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EDITOR’S NOTE

E
nding a long wait of eight years, the first World’s Fair to ever be hosted in the 

Middle East has now begun. Expo 2020 Dubai, a six-month display of astonishing 

innovation, culture, architecture, science, and technology, is expected to widen 

the UAE’s horizon for the next five decades. Deferred because of the pandemic, the Expo 

now coincides with the UAE’s Golden Jubilee celebrations, making it even more special. 

In our cover story, we explore how the successful hosting of the Expo is accelerating the 

UAE’s economic recovery and growth and how the country has prepared for the 

mega-event.

The Expo theme ‘Connecting Minds, Creating the Future’ has its reflection in the 

recent series of residency reforms introduced by the UAE, the latest being the Green visa 

(self-sponsorship), the freelancer’s visa, and a much longer residency grace period — 

three to six times the 30-day period allowed so far — for expats who’ve lost their jobs or 

have retired. These are amongst the most notable reforms introduced after the Golden 

visa, long-stay visa for exceptional students, and the UAE passport for a select few 

expats. With these, the UAE government isn’t only introducing new visa categories for 

the sake of variety; rather, it is very strategically laying the groundwork for Centennial 

2071, when the UAE aims to become the best country in the world. 

Small wonder then, this is one of the first nations to declare, “The worst is over.” At the 

end of August 2021, as the final phase of Expo preparations began before the 

inauguration deadline of October 1, none other than His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 

Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, 

officially declared at a UAE Cabinet meeting that “The worst of the pandemic has 

passed.” The UAE has emerged as one of the toughest fighters in the global war against 

the novel coronavirus and, like every proud champion, the nation is now prepared to 

celebrate victory. Our report pulls together all the threads to show how the UAE’s 

world-leading numbers were achieved. 

Of course, there’s unimaginable hard work that happens behind the scenes. Amongst 

the places where an intense level of pre-Expo work has happened are the airports and 

sea ports, especially Dubai International Airport, which is the world’s busiest in terms of 

international passenger numbers. As the world arrives in the UAE, adoption of the best 

technology at this “first line of defence” ensures that genuine travellers will find 

immigration clearance a breeze in Dubai while impostors will find the door closed to 

them. Tech-enabled world-class security is vital in preventing transnational crime, 

including human trafficking. 

As a tribute to the UAE’s policy of progressing and growing its economy by proactively 

responding to every kind of innovation, we bring you a special report on cryptocurrency, 

a development that’s getting a lot of attention in the UAE, from the government as well as 

individuals.

And finally, we meet a policewoman who dreamed of wearing the uniform since 

childhood; her story is an inspiration for all those who want to join the police forces and 

contribute to nation-building. 

The UAE’s ambitions are matched by its actions — this is our time to be a part of it.

Minds connected
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NEWS

UAE announces ‘Projects of the 50’ as roadmap for new economic era 

line with the vision of His Highness Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, His 
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Vice President and Prime 
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, 
and His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu 
Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander 
of the UAE Armed Forces.

The unveiling of this long-term programme 
came three months before the UAE celebrates 
its Golden Jubilee on December 2. 

for the next 50 years, with a political 
approach that is based on peace and 
dialogue. The upcoming phase will see 
comprehensive and balanced development 
of all the UAE’s regions and sectors.”

The first set of initiatives under this 
national campaign outlines a slew of 
residency reforms that target to attract the 
best talents and investors. The second set 
of initiatives focuses on enabling UAE 
nationals to unleash their potentials and 
competitiveness in the labour market, in 

President introduces new law to enhance good governance

Khalifa establishes Family Care Authority

PRESIDENT His Highness Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan has issued a federal 
decree that would instil higher public 
accountability amongst ministers and senior 
officials. 

Under the new legislation, the Public 
Prosecution has been given the authority to 
receive complaints and conduct probes 

PRESIDENT His Highness Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan has ordered the 
formation of the Family Care Authority that 
aims to promote family stability in the emirate 
of Abu Dhabi.

against senior officials suspected of 
wrongdoing. 

The Public Prosecution may also issue a 
travel order ban against an official under 
investigation, and temporarily freeze his/her 
bank account as well as those owned by his 
immediate family. 

The official under investigation can dispute 

In a bid to forge strong family units, the 
Authority aims to ensure a standardised model 
for governing family cases by providing 
high-quality services for all community 
members through a single channel.

THE UAE’s wise leadership has taken a giant 
leap for a more prosperous future by 
launching the 'Projects of the 50' that carries a 
macroeconomic principle of focusing on 
harnessing human capital, which has long 
been considered by the country as the driver 
of the future. 

President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan stated: “Our sole, 
abiding mission is to provide the best 
possible life for citizens and residents of the 
UAE. The economy will lead the UAE’s path 

a report made against him/her by submitting 
a counter-report to the court, which must rule 
on the issue within two weeks. The court's 
decision is final and cannot be appealed 
except after three months from the date of 
judgment.

The decree also highlights the potential 
penalties for violators.

As part of the Department of Community 
Development, it will be in charge of 
determining the needs of families and 
providing them with services to enhance their 
quality of life.
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UAE Cabinet directs gov't agencies to adopt '10 Principles of the 50'

Mohammed bin Rashid forms DAHC board of directors

Vice President merges two arbitration bodies into DIAC

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice 
President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, has issued 
Decree No. (39) of 2021 forming the Board of Directors of Dubai 
Academic Health Corporation (DAHC).

The new board will be led by His Highness Sheikh Ahmed bin 
Saeed Al Maktoum as Chairman, and His Highness Sheikh Mansoor 
bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum as Vice Chairman.

The members of the board include the Director General of Dubai 
Health Authority, Dr Raja Easa Al Gurg, Abdulla Abdul Rahman Al 
Shaibani, Dr Amer Ahmad Sharif, Professor Alawi Alsheikh Ali, 
Professor Ian Andrew Greer, Mohammed Hassan Al Shahi, Waleed 
Saeed Al Awadhi, and the CEO of Dubai Academic Health 
Corporation. 

The decree is effective from its date of issuance and will be 
published in the Official Gazette.

This came following the launching of the 
second set of initiatives under the 'Principles 
of the 50' as a roadmap to achieving more 
prosperity and social cohesion for future 
generations. 

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid underscored: “The UAE is one 
destination, one economy, one flag, one 

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of 
the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, has merged two 
arbitration bodies into the Dubai International 
Arbitration Centre (DIAC), through Decree No. 
(34) of 2021.

The decree dissolves the Emirates Maritime 
Arbitration Centre and the Dubai International 
Financial Centre Arbitration Institute. Their 

operations and assets will be absorbed by the 
Dubai International Arbitration Centre (DIAC), 
an autonomous non-for-profit institution that 
provides regional and international business 
communities with world-class arbitration 
services.

The ownership of real estate, assets, funds, 
staff, financial allocations and membership 
base of the two dissolved arbitration centres 

will be transferred to the Dubai International 
Arbitration Centre. 

Dubai Courts and DIFC Courts will continue to 
hear claims, applications and appeals related 
to any arbitration proceedings conducted in 
tribunals of the dissolved arbitration centres.

Furthermore, DIAC will establish a new 
arbitration court consisting of 13 members, 
including its President and Vice President. 

leader, and over the next 50 years, everyone 
will work as one team to achieve our goals. 
Our values during the next 50 years will 
remain as set down by the founders to be the 
best, most noble and most generous people.”

Highlighted in the second set of initiatives 
under the ‘Project’ are sweeping programmes 
introducing reforms and financial incentives 
aimed at boosting the participation of UAE 
nationals in the private sector. 

A total investment value of Dhs24 billion 
was approved by the government to create 
75,000 jobs for UAE nationals—including 
grants for students and fresh graduates to 
take up private sector roles; Dhs1-billion 
worth of fund for graduate business 
development; a government-backed new 
private sector child allowance and 
unemployment benefit; as well as a career 
break and early retirement schemes for 
Federal government employees starting 
new businesses.

CHAIRED by His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice 
President and Prime Minister of the UAE and 
Ruler of Dubai, has directed all government 
institutions to implement the ‘10 Principles for 
the Next 50 Years’ as core guidelines while 
the country takes on a new era of political, 
economic and social development.
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HH Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed 
Al Maktoum

HH Sheikh Mansoor bin Mohammed 
bin Rashid Al Maktoum
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UAE, UK forge new era of bilateral ties

Mohamed bin Zayed stresses 'Projects of the 50' as long-term dev't launchpad

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
stated: “One of the most important aspects of 
our developmental projects for the next 50 
years is promoting developmental 
partnerships with various countries of the 
world, especially with the UK.”

For his part, the British Prime Minister 

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu 

Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander 

of the UAE Armed Forces, underscored 

that the 'Projects of the 50' serves as a 

launchpad towards more sustainable 

development.

“Consistent with our ambitions to empower 

our people and enhance the strength and 

sustainability of our economy, the UAE is 

launching a dedicated plan to boost the 

employment of UAE nationals in the private 

emphasised that his country attaches special 
importance to enhancing its ties with the UAE. 
“We are seeing the UK and UAE doing things 
together and a great fusion of our efforts,” he 
said. “If this relationship is the Burj Khalifa, we 
are currently just at the ground floor, but today 
we are taking it up to the top floor.”

sector, which will play a vital role in our 

nation’s long-term development,” His 

Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed stated.

This remark came following the unveiling 

of the second set of initiatives under the 

new national programme. The 13 

initiatives are primarily aimed at boosting 

the participation of UAE nationals in the 

private sector through the creation of 

75,000 private sector jobs backed by 

Dhs24-billion worth of investment value to 

support the plan.

UAE, France bolster cooperation in economy, culture

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and 
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE 
Armed Forces, and British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson renewed bilateral relations towards a 
new era of joint strategic cooperation 
between the UAE and the United Kingdom.

This came during the official visit of His 
Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed to the 
UK for a wide-ranging, high-level meeting to 
solidify another half century of close relations 
between the two countries and discuss 
several regional and international issues of 
mutual interest.

As a result of the meeting between the two 
leaders, the UAE and the UK established a 
"Partnership for the Future" based on two main 
pillars: driving sustainable prosperity and 
addressing global issues. The strategic 
partnership aims to bolster trade, investment 
and innovation in various sectors. 

CP
C

French President Emmanuel Macron.
The two leaders discussed the 

cooperation in the areas of investment, 
economy, culture as well as other vital 
sectors to drive sustainable development in 
both countries.

The meeting also addressed the COVID-19 
pandemic and global efforts to mitigate its 
humanitarian and economic fallout. 

HIS Highness Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Crown Prince of 
Abu Dhabi and Deputy 
Supreme Commander of 
the UAE Armed Forces, has 
reinforced the UAE’s 
bilateral ties with France 
during his meeting with 

CP
C
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Saif bin Zayed introduces new MoI security campaign

Saif bin Zayed, Dutch Justice-Security Minister boost security cooperation

HIS Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 

and Minister of Interior (MoI), has met with 

Ferdinand Grapperhaus, Dutch Minister of 

HIS Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 

and Minister of Interior (MoI), launched a 

new campaign titled ‘Quality of Security 

Life’ that aims to increase the role of 

security in ensuring the residents’ 

well-being and quality of life. 

The new MoI campaign, which is 

aligned with the national strategy of 

making the UAE the happiest country in 

the world, was approved by the Interior 

Minister through the recommendation of 

the MoI Happiness and Positivity Council.

One of its primary objectives is to 

adopt a culture of innovation in the 

fields of security and policing by using 

modern technologies based on Artificial 

Intelligence. 

This core strategy will be applied in 

the development and implementation of 

programmes and initiatives across all 

departments under the MoI. 

Interior Minister unveils 6-star plate for license centre in Fujairah
HIS Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy 

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, unveiled the 6-star plate 

awarded to the Traffic and Licensing Centre at the Fujairah Police 

General Command.

The Centre was one of the first government service centres in the UAE 

to have achieved a 6-star plate—the highest evaluation rating given by 

the Global Star Rating System being implemented in 69 government 

service centres across the emirates.

During the visit, the Interior Minister congratulated the Centre's staff for 

their concerted effort to uphold MoI’s strategy of instilling a culture of 

innovation and excellence in customer services.

M
OI

The meeting also tackled several issues of 

common interest.

Amongst the attendees were Major 

General Khalifa Hareb Al Khaili, 

Undersecretary of the MoI; Major General 

Dr Ahmed Nasser Al Raisi, Inspector-General 

at the MoI; Major General Salem Ali 

Mubarak Al Shamsi, Assistant Undersecretary 

for Resources and Support Services; 

Brigadier Mohamed Hamed Dalmouj Al 

Dhaheri, Secretary-General of the Office of 

His Highness the Deputy Prime Minister and 

Minister of Interior; as well as several MoI 

officers and the delegation accompanying 

the visiting Dutch minister.

Justice and Security, to discuss ways to 

enhance cooperation between the UAE and 

the Netherlands in the security and police 

fields. 

HH Sheikh Saif bin Zayed lifts the curtain for Fujairah Police 
Traffic & License Centre’s 6-star plate
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Al Khaili inspects MoI’s punitive institutions 

MoI reviews Federal Central Operations’ security initiatives

MAJOR General Staff Khalifa Hareb Al 
Khaili, Undersecretary of the Ministry of 
Interior (MOI), visited the Directorate 
General of Punitive and Correctional 
Institutions to inspect the work systems at 
the directorate and its affiliated 
departments. 

Al Khaili met with Brigadier General 
Hamad Khamis Al Dhaheri, Deputy 
Director General of the Punitive and 
Correctional Institutions, and department 
directors. During the meeting, they 
reviewed strategic plans of the directorate 
with a focus on care, rehabilitation, 

reform, and health services for inmates.
Additionally, Al Khaili was also briefed 

on the achievements of the Punitive and 
Correctional Institutions. He also evaluated 
the benefits of the programmes and 
projects implemented by the directorate in 
cooperation with its strategic partners.

ON an inspection visit to the Directorate General of 
Federal Central Operations, Major General Staff 
Khalifa Hareb Al Khaili, Undersecretary of the 
Ministry of Interior (MoI), reviewed the most important 
security plans, performance indicators, initiatives, 
and other related projects in line with the MoI vision 
and strategy.

During a meeting, Al Khaili was briefed on the 
level of preparedness in the management of events, 
scenarios, security exercises, the mechanism of 
coordination with strategic partners, and the 
achievements of the directorate. 

Al Khaili was received by Brigadier Dr Ali Salem 
Al Tunaiji, Director General of Federal Central 
Operations; Brigadier Khaled Al Shamsi, Deputy 
Director General; Brigadier Dr Salem Al Habsi, 
Director of Crisis and Disaster Department; and 
several department managers. He was accompanied 
on the visit by Brigadier Mohammed Rashid Kashim 
Al Shamsi, Director General of the Office of the 
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Interior.

Al Khaili (centre) discusses strategic plans with the officers of the Directorate General of Punitive and Correctional Institutions

Al Khaili (left) being briefed about the work mechanisms at the Federal Central Operations
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Al Mazrouei attends ‘Daman 5 exercise

Saif bin Zayed Academy lecturers obtain Certificate of Internal Auditor

MAJOR General Staff Pilot Faris Khalaf Al 
Mazrouei, Commander-in-Chief of Abu Dhabi 
Police, witnessed the ‘Daman 5’ exercise at the level 
of the police general commands across the emirates.

The exercise was part of the endeavour of the 
UAE’s police general commands to acquaint police 

personnel with the best scientific and tactical 
developments.

Al Mazrouei praised the efforts of the General 
Department of Central Operations in the Ministry of 
Interior to follow up on the preparations for the 
implementation of exercises, which are aimed at 

enhancing security development and improving 
police work.

He underscored the importance of the exercise in 
enhancing coordination and knowledge about the 
most modern and efficient methods related to public 
security and safety.

THREE lecturers from the Saif bin Zayed Academy for Police 
and Security Sciences obtained an Internal Auditor certificate 
after passing the approved qualification course, which was held 
in cooperation with the Curriculum Development Department at 
the Ministry of Education. 

The Saif bin Zayed Academy is the first institution in the UAE 
that specialises in police sciences. It is committed to achieving 
the strategic objectives of Abu Dhabi Police through the optimal 
use of human resources.

Major General Thani Butti Al Shamsi, Director of the Saif bin 
Zayed Academy for Police and Security Sciences, stressed upon 
the Academy’s keenness to promote excellence, embodying the 
aspirations of the wise leadership and the National Strategy for 
Education 2030; and achieving the UAE’s sustainable 
development goal of ensuring inclusive education.

He explained that the Internal Auditor certificate was one of 
the most important requirements for professional accreditation 
from the Security Qualifications Centre at the Ministry of 
Interior and the National Qualifications Centre at the Ministry 
of Education.

Security And Safety For All
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Al Marri spearheads Security Council meeting on Expo 2020 Dubai

Hemaya forum educates freight drivers on scourge of drugs

RAK Police take part in health campaign UAQ Police warn public against fake cops

LT General Abdullah Khalifa Al Marri, Commander-in-
Chief of Dubai Police, and Chairman of the Security 
Council for Expo 2020 Dubai, confirmed that the work 
teams were able to deal with the challenges of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Al Marri made this remark during a meeting of the 
Security Council, in the presence of the Assistant 
Commander-in-Chief, members of the Council, and 
several officials and those in charge of the global event. 

He was briefed on the agenda discussed in the 
previous meetings as well as the results of the initiatives 
earlier rolled out. He praised the efforts made by various 
Expo teams working as one. The team leaders reviewed 
the latest updates and changes in the security plan. 

Conveying his appreciation for the team 
collaboration that enabled project completion in record 
time, Al Marri stressed that all the Expo stakeholders 
were eager to implement the most up-to-date security 
systems, recognising that the event would receive 
millions of visitors.

THE Community Programmes Department of Hemaya 
International Centre, affiliated with the General 
Department of Narcotics Control in Dubai Police, 
organised a security awareness lecture for administrators 
and truck drivers of private companies working with the 

Cargo Village at Al Maktoum International Airport.
The lecture addressed the dangers of drugs, 

their types, psychological and physical damage, 
and the negative consequences of their use. 
Attendees were asked to report any suspicious 

parcel included in their cargo.
Colonel Dr Abdul Rahman Sharaf Al Maamari, 

Acting Director of Hemaya International Centre, said the 
Centre seeks to develop the skills of essential workers 
and to make them a helpful force in smashing the 
operations of drug smugglers and peddlers. He said 
that administrators and drivers of cargo companies were 
made aware of types and forms of drugs and methods 
of concealment; social and economic damage caused 
by narcotics; and the mechanism of communication with 
the General Department for Drug Control through the 
toll-free number of Dubai Police, which is 901.

The forum also talked about Article 43 of the 
Federal Law on Drugs, which stipulates that criminal 
proceedings are not instituted against persons who 
report themselves. If a drug abuser spontaneously 
submits himself for treatment, he is exempted from 
punishment and considered to be a patient. The drug 
abuser is also exempted from penalty if any of his 
relatives, or even friends, come forward to report him.

THE Ras Al Khaimah Police General Command, through the Department of Community 
Police – Community Police Section, took part in the initiative ‘We Care’, launched by the 
monthly Indian Gulf magazine.

The initiative targeted a significant number of motorists and road users; and as part of 
the campaign, medical kits for precautionary measures against COVID-19 were distributed.

Major Rashid Balhoun, Head of the Community Police Section, highlighted that the 
department’s participation was an affirmation of the human values that the police force upholds.

UMM Al Quwain Police have warned against responding to people who stop passersby 
and ask for information under the pretence that they are police or security officers.

Using its official Instagram account, the Umm Al Quwain Police General Command 
stressed the importance of verifying a person’s identity by requesting a police or security 
officer ID.

The police force also highlighted the importance of noting down the vehicle number if 
anyone suspects that the driver is impersonating a security officer.
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Al Shamsi evaluates local projects supported by Sharjah Police

Ajman Police staff undergo project management training

Fujairah Police conclude beach safety initiative

MAJOR General Saif Al Zari Al Shamsi, 
Commander-in-Chief of Sharjah Police, led the 
periodic session of discussing and evaluating the 
results of the local projects being supported by the 
police force during the first half of 2021. 

The session was held in the presence of Brigadier 
Abdullah Mubarak bin Amer, Deputy Commander-in-
Chief of Sharjah Police, and several directors of local 
project owners.

Several security and safety-related projects were 

discussed to achieve the strategic objectives of 
Sharjah Police and to enhance security in the emirate.

Al Shamsi applauded the efforts of the project 
owners as well as the remarkable results achieved by 
these projects.

BRIGADIER Ali Humaid Al Musaybi, Deputy 
Director of Resources and Support Services at Ajman 
Police, witnessed the graduation of 45 employees 
from various Ajman Police departments.

They had passed a comprehensive two-week 
training programme related to Microsoft Project, 

implemented by the Strategy and Performance 
Development Department in coordination with leading 
experts in project management.

Brigadier Ali Obaid Al Shamsi, Director of the 
Strategy and Performance Development Department, 
said, “The training programme targeted a range of 

staff from various functional categories from different 
departments of Ajman Police, to train them in globally 
approved project management methods and systems, 
and providing them with the knowledge and skills 
needed in monitoring and implementing projects and 
measuring their impact.”

THE Fujairah Police General Command, 
represented by the Media and Public Relations 
Department, concluded the activities of the 
‘Beaches are Safe’ initiative.

The initiative was launched due to some 
incidents of drowning near some beaches. It was 
aimed at preserving the safety of beachgoers and 
cutting the risk of drowning, especially since the 
eastern coast region is open and has torrential 
currents, deep pits in some areas, and rapid 
changes in the weather condition. The initiative 
raised awareness amongst all beachgoers on the 
need to adhere to safety measures during 
swimming and to wear a life jacket.
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FACTS & FIGURES

1st
Abu Dhabi's global position in the 'Ranking of the Safest Cities 

for Q1 of 2021' report, which was published by London-based 

analytics consortium Deep Knowledge Group. The emirate of 

Dubai also came third in this list of 50 cities in the world.

1st
UAE's position in the list of the Arab World's most competitive 

industrial sector, according to the latest ‘Competitive 

Industrial Performance Index’ by the United Nations Industrial 

Organisation. The country ranked 30th globally amongst 152 

countries.

3rd
UAE's ranking in the ‘Emerging Economies on Future 

Readiness Index’ published by the Portulans Institute in 

partnership with Google. The UAE's high performance on the 

index is attributed to its innovation-led strategies to ensure 

business continuity amidst the COVID-19 pandemic.

3rd 
UAE's global ranking in the annual ‘Cigna 360° Well-Being Survey’ 

with an overall score of 66.2 points. The country recorded high 

resilience across five key indices comprising physical, family, 

social, financial, and work.

 

15th
UAE's global ranking in the ‘COVID-19 Resilience Index’ released 

by Bloomberg (based on August 2021 data). The country placed 

1st amongst Middle East-countries in terms of exceptional 

COVID-19 pandemic management.

MOI'S FAZAA DISTRIBUTES 10,000 SCHOOL BAGS

The Ministry of Interior's Social Security Fund (Fazaa) has distributed a total of 10,000 
school bags along with other school supplies, as part of its community drive for the start 
of the new academic year. The initiative aims to advance the spirit of giving through 
social responsibility and solidarity.

BE IN THE LOOP

A Fazaa staff handing out a school backpack

MOI PARTICIPATES IN ARAB GULF 
SECURITY 3 MEETING

The UAE Ministry of Interior took part in the third virtual conference meeting of the 
GCC High Joint Committee for the Mobilisation Exercise of Security Forces, also 
known as the 'Arab Gulf Security 3'. The high-level meeting focused on enhancing 
cooperation and coordination between security forces to confront crises and 
emergencies.

M
oI

M
oI

INTERIOR MINISTER LEADS DIGITAL QUALITY OF 
LIFE COUNCIL MEETING

With the goal of enhancing the UAE's digital competitiveness index, His Highness Lt 
General Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, led 
a virtual meeting of the Digital Quality of Life Council. The meeting, which was 
conducted in the presence of the Minister of Community Development HE Hessa bint 
Essa Buhumaid, reviewed emerging changes and challenges in the digital sphere.

HH Sheikh Saif bin Zayed

Delegation from the MoI

M
oI
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NEWS

UAE NEWS BULLETIN
POLICE NEWS, PEOPLE, NUMBERS AND EVENTS

Abu Dhabi Police have busted a drug trafficking ring 
composed of 142 members and seized 816kg of narcotic 
substances. Authorities obtained messages, photos and 
videos of illegal drugs peddled by the gang members on social 
media. The police force urged the public to block and report 
messages promoting narcotics. 

ABU DHABI

816kg 

AJMAN

40 tonnes
Around 40 tonnes of expired food products unfit for 
human consumption were seized in a warehouse in 
the emirate of Ajman. The Department of Economic 
Development said that the foodstuff was intended to 
be distributed in the markets, with tampered 
expiration dates. The items were immediately 
destroyed, while the warehouse was shut down. 

Dubai Customs has smashed an attempt to 
smuggle 64 live falcons into the emirate through 
the Hatta Border. They discovered the smuggled 
wildlife hidden inside a vegetable lorry without 
proper health documents as required by law. The 
seized falcons were handed over to the veterinary 
quarantine department at the Ministry of Climate 
Change and Environment.

DUBAI

64

A 34-year-old expat in Sharjah suffered from brain 
haemorrhage after he was attacked with a hammer by a 
group of men. He identified one of the attackers as the 
man who purchased his old car, which he failed to 
process for transfer of ownership. This suspect was 
later arrested after authorities found narcotics in his 
vehicle. Buhairah Police Station has launched an 
investigation into the incident.

SHARJAH

34 years old
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UMM AL QUWAIN

Civil defence in Umm Al Quwain put out a massive fire 
that broke out at 1:48pm at a tyre warehouse in the 
Umm Al Thuoub area. Firefighting teams and other 
related agencies from adjacent emirates helped in 
putting out the blaze. All workers were evacuated and 
no casualty was reported.

1:48pm

FUJAIRAH

An inspection operation by 

authorities from the Dibba Al 

Fujairah Municipality led to the 

confiscation of 25kg of naswar and 

other harmful tobacco products. 

The operation, in coordination with 

Fujairah Police, was part of the drive 

to curb the use of harmful tobacco 

products in the emirate. 

25kg

RAS AL KHAIMAH

An Asian domestic help went on trial at the Ras Al 
Khaimah Misdemeanour Court for allegedly selling 
three luxury cars to his employer at the amount of 
Dhs1.65 million. The complainant claimed that he 
was duped after learning that the vehicles belonged 
to a rental firm. The defendant’s lawyer argued, 
however, that the documents attributed to him were 
forged. The accused would continue to remain in 
custody pending the verdict.

Dhs1.65 million
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RESIDENCY

BY GEORGE MACQUOID

AS THE START OF ANOTHER 50 YEARS OF GALLOPING 

PROGRESS, THE UAE GOVERNMENT ROLLS OUT ALL-NEW VISA 

REFORMS TO ALLOW EXPATS TO ADVANCE THEIR LIFE AND 

CAREER IN THE COUNTRY. HERE’S ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW

FEELS 
LIKE 

HOME
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W
ith an eye on further 

diversifying the economy and 

attracting a wider range of 

talent to the country, the UAE in September 

2021 announced yet another round of visa 

reforms for foreigners, continuing with the 

strategic residency policy that saw the 

launch of the Golden visa in late 2019. The 

new reforms include the Green visa, the 

freelancer visa, and expanded eligibility 

criteria for the Golden visa.

The UAE is well into its shift from an oil 

economy to a knowledge economy. It’s 

a way of future-proofing the country, by 

drawing upon an infinite resource rather 

than a finite one. Marking its Golden 

Jubilee this December, the country has 

lined up ‘Projects of the 50’, a programme 

of development and economic projects that 

would take the nation towards the goals 

of UAE Centennial 2071. The residency 

reforms come under the first lot of initiatives 

within this programme.

Along with the new visas, the reform 

package includes one-year residency 

extension for humanitarian cases; extension 

of children’s age limit on parents’ residency 

from 18 to 25 years; and — one of the 

most important features of all — extension 

of residency grace period upon job loss 

or retirement to 90-180 days, from the 

prevailing grace period of 30 days. 

At a time when the global job market 

has been disrupted by the pandemic, the 

extended grace period comes as a relief 

to expats, giving them more time to stay 

in the UAE and find a new job within that 

extended period. It also gives lifelong 

residents enough time to settle their affairs 

in the UAE after retirement before moving 

back to their home country.

From the perspective of comprehensive 

change, the UAE residency reforms 

introduced over the past two years give 

expats a greater sense of being rooted 

in this country and give them further 

encouragement to become entrepreneurs. 

Consequently, the visa reforms would draw 

more talent and investment to the UAE.

Stressing on the success story that the 

UAE is writing for the new era, President 

His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed 

Al Nahyan, stated, “Our sole, abiding 

mission is to provide the best possible life 

for citizens and residents of the UAE. The 

economy will lead the UAE’s path for the 

next 50 years, with a political approach 

that is based on peace and dialogue. The 

upcoming phase will see comprehensive 

and balanced development of all the UAE’s 

regions and sectors.”

Calling the ‘Projects of the 50’ 

programme a “roadmap” for the “new 

era”, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed 

bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President 

and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler 

of Dubai, wrote on Twitter: “As directed 

by HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al 

Nahyan and discussed with HH Sheikh 

Mohamed bin Zayed, the UAE announces 

the ‘Principles of the 50’, which paves 

the strategic roadmap for the country’s 

new era of political, economic and social 

development.”

The Vice President added: “The UAE is 

one destination, one economy, one flag, 

one leader, and over the next 50 years, 

everyone will work as one team to achieve 

our goals. Our values during the next 

50 years will remain as set down by the 

founders to be the best, most noble and 

most generous people.”

For his part, His Highness Sheikh 

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown 

Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 

Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, 

said, “The UAE’s 10 principles for the next 

50 years will be the core guidelines for all 

our institutions to strengthen the union, 

build a sustainable economy and harness 

all possible resources to build a more 

prosperous society. Fostering positive 

regional and global relations to achieve 

The UAE’s '10 
Principles For the 

Next 50 Years' will be the 
core guidelines for all our 
institutions to strengthen 
the union, build a 
sustainable economy and 
harness all 
possible 
resources to 
build a more 
prosperous 
society

HH SHEIKH MOHAMED

BIN ZAYED AL NAHYAN
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy 

Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

Our sole, abiding 
mission is to 

provide the best possible 
life for citizens and 
residents of the UAE. 
The upcoming phase will 
see comprehensive and 
balanced development of 
all the UAE’s 
regions and 
sectors

HH SHEIKH KHALIFA 

BIN ZAYED AL NAHYAN
UAE President

balanced development of 
all the UAE’s 
regions and 
sectors

The UAE is one 
destination, one 

economy, one flag, one 
leader, and over the 
next 50 years, everyone 
will work as one team to 
achieve our goals. Our 
values during the next 
50 years will 
remain as set 
down by the 
founders to 
be the best

HH SHEIKH MOHAMMED 

BIN RASHID AL MAKTOUM
Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE 

and Ruler of Dubai

values during the next 
50 years will 
remain as set 
down by the 
founders to 
be the best

sustainable economy and 
harness all 
possible 
resources to 
build a more 
prosperous 
society
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our national goals and support peace and 

stability across the world will be the centre 

of our priorities over the upcoming phase.”

GO-TO DESTINATION

These visa measures are aimed at 

accelerating the UAE’s development as the 

go-to global destination for investors and 

skilled individuals. This is aligned with its 

Centennial goal of becoming the world’s 

best country on all or most indicators.

Earlier, when the Golden visa had been 

announced, the government had also 

announced a 5-year residency visa for 

those studying in the UAE, and a 10-year 

visa for exceptional students. At that time, 

the pandemic was nowhere on the horizon, 

but these reforms aimed at students turned 

out to be almost prescient.

It was reported in August 2021 that 

the UAE had become the top education 

destination for students from India. 

Overseas Indian students — the second 

largest international student population 

in the world, after the Chinese — had 

long been keen to go to the United 

Kingdom or the United States for higher 

studies. But now the UAE has taken the 

No. 1 spot on the priority list of Indians, 

followed by Canada at No. 2 and the US 

at No. 3. This has been made possible 

by the UAE leadership’s attention on 

the education sector, facilitating the 

establishment of world-class campuses 

of world-class institutions over the years. 

Then, visa reforms rewarding merit 

made the UAE a still more attractive 

destination for students.

In the post-COVID-19 world, winning 

the hearts and minds of expats is 

essential for the UAE, which has 

been steadily diversifying its non-oil 

economy. Science, technology, health, 

education, culture are the new drivers 

of sustained economic growth — and 

for that, the country needs the most 

innovative individuals. This residency and 

immigration restructuring is necessary 

for the UAE to advance its position as an 

ideal destination for work, investment, 

entrepreneurship, education, and living.

His Excellency Mohammad bin Abdullah 

Al Gergawi, Minister of Cabinet Affairs, 

stated, “Over the past five decades, the 

UAE has opened its doors, ports, skies, 

and economic sectors to become a 

destination for all, and we will continue 

on this path as we establish a pathway 

for 50 more years of development 

and opportunity. ‘Projects of the 50’ 

presents to the world a unified economic 

and investment identity for the next 

developmental stage in the UAE, 

establishing an agenda for the next 

50 years based on development and 

opportunity.”

Members of the newly created Emirati Talent Competitiveness Council during the unveiling of 
the second set of programmes under the 'Projects of the 50'
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Over the past five 
decades, the UAE 

has opened its doors, 
ports, skies, and economic 
sectors to become a 
destination for 
all, and we will 
continue on 
this path

HE MOHAMMAD BIN 

ABDULLAH AL GERGAWI
Minister of Cabinet Affairs
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Dubai and Abu 
Dhabi are amongst 

the latest success stories 
in the global city ranking, 
solidifying their improved 
positions on the back of 
the UAE proving 
to be a regional 
haven in a year 
of crisis

CHRISTOPHER DANIEL
Managing Director and Partner, Boston 

Consulting Group Middle East

TOP CITIES FOR WORK

In a recent survey of over 209,000 

people from 190 countries, led by Boston 

Consulting Group (BCG) Middle East and 

Bayt.com, the UAE has emerged amongst 

the world’s Top 20 best countries to 

work, rising one place from 19th in 2018 

to 18th in 2021. 

In addition, two of UAE’s emirates also 

reached the Top 10 of the world’s best 

cities to live and work in, with Dubai at 3rd 

and Abu Dhabi at 5th place.

“Dubai and Abu Dhabi are amongst 

the latest success stories in the global 

city ranking, solidifying their improved 

positions on the back of the UAE proving 

to be a regional haven in a year of crisis… 

The country attracts a highly mobile 

workforce and 94 per cent of UAE workers 

were also willing to work abroad in 2020 

compared to 50 per cent globally,” said 

Christopher Daniel, Managing Director and 

Partner, BCG Middle East.

SELF-SUFFICIENCY FOR EXPATS

Being able to live in the UAE has 

always been associated with having a 

local sponsor; for most people, this would 

be their employer. Non-working family 

members would have to be sponsored 

by a working spouse or a working parent, 

who in turn would need a local sponsor.

The Green visa gives expats more 

control over their lives, as they can 

sponsor themselves, independent of their 

employer, and can live in the UAE for 

90-180 days even if they lose their job or 

retire from work. Additionally, they can 

sponsor their parents and their children up 

to the age of 25. His Excellency Dr Thani 

bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi, Minister of State 

for Foreign Trade, was quoted as saying 

that this visa was meant for “highly skilled 

individuals, investors, businesspeople, 

entrepreneurs, as well as exceptional 

students and post-graduates”.

Another first-of-its-kind visa that was 

launched is the federal freelancers’ visa. 

This allows freelancers — effectively 

self-employed people not tied to one 

Widows / Divorcees
Grace period of up to one year, up 

from 30 days

Residents who lost 
jobs or retired
Grace period of 90-180 days, up 

from 30 days

Families
Now allowed to sponsor sons/

daughters until 25 years old, up 

from 18 years

Teens aged 15-18
Now allowed to work part-time, with 

approval from parent / guardian

Who benefits 
from UAE’s 
relaxed 
residency rules? 

RESIDENCY

These visa measures are aimed 
at accelerating the UAE’s 

development as the go-to global 
destination for investors and skilled 
individuals. This is aligned with its 
Centennial goal of becoming the 
world’s best country on all indicators
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single job — to apply for a visa where they 

themselves are the sponsors.

While similar to the Green visa, the 

freelancers’ visa has a specific target 

group: people in digital sectors such as 

Artificial Intelligence, digital currencies, 

and blockchain, who are all self-employed 

and wish to sponsor their families and 

bring them to the UAE. This visa also 

attracts specialists, professionals, and 

retirees to be engaged in the country’s 

fundamental sectors in the near future.

EXTENDED GOLDEN VISA COVERAGE 

When launched in 2019, the Golden visa 

got a rapturous welcome from expats. This 

long-term residency visa (duration of 5 or 10 

years) was meant for top business leaders; 

cultural artists; high net worth individuals; 

significant investors; and the brightest 

students. One of the salient features is that 

a Golden visa holder can have 100 per cent 

ownership of his/her business.

Following the latest round of residency 

reforms, Golden visa eligibility was 

expanded to include chief executive 

officers, senior managers, and 

specialists in the fields of engineering, 

health, education, science, business 

management, and technology.

In the months leading up to the 

announcement of ‘Projects of the 50’, 

many medical frontliners in the UAE were 

elated to have been granted the Golden 

visa. For them, this 10-year residency visa 

reflected the UAE leadership’s forward-

looking vision to entice highly skilled 

medical professionals and engage them in 

a state-of-the-art healthcare ecosystem.

In an interview with WAM, Dr Salima 

Wani, Consultant in Obstetrics and 

Gynaecology, Chair of Academic Affairs 

and Deputy Chief Medical Officer at 

Corniche Hospital, Abu Dhabi, said that 

the Golden residency scheme was a 

badge of honour for frontliners’ dedication. 

“For me, the Golden residency for doctors 

is like giving doctors a golden opportunity 

in appreciation of their work in providing 

healthcare to members of the community, 

especially during the COVID-19 

pandemic,” she said.

For Dr Koshi Georgey, Consultant 

Cardiologist and Medical Director of 

Burjeel Medical City in Abu Dhabi, “the 

UAE has always been at the forefront in 

this region for innovation and strategic 

planning, and is one of the most preferred 

countries in the world to live and work”.

GARNERING EXPERIENCE

Teenagers in the UAE will also be given 

an opportunity to begin contributing to the 

country through special temporary work 

permits. From the age of 15, both citizens 

and residents will be allowed to take up 

part-time jobs to gain experience in their 

preferred corporate and/or service sector 

without having to compromise on their 

studies. The work permit will be valid for 

one year.

Dr Al Zeyoudi said that this measure 

would help students learn to identify and 

seize opportunities, an experience that’d 

be different from the usual work placement 

experience given by their respective 

schools and universities. “Anyone who’s 

living here, who’s above 15 years old, 

can apply for a temporary job. We don’t 

want them to stop their education but it’s 

a temporary visa to give them access to 

their market, shape up their skills and see 

the sectors they want to study and want to 

have a future in,” said the minister.

The qualified teenagers need to first 

get formal approval from their parent and/

or guardian. Their relatives must likewise 

have a valid residence visa and must be 

physically fit to work.

For their own safety, the teenagers are 

not allowed to work in establishments 

that have violations recorded by local 

authorities. Ministerial Decree No. 1189 

of 2010 also prohibits teenagers from 

working in oil refineries; mines and 

quarries; ice and refrigeration plants; and 

factories dealing with hazardous materials. 

A working teenager will not be allowed 

to exceed six hours of work per day, which 

includes a one-hour break. Establishments 

are not allowed to force teenagers to work 

overtime or on holidays. 
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Families now would 
choose to undertake 

greater investment in 
their businesses, real 
estate, and long-term 
investments in the UAE, 
knowing they 
do not have 
to ultimately 
leave

ATTY SHAI ZAMANIAN
Director at the American Legal Centre in Dubai

BENEVOLENT GESTURE

Mikaila Betham, a British expat for 14 

years, hailed these new visa measures, 

saying, “This series of residency reforms 

provides us with light after the bleak 

months under COVID-19. It reflects the 

UAE’s benevolent gesture of giving back 

to the expat community for what they 

have contributed to the national economy 

through the years.”

In February 2021, commenting on 

the major announcement that expats 

— a select few — could apply for the 

UAE passport and, therefore, take 

advantage of its mobility benefits, 

Atty Shai Zamanian, Director at the 

American Legal Centre in Dubai, said 

that this would immediately result in 

more investment in the UAE. Quoted in 

a CNBC report, the US-licensed lawyer 

said, “One of the immediate effects on 

the UAE economy will be that families 

now would choose to undertake greater 

investment in their businesses, real 

estate, and long-term investments in 

the UAE, knowing they do not have to 

ultimately leave.”

MULTIPLE-ENTRY TOURIST VISA

Tourism is a key sector in the UAE, 

and it has enormous potential to power 

the country’s next 50 years. Ahead of 

the opening of the Expo 2020 Dubai, a 

six-month event that begins this month, 

the UAE government launched a 5-year 

multiple-entry tourist visa.

It would enable frequent travellers to 

come to the UAE multiple times during 

the 5-year validity period, without the 

need for a visa application every time. 

However, on each visit, the traveller 

can stay for only 90 days at a stretch, 

with the provision of extending the 

stay by another 90 days. This is a self-

sponsorship visa, with no need for a local 

sponsor in the UAE, and it’s available to 

people of all nationalities.

The UAE Cabinet first announced the 

launch of the 'Multi-Trip' visa on March 

21, 2021. In August 2021, the Federal 

Authority for Identity and Citizenship (ICA) 

announced that it had started the process 

of accepting registrations through its 

website, www.ica.gov.ae. 

FOR THE FIVE-YEAR ‘MULTI-TRIP’ TOURIST VISA

8 STEPS TO APPLY

01

Visit the
ICA website
www.ica.gov.ae

Go to
‘E-channel
Services’
from the main
menu on the
website

Step

Fill up the
application 
form with your 
passport 
information and
other personal
details

Attach your
photograph,
passport copy,
and other 
required 
documents

Review your
application

05
Step 07

Step

02
Step

Select the option:
‘Visa – 
multi-trip / 
tourist long-
term (5 years)
for all 
nationalities/
visa issuance’

04
Step

06
Step

Make the fee
payment. ICA has 
yet to state specific 
amounts regarding 
the payment for 
the visa. 

08
Step03

Choose and
click ‘Public 
services’

Step

NOTE: Authorities advise that prior to visiting the UAE, visa holders should check the latest PCR test requirements as outlined by the country’s Ministry of Health and Prevention. Till 
mid-September, a 48-hour PCR test was required before boarding a flight to the UAE.

Source: ICA UAE on Instagram
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 THIS IS
OUR TIME!

BY WILLIAM DOYLE

WITH THE OPENING OF EXPO 2020 DUBAI AND MOMENTUM BUILDING 

UP FOR THE NATIONAL GOLDEN JUBILEE, PEOPLE AND VISITORS IN 

THE UAE ARE EXPERIENCING A TIME LIKE NO OTHER IN ITS HISTORY — 

999 PRESENTS AN OVERVIEW OF THE EVENT PREPARATIONS, RISING 

BUSINESS CONFIDENCE, AND EXPO HIGHLIGHTS 
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I
n the making for eight years, Expo 

2020 Dubai has finally begun in 

the UAE. The inauguration of the 

first World’s Fair hosted by an Arab 

country marks the start of six incredible 

months showcasing the best in global 

technological and cultural innovation, 

intersecting with the national Golden 

Jubilee celebrations. This is a time like 

no other in the history of the UAE, and 

its impact will be felt for years, decades 

to come.

Not only will the Expo months bring 

millions of visitors to the UAE, but they 

will also create deep trust in the country’s 

ability to stage world-class events while 

facing and overcoming the challenges of 

a public health crisis, alongside giving the 

international community a glimpse of this 

nation’s tech-led progress, right from the 

time they land at any of the UAE airports.

These events — Expo and the 50th 

anniversary — are setting the template 

for how the UAE will progress towards 

its Centennial in 2071. One of the key 

areas on the country’s economic map 

is tourism, and this year, as the world 

emerges from the pandemic, the UAE 

is amongst the first to restart tourism. 

Its measures include travel corridors, 

thorough COVID-19 screening, and 

stringent quarantine protocol to ensure 

the utmost safety of visitors.

Simultaneously, the UAE has maintained 

one of the best rates of vaccination. The 

total number of doses administered, as of 

September 24, 2021, crossed 19.77 million. 

All age groups, starting from toddlers aged 

three, had vaccines made available to 

them by August 2021.

The surge in visitor numbers would 

have a cascading positive effect on retail, 

hospitality, real estate, and general trade. 

Tourism is directly tied to civil aviation, in 

which the UAE is a world leader, thanks 

to its flagship carriers Emirates and 

Etihad, complemented by other popular 

budget airlines. This is the year when 

the UAE kicks off the next phase of its 

dominance in these sectors.

The Mobility Pavilion

Amidst this critical phase in the history of 
mankind, Expo 2020 Dubai will provide a 

unique opportunity for the world to come together, 
exchange knowledge and develop innovative 
solutions for a better future
HH SHEIKH MOHAMMED BIN RASHID AL MAKTOUM
Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

unique opportunity for the world to come together, 
exchange knowledge and develop innovative 
solutions for a better future
HH SHEIKH MOHAMMED BIN RASHID AL MAKTOUM
Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

GLOBAL CONVERGENCE

Dubai, the site of Expo 2020, is 

witnessing the convergence of over 

200 participants, including 191 countries, 

marking a first in the Middle East, Africa 

and South Asia. Over 182 days, from its 

opening on October 1, 2021, to its closing 

ceremony on March 31, 2022, visitors will 

immerse themselves in a multicultural 

landscape where they get to experience 

the world in one place.

On December 2, 2021, as the UAE 

turns 50, grand celebrations will be 

held across all seven emirates. The 

celebrations will also be a launchpad for 

the next 50 years.

In early September, His Highness 

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 

Maktoum, Vice President and Prime 

Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, 

personally visited the Expo 2020 site 

to inspect the final preparations for the 

opening. “We look forward to receiving 

delegations from 191 countries as well as 

businesses, multilateral organisations, and 

educational institutions, who will join in the 

making of a better tomorrow for humanity. 

Amidst this critical phase in the history 

of mankind, Expo 2020 Dubai provides 

a unique opportunity for the world to 

come together, exchange knowledge 

and develop innovative solutions for 

a better future. The world meets here 

to discover new paths for progress 

and prosperity and shape a future that 

will enable communities to thrive and 

overcome various challenges,” said the 

Vice-President.

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 

added that the UAE was more than ready 
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to host both Expo 2020 Dubai and the 

Golden Jubilee. He said, “I’m confident 

in our teams’ ability to ensure [that] Expo 

2020 is held in an environment that 

embraces the highest global benchmarks 

of safety and security. We have all the 

technical capabilities, human resources 

and field measures required to ensure the 

best atmosphere for our guests.”

GROWING NUMBERS

Tourism is one of the biggest 

contributors to the GDP of the UAE. Prior 

to the COVID-19 pandemic, it posted 

Dhs159.1 billion, equivalent to 12.1 per 

cent of the GDP, in 2019 and was forecast 

to grow at 5.1 per cent per annum.

In anticipation of Expo visitors, the 

hospitality sector in the UAE dedicated 

108,040 keys (rooms) in the coming 

months. “The supply in the market 

is expected to increase at a CAGR 

(compound annual growth rate) of 8 per 

cent between 2021 and 2023. This will 

introduce an additional 17,470 keys to the 

market,” according to the MENA Hotels 

Quarterly Review study conducted by 

Colliers, released in February 2021.

A measure guaranteed to drive a 

tremendous increase in footfall for 

the UAE’s tourism market came on 

August 30, when the Federal Authority 

for Identity and Citizenship (ICA) and 

the National Emergency Crisis and 

Disasters Management Authority 

(NCEMA) announced that they had 

reopened applications for tourist visas, 

provided that an applicant is already 

fully vaccinated with one of the WHO-

approved COVID-19 vaccines.

His Excellency Dr Ahmad Belhoul 

Al Falasi, Minister of State for 

Entrepreneurship and SMEs and 

Chairman of the Emirates Tourism 

Council, stated, “The tourism sector was 

able to achieve outstanding performance 

Stunning aerial photo of Expo 2020 Dubai at night

Commuters are in for a treat, with 

126 public buses dedicated to take 

visitors to Expo 2020 Dubai for free!

HE Mattar Mohammed Al Tayer, 

Director General, Chairman of the 

Board of Executive Directors of the 

Roads and Transport Authority, 

and Commissioner General for 

Infrastructure, Urban Planning and 

Well-Being, said that these buses 

would pick up passengers from nine 

locations all around Dubai. Two new 

routes have been launched to pick 

Expo visitors from their hotels.

RTA will also facilitate ease of 

movement between Expo gates. A 

1,956 daily trips
Expo Rider bus trips every Saturday to 

Wednesday

2,203 daily trips
Expo Rider bus trips every Thursday and 

Friday

3-60 minutes
Service frequency of each bus to and 

from Expo 2020

1,191 daily trips
Bus movement within Expo site every 

Saturday to Wednesday

1,377 daily trips
Bus movement within Expo site every 

Thursday and Friday

193 trips
Inter-emirate bus rides to and from Expo 

2020 site from Saturdays to Wednesdays

213 trips
Inter-emirate bus rides to and from Expo 

2020 site every Thursday and Friday

total of 1,956 daily trips will run 

from Saturday to Wednesday, 

which will increase to 2,203 trips 

every Thursday and Friday in 

anticipation of more visitors due to 

the weekends.

The nine stations that will serve 

free trips on Dubai RTA’s “Expo 

Rider” buses include Palm Jumeirah, 

Al Baraha, Al Ghubaiba, Etisalat, 

Global Village, International City, 

Dubai Silicon Oasis, Dubai Mall, 

and the Dubai International Airport. 

These stations have bus frequencies 

that vary anywhere from 3 minutes 

to 60 minutes.

EXPO 2020
FREE PUBLIC BUS RIDES TO THE EVENT SITE THE NUMBERS
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rates and enhanced the level of recovery 

from the impact of the COVID-19 crisis 

to stand today and move towards a 

new stage of growth and development 

to further increase its contribution to 

supporting the national economy.”

BUSINESS FORECAST

Business confidence has been rising 

because of Expo 2020 Dubai and the 

Golden Jubilee celebrations. A study 

led by Dubai Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry on the Business Leaders’ 

Outlook for Q3 2021 marked a 15 per cent 

increase, as business owners forecast 

better conditions from 51 per cent in Q2 

to 66 per cent in Q3. Amongst the survey 

respondents, confidence in the UAE’s 

business environment saw an 18 per cent 

increase, from 48 per cent in the second 

quarter to 66 per cent in the third quarter.

“These findings demonstrate Dubai’s 

success in minimising the impact of the 

COVID-19 pandemic through a series of 

policies, initiatives, and measures that 

have ensured a favourable business 

environment and addressed new 

challenges created by the pandemic. 

Expo 2020 Dubai is expected to fast-

track Dubai’s economic recovery and 

boost the emirate’s appeal amongst 

foreign companies and investors,” said 

Hamad Buamim, President and Chief 

Executive of the Dubai Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry.

HOSPITALITY GAINS

Even before the Expo, UAE hotels 

gained ground, with 62 per cent 

occupancy rates in the first six months 

of 2021, an 8.4 per cent jump from 53.6 

per cent occupancy rate in H1 2020, 

according to statistics from the Emirates 

Tourism Council.

Hotel guests comprised of both local 

and international tourists rose to 2.3 

million during H1 2021, growing by 77 

per cent from 1.3 million guests during H1 

2020. This translated into increased total 

hotel revenues from Dhs8.6 billion in H1 

2020 to Dhs11.3 billion in H1 2021.

In a media interview in late August 

2021, Tom Stevens, Area Vice-President 

at the hotel and resorts group Rotana, 

expressed his optimism that the UAE was 

on track for a tourism boom in the final 

months of 2021 and in the years to follow, 

thanks to the country’s progressive steps 

in easing tourism rules, while ensuring 

the safety of all visitors.

“Proactive policies implemented by the 

government such as the UAE strategy for 

domestic tourism, various visa reforms, 

and the upcoming highly anticipated 

Expo 2020, represent some of the most 

encouraging signs instilling greater 

(business) confidence in the long-term 

prospect. The easing of travel restrictions 

to and from the UAE over the past few 

weeks to key feeder markets will further 

boost the recovery of the country’s 

hospitality sector within this year.”

This follows months of preparations 

in the country’s tourism destinations — 

these initially focused on ‘staycation’ 

packages for UAE citizens and residents, 

and then expanded capacities to receive 

overseas visitors for the Expo. The 

government restarted domestic tourism 

with an extensive awareness campaign 

on social distancing and sanitising.

Expo 2020 Dubai is 
expected to fast-

track Dubai’s economic 
recovery and boost 
the emirate’s appeal 
among foreign 
companies 
and 
investors

HAMAD BUAMIM
President and Chief Executive of the Dubai 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Proactive policies 
implemented by 

the government such 
as the UAE strategy 
for domestic tourism, 
various visa reforms, 
and the upcoming highly 
anticipated Expo 2020, 
represent some of the 
most encouraging signs 
instilling greater business 
confidence 
in the 
long-term 
prospect

TOM STEVENS
Area Vice President at Rotana Hotel 

Management Corporation Ltd

EXPO 2020:
DEDICATED METRO STATION FROM OCTOBER 1

Dubai Metro commuters will gain direct access to the Expo 2020 station starting 

October 1, the date from which the Roads and Transport Authority officially opens 

the station to the public. The station initially opened exclusively for employees and 

individuals given access to the Expo 2020 Dubai site.

Route 2020 has a total of 11.8km of elevated tracks and 3.2km of underground 

tracks, serving around 270,000 residents within the route.

The other stations have already opened in phases since January 2021 — they’re 

The Gardens, Discovery Gardens, Al Furjan, Jumeirah Golf Estates, and Dubai 

Investment Park. 
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AIRPORT PREPARATION

Dubai International Airport (DXB), 

the busiest in the world in terms of 

international passenger traffic in pre-

pandemic times, received 10.6 million 

passengers in H1 2021. Releasing this 

figure around mid-August, the managing 

body Dubai Airports, which also oversees 

We have already 
witnessed some of 

our busiest weekends 
of the year in July, and 
with major international 
events such as the Dubai 
Expo 2020 and Dubai 
Airshow 2021 lined up for 
the months ahead, the 
outlook for 2021 in terms 
of passenger 
numbers looks 
very promising

PAUL GRIFFITHS
CEO of Dubai Airports

Visitors to Expo 2020 Dubai will each 

receive a special ‘golden’ passport that 

they can use for their ‘trip around the 

world’ during the 182-day event.

The passport aims to entice visitors to 

see as many pavilions as they can, out 

of the pavilions of over 192 participating 

countries. The booklet contains 

intricate designs inspired by the three 

thematic areas: Mission Possible – The 

Opportunity Pavilion; Alif – The Mobility 

Pavilion; and Terra – The Sustainability 

Pavilion. It also includes designs of the 

iconic Al Wasl Plaza, skylines of the UAE’s 

emirates, as well as other sights that are 

unique to the UAE.

In addition, the passport has 

several security features, including a 

special unique code number, a place 

to put the owner’s passport-sized 

photo and personal details, as well as 

hidden watermarked images on each 

of its pages.

The passport’s colour pays homage 

to the UAE’s celebration of its ‘Golden 

Jubilee’. A special page has been 

dedicated to the Founding Father of the 

UAE, the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 

Nahyan, with a page that is stamped with 

gold foil and a photograph from 1971.

In line with this, visitors to the Expo 

on December 2 are set to receive an 

exclusive stamp to commemorate the 

UAE’s 50th anniversary.

The passport is priced at Dhs20 and 

is available for purchase from all official 

Expo 2020 Dubai stores located at the 

Expo site and Dubai International Airport 

Terminal 3 and from expo2020dubai.

com/onlinestore.

EXPO 2020:
YOUR ‘GOLDEN’ 
PASSPORT AWAITS

the Al Maktoum International Airport aka 

Dubai World Central (DWC), spoke of 

important new developments.

“In anticipation of the robust recovery 

of global air travel, we started the second 

half on a high note by reopening Terminal 

1 and Concourse D — the home terminal 

for our 60 international carriers, after 15 

months of hibernation, to accommodate 

the seasonal rush of travellers over the 

summer holidays,” said Paul Griffiths, CEO 

of Dubai Airports.

The rush is only going to increase, 

as the UAE enters its main travel 

season of October-to-February with 

the unprecedented attractions of the 

Expo and the Golden Jubilee events. 

Optimising capacity is vital for giving the 

world a great travel experience.

Griffiths said: “This [reopening] was 

essential to facilitate the continued 

expansion of the route networks of 

our home base carriers Emirates and 

flydubai, whose joint network spans 

168 destinations and growing. We have 

already witnessed some of our busiest 

weekends of the year in July, and with 

major international events such as the 

Dubai Expo 2020 and Dubai Airshow 

2021 lined up for the months ahead, the 

outlook for 2021 in terms of passenger 

numbers looks very promising.”

EXPO 2020:
FREE DAY PASS FROM EMIRATES

Emirates, the official airline of Expo 2020 Dubai, is giving a free day pass 

to each of its passengers who fly with the airline to any destination during the 

182-day event. The complimentary ticket is valid for any one day of the Expo 

from October 1, 2021, to March 31, 2022.

Passengers can visit the Emirates’ website and fill in their details with their 

last name and booking reference or ticket number. Emirates will then e-mail 

the Expo pass to the passengers. 

SCAN TO GET 
YOUR PASS
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EXPO 2020:
EVENTS YOU SHOULDN’T MISS THIS OCTOBER

At Expo 2020 Dubai, every single day will be a unique experience, with immersive audiovisual content for visitors and 

game-changing international engagements for businessmen and investors. Here’s a quick list of top events in October.

PARADE – COLOURS OF THE WORLD
12:45pm daily; Ghaf Avenue

Each participating country will present its national and/or 

honour day celebration that will highlight its culture.

KALEIDOSCOPE
Evening time, daily

When the sun sets, visitors will enjoy a fantastic light show 

through the Kaleidoscope – with various art projections and 

installations to watch.

LATE NIGHTS @ EXPO
10:30pm, Thursdays and Fridays; Jubilee Stage

Weekly performances by various artists await visitors at the 

Jubilee Stage, as the UAE says hello to weekends. 

FRANCE NATIONAL DAY
October 2, Saturday; Jubilee Stage

Right off the Expo 2020 opening, France hosts the Expo’s 

first-ever national day with various entertainers and 

performers. 

EXPO SPACE WEEK
October 17-23

The first thematic week of Expo 2020 Dubai takes the world 

to outer space, with highlights and updates expected from 

the UAE’s Hope Probe and its upcoming mission to the Moon 

through the Rashid Rover.

FIRDAUS ORCHESTRA
October 23, Saturday

AR Rahman, the Oscar- and Grammy-winning musician from 

India, has created the ‘Firdaus Orchestra’, which features an 

all-female line-up.

HARLEM GLOBETROTTERS
October 29-30, Friday-Saturday

Expect ball-handling wizardry, comedy, and impressive 

performances from the Harlem Globetrotters, who will 

entertain spectators of all ages. 

HALLOWEEN
October 31, Sunday

Ireland will spearhead the Halloween festival at Expo 2020 

Dubai through its Samhain Gaelic Festival at the Dubai 

Millennium Amphitheatre, with special performances from the 

Irish Folk Theatre Group, Siamsa Tire. 
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EXPO 2020 SHOWCASES 
AN OPEN ARAB NATION

Ali Obaid is a veteran Emirati commentator and 
writer on local issues; he currently heads the News 

Centre at Dubai Media Incorporated

With Expo 2020 Dubai, the UAE has vowed to present an exhibition 
that would be engraved in the memory of future generations 

I
n November 2013, the French capital Paris was the site of a 

vote on the city that would host Expo 2020. Dubai was 

competing against Izmir in Turkey, Sao Paulo in Brazil, and 

Yekaterinburg in Russia. In the end, Dubai won, even though the 

countries had mobilised powerful support for their candidate cities.

HE Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Minister of 

Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, told Dubai TV, 

which was broadcasting the vote live, that no other country 

enjoyed a population as supportive as 

that of the UAE. He noted that aside 

from the country’s geographical position 

and economic ties, the UAE was 

respected and appreciated in 

international circles, which was one of 

the key factors contributing to Dubai’s 

hosting of Expo 2020.

The eight years have passed quickly 

between November 2013 and October 

2021, despite the outbreak of the novel 

coronavirus and the event being delayed 

by a whole year.

Finally, Expo 2020 has become a 

reality. There is no doubt that the events 

in the UAE, and in Dubai during this period, would be 

spectacular. The Expo team began working from the moment 

Dubai won the bid to organise the exhibition. Later, invited 

delegations travelled to the Expo to mark their participation in 

this world’s fair that has a 170-year history. This is the first 

World Expo to be held in the Middle East, Africa and South 

Asia, and the first Expo hosted by an Arab country.

On the eve of announcing Dubai as the winner for hosting the 

The Eiffel Tower in 
Paris, the Seattle 
space needle, 
television and even 
Heinz ketchup are 
some of the things 
that the World Expo 
has given us in its 
history

Expo, HE Reem Al Hashimy, UAE Minister of State for International 

Cooperation and Director General of Expo 2020 Dubai, said that 

this victory set a precedent for the Arab World, as well as for 

Africa and South Asia, between which the UAE lies. 

The UAE vowed to present an exhibition that would be engraved 

in the memory of future generations as an example of innovation. 

The country is showcasing a tolerant and open Arab nation.

This is how the UAE manages the organisation of an event, and 

this is how Dubai markets itself, harnessing 

all the possibilities to achieve success, 

ensuring accuracy in planning, design, and 

implementation.

In comparison between all the previous 

global exhibitions over the past 170 years 

and the upcoming Dubai Expo, we can see 

the difference between what the world has 

offered and what Dubai will offer to the 

world during the next six months. 

The wonderful preparation for this 

global event, and the services that 

visitors can enjoy at the exhibition 

headquarters and its pavilions, extend 

over 4.38 square kilometres, filled with 

beauty and recreation.

The Eiffel Tower in Paris, the Seattle space needle, television 

and even Heinz ketchup are some of the things that the World 

Expo has given us in its history, spanning from the first exhibition 

held in London in 1851 to the latest in Milan, Italy, in 2015. 

In Dubai, from October 1, 2021 until March 31, 2022, people 

from all around the world will connect, exchange ideas, learn, and 

innovate, because Expo always brings us together.

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior
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BY ORLANDO WILSON

TRANSNATIONAL ORGANISED RACKETS ENGAGED IN DRUG 

SMUGGLING, HUMAN TRAFFICKING, AND MONEY-LAUNDERING 

ARE A GLOBAL MENACE. THE UAE HAS CAST THE NET WIDER 

TO COMBAT THEM

CRIMINALS 
WITHOUT 
BORDERS
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CRIME

A
ll too often, when people fall for 

an exceedingly lucrative money-

making deal; or give in to the 

temptation of a job offer overseas; or 

agree to carry a sealed package in return 

for a fat courier fee, they don’t know that 

they’ve walked into a trap. Transnational 

criminals have their fingers in every 

rotten pie — money-laundering, human 

trafficking, narcotics, smuggling the body 

parts of endangered animals, and more. 

Not only do they prey on targets, but they 

also pull people into their dark world as 

accomplices, threatening social harmony 

and national security.

Media headlines again reminded people 

about transnational crime in August 2021, 

when the Dubai Court of Appeal increased 

the jail term of a gang of Asians convicted 

in a human trafficking case. Four out of 

six people in the gang had their jail term 

increased from 7 years to 10 years; and the 

other two had their term increased from 3 

years to 7 years. They were all involved in 

keeping a girl trapped in an apartment and 

forcing her into prostitution. 

The girl, aged 15, had been asked by 

a woman in her own country to come 

to the UAE and work as a maid. The girl 

had refused at first, but the woman went 

on persuading her and eventually the 

girl agreed. Then the woman put her in 

touch with another contact, who handled 

the girl’s passport and visa. When the 

minor arrived in the UAE, expecting to 

be taken to her place of work, she was 

instead taken to that apartment and held 

a prisoner. The gang was busted after the 

police conducted a sting operation, with a 

detective posing as a client.

The girl’s case — a fake job offer and 

then sexual slavery — is one of the most 

common forms of human trafficking, and the 

UAE frequently sees these cases because 

it’s such an attractive work destination for 

people from many other nations.

To combat all types of cross-border 

organised crime, the UAE, which has 

made security the central pillar of its 

nation-building strategy, collaborates 

with a number of international security 

organisations, including the International 

Criminal Police Organisation (Interpol). 

Because these criminals are not limited 

by countries’ borders — their operations 

are now a combination of physical and 

digital — investigation and arrest also 

have no borders and all countries need to 

work together. The UAE signed the United 

Nations Convention against Transnational 

Organised Crime (UNTOC) in 2002 and 

ratified the convention in 2007.

In November 2018, the UAE hosted 

the 87th General Assembly of Interpol, 

attended by more than 1,000 official 

delegates from 195 countries, including 

40 ministers and 85 police chiefs. His 

Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 

Al Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime 

Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, 

and Lieutenant General His Highness 

Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy 

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, 

inaugurated the general assembly at 

Madinat Jumeirah in Dubai.

On another occasion, emphasising 

on how several types of transnational 

crimes were linked to each other, Saud Al 

Shamsi, Deputy Permanent Representative 

and Chargé d’affaires of the UAE to 

Lt General HH Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, during his 
keynote address at the 87th Interpol General Assembly in Dubai in November 2018 

Human trafficking victims rescued by Interpol in 'Operation Liberterra’, participated in 
by the UAE Ministry of Interior last July 2021
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the UN, said, “As the main commercial 

and financial centre of the Middle East, 

the UAE works diligently to combat 

international extremism and organised 

crime. There is a growing linkage between 

extremists and criminals from organised 

crime syndicates. Extremists benefit 

from the trafficking of persons, weapons, 

cultural property, natural resources, 

and financial resources to support their 

operations. Therefore, the elimination of 

international terrorism requires disrupting 

every source of financial and logistical 

support, including organised crime.”

COMBATING HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

With a very large population of expats, 

and job opportunities being varied, people 

from all walks of life come to work in 

the UAE. That makes it easy for human 

traffickers to promise jobs to victims 

and then enslave them once they leave 

their country. The UAE is aware of this 

problem and has legal and rehabilitation 

infrastructure to deal with this. 

In July 2021, the UAE Ministry of 

Interior (MoI) worked with Interpol on 

‘Operation Liberterra’, which involved 

47 other nations and targeted migrant 

smuggling and human trafficking 

gangs. This operation resulted 

in 286 individuals being 

arrested and 430 victims 

of human trafficking 

being released 

internationally.

Speaking 

of the 

MoI’s 

pivotal role 

in this global 

operation, after 

hosting the operation 

room of the joint forces 

from the Middle East, 

Asia and North 

Africa, Lt Col Dana 

Humaid, Director 

General of the 

International 

Affairs Bureau at 

the Ministry said: 

“Human trafficking 

is one of the major 

security threats being faced 

by countries across the world. It has 

evolved into a multi-billion-dollar industry 

led by organised criminal groups. While 

it is challenging to determine the scale of 

the problem, experts agree that millions of 

victims are trafficked every year, either for 

forced labour, sexual exploitation, removal 

of organs, or people smuggling. The 

The elimination 
of international 

terrorism requires 
disrupting every source 
of financial and 
logistical support, 
including 
organised crime

SAUD AL SHAMSI
Deputy Permanent Representative and Chargé 

d’affaires of the UAE to the UN

THE NUMBERS

1st
The UAE was the first country in 

the region to enact a strict anti-

human trafficking law in 2016, which 

has been amended over time to 

specifically cover the crimes of sexual 

exploitation, prostitution, organ 

trafficking, and other related crimes. 

Dhs10,000 
and jail term
Penalty and punishment for 

people who publish the names or 

photographs of victims or witnesses 

involved in human trafficking 

cases, according to the UAE Public 

Prosecution.

Up to Dhs17.6 trillion
Total worth value of transnational 

organised crime operations per 

year which accounts for 7 per 

cent of the world’s gross domestic 

product, according to the Global 

Initiative, an independent civil-society 

organisation, headquartered in 

Geneva, Switzerland. 

human cost that extends beyond 

the victims, families, friends, and 

communities is incalculable.”

“This is why we are proud 

that the UAE has been able to 

support Interpol in this important 

and successful operation. 
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CRIME

As many of you will know, the UAE has 

been an active player in the campaign 

against human trafficking, and firmly 

believes in the importance of strong 

national as well as international efforts to 

combat human trafficking,” she stressed. 

“However, given the transnational 

nature of human trafficking, no country 

can combat human trafficking by itself. 

It is critical that there is cross-border 

cooperation. This is where Interpol plays 

a critical role. It facilitates the sharing of 

information and operational collaboration 

between member countries.”

In 2006, the UAE was the first country 

in the region to enact a strict anti-human 

trafficking law, which has been amended 

over time to specifically cover the crimes 

of sexual exploitation, prostitution, organ 

trafficking, and other related crimes. 

Law enforcement in the UAE always has 

worked to protect the victims of crimes 

or witnesses of crimes, especially those 

connected to human trafficking cases. 

On July 30, 2021, marking the World 

Day against Trafficking in Persons, 

the UAE Public Prosecution made a 

clear statement that there would be 

imprisonment and fines of not less than 

Dhs10,000 against those people who 

publish by any means the names or 

photographs of victims or witnesses 

involved in human trafficking cases.

The Abu Dhabi Shelter and 

Humanitarian Care Centre (Ewa’a) is for 

women and children who are victims of 

human trafficking and sexual exploitation. 

Ewa’a is responsible for providing care, 

safe shelter, health, and psychological 

care to victims of human trafficking and all 

forms of domestic violence. The centre’s 

responsibilities also include developing 

human trafficking and domestic abuse 

awareness programmes to prevent crimes.

The Dubai Foundation for Women and 

Children (DFWAC) is the first licensed 

non-profit shelter in the emirate for women 

and children who are victims of domestic 

violence and human trafficking in the 

UAE. It was established in July 2007 to 

offer victims immediate protection and 

support services, in accordance with 

international human rights regulations 

and UAE laws. The DFWAC provides free 

services to women and children in its 

care. The services include a helpline, safe 

shelter, case management, medical care, 

psychological support, counselling, legal, 

consular and immigration assistance. 

There are additional centres under 

the supervision of Abu Dhabi Police that 

provide all necessary support for victims of 

human trafficking in conjunction with the 

relevant government agencies. 

SENSATIONAL ARRESTS

Close networking 

amongst international 

crimefighting 

agencies is 

essential 

to combat 

organised 

crime, which is a disease that spreads 

rapidly when it gets a foothold in an area, 

city, or country.

On the surface, these criminals usually 

give the appearance of being established 

businesspeople to hide their illegal 

dealings and activities. They use their fake 

personas to win the trust and confidence 

of those around them, so they can seek 

out future accomplices or future victims. 

The criminals’ strategy is to entrap 

their victims and then exploit them. After 

winning a victim’s trust, the criminals 

will ask for small favours until the victim 

willingly commits a crime, however small. 

Now, the criminals will have something to 

The UAE has been 
an active player 

in the campaign against 
human trafficking, and 
firmly believes in the 
importance of strong 
national as well as 
international efforts 
to combat 
human 
trafficking

LT COL DANA HUMAID
Director General of the International Affairs 

Bureau, Ministry of Interior

Officers at the Ministry of Interior during its hosting of an Operation 
Coordination Unit for 'Operation Liberterra’
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Ewa’a is responsible 
for providing care, 

safe shelter, health, 
and psychological care 
to victims of human 
trafficking and all forms 
of domestic 
violence
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use against the victim if the latter becomes 

non-cooperative; usually, threats are made 

that the victim would be exposed and 

arrested. The frightened victim has no 

option but to do as the criminal demands 

— and so the blackmail and exploitation 

properly begin.

These people are everywhere around 

us, in every country. The UAE, because 

of its prosperity and opportunities, 

attracts not only the best global talent but 

also quite a few criminals connected to 

international rackets. However, it's unwise 

of such characters to think that they 

can hide in the UAE and carry out their 

operations from here. This country has law 

enforcement agencies that are amongst 

the world's best and are well networked 

with their counterparts in other regions 

of the world. This collaboration results in 

some sensational arrests and gang busts 

from time to time.

On April 21, 2021, one of the UK’s most-

wanted fugitives was arrested in Dubai. He 

was a drug trafficker from Liverpool who 

had been on the run for eight years before 

being arrested. Officers from the UK 

National Crime Agency said that he had 

been using false identities after escaping 

a police raid on a café in Rotterdam, in the 

Netherlands, that was believed to be a 

front for a drug cartel. 

In September 2020, Dubai Police 

arrested a leader of the “Kompania Bello”, 

a transnational organised crime gang 

involved in drug trafficking operations 

between Latin America and Europe with 

a value of €350 million (Dhs1.5 billion). 

As part of an international operation 

code-named ‘Los Blancos’, Dubai Police 

arrested the kingpin, who was wanted 

by the Italian authorities. The operation, 

which involved the anti-drug departments 

of 10 countries, resulted in apprehending 

20 other wanted gang leaders in a 

synchronised series of international raids. 

FAKE JOBS SET THE TRAP

The transnational criminal gangs involved 

in human trafficking entrap their victims 

usually with offers of decent, well-paying 

jobs in international locations. They 

advertise fake jobs in local newspapers and 

on the Internet, or the criminals approach 

possible victims through social media. 

The human trafficking gangs tend to 

target people from poor and developing 

countries, where the police and 

government response will be minimal if 

one of their citizens disappears. When 

the victims arrive at meeting points where 

they believe they’ll be taken to their 

destination, they’re kidnapped. In the 

cases of sexual exploitation, the trafficking 

gangs take the girls’ passports, travel 

papers, and traffic them to illegal brothels 

where they are usually drugged and 

forced to work as prostitutes.

If the families of these victims report 

them missing to their countries’ law 

enforcement, there’s not much they can 

do, as the victims left home by their own 

free will. From the police perspective, 

they are young and maybe they just don’t 

want to call their families, and there’s no 

evidence to launch an investigation. So, 

the victims are lost until they can escape 

or are recovered by law enforcement 

agencies in the country where they’re 

being forcibly held.

About this particular type of 

transnational crime, Ken Pennington, 

Retired Police Superintendent at the 

Police Services of Northern Ireland & Law 

Enforcement Consultant, said, “After 30 

years in policing in Northern Ireland and 

across the world, I became very aware 

A notorious international drug kingpin 
arrested by UAE police
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A leader of the transnational organised gang “Kompania Bello” involved in 
drug trafficking operations between Latin America and Europe 
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CRIME

of the crime that is modern slavery and 

human trafficking. That in itself is shocking, 

and when you see the effects it has on 

the victims and their families, you can only 

conclude that those behind such crimes 

have no human decency… In recent years, 

law enforcement internationally has taken 

the fight against the human trafficking 

gangs and there have been very positive 

results, but the war is far from over. It will 

take a lot more resources and cooperation 

to bring these criminals down, but we are 

heading in the right direction.”

MONEY LAUNDERING

The scale of transnational organised 

crime is staggering. In 2016, it was 

estimated to be worth $3.6 trillion 

(Dhs13.212trn) up to $4.8 trillion (Dhs17.6trn) 

a year and accounts for 7 per cent of the 

world’s gross domestic product, according 

to the Global Initiative, an independent 

civil-society organisation, headquartered 

in Geneva, Switzerland. With international 

law enforcement agencies actively 

targeting the profits from organised crime, 

it’s becoming more and more difficult for 

criminals to hide their money. 

In June 2021, the UAE Central Bank 

issued new guidelines to help financial 

institutions to combat money laundering 

and terrorism financing. The UAE already 

had very strict laws to deal with this 

and now the legal mechanism has been 

strengthened. A new agency has been 

set up specifically to identify money 

launderers and those suspected of 

financing terrorists and organised crime.

As per the UAE Ministry of Economy: 

“Money laundering is defined as any 

financial or banking transaction aimed 

at concealing or changing the identity 

of illegally obtained funds by passing 

them through the financial and banking 

system in order to make them appear as 

originating from legitimate sources, and 

then re-pumping and investing them in a 

legal manner contrary to their real nature.”

The effects of money laundering on 

a country’s economy, government, and 

social well-being include undermining the 

legitimate private sector; undermining 

the integrity of financial markets; loss of 

control over economic policy; economic 

distortion and instability; loss of revenue; 

and a national reputation risk.

The social cost of money laundering 

includes allowing organised criminal 

groups to expand their operations and 

seize control of the economic power 

from the regulated financial markets, the 

government, and the citizens. In extreme 

cases, money laundering can lead to a 

complete breakdown and takeover of a 

legitimate government. 

Combating this crime is a complex and 

dynamic international issue. With modern 

technology and communications that 

know no boundaries, stopping the global 

flow of illegal money requires increased 

international cooperation. 

The UAE sets an example for the world 

by handing out stiff punishment in money 

laundering cases. In July 2021, the Abu 

Dhabi Criminal Court sentenced a gang of 

nine to 10 years in jail for money laundering 

activities and for scamming Dhs18 million 

through fake cryptocurrency trading. 

WHAT IS
MONEY
LAUNDERING?

As per the UAE Ministry of Economy: 

"Money laundering is defined as 

any financial or banking transaction 

aimed at concealing or changing 

the identity of illegally obtained 

funds by passing them through the 

financial and banking system in order 

to make them appear as originating 

from legitimate sources, and then 

re-pumping and investing them in a 

legal manner contrary to their real 

nature.”

The scale of transnational organised crime 
is staggering. In 2016, it was estimated to be 

worth $3.6 trillion (Dhs13.212trn) up to $4.8 trillion 
(Dhs17.6trn) a year and accounts for 7 per cent of the 
world’s gross domestic product

When you see the 
effects it has on 

the victims and their 
families, you can only 
conclude that those 
behind such 
crimes have 
no human 
decency

KEN PENNINGTON
Retired Police Superintendent of Police Services 

of Northern Ireland 
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ABOUT THE WRITER: Orlando Wilson has 
worked in the security industry internationally 
for over 28 years. He is the chief consultant 
for Risks Inc. and based in Miami but spends 
much of his time travelling and providing 
a wide range of kidnapping prevention 
and tactical training services to private and 
government clients.

GLOBAL OPERATIONS

In June 2020, the Federal Bureau of 

Investigations, United States, worked 

with UAE law enforcement agencies 

to locate and arrest an African social 

media scammer. This individual was 

arrested from Dubai with another man, 

a Mr Ponle, and both were extradited 

to the US and charged with conspiracy 

to commit wire fraud and laundering 

hundreds of millions of dollars obtained 

from cybercrimes. Police recovered 

$40 million (Dhs147mn) in cash, 13 luxury 

cars, 21 computers, 47 smartphones, 

and the addresses of nearly two million 

alleged victims from this one criminal 

operation alone. 

The UAE Ministry of Economy’s 

Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU) analyses 

suspicious transactions and activities 

that could involve money laundering, 

terrorism financing, and related criminal 

activities, by means of reports from 

financial institutions and designated 

non-financial businesses and professions 

(DNFBPs) that share knowledge to 

detect illegal activities. FIU encourages 

collaboration with local, regional and 

international partners.

The UAE FIU is part of the international 

network of FIUs, and the first Gulf entity to 

use the ‘goAML’ system, developed by the 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

With its enhanced security systems, 

a world-class police force and strong 

international relations with a multitude 

of law enforcement agencies, the UAE is 

one of the key players in the fight against 

transnational crime. 
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YOU CAN HELP THE VICTIMS

Citizens and residents should be aware that the crime of human trafficking exists 

everywhere, even in the UAE. If they spot the signs that someone could be a victim of 

human trafficking, they should report it to the police immediately. The main areas where 

the victims of human trafficking are identified are at travel terminals such as airports, bus 

stations, or ferry ports. But they could also be a worker that you see daily.

Human trafficking is often a crime that’s hidden in plain sight — the victims may be working at 

a shop you visit regularly or living in a house close to yours — so everyone needs to be aware 

of the warning signs. Some indications, especially in the case of women and children, that they 

may be a victim of human trafficking can include:

• Appearing malnourished

• Showing signs of physical injuries and 

abuse

• Avoiding eye contact and social interaction

• Fear of government officials and police

• Only giving scripted or rehearsed answers 

to questions

• Being a stranger who has suddenly 

appeared in that area

• Lacking official identification documents

• Living at their place of employment or in 

crowded apartments or houses

• Not being allowed to go out in public alone 

or speak for themselves

• Frequenting hotels/motels with older 

males

• Showing signs of poor physical or dental 

health 

• Tattoos or branding on the neck and or 

lower back to show they are owned by 

criminals 

• Suffering from untreated sexually 

transmitted diseases

• Working in locations where security 

measures appear to be keeping people 

inside an establishment 

If you’re suspicious that someone is a victim of human trafficking, sexual exploitation, or 

domestic abuse within the UAE, you may call 800SAVE, a dedicated Ewa’a hotline that 

facilitates the reporting of cases of human trafficking and enables victims to request protection. 

You may also call the following numbers to report similar incidents: +9712-2222000 

(National Committee to Combat Human Trafficking) or +9714-6082347 (Dubai Police-Control 

Centre of Human Trafficking). 

By reporting such crimes as human trafficking, you could be helping to put a criminal behind 

bars and giving the victim their freedom back. 

(UNODC) to combat money laundering 

and the financing of terrorism. The goAML 

system is an integrated system used by 

an FIU to receive, analyse, and distribute 

suspicious transaction reports in a fast and 

efficient manner.
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BY SAM CHARLESTON

AIRPORTS AND SEA PORTS ARE A COUNTRY’S INITIAL INTERFACE WITH 

VISITORS. TO BLOCK THE WAY FOR CRIMINALS, CONTRABAND, AND 

BANNED INDIVIDUALS, THE UAE CONTINUES TO BOLSTER ITS TECH AT 

THESE IMPORTANT ENTRY AND EXIT POINTS

FIRST LINE 
OF DEFENCE
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O
ver the past almost two years, 

border closures have been the 

norm across the world because 

of the pandemic and, to the public, going 

through security checks primarily meant 

getting screened for COVID-19 and 

presenting a negative certificate. However, 

the agencies and personnel that manage 

the exit and entry points of any country 

have to stay alert to a long list of dangers 

that have preceded the pandemic.

Cross-border crimes can be of many 

types: virtual crimes include money 

laundering and intellectual property 

theft; physical crimes range from human 

trafficking and smuggling to extremism. In 

these highly digitalised times, sometimes 

the virtual and physical crimes merge, 

e.g. fake passports created through 

digital technology that gives a person 

unauthorised physical entry into a country.

Therefore, a country’s entry and 

exit points, which are its first line of 

defence against cross-border crimes, 

must be strengthened with the latest 

advanced technology solutions. Tech 

plays a crucial role in boosting national 

resilience, while automation processes are 

reducing potential operational errors and 

minimising vulnerabilities.

The UAE is a leader in using technology 

to curb cross-border crimes, and its 

security infrastructure is being developed 

further in view of the World Expo starting 

in Dubai in October 2021. For instance, 

“to detect forged passports, about 1,700 

trained first-line officers are deployed 

across the counters of Dubai ports”, 

reported Amicus International Consulting, 

an agency that specialises in issues 

related to cross-border movements 

and implementation of peace treaty 

features. Aqil Ahmed Alnajjar, Director 

of the Document Examination Centre at 

the General Directorate of Residency 

and Foreigner Affairs (GDRFA) in Dubai, 

said, “These officers are strapped for 

time, so we train them to spot signs of 

impersonation within six seconds, and 

fake passports within maximum of five 

minutes.” The officers are aided by 

advanced retro-checks — tech that helps 

double-check suspicious travel documents 

— that can be done at every counter at the 

Dubai airports. “Most of the cases we see 

are fake first pages of passports, which 

are detectable at least 80 per cent of the 

time to frontline officers,” said Alnajjar. 

If the frontline officers can't absolutely 

be certain if there's forgery, then they 

escalate the case to second-line officers.

According to the GDRFA official, a large 

percentage of the fake passport-holders 

SECURITY

AQIL AHMED ALNAJJAR
Director of the Document Examination Centre 
at the General Directorate of Residency and 

Foreigner Affairs in Dubai

Most of the cases 
we see are fake first 

pages of passports, which 
are detectable at least 
80 per cent of the time 

to frontline 
officers

80 per cent of the time 
to frontline 
officers

A safety feature of a passport in the lab at GDRFA 
Document Examination Centre at Dubai airport
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discover that they’ve been conned. “Many 

people from developing countries fall 

victim to forgers who promise them a 

better life away from the political conflicts 

in their countries. They sell all they have to 

get their so-called new passports, which 

they are unaware are fake,” said Alnajjar.

For the destination nation — in this case, 

the UAE — it’s essential to know who’s 

here with a fake passport, even if the 

person is harmless and a victim of fraud, 

in order to maintain national security and 

social harmony.

Then there are outright crimes such 

as attempts to smuggle large quantities 

of narcotics into the UAE or to use the 

country as a transit point for sending 

drugs to other Gulf nations. The massive 

hauls reported from time to time prove 

the scale of the threat — for instance, 

in December 2020, Sharjah Customs 

seized at a sea port a single shipment of 

123kg of crystal meth, which had been 

hidden in steel boxes at the bottom of 

a refrigerated container of fruits and 

vegetable. To prevent such attempts, the 

security apparatus relies on a variety of 

resources, from human intelligence to 

technology. Land and sea ports in the UAE 

are equipped with fixed and portable X-ray 

machines and scanners for the inspection 

of things as small as an article of luggage 

or as large as a truck.

PIONEER OF AIRPORT TECH

As one of the world’s most important 

trade and business hubs, and as a 

major re-export and transit centre, the 

UAE experiences a constant stream of 

people crossing its borders daily. As a 

result, authorities in the country never let 

their guards down to fighting smuggled 

counterfeit goods and illegal immigration, 

amongst other problems.

With the country targeting economic 

diversification and promoting itself as 

a centre for global trade and tourism, 

efficient border management is now more 

vital than ever.

The Ministry of Interior (MoI), 

responsible for maintaining the UAE’s 

border security, has always been one 

step ahead. It deployed its Iris Biometric 

Solutions a decade ago.

Back in 2011, the MoI and IDEMIA, a 

French company specialising in security 

and identity solutions, through the joint 

venture EIMASS, launched the world’s first 

multi-biometric eBorders project at Abu 

Dhabi Airport, to increase border security 

and improve the passenger experience.

The eBorders project marked the 

first deployment of a comprehensive 

border management solution, with a 

multi-biometric entry and exit system, by 

E-Gates at Abu Dhabi International Airport ensure faster, more 
secure border control processes

Back in 2011, the 
MoI and IDEMIA 

launched the world’s first 
multi-biometric eBorders 
project at Abu Dhabi 
Airport to increase border 
security and improve the 
passenger experience

GDRFA Dubai officers checking travel documents
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a sovereign nation. The success of this 

project led to its extension to the country’s 

four other international airports in 2014.

Enabled by the contactless solution, 

the UAE’s eBorders project included face, 

iris, and fingerprint biometrics. As part 

of the project, the company developed 

eGates that allowed passengers to walk 

effortlessly through border control without 

the need for human inspection.

In March 2021, the busy airports of 

Dubai rolled out yet another addition to 

the emirate’s already surreal entry/exit 

experience for passengers. This time, 

iris scanners were installed to verify 

passenger identity and eliminate the need 

for any human interaction when entering 

or leaving the country. Headlines said: 

“At Dubai airport, travellers’ eyes become 

their passports” — this was science fiction 

meeting the real world.

The latest time-saving Facial 

Recognition technology powered by 

Artificial Intelligence was also launched 

amid the ongoing fight against the novel 

coronavirus pandemic and the emerging 

need for contactless travel.

Dubai’s Iris Scan tech, the result of a 

project between carrier Emirates and the 

Dubai immigration office, connects the iris 

data to the country’s Facial Recognition 

database, so the passenger needs no 

identifying documents or boarding pass.

“The future is coming,” said Major 

General Obaid Muhair bin Suroor, 

Deputy Director of the GDRFA in 

Dubai. “Now, all the procedures have 

become ‘smart,’ [taking] around five 

to six seconds.” Such sophisticated 

technologies are now helping the 

emirate handle millions of incoming 

passengers every year. Bin Suroor 

added that Dubai’s immigration office 

“completely protects” passengers’ 

personal data so that “no third party can 

see it”.

IDENTIFICATION TECH

Technology now plays a critical role in 

enabling security professionals to cope 

with their increasing responsibilities. 

National defence and border security 

mechanisms have to counter rapidly 

changing threats, risks, and the fallout of 

international conflicts.

“Governments and public transportation 

centres are enhancing cyber-security 

through a variety 

of technologies. 

Some of the most 

modern include 

Facial Recognition 

— the ability 

of a computer 

to process the 

images of people 

from cameras and 

other imaging 

systems and 

compare them 

to known threat 

actors and 

terrorists,” said 

Morey Haber, 

Chief Technology 

Officer and Chief 

Information 

Security Officer 

at BeyondTrust, 

an American 

company 

specialising 

in privileged identity management, 

privileged remote access, and vulnerability 

management products.

“Other technologies being used are 

Object Identification — the ability of 

cameras and imaging systems to identify 

objects that may be considered a threat. 

This includes everything from weapons to 

unattended luggage. We are also seeing 

increased use of Emotional Recognition,” 

said Haber.

Using the same imaging techniques as 

Facial Recognition, the tech for Emotional 

Recognition applies Artificial Intelligence 

Expressions that can be identified by Emotion Recognition tech
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Dubai’s Iris Scan 
tech, the result 

of a project between 
carrier Emirates and the 
Dubai immigration office, 
connects the iris data 
to the country’s Facial 
Recognition database, so 
the passenger needs no 
identifying documents

Passengers at the Dubai International Airport now complete the entry 
procedures using the latest time-saving Facial Recognition technology
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to a video-feed and applies a model to 

determine the honesty, deception, and 

emotion of the individual being assessed 

to determine their actual intent or if they’re 

being deceptive.

“While these technologies focus on the 

human element, advancements in other 

monitoring and detection technologies 

assist with other forms of attacks. 

Examples include the Backscatter X-Ray, 

which provides an image of people 

and objects to security teams that can 

penetrate layers of clothing and bags to 

identify objects that may pose a threat, 

and Radiation Detection. Real-world 

radiation detection is a security 

requirement 

in highly 

sensitive 

public areas,” said Haber.

Many regulators today are also looking 

at incorporating Computed-Tomography 

(CT) scanners into their checkpoint lanes, 

according to Cameron Mann, Global 

Market Director for Aviation at Smiths 

Detection, a designer and manufacturer of 

security detection systems.

CT scanners have been used to scan 

checked luggage for years, but now 

they’re being expanded to carry-on 

luggage as well. This will eliminate the 

need to remove electronic devices and 

liquids from hand luggage, allowing 

passengers to keep items such as 

perfumes and laptops in their bags as 

they pass through security at 

a transport hub.

Several major US airports 

are already using CT 

technology to check 

carry-on bags, and in 

the coming months, 

the Transportation 

Security 

Administration, which 

is the US aviation 

security agency, plans to install these 

scanners at 145 airports across the country.

In the UAE, Smiths Detection 

has launched a new training and 

demonstration centre in Dubai to 

familiarise customers with its latest 

security solutions. These include 

high-speed CT explosives-detection 

systems, such as the HI-SCAN 6040 

CTiX; portable threat- and narcotic-

detection technologies, such as the 

IONSCAN 600; and checkpoint and 

smart lane technologies, iLane.evo and 

Checkpoint.Evoplus.

“The establishment of our training 

centre reiterates our long-term 

commitment to the UAE and the wider 

Middle East region. The new training 

centre will support the UAE’s security 

and 

radiation detection is a security 

requirement 

in highly 

sensitive 

perfumes and laptops in their bags as 

they pass through security at 

a transport hub.

Several major US airports 

are already using CT 

technology to check 

carry-on bags, and in 

the coming months, 

the Transportation 

Security 

Administration, which 

is the US aviation 

centre reiterates our long-term 

commitment to the UAE and the wider 

Middle East region. The new training 

centre will support the UAE’s security 

The UAE has joined 
the International 

Maritime Security Construct 
in November 2019. This entity 
protects the interests of its 
members and their merchant 
ships when passing through 
maritime corridors

centre will support the UAE’s security centre will support the UAE’s security 
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A CT scanner that's designed with 
advanced aviation cabin baggage 
screening capability
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defence sector to continue its role as the 

regional industry powerhouse,” said Tom 

Squier, Head of Market for the Middle 

East at Smiths Detection.

GUARDING SEA PORTS BETTER

The UAE’s booming maritime sector is 

of crucial importance in terms of social and 

economic development. According to the 

World Shipping Council, two of the world’s 

top 50 container ports are in the UAE, and 

more than 61 per cent of cargo destined 

for GCC states arrives via UAE sea ports.

To enhance the safety of maritime 

navigation and international trade, 

the UAE has joined the International 

Maritime Security Construct. This entity 

protects the interests of its members 

and their merchant ships when passing 

through maritime corridors. Its operation 

area covers the Strait of Hormuz, Bab 

Al Mandab, the Sea of Oman, and the 

Arabian Gulf.

The UAE’s membership in November 

2019 came in support of global efforts to 

deter threats to maritime navigation and 

trade, in order to secure the flow of energy 

supplies and maintain international peace 

and security.

Another recent effort saw the Federal 

Customs Authority (FCA) initiate 

procedures to unify customs systems 

across the UAE. According to Ali Saeed 

Matar Al Neyadi, Customs Commissioner 

and Chairman of FCA, implementing 

the new electronic system will promote 

compliance with customs procedures 

and security measures at border ports, 

benefiting local customs administrations, 

merchants, importers, exporters, and 

cargo agencies.

Furthermore, the UAE launched a 

defence conglomerate in late 2019 

known as Edge. The new company brings 

together more than 25 Emirati entities, 

including subsidiaries of Emirates Defence 

Industries Company, Emirates Advanced 

Investments Group, and Tawazun Holding, 

together employing around 12,000 people 

and with a combined annual revenue of 

around $5 billion (Dhs18.35bn).

With the establishment of Edge, the 

UAE aims to bolster its defence against 

unconventional threats, in particular 

electronic attacks and drones, and reduce 

its dependence on imported defensive 

equipment. The company plans to do 

that by developing deeper partnerships 

with international original equipment 

manufacturers, defence contractors, small 

and medium enterprises, and the academia, 

implementing advanced technologies 

such as cyber-physical systems, robotics, 

smart materials, with a focus on Artificial 

Intelligence across all its products and 

services.

DOORS CLOSED ON IMPOSTORS

Around the world, airports have been 

trialling various devices to increase security 

resilience. With passenger numbers 

predicted to double to 8.2 billion by 2037, 

according to the International Air Transport 
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A high-resolution monitor of CT scanner 
for passengers' luggage

Smart Tunnel facilitates passport control procedure within 10 seconds 
at the departure section of Terminal 3 at DXB Airport
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MOREY HABER
Chief Technology Officer and Chief Information 

Security Officer at BeyondTrust

Using modern 
technology, 

governments, and 
sensitive public areas 
can monitor and detect 
threats. The critical key 

for all of these 
technologies 
is to be non-
intrusive

many years, has advanced thanks to 

rapid graphics processing units that 

have fallen in price and cloud database 

security. The identification management is 

transforming national security and border 

ID technology.

In 2019, thousands of CCTV cameras 

using automatic Facial Recognition 

technology in Dubai helped in the arrest 

of 319 suspects under the ‘Oyoon (Eyes)’ 

project that employs Artificial Intelligence. 

Covering tourist destinations, public 

transport and general traffic surveillance, 

the cameras of various Dubai government 

agencies have become part of the new 

project to provide a live feed to a Central 

Command Centre to tackle crime in the 

emirate.

Moreover, a Smart Tunnel in its 

trial phase has been deployed at the 

departure section of Terminal 3 at Dubai 

International Airport, the first of its kind in 

the world. The tunnel facilitates passport 

control procedure within 10 seconds, as 

passengers have to simply walk through 

the tunnel without showing or scanning 

the travel document. The Smart Tunnel 

is open to business and first-class 

passengers at this trial stage and will be 

expanded to other classes in future.

Haber explained, "Using modern 

technology, governments, and sensitive 

public areas can monitor and detect 

threats. The critical key for all of these 

technologies is to be non-intrusive and 

blend seamlessly into the environment.”

Association (IATA), enhancing airport 

security is high on governments’ agendas.

In the UAE, as the pressure to effectively 

handle 11 million foreign visitors to the 

Expo increases, there’s a pressing need 

to close the door on impostors while 

welcoming genuine visitors.

Facial Recognition, the next level 

of border identification technology, is 

now being trialled in the country. The 

technology will identify or authenticate 

individuals by comparing their face against 

a database of known faces. It will enable 

border control agents to check whether 

an individual has submitted a passport 

application under more than one name as 

well as automate passport checks.

This technology, developed over 
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BY K NIVEDITA

THE UAE, THE WORLD’S MOST VACCINATED COUNTRY, IS ALSO ONE 

OF THE FIRST TO BE ABLE TO DECLARE VICTORY OVER THE PANDEMIC. 

NOW IT’S POISED TO HARVEST THE BENEFITS OF EXPO 2020 DUBAI

NATION

STEPPING
INTO THE

LIGHT
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HH SHEIKH MOHAMMED  BIN RASHID AL MAKTOUM
Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

The worst of the pandemic has 
passed. The UAE has worked as one 

team and made the country amongst the 
best globally in the fight against COVID-19

H
ow many times, in the past 

year-and-a-half, have you 

wondered when would the novel 

coronavirus pandemic be over and we’d 

all return to normal life? Recently, His 

Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 

Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime 

Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, 

gave the nation the answer it had been 

waiting for. “The worst of the pandemic 

has passed,” His Highness said at a 

Cabinet meeting. “The UAE has worked as 

one team and made the country amongst 

the best globally in the fight against 

COVID-19.”

Nothing could sound more inspiring and 

energising to a country that has worked 

incredibly hard to limit the spread of the 

infection; led the world in vaccination rates; 

sent aid to dozens of other countries; and 

now begins to host the greatest innovation 

show on the planet: the World Expo aka 

Expo 2020 Dubai, which runs from October 

2021 to March 2022.

The announcement by the Vice 

President doesn't mean that the COVID-19 

safety protocol is no longer necessary; 

what it means is that with 191.52 doses per 

100 eligible people, as of September 12, 

2021, the UAE is one of the best-placed 

nations in the world to fully reopen the 

economy. The recent vaccine rollout for 

the under-18 population further raises the 

UAE’s safety guardrail along the road to 

full normality.

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid’s 

assertion is backed by hard evidence. 

Daily COVID-19 numbers have been falling 

in the country. September 2 was one of 

the landmark dates of 2021 in the UAE 

with zero COVID-19 deaths for the first 

time in 10 months. This brought down the 

COVID-19 mortality rate to 0.2 per cent, at 

a time when the global average was more 

than 2 per cent.

To see how much of an achievement 

that is, the number of daily cases dropped 

by 62 per cent between January and 

August 2021. In the last week of August, it 

was less than 1,000.

NATION

ALL-ROUND PREPAREDNESS

Quick response, disciplined 

enforcement, and complete 

preparedness are the factors that helped 

the UAE bring the pandemic under 

control in an exemplary manner. It was 

one of the first countries to go into 

human trials of a COVID-19 vaccine and 

one of the first to approve and begin 

administering a vaccine. 

By July 2021, the UAE became the 

most vaccinated country in the world. By 

September 2021, more than 88 per cent 

of the people had received their first dose 

and 77 per cent had received both. Today, 

Expo 2020 Dubai
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RANK CHANGE ECONOMY BLOOMBERG
RESILIENCE
SCORE

PEOPLE 
COVERED BY 
VACCINES

LOCKDOWN 
SEVERITY

FLIGHT 
CAPACITY

VACCINATED 
TRAVEL 
ROUTES

1 – NORWAY 80.1 59.9% 39 -40.1% 381

2 ▲ 12 NETHERLANDS 75.8 63.1% 36 -32.2% 353.5

3 ▲ 4 FINLAND 75 59.3% 40 -69.2% 386.5

4 ▲ 4 IRELAND 74.6 67.1% 45 -55.7% 373

5 ▲ 1 AUSTRIA 74.5 58.3% 56 -38% 379.5

6 ▲ 4 BELGIUM 73.5 69.4% 47 -33.8% 303

7 ▲ 5 GERMANY 73.4 60.1% 56 -48.4% 387.5

8 ▲ 3 SINGAPORE 73.3 76.7% 44 -81.8% 152

9 ▼ 7 SWITZERLAND 73.2 55.1% 44 -40% 387

10 ▲ 10 SPAIN 73.2 68.8% 48 -25.4% 381

11 ▲ 2 DENMARK 72.8 72.7% 39 -48.1% 206.5

12 ▼ 8 FRANCE 72.5 65.3% 67 -31.2% 386

13 ▲ 3 TURKEY 72.4 54.3% 50 -14.6% 376.5

14 ▲ 15 CZECH REPUBLIC 71.9 52.9% 37 -58.4% 371.5

15 ▲ 3 U.A.E. 71.9 82.7% 55 -52.1% 375.5

16 ▲ 11 ITALY 71.7 62.8% 50 -25.2% 208.5

17 ▲ 7 ROMANIA 71.3 25% 38 -12.4% 390

18 ▲ 12 HONG KONG 71 47.7% 63 -85.5% 253.5

19 ▲ 3 SAUDI ARABIA 70.9 51.1% 50 -43% 370.5

20 ▼ 5 SWEDEN 70.8 58.8% 37 -54% 206.5

COVID RESILIENCE RANKING

Bloomberg (Used data from August 25, 2021)

WORSE BETTER
the UAE is comfortably placed to achieve 

its target of vaccinating 100 per cent of the 

population before the end of the year.

During the first weeks and months of the 

pandemic in 2020, the UAE government 

had implemented a rigorous National 

Disinfection Programme; facilitated a rapid 

transition to online work and learning; 

adopted all kinds of digital technology to 

detect potential corona cases and minimise 

contact; and also created a stimulus 

package to support economic activity. All 

in all, it became a role model and object of 

admiration for the world.

It’s noteworthy that the UAE remains 

amongst the most resilient countries even 

after the emergence of the Delta variant 

of the virus, which has upset recovery 

estimates even in well-managed nations 

such as New Zealand. For instance, 

the UAE was at No. 15 — moving up 

three places — in Bloomberg’s August 

2021 COVID Resilience Ranking, and its 

vaccination rate of 82.7 per cent (as of 

August 26) was by far the best amongst 

the Top 20 resilient nations and far ahead 

of the 59.9 per cent vaccination achieved 

by Norway, which was No. 1 on this list.

To help people overcome their vaccine 

hesitancy, the top leaders in the UAE 

rolled up their sleeves to get jabbed 

quite early on. Besides HH Sheikh 

Mohammed bin Rashid himself, leaders 

who endorsed vaccination through 

words and action included His Highness 

Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 

Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy 

Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed 

Forces; Lieutenant General His Highness 

Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy 

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior; His 

Excellency Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed 

Al Nahyan, Minister of Foreign Affairs 

and International Cooperation; and His 

Excellency Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak 

Al Nahyan, Minister of Tolerance and 

Coexistence.

The Abu Dhabi Public Health Centre 

conducted a study on vaccine efficacy 

and its results, published in April 2021, 

showing zero deaths amongst people who 

had been fully vaccinated in the emirate. 

It was found that vaccines prevented 

hospitalisation by 93 per cent and reduced 

the need for  intensive care unit by 

95 per cent. These findings were widely 

publicised to generate mass awareness.

According to Dr Raza Siddiqui, Executive 

Director of RAK Hospital, there was initial 

vaccine hesitancy amongst people in 

the UAE — the same as elsewhere in the 

world — but their fears were quelled by the 

active measures of the government, easy 

access to a number of vaccines, constant 

awareness initiatives and education. The 

UAE set up field hospitals, conducted large-

scale screening and testing, and made 

booster doses available.

In August 2021, ahead of the new school 

Findings: The UAE remains amongst the most resilient countries even after the emergence of 
the Delta variant of the virus. It was ranked No. 15 — moving up three places — in Bloomberg’s 
August 2021 COVID Resilience Ranking. Its vaccination rate of 82.7 per cent (as of August 26) 
was by far the best amongst the Top 20 resilient nations and far ahead of the 59.9 per cent 
vaccination achieved by Norway, which was No. 1 on this list.

year, the country expanded the scope of 

vaccination for the under-18 population. 

In addition to the Pfizer vaccine already 

approved for the 12-15 age group, the 

country approved the Sinopharm shot for 

the 3-17 age group. It was made clear that 

while vaccination for under-18s wasn’t 

mandatory as such, it would be required 

for any student who wished to physically 

attend school. Indeed, vaccination would 

be required for any individual, from staff to 

parents, entering any school premises — 

this effectively makes every school in the 

UAE a COVID-resilient zone.

Dr Siddiqui said, “The people also 

saw that most COVID-19 deaths and 

complications were happening amongst 

people who had not been vaccinated.”
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ACTION AGAINST VIOLATIONS

The UAE is famed for its law enforcement 

and its significance was underscored yet 

again during the pandemic. It’s through 

implementation of proper movement of 

people (including the capacity of workers 

and visitors in various establishments) that 

the country managed to put the brakes on 

the spread of infection in early 2020, thus 

getting enough time to build its defences 

against the virus.

The operations of schools, offices, 

gyms, parks, cinemas, malls, bars, places 

of worship, restaurants and other public 

spaces were temporarily halted in March, 

and the National Disinfection Programme 

began in the same month. This was 

aligned with international health guidelines 

advising home isolation.

Swift action was taken against 

violations, such as the time when a 

European man went on social media in 

March 2020 for making a series of videos 

mocking the beach closure order in Dubai. 

In one of the videos, the offender said that 

he had a post-workout “corona detox” in 

the seawater. “I know you are all going to 

hate me abroad and call me careless and 

reckless but I live my best life,” he said.

His last video made fun of a Dubai 

Police patrol that was asking beach-goers 

and swimmers to pack up and leave. 

Soon enough, he found out that rules in 

the UAE were not meant to be broken. 

A Dubai Media Office tweet informed 

netizens: “Dubai Police have arrested a 

European national who posted a video on 

social media at a beach in Dubai, ignoring 

the instructions of a police patrol, while 

mocking precautionary measures issued 

by health and official authorities.” The 

man’s unlawful zeal to live his “best life” 

had landed him in custody.

In 2021, police have had to break up 

wedding parties (Sharjah, in June) and pick 

up people filming themselves in a mall 

without masks (Abu Dhabi, in May).

Simultaneously, all through the 

pandemic, the authorities have been 

clamping down on all kinds of rumours 

and fraudulent activities. 

In August 2021, two men from Abu 

Dhabi who claimed that a family of five 

had succumbed to the novel coronavirus 

in the emirate, were arrested after the 

‘news’ was found to be fake. “Fake news 

about COVID-19 has a bad effect on 

people, as it gives rise to chaos, anxiety 

and fear,” said Salem Al Zaabi, Acting 

Director of the Federal Emergency, Crisis 

and Disaster Prosecution.

ALL EYES ON EXPO 2020

In 2019, according to a study by the 

global consultants Ernst & Young, it was 

estimated that Expo 2020 Dubai would 

boost the UAE economy by $33 billion 

(Dhs121.11bn) between 2013 (the year when 

the Expo was awarded to Dubai) and 2031, 

generating about 50,000 annually, and 

increasing the national GDP by 1.5 per 

cent annually. This would be the result of 

infrastructure augmentation, increased 

visitor numbers, and the consequent 

benefits to the economy.

But then, of course, came the novel 

coronavirus at the tail end of 2019 and 

spread faster than a wildfire across the 

world in 2020.

And now, deferred by a year, Expo 

2020 Dubai is a symbol of revival, a 

blazing sign that the UAE is ready for 

full-fledged economic resumption with 

cautious behavioural changes. A grand 

carnival comparable to the Olympics, it 

is expected to attract 25 million visitors 

Emirates, the official airline of Expo 2020 Dubai, gives a 
complimentary free day pass to the global event

NATION

Expo 2020 Dubai 
is a symbol of 

revival, a blazing sign 
that the UAE is ready for 
full-fledged economic 
resumption with cautious 
behavioural changes
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between October 1, 2021, and March 31, 

2022. For the government, this is a chance 

to send out a message to other nations 

that one can conduct a grand event while 

maintaining health standards.

Since more than 192 nations are 

participating, the government has made 

the provision of COVID-19 vaccines for 

official representatives of these countries. 

This was announced by His Highness 

Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin 

Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai 

and Chairman of the Executive Council 

of Dubai, in April 2021 when he chaired a 

meeting of the Dubai Executive Council. 

“The World Fair is the world’s gateway of 

hope for life returning to normal. The UAE 

is opening its arms to the whole world 

for new horizons of constructive global 

cooperation,” His Highness said. 

AWE-INSPIRING COMPLETION

Proving that the UAE tourism sector is 

again in its full swing, Dubai is opening Ain 

Dubai later this month (October 21) whose 

awe-inspiring sheer scale offers a majestic 

view of the emirate's skyline. 

Standing at over 250-metres high, 

Ain Dubai is the latest landmark to join 

Dubai's long list of world record-breaking 

attractions—with nearly twice the height of 

the London Eye. Its completion supports 

Dubai’s long-term vision, as set by His 

Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 

Al Maktoum, to strengthen its global 

position as a key tourism hub, continuing 

to build on the emirate's reputation 

as a leader in the global leisure and 

entertainment landscape.

Mohamed Sharaf, Chief Operating 

Officer of Dubai Holding Entertainment, 

said: “Dubai continues to be a leader 

in the travel and tourism sector, with 

a reputation for delivering pioneering 

projects and landmarks. Ain Dubai is a 

testament to one of the many innovative 

initiatives developed by Dubai to further 

enhance its competitiveness as a key 

international tourism destination in 

continuation of Dubai’s drive to achieve 

new global heights.”

CHALLENGES TO A RECOVERY

The UAE is maintaining its caution 

even as it moves through the recovery 

phase. The world is not yet free of the 

virus, with new variants being reported. 

A few countries have enforced new 

lockdown rules. This means recovery 

comes with new challenges and requires 

a fightback strategy.

In a recent UAE Cabinet meeting, on 

the agenda was the tabling of a report 

on government measures to safeguard 

the health and safety of the people, and 

to ensure that medical and therapeutic 

supplies were the “highest priority 

mechanism”. HH Sheikh Mohammed bin 

Rashid’s stated on the same day: “Today, 

we have approved regulations governing 

medical and pharmaceutical products 

in the country. The goal is to ensure the 

presence and quality of all our national 

medical needs throughout the year, and in 

all regions of the country.”

Effective August 31, 2021, the UAE 

Ministry of Health and Prevention also 

stabilised the cost of PCR coronavirus 

test across all the emirates at Dhs50 and 

instructed clinics to deliver results within 24 

hours. Before this, different emirates had 

their own rules, with costs ranging from 

Dhs65 in Abu Dhabi to Dhs150 in Dubai. A 

quick, uniformly priced test would help a 

new case to be detected without delay.

The government also advised people 

to get coronavirus booster shots and 

help the country stay on the recovery 

track. Dr Farida Al Hosani, the Official 

Spokesperson for UAE Healthcare 

Sector, said, “These booster jabs raise 

the immunity of people and lead to a 

decrease in the number of infections. Two 

years after the onslaught of the COVID-19 

pandemic, we are back to the workplace. 

Children and students are back to schools 

and universities. Eligible groups should 

take the booster shots on time.”

Two years after 
the onslaught of 

the COVID-19 pandemic, 
we are back to the 
workplace. Students 
are back to schools and 
universities. Eligible 
groups should 
take the 
booster shots 
on time

DR FARIDA AL HOSANI
Official Spokesperson for 
UAE Healthcare Sector

Dubai continues 
to be a leader in 

the travel and tourism 
sector, with a reputation 
for delivering 
pioneering 
projects and 
landmarks

MOHAMED SHARAF
Chief Operating Officer of 

Dubai Holding Entertainment
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Dubai mall scene with customers' capacity allowed to increase up to 80 per cent 
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Inside a classroom at Amity School 
Dubai during the first day of classes 

5 SIGNS THAT UAE
IS BACK IN BUSINESS
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REOPENING OF SCHOOLS

Since August 29, 2021, most students have returned to on-site 

classes; they no longer have to stare at a laptop screen to get a 

lesson. Of course, checks are in place, such as vaccinated status 

and PCR tests at regular intervals. Teachers and administrative 

staff, too, have to show their test results. 

ENTERTAINMENT

In August, the government gave the go-ahead for shopping 

malls, cinemas, and restaurants to operate at 80 per cent 

capacity. Plans are underway to host bigger events, now that 

the National Emergency Crisis and Disasters Management 

Authority (NCEMA) has allowed 60 per cent capacity, with the 

condition that people maintain social distance, mask up, and 

be fully vaccinated. One can attend exhibitions and events if 

one has received their second dose less than six months ago. 

In case of vulnerable sections, such as the elderly, the second 

dose should be less than three months ago. At weddings, one 

can have as many as 300 guests now, though the number must 

not exceed 60 per cent capacity of the hall.

33 World Health Organisation. In a joint statement, the Federal 

Authority for Identity and Citizenship (ICA) and the National 

Emergency Crisis and Disasters Management Authority (NCEMA) 

said the decision covers those who stayed abroad for more than 

six months coming from countries previously included on the 

travel ban list.

These countries include the following: India, Pakistan, 

Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Vietnam, Namibia, Zambia, 

Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Sierra Leone, Liberia, 

South Africa, Nigeria, and Afghanistan.

Arriving passengers must apply via the website of the ICA, 

and complete the vaccination application in order to get the 

necessary approvals, in addition to presenting the approved 

vaccination certification upon departure for the UAE as well as a 

negative PCR test result, done within 48 hours before departure.

FLIGHTS

Taking into effect last September 12, the UAE has allowed the 

return of all valid residence visa holders, provided they have 

already been vaccinated with COVID-19 jab recognised by the 3
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4TOURISM REVENUE

The UAE’s tourism sector earned Dhs11.3 billion in the first six months of 2021, a 

substantial increase from Dhs8.6 billion earned during the same period in 2020. At a 

meeting of the Emirates Tourism Council, chaired virtually by His Excellency Dr Ahmad 

Belhoul Al Falasi, Minister of State for Entrepreneurship and SMEs, in August 2021, 

it was revealed that hotels in the UAE witnessed an increase in average occupancy 

rate to 62 per cent in the first half of 2021, compared to 53.6 per cent during the same 

period last year. During this period, there were 8.3 million guests across the country, a 

15 per cent increase from 2020. 

“The tourism 

sector successfully 

achieved 

outstanding 

performance rates 

and increased the 

level of recovery 

from the COVID-19 

crisis. We will now 

move towards 

a higher level 

of growth and 

development 

to increase the 

contribution to the 

national economy,” 

said Al Falasi.

5SHOPPING

In the UAE, the shops are buzzing with sales, discounts, new fashion, window 

shoppers, and people carrying huge bags of new goodies. The Dubai Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry estimates that the retail sector could register a 13 per cent gain 

this year, clocking sales of $58 billion (Dhs212.86bn). 

In August, a major mall in Dubai reported 80 per cent growth in net profit to Dhs622 

million in the first six months of 2021. Dubai Summer Surprises, a mega-event that 

ended on August 22, was a huge success. “The return of shopping has been a 

welcome factor. The pandemic has proved that the retail industry is important, not just 

as a key driver of the economy but also in upholding the culture of people. The industry 

has been supported 

by the government 

and consumers 

and is responding 

with enthusiasm,” 

said Ahmed Al 

Khaja, CEO, Dubai 

Festivals and Retail 

Establishment, 

the government 

agency responsible 

for the city’s retail 

extravaganzas. 

The tourism 
sector successfully 

achieved outstanding 
performance rates. We 
will now move towards 
a higher level of growth 
and development 
to increase the 
contribution to 
the national 
economy

HE DR AHMAD BELHOUL 

AL FALASI 
Minister of State for Entrepreneurship and SMEs

The return of 
shopping has 

been a welcome factor. 
The pandemic has 
proved that the retail 
industry is important, 
not just as a key driver 
of the economy 
but also in 
upholding the 
culture of 
people

AHMED AL KHAJA
CEO of Dubai Festivals and Retail Establishment

proved that the retail 
industry is important, 
not just as a key driver 
of the economy of the economy 
but also in but also in 
upholding the upholding the 
culture of culture of 
people

AHMED AL KHAJA
CEO of Dubai Festivals and Retail Establishment
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BY RAKHEE ROYTALUKDAR

WITH BITCOIN RECENTLY GETTING LEGAL TENDER STATUS, CRYPTOCURRENCY

CREATED BY BLOCKCHAIN TECHNOLOGY GETS READY FOR THE CONSUMER

EMBRACE. 999 ANALYSES HOW THIS VIRTUAL CURRENCY WORKS

ARE YOU 
CRYPTO 

CURIOUS?
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T
here's a growing curiosity amongst 

people, especially investors, about 

cryptocurrency and its viability. 

This curiosity is founded on the fact that 

we can’t jangle it in our pockets like a 

small heap of coins; we can’t run our 

thumb across its edge, as we’d do with a 

nice stack of banknotes. So, why should 

anyone even want it?

Countries are cautiously opening 

their doors to cryptocurrency, though 

regulations aren’t yet fully formed. By the 

middle of September 2021, one Bitcoin 

was equal to over $44,800 (Dhs164,400). 

In September 2021, the Latin American 

country El Salvador became the world’s 

first nation to give Bitcoin the status of 

legal tender. 

In April 2021, His Excellency Abdulla 

bin Touq Al Marri, UAE Minister of 

Economy, said that cryptocurrency and 

asset tokenisation would support the 

country’s plans to double its economy in 

a decade. He was speaking at a panel 

for the World Economic Forum’s (WEF) 

Global Technology Governance 

Summit, held virtually and 

hosted by Japan. At the panel 

discussion, titled ‘Arrival 

of the token economy, from art to 

real estate’, Al Marri spoke mainly on 

tokenisation use and its regulation.

“In our digital age, tokenisation 

compliments the information-based 

technology as a decentralised way of 

capital allocation,” the Minister said. “The 

UAE is putting regulation into gear to open 

our economy for it.”

Al Marri underscored that the 

technology would support the UAE’s 

ambitions to grow its GDP by 7 per cent 

annually, doubling it from 2021 to 2030. 

He added that the UAE had undertaken 

a study along with WEF on funding small 

and medium enterprises (SMEs) with a 

government-run token platform. The SME 

sector is of crucial importance to the 

UAE economy, being a driver of non-oil 

trade, self-reliance, and employment 

generation.

In his interaction at the panel 

discussion, Al Marri emphasised the 

UAE's openness to 

trying out new 

things and 

build on that 

knowledge. 

“We 

understand the challenges as such, but 

we are experimenting, and allowing the 

UAE to be a site of experimentation,” said 

the minister.

GROWTH PHASE IN THE UAE

In July 2021, the UAE Central Bank had 

announced that it would launch its own 

cryptocurrency, as part of its 2023-2026 

strategy, aiming to become one of the top 

10 central banks in the world.

MONEY

In our digital 
age, tokenisation 

compliments our 
information-based 
technology as a 
decentralised way of 
capital allocation. The 
UAE is putting regulation 
into gear to 
open our 
economy for it

HE ABDULLA BIN TOUQ 

AL MARRI
UAE Minister of Economy
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“Jurisdictions like Abu Dhabi Global 

Market (ADGM) and Dubai International 

Financial Centre (DIFC) have come out 

with crypto regulations. Last year, the 

Central Bank of the UAE rolled out a virtual 

asset scheme, and with international 

organisations stepping in, it’s a matter of 

time before virtual currency and blockchain 

technology enter mainstream transactions.”

Dubai, which is a pioneer in 

digitalisation, has launched the Dubai 

Crypto Centre, a comprehensive 

ecosystem for businesses operating in the 

We do believe in 
blockchain, we 

do believe in crypto 
and we provide robust 
regulation working 
with the 
Securities and 
Commodities 
Authority

AHMAD HAMZA
Executive Director of DMCC Freezone

Speaking to 999 on this subject, 

Inderjeet Singh, Chief Cyber-Security 

Officer, Vara Technology, and co-

founder of DeFi Forum, said, “There are 

two parallel crypto worlds in the UAE at 

present. One that operates independently 

and does not come under any regulatory 

framework. To such entities, banks are 

not receptive because the crash risk is 

too high. [Another consists of] several 

well-regulated entities that offer their 

clients transparency and operate under a 

recognised regulatory authority.

crypto trading and blockchain sectors. It is 

a hub for providing support to all types of 

companies to develop solutions related to 

blockchain and crypto technology.

Ahmad Hamza, Executive Director of 

DMCC Freezone, said that the centre 

wanted to provide an array of services 

for crypto and blockchain companies and 

platforms to help them not just set up, but 

also flourish and succeed. “We do believe 

in blockchain, we do believe in crypto and 

we provide robust regulation working with 

the Securities and Commodities Authority.”

CRYPTO CONFUSED OR CURIOUS?

For anything to work within the 

economy, it’s generally believed that 

consumer acceptance is essential. 

However, consumer confidence in 

cryptocurrency can’t be correctly 

measured at this point; many consumers 

don’t know enough to feel confident 

enough, though that could change later.

In September 2019, the Amsterdam-

headquartered banking and financial 

services corporation ING revealed, based 

on its seventh International Survey on new 

technologies, that 82 per cent of European 

respondents knew “at least a little” about 

cryptocurrency (identifying at least one 

out of five ‘true or false’ statements 

correctly). In this group, 41 per cent had 

“high expectations” for it; and 23 per cent 

had “low expectations”. Also in this group, 

32 per cent agreed that cryptocurrency 

was “the future of online spending”; and 

27 per cent stated that they were “open to 

receiving new cryptocurrency offerings” 

from well-known brands and organisations.

Respondents who knew “at least a little” about cryptocurrency 

82%

41%

23%

27%

32%

Respondents with “high 

expectations” for cryptocurrency 

Respondents with “low expectations” 

for cryptocurrency 

Respondents who agreed that cryptocurrency is 

“the future of online spending”

Respondents “open to receiving new cryptocurrency 

offerings” from well-known brands 

CRYPTOCURRENCY 
KNOWLEDGE
Result of ING's 7th International Survey 
published in September 2021
(Coverage: European respondents only)

CRYPTOCURRENCY 

Result of ING's 7th International Survey 
published in September 2021
(Coverage: European respondents only)
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The survey report said: "Overall 

adoption will only occur if these currencies 

prove to be relevant to everyday financial 

lives, trustworthy and obviously useful. 

Indeed, it's not how much we know about 

cryptocurrencies but how useful they are, 

that will drive adoption.”

HOW DOES CRYPTO WORK?

What makes cryptocurrency completely 

different from the kind of currency we use 

daily is the way Bitcoin, Ethereum, LiteCoin 

etc come into being compared to dollar, 

euro, pound, dirham etc. It isn’t so much 

about cryptocurrency being digital, because 

common currency can now also be used 

digitally; the main distinction is in their origin.

Cryptocurrency is not issued by any 

central bank, whereas common currency 

is government-issued and the amount 

of each regular currency in circulation is 

controlled by each issuing government. 

As of now, a lot of cryptocurrencies are in 

circulation; one can invest in a cryptocoin 

using regular money; and cryptocurrency 

exchanges are coming up, too.

While its existence is independent 

of any government, it was designed for 

fraud-proof transactions and to make each 

transaction extremely secure through the 

use of blockchain technology.

The first cryptocurrency, Bitcoin, began 

its public life as an open-source software, 

released in January 2009 by Satoshi 

Nakamoto, who may be one person or 

a group of people. The idea of Bitcoin 

was explained by Satoshi Nakamoto in 

2008 and he (or they) made the intent 

very clear: “Commerce on the Internet 

has come to rely almost exclusively on 

financial institutions serving as trusted 

third parties to process electronic 

payments. While the system works well 

enough for most transactions, it still suffers 

from the inherent weaknesses of the trust 

based model. Completely non-reversible 

transactions are not really possible, 

since financial institutions cannot avoid 

mediating disputes. The cost of mediation 

increases transaction costs, limiting the 

minimum practical transaction size and 

cutting off the possibility for small casual 

transactions, and there is a broader cost in 

the loss of ability to make non-reversible 

payments for non-reversible services.”

The 2008 paper outlined the solution: 

“In this paper, we propose a solution to 

the double-spending problem using a 

peer-to-peer distributed timestamp server 

to generate computational proof of the 

chronological order of transactions. The 

system is secure as long as honest nodes 

collectively control more CPU power than 

any cooperating group of attacker nodes.”

That reference to “CPU power” 

brings us to the amount of electronic 

firepower needed to “mine” Bitcoin or 

a similar cryptocoin — you’d need a lot, 

burning a lot of energy. Coin miners 

have their “rig”, and once you acquire 

some cryptocurrency, you’d need to 

decide whether to “hodl” it or not during 

price movements. So, there’s a whole 

vocabulary around crypto, and most of us 

are just trying to get our head around it all.

Incidentally, like the universe we live in, 

cryptocurrency had to begin somewhere. 

And very aptly, the first bunch of 50 

Bitcoins is called the “Genesis block” 

(after the blockchain tech), created by 

Satoshi Nakamoto.

CRYPTO REGULATORS IN THE UAE

Regulation of cryptocurrency and 

blockchain projects in the UAE is 

performed by the Financial Services 

Regulatory Authority (FSRA), a part of Abu 

Dhabi Global Market (ADGM). It publishes 

guidance on cryptocurrencies and also 

monitors blockchain businesses to 

ensure transparency and prevent money-

laundering and terror financing.

Other authorities that might contribute 

MONEYMONEY

SECURITY OF BLOCKCHAIN 
Blockchain is defined as “immutable distributed ledger”, which in easier 

English means that it’s almost entirely tamper-proof and it’s accessible 

to everyone. The chain is made up of information blocks, with each block 

carrying three things: information of a transaction; its own identifying hash; 

and the hash of the previous block. Each “hash” is like a fingerprint, and 

changing something inside a block changes the “hash”, too. 

Since a blockchain exists as a distributed ledger, meaning it’s available 

to everyone who has registered on a peer-to-peer network, tampering 

with the information in any one block is hard. If a fraudster tampers with 

one block, the hash of that block changes, and all the subsequent blocks 

of information become invalid because the hash of the tampered block no 

longer matches that of the subsequent blocks.

Further security comes from the “proof of work” mechanism, which slows 

down block formation, making it much more time-consuming for a fraudster 

to change the hash along the entire chain in order to hide the tampering in 

one block and make the blockchain valid again.

Everyone who joins a network gets a full copy of the blockchain, and 

so any tampering is easily spotted. A decentralised network means that 

attacking one server won’t help cyber-criminals. 
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Avoid using a primary or publicly identifiable e-mail address to access 

exchange accounts. Create a separate, secret e-mail address that will only be 

utilised for an exchange account.

Utilise a 2FA app, such as Google Authentication, for securing e-mail and 

exchange accounts. Do not use text messages for 2FA.

“Whitelist” withdrawal addresses on exchange accounts. By doing so, digital 

currency can only be transferred to pre-approved, whitelisted addresses. If an 

account is compromised, the hacker can only send digital currency to the user’s own 

address. 

Remove the inherent risk. Users should always own their private keys and 

store their digital currency offline. Do not store digital currency on exchanges. Users 

should secure private keys with hardware devices, such as ledger wallets.

Cryptocurrencies have already come on the radar of cyber-criminals. Cold 

storage is a proven way to hold cryptocurrency tokens offline, thereby protecting 

them from theft. The most basic method of cold storage is a paper wallet or an 

external hard drive for storing the address and the key required to access the 

particular currency. 

Access the cryptocurrency and other relevant information only during the 

time of the trading. Ensure that they’re disconnected after use.

WAYS TO SAFEGUARD YOUR DIGITAL ASSETS

1

2

3

4

5

6

to crypto regulations in the UAE in the 

future are the Securities and Commodities 

Authority (SCA) and Dubai Financial 

Services Authority (DFSA).

The Dubai Multi-Commodities 

Centre (DMCC) Free Zone is a place 

worth considering for working with 

cryptocurrencies in the UAE. The DMCC 

crypto licence will guarantee the legality 

of one’s business. The first company 

to receive this licence was Regal 

Assets, which offered cold storage of 

cryptocurrencies for its customers.

SCA has made it clear that anyone 

offering crypto assets in the UAE must 

be formally licensed and comply with a 

range of anti-money-laundering, cyber-

security and data protection laws. So far, 

only six companies have qualified under 

the regulations for setting up crypto 

exchanges, with two reaching the first 

stages of going live. 

LICENSED CRYPTO EXCHANGES

The UAE is also planning to open up 

licensed cryptocurrency exchanges, 

which would drive financial inclusion for 

millions of expatriates. 

This workforce, which consists of 

dozens of nationalities, sends huge 

amounts of money back home via the 

remittance channel, and cryptocurrency 

could be a game-changer here.

Cyber-security expert Singh said, 

“According to the Global Knowledge 

Partnership on Migration and 

Development (KNOMAD), the UAE region 

sent $43 billion in remittances in 2020, 

making it the world’s second-highest 

sender after the US. Cryptocurrencies 

could potentially let expats keep track 

of their transactions more easily on their 

smartphones. Using online wallets, expats 

would be able to send remittances home 

with smaller transaction fees or none at all 

and within minutes, skipping the long waits 

in queue to make the remittances.”

Any company offering crypto assets in 

the UAE would have to do proper ‘Know 

Your Customer’ (KYC) documentation 

before onboarding residents onto crypto 

exchanges and opening wallet accounts.

To quicken the pace of acceptance 

amongst consumers, digital technology 

experts emphasise the security of the 

entire crypto process. Singh said, “The 

digital or virtual currency assured by 

cryptography makes it very secure. 

Moreover, it is connected to blockchain, 

which is a systematic method for securing 

the integrity of exchangeable data. The 

UAE is a market that has not remained 

untouched by this expanding financial 

activity and that’s why it’s interested in 

promoting virtual tokens and coins.”

Cryptocurrencies 
could potentially 

let expats keep track 
of their transactions 
on their smartphones. 
They would be able to 
send remittances home 
with smaller 
transaction 
fees or none 
at all

INDERJEET SINGH
Chief Cyber-Security Officer, Vara Technology
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BY LARA AL THARASI

FASCINATED BY THE UNIFORM SINCE AN EARLY AGE, 1ST WARRANT OFFICER 

AISHA SALEM AL ELWI OF ABU DHABI POLICE NOW BRINGS HER COMPETITIVE 

SPIRIT AND TEACHER’S TRAINING TO TRAFFIC SECURITY ENHANCEMENT

DREAMS 
FULFILLED

Every girl wishing 
to join the police 

force should not hesitate, 
as the police are a source 
of pride and glory for 
everyone who takes part 
in this work

E
very child, male or female, has 

dreams about what they want 

to be when they grow up — and 

while every profession, from truck driver 

to doctor, has a place in a child’s active 

imagination, there’s hardly anyone who 

hasn’t dreamed of wearing some kind of a 

uniform: firefighter, or police, or soldier.

As a young girl, Aisha Salem Al Elwi knew 

very well what she wanted to be. Though 

she arrived at her intended destination via a 

detour — training as a teacher — eventually 

she joined Abu Dhabi Police and began 

using her teacher’s training to conduct 

awareness drives and communicate with 

the public.

Now, she is 1st Warrant Officer in the 

Public Relations Department of the Traffic 

and Patrols Directorate at Abu Dhabi Police 

General Headquarters. She joined the force 

in 2009 and holds a Bachelor’s Degree in 

Early Childhood Education. 

Al Elwi said it’s a field that she’s very 

passionate about, as our society, in its 

many forms, needs traffic education. 

Her competitive spirit has led Al Elwi to 

participate in shooting tournaments, and 

won third place in one of the championships 

at the level of the Central Operations 

Sector, as well as the award for the ‘best 

traffic awareness team’. 

“People have many dreams and they 

strive to reach the top. One of my most 

treasured dreams is to develop and provide 

the best performance in my field of work,” 

the police officer said.

In this interview with 999, the officer 

outlines how her aspirations carved her 

unique career path. 

WHO FIRST ENCOURAGED YOU TO 

ENTER THE POLICE FORCE?

As a child, I dreamed of becoming a 

policewoman. My curiosity about the police 

uniform captivated my imagination; since 

middle school, I dreamed of joining the 

force.

After I finished high school, it was my 

father’s wish that I pursue a career in 

teaching, and I enrolled at the College of 

Education at UAE University to become a 

kindergarten teacher. However, after my 

college graduation, I decided to join Abu 

Dhabi Police so I could fulfil my dream.

It was a blessing that no one stood in my 

way. Everyone in my family encouraged 

me to join the police force. Because my 

role in traffic awareness primarily involved 

organising workshops for school students, 

I was able to combine my work and my 

specialisation — so I achieved my dream 

and my father’s dream at the same time, 

which is very satisfying.

DO YOU HAVE ANY HOBBIES?

I enjoy technology, to the extent that I 

search for all that is new and useful, so that 

I can use it to improve my work. Tech helps 

us create value in our work, which is always 

encouraged by our leaders.

WHAT ADAGE HOLDS TRUE FOR YOU?

Life is symbolised by so many sayings 

that it’s difficult to choose one. However, 

I’m particularly attached to this quote of the 

late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the 

UAE’s founding father: “Nothing pleases me 

more than seeing Emirati women assuming 

their role in society and achieving their 

rightful position.”

WHAT IS YOUR ADVICE TO WOMEN WHO 

ARE CONSIDERING TO JOIN THE POLICE 

FORCE?

For those who are interested in this great 

endeavour, I have plenty of advice. Every girl 

wishing to join the police force should not 

hesitate, as the police are a source of pride and 

glory for everyone who takes part in this work.

Women’s role in Emirati society begins with 

them knowing that they’re the daughters of 

Zayed. We owe it to our country to always 

strive to be the best, and policewomen must 

be aware of their important role in Emirati 

society. In that regard, I tell them that it’s 

difficult to understand a police uniform unless 

you’re inspired to wear one and feel part of 

something greater, proud, disciplined, and 

committed.
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COLUMN

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

L
ast month was very different from all the previous 

Septembers we’ve had. For eight years now, we have 

waited eagerly, with eyes wide open, hearts racing, minds 

buzzing, and the days passing by fast — all for the excitement of 

Expo 2020 Dubai, where the whole world converges in the UAE.

This World Expo has begun in exceptional circumstances. 

When the Expo was awarded to Dubai (and the UAE) in 2013, no 

one could have foreseen a challenge such as the COVID-19 

pandemic, which threw the entire human civilisation off-balance.

Last year was the scheduled timing for Expo 2020 and 

everyone was working in full swing to 

dazzle the world, but the pandemic forced 

us to reschedule the event.

While some viewed the postponement 

as a crisis that would frustrate event 

organisers, others believed that it was a 

warrior’s break for teams that were not yet 

ready to receive the expected millions of 

visitors to the first-ever Expo aka World’s 

Fair in an Arab country.

Nevertheless, Dubai, with its long history 

of turning crises into opportunities, carried 

out the project still more efficiently. Despite 

the construction projects being pushed 

back, the Expo wasn’t cancelled.

The project adhered to the COVID-19 

restrictions imposed on the world, but the 

individual minds continued to think and plan 

until they returned to their positions, 

worked, and achieved the expected results.

In early September 2021, His Highness 

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and 

Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, looked over Expo 

2020 in all its details, and said, “We look forward to receiving 

delegations from 191 countries as well as businesses, multilateral 

organisations and educational institutions, who will join in the 

making of a better tomorrow for humanity. Amidst this critical 

phase in the history of mankind, Expo 2020 Dubai will provide a 

THE WHOLE WORLD 
IN ONE PLACE

Dr Maysa Rashed Ghadeer is 
a prominent UAE writer interested in 
local affairs and a former member of 

the Federal National Council (FNC)

unique opportunity for the world to come together, exchange 

knowledge and develop innovative solutions for a better future.”

This statement is empowering and motivating for Expo 

participants, workers, and volunteers to make the event 

extraordinary. In the midst of this global gathering, there are 

opportunities for benefit. Not only does this prove the universality 

of the UAE, but also shows that the whole world gathers here 

despite the obstacles; it shows that the country will never 

compromise on connecting minds.

And now, we have arrived at a moment of joy and hope for the 

entire world after nearly two years 

without contact and socialising.

Expo 2020 Dubai demonstrates to 

the world the commitment of the work 

teams in the UAE, and the 

determination that drives them to 

achieve what has been awaited for 

eight years. This was confirmed by His 

Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 

Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi 

and Deputy Supreme Commander of 

the UAE Armed Forces, who tweeted 

on the first day of September: “One 

month from today, the UAE will proudly 

host Expo 2020 Dubai, one of the 

world’s largest cultural events. 

Delivered under the guidance of my 

brother Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid, 

the event builds upon our nation’s 

long-standing history as a facilitator of 

cultural dialogue and exchange.”

We are all proud of what has been achieved and what will be 

achieved. We are grateful that we kept the promise we made to 

the world. We extend our warm welcome to everyone gathering 

in the UAE for Expo 2020 Dubai.

We wish every citizen and resident joy in achieving a goal, the 

realisation of a dream, and hopes for an optimistic future that 

reaches out far and wide.

October marks the start of Expo 2020 Dubai, a six-month event that 
reflects the UAE’s resilience and success in connecting minds despite the 
pandemic

Expo 2020 Dubai 
demonstrates 
to the world the 
commitment of 
the work teams 
in the UAE, and 
the determination 
that drives them to 
achieve what has 
been awaited for 
eight years
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IN UAE
NETIQUETTE

(net and etiquette)

BY DREW RUSSELLE

POSTING CARELESSLY ON SOCIAL MEDIA CAN TURN US 

EITHER INTO VICTIMS OR OFFENDERS. 999 OUTLINES 

ONLINE ACTS AND BEHAVIOURS THAT ARE HIGHLY 

FROWNED UPON IN THE UAE
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1
FAKE MONEY BOAST

A duo in Dubai wanted to grab attention on social media by flinging money 

at a worker’s site in Al Quoz and posted a video of it online. It turned out that 

the bills were fake currencies, which put more weight on the case filed against 

them by UAE authorities. Last month (September), the duo was sentenced 

to jail for one year and was ordered to pay a fine of Dhs200,000 each for 

endangering the lives of the labourers, flouting COVID-19 safety rules, and 

possessing counterfeit currency in the country. 

2
DISRESPECTFUL HUMOUR

When a man found out that some of his employees from another 

country didn’t share his passion for his favourite football team, he locked 

them up in a birdcage and forced them to cheer for the team. The act 

was filmed and uploaded on social media – causing an online uproar. 

In January 2019, Sharjah Police took the accused into custody and the 

UAE Attorney General had to clarify that the actions in the video did not 

reflect the values of the nation and its people.

T
he COVID-19 pandemic has changed seemingly overnight many facets of people’s lives including the way we 

communicate. Interpersonal communication has been avoided to minimise the spread of the virus. To make up for 

the limitations posed by the ‘new normal’, most of our interactions with other people have shifted from in-person 

conversations to online channels—such as video calls, phone calls, texts, or email.

On the Internet, sharing has become the new talking. However, even in 

the virtual world, the age-old advice to “think before you speak” is still often 

violated, most especially as the Internet penetration across the globe has 

increased in the advent of this global health crisis.

The UAE has 99 per cent active Internet users, one of the highest in the 

world, according to 2020 World Bank data. To stay on the right side of 

the law, always bear in mind what Federal Law No. 15 of 1980 Concerning 

Publications and Publishing states: “No news, pictures, comments about an 

individual's private life should be published if you are doing it to disgrace 

them. The law intends to protect a person from malicious use of an image." 

While we are taught social behaviour as children, very few get any proper guidance on social media 

manners. 999 lists online acts and behaviours that could land you in hot water. 

TIPS & TRIVIA

70 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL

Security And Safety For AllSecurity And Safety For All

OCTOBER 2021



3
ONLINE PREDATOR

Parents and guardians must be aware that there are online predators who 

try to lure kids and teens into sexual conversations or even face-to-face 

meetings. In September 2019, a college student was taken into custody in 

Dubai for asking children to send him private images. His modus operandi 

was busted when a child told her mother about the man asking her to send 

him personal pictures. The mother reported the incident to Dubai Police via 

an e-portal. “We arrested him and found about 200 images of 10 children aged 

between nine and ten years,” said Brigadier Jamal Salem Al Jallaf, Director of the 

Criminal Investigation Department of Dubai Police.

4
FRAUD MEDICAL FUNDRAISING

One of the biggest frauds perpetrated through social media exploits the kindness 

of people. In 2018, a case has been lodged by UAE police against a criminal 

gang who approached a family online with a tale of woe. The family fell for the 

heartrending story and transferred money into their accounts, after which there was 

no communication from the gang. “Owners of false accounts exploit the generosity 

of the people in the UAE,” said Colonel Mohammed Ahli, Deputy Director of the 

General Department of Criminal Investigation, Dubai Police. 

In the UAE, people can only donate to government-approved charities and 

organisations. People living in Abu Dhabi can call 999 or 800 AMAN (800 2626), 

send an SMS to 2828 or email aman@adpolice.gov.ae to register a complaint against 

such illegal activities. In Dubai, people may reach police through 901 or Al Ameen 

Service on 800 4888. They can also register a complaint through the ecrime.ae portal.

5
BREACHING PRIVACY

Nowadays, when people see something unusual, there’s a tendency to take out 

their mobile phone and start recording a video o taking a photo. This impulse led 

to the arrest of a UAE expat who recorded a strange altercation at a parking lot 

in May 2019. A woman driver was refusing to pay parking fees that a hotel valet 

was demanding. To compel her to pay, the valet climbed onto the car bonnet. 

However, the woman stepped on the accelerator and drove off. The valet had 

to jump off the car. The man who recorded the incident and uploaded the video 

online was arrested. 

As per Article 21 of the UAE Cybercrime Law, any person who misused 

technology to breach the privacy of others could be sentenced to jail for six 

months and/ or a fine of Dhs150,000-Dhs500,000.

A
ccording to the latest statistics, a whopping 98.98% 

of the UAE population are active on social media 

during 2021. This year, the country saw a 1.6% annual 

growth in Internet users. Amongst all social media platforms, 

the three most popular for Internet users in the UAE are: 

YouTube (7.89 million), Facebook (7.85 million users), 

Instagram (6.67 million users).

Did you know?

Source: 2021 Data from Global Media Insight 
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USUALLY A SAFE PLACE OF COMFORT AND A GOOD 
NIGHT’S SLEEP, THE BEDROOM BECAME THE FINAL 

RESTING PLACE FOR THESE INDIVIDUALS

BEDROOM 
KILLINGS

BY NEIL BIE

CRIME MYSTERIES
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Ayesha, 18, called up her partner, Mursalin, and asked him 

to visit her at home to discuss their relationship, which was 

already on the rocks. When Mursalin arrived at Ayesha’s 

home in Muradnagar, they had a heated argument. He had 

been putting pressure on her to marry him and even asked 

her to elope with him.

However, each time Mursalin asked, Ayesha declined. On 

that night in August, Ayesha and Mursalin had an intense 

argument, to the point that Ayesha lost control of herself, 

grabbed her dupatta (a long scarf) and used it to strangle 

Mursalin in her own bedroom.

When Mursalin didn’t return home that night, his brother 

filed a missing person’s case. Cops from the Muradnagar 

Police Station found out that he had last headed to Ayesha’s 

home. There, they discovered that Ayesha had waited for her 

family members to come home to ask for their help with 

disposing of Mursalin’s body.

The police found that Ayesha’s family had buried 

Mursalin’s body within the family home and even placed a 

sofa to cover the part of the bedroom floor where the 

body was hidden. They also surmised that Ayesha had 

planned her boyfriend’s murder – she apparently got the 

STRANGLED YOUTH
WHEN: AUGUST 2021
WHERE: GHAZIABAD, INDIA

Kenneth Jerome Frierson II, 28, was enjoying an evening 

session of video games in his bedroom with a friend named 

Trenton Fye, 22. The game went on and the evening became 

late night. Kenneth’s mum, Evelyn, woke up in the middle of 

the night when she suddenly heard gunshots. She 

immediately called the authorities for emergency before 

rushing to her son’s bedroom. 

To Evelyn’s shock, she saw Kenneth lying on the floor, his 

blood flowing out from several gunshot wounds, and saw 

Trenton holding a gun. The assailant began shooting at 

Evelyn, who fled back to her own bedroom to get her gun 

and shot Trenton in self-defence. 

Hit in the stomach by a bullet, Trenton managed to get out 

of the house and got a ride to the hospital. The woman driver 

called the police about the incident, stating that Trenton came 

to her home and told her he had been shot and needed to go 

to the hospital.

Emergency officers arrived to take Kenneth’s body; he had 

died on the spot. Meanwhile, officers who visited the woman 

driver’s home found that Trenton had left his blood trail along 

the fence along with two handguns: a 40 calibre and a 9mm 

that he hid behind a trash can in the woman’s garage.

Investigators stated that Kenneth didn’t know what hit him 

– they speculated that the victim was still playing when he 

BULLET BARRAGE
WHEN: JUNE 2020
WHERE: FORT WAYNE, INDIANA, USA

was shot, as the video game was active on screen when 

officers arrived at the scene. 

During the court case, Deputy Prosecutor Thomas Challie 

questioned Trenton why he had shot Kenneth, but never got a 

clear answer. When asked why Trenton avoided the police, he 

said that he never trusted the authorities. 

Trenton claimed that he hadn’t shot Kenneth in his home 

and gave an alibi that he was in another place at the time. 

However, his DNA was found on the gun that was used to 

murder Kenneth.

After a three-day trial in August 2020, the court sentenced 

Trenton to 85 years in prison for the murder.
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idea to kill him 

and destroy 

evidence from 

a crime series 

on TV.

What gave 

the crime away 

was the foul 

smell of 

Mursalin’s 

decomposing 

body, which was 

not buried very deep. Ayesha had asked the family to put salt 

on the body to mask the odour, but it was still too strong and 

it led the authorities to that hidden spot.

Investigations also revealed that Ayesha got rid of 

Mursalin’s SIM card, to prevent his family members from 

tracking him. Ayesha initially denied the allegations, claiming 

that Mursalin snatched the dupatta and hanged himself after 

she rejected him. She told the authorities that she only 

sought her family’s help to hide the body because she feared 

the police. However, she was arrested after a few days.

Trenton Fye
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CRIME MYSTERIESCRIME MYSTERIES

GONE TOO SOON
WHEN: DECEMBER 2020
WHERE: NEW YORK, USA

Siblings D’Janeira, Dasanè, Dalani, and Danaela Mason 

were playing in their bedroom and creating TikTok videos 

one night in December last year. Grandparents Timothy and 

Crystal Keener shared that the children’s mum had to make a 

quick run to get groceries.

What was supposed to be a safe, family gathering at their 

home in Van Buren Street, New York, turned into a nightmare 

within seconds when they heard nine gunshots fired directly 

at their home. As the Keeners ran towards their 

grandchildren, they saw the lifeless, bloodied body of 

12-year-old D’Janeira in the bedroom, while 9-year-old 

Dasanè had a gunshot wound on his arm. Teenagers Dalani 

and Danaela witnessed the horrifying death of their sibling 

right before their very eyes. 

The grandparents rushed their grandkids to the 

MidHudson Regional Hospital.

“Right now, you’re not safe to walk down the street or sit in 

your own living room or bedroom. A 12-year-old child died in 

her bedroom because she was standing in the wrong place 

at the wrong time. That’s how unsafe this town is,” said 

Timothy in a local news report.

Crystal said that she rushed back home from the grocery 

store when she learned from a friend that gunshots were 

heard near their homes. When she reached the house, she 

NO-KNOCK SEARCH
WHEN: MARCH 2020
WHERE: MARYLAND, USA

looked through the window after an officer stopped her from 

entering her own home. She saw “that there was blood all 

over the house”.

The authorities zeroed in on two men – 46-year-old Robert 

James and 24-year-old Gilbert Thomas. However, to this day, 

it hasn’t been clear if the shooting was intentional (stray 

bullets) or just a whim that led to the death of a child.

“I want to know what it all stems from. Like I’m never going 

to be OK until I know why this occurred. What did they come 

there for? Were we targeted? I just don’t get it,” said Crystal.

Duncan Socrates Lemp was fatally shot by members of a 

tactical unit who were serving a “no-knock” search warrant at 

the Lemp family’s home about 4:30 a.m. on March 12 last year.

A police department news release stated that they were 

conducting a “high-risk” search and that officers recovered 

two handguns and three rifles from the Lemps’ home. The 

Lemp family didn’t have the licence for these firearms, said 

the police. “Detectives were following up on a complaint from 

the public that Lemp, though prohibited, was in possession of 

firearms,” read the police statement.

The department said that during their search, Duncan was 

armed with a rifle and ignored commands to show his hands 

and get on the floor when officers entered his family’s home.

However, the family’s attorney, Rene Sandler, refuted the 

claims of Montgomery County police. She said the police had 

opened fire outside Lemp's home and contradicted the claim 

that Duncan ‘confronted’ the police and got shot to death by 

one of the officers. 

Just before New Year, Maryland prosecutors ruled out 

criminal charges against any police officers in the shooting. 

Howard County State’s Attorney Rich Gibson Jr, who 

reviewed the case and presented evidence to a grand jury, 

stated that the unidentified officer was justified in using 

deadly force. His actions were declared “reasonable under 

the circumstances” as Duncan was “retrieving a rifle and 

pointing it at the officer” and refused to obey the officer’s 

commands at the time of the shooting, according to a 

17-page report.
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GREEN JUICE 
Dr Samar Al-Shamsi is an internationally respected artist who is 

renowned for her commissioned portraits of high-profile individuals, including 
the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, UAE President His Highness 

Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, US President Barack Obama, and others.

Happiness lies within ourselves, somehow hidden, and all 
we have to do is to make more effort to unveil it so that 
our thirst is quenched

W
ho has not felt thirsty? Who has not had a dry 

throat? Who has not been short of breath on 

dry, hot summer days of suffocating humidity? 

Who has not got dry lips for lack of fluids or freshwater to 

quench the thirst of days? Who has not longed for a sip of 

a damping green juice sinking in ice cubes, on a summer 

night, in front of the TV, taken by a 

fascinating drama series, or listening 

to calm music playing on the strings 

of one's dreams and wishes? 

When destiny writes down the 

musical notes of life’s melody, 

glistening emotions, and subtle 

sensations dance to the tunes. 

At such moments, a companion 

might cross your mind. Perhaps a 

lady that took your breath away at 

first sight. Although she had walked 

away, she dwelled in your heart. She 

swayed in your soul, shaking your 

feelings, setting your longing for her 

on fire. A fire that only seeing her 

can extinguish. Looking for her, you look out of the 

window, up to the cloudy sky, the crystal raindrops, under 

the moonlight, the flickering stars, and in front of the 

Thirst can be 
quenched by 
successes, a 
thought, an 
invention, a brilliant 
child. It can be 
quenched from 
within

fireplace in the icy mountains. 

Her image brings you the serenity you are looking 

for. You swim, day and night, in the waves of her scent 

as if your world revolved around her. You are happy 

and satisfied. You walk comfortably. You run 

effortlessly. You insatiably think about her, how to get 

to her.  You do all that it takes to 

win her. Soon, all of this dies away 

when you realise that her heart 

belongs to someone else. 

Unquenched, thirst comes back. 

You seek to do it all over again, 

trying to find someone else, to have 

a sip of juice or water again, as if 

your serenity comes only from the 

other. Lethal. All of this is lethal! 

Thirst can be quenched by 

successes, a thought, an invention, 

a brilliant child. It can be quenched 

from within. 

Look for serenity inside of yourself 

first. Happiness lies within ourselves, 

somehow hidden, and all we have to do is to make more 

effort to unveil it so that our thirst is quenched. Expand 

your sources. Make yourself a green juice. 

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior
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AN ELECTRONICS STORE IS BADLY LOOTED, BUT THE 
DIGITAL INFORMATION OF THE STOLEN GOODS LEADS 

THE POLICE TO THE CRIMINALS

BY WAGIH HASSAN

BARCODE 
CLUE

CRIME & PUNISHMENT 
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By tracing a phone 
number used in one 
of the stolen mobile 
devices, the police 

were able to identify 
the owner of the 

number

the owner of the number, a 19-year-old 

male of Asian origin, named Zain. He was 

placed under CID surveillance and it was 

soon discovered by the police that his 

circle of acquaintances included several 

troublemakers in the city.

After some more surveillance and 

stakeout, a police patrol from the CID 

swooped in and arrested two young men 

of Asian origin, named Babar and Khalid, 

while they were inside a music store.

During interrogation, each of them 

confessed that, along with another person 

who was also Asian, they had looted the 

electronic goods shop at night. It was 

a well-planned operation as they had 

observed the shop owner’s routine for a 

few days, learning about the opening and 

closing hours. 

What’s more, the gang members 

visited the store several times, posing 

as customers, to check out the goods 

they intended to steal. This is how they 

managed to bag everything so quickly 

during the heist; they already knew what 

to get from where in the shop. Babar’s 

vehicle was their getaway car; they 

stashed the loot in it and then moved the 

goods to predetermined locations.

Raiding the residence of the two 

thieves, the CID team found the goods 

stolen from Tariq’s shop. In addition, 

they found a sharp sword, an iron saw, 

hammers of various sizes, and a knife with 

a long blade, along with gloves, masks, 

items of disguise, etc.

The investigations led the police to 

Rafik, cousin of Khalid and the third man in 

the gang who guarded the shop entrance 

while the looting went on.

The confessions of the three were 

recorded. Tariq was called upon to identify 

the burglars, and he stated that they had 

come in as customers; he also identified 

the retrieved goods as his own.

Afterwards, Tariq expressed his deep 

appreciation to the CID team and other 

personnel of the local police station; he 

was very grateful for the action taken to 

protect honest people in the country from 

despicable criminals.

At the trial, the three young men were 

sentenced to prison, to be followed by 

deportation.

The footage also showed that a third 

person closed the sliding door from the 

outside so that the shop would appear to 

be shut as usual and no one would spot 

the two thieves inside. The thieves’ speed 

and practised manner pointed at the 

involvement of an organised gang.

However, the footage couldn’t reveal 

the identity of the burglars; the police 

didn’t get a clue even after reviewing the 

film multiple times. The thieves moved 

around the shop in the dark, aided by their 

mobile phone torch, and their faces were 

O
wner of an electronic goods 

store located in a busy street 

in a big city, 37-year-old 

Tariq experienced the kind 

of tiredness at the end of every day that 

comes from running a successful business.

One such evening, he closed his store 

— it was a dealership in mobile phones, 

accessories, and computer equipment — 

and went home. He had no worries about 

the valuable merchandise inside, since 

the area wasn’t crime-prone, there were 

many people out and about, and the store 

entrance was fitted with a security camera.

The next morning, as Tariq began to 

open the sliding door of his shop, he was 

surprised to see the iron lock broken. 

As he entered the store, he found it in a 

state of chaos. The shop had clearly been 

burgled, and in a very audacious way — 

even a brief glance told the owner that 

more than 150 mobile phones, along with 

computer processors, memory cards, and 

other expensive electronic equipment had 

been stolen.

Struggling with his state of shock, 

Tariq began to list the stolen goods to 

make an estimate of their total value. The 

amount of loss was very high, running 

into hundreds of thousands of dirhams, 

according to the statement he gave to 

the local police station.

The Criminal Investigation Department 

of the police immediately sent a team to 

the looted shop to hunt for clues and track 

down the thieves. This kind of robbery can 

shake business confidence and the police 

take these crimes very seriously.

In order to cover their tracks and hide 

their identity, the burglars had broken the 

store’s two computers designated for work 

and surveillance, but the police managed 

to obtain footage from the backup hard 

drive of the surveillance system. The 

footage showed a pair of young masked 

men making their way into the shop 

around 2:45 am, at a time when the main 

street was completely deserted.

The camera showed the two thieves 

arriving at the shop, faces masked. They 

moved quickly, their energy indicating that 

they were young, and they swiftly began 

grabbing the merchandise and shoved it 

all into a large leather bag.

tightly masked. Only their agility made 

it clear that they were young. The third 

person watching the store entrance was 

masked as well.

For the first few days, no arrests could 

be made as it was impossible to pinpoint 

any suspects. But then, the case began 

to change direction, as a vital clue 

emerged. It was Tariq who came up with 

the lead — it struck him that the thieves 

had stolen the mobile phones and some 

other equipment without their packaging; 

this packaging was still in the shop’s 

small storage space and each box had a 

barcode unique to each stolen item.

Armed with this clue, the police 

department sent a letter to the city’s 

telecommunication authorities through the 

Attorney General’s Office. They intended 

to track down the stolen items by utilising 

the barcodes.

Some days later, by tracing a phone 

number used in one of the stolen mobile 

devices, the police were able to identify 
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We extend our best wishes to

the             Magazine issued by

the Ministry of Interior on an occasion

The Magazine's golden jubilee

Fifty years in the service of the nation



HISTORYHISTORY

THE
VICEROY’S 

DURBAR IN 
SHARJAH

IN HIS VERY SIGNIFICANT 1903 SPEECH ADDRESSING THE 
RULERS OF THE EMIRATES, THE VICEROY OF INDIA SOUGHT TO 
REINFORCE THE WEIGHT OF BRITISH INFLUENCE IN THE GULF

BY DR FALEH HANDHAL
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HISTORYHISTORY

I
n the historical section of the 1908 

book Gulf Guide, written by British 

political resident John Gordon 

Lorimer, there is a detailed account of 

the November 1903 visit of Lord George 

Curzon to the Persian Gulf.

Lord Curzon, the British Viceroy in 

India, toured the Gulf meeting rulers of 

the emirates and sheikhdoms. In the 

previous chapter, we have seen how the 

Indian community in Muscat presented the 

Viceroy with a letter.

Indians were amongst the most 

important non-Arab groups in the Gulf 

territories. Their letter to Lord Curzon, for 

whom Muscat was the first stop on this 

tour, contained praise for the reigning 

Sultan and an appeal for the British to 

put an end to local tribal conflicts that 

threatened the Indian community’s lives, 

property, and commercial interests.

After reading the letter, Lord Curzon 

requested a meeting with some of them. 

This is what he said: “Gentlemen, it is 

with much pleasure that I have received 

the loyal and well-composed address 

which has just been read, and that on 

crossing the sea from India to the shores 

of another country, I find a large and 

prosperous community of the subjects 

of His Majesty the King-Emperor existing 

and plying their trade here in conditions 

of security and contentment. Indian 

subjects who are thus to be found in 

Muscat and the other ports of Oman 

amount to no fewer than 1,300 persons.

“The political stake of one country 

in another is sometimes measured by 

its commercial interests. I will take, 

for instance, the time in which I have 

been connected with the Government 

of India, namely, the past five years. 

When I find that during that period, the 

British proportion of trade with the port 

of Muscat has averaged 84 per cent, 

I realise that in addressing you, I am 

receiving a body of gentlemen who 

represent a not unimportant outpost of 

British commercial enterprise in the East, 

and whose labours have contributed, and 

still contribute, in no small degree to the 

material welfare of Oman.

“I am glad to hear from you that in 

the pursuit of these peaceful avocations 

your interests are safeguarded; that 

you obtain justice; that you abstain from 

litigation; and that you enjoy complete 

religious tolerance. These conditions 

are all favourable to the success of your 

operations, and they leave you with little 

ground for complaint. You have spoken of 

the disturbances that sometimes spring 

up in the interior, and which occasionally 

travel down to the coastal ports and 

affect the security of the places in which 

you reside. The British Government has 

never embroiled itself in this internal strife, 

which appears to be a hereditary legacy 

in Oman. But, undoubtedly, if it were to 

reach a point that seriously menaced 

the interests or imperilled the lives and 

property of British subjects lawfully trading 

upon the coast, we should feel called 

upon to intervene for their protection, 

and by no one, I am sure, would such 

intervention be more loyally welcomed, 

or more cordially assisted, than by His 

Highness [the Sultan].”

Then the Viceroy decided to visit 

the Sultan in his palace, where he was 

received in the guest hall. The Sultan sat 

there, as did more than 70 of the sheikhs 

and notables from across the country. In 

the evening, Lord Curzon and his wife 

held a grand dinner party on board the 

Hardinge, the Viceroy’s ship. Dinner 

invitees included consuls in Muscat and a 

number of employees of the British fleet 

stationed there.

On the following day, November 19, 

at 11:30am, a grand reception was held 

for the residents, as well as for the 

Commander-in-Chief of the British Navy 

operating in the Gulf. When the Sultan 

arrived, a hundred marines formed an 

honour guard to welcome him. Then a 

loyal address to welcome Lord Curzon 

by the Sultan in Arabic language was 

read out by one of his representatives. It 

said: “It is now more than a century since 

my forefathers first entered into treaty 

relations with Great Britain, and that an 

Lord Curzon's meeting with the sheikhs of the emirates on board the 
British warship Argonaut docked off Sharjah shore (1903)
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English Resident has represented the 

Great Government in our territory. And 

for a long period before that, Muscat 

had been in constant commercial touch 

with the English through the trading 

ports of India. During that period, the 

Rulers of Oman have been on terms of 

the closest friendship with Great Britain, 

and at many of those hours of need 

and difficulty, which are wont to arise 

so suddenly in an Eastern State, I and 

my forebearers have been the grateful 

recipients, on innumerable occasions, of 

that moral and substantial support, which 

the British Government has been ever 

ready to afford.” 

After the Sultan’s representative had 

finished his speech, which had been 

translated into English upon delivery, 

Lord Curzon stood and answered him in 

English with the following: “It was Your 

Highness’s own great-grandfather with 

whom the first Treaty was concluded with 

the East India Company 105 years ago, 

and during that time, the friendly relations 

between the two Governments has been 

demonstrated by a series of Treaties 

or Conventions of which I can trace no 

fewer than nine, and which have provided 

for the closest political and commercial 

relations. This series of agreements 

sufficiently testifies to the connections 

that have grown between the two 

Governments, and that have linked the 

State of Oman to the British Government 

by quite exceptional ties.

due to the distance between them and 

the shore, which was about five miles. 

The sheikhs of the emirates gathered 

in Sharjah, and were requested to meet 

Lord Curzon — they were Sheikh Saqr 

bin Khalid Al Qasimi of Sharjah and Ras 

Al Khaimah; Sheikh Zayed bin Khalifa of 

Abu Dhabi; Sheikh Maktoum bin Hasher of 

Dubai; and Sheikh Abdulaziz bin Humaid 

Al Nuaimi of Ajman.

Sheikh Ahmad bin Abdullah Al Mualla 

of Umm Al Quwain was unable to attend, 

so he was represented by his son, Sheikh 

Rashid bin Ahmad Al Mualla.

It was decided that the meeting would 

be held on board the accompanying British 

warship Argonaut. The sheikhs boarded 

the Indian ship Patrick Stewart to reach the 

Argonaut, where the reception hall was set.

Lord Curzon and the Admiral came at 

3:30pm. The proud nature of the Arab 

sheikhs and their companions impressed 

everyone. Then Curzon rose and gave 

a long speech in English that was 

essentially a summary of Britain’s history 

in Arab waters during the 19th century. 

And the following is what we gleaned 

from it: “Chiefs of the Arab Coast who 

are in Treaty relations with the British 

Government, I have come here as the 

representative to the great Empire of 

India of the British authority which you 

and your fathers and forefathers have 

known and dealt with for more than a 

hundred years; and my objective is to 

show you that though you live at some 

distance from the shores of India, you are 

“You have referred to the fact that the 

British Government extended a peculiar 

measure of protection in the past to 

the State of Oman and its rulers. So 

long as the rulers of Oman continue to 

observe their Treaty engagements to the 

Government of India, and to administer 

this State with enlightenment and justice, 

they will continue to receive the support of 

the British Government. 

“I still have one agreeable function 

to perform. I received the gracious 

permission of His Majesty the King-

Emperor to confer upon Your Highness 

the high honour of the Grand Cross of the 

Order of the Indian Empire. This distinction 

will be a proof to Your Highness of the 

sincere sentiments of friendship which 

are entertained towards you by the British 

Government. It will now be my pleasing 

duty, as Grand Master of the Order, to 

proceed to the due and solemn investiture 

of Your Highness.”

In the evening of that day, on November 

19, 1903, Lord Curzon and his wife left 

Muscat on board the warship Hardinge, 

along with the protection ship and other 

ships. On the morning of November 20, 

the ship reached the Ras Al Jebel area, 

stopped there for some time, and then 

headed to Sharjah.

SHARJAH VISIT

Early on November 21, the British ships 

reached the outskirts of Sharjah. The ships 

did not fire salute shots upon their arrival 

Lord George Curzon 
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Muscat had been in 
constant commercial 

touch with the 
English through 

the trading ports of 
India. During that 

period, the rulers of 
Oman have been on 

terms of the closest 
friendship with Great 

Britain

Early on November 
21, the British ships 

reached the outskirts 
of Sharjah. The ships 
did not fire salute 
shots upon their 

arrival due to the 
distance between them 
and the shore, which 
was about five miles
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HISTORYHISTORY

This speech referred 

to Sheikh Zayed bin 

Khalifa, then ruler 

of Abu Dhabi, who 

wanted to break 

away in 1900 from the 

diplomatic isolation 

regime imposed by 

Britain

not forgotten by the Government, but that 

they adhere to the policy of guardianship 

and protection which has given you 

peace and guaranteed your rights for 

the best part of a century, and that the 

first Viceroy of India who has ever visited 

these waters does not quit them without 

seeking an opportunity of meeting you in 

person, and of renewing the assurances 

and engagements by which we have 

been so long united.

“In 1820, the first general Treaty was 

signed between the British Government 

and the Chiefs, and of these or similar 

agreements there have been in all no 

fewer than eight. Chiefs, out of the 

relations that were thus created, and 

which by your own consent constituted 

the British Government the guardian of 

inter-tribal peace, there grew political 

ties between the Government of India 

and yourselves, whereby the British 

Government became your overlords and 

protectors, and you have relations with no 

other Power. Every one of the States has 

bound itself, as you know, not to enter 

into any agreement or correspondence 

with any other Power, not to admit the 

agent of any other Government, and not 

to part with any portion of its territories. 

These engagements are binding on every 

one of you. 

“And there are persons who ask: Why 

should Great Britain continue to exercise 
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these powers? The history of your States 

and your families, and the present 

condition of the Gulf, are the answer. We 

were here before any other Power, in 

modern times, had shown its face in these 

waters. We found strife and we have 

created order. It was our commerce as 

well as your security that was threatened 

and called for protection. We opened 

these seas to the ships of all nations and 

enabled their flags to fly in peace. We 

have not seized or held your territory. We 

have not destroyed your independence 

but have preserved it. We are not now 

going to throw away this century of a 

costly and triumphant enterprise; we shall 

not wipe out the most unselfish page in 

history. The peace of these waters must 

still be maintained; your independence 

will continue to be upheld, and the 

influence of the British Government 

must remain supreme. Chiefs, I am here 

today to exchange greetings with you, to 

renew old assurances, and to wish you 

prosperity in the future.”

The Durbar ended, and in the evening, 

Lord Curzon and the British fleet left 

Sharjah and sailed towards Bandar Abbas.

REFERENCE TO ABU DHABI

Taking a moment to consider Lord 

Curzon’s speech to the Sheikhs of the 

emirates is necessary since it was delivered 

in a condescending tone and in an attempt 

to impose British influence on the region — 

what was stated in it was that he does not 

allow any agreement or contact with any 

other country, nor is it allowed to give up 

any part of the province.

This speech and this phrase referred 

to Sheikh Zayed bin Khalifa, then ruler of 

Abu Dhabi, who wanted to break away in 

1900 from the diplomatic isolation regime 

imposed by Britain on Abu Dhabi and all 

the other emirates. Taking this initiative, 

he contacted the Persian court, aiming 

to put an end to the dispute between the 

emirates and Persia over the islands (Abu 

Musa, Greater Tunb, and Lesser Tunb in 

the Strait of Hormuz), and also to obtain 

facilities for Arab ships in Persian ports.

He sent a delegation to meet the 

Persian “Daryabeigi”, that is, Lord 

Admiral Ahmed Khan, who welcomed 

the Arab delegation and conveyed their 

proposals to the Persian court. The Shah 

of Persia sent a letter in reply to Sheikh 

Zayed, affirming his intent to cooperate 

with him, and sent him a golden sword. 

In return, Sheikh Zayed sent him two 

purebred Arabian horses. Also, he 

decided to take down the white flag with 

a red square imposed on the emirates 

by the British authorities and to raise a 

green flag instead.

The British authorities were alarmed 

by these actions. On October 6, 1900, a 

British destroyer arrived in Abu Dhabi, 

carrying a threat to Sheikh Zayed that the 
Lord and Lady Curzon (centre), and staff on a tour to parts of the Arabian Gulf in 1903
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city would be attacked if he continued his 

relationship with the Persian government 

and if he did not lower the green flag and 

raise the old red one. They emphasised 

the treaty of 1892, called the “Exclusive 

Agreement”, which obligated him not to, 

in any way, enter into an agreement or 

correspondence with any government 

other than the British government.

As for Lord Curzon, his ship arrived at 

Bandar Abbas on November 22, after 

which he visited Hormuz, Qeshm Island 

and Lengeh, and left on November 25, 

heading to Bahrain.

BAHRAIN VISIT

The British fleet reached the outskirts 

of Bahrain at 8am on November 26, 

and after two hours, the ship Hardinge 

was able to dock at the port, as did the 

accompanying vessels. At 1:30pm, Sheikh 

Isa bin Ali Al Khalifa, then ruler of Bahrain, 

accompanied by the Assistant Political 

Officer, three of his sons and the eldest 

grandson, boarded the ship.

He reviewed the guard of honour and 

then entered the hall, where Lord Curzon 

received him, and a short conversation 

took place between them. The Sheikh 

thanked the Lord for his government's 

recognition of his son Sheikh Hamad as 

Crown Prince, and his interest and his visit 

to Bahrain. Then the interview ended, and 

Sheikh Isa left the ship. In the afternoon, 

the Lord visited the city of Manama and 

was received on the sidewalk by Sheikh 

Isa himself, even though he was fasting in 

the month of Ramadan.

In the evening, the Lord was in the 

commission/ residency, and from there 

the Sheikh accompanied him to the port 

to return to his ship. There, he received 

a message from the Indians residing in 

Bahrain, who were Hindu merchants, 

welcoming his arrival. In their letter, they 

said: “We hope that your honour, my 

lord, has come to know that we have 

travelled to the Gulf two hundred years 

ago, when merchant ships were not 

able to visit the Gulf and all business 

was carried out by sailing boats, and in 

difficult conditions. But now, the times 

have changed as the British protectorate 

has brought its usual blessings of 

security, peace and prosperity. 

“The Bahrain port, with its natural 

location, is considered a great station 

for trade, as it is the commercial centre 

of the markets of Al-Ahsa, Al-Qatif, Al-

Qatar and the surrounding countries. In 

order to increase commercial transport, 

the establishment of a berth inside the 

sea for this port is considered a very 

necessary matter so that the barges 

can work at all times, which increases 

the speed of unloading commercial 

ships. So, we respectfully hope that 

this request will receive your kind 

attention. We are eager to contribute 

to the growing trade of Qatar and Qatif, 

so we ask Your Excellency to appoint 

employees in these two places, as 

there are no representatives of our 

government, and in the event that this 

proposal is impractical, we hope to 

extend the authority of the Political 

Residency in Bahrain to include it. In 

conclusion, we pray to the Almighty 

to bless and prolong the life of His 

Excellency the Viceroy of His Majesty the 

Emperor, by whose mercy we were able 

to live here in peace and prosperity.”

At 11am on November 27, Sheikh Isa 

visited the Viceroy for a private visit on the 

deck of the Hardinge and discussed with 

him some situations. After their meeting, 

Lord Curzon decided to visit Kuwait. 

The Manama Souq area in Bahrain, 1965
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TAKE A PEEK AT THE NEWEST MUST-HAVE HIGH-TECH ELECTRONIC DEVICES

ROLLABLE TV 

GADGETS

MODERN FLIP-PHONE
Years after Samsung introduced its first-ever foldable mobile phone, the company has now launched 

a brand-new take on the much-loved flip-phone of the late 90s. The new 5G-enabled smartphone still 
has that fulfilling feeling of flipping to close your mobile phone when ending unpleasant conversations. 

The Samsung Galaxy Flip3 5G is one of the most compact-sized smartphones to date, measuring 
only 4.2 inches when folded, which will fit in your pocket easily with room to spare. Users can also check 
messages, take photos, and play music without the need to open their mobile phones through the small 
1.9-inch interactive screen. 

This smartphone doesn’t disappoint on its camera quality – it has a 12MP Ultra Wide camera and a 
12MP wide-angle lens for its main cameras. It also has a 10MP front cam for those who love taking 
selfies and videos. What’s even better is that the Samsung Galaxy Flip3 5G’s ‘Flex mode’ enables users 
to capture hands-free selfies from their preferred angle. This mode also acts as a stable tripod to take 
amazing time-lapse videos.

PRICE: Dhs3,800
WEBSITE: www.samsung.com/ae

The next generation of flat screen TVs has arrived, with a unique ‘rollable’ function that makes it more adaptable for your personal space. 
The LG Rollable OLED TV R sports an ultra-thin screen within a state-of-the-art sound system, made possible through LG’s innovative self-lit pixel 

technology. The TV makes your home feel more sophisticated and modern as it appears whenever you need it and disappears whenever you don’t.
It features three different heights, depending on your purpose – line view, zero view, and full view modes, each with its own look-and-feel that 

will complement your space. 
Full view brings the complete experience of this television, with sharp pictures worthy of a movie or series binge, smooth gaming visuals, and 

engaging live sports watching sessions. It is also powered by LG ThinQ, which 
has natural voice recognition, allowing users to command the TV through 
virtual assistants, giving them more convenience and control.

Line view gives users an array of simple yet enjoyable functions, such as a 
clock, frame, mood lighting, sounds, your home dashboard and, of course, 
music. Zero view allows the entire TV to roll up within the speaker and 
disappear without a trace.

PRICE: Dhs367,300
WEBSITE: www.lg.com

CINEMA-LIKE SPEAKERS 
No need to carry huge soundbars that are too much of a hassle to install and move around just 

to enjoy surround sound. The latest Sony HT-A9 speaker system proves that the company’s set 
of four wireless speakers is enough to give you cinema-like Dolby Atmos surround sound in the 
comforts of your own home.

Once you set up the HT-A9 around your living room, each speaker echolocates with the others and automatically calibrates 
the sound within the area. Each device has its own tweeter, a sub, and an upfiring speaker to bring that Dolby Atmos cinema sound quality 
experience in your home – it’s as if you’re inside the movie you’re watching or that action-packed Netflix series you’re bingeing on.

Since each speaker is wireless and portable, there’s no need to rearrange your furniture or position your speakers. The dual microphones 
installed within each speaker will measure their relative height and position, allowing the system to generate 12 phantom speakers and completely 
encircle your room in immersive spatial sound.

PRICE: Dhs7,000
WEBSITE: www.sony.co.uk
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SWEAT-PROOF MOUSE

GAMING POWERHOUSE
Gamers who are always on the go often prefer laptops over custom-made, bulky CPUs. 

Gigabyte’s latest entry into the gaming laptop market, the Gigabyte Aorus 17G, powers 
your gaming experience with a sleek and slim design, with the latest GeForce RTX 30 
series for an optimal visual design.

The Gigabyte Aorus 17G has an ultra-high refresh rate display of up to 300Hz – on par 
with Esports standards, making it one of the few gaming laptops that are officially 
certified by the world-renowned Esports team, G2 Esports. It also has stronger 
keystrokes and powerful, pro-level performance that will engage users in seamless hours 
of playing CS: GO, Fortnite, and Battlefield, to name a few. 

Multitasking is also made easier with the Gigabyte Aorus 17G, as it sports the latest 
8-core Intel® Core™ i7 H series processor. Users can stream, record gameplay, and run 
multiple applications without compromising performance.

Ever experience sweaty palms on your mouse in the middle of your online gaming 
session? 

The Zephyr PRO RGB Gaming Mouse brings an innovative solution for gamers, by 
placing a tiny fan that blows cool air on their palms through its honeycomb outer 
shell, while they enjoy their fast-paced FPS games like Apex Legends, PUBG, or Call 
of Duty.

The Zephyr PRO also reduces the fan’s buzzing noise despite higher revolution to 
help you focus on your game. You can also redesign the angle of the fan anywhere 
from 45° to 180°, to get a stronger cooling blast directly into your palm.

Gamers who wish to modify the colours of their mouse can also use its support 
software to customise lighting effects, macro setup, DPI settings, mouse functions 
remapping and other settings. A fully customisable software can give you the 
ultimate gaming experience. PRICE: Dhs370

WEBSITE: marsback.com

4D HOME THEATRE SEAT
OGet cinema’s 4D experience at home, with ‘sounds that 

you can feel’ via vibrations.
The Flexound Pulse provides a chair with special full-range 

audio within natural sound wave vibrations that immerses its 
user within surround sound provided by the seat itself, without 
the need for external loudspeakers. 

It is thus fitting for this seat to be exhibited at the 4th Edition 
of META Cinema Forum, the largest cinema convention covering Middle East and African 
markets, which will run from October 26-28, 2021 in Dubai.

Each vibration integrates with the content of the film you’re watching, giving a unique 
audio experience – with frequencies of up to 1,000 Hz that you can feel on your skin.

Apart from movies, the Flexound Pulse can also be enjoyed with other entertainment 
activities at your home, including gaming, music, and sports. 

PRICE: TBD
WEBSITE: www.flexound.com

PRICE: Dhs10,300
WEBSITE: www.gigabyte.com
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Learn more about the rippling impact of life and career choices, surprising link between the past and present, 
and finding your voice during tough times

BOOKS

Braver after storm
Title: Choose Possibility: Take Risks and Thrive (Even When You Fail)
Author: Sukhinder Singh Cassidy
Publisher: Mariner Books
Price: Dhs125

Life is made up of a series of choices. How do you trust your instinctive decision-making skills and make 

the next right choice? How do you continue to take risks when, suddenly, your efforts are not working out?

Sukhinder Singh Cassidy is one of the most highly regarded and well-respected female tech executives 

in Silicon Valley, but she’ll be the first to admit that her path to success has been far from linear. She started 

three companies that have done exceedingly well, including the Boardlist (an organisation designed to 

promote and place women onto corporate boards), and she just served as president of StubHub.

But she had also encountered plenty of poor choices, misfires, unexpected headwinds, and all other types of pitfalls that taught her how 

to analyse and navigate into a new path forward. In this book, her listicle on the ‘seven myths of success’ provides an entirely new way to 

approach risk-taking and achieve lasting success. 

Clock is ticking
Title: She Wouldn't Change a Thing
Author: Sarah Adlakha 
Publisher: Forge Books
Price: Dhs80

When 39-year-old Maria Forssmann wakes up in her seventeen-year-old body, she doesn’t know how 

she got there. All she does know is she has to get back to her home in Bienville, Mississippi, to her job as a 

successful psychiatrist and, most importantly, to her husband, daughters, and unborn son.

But she also knows that, in only a few weeks, a devastating tragedy will strike her husband, a tragedy that 

will lead to their meeting each other. Can she change time and still keep what it’s given her?

Exploring the responsibilities love lays on us, the complicated burdens of motherhood, and the impact of our 

choices, this novel is a dazzling debut from a bright new voice.

It's time
Title: Four Thousand Weeks: Time Management for Mortals
Author: Oliver Burkeman
Publisher: Farrar, Straus and Giroux 
Price: Dhs70

Nobody needs telling there isn’t enough time. We’re obsessed with our lengthy to-do lists, our overfilled inboxes, 

work-life balance, and the ceaseless battle against distraction; and we’re deluged with advice on becoming more 

productive and efficient, and “life hacks” to optimise our days. But such techniques often end up making things worse. 

We rarely make the connection between our daily struggles with time and the ultimate time management problem: 

the challenge of how best to use our four thousand weeks. Drawing on the insights of both ancient and contemporary 

philosophers, psychologists, and spiritual teachers, Oliver Burkeman delivers an entertaining, humourous, practical, and ultimately profound guide to 

time and time management. 
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Literary soul
Title: The Bookseller's Secret
Author: Michelle Gable
Publisher: Graydon House
Price: Dhs60

In 1942,  Nancy Mitford is still recovering from a devastating loss of a loved one and her career from war. 

On top of this, her five sisters continue making headlines with their controversial politics.

Eager for distraction and desperate for income, Nancy, who is regarded as one of the “bright young 

things” on the London social scene in the inter-war period, jumps at the chance to manage the Heywood Hill 

bookshop while the owner is away at war. 

Between the shop’s brisk business and the literary salons she hosts for her friends, Nancy’s life seems on the upswing. But when a 

mysterious French officer insists that she has a story to tell, Nancy must decide if picking up the pen again is worth the price she might be 

forced to pay.

For one woman desperately in need of a change, the search will reveal not only a new side to Nancy, but an even more surprising link 

between the past and present.

Game of life
Title: Capsule  
Author: Mel Torrefranca 
Publisher: Lost Island Press
Price: Dhs85

Two students from Brookwood High School mysteriously go missing on the same night. The first is Peter Moon, 

a pescatarian who bashes students from Brookwood on his blog, turning everyone against him. The second is Kat 

Pike, an audacious girl desperate to boost her adrenaline. Three days pass. No leads.

Indifferent to the disappearances, 16-year-old Jackie Mendoza remains immersed in her virtual world of video 

games and online friends. When a menacing app by the name of Capsule downloads itself onto Jackie's mobile 

phone, she enters a game interlaced with reality—a game that threatens to erase Peter and Kat forever. Only Jackie can save them now, but 

Capsule is the most ruthless game she's ever played.

This novel delivers a heart-wrenching thriller about unlikely friendships, bittersweet memories, and a never-ending search for answers best left forgotten.

Journey
to the past 
Title: Out of the Shadows (Star 
Wars: The High Republic)
Author: Justina Ireland 
Publisher: Disney Lucasfilm 
Press 
Price: Dhs130

Sylvestri Yarrow is on a streak of bad 

luck with no end of sight. She's been doing her best to keep the 

family cargo business afloat after her mom's death. Amidst mounting 

debt and increasing attacks by the Nihil on unsuspecting ships, Syl 

is in danger of losing all she has left of her mother. 

Meanwhile, Jedi Knight Vernestra Rwoh has been summoned 

to Coruscant, but with no idea of why or by whom. She and her 

Padawan Imri Cantaros arrive at the capital along with Jedi Master 

Cohmac Vitus and his Padawan, Reath Silas—and are asked to 

assist with the property dispute on the frontier. 

But why? What is so important about an empty patch of space? The 

answer will lead Vernestra to a new understanding of her abilities 

Almost 
irreparable 
Title: This Fragile Earth
Author: Susannah Wise  
Publisher: Gollancz 
Price: Dhs110

Not long from now, in a recognisable yet 

changed London, Signy and Matthew lead a 

dull, difficult life. They’ve only really stayed 

together for the sake of their 6-year-old son, Jed. But they’re surviving, just about. 

Until the day the technology that runs their world stops working. 

Unable to use their mobile phones, pay for anything, even open the smart door 

to their flat, Matthew assumes that this is just a momentary glitch in the computers 

that now run the world.

But then the electricity and gas are cut off. Even the water stops running. 

And the pollination drones – vital to the world, ever since the bees all died – are 

behaving oddly. People are going missing. Soldiers are on the streets.

A shocking incident sends Signy and Jed on the run, desperate to flee London 

and escape to the small village where Signy grew up. Determined to protect her 

son, Signy will do almost anything to survive as the world falls apart around them.
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ENVIRONMENT

Abu Dhabi’s awareness drive on garbage disposal gains ground

UAE University launches shark protection drive

Abu Dhabi residents have been more 

proactive in keeping their homes and 

surroundings cleaner and safer, following 

aggressive awareness drives undertaken 

by local authorities.

The Abu Dhabi Waste Management 

Centre (Tadweer) stated that its ongoing 

workshops for parents, students, and 

residents in general on how to reuse old 

items were gaining traction amongst the 

public.

Dr Salem Al Kaabi, Director General 

of Tadweer, said they had engaged the 

local community to find ways to repurpose 

unwanted items before disposing of them 

properly. Old items common amongst 

households include items made out of 

paper, plastic, and glass.

“One of our key goals at Tadweer is to 

spread awareness amongst the community 

on how to manage, dispose and recycle 

domestic waste in a way that is safe to the 

family first, then the community and the 

environment,” said Al Kaabi.

He added that Tadweer’s Eco-

Awareness Award helped spread 

The United Arab Emirates University 

(UAEU) has launched a campaign that seeks 

to raise awareness amongst the public 

on the importance of increasing shark 

population in the marine environment. 

Dr Mohammad Abdul Mohsen Alyafei, 

who serves as Vice-Dean of the College 

of Food and Agriculture and Chair of the 

Integrative Agriculture Department at 

awareness for university students in Abu 

Dhabi, encouraging action towards a clean, 

safe environment that the next generation 

would benefit from. 

Al Kaabi said that such initiatives and 

programmes were made possible with 

the cooperation of public and private 

partnerships. He also thanked the 

government and its leadership for the 

constant support given to Tadweer.

Domestic waste, also known as 

residential waste, is disposable materials 

generated by households. It can vary 

between non-hazardous and hazardous 

waste and should be disposed of safely or 

recycled properly. 

UAEU, pointed out that sharks contribute 

to maintaining balance in the marine 

ecosystem. This makes sharks “one of 

the most important species in seas and 

oceans”, said Alyafei.

“Within the UAEU, we hope to start the 

marine research programme to maintain 

our natural resources as a sustainable 

source for the future generation,” Alyafei 

added. “It is our responsibility to protect 

these species from getting extinct due to 

overexploitation.”

The UAE government, through 

the Ministry of Climate Change and 

Environment (MoCCAE), is also seeking 

ways to protect sharks by launching 

the ‘National Plan of Action for the 

Conservation and Management of Sharks 

2018-2021’.

The National Plan of Action laid out 

concrete steps for promoting shark 

conservation and sustainability in the UAE 

and enhancing food biodiversity.

Global experts have noted a decline 

in the population of sharks mainly due 

to over-fishing as their fins and meat are 

sold in the market at a high price.

In the UAE, a study conducted by 

MoCCAE and the International Union for 

Conservation of Nature (IUCN), along 

with government and non-government 

partners, highlighted that the UAE is 

home to more than 80 different species 

of sharks and rays. 
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Dubai’s Hatta Mosque receives LEED platinum rating

Dubai has taken another step forward in its 

path towards a greener future, with the world’s 

first mosque to receive a platinum rating for 

green buildings.

The Leadership for Energy and 

Environmental Design (LEED v4) of the US 

Green Buildings Council (USGBC) awarded 

83 points to the Hatta Mosque, which was 

inaugurated by the Dubai Electricity and Water 

Authority (DEWA) in early September.

Saeed Mohammed Al Tayer, Managing 

Director and CEO of DEWA, stated that this was 

an affirmation of DEWA’s progress in fulfilling 

Sharjah launches course on safer marine practices
Sharjah’s efforts to promote the safety of 

its marine resources have a new, free-to-

attend knowledge-sharing platform.

The Environment and Protected Areas 

Authority in Sharjah (EPAA), in coordination 

with the UAE Ministry of Energy and 

Infrastructure, welcomed over 28 fishermen 

and boat owners to a free training course that 

shared key points on environmental safety 

practices for aquatic resources. The training 

programme also provided insights on the 

risks of sea accidents and gave an in-depth 

analysis of legal matters on boat operations.

The participants were also briefed on 

the security and safety equipment that 

must be available on each boat, and the 

internationally recognised maritime distress 

signals, and marine accidents that can 

happen and how these can be avoided.

Hana Saif Al Suwaidi, EPAA Chairperson, 

shared that this platform aimed to educate 

boat users and fishermen on the importance 

of taking care of the Arabian Gulf’s marine 

environment. “We organised this training 

E
PA

A

the leadership’s vision of a city powered by 

sustainable energy resources.

“In all our projects and initiatives, we 

strive to follow the highest sustainability and 

efficiency standards. This is in accordance 

with the Dubai 2040 Urban Master Plan 

launched by His Highness Sheikh Mohammed 

bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President and 

Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, 

which outlines an integrated roadmap for 

urban development based on sustainable 

development to make Dubai the world’s best 

place to live,” said Al Tayer.

“This also helps achieve DEWA’s vision 

to become a globally leading sustainable 

innovative corporation. DEWA works to 

promote the concept of zero energy buildings 

which supports sustainable development, 

economic growth without harming the 

environment and its resources,” he added.

The Hatta Mosque spans 1,050 

square metres and can receive over 600 

worshippers. It also has a 25-metre-high 

minaret, car, and motor bicycle parking, as 

well as facilities for People of Determination 

and a green charger station.

“Inaugurating the world’s first mosque 

to receive the platinum rating for green 

buildings by the Leadership for Energy and 

Environmental Design in Hatta, is part of 

DEWA’s efforts to support the comprehensive 

and sustainable development plan of Hatta 

and meet the needs of its social, economic and 

environmental development,” added Al Tayer.

In addition, the Hatta Mosque conserves 

26.5 per cent of energy and 55 per cent of its 

water consumption. The authorities have been 

installing more solar photovoltaic panels and a 

water treatment unit to reuse water for irrigation 

and cleaning purposes.

course in cooperation with the Ministry of 

Energy and Infrastructure as part of our joint 

efforts to preserve the marine environment 

and enhance security and safety measures 

in it, thus contributing to the preservation 

of living organisms and plants in the marine 

ecosystem to reduce pollution levels 

resulting from dumping waste in seawater,” 

said Al Suwaidi.

She added that fishermen and boat 

owners should keep in mind that throwing 

any kind of waste into the Arabian Gulf 

waters is prohibited by UAE law.

Abdulaziz Salem Al Suwaidi, Director of the 

Marine Sustainability Department at EPAA, 

said that more courses were planned in the 

coming months, to help enhance awareness 

on safe fishing practices that would not 

harm the environment, hone skills of local 

fishermen in maintaining and using boats and 

to facilitate the process of obtaining a marine 

driving licence.
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Fully vaccinated foreign travellers can now enter Abu Dhabi without quarantine

Fully vaccinated foreign travellers 

visiting Abu Dhabi are no longer required 

to undergo quarantine procedures.

The move has taken effect on 

September 5, after the Abu Dhabi 

Emergency, Crisis and Disasters 

Committee announced the updated travel 

In a successful in vitro fertilisation (IVF) 

procedure carried out at a local hospital, 

a woman in the emirate of Sharjah has 

given birth to quadruplet boys.

According to NMC Royal Hospital, the 

Egyptian couple already have three 

daughters, but they had been wanting to 

be blessed with a new bundle of joy in 

the past three years and opted for an IVF 

procedure.

A team of 20 doctors and nurses from 

the hospital assisted in the pregnancy of 

the 33-year-old mother. The quadruplets 

have been named Ahmed, Adam, 

Mohamed, and Malek.

The woman went through fourth 

C-section delivery with her healthy 

newborn weighing between 1.6kg to 2kg.

According to IVF consultant and 

gynaecologist, Dr Ahmed Elbohoty, who 

carried out the C-section procedure, the 

woman was considered a high-risk 

pregnancy case, but she overcame all 

odds to give birth to four boys last July 6. 

Dr Pooja Agarwal, a specialist in 

Sharjah mum welcomes quadruplet boys through IVF pregnancy

NM
C

HEALTH NEWS

procedures for UAE nationals, residents, 

and visitors entering the Capital from all 

international destinations.

Before boarding for Abu Dhabi, all 

travellers — both vaccinated and 

unvaccinated – are required to present a 

negative PCR test result within 48 hours 

neonatology at the hospital, said that 

quadruplet pregnancies are as rare as “1 

of departure.

Fully vaccinated UAE nationals, 

residents, and visitors alike who will arrive 

from ‘green destinations’ must take a PCR 

test on arrival without the need to 

quarantine. Another test will be 

conducted on the 6th day for those who 

will stay in the emirate.

For travellers coming from destinations 

not included in the ‘green list’, a PCR test 

on arrival is mandatory but they are not 

also required to quarantine. Further tests 

on the 4th and 8th days will be conducted 

if they are staying in the emirate.

The ‘no-quarantine’ policy also applies 

to all unvaccinated travellers (including 

those exempt from vaccination) coming 

from ‘green destinations’. It is mandatory, 

however, to take a PCR test on arrival, 

and further tests on the 6th and 9th days. 

Those travelling from outside ‘green 

destinations’, with unvaccinated status must 

take a PCR test on arrival, quarantine for 10 

days, and another PCR test on the 9th day. 

in 700,000 cases with 25 per cent risk of 

spontaneous loss before birth”.

The quadruplet boys born to a couple in Sharjah with NMC Royal Hospital doctors
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Study: Antibiotics increase risk of developing colon cancer 

A link between antibiotic use and colon 

cancer has been reinforced by a study 

conducted by researchers at Umeå 

University in Sweden.

The research, which was published in the 

Journal of the National Cancer Institute, said 

that while antibiotics eradicate bacterial 

infections, they also kill off beneficial 

bacteria, and may allow pathogenic ones to 

An avocado a day may help women lose 

visceral belly fat distribution, according to a 

study at the University of Illinois Urbana-

Champaign and collaborators, published in 

the Journal of Nutrition.

The findings came following the results 

of a randomised controlled trial which had 

involved 105 adults (male and female) with 

overweight and obesity problems. 

Led by Naiman Khan, an Illinois professor 

of kinesiology and community health, 

stated: “The goal wasn't weight loss; we 

were interested in understanding what 

eating an avocado does to the way 

individuals store their body fat. The location 

of fat in the body plays an important role in 

health,” Khan said.

“In the abdomen, there are two kinds of 

fat: fat that accumulates right underneath 

the skin, called subcutaneous fat, and fat 

that accumulates deeper in the abdomen, 

known as visceral fat, that surrounds the 

internal organs. Individuals with a higher 

proportion of that deeper visceral fat tend 

to be at a higher risk of developing 

diabetes. So we were interested in 

determining whether the ratio of 

Avocado a day can beat belly fat in women, study suggests

thrive, increasing the risk of developing 

colon cancer within five to ten years. 

The researchers evaluated antibiotic use 

between 2005 and 2016 between 40,545 

individuals with colon cancer and 202,720 

healthy people. They found that men and 

women who took antibiotics for over six 

months had a 17% greater risk of developing 

colon cancer in the ascending colon than 

subcutaneous to visceral fat changed with 

avocado consumption,” he explained.

The participants were divided into two 

groups. One group were provided meals 

that incorporated a fresh avocado for 12 

weeks, while the other group received a 

meal that had nearly identical ingredients 

but did not contain avocado.

After the trial, it was found that female 

participants who consumed an avocado a 

day had a reduction in visceral abdominal 

fat. However, fat distribution in males did 

those not prescribed antibiotics. 

This increased risk was visible within five 

to ten years of taking antibiotics. 

The study noted, however, that while 

women taking antibiotics were slightly more 

likely to develop rectal cancer, the same risk 

was not observed in men. 

The researchers also clarified that 

non-antibiotic bactericidal drug used against 

urinary infections was not associated with an 

increased risk of colon cancer.

“There is absolutely no cause for alarm 

simply because you have taken antibiotics. 

The increase in risk is moderate and the 

effect on the absolute risk to the individual is 

fairly small,” said Sophia Harlid, one of the 

authors of the study.

 “[I]t is important to take part (in screening 

programmes) so that any cancer can be 

detected early or even prevented, as 

cancer precursors can sometimes be 

removed,” she added.

not change.

“While daily consumption of avocados did 

not change glucose tolerance, what we 

learned is that a dietary pattern that includes 

an avocado every day impacted the way 

individuals store body fat in a beneficial 

manner for their health, but the benefits 

were primarily in females,” Khan said. 

The researchers aim to conduct a 

follow-up study to get a more complete 

picture of the metabolic effects of avocado 

consumption.
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WHAT THE MONTH
HAS IN STORE
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Aries (March 21 – April 20)

Aries author Steve Maraboli says, "The best way to love someone is not to change them, 
but instead, help them reveal the greatest version of themselves." If that strategy appeals 
to you, the next eight weeks will be an excellent time to put it to maximum use. You're 

entering a phase when you can have an especially beneficial effect on people you care for. You'll be at peak power 
to help them unleash dormant potentials and access untapped resources. 

 

Taurus (April 20 – May 21)

“Books are mirrors: You only see in them what you already have inside you," wrote 
author Carlos Zafòn Ruiz. Take it a step further: "Other people are mirrors: You only 
see in them what you already have inside you." And even further. "The whole world 

is a mirror: You only see in it what you already have inside you." Have fun playing with these meditations, 
Taurus. The coming weeks will be a fertile time to explore how thoroughly your experiences reflect the activity 
transpiring in your own brain. 

Gemini (May 22 – June 20)

Poet, essayist, and translator Anne Carson calls her husband Robert Currie the 
"Randomiser." His role in her life as a creative artist is to make quirky recommendations 
that help her avoid being too predictable. He sends her off in directions she wouldn't 

have imagined by herself. Here's an example: At one point in her career, Carson confessed she was bored with 
her writing. The Randomiser suggested, "Let's put dancers into it." In response, she repurposed the sonnets she 
had been working on into a live theatrical performance featuring many dancers. You would benefit from having a 
Randomiser in your life during the coming weeks. 

Cancer (June 21 – July 22)

The ancient Roman author Pliny's ten-volume Natural History, written in the first century, 
was a monumental encyclopedia of the natural world. It offered compilations of facts 
about astronomy, geography, zoology, and many other subjects. There was one big 

problem with it, however. It contained a great deal of erroneous information. For example, Pliny described in detail 
many non-existent animals, including dragons, flying horses, and giant serpents that swallowed bulls and snatched 
birds out of the sky. Be especially skeptical of know-it-alls who are very confident despite being inaccurate or 
erroneous. It's time for you to increase your trust in your own authority. 

Leo (July 23 – August 22)

Celebrated novelist Jane Austen (1775–1817) wrote, "Sometimes I have kept my feelings 
to myself, because I could find no language to describe them in." People who aren't as 
articulate as Austen experience that problem even more often than she did. But the good 

news, Leo, is that in the coming weeks, you'll be extra skillful at expressing your feelings and thoughts—even those 
that in the past have been difficult to put into words. You should take maximum advantage of this grace period. 
Communicate with hearty poise and gleeful abandon. 

Virgo (August 23 – September 22)

"When you know what's important, it's a lot easier to ignore what's not," writes author 
and life coach Marie Forleo. Let's make her thought the basis of your work and play 
in the coming weeks. Get vibrantly clear on what is of supreme value to you, which 

influences bring out the best in you, and which people make it easy for you to be yourself. Then compose a second 
list of trivial situations that are of minor interest, influences that make you feel numb, and people who don't fully 
appreciate you. Next, Virgo, formulate long-term plans to phase out the things in the second list as you increasingly 
emphasise your involvement in the pleasures named in the first list. 

Libra (September 23 – October 22)

Here are five concepts to meditate on during the rest of 2021. They're all authored by 

Libran aphorist Yahia Lababidi. 1. Hope is more patient than despair and so outlasts it. 

2. Miracles are proud creatures; they will not reveal themselves to those who do not 

believe. 3. A good listener is one who helps us overhear ourselves. 4. One definition of success might be refining 

our appetites, while deepening our hunger. 5. With enigmatic clarity, life gives us a different answer each time 

we ask her the same question. 

Scorpio (October 23 – November 21)

Pioneering psychologist Carl Jung wrote, "I must also have a dark side if I am to be 

whole." But it's important to add that some dark sides tend to be destructive and 

demoralising, while other dark sides are fertile and interesting. Most people have 

a share of each. Scorpios, you will soon have extra power to upgrade your relationship with the fertile and 

interesting aspects of your dark side. You should take advantage of this. You have a ripe opportunity to deepen 

and expand your wholeness. 

Sagittarius (November 22 – December 21)

Sagittarian poet Rainer Maria Rilke was a complicated person with many mysterious 

emotions and convoluted thoughts. And yet, he once wrote that life occasionally 

brought him "boundless simplicity and joy." It’s amazing that Rilke could ever welcome 

such a state. Kudos to him! How about you, dear Sagittarius? Are you capable of recognising when boundless 

simplicity and joy are hovering in your vicinity, ready for you to seize them? If so, be extra alert in the next two 

weeks. These waves of positivity should visit soon. 

Capricorn (December 22 – January 19)

Baltasar Gracián was not a 21st-century New Age self-help teacher. He was a 17th-

century Jesuit philosopher born under the sign of serious, diligent Capricorn. You 

ought to be extra receptive to his advice in the coming weeks. He wrote, “Know your 

key qualities, your outstanding gifts. Cultivate them. Redouble their use." Amongst the key qualities he gave 

as examples were disciplined discernment and resilient courage. You should focus your attention because the 

coming weeks will be a rousing time to heed his counsel. It's time for you to identify and celebrate and give 

abundant expression to your key qualities

Aquarius (January 20 – February 18)

Aquarian author Toni Morrison testified, "I think of beauty as an absolute necessity. 

I don't think it's a privilege or an indulgence. It's almost like knowledge, which is to 

say, it's what we were born for." I urge you to adopt her perspective during the next 

four weeks, Aquarius. A devoted quest for beauty will heal exactly what most needs to be healed in you. It 

will teach you everything you most need to know. Take inventory of the extent that "No" fills up your life. 

Notice how often you say or think: 1. "That's not right." 2. "I don't like that." 3. "I don't agree with that." 4. 

"They don't like me." 5. "I'm not very good." 6. "That should be different from what it is."

Pisces (February 19 – March 20)

In Oscar Wilde's novel The Picture of Dorian Gray, the lead character says to a 

friend, "You filled me with a wild desire to know everything about life." Is there a 

person who might inspire you like that, Pisces? Maybe a person from your past with 

whom you've fallen out of touch? Or is there a person hovering on the outskirts of your life who could 

stimulate you to have such feelings? Now is a favorable time to seek these influences. You should be bold 

in your quest to associate with allies who will stimulate positivity in your life and teach you crucial lessons.
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7  Phone home (7)

8  Law offenders (7)

10  Statement (6)

11  Dent (8)

12  Leaving Man United (4)

13  Party (10)

14  English suit (11)

19  Energetic brawler (6,4)

22  Secured runs (4)

23  Pests at home (5,3)

24  American greeting (6)

25  Old sticks (7)

26  Counting to ten (7)

DOWN

1  Holiday place (7)

2  Getting hiccups (8)

3  Onboard ship (6)

4  Circuit training (8)

5  Symbol of authority (6)

6  Dirty bird (7)

9  Total price (11)

15  Hypersensitive girl (8)

16  Stiff treatment (8)

17  Paid debts (7)

18  Catch up (7)

20  Taken by scams (6)

21  Capsized vessels (6)

PUZZLES
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