubai

609
the number of university and higher 
education programmes for Dubai  
students 

1 out of 4
the number international students coming 
to Dubai for the purpose of study

Source: KHDA Dubai

EduCATION
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This entity analyses and vets over 1,000 of 

the world’s educational institutions, looking 

at factors such as professional teaching 

prowess, valuable research contributions, 

and students’ employability.

leigh Kamolins, Director of Analytics and 

Evaluation at QS, underscored that this 

Golden Visa offer showed how the UAE 

aimed to get the cream of the crop amongst 

the next generation of students, who have 

the right tools and skills to help the country 

future-proof itself for years to come.

“The UAE’s visa programme highlights 

that university rankings are an important part 

of the toolkit in understanding comparative 

university performance in a global context. 

In addition, it highlights the importance that 

governments and employers are placing on 

reputable, quality education for enabling 

career mobility and driving knowledge 

economies,” Kamolins told the media.

“In addition, it highlights the importance 

that governments and employers are placing 

on reputable, quality education for enabling 

career mobility and driving knowledge 

economies,” he added.

This crucial step is aligned with the UAE’s 

Centennial 2071 vision to create a diversified 

knowledge economy. In the long run, the 

UAE aspires its economy to be highly 

competitive and be amongst the strongest 

in the world. Putting a premium on quality 

education and career opportunities is the 

best way to make that a reality.

grEAtEr AUtonoMy

Many of the recent changes in the 

UAE visa regime are designed to give an 

individual more control over their future 

in the country, rather than be completely 

dependent on a sponsor. This is certainly 

welcome, and is likely to give expats of all 

ages and in various fields the confidence to 

explore a career in the UAE.

For top students, the 10-year visa is a 

golden ticket to making a career in one of 

the most dynamic countries in the world. The 

duration of the visa gives them enough time 

and flexibility to find the best options for their 

skill sets and grow in their chosen roles.

Similar flexibility has been ensured by 

the new Green Visa, which allows several 

categories of people to sponsor themselves, 

provided they can show a valid work contract 

or another source of adequate income to 

stay in the UAE. There’s even a Remote 

work Visa now that allows an individual to 

live in the UAE and work remotely for an 

organisation in any part of the world.

Abeer Husseini, a partner at immigration 

law firm Fragomen, is optimistic about the 

UAE’s shift from a traditional sponsorship 

model to one that’s based on an individual’s 

credentials, allowing them to sponsor 

themselves. “The recent changes that the UAE 

government has introduced have definitely 

been welcomed with quite a lot of open arms. 

[This new visa system provides] flexibility for 

that pool of talent to be more accessible in the 

UAE and the region,” said Husseini.

“There are a lot of other factors that 

make the UAE attractive,” she added, 

“whether it’s the high-quality standard of 

living, the security it provides, or the modern 

infrastructure. But having a long-term 

residency is definitely the cherry on top.”

fAMIlIES CoME togEthEr

Eligible students with the requisite 

academic results and verified credentials 

In October 2021, HSBC ranked the UAE amongst 
the ‘Top 5 best places to live and work’, moving 
it up 10 ranks in the annual Expat Explorer study 

the nUMBers
60 
the number of international university 
campuses in the UAE

34 
the number of universities and higher 
education institutions in Dubai

609
the number of university and higher 
education programmes for Dubai  
students 

1 out of 4
the number international students coming 
to Dubai for the purpose of study

Source: KHDA Dubai

There are a lot of other 
factors that make the 

UAE attractive, whether it’s 
the high-quality standard of 
living, security, or the modern 
infrastructure. But 
having a long-
term residency is 
the cherry 
on top

ABEEr hUSSEInI
Partner at immigration law firm Fragomen

The UAE’s visa 
programme 

highlights that university 
rankings are an important 
part of the toolkit in 

understanding 
comparative 
university 
performance in a 

global context

lEIgh KAMolInS
Director of Analytics and Evaluation at QS

Security And Safety For All



jUnE 2022999 Security And SAfety for All58

Security And Safety For All

from their universities can also sponsor 

their family members, so that they can stay 

together in the UAE.

Once the graduate is granted a Golden 

Visa, s/he can only sponsor family members 

to come to the UAE if they have affordable 

housing and have sufficient financial means.  

The UAE Cabinet, led by His Highness 

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 

Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE 

and Ruler of Dubai, approved a resolution 

that would soon allow international university 

students to invite family members to visit the 

UAE if they can afford acceptable housing.

The family sponsorship feature means 

that students applying for the 10-year visa 

in the UAE don’t have to choose between 

their study/career and their families; they can 

enjoy their time together in one of the safest 

countries in the world.

In October 2021, HSBC ranked the UAE 

amongst the ‘Top 5 best places to live and 

work’, moving it up 10 ranks in the annual 

Expat Explorer study that conducted a global 

survey of 22,000 individuals who work 

overseas.

The vast majority of UAE expatriate 

respondents, 4 out of 5 (or 82 per cent), felt 

optimistic that life would be more stable and 

normal again in the next 12 months despite 

the pandemic. This outlook was far above 

the 75 per cent global average. Also, 53 per 

cent of the UAE respondents were expecting 

an increase in their income, and 57 per cent 

expected a better work-life balance.

SoUght-AftEr CAnDIDAtES

The top graduates from the UAE’s 

universities also figure somewhere near 

the top of any employer’s list of desirable 

candidates. For instance, QS world 

University Subject Rankings 2022 ranks the 

American University of Sharjah (AUS) at the 

top in areas such as business, engineering, 

architecture and design.

Dr Juan Sanchez, Provost and Chief 

Academic Achievement Officer at AUS said 

that the new QS survey reaffirmed AUS 

graduates’ and current students’ strong 

levels of trust in the usefulness of their 

degree in the workplace. “AUS has created 

rich educational opportunities for its students 

to gain strong global experience as they use 

the skills they have gained to realise their full 

potential,” said Sanchez.

“The findings of the QS world Subject 

Rankings 2022 are a testament to the 

trust employers have in our institution and 

our alumni. we continue to engage with 

the community and industries to further 

understand their needs in this ever-evolving 

and changing world, as we also work 

towards the advancement of the UAE and 

its development and innovation agenda,” he 

added.

Abu Dhabi’s Khalifa University also leads 

in the UAE the ‘engineering and technology’ 

category and is ranked 21st worldwide for 

‘petroleum engineering’ on the same index. 

It has also penetrated the top 200 schools 

of the QS world University Rankings at 183, 

becoming the sole university in the entire 

UAE to be on the list.

EduCATION

QS World University Subject Rankings 2022 ranks the American University of Sharjah 
at the top in areas such as business, engineering, architecture and design

Abu Dhabi’s Khalifa University leads the UAE in the ‘engineering and technology’ category and is 
ranked 21st worldwide for ‘petroleum engineering’ on the QS World University Rankings 2022
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HOw cAn A STUdEnT APPLy FOR THE 10-yEAR gOLdEn vISA? 

 

 

 

 

cRITERIA

AFTER THE SUbmISSIOn

REQUIREmEnTS

1.  A letter of recommendation from the 
Ministry of Education

2.  Copy of the sponsored residency 
(Dubai residents only) 

3.   Copy of the sponsored passport

1.  Attested degree (Bachelor’s degree 
or higher) along with the academic 
transcript

2.  Copy of the sponsored residency 
(Dubai residents only) 

3. Copy of the sponsored passport

1.  A letter of recommendation from the 
university or an accredited graduation 
certificate or an accredited academic 
record stating that the student’s 
cumulative GPA is not less than 3.8

2.  The parents of the university student 
and his siblings/dependants of his 
father are granted a Golden Visa for 
the same period as the student, in the 
event of their stay in the UAE

1.  A letter of recommendation from 
the Ministry of Education (Emirates 
Schools Establishment)

2.  The 5-year Golden Visa may be 
extended if the student is enrolled 
in one of the courses/colleges in 
the UAE that requires a study period 
of more than 5 years, such as the 
College of Human Medicine

3.  The parents of the outstanding student 
and his siblings/dependants of his 
father are granted a Golden Visa for 
the same period as the student, in the 
event of their stay in the UAE

  Graduate with a grade of at least 95 
per cent from secondary schools, 
whether public or private

  University students must graduate 
with a distinctive GPA of at least 3.75 
from universities within and outside 
the country

  Must be a graduate of a local university 
in the UAE, or a graduate of one of 
the top 100 universities in the world, 
as rated by the Quacquarelli Symonds 
world University rankings portfolio

For its part, the General Directorate 
for Residency and Foreigners Affairs 
in Dubai (GDRFAD) lists the following 
requirements: 

 

ExPEcTEd FEES

10-yEar GOLdEN VIsa

5-yEar GOLdEN VIsa

Dhs2,790
Residency

fees

Dhs2,280
Residency

fees

Dhs1,070
ID fees 

Dhs575
ID fees

  A text message and an e-mail are 
sent to the customer with the status 
of the application.

  If there are documents missing 
from the application, the customer 
is notified of the need to attach the 
missing documents within 30 days, 
and if the missing documents are 
not attached, the application will be 
cancelled.

  In case no documents are missing 
in the application, the customer will 
be notified of the approval and the 
approved application will be sent 
by e-mail. 

 

TwO wAyS TO SUbmIT 
THE APPLIcATIOn

GdrFa-duBaI smarT aPPLIcaTION

amEr cENTrE

1.  Download the GDRFA-Dubai app 
through the Apple store/Google Play 
store

2.  Register a new user account (in case 
there is no account registered)

3.  Select the required service
4.  Attach the required documents
5. Pay the fees due for the service
6. Submit the request

1.  Head to one of the service branches 
of the Amer Centres

2.  Select the required service at the 
reception

3.  Submit the required documents to 
the service employee

4. Get the documents checked
5. Pay the fees due for the service
6. Submit the application

 

 HIGH scHOOL GraduaTE

uNIVErsITy GraduaTE

uNIVErsITy sTudENT

HIGH scHOOL sTudENT

Source: GDRFAD
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ARTIFICIAl INTEllIGENCE HAS COME OUT OF MOVIE 

SCREENS AND BEGUN ENHANCING All ASPECTS 

OF lAw ENFORCEMENT. 999 lOOKS AT wHAT THIS 

AMAZING TECHNOlOGy CAN DO

BY ORLANDO WILSON
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S
ecurity has long been the central 

pillar of the UAE’s progress, 

helping it repeatedly rank high on 

development indices. And in this decade, 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is revolutionising 

security in this country. In a reiteration of 

the role of AI in security management, it 

was revealed during the recent Arab Traffic 

week (May 4-10, 2022) that AI-based 

systems were being used by Abu Dhabi 

Police to assess vehicle crash data and use 

the results to fortify road infrastructure, cut 

accident response time, and detect traffic 

violations better. This had improved road 

safety in the emirate, said a statement from 

the police force.

About a year ago, during the launch 

of Drone Box in July 2021, His Highness 

hh ShEIKh MohAMMED BIn rAShID Al MAKtoUM
Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

Security is an essential pillar for 
the progress of society, a main 

requirement for development, and an 
important guarantee for the success of 
its goals

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 

Maktoum, Vice President and Prime 

Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, 

said, “Security is an essential pillar for the 

progress of society, a main requirement for 

development, and an important guarantee 

for the success of its goals.”

The Drone Box, as the name suggests, 

makes use of drones, and these 

unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) are 

utilised by Dubai Police to cut emergency 

response time from 4 minutes and 40 

seconds to just 1 minute following any 

report of crime or accident.

Aerial surveillance is a part of the 

‘Oyoon Project’ launched by Dubai Police 

a few years ago. The word ‘oyoon’ means 

‘eyes’, and this AI-powered project is 

designed to 

literally put 

eyes in the 

sky for 

law enforcement.

Drones are being 

used by Sharjah Police, 

too. In this densely 

populated emirate, 

AI-powered police 

drones are using facial 

recognition technology 

to track down wanted 

criminals.

These UAVs are just one way to 

use Artificial Intelligence and its close 

cousin Machine learning (Ml) to 

heighten security in a country. AI and 

Ml have a hundred other applications 

in law enforcement alone, and most 

certainly in other fields.

The UAE police have consistently 

adopted the most cutting-edge 

technologies to complement 

traditional community policing and 

detective skills, thus ensuring the 

safety of nationals, residents, and 

visitors alike, and to identify, arrest, 

jail, and deport undesirables from 

this peaceful and orderly nation.

Constant technology updates in 

security work are crucial because 

criminals make use of all kinds 

of modern technology to target 

victims. Technology is used in 

everything from online financial 

fraud to extremist attacks. That 

means law enforcement must 

always remain one step ahead 

of law violators. For instance, 

AI is used by people to create 

deepfakes (synthetic content that’s 

as close to the real thing as to fool 

most people), which can be used 

for criminal activities.

SECurITy

Dubai Police Command and Control Centre
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whAt IS ArtIfICIAl IntEllIgEnCE?

Artificial Intelligence is something that 

you may have read about or seen examples 

of in the movies, but it’s very real and, in the 

future, will become an everyday part of our 

lives. As we’ve seen, it’s already being used 

in the UAE.

Artificial Intelligence is the intelligent 

behaviour and thoughts demonstrated 

by computers and robots that replicate 

the natural intelligence displayed and 

used by animals, including humans. 

Current and everyday applications that 

use AI include advanced web search 

engines; recommendation systems 

used by youTube, Amazon, and Netflix; 

understanding human speech, such as Siri 

and Alexa; and self-driving cars.

within the world of law enforcement and 

public security, AI has been in use for many 

years now. The most common example of 

this would be the use of facial recognition 

cameras that are deployed to identify 

and track known criminals, suspects, and 

vulnerable people. In major cities such 

as london, in the United Kingdom, when 

someone is identified on their system, 

that person can be remotely followed 

throughout the city.

This facial recognition technology is 

used even by Interpol, the international 

policing organisation that works with 

countries around the world. According to 

the organisation’s website: “The INTERPOl 

Face Recognition System (IFRS) contains 

facial images received from more than 

179 countries, which makes it a unique 

global criminal database. Coupled with an 

automated biometric software application, 

this system is capable of identifying or 

verifying a person by comparing and 

analysing patterns, shapes and proportions 

of their facial features and contours.

“Almost 1,500 terrorists, criminals, 

fugitives, persons of interest or missing 

persons have been identified since the 

launch of INTERPOl’s facial recognition 

system at the end of 2016.”

Effectively, that means major wanted 

criminals now have few places to hide 

around the world, because once their 

photo is in the Interpol database, they 

can be tracked down anywhere. As more 

countries adopt AI in law enforcement, the 

wider and stronger the net will become.

USES wIthIn thE UAE

In April 2022, Abu Dhabi Police said 

that they had started using AI-based 

radars to monitor pedestrian crossings, 

and if a driver failed to stop, they’d be 

fined Dhs500 for failing to wait. Drivers 

have been warned that they must wait 

for pedestrians to cross the road entirely; 

if the vehicles move onto the pedestrian 

crossing while people are still walking, 

then, too, the motorists would be fined.

To combat money laundering and financial 

fraud, banks have for years used a transaction 

monitoring system that requires the output 

to be manually checked by humans. The 

success rate of this system is low and on an 

average, only 2 per cent of the transactions 

red-flagged by the human-checked system 

ultimately reflect a crime or illegal activity. 

In contrast, with AI-based solutions, the 

advanced algorithms can significantly reduce 

the number of false alerts by filtering out 

cases that were red-flagged incorrectly, while 

uncovering the actual fraudulent and illegal 

activities that would’ve been missed by the 

manually checked systems.

In April 2022, Abu 
Dhabi Police said 
that they had 
started using  
AI-based radars to 
monitor pedestrian 
crossings, and if 
a driver failed to 
stop, they’d be 
fined Dhs500 for 
failing to wait
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fACIAl rECognItIon

Facial recognition technology is the 

software that maps, analyses, and then 

confirms the identity of a person whose 

face matches the image in a photograph 

or video. This is one of the most powerful 

surveillance tools ever made.

These days, many people use facial 

recognition as a way to unlock their 

phones or sort their photos on a basic 

level. Facial recognition is used at high-

security locations and, in some countries, 

for community-level security and traffic 

cameras.

In the UAE, facial recognition is 

especially used by immigration authorities 

and airlines at Dubai International Airport. 

A mix of facial and iris recognition is used 

to allow passengers for flight check-in, 

immigration completion, as well as flight 

boarding, without the intervention of 

airport staff.

In February 2021, the utilisation of 

facial technology was formalised by the 

UAE Cabinet. It approved a proposal 

that this innovation be used to further 

develop services provided by private and 

government sectors, in a bid to lessen 

the need for traditional identification 

documents, make various services 

seamless, and also secure processes.

There’s no doubt that the ethical 

deployment of facial recognition can prevent 

major crimes by identifying criminals entering 

the UAE, while the same technology can 

speed things up and enhance convenience 

for law-abiding people.

Across the UAE, in almost all streets, 

modes of public transport, traffic 

intersections, and tourist hotspots, 

there are thousands of hawk-eyed 

Across the UAE, 
there are thousands 
of hawk-eyed CCTV 
cameras. In Dubai 
alone, there are 
300,000 smart and 
round-the-clock 
surveillance 
cameras

CCTV cameras. In Dubai alone, there 

are 300,000 smart and round-the-clock 

surveillance cameras, which are part of the 

police force’s AI surveillance programme, 

‘Oyoon Project’. Rolled out in 2018, the 

project was designed to prevent crime 

and reduce traffic accidents. Under this 

project, the emirate saw the fitting of 

tens of thousands of cameras with facial 

recognition software and microphones, 

to track and analyse movements in key 

areas and issue verbal warnings to those 

suspected of wrongdoing.

Brigadier Jamal Al Muhairi, Deputy 

Director of Administrative Affairs at Dubai 

Police, said in a media interview, “Criminal 

activity-related cameras will capture 

footage of people involved in 

crimes, recognise their 

faces, and analyse 

the crime… [and] 

SECurITy

microphones will be connected to 

cameras to warn criminals. If a person 

is trying to steal, for example, a voice 

message from the microphone will tell the 

person that he or she is being watched by 

policemen.”

polICE roBotS

Manually controlled robots have been 

used by the police for many years, mainly 

in the field of explosive materials disposal. 

These days, with increasing developments 

in AI, independently thinking police robots 

are a very real thing in the near future. From 

providing advice to the public to carrying out 

patrolling and engaging in tactical situations, 

the use of robots is being fully explored by 

law enforcement. 

In 2020, Abu Dhabi Police and Dubai 

Police tested a robo-cop called 

‘Promobot’, which uses a 

facial recognition 
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The robot eliminates 
all the so-called 

‘human errors’ — it does 
not get tired, always acts 
polite to visitors, 
is never late for 
work, and most 
importantly, 
it never makes 
mistakes

olEg KIvoKUrtSEv
Promobot CBDO

size of small beach buggies, and they 

use Artificial Intelligence, 360-degree 

surveillance cameras, 4D image radar, 

data analysis, and facial recognition 

software technology to identify suspected 

criminal activity or road traffic accidents.

Autonomous security robot, O-R3

M02 Autonomous patrol car

M01 Autonomous patrol car

Promobot

to inaccessible locations or in the cases 

of traffic accidents where major roads are 

jammed with vehicles.

The Drone Box platform of Dubai Police, 

launched last year, sends out quadcopters 

from base stations across Dubai to reduce 

police response time to criminal and traffic 

reports. The technology has been used in 

several countries already, but this is the first 

time it’s in use for citywide policing.

The pre-programmed drone patrols, 

supplied by Israeli company Airobotics, 

allow an operator at the police headquarters 

to inspect the scene or follow a suspicious 

individual or vehicle and pass data to other 

police units to take action.

During the launch, an Airobotics 

spokesperson said, “The goal is definitely 

to model [the drone] for other police 

forces globally, so they can see how this is 

the shortest and most efficient way to deal 

with emergencies.”

SElf-DrIvIng pAtrol CArS

Self-driving cars are already being 

legally used in many countries. Self-

driving police patrol cars fitted with facial 

recognition and thermal surveillance 

cameras will increase law enforcement 

agencies’ ability to effectively deploy 

their assets where they’re needed 

the most.

The technology of AI-powered 

unmanned patrol vehicles was 

first adopted by police in the UAE 

in 2017, when they deployed the 

O-R3 vehicle, which looks 

a lot like most other 

automobiles, but 

is much smaller. 

The little O-R3 

is equipped with 

cameras, Machine 

learning tools and 

3D technology. 

The cameras have 

the capability of 

scanning faces and 

recording registration 

information to 

“identify suspicious 

objects” and follow 

suspects.

Recently, at Expo 

2020, Dubai Police 

showed off two self-driving 

patrol vehicles that 

attracted huge interest. 

The vehicles, called 

M01 and M02, are the 

system to identify police colleagues and 

wanted criminals. The robot is fluent in both 

Arabic and English, and it has a database 

with several thousand questions and 

answers.

The deployment of this robot at the 

height of the COVID-19 pandemic meant 

safety for police officers. “with the help of 

a robot, we will relieve police officers from 

routine work and limit contact between 

people during the pandemic. Police officers 

are always under the conditions of making 

the most important decisions, and we 

cannot allow their work to be influenced 

by external factors. The safety, health, and 

even the lives of citizens depend on this,” 

said Ahmad Al Bayari, Deputy Security 

Chief of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of 

Dubai. 

Oleg Kivokurtsev, Promobot CBDO, 

stated, “The robot eliminates all the so-

called ‘human errors’ — it does not get 

tired, always acts polite to visitors, is never 

late for work, and most importantly, it never 

makes mistakes. A person may forget the 

answer to a certain question or inadvertently 

measure the [body] temperature incorrectly; 

that doesn’t happen to a robot. This is 

impossible.”

DronES AKA UAvS

The use of drones for law 

enforcement applications is 

becoming very common. The 

UAVs are primarily used for 

surveillance and can be deployed 

to monitor large gatherings of 

people, e.g. sporting 

events, to provide 

early warning of 

any emergencies.

when fitted 

with facial 

recognition 

cameras, they 

can be used to 

identify criminals 

or to find a 

missing child or 

vulnerable person. 

For investigations, 

drones enable 

detectives to 

monitor and record 

criminals’ activities 

without alerting the 

suspects. Drones are 

also used to deliver 

emergency equipment 



66 999 Security And SAfety for All jUnE 2022

Security And Safety For All

when a crime or potential crime 

is detected, the patrol vehicles can 

communicate directly with police 

command centres to request back-

up. They are also equipped with a 

drone that can be dispatched to chase 

suspected criminals, if necessary. “They 

can recognise faces and patrol in the 

city without human intervention,” said 

Colonel Mansoor Al Gargawi, Director 

of the Administration Affairs Department 

at Dubai Police. “It is the most advanced 

police vehicle in the world to date,” he 

added.

trAffIC MonItorIng 

The use of AI has already begun to 

revamp traffic management and urban 

transportation, by sorting out bottlenecks 

and chokepoints that routinely cause 

traffic problems and accidents. Efficient 

traffic management not only reduces 

congestion and travel time but also cuts 

harmful emissions and air pollution.

AI-based traffic management systems 

make the roads safer by monitoring traffic 

flow at high-risk junctions and merging 

points, thus improving drivers’ discipline. 

Moreover, AI-based systems can help 

the police identify and penalise traffic 

offenders.

Intelligent traffic management systems, 

including cameras installed at traffic 

junctions, detect vehicles disobeying 

traffic rules and generate real-time alerts 

that can be sent to the police command 

centre. Electronically generated fines can 

be sent to the violators, who are remotely 

identified by the registration plates on 

their vehicles.

AI-powered radars to monitor 

pedestrian crossings are likely to be 

installed near schools and pedestrian-

heavy commercial centres in Abu Dhabi. 

Named ‘Hather (Be Careful)’, the system 

was activated in April 2022. It aims to 

curb the violation of pedestrian rights 

by motorists, and it alerts motorists to 

adhere to traffic rules and prioritise 

pedestrians who are crossing from 

designated areas. The system has proved 

to be a great success during its pilot 

phase.

CrIME prEDICtIon

AI can predict and prevent not only 

crimes but also accidents. The system 

outlined by Abu Dhabi Police at the 

Arab Traffic week gathers vehicle crash 

data in order to analyse and find 

patterns. That, in turn, leads to 

better management of the traffic 

flow and road infrastructure at the 

most accident-prone spots, thereby 

preventing most of those accidents 

from happening at all.

This AI-driven system comes 

under the ‘Safe City Section’ of 

Abu Dhabi Police. The Section is 

an information and communication 

technology (ICT) centre that processes 

massive amount of data, in order to 

help the authorities identify and 

control traffic-related concerns. 

Connected to the National 

Early warning System, it 

analyses existing and real-time 

data that might help prevent 

accidents, and it also sends 

out messages to drivers about traffic risks 

such as bad weather conditions ahead. 

In this manner, the AI-powered system 

eliminates the factors that normally cause 

accidents.

As the technology develops, so will 

its ability to better predict and identify 

potential indicators of criminal activity 

and potential suspects. 

SECurITy

An AI-driven system comes under the ‘Safe City Section’ of Abu Dhabi 
Police, which is an information and communication technology centre 
that processes massive amount of data, in order to help the authorities 
identify and control traffic-related concerns
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n
o matter how bitter separation or loss seems, we will not 

oppose God’s decree and destiny. we told ourselves 

these words the moment we learned about the death of 

Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, who spent 18 years amongst 

us during which we had the best father and leader anyone could 

hope for. Although his country was young, he was an influential 

factor in his people’s well-being and advancement and the UAE’s 

rising global rankings on various indices.

His life was marked by pivotal stages in 

the history of the UAE; he was born before 

the Union and lived in the era that led to 

the Union alongside the Founding Father, 

the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 

Nahyan. He learned his first lessons in 

politics from a great leader who taught 

him how to establish and advance the 

Union, how to build states, and how to 

develop them with ambition and will.

The founding stage of any project can 

be considered the most significant and 

most difficult of all, so if the project is one 

of a state with policies, building institutions, 

and setting up plans and goals, then it must 

be a deep stage in terms of its challenges 

and requirements. Sheikh Khalifa’s presence 

on every occasion endeared him to his 

citizens, making him as beloved as his country 

was. This proved over the years that a true leader is one who 

accomplishes through vision and wisdom.

The period when Sheikh Khalifa assumed the reins of 

government was exceptional, as it enabled the UAE to move from 

the foundation stage to the phase of empowerment in all its forms, 

which led to many achievements in the 50 years since the 

establishment of the UAE.

FROm ESTAbLISHmEnT TO 
EmPOwERmEnT TO THE nExT 50

Dr Maysa Rashed Ghadeer is 
a prominent UAE writer interested in 
local affairs and a former member of 

the Federal National Council (FNC)

This empowerment cannot be reduced to the political aspect 

announced by the late leader in his speech of the Union in 2005, 

nor can it be reduced to the economic empowerment that has 

been achieved, nor can it be reduced to the empowerment of 

women, youth and children, who have enjoyed a lot that no one 

else in the world has enjoyed. Fundamentally, it is a massive 

system that has expanded into all areas and advanced the UAE in 

all fields, increasing its competitiveness.

For my generation and many others, it 

is likely an advantage that we have lived 

through three presidential phases of the 

UAE. First, a stage in which an 

exceptional leader believed in women 

and provided all the support they needed 

as partners in nation-building and 

leadership. Second, the stage of the 

leader of empowerment, who got doors 

opened wide for women to have a voice 

in every sector and field, enabling them 

to achieve their full potential by 

capitalising on their expertise. And 

another leader, with whom we continue 

in a new historical era that requires us to 

do more to preserve a legacy and leave 

an impact in the future.

The foundation for this future has been 

laid, the tools have been acquired, there 

are capabilities, and the desire is present, so the new leadership 

will be able to continue the journey of progress. we will succeed 

in reaching the highest level under the direction of the elected 

President, His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

May Allah grant Sheikh Khalifa mercy and guide the steps of His 

Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed, to whom we now vow our 

allegiance.

Sheikh Khalifa took the UAE through the second phase of progress, on 
the foundation laid by the Founding Father, Sheikh Zayed. Now President 
HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed is ready to build further on the edifice

The period when 
Sheikh Khalifa 
assumed the reins 
of government was 
exceptional, as it 
enabled the UAE 
to move from the 
foundation stage 
to the phase of 
empowerment in all 
its forms

COLumN
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What makes a good

Manager?
BY JORGE PARKER

MASTER THE SKIll OF MANAGING A TEAM EFFECTIVEly 

By STRIKING A BAlANCE BETwEEN SETTING 

ACHIEVABlE GOAlS AND GETTING wORK DONE 
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S
tudies have shown that a 

huge deciding factor for 

employees to quit their 

jobs is the relationship with 

their managers. And if 

companies want to bolster 

productivity, it’s crucial to hone 

the skills of their managers to 

retain good workers.

Effective managers are said 

to be those who are 

authoritative yet approachable, 

think big yet pay thorough 

attention to detail. They 

cultivate individuality yet they 

promote teamwork as well. 

Contradictory qualities, aren’t 

they?

It all boils down to striking a 

balance between getting work 

done and making sure that your 

subordinates are not pushed 

past their limits. leadership 

mentor, management 

consultant, trainer and 

inspirational speaker Venkat 

Changavalli 

wrote in his 

book Manage, 

Live and Lead 

about how 

well-developed 

managerial 

skills mean a 

better ability to 

lead. 

This, he said, 

will result in a 

“totally different 

meaning of 

success in one’s 

life, producing a 

wholesome experience and a 

true sense of satisfaction, not 

enjoyed by many”.

Here are some insights to 

hone your managerial abilities 

based on Forbes magazine and 

the Association for Talent 

Development, a professional 

group supporting those who 

develop the knowledge and 

skills of employees in 

organisations around the world.

Effective managers 
are said to be 
those who are 
authoritative yet 
approachable, 
think big yet 
pay thorough 
attention to detail



Security And Safety For All

71999 Security And SAfety for AlljUnE 2022

DElEgAtE tASKS wISEly

The key to effective 
management is to multiply 

the quantity of work that can be 
accomplished by delegating tasks 
wisely. This means, as a manager, 
you should assign responsibilities 
and workloads to your employees 
fairly and equitably. It’s easy to give 
high-performers more tasks to ease 
up on someone who is struggling. 
However, not only is it unfair 
but it also hinders the growth of 
underperformers in terms of capacity 
and skills. In the long run, this 
practice can also drain the motivation 
of high-performers to accomplish 
projects in an outstanding and 
optimal manner.

thInK oUtSIDE thE Box

As a leader, you have 
the responsibility to push your 
team members to do better. Being 
stagnant and settling for mediocrity 
won’t help your own reputation and 
the team’s image in the company. 
Innovative thinking also creates an 
opportunity for everyone in the group 
to be noticed.

lEAD By ExAMplE

It’s difficult for anyone to 
follow someone who doesn’t serve 
as a good example. If you always tell 
your workers to collaborate, but don’t 
ever add any inputs yourself, you’re 
planting seeds of defiance. If they 
see you practise good work ethics, 
they’d gravitate towards doing the 
same thing.

1

2

3
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prAISE AChIEvEMEnt

People respond to positive 
reinforcement. So it’s best to approach 
your team members in a way that makes 
them feel like you trust them. Aside 
from wanting to improve your team 
as a whole, also pay attention to your 
workers individually. They, too, have 
personal goals. If they do well, it’ll speak 
volumes about what kind of a team 
manager you are.  

ACt AS A BrIDgE

Keep your mind open from 
the two sides of the spectrum that 
you’re working with — your top boss 
and the people under your supervision. 
you need to find a way to develop 
different approaches in handling 
these people in order to be the bridge 
between them. There should be 
no room for misunderstanding and 
everybody should feel that they’re 
treated fairly.

rEInforCE thE vAlUE of lEArnIng

when talking to your team 
about the company’s vision, go 
beyond the baseline conversation 
about goals. Talk about their 
accomplishments and what you 
can do, as a manager, to help them 
achieve further growth in their 
areas of expertise. Ask how you 
can help to fill in the gaps to master 
a particular area. when someone 
completes an assignment, commend 
both the outcome and the learning, 
even if the assignment wasn’t 
completed as smoothly as everyone 
would’ve liked.

5

4

7

6

InCEntIvISE KnowlEDgE ShArIng

your team’s knowledge and 
experience is the company’s most 
valuable asset. That’s why it’s crucial 
to incentivise knowledge sharing in 
order to bolster this culture amongst 
the team. The incentives you offer 

don’t necessarily have to be monetary. 
you can post a shoutout in the form 
of an e-mail, group chat message, or 
announcement when you notice a 
team member contributing something 
valuable. Indicate exactly how everyone 
will benefit from similar contribution.

In a 2021 global study by Oracle and workplace Intelligence titled ‘Help 
employees regain control of their futures’, it was found that a whopping 87 
per cent of respondents believed their company should be doing more to 
listen to the needs, while 85 per cent of employees weren’t satisfied with their 
employer’s support of their careers. In addition, 43 per cent wanted to gain new 
skills and advance their education. These eye-opening insights from the impact 
of the pandemic were deduced from the result of the survey on nearly 15,000 
workers across 13 countries.

Did you know?

Source: Oracle and Workplace Intelligence

TIPS & TrIVIA
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mOURnIng THE RULER
Dr Samar Al-Shamsi is an internationally respected artist who is 

renowned for her commissioned portraits of high-profile individuals, including 
the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, UAE President His Highness 

Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, US President Barack Obama, and others.

The late Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan turned 
his country into a refuge for the needy. Indeed, his 
generosity is beyond measure

n
o matter how loud they are in my head, words fail 

me. My tears fail me. They have become 

meaningless. No word, nor poetry or prose can give 

the credit he deserves. No human being can give him his due. 

He was like rain quenching the thirst of a desert and bringing 

life to barren ground. He gave food to the hungry and water 

to the thirsty. He welcomed people and gave shelter to the 

wanderer. His giving and generosity 

were so immeasurable that no one 

could equal to them. He was everyone’s 

father. He fed and sheltered all. He 

helped the poor. He stood by the weak. 

He extended his hand to the needy. 

He was a haven to whoever came 

to the UAE. He was a great father to 

the nation. He was merciful towards 

any visitor or resident. He welcomed 

everybody with open arms. He turned 

his country into a refuge for the 

needy. Countless are the homes that 

thrived due to his offering and 

overflowed with his good deeds. His 

righteous nature mirrored that of the 

Prophet’s (PBUH) companions and righteous men. He was one 

of God’s soldiers on Earth. He embodied the Caliphate’s House 

of wealth. He was like those brave knights who conquered 

Mesopotamia and Persia. He was a warrior who wanted to be 

remembered in the heavens. He was an obedient worshiper, a 

generous giver, and a friendly, tender person. 

He was a Doctor 
of Philosophy in 
the science of 
unconditional 
giving. His social 
and humanitarian 
degrees cannot be 
confined to books

His giving and generosity abounded beyond Arab 

borders. He supported everyone who was in distress. He 

was an honour to any school or college he attended. He 

supported education and advancement. He took on 

developing schools and universities, sent missionary 

learners to all other countries and backed up any scholar. 

He was a Doctor of Philosophy in the science of 

unconditional giving. His social and 

humanitarian degrees cannot be 

confined to books. He was one of the 

modern thought pioneers. His 

extraordinary insight made him realise 

that a nation is elevated only through 

education, and thus he brought 

international universities home. 

God taught him lessons that no other 

school can teach. His loyalty to the 

ideals of the founding leaders set an 

example for us all. He was like a tree, 

putting down roots and branching out 

to embrace all Arab countries. The 

ground chose to embrace him right 

after the blessed Fitr, so that he could 

meet God with a smile. No human being was ever able to 

reward this man, yet God rewarded him for his good deeds 

and legacy by opening His arms to him, to receive his pure 

spirit after the Eid. 

Our father, tutor and ruler, Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al 

Nahyan, may God have mercy upon your soul.
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teenage thieves
Two young adulTs go around sTealing gadgeTs, Two-wheelers, 

and donaTion boxes, refusing To believe ThaT The paTh They  
had Taken would lead Them To prison

BY WAGIH HASSAN

CrImE & PuNISHmENT 
Security And Safety For All
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f
ailure to pay heed to the 

repercussions of engaging in 

despicable act of theft, two 

teenagers are now yearning for the 

comforts of their home after being 

meted out punishments for stealing.

Mazen, 16, and Masoud, 17, were 

behind a slew of theft incidents in 

several electronic shops in one of 

the emirates. Their main targets 

were expensive gadgets of the latest 

model, and they would carry out their 

delinquent acts either separately or 

jointly. But with each time, they grew 

bolder as stealing became a central 

part of their developing criminal 

lifestyle. Soon, they targeted people in 

public places, such as malls, mosques 

and buildings, to steal gadgets, two-

wheelers, and even donation boxes.

The duo would 

fence their loots, 

and then use the 

cash to purchase 

other fancy goods, 

such as luxury 

watches, clothes, 

shoes, expensive 

perfumes, etc. 

They refused 

to believe that 

the path they 

had taken to get 

the things they 

wanted but they 

hadn’t earned was 

leading them to 

prison. 

Their day of 

reckoning came when the police 

finally caught up with them. Following 

a complaint about the theft of a new 

motorcycle, the Criminal Investigation 

Department of that emirate launched 

an investigation to track down the 

suspects. Soon, the trail of clues led 

them to Masoud. Then it took just 

under 24 hours of interrogation for 

the police to learn about the other 

suspect Mazen. 

The two teenage thieves confessed 

to their acts, mainly stealing from 

electronic goods stores. They told 

the police, “we were doing it to 

keep up with our friends, relatives, 

and acquaintances who had mobile 

phones of the latest model and own 

luxury items. we thought the shortest 

way to reach our desired goals was to 

steal.” 

They confessed that on one 

occasion, they had hatched a very 

cunning plan and hit their target: a 

premium mobile phone shop in a busy 

market. On that day, they were able to 

steal three mobile phones; the shop 

owner was unaware of it, being busy 

explaining the features of a product to 

a female customer.

Masoud and Mazen admitted to their 

offences at the police station, then 

before the Juvenile Court, without any 

pressure. They 

were eventually 

sent to a 

juvenile care 

home. 

Under the 

criminal justice 

system of most 

countries, 

including the 

UAE, a juvenile 

found guilty of 

violating a city 

ordinance, or a 

state or federal 

criminal law 

is considered 

a delinquent, 

not a criminal. 

It reflects the law’s assumption that 

juveniles, those under the age of 18, 

are not legal adults and they are not 

entirely capable of making their own 

decisions.

However, educators and 

psychologists remind parents/

guardians that such form of juvenile 

delinquency may start with stealing 

from their school classmates, family 

members, and neighbours. If this 

behaviour goes unabated, it soon 

becomes a habit.

Juvenile delinquency 
may start with 

stealing from their 
school classmates, 
family members, 

and neighbours. If 
this behaviour goes 
unabated, it soon 
becomes a habit
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CrImE mySTErIES

have yoU 
seen Me?

BY STAFF REPORT

FoUR MySTERIoUS CASES oF CHIlDREn gonE 
MISSIng CAUSED DECADES oF UnCERTAInTy 

FoR AngUISHED FAMIlIES
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On February 22, 

1985, Cherrie Ann 

Mahan disappeared 

after getting off a 

school bus along a 

road in rural winfield 

Township, 

Pennsylvania. At the 

time, she was eight 

years old. She was the 

first child listed on the 

mass-mailed “Have 

you Seen Me?” search 

cards of the National 

Centre for Missing and 

Exploited Children.

All witnesses, 

including Debbie Burk, who was waiting for her two children to 

get off the bus as well, saw Cherrie Ann exit the bus and begin 

walking toward her home. However, nobody saw what transpired 

as she took the road, which was approximately 50 yards away 

from the bus stop. The only physical evidence were tyre tracks 

in the snow, where Burk said she saw an old blue van, which 

was parked while she was waiting for the school bus. 

According to the children who took the school bus, the 

van was a 1970s Dodge that reportedly followed the bus for 

several miles, and it matched the van Burk saw.

The authorities immediately launched a search for Cherrie 

Ann. Up to 250 people and several helicopters scanned the 

region to find the missing girl or the van, but to no avail. 

A Massachusetts man was briefly suspected of Cherrie Ann’s 

abduction in 1994. However, he was eventually ruled out due to 

a lack of evidence. By the mid-1990s, all leads had been 

exhausted and the case went cold. In 1998, the missing child 

was officially declared dead. 

Since that ill-fated day, Janice McKinney has been searching 

for her daughter Cherrie Ann and waiting for her return at their 

home at the top of a hill. During her disappearance, Cherrie Ann 

was wearing a grey coat, denim skirt, white leotard, blue 

leggings, and Cabbage Patch earmuffs.

Six-year-old Etan Patz got the approval of his parents to 

leave their SoHo apartment home by himself for the first 

time on May 25, 1979. He, like his fellow kids at school, 

intended to walk to school.

However, his parents didn’t know that this would be the 

last time they would ever see their child. when Etan didn’t 

come home that afternoon, his parents called his school. 

when school administrators stated that he had not come to 

class, his parents contacted the police. Etan was last seen 

dressed in a black “Future Flight Captain” pilot helmet, a 

blue corduroy jacket, blue pants, and fluorescent-striped 

blue sneakers. 

His father, Stanley, was a photographer who had a 

collection of photos of his son. His photographs of Etan 

appeared on several missing-child posters and milk cartons 

— this became the first-ever photo of a child to be featured 

on the latter. However, as days, months, and years passed, 

Etan’s parents gave up any hope of ever finding their child.

The case was assigned to Assistant United States 

Attorney Stuart R. GraBois in 1985, and the key suspect 

was identified as Jose Antonio Ramos, a convicted child 

sexual abuser who had been a friend of Etan’s former 

babysitter. In 1982, many boys accused Ramos of 

attempting to lure them down a drainpipe in the 

neighbourhood where Ramos lived. 

Despite the global coverage of the case, Etan’s body was 

never found, and on June 19, 2001, he was proclaimed 

legally dead. In 2004, Stan and Julie Patz filed and won a 

civil action case against Ramos. They were given a 

TyrE TrAckS IN SNow
when: februAry 22, 1985
where: PennSylvAniA, united StAteS

wAlkINg AloNE
when: MAy 1979
where: new yorK, united StAteS

symbolic $2 million 

(Dhs7.34 mn) reward, 

which they never 

received.  Ramos 

was never charged 

criminally for Etan’s 

murder. 

In 2012, the 

investigation was 

reopened and 

zeroed in on Pedro 

Hernandez, a 

stockboy at the 

bodega next to 

Etan’s bus stop at 

the time of the 

kidnapping. 

Hernandez had 

previously admitted 

to murdering a little 

child in 1982 while visiting an open confessional at his 

church.

In 2015, Hernandez was investigated and admitted to 

luring Etan inside the bodega, strangling him, and discarding 

his corpse nearby. Due to the lack of a corpse and the 

defence citing psychiatric assessments that revealed 

Hernandez may have had several mental conditions that 

would’ve contaminated his confession, the first hearing was 

ruled a mistrial after the jury got gridlocked at an 11-1 verdict. 

when Hernandez was retried, however, a fresh jury 

convicted him guilty of kidnapping and murder. Hernandez 

was sentenced to 25 years to life in federal prison on April 

18, 2017, after an unsuccessful appeal.
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Jaycee lee Dugard, 11, was doing her routine from home 

to the school bus stop when a grey car approached her with 

what she thought was a stranger merely asking for 

directions. However, Jaycee was literally shocked when she 

got tased and abducted from the street. 

The driver, Phillip Garrido, made the child unconscious 

with a stun gun. His wife Nancy pulled Jaycee into the car, 

where they stripped off her clothes. Nancy wrapped a 

blanket around Jaycee and kept her down while the girl 

drifted in and out of consciousness throughout the 

three-hour trip to the Garridos’ farm in Antioch, 120 miles 

away from her school.

Jaycee was forced to stay with the Garridos for the next 18 

years in a shack. During these years, Phillip molested her 

and had her pregnant twice. Jaycee had two daughters 

when she was imprisoned, one when she was 14 and the 

other when she was 17. Jaycee’s children were encouraged 

to refer to the Garridos as ‘mom’ and ‘dad’, and they thought 

Jaycee was their elder sister.

In August 2009, two teenage girls, now identified as Phillip 

and Jaycee’s biological daughters, accompanied Phillip to 

the University of California, Berkeley. Back then, Phillip was 

out on parole as a convicted sex offender. His parole officer 

noticed some unusual behaviour in the trio, prompting him to 

conduct a parole investigation. 

The investigation had established that the mother of 

the two teenagers was a woman named ‘Alissa’, who later 

revealed herself as Jaycee lee Dugard. when ‘Alissa’ was 

questioned by the authorities, she defended that Phillip 

had changed his ways despite being a convicted sex 

offender. Investigators think Jaycee might have been 

affected by Stockholm Syndrome during her captivity.   

A dIggEr’S SEcrET
when: july 1991
where: KoS, greece 

The family of two-year-old Ben Needham was busy renovating 

their house and didn’t immediately realise that the little boy had 

already gone out of sight. 

Initially, the family scoured the neighbourhood for Ben. when 

the Needhams couldn’t find their son, they called the police.

To date, more than 300 sightings of children matching Ben’s 

description have been recorded, both on the Greek mainland 

and Greek islands. The majority of them were reported 

immediately after he disappeared from 1991 to 1992. 

Investigators suspected that the missing boy was crushed by a 

digger named Konstantinos Barkas at a construction site near his 

grandparents’ home on the island. One of his peers said that the 

digger himself confessed to the crime. However, Konstantinos 

never got to confess to the family after he died of stomach 

cancer in 2015.  

No trace of the body was ever found.

cApTIvE SyNdromE
when: june 1991
where: cAliforniA, united StAteS

In April 2011, Phillip and Nancy Garrido pleaded guilty to 

Jaycee’s kidnapping. Phillip was charged with 13 counts of 

sexual assault, while Nancy had a charge of aiding and 

abetting sexual assault.

The sentence given to Phillip was 431 years to life since he 

was already a registered sex offender before he kidnapped 

Jaycee. Nancy has 36 years to serve. Jaycee was 

compensated with $20 million (Dhs74.3 mn).
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ExPAT WIFE AnD MoTHER SUSAn HIllyARD lIvED In THE EMIRATE 
In THE 1950s jUST BEFoRE IT STRUCK oIl. DECADES lATER, SHE 
PEnnED HER MEMoIR WITH THE DIRECT EnCoURAgEMEnT oF 

THE UAE’S FoUnDIng FATHER, SHEIKH ZAyED BIn  
SUlTAn Al nAHyAn, CREATIng A DETAIlED PICTURE  

oF THE PRE-oIl SoCIETy

BY DR FAlEH HANDHAl

HISTOry

Umm Deborah
in abU Dhabi
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o
f the many foreigners who have 

left behind their memoirs of the 

Middle East in general and the 

UAE in particular, a unique personality 

was Susan Hillyard, author of the book 

Before the Oil. She was the wife of Tim 

Hillyard, Director of ADMA Oil Company 

from 1954 to 1958. what makes Susan 

stand out is that she lived in Abu Dhabi 

when the emirate was on the cusp of oil 

discovery but was yet to actually see any 

oil revenues. Thus, the title of the book.

As Tim relocated to work elsewhere, 

Susan also left Abu Dhabi. In 1980, she 

was back in the emirate with her daughter 

Deborah. On this visit, the mother and 

daughter were welcomed by the late 

Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan. He 

then sent her a message, in which he said: 

“you are now the only person who clearly 

remembers Abu Dhabi as it was. The 

present always overlays the past so that it 

gets forgotten in a generation or so unless 

it has been written down.”

In response to Sheikh Zayed’s message, 

Susan began writing her memoir of 

Abu Dhabi from 1954 to 1958. The 

book chronicled her own experiences 

and also those of Tim and Deborah. 

Encouragement for the book also came 

from the University of Exeter, in the United 

Kingdom. The book caught the attention of 

the scientific community in the UK and was 

later translated by Papyrus Graphics.

The Arabic version of the book was 

presented a few years ago by HE Sheikh 

Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister 

of Tolerance and Coexistence, who stated, 

“I am delighted to present this Arabic 

Susan Hillyard, author of 
the book Before the Oil
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Abu Dhabi seafront

You [Susan] are now the only person who 
clearly remembers Abu Dhabi as it was. 

The present always overlays the past so that 
it gets forgotten in a generation or so unless it 
has been written down

ShEIKh ZAyED BIn SUltAn Al nAhyAn
UAE’S FOUNDING FATHER
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The author refers to the tremendous 
achievements of the founding leader using a 

famous expression that says, ‘These tremendous 
achievements that we see in the Emirates stand as a 
testimony to the wisdom and genius of Sheikh Zayed’

version of Before the Oil: A Personal 

Memoir of Abu Dhabi 1954 - 1958, by 

Susan Hillyard, affectionately known in 

Abu Dhabi as ‘Umm Deborah’ (Mother 

of Deborah). It is the source of my joy 

that this very interesting book, which 

is being published in an Arabic edition 

during the year of Zayed Al-Khair, was 

compiled by the dear author with the 

approval of the late founding father of 

our country, Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 

Nahyan. My excitement over this book is 

due to the fact that the author refers to the 

tremendous achievements of the founding 

leader using a famous expression that 

says, ‘These tremendous achievements 

that we see in the Emirates stand as a 

testimony to the wisdom and genius of 

Sheikh Zayed, may God rest his soul.’”

Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak added, “It 

has also been a pleasure to learn from the 

author, whom I remember with affection, 

that while creating this book, she was 

also revived by the memories of her past 

friends, the places she had seen, and the 

smells she had inhaled, bringing back 

the memories of Abu Dhabi as fresh as 

[they were] yesterday. More than once in 

the book, the author refers to me directly 

with affection and kindness, as well as [to] 

the time when we were both young and 

playing with the innocence of children with 

her daughter.”

StrAngErS BECoME frIEnDS

The book’s introduction stated: “Susan 

Hillyard was the only European woman 

in Abu Dhabi at that time, and her 

diaries were the only day-to-day written 

hE ShEIKh nAhyAn BIn MUBArAK Al nAhyAn
MINISTER OF TOlERANCE AND COExISTENCE

record. The society she describes in a 

very informal manner ranged from the 

relatively well-off Sheikhs to those living 

in poverty. As an Arabic speaker, she 

frequented all walks of life and wrote that 

‘I was accepted in all my strangeness, 

and the stranger became a friend.’ She 

regularly visited women throughout 

society, including the womenfolk of the 

Royal family, notably Sheika Salama, the 

mother of Sheikh Shakhbut. The exchange 

of views between them led to her accurate 

growth in her understanding of society 

despite the prevailing patterns in the west 

at the time.”

This book was published in English in 

2002. Its author passed away in 2014, 

while the Arabic translation appeared 

The Arabic version of Before the Oil, with 243 
pages that contain 24 pages of photographs



84 999 Security And SAfety for All jUnE 2022

Security And Safety For All

Their journey began in London, where they boarded the 
plane for Kuwait and travelled by plane for 20 hours, 
stopping in Rome and Oman to refuel, and then from 
Kuwait to Bahrain, where they landed so they could 
travel by sea to Dubai and from there to Abu Dhabi

HISTOry

Sheikh Shakhbut greeting Susan Hillyard and her daughter Deborah
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after her death, in August 2018. with 243 

pages, the translated book contains 24 

pages of photographs. Since the book is 

interesting and valuable, we will extract 

the key points from it for your convenience 

in this article.

froM lonDon to DUBAI

Tim Hillyard, Susan’s husband, had 

gone to Abu Dhabi before her to work 

for ADMA, as the company is known 

today; the firm had obtained an oil 

concession in the waters off Abu Dhabi. 

Although ADCO preceded it by many 

years, its concession included what is 

now known as “wild areas”. when her 

husband returned, he told her that they 

were going to Abu Dhabi with their infant 

daughter, Deborah.

Their journey began in london, where 

they boarded the plane for Kuwait and 

travelled by plane for 20 hours, stopping 

in Rome and Oman to refuel, and then 

from Kuwait to Bahrain, where they landed 

so they could travel by sea to Dubai and 

from there to Abu Dhabi.

In Bahrain, they boarded an Indian-

British ship to take them to Dubai. A 

description of the ship by Susan said: 

“Bodies lay on every inch, and sometimes 

two bodies lay together when infants are 

laid on top of their mothers… From the 

ocean up to the Trucial Coast, Dubai was 

the only port that could accommodate 

ships. Even there, the ships had to anchor 

offshore as a shield to keep the streams 

on either side of the city from being 

washed away.”

Susan went down to town in Dubai 

to buy the supplies she would need 

in Abu Dhabi once they arrived. She 

described the market: “The market had 

front openings in the wall, which could 

be closed at night. There were two types 

of canned meat available, corn beef and 

hot beans, and three types of canned 

vegetables, peas, tomatoes, white beans, 

and four types of canned fruits, peaches, 

pineapple and a fourth that I cannot 

recall, as well as canned powdered milk, 

sugar, tea, coffee, and soft drinks. were 

it not for those, we would have lived on 

fish, rice, flour, and small eggs like the 

people of Abu Dhabi. we obtained a barrel 

containing 40 gallons of fresh Dubai water. 

At present, no one comes near this water 

unless it is absolutely necessary, but at the 

time, that water was better than anything 

in Abu Dhabi.”

The family then decided to sail to 

Abu Dhabi on a locally-made ship called 

Faares. Susan described this ship: “It is 

a flat-bottomed coastal boat, on whose 

back my husband built two narrow vertical 

boxes. One was the room for Deborah’s 

bed, and another was a high stool over 

a pit that emptied into the sea. There 

was a cabin below where thousands 

of cockroaches and mice were found, 

bumping at our feet in search of food. At 

dusk, we set off with a rod attached to 

the stern, hoping to catch a mackerel for 

dinner. we were able to get one and had 

a delicious dinner of char-grilled mackerel 

with rice, spices, and onion rings. After 

spending the night on board the ship 

Faares, we arrived in Abu Dhabi the next 

morning.”

lIfE In ABU DhABI

About the house in which she resided 

in Abu Dhabi, Susan wrote: “It was the 

first building in the western style in Abu 

Dhabi. The double front doors lead directly 

into the reception hall, which contains 

the dining and sitting areas. The sitting 

room overlooks the sea, while the dining 

room overlooks a walled courtyard, which 

houses the parking lot. BP provided us 

with four comfortable chairs, a dining 

table, and a buffet.
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Whenever it rains and water gathers in pools, 
they rush out with whatever pots they can find 
to retrieve the water. During the rest of the year, 
they go out on donkeys, or they carry a four-gallon 
container on their heads and go for water

Fishing on board Faares, the wooden boat that the 
Hillyards used during their stay in Abu Dhabi S

u
sa

n
 H

ill
ya

rd

The Hillyards in Abu Dhabi, 1957
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“There is a kerosene refrigerator, a 

kerosene stove with a four-burner in 

the kitchen, and on the north side, there 

are two bedrooms, each with an air 

conditioner. we then built a plastic tube 

system for seawater.”

In her book, Susan described the 

Abu Dhabi women in detail: “During my 

husband’s 10-day business trip to Bahrain, 

a number of local women came to greet 

me and get to know me. They wore cotton 

garments designed in cheerful colours and 

embellished with silver threads at the neck 

and sleeves, and narrow trousers at the 

ankle position decorated like their dresses 

appeared below them.

“The women also wear a black abaya and 

a cotton veil on their heads, and many of 

them wear at least one ring on their fingers 

and their hands are decorated with henna. 

Their face was covered with a dark blue or 

bronze burqa. I have not seen a woman in 

Abu Dhabi without a cover on her face.

“Afterwards, they babied my daughter, 

Deborah, and called her layla. And when 

I asked them if they wear the face veil all 

the time, they answered, ‘Of course, we 

wear it ever since puberty and we only 

take it off for prayer or to sleep.’ whenever 

it rains and water gathers in pools, they 

rush out with whatever pots they can 

find to retrieve the water. During the rest 

of the year, they go out on donkeys, or 

they carry a four-gallon container on 

their heads and go for water, and one of 

the experts told us that this water is less 

salty than seawater. The news spread 

everywhere and more and more women 

came, so I asked them to visit me on the 

last Thursday of each month.”

Susan wrote about the market in Abu 

Dhabi town: “There wasn’t a great deal to 

see in terms of consumer goods. There 

were some canned goods and cotton 

fabrics from India and slippers. A number 

of boys were sitting behind a store, 

memorising the Qur’an by heart from 

books printed in large fonts. I discovered 

that it was a once-weekly school for those 

who could afford a few dirhams, and the 

girls enrolled as long as their fathers could 

afford it.

“Also, at the market, I saw two falcon 

hunters chatting, and each [bird] had 

its face covered and its wrist shackled. 

As soon as it heard strange sounds, it 

clapped its wings in an effort to fly as far 

as it could, but it fell to the ground, so 

the hunter picked it up and put it back in 

place.”

Susan’s book has a beautiful story 

describing her first encounter with the 

late Sheikh Shakhbut bin Sultan, Ruler of 

Abu Dhabi (1966-1928), as well as with 

several sheikhs from the ruling family. 

She wrote: “There have been a number 

of American geologists who have arrived 

in Abu Dhabi to work with the company in 

which my husband works. They arrived on 

board the Sonic boat, designed to conduct 

seismic surveys. My husband invited 

them on that occasion to have lunch on 

the ship Faares, since he also invited 

Sheikh Shakhbut, who accepted it. The 

two brothers of Sheikh Shakhbut, Sheikh 

Zayed and Khaled, were also present. I 

went with my daughter as well. The lunch 

was interesting and the Sheikh and his 

two brothers welcomed me and Deborah 

as well. when Sheikh Shakhbut asked 

me why I did not visit his family, which is 

his wife and four daughters, the question 

fell on me like a thunderbolt, and when I 

returned home, I arranged for one of the 

land Rover cars to take me there.”
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Take a peek aT The newesT musT-have high-Tech elecTronic devices

EyE-frIENdLy GIzmO

GAdGETS

SmArT, INdEEd

mOVIE buddy

Portability is the name of the game for the next generation of laptops, and 
the Lenovo Yoga Slim 9i packs quite a punch with its all new Intel Evo platform 
and 11th Gen Intel Core processors that provide a range of smart features, 
unique leather cover, AI-optimised battery life, an IR camera that recognises 
only you, and up to 14” UHD display at a weight of only 1.3kg.

In a new class of slim, attractive laptops, Intel Evo platform delivers the 
ideal balance of performance, responsiveness, battery life, and beautiful 
graphics. Lenovo and Intel collaborated to provide the ideal experience for life 
and work everywhere. 

Intelligent Cooling, co-engineered with Intel, optimises performance to 
maximise battery life — and when you’re running short, quick charging 
technology will give you a boost in no time. Make the most of your 
entertainment with a 14” display that is gloriously bright and vivid, as well as 
up to 4K VESA400 HDR for razor-sharp pictures.

People who love to watch films on the go now have a movie buddy in the 
form of a slim, portable gadget that packs long battery life — the realme Pad 
mini.

The pad sports an 8.7” LCD screen with an 84.59 per cent screen-to-
body ratio, as well as a dual-speaker stereo system. These two hardware 
features allow users to enjoy every second of their movie marathon and 
gaming. Its massive 6400 mAh battery allows for a maximum of 15.8 
continuous play of video streams. 

Transfer data easily with its UFS 2.1 flash memory with up to 64GB of 
ROM and up to 1TB of expandable storage that allows users to watch and 
store more photos, movies, and documents within the realme Pad mini.

A mobile phone that protects the users from eye strain is the distinguishing feature of 
Vivo’s latest smartphone, the Vivo Y01.

It has a 6.51-inch Halo FullViewTM Display with HD+ (1600720) resolution, giving users 
a broad and immersive view of both media and games. In addition, the Vivo Y01 also has 
a 5,000mAh (TYP) battery that provides enough of power throughout the day. You may 
also use Y01 to power other gadgets using reverse charging.

What sets it apart is that the brightness of the display automatically adapts to the 
ambient light, and an extra Eye Protection Mode filters out dangerous blue light. It is easy 
on the eyes and enhances the beauty of whatever you look at. 

Put two SIM cards in the same mobile phone to save the inconvenience of swapping 
cards. The third card slot is for memory extension of up to 1TB, so you’ll have plenty of 
space for all your favourite photographs and movies.PRICE: Dhs568

WEBSITE: www.vivo.com

PRICE: Dhs5,394
WEBSITE:  www.lenovo.com/ae

PRICE: Dhs689
WEBSITE:  https://buy.realme.com
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TAbLET Cum LAPTOP

ACTION STAbILISEr

Dell amps up its laptop offerings with the launch of the Dell Latitude 9330, a 
2-in-1 gadget that may be used as a tablet and a laptop at the same time. 

Its new features include a ‘collaboration touchpad’, which provides rapid access 
to microphone mute/unmute, video on/off, screen share, and chat in Zoom 
meetings. The new Dell Precision 7670 and Precision 7770 utilise 12th-Gen Intel 
Core CPU and provide up to 128GB of DDR5 storage. 

Dell’s unique thermal innovation enables higher CPU power generation when 
using 12th Generation Intel CPUs. The Intel Adaptix technology in the Evo vPRO 
platform automatically optimises performance while keeping computers cool. 
Improved memory uses less power and performs better under high workloads.

In addition, the Dell Latitude 9330 has a sleek design and a 13.3-inch QHD+ 
display (25801600 pixels) with Corning Gorilla Glass 6 protection. The touch 
display has 500 nits of brightness, is 100 per cent sRGB, and supports  
Active Pen.

AdAPTIVE AudIO

PRICE: Dhs1,572
WEBSITE:  www.bang-olufsen.com

One of the most sought-after features in video cameras these days is the promise 
of smooth stable videos when in motion. While some gadgets provide help in 
stabilisation, cameras themselves should have this in-built feature as well. 

The Insta360 One manufacturers tested their latest gadget on a dog — the video 
showed how even the fast canine footsteps could still be shot like a pro through the 
Flow State Stabilisation feature. In addition, SmartTrack tracks any subject to provide 
a flawlessly steady video in which they are constantly in the centre of the screen.

With the all-new bullet time effect, epic shots are simple. As you pass through the 
centre of a scene, the One swoops around you, recording every perspective at up to 
240 frames per second. Outline the tale you want to tell by marking off the most 
fascinating areas of your 360 video. The Insta360 One will provide a professional-
level edit with ultra-smooth camera motions.

One also simplifies the creation of hyperlapses. Simply press record and go — the 
One will take care of the rest. All you need to do is select the nicest views in any 
direction.

PRICE: TBD
WEBSITE: www.dell.com

One of the luxuries that the current generation enjoys is shutting out their 
surroundings by immersing themselves in crisp clear audio through their 
headsets. 

Small and lightweight, Beoplay EQ in-ear headphones are comfortable 
enough to use even when reclining with your head on a pillow. Enjoy serenity 
whenever you need it, or listen to your favourite songs without interruption.

The earbuds’ Acoustic technology and Adaptive ANC offer a consistent 
performance for absolute silence, realistic audio and crystal clear 
communications without distraction. Beoplay EQ compensates for a wide 
range of background disturbances and provides real wireless immersion 
wherever you are.

Beoplay EQ supports a range of streaming alternatives, including 
Bluetooth 5.2, for a truly wireless listening experience. The ultra-low-power 
performance and innovative technology offers more solid connections for 
lower battery consumption, so you can stay in sync for longer.

PRICE: Dhs2,018
WEBSITE:  www.insta360.com
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Slow down and appreciate the beauty and unpredictability of existence, and discover new ways to unleash  
the leader within you while maintaining a positive outlook in life 

Moulding leaders 
TITLE: CEO Excellence: The Six Mindsets  
That Distinguish the Best Leaders from the Rest
AUTHORS: Carolyn Dewar, Scott Keller, Vikram Malhotra
PUBLISHER: Scribner
PRICE: Dhs69

From one of the world’s most influential management consulting firms, McKinsey & Company, this is an insight-packed, 

revelatory look at how the best CEOs do their jobs based on extensive interviews with today’s most successful corporate 

leaders, including chiefs at Netflix, JP Morgan Chase, General Motors, and Sony.

Being a CEO at any of the world’s largest companies is amongst the most challenging roles in business. Billions, and even trillions, are at stake — and the 

careers of tens of thousands of employees often hang in the balance. yet, even when “can’t miss” high-achievers win the top job, very few excel. About 30 

per cent of Fortune 500 CEOs last fewer than three years, and two out of five new CEOs are perceived to be failing within 18 months.

For those who shoulder the burden of being the one on whom everyone counts, a manual for excellence is sorely needed.

Silent killers
TITLE: The Invisible Kingdom: Reimagining Chronic Illness
AUTHOR: Meghan O’Rourke
PUBLISHER: Riverhead Books
PRICE: Dhs62

A landmark exploration of one of the most consequential and mysterious issues of our time: the rise of chronic illness 

and autoimmune diseases.

A silent epidemic of chronic illnesses afflicts tens of millions of Americans: these are diseases that are poorly understood, 

frequently marginalised, and can go undiagnosed and unrecognised altogether. Renowned writer Meghan O’Rourke 

delivers a revelatory investigation into this elusive category of “invisible” illness that encompasses autoimmune diseases, 

post-treatment lyme disease syndrome, and now long COVID, synthesising the personal and the universal to help all of us through this new frontier.

Drawing on her own medical experiences as well as a decade of interviews with doctors, patients, researchers, and public health experts, O’Rourke 

traces the history of western definitions of illness and reveals how inherited ideas of cause, diagnosis, and treatment have led us to ignore a host 

of hard-to-understand medical conditions, ones that resist easy description or simple cures. And as America faces this health crisis of extraordinary 

proportions, the populations most likely to be neglected include women, the working class, and people of colour.

Showbiz realities
TITLE: Comedy Comedy Comedy Drama
AUTHOR: Bob Odenkirk
PUBLISHER: Random House
PRICE: Dhs89

In this hilarious, heartfelt memoir, the star of Mr Show, Breaking Bad, Better Call Saul, and Nobody opens up 

about the highs and lows of showbiz, his legendary status as a comedy writer, and what it’s like to reinvent himself 

as a no-holds-barred action film actor at the age of 50.

Bob Odenkirk’s career is inexplicable. Charting a “Homeric” decades-long “Odyssey” from his origins in the 

seedy comedy clubs of Chicago all the way to a dramatic career that’s baffling to his friends, it’s almost like there 

are two or three Bob Odenkirks, but there’s just one.

Throughout Bob’s travels, his memoir preserves the voice he cultivated from years of comedy writing. Featuring humorous tangents, joyful 

interludes, never-before-seen photos, wild characters from his winding career, and his trademark upbeat but unflinching drive, this book is a 

classic showbiz tale — and a moving story about what it’s like to risk everything you think you know to make a change.

bOOkS
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TRUE POWER
TITLE: Abundance: The Inner Path to Wealth
AUTHOR: Deepak Chopra
PUBLISHER: Harmony 
PRICE: Dhs90

An enlightening guide to success, fulfilment, and wholeness, offering practical advice on how to 

cultivate a sense of abundance in times of fear and insecurity from New York Times bestselling author 

Deepak Chopra.

Many of us live and operate from a mindset of lack, scarcity, and limitation. we focus on what we don’t 

have — financial security, confidence, an intimate relationship — which keeps us feeling insecure and 

inadequate. we think, “If only I could have those things, I could be happy.” But constantly striving more 

often means our ego is driving our thoughts, actions, and reactions, preventing us from reaching something greater: a true sense 

of inner peace, acceptance, and fulfilment. And these internal experiences allow us to access the great riches of the universe and 

life’s unbounded possibilities.

Deepak Chopra demonstrates how to work past self-generated feelings of limitation and fear and provides meditations to help 

you focus and direct your attention, energy, and intuition so you can experience stability, prosperity, insight, creativity, love, and 

true power.

SWEET TOOTH
TITLE: Dessert Can Save the World: Stories, Secrets, and Recipes for a Stubbornly Joyful 
Existence
AUTHOR: Christina Tosi
PUBLISHER: Harmony
PRICE: Dhs61

Dessert connects us heart-to-heart like almost nothing else. It brings us together in good times and 

bad, celebration and solace. Desserts mark big milestones and small wins and create indelible memories 

of comfort and joy. And Christina Tosi, the founder and CEO of Milk Bar, believes it can save the world.

Does she think the combination of sugar, flour, and butter has some magical ability to fix all the folly 

of our modern existence? Of course not. Even with her trademark exuberance for baked goods that has 

touched millions of lives through her products, books, and television shows, Tosi knows a cookie is just a cookie. But bringing the joy 

a cookie holds into every area of your life most definitely can. The spirit of dessert — the relentless, unflinching commitment to finding 

or creating joy even when joy feels hard to come by — is what can save us. And then we, in turn, can each save the world.

In Dessert Can Save the World, Tosi chronicles her path to success in work and life. Along the way, she shares the wisdom she 

learned growing up surrounded by strong, amazing women who passed along the legacy of baking to harness love and create 

a connection with others, as well as personal stories about succeeding in the highly competitive food world by unapologetically 

expressing her true self.

Intimate reflections
TITLE: Body Work: The Radical Power of Personal Narrative
AUTHOR: Melissa Febos
PUBLISHER: Catapult
PRICE: Dhs57

In this empowering and exhilarating mix of memoir and master class, Melissa Febos tackles the 

emotional, psychological, and physical work of writing intimately while offering an utterly fresh examination 

of the storyteller’s life and the questions which run through it.

How might we go about capturing on the page the relationships that have formed us? How do we write 

about our bodies, their desires and traumas? what does it mean for an author’s way of writing, or living, to 

be dismissed as “navel-gazing” — or else hailed as “so brave, so raw”? And to whom, in the end, do our most intimate stories belong?

Drawing on her own path from aspiring writer to acclaimed author and writing professor, Melissa Febos has created a captivating 

guide to the writing life, and a brilliantly unusual exploration of subjectivity, privacy, and the power of divulgence. Candid and inspiring, 

this book empowers readers and writers alike, offering ideas — and occasional notes of caution — to anyone who has ever hoped 

to see themselves in a story.



sharjah set to become region’s first zero-waste city
The UAE is on 

its way to having 

the first zero-

waste city in the 

Middle East with 

the completion of 

the first waste-to-

energy plant in the 

country.

The Sharjah 

waste to Energy 

facility is a joint 

venture between 

BEEAH Energy, its 

renewable energy 

division, and 

Masdar.

At full capacity, 

the facility would 

recycle up to 300,000 tonnes of solid 

waste from landfills each year, while 

providing 30 megawatts (Mw) of low-

carbon electricity, enough to power 28,000 

Sharjah households.

“Completion of construction is an 

important milestone for our Emirates 

waste to Energy venture as we continue 

to pioneer clean energy innovations in 

the UAE. we look forward to a successful 

testing and commissioning phase followed 

by achieving full operations, which will 

make Sharjah the Middle East’s first zero-

waste city. This will also be a landmark 

moment as we work towards a zero-

waste, clean-energy future for the nation, 

the region and beyond,” said Khaled Al 

Huraimel, Group CEO of BEEAH Group.

Once tested, 

commissioned, 

and operational, 

this facility 

would raise the 

existing landfill 

diversion rate 

from 76 per 

cent to 100 

per cent. It 

will also assist 

to minimise 

garbage 

shipped to 

landfills around 

the UAE, while 

also adding to 

the country’s 

renewable 

energy mix.

“with the project’s construction phase 

now complete, we look forward to 

harnessing our knowledge in the growing 

waste-to-energy space to help tackle 

the global climate challenge through 

sustainable waste management enabled 

by clean energy solutions,” said Mohamed 

Jameel Al Ramahi, CEO of Masdar. 

abu dhabi discovers new species of Eagle ray 
The Environment Agency – 

Abu Dhabi (EAD) has reported 

the discovery of a new Eagle 

Ray species in Abu Dhabi 

waters. 

The new species 

(Aetomylaeus wafickii) was 

found from specimens taken 

in the Arabian Gulf during 

the 2016 Fisheries Resource 

Assessment (FRAS).

The specimens were 

obtained amongst other 

elasmobranch and fish 

specimens. During that time, 

the Eagle Ray was mistaken 

for the Banded Eagle Ray 

(Aetomylaeus nichofii), 

which looks quite similar. It was only after a 

comprehensive analysis and the publication of 

a scholarly paper stressing its astute physical 

description that it was considered a new 

discovery.

Fisheries surveys in UAE seas allowed 

for the collection of several specimens in 

the Arabian Gulf, which were subsequently 

analysed and compared to other regional 

varieties of the species. Over 600 fish 

specimens were gathered, as well as many 

elasmobranchs. Specimens gathered 

and measured have been donated to fish 

collections at the California Academy of 

Sciences, the Museum of Comparative 

Zoology, Harvard, and the Smithsonian 

Institution in the United States.

“It is very exciting for us to discover a new 

species of Eagle Ray in Abu 

Dhabi. This is a prominent 

indication that our waters 

are healthy, and we have 

an abundance of marine 

biodiversity. within the 

past two years, we have 

discovered a series of species. 

I am confident that we can 

make even more discoveries 

in the future as long as we 

continue adopting accurate 

scientific methodologies to 

ensure credibility,” said Ahmed 

Al Hashmi, Executive Director 

of Terrestrial and Marine 

Biodiversity Division at EAD.

The newly identified 

species may be recognised from related 

species such as the Blue-banded Eagle Ray 

(Aetomylaeus caeruleofasciatus) and the 

Banded Eagle Ray (Aetomylaeus nichofii) 

by having more pale blue bands across its 

dorsal surface (8-10 bands), more tooth plate 

rows, and a shorter tail. On February 11, 2022, 

this description was published in the Marine 

Biodiversity Journal.
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dubai ramps up electrical capacity to 300 times since 1970
Dubai has 

witnessed a massive 

transformation 

in the past five 

decades, with its 

electrical capacity 

increasing 300-fold 

from 43 megawatts 

(Mw) in 1970 to 

13,417 Mw in 2021.

The water 

production capacity 

of the Dubai 

Electricity and water 

Authority (DEwA) 

has expanded from 

zero to 490 million 

imperial gallons per 

day (MIGD). 

Saeed 

Mohammed Al 

Tayer, DEwA 

Managing Director and CEO, stated that 

the environment was taken into account at 

all phases of the organisation’s operations. 

It has boosted its usage of clean and 

renewable energy throughout the years, 

preserved groundwater to maintain 

Over 250 rescued turtles find new home in abu dhabi
Abu Dhabi 

becomes a safe 

haven for over 250 

turtles that have 

been rescued and 

are now undergoing 

rehabilitation in the 

emirate.

Since the 

beginning of 2022, 

the Environment 

Agency – Abu Dhabi 

(EAD) has rescued 

hundreds of turtles 

with the support 

and cooperation of 

its wildlife Rescue 

Programme and the 

largest aquarium in 

the Middle East, The 

National Aquarium of Abu Dhabi (TNA).

Owing to the growing number of turtles 

stranded in Abu Dhabi’s waterways each year, 

EAD is expanding its efforts to protect and 

conserve native species. As a result, it has 

increased staff and invested in creating cutting-

edge facilities, reinforcing its commitment 

to delivering more efficient and successful 

rehabilitation for rescued local animals, with a 

specific emphasis on sea turtles.

“As part of our efforts, we are very pleased to 

include the rehabilitation of an Olive Ridley Sea 

Turtle, a species rarely seen in UAE waters; this 

is a sign of the abundance of our biodiversity, 

which we aspire to 

conserve so that 

future generations can 

enjoy it for decades 

to come,” said 

Ahmed Al Hashmi, 

Executive Director, 

Terrestrial and Marine 

Biodiversity Sector at 

EAD.

“Sea turtles are 

amongst the most 

migratory animals 

on the globe, and 

two of the seven 

marine turtle species 

found worldwide 

frequent Abu 

Dhabi’s waters — the 

critically endangered 

Hawksbill Turtle and the endangered Green 

Turtle. with over 5,000 sea turtles residing 

in Abu Dhabi and a huge number of turtles 

arriving on a yearly basis, we want to 

continue providing the finest care possible 

for these animals,” said Beatriz Maquieira, 

Curator at TNA.

resource sustainability, and improved 

water security in the UAE and Dubai.

In 2021, DEwA boosted fuel economy in 

manufacturing units by up to 90 per cent, 

one of the highest percentages in the 

world. It had the lowest Customer Minutes 

lost (CMl) in the 

world in the same 

period, with 1.43 

CMl, compared to 

around 15 minutes 

in major utilities 

in the European 

Union.

Al Tayer said 

that the Hassyan 

Power Complex 

and the Jebel Ali 

Power Plant and 

water Desalination 

Complex were 

critical to providing 

high-quality 

energy and water 

services to Dubai. 

“DEwA’s water 

production capacity 

has increased to 

490 MIGD, including 63 million gallons 

produced using reverse osmosis. By 

2030, we want to have desalinated all of 

our water using a combination of clean 

energy, renewable energy, and waste 

heat,” he said. 
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Harvard study links avocado to healthy heart 
A new study led 

by researchers 

from Harvard TH 

Chan School of 

Public Health found 

that people who 

eat two or more 

servings of 

avocado each 

week — with a 

serving defined as 

half an avocado 

— may lower their 

risk of 

cardiovascular 

disease (CVD).

Taking into 

account a wide 

range of 

cardiovascular risk 

factors and overall 

diet, the researchers looked at 30 years 

of data from more than 110,000 female 

and male participants in the Nurses’ 

Health Study and Health Professionals 

Follow-Up Study. 

They found that the participants who 

ate at least two weekly servings of 

avocado had a 16 per cent lower risk of 

A new study that 

used a database of 

health information from 

over half a million 

people suggests that 

drinking two to three 

cups of coffee a day is 

associated with a 

lower risk of 

developing heart 

disease.

The findings of the 

study, which used a 

three-pronged analysis 

approach, discussed in 

general that coffee 

isn’t tied to new or worsening heart disease 

and may actually be heart protective.

Prof. Peter M. Kistler, MD, Head of 

Arrhythmia Research at the Alfred Hospital 

and Baker Heart Institute in Melbourne, 

Australia, and senior author of the study, said, 

“we found coffee drinking had either a 

neutral effect, meaning that it did no harm, or 

was associated with benefits to heart health.”

The research team, who presented the 

study at the American College of Cardiology’s 

71 Annual Scientific Session, used data from 

the UK BioBank, a large-scale prospective 

health database from over 500,000 people. 

Participants’ average age was 57 years, and 

half were women.

For the first study approach, researchers 

examined data from 382,535 individuals 

without known heart 

disease. The findings 

suggested that those 

who indicated to have 

been consuming two 

to three cups of coffee 

a day translated to a 

10-15 per cent lower 

risk of developing 

coronary heart 

disease, heart failure, a 

heart rhythm problem, 

or dying for any 

reason. 

The second 

approach suggested 

that those who drank one cup of coffee a day 

were nearly 20 per cent less likely to die than 

non-coffee drinkers.

In the third approach, researchers found, 

once again, that lower rates of death were 

seen across all coffee types. Decaf coffee did 

not have favourable effects against incident 

arrhythmia but did reduce cardiovascular 

disease, with the exception of heart failure. 

Study: Daily coffee intake may lower heart disease risk 

HEALTH NEWS

However, they 

noted that replacing 

half a serving per 

day of plant oils 

with an equivalent 

amount of avocado 

was linked to a 45 

per cent higher 

stroke risk.

lorena Pacheco, 

a postdoctoral 

research fellow in 

Harvard Chan 

School’s 

Department of 

Nutrition and lead 

author of the 

study, said, 

“Avocados are a 

nutrient-rich food 

item with 

favourable food compounds, including 

monounsaturated and polyunsaturated 

fats (healthy fats), vitamins, minerals, 

soluble fibre, vegetable proteins, 

phytosterols, and polyphenols. There are 

potential biological mechanisms by 

which avocados offer cardioprotective 

benefits.”

CVD during the study period. 

The research, published recently in 

the Journal of the American Heart 

Association, also found that replacing 

animal products such as butter, cheese, 

or processed meat with an equivalent 

amount of avocado was linked with a 

16-22 per cent lower risk of CVD events.



93999 Security And SAfety for AlljUnE 2022

Security And Safety For All

Severe COVID ages human brain by 20 years — study 
People who have 

recovered from severe 

COVID-19 may suffer from 

lasting problems in terms of 

their ability to concentrate 

as their brains age from 50 

to 70 in a matter of months, 

according to a new study in 

the United Kingdom.

The study author Adam 

Hampshire, who is an 

associate member with the 

UK Dementia Research 

Institute Care Research and 

Technology Centre, in 

london, said, “what we 

were trying to find out was 

how pronounced these 

[thinking] difficulties were in patients who 

had been more severely ill, which aspects 

of [thinking] were most affected, whether 

there was any sign of recovery over time, 

and what the underlying cause might be.”

The research team zeroed in on a group 

of 46 British patients who had been 

hospitalised with severe COVID-19 during 

the first few months of the pandemic in 

A collaboration 

study between 

researchers from 

China and the 

United States, 

which was recently 

published in Stem 

Cell Reports, found 

that poor sleep can 

affect both stem 

cells in the cornea 

and the tear film 

surface of the 

cornea.

The cornea is the 

transparent tissue 

layer covering the 

eye, and is 

maintained by stem 

cells, which replace 

dying cells and repair small injuries. 

In a trial using mice, led by 

researchers wei li, Zugou liu, and 

colleagues from Xiamen University, 

China, and Harvard Medical School, 

US, the study found how sleep 

deprivation, which means getting too 

little high-quality sleep, can damage 

the eyes by losing its ability to repair 

itself properly. 

Their experiments showed that 

short-term sleep deprivation increased the 

rate at which stem cells in the cornea 

multiplied. At the same time, sleep 

deprivation altered the composition of the 

protective tear film, reducing the tear film 

antioxidants in 

sleep-deprived mice. 

The study noted 

serious thinning of 

the cornea and loss 

of transparency, as 

a result of long-

term sleep 

deprivation. 

Moreover, corneas 

of long-term 

sleep-deprived 

mice contained 

fewer stem cells, 

suggesting that 

persistent 

stimulation of stem 

cell activity over 

longer periods led 

to exhaustion and 

loss of corneal stem cells.

These data imply that long-term sleep 

deprivation can lead to vision impairment.

According to the Centres for Disease 

Control and Prevention, more than 

one-third of adults don’t get enough 

sleep. Experts recommend that adults get 

at least 7 hours of sleep per night.

Sleep deprivation impairs cornea stem cells

2020 — a third of them had been put on a 

mechanical ventilator.

The study found, through mental health 

assessments conducted six months after 

the survivors came out of hospital, that 

they had a significant drop in memory and 

concentration skills. Difficulties in the 

ability to problem-solve accurately and 

quickly were also noted. 

Aside from being very 

forgetful, Hampshire 

described their situation 

as struggling with “brain 

fog”, which means 

difficulty in finding the 

words to express 

themselves. This, he 

said, was due to the 

diminished post-COVID 

brain capacity, which in 

most cases translates to 

a 10-point drop in IQ.

“The level of [thinking] 

under-performance is 

similar to that seen when 

ageing from 50 to 70,” 

explained Hampshire.

“The cause remains to be determined,” he 

said. “But our study indicates that it is more 

likely to be something that happens during 

the initial illness as opposed to mental 

health problems, such as depression and 

anxiety, after recovery. That is, the patients 

also show signs of depression, anxiety and 

post-traumatic stress, but these appear to 

be separate to the [thinking] problems.”
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Aries (March 21 to April 20)

“Choose the least important day in your life,” wrote Aries author 
Thornton Wilder. “It will be important enough.” Make those your words 
to live by in the next two weeks. Why? The daily rhythm is likely to be 
routine and modest. You may even be tempted to feel a bit bored. And 

yet, if you dare to move your attention just below the surface of life, you will tune into 
subtle glories that are percolating. You will become aware of quietly wondrous developments 
unfolding just out of sight and behind the scenes. Be alert for them. They will provide fertile 
clues about the sweet victories that will be available in the months ahead. 

 

Taurus (April 20 – May 21)

“I am so beautiful, sometimes people weep when they see me,” declares 
comedian Margaret Cho. Summon her level of self-esteem and bravado 
in the coming weeks. All of creation is conspiring with you to develop 
more faith in yourself. And if you do the work to deepen your confidence 

and self-esteem, there will be an added bonus: a health breakthrough. As spiritual author 
Caroline Myss says, “Belief in oneself is required for healing.” You will rouse an enhanced 
power to get the soul medicine you need.

Gemini (May 22 – June 20)

Poet Ranata Suzuki writes, “There comes a point where you no longer 
care if there’s a light at the end of the tunnel or not. You’re just sick of 
the tunnel.” That’s good advice for you right now, Gemini. The trick that’s 
most likely to get you out of the tunnel is to acknowledge that you are 

sick of the tunnel. Announce to the universe that you have gleaned the essential teachings 
the ride through the tunnel has provided you. You no longer need its character-building 
benefits because you have harvested them all. Please say this a thousand times sometime 
soon: “I am ready for the wide-open spaces.” 

Cancer (June 21 – July 22)

It will be in your interest to change more than usual in the coming 
weeks. While you could wait around passively and scramble to adjust 
as life flings challenges your way, the better approach would be to make 
conscious decisions about how you want to transform. Identify the 

situations that would most benefit from modification and then initiate the transitions. Rather 
than depending on fate to provide you with random wake-up calls, choose constructive wake-
up calls that are fun and invigorating. 

Leo (July 23 – August 22)

“If everyone likes you, it probably means you aren’t saying much,” 
declared politician Donna Brazile. You ought to disprove her theory in 
the coming weeks. You will have a lot to say in a few weeks’ time; your 
communications will be even more interesting than usual. And yet, you 

will receive extra respect and appreciation from others. While you may articulate ideas that 
are challenging to some, you will do so with enough charisma to disarm agitated reactions. A 
winning combination: expressiveness and approval. 

Virgo (August 23 – September 22)

Have you heard of Virgo adventurer Reinhold Messner? The man is a 
marvel, he was the first mountaineer to reach the top of Mt. Everest 
alone, as well as the first to ascend Everest without supplemental 
oxygen. He has transited Greenland and Antarctica without the aid of 

dog sleds or snowmobiles. He also completed a solo trip across the Gobi Desert. You should 
make Messner your inspirational role model for the next four weeks. You may not achieve 
history-making triumphs like him, but you could surpass what you assumed were your limits. 

Libra (September 23 – October 22)

“The world is a very puzzling place. If you’re not willing to be 
puzzled, you just become a replica of someone else’s mind.” 
Author Noam Chomsky said that. It’s useful counsel for you right 
now. You ought to relish the healthy pleasures of being both 

mysterious and mystified. Seek out fertile enigmas and be a fertile enigma yourself. 
Explore the rejuvenating wisdom of being indefinable and uncategorizable. Exult in 
the quizzical joys of Eternal Paradox. 

Scorpio (October 23 – November 21)

Have you ever contemplated the beauty of the people and animals 
you care for and thought, “I would love to give them the strongest 
blessings I have to give, the smartest love I can express, and the 
best listening I’m able to provide.” If so, Scorpio, the coming 

days will be an excellent time to do that. You will have an extra capacity to offer 
exceptional gifts that are useful and inspirational. You will be at the peak of your 
ability to home in on what your beloveds need. 

Sagittarius (November 22 – December 21)

Sagittarian author Madeleine L’Engle told us, “The discoveries 
don’t come when you’re looking for them. They come when for 
some reason you’ve let go conscious control.” That approach 
isn’t absolutely true, but it may be useful for you to deploy in the 

coming weeks. You should relinquish at least a modicum of your conscious control. 
And if zesty discoveries start flowing in, consider relinquishing even a bit more 
conscious control. 

Capricorn (December 22 – January 19)

Scholars disagree about whether Capricorn scientist Isaac Newton 
really was spurred to formulate the theory of gravity when an 
apple fell from the tree he was sitting beneath. This much is 

certain: Newton lived in a home near the famous apple tree. And that tree is alive 
today, 380 years after his birth. Is there an equivalent landmark or keystone from your 
own past, Capricorn—where an important insight arose or pivotal event happened? 
It’s a good time to revisit that power spot, at least in your imagination, in quest of 
fresh inspiration. 

Aquarius (January 20 – February 18)

Aquarian poet Jack Gilbert once said, “We must unlearn the 
constellations to see the stars. We must have the stubbornness 
to accept our gladness in the ruthless furnace of this world.” 

Dear Aquarius, you ought to avoid Gilbert’s lack of attention to practical matters. 
In the coming weeks, you should live your interesting self to the fullest. But also 
be sure to eat healthy food, engage in pleasurable exercise, and get plenty of 
rejuvenating sleep—preferably in a comfortable bed rather than on a park bench. 

Pisces (February 19 – March 20)

If you were to consume the amount of food equivalent to 
what a hummingbird eats, you would eat 300 hamburgers 
or 7,800 cabbages per day. To match the amount of exercise a 
hummingbird gets while burning all those calories, you’d have to 

do approximately 37 bazillion jumping jacks. You will never do this, of course. But in 
the coming weeks, you may be more metaphorically hungry than usual. You will be 
voracious for new information and novel experiences and fresh ideas. H
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PUZZLES
ACROSS
1 Opera singer (5,6)
7 Translations (6,5)
13 Concealed crime (5)
14 Sweet honey (7)
15 Lost cloak (9)
16 Treating the sick (9)
17 Unsophisticated (10)
20 International (4,3)
22 Raise taxes (7)
24 Wish granted (7)
25 German university (8)
26 Hiring failure (14)
28 Short measure (5)
29 Show worth (6)
30 Deviation (10)
33 Naughty child (10)
35 Grain regularly (6)
37 Rabid extremism (5)
39 Chef’s stock (8,6)
41 Fruit disease (8)
44 Terms (7)
45 Hackneyed stuff (7)
46 South Africa’s mountain (7)
47 Sent to stir (10)
49 Popular Roman empress (9)
53 Half-hearted summit (9)
54 Poetic records (7)
55 Smallest room (2,3)
56 Swedish dishes (11)
57 Fluctuating (11)

DOWN
1 Labour leader (9)
2 Calendar description (3,4,3,8)
3 American snack (5)
4 Harmonic works (11)
5 Hotel exterior (8)
6 New recipe (4-8)
7 Flipping Cadillac (4,2,1,3)
8 Civilian dress (5)
9 Reaching eminence (4,3,4)
10 Party of blokes (4,5)
11 Reflections on fame (4)
12 Office support (4)
18 Unclear pieces (10,8)
19 Few words (8)
21 Relative’s crib (7)
23 Advocate of power (8)
27 Rugby tournament (5,3)
28 Sewage pit (8)
31 Poisonous fish (7)
32 Nice girl (12)
34 Unusual habits (11)
36 Plane problem (4,7)
38 Weird piano (10)
40 Showing or hiding? (9)
42 Straight away (9)
43 Calm down (8)
48 Controversial contrary (5)
50 Old flags (5)
51 No introductions (4)
52 Evening musical (4)

SOLUTIONS
SOLUTIONS FOR THE may ISSUE
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