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EDITOR’S NOTE

Once again, we’re proud to bring you an issue of 999 that shows we have one of 

the world’s most determined and dynamic leaderships. Of the two major crises – 

the novel coronavirus pandemic and the accelerating pace of climate change – that 

the human race is dealing with, the UAE has made rapid strides in both areas. 

The country has one of the world’s best rates of COVID-19 tests per million 

people. Its Phase III vaccine trial has drawn a huge number of volunteers – more 

than 15,000 at last count – who are contributing selflessly to the race to develop a 

viable vaccine for the global community. All of these are in our cover story this 

issue.

The country has also started up operations at the Barakah Nuclear Power Plant, 

located in the emirate of Abu Dhabi, without any lapse in health precautions. The 

plant is part of the UAE’s strategic move towards increasing the mix of renewables 

in its overall energy sources. The four reactors of Barakah, when fully operational, 

will prevent annual greenhouse gas emissions equivalent to the removal of

3.2 million sedan cars from UAE roads.

These are astonishing achievements for a nation that’s less than five decades 

old. Our leadership has already laid out the progress roadmap for the next 50 years. 

We know that if an unprecedented global pandemic couldn’t keep us down, then 

there’s no stopping the UAE.

On the subject of COVID-19, almost the only subject on everyone’s mind now, 

this 999 issue highlights two major problems whose remedy depends on people’s 

cooperation and consideration. One: marine pollution caused by people 

thoughtlessly discarding their COVID-19 masks, which are then carried by the wind 

to the sea. Two: infections caused by careless gatherings to celebrate cultural or 

family occasions, without observing the necessary social distancing. Neither 

pollution nor the novel coronavirus knows any borders, and people’s behaviour 

today could either mitigate these threats or aggravate them tomorrow. Through this 

magazine, we’ve done our best to deliver the message.

One of the positives of the pandemic is that UAE residents are discovering the 

joy and convenience of cycling, either in dedicated bike lanes or on relatively 

car-free roads. Cycling is exhilarating, eco-friendly, a great workout, and gets one 

from A to B with the right degree of physical distancing. This could well be the time 

when many people make a permanent switch to a more active lifestyle; it’s essential 

to do so by observing road safety guidelines. Our feature has all the information you 

need to make cycling a part of your day.

Maybe you and your group could pedal over to the nearest theme park or mall 

or resort, now that many of the top tourist attractions around the country are 

opening up – read about them here. Why go anywhere else when the UAE brings 

the world to you?

The gradual re-opening of the economy puts the spotlight back on the business 

atmosphere in the country. Our features present an in-depth look at various topics: 

the feasibility of investing in Dubai’s real estate market and the role of women in 

high finance.

Notwithstanding the pandemic, the UAE is destined for great things, and you 

would be, too, if you take all the right steps to secure your future.
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THE UAE IS ACHIEVING FEAT AFTER FEAT. HOT ON THE HEELS OF THE LAUNCH OF THE HOPE 
PROBE, THE BARAKAH NUCLEAR POWER PLANT HAS BEGUN OPERATIONS BY MEETING 

THE GOLD STANDARDS OF SAFETY AND RELIABILITY. 999 LOOKS AT ITS STAGE-BY-STAGE 
DEVELOPMENT AND ITS ROLE IN ECONOMIC GROWTH AND CLIMATE CHANGE MITIGATION

THE UAE HAS GOT 15,000 VOLUNTEERS FOR ITS PHASE III OF THE COVID-19 VACCINE TRIALS; KEPT THE 
DEATH RATE AT 1 PER CENT; AND RECORDED A 90 PER CENT RECOVERY RATE. THESE JAW-DROPPING 

NUMBERS HAVE BEEN ACHIEVED THROUGH FORESIGHT AND DISCIPLINE. THE PUBLIC, HOWEVER, MUST 
BECOME DOUBLY CAUTIOUS, IN ORDER TO CONTAIN THE VIRUS
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HIS Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of 
the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, has directed the 
Ministry of Economy to ensure that all the nuts 

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the 
UAE and Ruler of Dubai, chaired the first physical 
meeting of the UAE Cabinet since February.

His Highness announced the new UAE Cabinet 
meetings will continue from August instead of 
September due to the exceptional circumstances.

Emphasising the importance of focusing on 
economic matters, His Highness said, “We 
approved 33 initiatives presented to us by the new 
Economy Minister and established a committee to 
follow up on implementation.”

“We restructured a number of councils and issued 
new appointments. We discussed the government’s 
structure for the upcoming period and the most 
important new changes to keep pace with the 
priorities of the next stage,” His Highness added.

During the Cabinet meeting, it approved the 
establishment of Union’s General Budget Committee, 
chaired by HH Sheikh Hamdan bin Rashid Al 

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the 
UAE and Ruler of Dubai, enacted a law regulating 
family-owned businesses in Dubai.

Law No. 9 of 2020 aims to provide a clear legal 
framework for family ownership in the emirate. It 
seeks to protect families’ wealth, enhance the 
contribution of family businesses to economic and 
social development, and foster the growth of family 
businesses.

NEWSNEWS

President enacts law on orders, medals, badges of appreciation for Abu Dhabi Police GHQ

UAE leaders congratulate Arab, Islamic leaders on new Hijri 

Vice President pushes UAE to be the most competitive economy post COVID-19

VP spearheads 1st physical meeting of new UAE Cabinet

VP issues new law to regulate family-owned businesses in Dubai

and bolts of the economy are secure for its take 
off in the post-coronavirus era. 

In a meeting with Ministry’s task force, His 
Highness reviewed the Ministry’s post 

Maktoum, Deputy Ruler of Dubai and Minister of 
Finance; HH Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential 
Affairs, as Deputy Chairperson; and the membership 
of HH Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation, Mohammed bin Abdullah Al Gergawi, 
Minister of Cabinet Affairs and Obaid bin Humaid 

UAE leaders extol historic start-up of Barakah Nuclear Power Plant Unit 1
THE wise leadership of the UAE took pride over 
the historic start-up operations of the Unit 1 of 
the Barakah Nuclear Power Plant, the first 
Peaceful Nuclear Energy Programme in the 
Arab world. 

President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan praised this landmark 
achievement made possible by a team of 
Emirati experts and institutions, enabling the 
start of the UAE’s embark on the use of a 
sustainable and clean source of electricity. “This 
milestone, which comes a few days after the 
launch of the Hope Probe, confirms that our 
state — guided by Emirati teams — is steadily 
progressing ahead with well-weighed plans 
towards building a robust knowledge base in 
all fields,” His Highness Sheikh Khalifa said.

His Highness also congratulated HH Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice 
President and Prime Minister of the UAE and 
Ruler of Dubai; and HH Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi 
and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE 
Armed Forces; and Their Highnesses Supreme 

PRESIDENT His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan issued Law No. 17 of 2020, 
pertaining to Orders, Medals and Badges of 
Appreciation for the Abu Dhabi Police General 
Headquarters (GHQ).

Under the new law, these emblems of 
distinction may be granted to affiliates of Abu 
Dhabi Police GHQ, military officers, and 
members of the community who have delivered 
distinguished and outstanding services for Abu 
Dhabi Police GHQ and the community.

The Orders can only be granted by a decree 

PRESIDENT His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan has sent a congratulatory 
message to the kings, presidents and emirs of 
Arab and Islamic countries on the occasion of the 
new Hijri year. 

His Highness Sheikh Khalifa shared his best 
wishes for their respective nations and throughout 
the region, in honour of the Islamic holiday.

Meanwhile, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime 

Council Members and Rulers of the Emirates.
Meanwhile, HH Sheikh Mohammed bin 

Rashid Al Maktoum said the goal of the 
peaceful nuclear power plant is to supply one 
quarter of the country with a safe, reliable, and 
zero carbon emission electricity. Lauding the 
team of Emiratis, along with the international 
scientists, behind the mega energy project, His 
Highness said, “The UAE has split the atom 
and seeks to explore the galaxy; a message to 
the world that Arabs are able to resume their 
scientific march and compete with the rest of 

great nations. Nothing is impossible.”
HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 

for his part, reiterated that the programme is 
part of the UAE’s roadmap for sustainable 
progress. “Congratulations on realising this 
historic achievement in the energy sector and 
marking this milestone in the roadmap for 
sustainable development,” His Highness said. 

The start-up of Unit 1 marks the first time that 
the reactor safely produces heat, which is used 
to create steam, turning a turbine to generate 
electricity. 
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COVID-19 economic game plan and stressed 
that the top priority at this stage is to make the 
UAE the most competitive economy in the 
world, and to be the most stable and 
diversified economy in the long term.

“We want a competitive national economy, 
well integrated, acting proactively, and make 
quality strides,” said His Highness. “The 
economic equation of the next phase consists 
of a conducive business and legal environment, 
along with efficient logistics services.”

During the meeting, the Ministry presented 
“The 50 Economic Plan”, which represents the 
ministry’s vision for the next decade, as well as 
key outcomes for the national economy by 
2030. 

Al Tayer, Minister of State for Financial Affairs.
Moreover, the Cabinet greenlighted the new 

structure of the Education Council, chaired by HH 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan. It also 
approved a number of decisions and appointments, 
and moved to enhance initiatives to retain and attract 
more talents, as well as boost the tourism industry in 
the country.

The law is optionally applicable to existing and 
new family ownerships, including corporate equity 
securities and proprietorship. Family ownership in 
public joint stock companies and movable and 
immovable property are excluded from this law.

For the family ownership contract to become 
legally binding, all parties of the contract must be 
members of the same family and have a single 
common interest. The contract must clearly define the 
share of each member, and parties of the contract 

must own all the legal rights of the funds and assets 
that are under the purview of the contract. It must be 
duly attested by the notary public according to the 
rules and regulations stipulated in Law No. 4 of 
2013 concerning Notaries Public in the Emirate of 
Dubai.

The validity of a family ownership contract can 
extend up to 15 years under the new law. It can be 
renewed for a similar term following the agreement 
of all concerned parties. 

from His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan on the recommendation of the 
Commander-in-Chief, and upon the approval of the 
Chairman of the Executive Council. Orders bestow 
the highest level of honour and appreciation. 

Meanwhile, Medals and Badges of 
Appreciation are granted upon orders of the 
Commander-in-Chief and upon the 
recommendation of the Director-General of the 
Abu Dhabi Police. 

His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, or His Highness’ delegate, will present 

Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, and His 
Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy 
Commander-in-Chief of the UAE Armed Forces, 
sent similar greetings to Arab and Islamic leaders.

Sending his warm wishes and offering a prayer 
for their safety and security for the people of the 
UAE and the Islamic world, His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid wrote on his Twitter 
account, “A year that renews great meanings in 

these Orders, while the Commander-in-Chief, or his 
delegate, will present the Medals and Badges of 
Appreciation.

The law also specifies a financial bonus and 
monthly gratuity for recipients of Orders and 
Medals. The value of the gratuity for the Orders 
and Medals will be decided by a resolution of 
the Executive Council following a proposal from 
the Commander-in-Chief. This same resolution 
may also specify the terms and conditions of 
payment and cessation of the monthly gratuity for 
the Orders and Medals provided under this Law.

us, noble values and principles.” 
His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed, 

on the other hand, delivered a hopeful 
message for the year ahead. “On the occasion 
of the Islamic New Year, we congratulate the 
people of the UAE and the Islamic world. We 
pray that this will be a year of peace and 
prosperity for all. The Hijri is an inspiring 
chapter in our history, with valuable lessons for 
humanity,” said His Highness.
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NEWSNEWS

UAE, Israel establish full diplomatic ties in historic peace accord

Abu Dhabi Crown Prince offers condolences to Modi over twin Kerala tragedies 

Mohamed bin Zayed directs urgent humanitarian aid for Beirut blast victims

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and 
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE 
Armed Forces, offered condolences to Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi over the twin 
tragedies that happened in Kerala last month.

Saif bin Zayed honours winners of Minister of Interior Award for Excellence

Interior Minister chairs Council for Digital Wellbeing Meeting

and Minister of Interior, recognised the strides 
for excellence of members of the UAE law 

enforcement during the 5th edition of Minister 
of Interior Award for Excellence.

This year’s edition included 50 accolades. 
Amongst those who were feted with the 
prestigious award were the members of the 
Award General Secretariat and the Jury, five 
senior police officers, Chancellor of Hamdan 
bin Mohammed Smart University Dr Mansoor 
Al Awar.  

The award committees had been working 
since August 2019. All applications went through 
a succinct process of evaluation and selection. 

His Highness Sheikh Saif bin Zayed also 
inaugurated the exhibitions related to 
policing fields and civil protection and 
prevention during the event.

HIS Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior, led the 2nd 
Meeting of the Council for Digital 
Wellbeing 2020, held via video 
conferencing.

HE Hessa Essa Buhumaid, Minister of 
Community Development, and members of 

“During a call with US President Donald Trump 
and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, an 
agreement was reached to stop further Israeli 
annexation of Palestinian territories,” His Highness 
said. “The UAE and Israel also agreed to 
cooperate and set a roadmap towards establishing 
a bilateral relationship.” 

Israel Prime Netanyahu, meanwhile, said that 
the announcement of the accord means a historic 

The plane mishap at the Kozhikode 
International Airport left 19 dead, while heavy 
rains and landslides in Munnar, southwest of 
Kerala, claimed at least 24 lives.

Following the two incidents, His 
Highness penned on Twitter: “We share 

UNDER the directives of His Highness Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of 
Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of 
the UAE Armed Forces, the UAE has sent urgent 
humanitarian assistance for the victims of the 
explosion in Lebanon’s capital Beirut.

His Highness also offered condolences to the 
people of Lebanon. On his official Twitter account, 
the Abu Dhabi Crown Prince penned, “Our 
thoughts and prayers are with our Lebanese 
brothers and sisters during these trying times. We 
pray that God grants you patience and solace. 
God bless Lebanon and the Lebanese people.”

The Emirates Red Crescent (ERC) Chairman, His 
Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Ruler’s Representative in Al Dhafra Region, spared 
no time and monitored the delivery of assistance. 

Within just days, the first batch of aid from the 

day that would lead to a full and formal peace 
with the UAE. He added, “It’s an incomparably 
exciting moment, a historic moment for peace in 
the Middle East.” 

For his part, US President Trump said in his 
official remarks at The White House, “I want to 
thank the leaders of Israel and the UAE for their 
courage and for their leadership to forge this 
tremendous agreement. It will be known as the 
Abraham Accord.” 

In a joint statement, the three nations said the 
diplomatic agreement is a testament to the bold 
diplomacy and vision of the three leaders, as well 
as the courage of the UAE and Israel to chart a 
new path to unlock the full potential of the Middle 
East region. 

Within a short span of time following the 
landmark peace pact, various economic and 
scientific bilateral relations have been signed 
between the two nations. It includes the inaugural 
opening of telephone lines that links the two 
countries, as well as cooperation on coronavirus 
research.

VP praises launch of world’s largest training for 1 million medical staff 
HIS Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and 
Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of 
Dubai, praised the launch of the 
‘Waterfalls’ initiative that aims to train 
over one million healthcare professionals 
worldwide for free. 

The largest of its kind virtual initiative 
was unveiled last month under the 
follow-up and supervision of His Highness 
Lt General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior.

“With the follow up of my brother, HH 
Lt General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, the UAE today has launched a 
health initiative to provide distance 
training in medical field and ambulance 
services for million trainees across the 
world,” His Highness Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Rashid said. 

The ‘Waterfalls’ initiative is a brainchild 

of the UAE Ministry 
of Possibilities, 
chaired by His 
Highness Sheikh 
Saif bin Zayed, 
and INDEX 
Holding, in 
cooperation with 
Aqdar World 
Summit to support 
frontliners across all 
medical and 
humanitarian fields.

Meanwhile, His 
Highness Sheikh Saif bin Zayed described 
the programme as a gift of the UAE to the 
world’s healthcare workers. 

“The UAE is an active part of the world’s 
healthcare system and aims to empower 
medical institutions around the world,” His 
Highness Sheikh Saif bin Zayed said. 
“The initiative is the UAE’s gift to the health 
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HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime 
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, and HH Lt General Sheikh Saif 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior

THE UAE and Israel have pledged to normalise full 
diplomatic ties in a historic agreement brokered by 
the US government, under which Israel will suspend 
its plans to annex parts of the Palestinian territories. 

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy 
Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, 
said the agreement sets a roadmap towards a 
bilateral relation between the two nations. 

our heartfelt condolences with our friend 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
all the people of India affected by the 
tragic plane accident, and the recent 
flooding. You remain in our prayers during 
these difficult times.”

ERC arrived in Beirut. 
The assistance package 
included 40 metric 
tonnes of critical 
medical and food 
supplies as well as 
nutritional supplements 
for kids.

“The directives of the 
wise leadership fall 
within the efforts made 
by the UAE to address 
disasters and crises 
around the world,” said Dr Mohammed Atiq Al 
Falahi, the ERC Secretary General, who added 
that the aid is reflective of the great concern paid 
by the UAE leaders for and unlimited solidarity with 
the victims of the explosion.

“The response plan includes a significant 
amount of assistance and psychological support 
for kids, specially that all available reports 
indicate an increased number of victims amongst 
children,” he added.

the Council were present during the virtual 
meeting.

The Council discussed a number of topics 
related to its work in promoting online 
safety, including coordination in terms of 
policies, programmes and legislations.

It also sought a review of current laws on 
cybercrime, as well as the need to carry out 

and medical cadres from around the 
world, through which we will offer them 
the best advanced medical training.”

As of this writing, the initiative has 
already gathered 140 experts and 67 
academic and training institutions it needs 
in order to provide virtual training courses 
to participants.

HIS Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 

W
AM

The first batch of aid from the Emirates Red Crescent arrived in Beirut 
within days after the blast

W
AM

HH Lt General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, and 
officials of Abu Dhabi Police during the 5th edition of Minister of Interior Award for Excellence

local studies and surveys to fully assess the 
digital situation of the UAE community. 

As a response to the ever-changing 
digital world, the Council also agreed to 
forge cooperation with international 
organisations to set a useful boundaries for 
digital users as well as ensure their security 
and safety.
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MoI holds lectures on work positivity, Internet security

MoI virtual councils discuss national goals

NEWSNEWS

THE Police College of the Ministry of 
Interior (MoI) organised a lecture titled 
‘Happiness and Positivity at Work’, 
delivered by Dr Jalal Muhammad Al 
Nuaimi, an expert in the Strategy and 
Performance Development Department at 
the Police College. 

The session was organised within the 
framework of spreading happiness culture 
at work amongst the college staff and 
students, and increasing cultural 

THE Ministry of Interior’s virtual Majlis 
(council) in 2020, organised by the 
Law Respect Culture Bureau at the MoI, 
continued to tackle issues related to 
police work under the slogan “Prepared 
for the Fiftieth”. 

One council, hosted by Umm Al 
Quwain Police, discussed precautionary 
and security measures to address future 
challenges. Amongst the speakers at this 
council were Lt Colonel Dr Saif Salem 
Zaid, Director of the Punitive and 
Correctional Institution Department in 
Umm Al Quwain, and Major Nasser 
Sultan Abdullah, Head of the 
Community Police Department at UAQ 
Police. The session was moderated by 
Captain Saeed Suleiman Al Maamari.

Zaid said that the UAE is an 

honourable example in dealing with 
challenges at all levels, reflecting its 
national development and the 
commitment of its government and the 
people to the National Sterilisation 
Programme, undertaken to contain 
COVID-19. 

Abdullah said that the UAQ 
Community Police fully exerts its efforts 
to communicate with the public through 
a dedicated team that coordinates with 
partners from the local and federal 
departments. 

Another council, hosted by Fujairah 
Police, discussed ‘Future Foresight of 
the Police System in the Coming Fifty 
Years’, focusing on proactive security 
preparedness for new challenges, 
enhancing police work by employing 

Al Mazrouei extols the potential of UAE youth, role in development

empower the youth, encouraging them to 
overcome difficulties, and helping them 
enhance their participation in local, regional 
and international championships. 

Al Nuaimi said that Abu Dhabi Police see 
sports as a value addition to the efforts to 
develop the country’s youth physically, mentally, 
and psychologically. 

implemented by different ministries and 
institutions, said the police chief. 

He stressed that Abu Dhabi Police had a 
Youth Council, which gives young people their 
own platform to come up with ideas and 
initiatives, and turn them into viable projects, in 
addition to the youth participation in the 
development of security work in the emirate.

The Abu Dhabi Government, said Al 
Mazrouei, had proposed a number of projects 
with the aim of enriching the experience and 
expertise of the youth, preparing them to be the 
leaders of sustainable development. 

Meanwhile, on the occasion of International 
Youth Day, the Abu Dhabi Police Youth Council 
organised an online workshop titled ‘Abu 
Dhabi Police Associates with Health and Sports 
Infrastructure’. The event was in cooperation 
with the Physical Education Centre and the 
Medical Services Directorate.

Major General Salem Shaheen Al Nuaimi, 
Director of the Human Resources Sector, shed 
light on Abu Dhabi Police endeavour to 

MAJOR General Staff Pilot Faris Khalaf Al 
Mazrouei, Commander-in-Chief of Abu Dhabi 
Police, said in a speech on International Youth 
Day (August 12) that this day represented a 
milestone for the march of the youth and their 
efforts in serving the nation, and for the nation 
redoubling its efforts to ensure the 
comprehensive development of the youth.

Al Mazrouei noted the continuous 
achievements made by the UAE youth, and 
their crucial role in development and prosperity. 
He said that this could continue due to the 
great support that the youth received from the 
UAE’s wise leadership. 

The leadership, he added, continuously aims 
to harness the potential of the youth, giving them 
expertise and competence to lead businesses 
and embark on responsibilities in various 
positions.

The evidence of the government’s focus, he 
said, is the establishment of a Ministry of 
Youth, led by an Emirati woman, besides 
youth-centric programmes and initiatives 

Abu Dhabi Police implement Knowledge Exchange initiative
THE Missions Department in the Human 
Resources Sector of Abu Dhabi Police 
implemented the ‘Knowledge Exchange’ 
initiative, with the aim of spreading the 
scientific knowledge and experience acquired 
by its scholarship students. 

Major General Staff Pilot Faris 
Khalaf Al Mazrouei

modern technology, and meeting the 
highest global standards in the field of 
security.

The council speakers were Colonel 
Muhammad Saeed Al Hammour Al 
Yamahi, Deputy Director of the Strategy 
and Performance Development 
Department at Fujairah Police, and 
Major Dr Maryam Darwish Al 
Hashemi, Head of the Quality 
Department. The moderator was 
Captain Muhammad Hassan 
Muhammad Al Basri.

Al Yamahi recalled the main 
objectives of UAE Vision 2071, which 
was for the UAE to have the best 
government in the world, the happiest 
people, and achieving first place in 
security and safety. 

awareness and positive development.
The General Directorate of Punitive and 

Correctional Institutions at the MoI, in 
cooperation with the Watani Al Emarat 
Foundation, remotely organised a number 
of online lectures for inmates all over the 
country, in Arabic, English and Urdu, 
discussing diverse topics.

Meanwhile, the Supreme Council for 
Motherhood and Childhood and the MoI 
Child Protection Centre, in cooperation 

with the International Computer Driving 
Licence (ICDL) Foundation, organised the 
virtual summer camp ‘Mini Master Class’ 
for school students aged 10 – 16 years 
from across the emirates. It aimed to raise 
students’ awareness about the risks of the 
Internet, and to teach them skills in 
cyber-security and online research. In 
addition, the CPC gave them advice on 
how to enhance data security and safely 
use websites.

Fujairah Police roll out phone scam awareness drive
FUJAIRAH Police, represented by the 
Department of Media and Public 
Relations, in cooperation with the 
Department of Criminal 
Investigations, carried out an 
awareness campaign titled ‘Fraud 
Through Telephone, a Cheat and 
Prank’. 

The campaign tackles the 
proliferation of fake offers and aims 
to curb crimes committed through the 
Internet and other electronic means.

Brigadier Muhammad Ahmad Al 
Shaer, Director of the Criminal 
Investigation Department, urges 
people to avoid disclosing their 
confidential banking information, 

even to those who issue credit cards, and to 
connect directly with the bank to confirm the identity 
of the person calling.

Captain Muhammad Ahmad Al Khaldi, Director 
of the Technical Crimes Branch in the Department, 
lauded the efforts of Fujairah Police in combating 
electronic fraud. 

The police strategy, he said, includes their 
coordination with other government authorities, such 
as the Communications Regulatory Authority, and 
deploying online patrols to monitor social networks.

Captain Mohamed Hassan Al Basri, Acting 
Head of the Media and Public Relations 
Department, said that the campaign came under the 
strategic objectives of the Ministry of Interior to raise 
awareness on crimes and negative behaviours 
prevalent in the electronic and digital sphere.

The initiative is designed to transfer this 
knowledge to all colleagues and police employees 
from various sectors through online workshops.

Brigadier Othman Haji Al Khoury, Director of 
the Scholarships Department, stated that this 
initiative came within the department’s annual 

plan, which included the implementation of 
exercises, awareness-raising workshops, and 
specialised scientific courses in order to spread 
the knowledge acquired by the scholars during 
their studies and training at local and 
international institutes and universities.
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Dhahi Khalfan spearheads meeting on UAE talent

Board of Directors (BoD). 
Dhahi Khalfan noted that there are 

national organisations willing to develop 
creative ideas, and to invest in these 
ideas in a way that would benefit the 

country. He said that the Association 
would spare no efforts to cooperate with 
all parties that provide support for the 
UAE’s homegrown talent.

Topics on the BoD meeting agenda 
included the recommendations issued in 
a January 2020 brainstorming session 
titled ‘Emirati Talent Day’ and the extent 
of the follow-up action. The meeting also 
suggested the possibility of a partnership 
with the Knowledge and Human 
Development Authority in Dubai and 
cooperation with the Hamdan bin 
Mohammed Smart University, to hold 
specialised introductory online 
workshops and lectures on talent. 

These online sessions would target 
parents and teachers and would be 
conducted by specialists and experts in 
various fields. 

LT General Dhahi Khalfan Tamim, 
Deputy Chairman of Police and Public 
Security in Dubai and Chairman of the 
Emirates Talent Association, presided a 
remote meeting of the Association’s 

Al Shamsi signs digital platform deal, inaugurates rescue patrols

Al Hadidi speaks on theft prevention at construction sites

Al Marri leads meeting on CID performance

Sultan Al Nuaimi attends release of last COVID-19 patient 

Al Mualla leads online meeting on new GHQ

MAJOR General Saif Al Zari Al Shamsi, 
Commander-in-Chief of Sharjah Police, signed 
an agreement for the Digital Platform of 
Sharjah Government, in the presence of 
Sheikh Fahim Al Qassimi, Director of 
Government Relations Department in Sharjah 
and Chairman of the Higher Committee of 
Digital Transformation of Sharjah Government.

The agreement comes in line with the 
commitment of Sharjah Police towards 
supporting the digitalisation of Sharjah 
Government services, with the aim of 
supporting the decision-making, and providing 
the best services to the people of Sharjah.

Al Shamsi stressed that the emirate is 
steadily striding towards a bright future 
through the implementation of the wise vision 
of its leadership.

He also emphasised the keenness of 
Sharjah Police to full digital and smart 
platforms in order to enhance its services to 
the public, in collaboration with all 
governmental entities in the emirate.

Meanwhile, Al Shamsi also attended the 
launch of two new land and sea rescue 

BRIGADIER Abdullah Al Hadidi, Acting 
Commander-in-Chief of Ras Al Khaimah Police, 
attended the launch of a campaign ‘Theft at 
Buildings Under Construction’, organised by the 
Department of Information and Public Relations.

Al Hadidi spoke of the reasons behind such 
crimes as well as ways to prevent them. 

Al Hadidi mentioned that amongst these 

LT General Abdullah Khalifa Al Marri, 
Commander-in-Chief of Dubai Police, led 
a meeting to evaluate the performance of 
the General Department of Criminal 
Investigations during the second quarter 
of 2020. 

The evaluation was done through the 
statistical analysis room, which discussed 
performance indicators, future projects, 
and the work of the public administration 
and police stations.

Al Marri praised the efforts of the 
public administration teams in arresting 
criminals within a record time and with a 
high degree of professionalism, resulting 
in a drop in crime rates and making 
Dubai even safer.

Brigadier Jamal Salem Al Jallaf, 
Director of the General Department of 
Criminal Investigations, stated that these 
periodic meetings with the Dubai Police 
chief led to greater efficiency, as future 
projects were discussed and obstacles 
were identified. 

These meetings are being held in the 
presence of the Assistant Commander-in-
Chief, the Director of General 

Administration, and directors of sub-
departments, giving everyone an 
opportunity to define the performance 
goals and evaluation methods.

Colonel Rashid bin Dhabawi Al 
Falasi, Director of the Criminal Control 
Department at the General Department 
of Criminal Investigations, reviewed the 
results achieved while implementing the 
development and strategic plans; 
indicators in reducing major crime rates; 
how quickly reports are dealt with; plans 

reasons are: leaving the main entrance to the 
facility without any locked gates or temporary 
barriers; lack of regular monitoring by construction 
workers; and leaving large quantities of building 
materials unguarded. 

He also listed ways of prevention such as 
installing surveillance cameras and solar-powered 
alarm systems at construction sites and 

warehouses; deploying trained and licensed 
security guards around the clock; securing means 
of communication with those guards; fencing the 
construction sites; increasing illumination at night; 
putting up warning signs saying “No entry without 
a permit”, “Controlled area” etc; and allocating a 
locked room for storing building materials, 
valuable electrical wires and similar items.

to reduce crimes and form efficient 
teams; and statistics of major crimes. 

These statistics revealed a decrease 
in major crimes reported in the second 
quarter of 2020, compared to the 
same period in 2019, and a 
corresponding decrease in anonymous 
reports. They also showed the role of 
the Statistical Analysis Centre in 
supporting field teams with information, 
predicting crime, and using Artificial 
Intelligence techniques.

MAJOR General Sheikh Sultan bin Abdullah 
Al Nuaimi, Commander-in-Chief of Ajman 
Police and Head of the Local Emergency, 
Crisis and Disaster Team, attended the 
discharge of the last employee infected with 
COVID-19, exiting from the isolation facility 
in Ajman Industrial Area. 

The recovered worker received a greeting 
card, a bouquet of flowers, and sweets.

Al Nuaimi said the release of the last 
COVID-19 patient is a matter of pride for the 
emirate of Ajman that has managed to fully 
control the quarantine of COVID-19 patients, 
followed by closing the isolation facility.

A first coordination meeting was held online 
to discuss the design, construction, and 
completion of a new building for the Umm 
Al Quwain Police General Headquarters. 

The meeting was chaired by Major 
General Sheikh Rashid bin Ahmed Al 
Mualla, Commander-in-Chief of Umm Al 
Quwain Police, in the presence of 

representatives of the Ministry of Energy and 
Infrastructure Development, and 
representatives of Al Burj Engineering 
Consulting Office.

patrols at the Traffic and Patrols Department.
He said that this inauguration was in line with 

Sharjah Police efforts to continuously modernise 
and keep abreast of the best global practices in 
this field. The new patrols would allow the 
police force to quickly aid and enhance police 
performance in the field of rescue.
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FACTS & FIGURES

15,000
The target number of volunteers reached by the UAE for the 

world’s first Phase III of COVID-19 inactivated vaccine trial. This 

major milestone was achieved in less than a month, with the 

participation of 107 nationalities including more than 4,500 

Emiratis. It also saw the participation of a number of volunteers 

from the ranks of police and employees at the Ministry of Interior.

50   
The number of awards feted by HH Lt General Sheikh Saif bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, 

to institutions and members of UAE law enforcement who 

displayed utmost excellence and leadership in terms of 

innovations in various policing fields, during the recently held 5th 

edition of the Minister of Interior Award for Excellence.

1st  
UAE becomes a pioneering country in the world to adopt a 

COVID-19 detection method that uses K9 police dogs to sniff out 

COVID-19. This new achievement comes after the successful 

experiments conducted by the Ministry of Interior that achieved 

92 per cent overall accuracy.

1 minute
The maximum time it takes to determine the results of the high-

speed, non-invasive COVID-19 detection using K9 police dogs. The 

four-legged COVID-19 detectives sniff out samples collected from 

the armpits of humans in an isolation room, preventing any direct 

contact between the person and the police dog. 

316,064 
The number of drivers and passengers fined for not buckling 

up in the UAE from 2018 until end of 2019, according to the 

Ministry of Interior. In 2018, a total of 166,975 seat belt 

violations had been booked (96,714 drivers and 70,261 

passengers). It decreased by 10.7% in 2019, with a total number 

of 149,089 violations (123,012 drivers and 26,077 passengers).

MoI deploys COVID-19 sniffer dog across UAE 
airports

The Ministry of Interior has deployed trained COVID-19 sniffing 
dogs at all airports across the emirates to help detect 
presumed cases of the disease, making the UAE the first 
country globally to adopt this high-speed sampling and 
non-invasive method with results available in less than one 
minute. Strict protocols are being implemented to avoid any 
direct contact between the dogs and the passengers. 

Al Sha’far spearheads Higher Committee 
meeting

Lt General Saif Abdullah Al Sha’far, Undersecretary of the Ministry 
of Interior and Head of the Higher Permanent Committee for 
Internal Security, led the 10th meeting of the Committee for 2020.  
The virtual meeting was attended by several police commanders-in 
chief, director generals, and members of the Committee, 
representatives of the Ministry of Health and Prevention, as well as 
operations directors from various sectors at the Ministry of Interior.

MOI presents emergency best practices to 
NCEMA delegation

The Policies Department at the General Directorate of 
Strategy and Performance Development at the Ministry of 
Interior presented to the National Emergency and Crisis and 
Disasters Management Authority its excellent policies and 
measures in place related to emergency response. The 
department emphasised that the policies being 
implemented by the MoI are based on best global practices 
to ensure the protection of lives and properties.
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NEWS

UAE NEWS BULLETIN
POLICE NEWS, PEOPLE, NUMBERS AND EVENTS

Abu Dhabi Police’s surveillance operation exposed the 
entire network of a drug syndicate in the country. It led to 
the seizure of 1.2 million narcotic pills and the arrest of all 
the seven members of the gang. The massive haul of the 
illegal drugs was intended to be smuggled into a 
neighbouring country.

ABU DHABI

1.2 million

 AJMAN

96

2

The number of firefighters from Dubai, Sharjah, Ajman 
and Umm Al Quwain Civil Defence Departments who 
joined forces to bring the fire that broke out in a souq in 
Ajman earlier in August under control. A total of 125 
stalls were completely gutted in the blaze, according to 
Ajman Civil Defence. The exact cause of the blaze is yet 
to be ascertained.

As many as 364 drug smuggling attempts of 
passengers from various countries were foiled by 
the Dubai Customs in the first half of 2020. The 
Customs attributed this accomplishment to the 
vigilance of its officers as well as the adoption of 
state-of-the-art scanning equipment.

DUBAI

364

Two men died in a brawl that turned violent in the 
Sharqan residential area. Their bodies were found 
lying on the ground with deep wounds on the face, 
neck, chest and abdomen. Sharjah Police have already 
summoned a number of witnesses to aid the 
investigation. 

UMM AL QUWAIN

The percentage of all civil and criminal cases 
adjudicated by the Umm Al Quwain Court since the 
coronavirus outbreak, thanks to the adoption of a 
remote litigation system through video conferences. 
When the outbreak took hold, the court implemented 
one hearing session per week to ensure that a high 
backlog would be prevented.
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70 per cent

FUJAIRAH

The Fujairah Traffic Court has slapped 

a young driver with a fine of Dhs1,000 

for illegally modifying his car. He was 

apprehended by a traffic officer due to 

the loud engine sound of his car which 

disturbed other road users and 

surrounding communities. Instead of 

pulling over, he tried to drive away, but 

the officer managed to stall his car.

Some images are for illustrative purposes only

Dhs1,000

RAS AL KHAIMAH

The RAK Misdemeanour Court acquitted a woman 
who was charged with using offensive language and 
insulting her female relative over the phone. The court 
called the accusations baseless and illogical due to 
lack of evidence, and dismissed the prosecution’s 
request to order the defendant to pay a temporary 
compensation of Dhs5,000, along with court charges 
and lawyer fees.

Dhs5,000
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ATOMIC 
AMBITIONS

THE UAE IS ACHIEVING FEAT AFTER FEAT. HOT ON THE HEELS OF THE 

LAUNCH OF THE HOPE PROBE, THE BARAKAH NUCLEAR POWER PLANT HAS 

BEGUN OPERATIONS BY MEETING THE GOLD STANDARDS OF SAFETY AND 

RELIABILITY. 999 LOOKS AT ITS STAGE-BY-STAGE DEVELOPMENT AND ITS ROLE 

IN ECONOMIC GROWTH AND CLIMATE CHANGE MITIGATION

BY NIEL BIE

ENERGY

SEPTEMBER 2020
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O
n the first day of August, days 

after its launch of the Hope 

Probe to Mars, the UAE reached 

another milestone. This time, it announced 

the successful start-up of the Barakah 

Nuclear Energy Plant, a significant step 

towards the country’s vision to deliver a 

new source of clean energy. 

With this, the UAE becomes the first new 

country to launch a nuclear power plant in 

three decades; the last was China in 1990. 

The UAE also becomes the first country 

in the Arab World, and the 33rd nation 

globally, to have developed a nuclear 

energy plant to generate safe, clean, and 

reliable baseload electricity. 

President His Highness Sheikh 

Khalifa bin Zayed said this achievement 

underlines the important role of the 

youth. “We are proud of this achievement 

and confident in the abilities of our 

young scientists. It is one of the 

inspiring moments we live today that 

will be remembered with great pride by 

generations to come. Our state believes 

that investing in science and in the 

capabilities of youth is a successful bet 

to win and deliver the future,” said the 

President, congratulating the start-up 

of the Peaceful Nuclear Power Plant 

Programme. Emirati citizens account for 60 

per cent of the employees of the Emirates 

Nuclear Energy Corporation (ENEC), the 

institution responsible for the development 

of the peaceful nuclear energy program to 

meet the UAE’s growing energy demands, 

and subsidiary companies.

For His Highness Sheikh Mohammed 

bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President 

and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler 

of Dubai, the successful start-up of the 

Barakah Nuclear Power Plant is proof that 

the UAE’s historic advancement in science 

and technology leaves an indelible mark 

on the nation’s competitiveness.

“The goal is to operate four nuclear 

power stations that will provide a quarter 

of the state’s need for electricity in a safe, 

reliable and emission-free way. The UAE 

splits the atom and wants to explore the 

galaxy, a message to the world that the 

Arabs are able to resume their scientific 

journey and compete with the rest of the 

great nations,” said His Highness Sheikh 

Mohammed bin Rashid.

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu 

Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander 

of the UAE Armed Forces, affirmed that 

this would cement the UAE’s leading 

position and role in the clean energy 

sector. “I am proud of the remarkable 

achievements the dedicated teams at 

the Barakah Nuclear Energy Plant are 

delivering. The expertise, dedication 

and commitment of our talented UAE 

nationals, working side by side with 

our international experts, is a shining 

example of the UAE’s resilience and 

ability to deliver world-class national 

infrastructure projects safely,” said His 

Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 

during his recent visit to the plant.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR UAE?

The start-up of Unit 1 marks the first 

time that the reactor safely produced 

heat, which will be used to create steam, 

turning a turbine to generate electricity. 

Unit 1 will be ready to connect to the 

UAE’s national grid. Once all the safety 

tests are conducted, it will deliver the 

first megawatts (MW) of clean electricity 

to homes and businesses across the 

nation.

The progress will significantly contribute 

to the country’s journey towards the 

electrification of its energy sector, 

achieving decarbonisation of electricity 

production. 

When fully operational, the Barakah 

power plant will produce 5.6 gigawatts 

(GW) of electricity while preventing more 

than 21 million tonnes of carbon emissions 

annually. This is said to be equivalent to 

the removal of 3.2 million cars from the 

UAE roads every year.

Energy will be generated by 1,400MW 

pressurised water reactors, designed in 

South Korea, called APR-1400.

The International Atomic Energy 

Agency (IAEA), the nuclear industry’s 

main oversight body, praised Barakah 

in a tweet, saying the plant’s Unit 1 

had “achieved its first criticality”, i.e. 

generation of a controlled fission chain 

reaction. “This is an important milestone 

towards commercial operations and 

generating clean energy. IAEA has been 

supporting then UAE from the beginning 

of its nuclear power programme,” said 

the Agency.

A DECADE OF

CAREFUL PREPARATIONS

The UAE’s Peaceful Nuclear Energy 

Programme was initiated by its white 

paper and policies as early as in 2008, 

gaining the approval of fellow nuclear 

countries, including the United States, 

United Kingdom, Japan, France and South 

Korea till 2009.

By December 2009, the UAE selected 

Korea Electric Power Corporation as the 

Prime Contractor of its Peaceful Nuclear 

Energy Programme, which involved a huge 

Dhs75 billion contract between ENEC and 

a consortium of South Korean and US 

companies led by Korea Electric Power 

Corporation (KEPCO) to design, build, 

and help operate and maintain four civil 

nuclear power plants.

In 2010, the Federal Authority for Nuclear 

Regulation (FANR), which serves as the 

UAE’s independent nuclear regulator, 

approved the environmental impact 

assessment and licensing requests for 

preliminary works. 

ENEC then submitted a construction 

licence application for Barakah’s Units 

3 and 4 by 2012, and in 2013, the safety 

nuclear concrete was poured for Unit 2 

and the installation of major components 

began at Unit 1.

By 2016, both ENEC and KEPCO solidified 

their collaboration by signing a long-term 

partnership agreement, resulting in the rise 

of the Nawah Energy Company, tasked 

with the operation and maintenance of the 

Barakah Nuclear Energy Plant.

The construction of Unit 1 was completed 

The UAE splits the 
atom and wants 

to explore the galaxy, 
a message to the world 
that the Arabs are able 
to resume their scientific 
journey and compete 
with the rest of the great 
nations

HH SHEIKH MOHAMMED

BIN RASHID AL MAKTOUM
Vice President and Prime Minister of

the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

It is one of the 
inspiring moments 

we live today that will be 
remembered with great 
pride by generations to 
come. Our state believes 
that investing in science 
and in the capabilities of 
youth is a successful bet to 
win and deliver the future

PRESIDENT HH SHEIKH 

KHALIFA BIN ZAYED

AL NAHYAN
UAE President

ENERGY

The expertise, 
dedication and 

commitment of our 
talented UAE nationals 
is a shining example 
of the UAE’s resilience 
and ability to deliver 
world-class national 
infrastructure projects 
safely

HH SHEIKH MOHAMED BIN 

ZAYED AL NAHYAN
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and

Deputy Supreme Commander of the  UAE 
Armed Forces

File photo in 2017 of HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 

Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the 

UAE and Ruler of Dubai, touring at the Barakah nuclear 

power plant
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HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 

Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, signs an autograph on a helmet of one of the Emirati 

women working at the Barakah Nuclear Energy Plant during his visit last June 2020
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File photo of the construction of the four identical reactors in one site
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by 2018. The following year, the FANR 

certified the first batch of Reactor 

Operators (ROs) and Senior Reactor 

Operators (SROs).

By 2020, the Barakah Nuclear 

Energy Plant has recorded a total of 

75 million safe working hours. “This 

accomplishment is a reflection of our 

enduring culture of safety and steadfast 

commitment to upholding the highest 

international standards of security, 

transparency and non-proliferation. 

Our numerous safety programmes, 

continuous learning and extensive 

collaboration with our Prime Contractor 

and Joint Venture partner, the Korea 

Electric Power Corporation, have 

enabled us to achieve this significant 

safety milestone,” said HE Eng. 

Mohamed Al Hammadi, CEO of ENEC. 

By February 2020, after years of careful 

safety assessment, FANR approved and 

granted Nawah Energy Company the 

operating licence for Unit 1 of the Barakah 

Nuclear Power Plant, marking a first for the 

UAE and the Arab region. 

Last January 2020, ENEC announced 

the construction completion of Unit 2, 

with operational readiness preparations 

now underway by Nawah. Construction of 

Units 3 and 4 are 92% and 85% complete, 

respectively, while the construction of the 

plant as a whole is now 94% complete.

Once the four reactors are completed, 

the power plant facility will provide around 

25% of the UAE’s electricity, preventing 

a corresponding amount of fossil fuel 

burning and carbon emission.

SAFETY AMIDST COVID-19

ENEC chief Al Hammadi highlighted how 

the organisation’s business continuity plan 

ensured the safe and steady development 

of the Barakah plant amidst the ongoing 

threat of the COVID-19 contagion.

“In response to the global COVID-19 

pandemic and following the guidance of 

the UAE’s leadership, we came together 

with our partners to swiftly implement a 

range of measures to ensure the health, 

safety and wellbeing of our employees, 

as well as our business continuity and 

ability to continue on schedule with the 

start-up of Unit 1 at the Barakah plant,” he 

said. “COVID-19 has been a tremendous 

challenge for all of us; however, I am 

proud of our teams’ response and 

fortunate to be able to say that we have 

not experienced a single positive case 

of COVID-19 at the Barakah site. Today, 

work is continuing to progress safely and 

steadily on all four units of the plant.”

IMPORTANT PHASES

The success of the start-up of the 

Barakah Nuclear Energy Plant under 

FANR’s regulatory oversight marks 

the first phase. FANR first issued the 

operating licence in February 2020 for 

Unit 1 and then continued its regulatory 

The Barakah power plant will produce 5.6 gigawatts (GW) of electricity once it becomes 

fully operational
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HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, during his visit at the 

Barakah Nuclear Energy Plant in June 2020
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Observing precautionary measures, employees continue to work at the Barakah site
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THE NUMBERS 

25%
Percentage of the UAE’s electricity requirements that the Barakah Nuclear 
Power Plant will fulfil

21 MILLION TONNES
Annual carbon emission to be prevented by clean power from the Barakah 
plant 

3.2 MILLION
The number of cars equivalent to the 21 million tonnes of carbon emissions 

that will be prevented by the Barakah Nuclear Power Plant annually 

6%
Estimated percentage of nuclear energy in the UAE’s overall energy mix 

when the Barakah Nuclear Power Plant is fully operational

5.6GW
The Barakah Nuclear Power Plant’s projected energy production per 

annum once fully operational

60%
Emirati employees of the Emirates Nuclear Energy Corporation, the 
institution responsible for the development of the peaceful nuclear energy 

program to meet the UAE’s growing energy demands

67%
Emirati employees of the Federal Authority for Nuclear Regulation; more 

than 40 per cent of them are women

In response to the 
global COVID-19 

pandemic, we came 
together with our partners 
to swiftly implement a 
range of measures to 
continue on schedule with 
the start-up of Unit 1 at the 
Barakah plant

This accomplishment 
is a reflection of our 

enduring culture of safety 
and steadfast commitment 
to upholding the highest 
international standards of 
security and 
transparency

HE ENG. MOHAMED

AL HAMMADI
CEO of the Emirates Nuclear Energy 

Corporation
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oversight, starting with fuel loading, and 

then testing until the first criticality phase, 

which is a normal operating condition in 

the reactor, where energy is produced 

using nuclear fuel.

The next phase will allow for the increase 

of reactor power and all safety systems 

will be double-checked to make sure 

that it operates correctly even in poor 

conditions.

Mohamed Al Harbi, Senior Specialist for 

organisations and management systems 

for FANR’s Nuclear Safety Department, 

stated that Barakah would soon begin to 

provide power to the country. “During this 

testing phase, Barakah will supply power 

to the UAE grid as the first step,” said 

Al Harbi in a media interview. Only after 

this phase would Barakah be allowed to 

conduct commercial operations for Unit 1, 

The Barakah Nuclear 
Energy Plant will 

provide reliable and 
sustainable low-carbon 
electricity that will power 

homes 
and drive 
economic 
growth

The IAEA supports 
the UAE and other 

countries that opt for 
introducing nuclear power, 
which plays a key role 
in achieving clean and 
affordable 
energy and 
in tackling 
climate 
change

AGNETA RISING
Director General of World Nuclear Association

RAFAEL MARIANO GROSSI
Director General of the International Atomic 

Energy Agency

ENERGY

File photo of the construction of the Barakah nuclear power plant

Barakah Nuclear Power Plant during construction 
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will operate at full power, producing 

electricity for the UAE grid as the first 

Arab nuclear country. FANR will continue 

its regulatory oversight and inspections 

during all these phases to ensure the 

safety and security of the nuclear power 

plant, as part of its mission to protect the 

public, workers, and the environment,” 

explained Al Harbi.

INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION

The UAE has also garnered recognition 

and praise from heads of several 

international organisations that deal 

with nuclear energy and environmental 

awareness. They have all acknowledged 

the country’s forward-looking vision 

to address the growing demands of 

sustainable energy, while preventing any 

damage to the environment.

Agneta Rising, Director General of 

the World Nuclear Association (WNA), 

affirmed that the UAE’s step towards 

embracing nuclear energy would not only 

produce clean power for the masses, 

but would also help boost the economy 

and make the UAE a global model for 

large-scale decarbonisation. “Nuclear 

technology must play a much greater 

role if we are to meet the world’s growing 

demand for clean energy. The Barakah 

Nuclear Energy Plant will provide reliable 

and sustainable low-carbon electricity 

that will power homes and drive 

economic growth,” said Rising.

Rafael Mariano Grossi, Director General 

of the International Atomic Energy Agency 

(IAEA), also recognised the UAE’s efforts, 

saying, “The IAEA supports the UAE and 

other countries that opt for introducing 

nuclear power, which plays a key role in 

achieving clean and affordable energy and 

in tackling climate change.”

he added.

“Finally, after the grid synchronisation 

and all testing are completed, commercial 

operations will be declared and Unit 1 

COLUMN

OH MY COUNTRY,
HOW GREAT YOU ARE!

Ali Obaid is a veteran Emirati commentator and 
writer on local issues; he currently heads the News 

Centre at Dubai Media Incorporated

At a time when the world is struggling, the UAE has achieved 
remarkable things through tenacity and courage. This is the legacy of 
our forefathers, who dived for pearls in the days before oil

B
ack in school, we used to repeat a famous Arabic 

verse: “Those who search for pearls, dive the sea / 

and those who seek to reach for the heights, pass 

countless sleepless nights.”

We are the generation that did not know that sea diving could 

be for pearls. All we knew about diving was what our fathers 

and grandfathers told us, the hardships of this profession. They 

would tell us that we are a lucky generation, born with a golden 

spoon in our mouth.

We asked innocently why? They replied: 

“You will not practise this tough 

profession after God has blessed our 

country with oil.”

The sea had swallowed up many of the 

people of this country before the pearl-

diving profession disappeared. Now, we 

complain about being inside our air-

conditioned homes due to the outbreak of 

COVID-19? It is nothing compared to what 

the UAE people used to endure.

Right after Eid Al-Adha, the UAE 

Cabinet had its first physical meeting, 

after all the online meetings held over 

several months. His Highness Sheikh 

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice 

President and Prime Minister of the UAE 

and Ruler of Dubai, tweeted: “Our Cabinet work continues this 

summer due to the unprecedented circumstances. Our projects 

will continue. The government’s new season begins from 

August, not September. We restructured several councils and 

issued several new appointments. We also discussed the 

government’s formation during the coming period and the most 

important new changes to keep pace with the priorities of the 

upcoming phase.”

The conclusion of His Highness’ tweet reminded me of that 

Those relying on 
hopes unconnected 
with deeds are 
definitely destined 
to fail in this life. 
That is why the 
leaders of this 
country have 
translated their 
hopes into the 
reality we are living

famous Arab verse. When the world is struggling due to the 

pandemic, the UAE has sent a probe to Mars. When 

governments are struggling to provide electricity to their people 

in this scorching summer, the UAE has announced the operation 

of the first nuclear power plant for clean and safe energy in a 

country that has never cut off electricity.

Oh my country, how great you are. In the days of diving and 

hard times, people sank into the depths of the sea, risking 

their lives, to come out with pearls that 

were their main source of income. In the 

days of oil and prosperity, leaders and 

people work to provide alternative and 

safe sources of energy for their 

grandchildren.

The UAE people and its leaders could 

have sat and waited for the things that are 

meant to happen. Yet, they chose the 

difficult path, putting their trust in God and 

his kindness and generosity. They worked 

hard and put the future before their eyes, 

undaunted by the challenges they would 

face, because life is all about 

opportunities, and whoever does not 

seize the opportunity today to prepare for 

tomorrow will not progress. The truth is, 

those relying on hopes unconnected with 

deeds are definitely destined to fail in this life. That is why the 

leaders of this country have translated their hopes into the 

reality we are living. 

Back when we were children, we used to repeat the verse 

about reaching heights after our teachers. As grown-ups, we 

realise that people shall go through a lot to achieve success. 

This is why now we recite another verse taught to us when we 

were young: “Once you reach the heights, you will accept 

nothing but success.” 

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior
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UAE’S UAE’S 
WINNING WINNING 

FORMULA VS FORMULA VS 
COVID-19COVID-19 BY NEIL BIE

THE UAE HAS GOT 15,000 VOLUNTEERS 
FOR ITS PHASE III OF THE COVID-19 

VACCINE TRIALS; KEPT THE DEATH RATE 
AT 1 PER CENT; AND RECORDED A 90 PER 

CENT RECOVERY RATE. THESE JAW-DROPPING 
NUMBERS HAVE BEEN ACHIEVED THROUGH 

FORESIGHT AND DISCIPLINE. THE PUBLIC, HOWEVER, 
MUST BECOME DOUBLY CAUTIOUS, IN ORDER TO 

CONTAIN THE VIRUS 
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T
he UAE has become a global 

role model in the fight against 

COVID-19, but the country never 

lets its guard down; complacency was 

never in its vocabulary. 

Aside from reaching the 5-million mark 

in COVID-19 testing in the first week of 

August, it has also achieved a remarkable 

development in its preparation for Phase 

III of the clinical trials of a possible 

vaccine, by attaining the target of 15,000 

volunteers.

Meanwhile, some of the people who 

show lasting symptoms of COVID-19 can 

now avail of rehab programmes in two 

UAE hospitals. Door-to-door COVID-19 

testing for some segments of society 

continues as well.

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 

Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and 

Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler 

of Dubai, said all these feats were the 

results of a strong foresight as well as the 

heroic efforts of those in the frontline of 

the country’s battle against the COVID-19 

contagion. 

After visiting the COVID-19 Command 

and Control Centre in Dubai’s Healthcare 

City, His Highness said, “The UAE has 

succeeded in countering the COVID-19 

outbreak and set a commendable 

example for the world in managing the 

pandemic.”

“The heroic efforts of healthcare workers 

during the COVID-19 crisis are a source 

of pride and inspiration for all of us,” 

His Highness added. “We have great 

confidence in the determination of the 

people of this nation to not only rise to the 

highest ranks and in their exceptional ability 

to overcome all difficult situations, but to 

also transform them into new opportunities 

for success and raise the ceiling of our 

dreams for the future of our nation.”

VOLUNTEERS FOR HUMANITY

The UAE’s ongoing vaccine trials 

against the novel coronavirus disease 

have been making waves across the 

country, reaching the milestone of 15,000 

vaccinated volunteers in less than a 

month’s time since it started on July 16. 

From its beginning at a massive facility 

at the Abu Dhabi National Exhibition 

Centre (ADNEC), the inactivated COVID-19 

vaccine trials have since been expanded 

to reach Sharjah and the rest of the 

neighbouring emirates at the Al Qarain 

Health Centre. 

Both centres now conduct the 

comprehensive vaccination trial – from 

registration, screening, and testing of 

all volunteers – to assess the efficacy of 

the vaccine, which was developed by 

Abu Dhabi-based G42 Healthcare and 

Sinopharm CNBG, the world’s sixth largest 

vaccine manufacturer. The drop-in centre 

at ADNEC could accommodate 1,000 

volunteers a day. To take part in the 42-

day vaccine trials, one could drop in at the 

clinic seven days a week, 8am to 8pm.

HE Abdul Rahman bin Mohammad 

bin Nasser Al Owais, Minister of Health 

and Prevention and Minister of State for 

Federal National Council Affairs, asserted 

that this strategic move would allow the 

UAE to conduct comprehensive vaccine 

trials across many more nationalities and 

cover more participants. “Expanding the 

geographical scope of the #4Humanity 

campaign to include all emirates aims 

to enhance the results of clinical trials 

and ensure the safety and effectiveness 

of the vaccine on a larger segment of 

individuals,” said Al Owais.

The health minister reaffirmed that the 

country is committed to strengthening 

its relations with international partners 

to support the development of a safe 

vaccine against COVID-19. “We are 

optimistic about achieving promising 

results that would support the global 

efforts being made to develop the vaccine. 

Allocating the Al Qarain Health Centre 

as the first centre outside Abu Dhabi, 

to register, screen and test volunteers 

is yet another distinct contribution from 

the UAE, to be added to its impeccable 

record of achievements in the field of 

clinical research, thanks to the country’s 

advanced infrastructure, the efficiency of 

its health system, and ability to conduct 

medical research according to the highest 

international standards,” he said.

NO SIDE EFFECTS

HE Sheikh Abdullah bin Mohammed Al 

Hamed, Chairman of the Department of 

Health – Abu Dhabi (DoH), and Dr Jamal Al 

Kaabi, Undersecretary of DoH, have been 

the first two volunteers of the nationwide 

trials. They both share that they have felt 

no side effects to date. 

Both of them have already received their 

second shot of the vaccine. “After having 

We have great 
confidence in the 

determination of the 
people of this nation to 
not only overcome all 
difficult situations, but 
to also transform them 
into new opportunities 
for success and raise the 
ceiling of our dreams for 
the future of our nation

HH SHEIKH MOHAMMED

BIN RASHID AL MAKTOUM
Vice President and Prime Minister of

the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler 

of Dubai, visiting Dubai’s COVID-19 Command and Control Centre 
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Specialised field clinic at the Abu Dhabi National Exhibition Centre for the UAE’s Phase III COVID-19 

vaccine trial 
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Expanding the 
geographical 

scope of the #4Humanity 
campaign to include all 
emirates aims to enhance 
the results of clinical trials 
and ensure the safety 
and effectiveness of the 

vaccine on 
a larger 
segment of 
individuals

HE ABDUL RAHMAN AL OWAIS
Minister of Health and Prevention and Minister 

of State for Federal National Council Affairs

HE Sheikh Abdullah bin Mohammed Al Hamed, Chairman of the Department of Health – Abu Dhabi, 

inoculated of the UAE’s inactivated vaccine
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the first dose of the vaccine, we felt no 

side effects at all. We are now having the 

second dose of the vaccine. What’s great 

about this is that anyone who gets the 

vaccine will be free to move around the 

country without the need for a PCR test 

(for the coronavirus infection),” said Sheikh 

Abdullah bin Mohammed.

Dr Al Kaabi assured all volunteers that 

they need not worry as the UAE would 

ensure their safety throughout the entire 

vaccine trial process. “To those who are 

participating in this trial study, we say: 

there is no need to worry at all. You are 

part of this trial. If the vaccine proves 

to be successful and approved for use, 

you will be one of the first people to get 

vaccinated,” he said.

Although it has already reached 

its volunteers target, the UAE hopes 

that many more residents will join the 

#4Humanity cause to find a safe vaccine. 

An expat shared that his participation was 

his way of expressing gratitude to the 

country that had taken care of him and his 

family for years. “I have been in the UAE 

for four years and the country has given 

me a lot and the best way I could give 

something back was to offer myself for the 

vaccine trials. Everybody needs us and I 

am stepping forward to volunteer, as this is 

what the country needs,” said the expat.

SAFETY REMINDERS

The UAE is well on its way to crossing 

6 million tests, while maintaining less 

than 1 per cent of death rates and over 

90 per cent of recoveries. The authorities 

stress that this doesn’t mean the public 

can become relaxed and forget about the 

preventive measures that the country has 

put in place. These measures have kept 

the pandemic in check; failing to abide by 

them would undo all the good work. Which 

is why, instead of getting complacent, this 

is the time to become doubly cautious and 

follow government directives to the letter.

Dr Omar Al Hammadi, UAE government 

briefing spokesperson, said, “A COVID-19 

test with a negative result doesn’t mean a 

person is immune to the infection. If they 

don’t take preventive measures and apply 

social distancing, they put themselves at 

risk of getting infected.”

Speaking at a government briefing 

session, he warned that the increase 

in the number of cases was linked to 

non-adherence to social distancing 

guidelines. “The increase we saw in 

COVID-19 cases was associated with 

social and family gatherings. Unlike 

people’s behaviour at public places, 

which is subject to mandatory measures 

like social distancing and face mask 

wearing, private and family gatherings are 

not [monitored],” he said.

Dr Al Hammadi reminded the public that 

wearing a mask alone is not sufficient to 

curb the spread of the virus, and asserted 

that if people strictly follow a combination 

of social distancing and other preventive 

measures, the UAE would be on its way 

to flattening the curve. He explained, 

“It is important to continue to wear face 

mask as it is effective in preventing the 

Recovery brings new 
challenges, such 

as regaining breathing 
functions, physical 
movement, muscle 
strength, and healthy body 
weight and composition. 

This is 
when the 
rehabilitation 
phase begins

As a tactical CSR 
initiative of RAK 

Hospital, we decided 
to launch the COVID-19 
Rehabilitation Programme 
entirely free of cost for 
those UAE residents who 
have recovered from the 

infection, to 
enable them 
to return to 
enjoying 

normal life 

DR JASON GRAY 
Senior Director for Clinical Operations at

Amana Healthcare

DR RAZA SIDDIQUI 
Executive Director of RAK Hospital

A COVID-19 test with 
a negative result 

doesn’t mean a person is 
immune to the infection. If 
they don’t take preventive 

measures, 
they put 
themselves 
at risk of 

getting 
infected

DR OMAR AL HAMMADI 
UAE government briefing spokesperson

Anyone who gets 
the vaccine will be 

free to move around the 
country without the need 

for a PCR 
test for the 
coronavirus 
infection

HE SHEIKH ABDULLAH BIN 

MOHAMMED AL HAMED 
Chairman of the Department of Health –

Abu Dhabi

infection. However, we should also keep 

a social distance and avoid gatherings 

and crowded places. Such preventive 

measures are more effective when done 

together.”

SURVIVORS’ REHAB

With a high rate of 90 per cent 

recoveries, the UAE is amongst the 

world’s model countries when it comes to 

tackling COVID-19. However, the health 

authorities have acknowledged that 

some of the recovered patients might 

experience continuing struggles with 

their general health.

This is why two hospital groups in 

the UAE have committed their services 

to the country by launching special 

rehabilitation programmes for COVID-19 

recovered patients, should they need 

further treatment. RAK Hospital and 

Amana Healthcare have affirmed their 

commitment to providing comprehensive 

therapy programmes for patients suffering 

from impairments and other health issues. 

Amana Healthcare, which covers 

patients in Abu Dhabi and Al Ain, has 

devised a four-stage process to help 

COVID-19 patients regain their physical 

and cognitive functions, particularly for 

those who have stayed in the ICU for long 

periods of time. “COVID-19 can confine 

patients from medium- to long-term 

care in an ICU or acute hospital setting. 

Recovery brings new challenges, such as 

regaining breathing functions, physical 

movement, muscle strength, and healthy 

body weight and composition. Cognitive 

functions such as attention, memory and 

mood may also present psychological 

challenges. This is when the rehabilitation 

phase begins, and where Amana’s 

post-COVID-19 rehabilitation programme comes in,” said Dr Jason Gray, Senior 

Director for Clinical Operations at Amana 

Healthcare. 

RAK Hospital’s programme covers 

physical, dietary, cognitive, and 

psychological support and is free for 

former COVID-19 patients. “In keeping 

with the avowed mission of the UAE 

Government on tackling COVID-19 and as 

a tactical CSR initiative of RAK Hospital, 

we decided to launch the COVID-19 

Rehabilitation Programme entirely free of 

cost for those UAE residents who have 

recovered from the infection, to enable 

them to return to enjoying normal life 

with their families,” said Dr Raza Siddiqui, 

Executive Director of RAK Hospital.

Press briefing during the commencement of the world’s first Phase III clinical trial of COVID-19 inactivated vaccine in UAE
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RELENTLESS TESTING

To date, the UAE ranks amongst the 

top 10 countries worldwide in COVID-19 

screening rate, reaching 568,242 per 1 

million population, as of the second half 

of August. 

In Abu Dhabi alone, the Abu Dhabi 

Emergency, Crisis & Disasters Committee 

in collaboration with the Abu Dhabi 

Health Services Centre (SEHA) and the 

Department of Health has conducted 

more than 200,000 COVID-19 tests 

across 15 neighbourhoods, following the 

completion of the first month of its home 

screening initiative. 

These tests aim to help the elderly along 

with vulnerable citizens and residents 

who are unable to head towards testing 

centres themselves. The initiative is also in 

line with the ongoing National Screening 

Programme in the Capital, which has 

achieved remarkable statistics of less than 

0.3% of confirmed cases in Abu Dhabi City. 

The areas of Al Ain and Al Dhafra attained 

0.6% and 0.4% respectively. 

In addition, the country has launched 

seven new drive-through centres powered 

by laser-based DPI testing to detect 

COVID-19 cases within minutes. These 

centres are at Zayed Sports City and 

Corniche in Abu Dhabi, Al Hili in Al Ain, 

and at the National Screening Centres 

in Mina Rashed, Al Khawaneej, Ras Al 

Khaimah, and Fujairah.

The PCR blood test would help people 

enter and re-enter Abu Dhabi, as all results 

are valid within 48 hours upon receipt of 

the result. Individuals need only book an 

appointment through the SEHA app and 

pay a minimal fee of Dhs50 for the test. 

The testing centres are available at the 

last exit on Sheikh Zayed Road before the 

Ghantoot checkpoint.

The drive-through tests also require an 

appointment. Anyone who has to or wants 

to get a COVID-19 test done, must book an 

appointment through the Estijaba helpline 

number 8001717. The test is free for 

those with infection symptoms or in at-risk 

groups (elderly, pregnant women, and 

people with chronic diseases); all others 

need to pay Dhs370.

Health authorities have strictly 

instructed that those whose test results 

show that they need a nose swab will be 

required to do so on the spot and will be 

instructed to remain isolated until results 

are available. 

Hero frontliners of the Dubai World Trade Centre field hospital as it closed in July after 

being declared COVID-19 free
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With the ongoing 
National Screening 

Programme, the Capital 
has achieved remarkable 
statistics of less than 0.3% 
of confirmed cases in Abu 
Dhabi City. The areas of Al 
Ain and Al Dhafra attained 
0.6% and 0.4% respectively
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local skin symptoms such as pain, redness, 

and rashes.

I’m glad to share that I did not feel 

any side effects at all during the initial 

dose, apart from the slight pain from the 

injection. I managed to continue with 

my daily activities and duties at work 

afterwards.

It was only during this time when I 

told people close to my heart that I’ve 

joined the UAE’s call for volunteers for 

the vaccination programme. They all 

expressed their worries, but I have all 

the trust that the UAE will take care of 

all 15,000 volunteers under its wing, in 

its aim to find a safe and trusted vaccine 

against COVID-19.

to 12 months from the date of the first 

vaccination through telemedicine and face-

to-face visits.

Today, the UAE has allowed volunteers like 

me to travel in and out of Abu Dhabi without 

having to undergo COVID-19 tests. On the 

Al Hosn app, my current status already 

shows a gold star, signifying that I’m already 

amongst those who have successfully been 

administered the second dose.

My COVID-19 vaccine journey has just 

begun; I hope that in my own little way, 

I’d be able to help the UAE, my second 

home, in its search for a viable vaccine 

for the benefit of all humanity. One of the 

biggest reasons why I chose to participate 

is my wish to help my home country, the 

Philippines, to see if this vaccine works 

through the ongoing trials, as the world 

comes together to flatten the COVID-19 

curve and return to normalcy.

extractions. Only then will the volunteer be 

administered the second shot of the vaccine.

On August 13, I received the second 

dose of the inactivated vaccine. Thankfully, 

I’ve experienced no side effects from the 

vaccine so far.

The UAE’s inactivated vaccine clinical trial 

administers either a vaccine or a placebo 

for the studies. The ratio of the vaccines to 

the placebo is 2:1, meaning these studies 

will comprise individuals who received 

the vaccine forming 66.6% of the study or 

around 10,000 individuals, while the rest 

will be injected with a placebo.

All volunteers will be monitored up 

My COVID-19 vaccine 
journey has just 

begun; I hope that in 
my own little way, I’d be 
able to help the UAE, my 
second home, in its search 
for a viable vaccine for the 
benefit of all humanityDuring my second shots of the inactivated vaccine

The UAE’s inactivated vaccine clinical trial administers either a vaccine or a placebo

INITIAL CONSULTATIONS

After registering as a volunteer, I first 

received a message to undergo a swab test 

for COVID-19 on July 19. When my results 

came in negative, I received a text message 

scheduling me for the actual vaccine trial 

days after.

FIRST DOSE

Once the medical check-up is done, you 

will be asked to read and sign a consent 

form that will cover all points regarding 

the UAE’s COVID-19 inactivated vaccine 

clinical trials. The research study was also 

reviewed and approved by the Ethics 

Committee of the UAE’s Ministry of Health, 

and has passed the Chinese Food and 

Drug Administration’s study phases where 

the vaccine was initially developed.

They will then take blood samples from 

the volunteer before the actual vaccination 

takes place. The actual vaccination 

process only takes minutes; afterwards, the 

volunteer will be taken to an observation 

area to check for any immediate effects of 

the vaccine. The day that the volunteer gets 

his/her first dose is counted as ‘Day 0’.

HEALTH MONITORING

Thereon, the Abu Dhabi Health Services 

Company will be constantly in contact with 

the volunteer for telemedicine and will also 

request for a minimum of two face-to-face 

medical check-ups to note the effects of 

the vaccine.

The medical team warned that possible 

side effects would include flu-like 

symptoms such as fever, muscle pain, 

tiredness; respiratory symptoms such as 

shortness of breath, sore throat, cough; and 

My 21-day journey
as UAE’s vaccine trial volunteer

BY NEIL BIE

During my first shot of the inactivated 

vaccine last July

At the Abu Dhabi National Exhibition Centre last July 23

I’m glad to share 
that I did not feel 

any side effects at all 
during the initial dose, 
apart from the slight 
pain from the injection. I 
managed to continue with 
my daily activities and 
duties at work afterwards

August 13

July 19

July 23

W
hen the UAE announced that it would conduct the 

world’s first Phase III inactivated vaccine trials in mid-

July, the news brought hope to the country as this is 

the final step in testing the vaccine’s efficacy and safety before 

it’s provided to the public.

I signed up to be part of the 15,000 volunteers for the 

programme through the website 4humanity.ae on July 16. 

Here’s an account of my 21-day journey so far with the UAE’s 

inactivated vaccine, developed by Sinopharm CNBG and 

approved by the UAE’s Ministry of Health.

I arrived at the Abu Dhabi National 

Exhibition Centre on July 23, alongside 

several Emirati volunteers. There, the 

doctors and nurses took readings of vitals 

while explaining the entire volunteer journey. 

They also did a thorough medical history 

probe to ensure that all volunteers were 

healthy prior to vaccination.

SECOND DOSE

The volunteer will repeat the entire 

process for the second dose – from the 

medical check-ups, signing of new consent 

forms, COVID-19 swab test, minus the blood 
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TRANSPORT

WITH PRIVATE AND PUBLIC TRANSPORT LIMITED IN THE UAE IN ORDER TO 

SAFEGUARD PEOPLE DURING THE PANDEMIC, CYCLING HAS EMERGED AS A 

WIN-WIN SOLUTION – AND WHO BETTER TO DEMONSTRATE THAT THAN

HH SHEIKH MOHAMMED BIN RASHID AL MAKTOUM, VICE PRESIDENT AND 

PRIME MINISTER OF THE UAE AND RULER OF DUBAI?

BY MARK NITUMA

WHEELS
FOR THE NEW

N    RMAL 
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F
or people of the UAE, and also 

of the larger Middle East, going 

around town pedalling is only 

for fitness enthusiasts and for children. 

During summers in the region, people 

always hurry towards closed and air-

conditioned modes of private and public 

transport. The ‘new normal’ brought 

about by COVID-19 has changed all that. 

With restrictions on any kind of transport 

that puts people in close proximity to 

each other, bicycles have emerged as 

the safest and healthiest alternative.

Countries that have been trying to 

promote cycling – and the UAE is one 

of them – in order to decongest roads, 

curb pollution, and encourage an active 

lifestyle, have seen a rise in the number 

of cyclists following the contagion. 

Riding a cycle alleviates the worry of 

being infected by any novel coronavirus 

carrier nearby, and it also saves one the 

trouble of walking miles when public 

transport is limited or unavailable and 

private cars are restricted.

If anyone needed more motivation to 

get on a bike, they’d have found it in His 

Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 

Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime 

Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai. 

The sight of HH Sheikh Mohammed 

bin Rashid and his companions on their 

bicycles, wearing safety helmets and 

pedalling around Dubai, took social media 

by storm in early August. For residents, 

this was evidence of how safe the UAE is 

for cycling, thanks to its many dedicated 

cycling paths, and a signal to move away 

from using only cars. 

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid’s 

group reminded netizens of the thrill of 

freewheeling down the road. The more 

bicycles and fewer cars there are on the 

roads, the cleaner the air and the fitter 

the bodies. And, of course, cycling serves 

the purpose of social distancing, which is 

essential to limit the spread of COVID-19.

Shortly after the Ruler had his day out 

on a bike, His Highness Sheikh Hamdan 

bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 

Crown Prince of Dubai and Chairman 

of the Executive Council of Dubai, 

announced plans to make the emirate 

more bicycle-friendly. The plan includes 

the creation of new road safety laws and 

infrastructure to support bicycle riders, in 

line with the objectives of Dubai Vision 

2021, to strengthen the city’s position as 

the world’s most preferred place to live, 

work, and visit. It also reinforces the Dubai 

Traffic Strategy 2021, which seeks to 

reduce road fatalities, and the UAE Energy 

Strategy 2050, which aims to transform 

the emirate as a city with the world’s 

lowest carbon footprint.

THE COVID-19 ‘VEHICLE’

The emergence of the novel coronavirus 

disease, which has swept across the world 

in 2020, has significantly affected the way 

most people live, especially in terms of 

transportation. Even the UAE police patrols 

have had to adapt by using bicycles, a 

very agile solution to observing physical 

distancing amongst their ranks while 

patrolling those who violated the curfew 

and rules under the National Sterilisation 

Programme in the previous months. The 

coronavirus outbreak may have stifled 

commercial and human outdoor activities, 

but the UAE police forces did not slow 

down a bit in their role as frontliners of 

safety and security.

Describing patrolling as a cyclist, warrant 

officer Faisal Al Naqbi, 33, of Abu Dhabi 

Police told the media, “When we patrol 

on bikes, we see things that we may not 

be able to see from a car.” Every night 

during that period, they rode for around 

six hours to ensure the full implementation 

of mobility restrictions, orderliness and 

safety of communities surrounding the 

TRANSPORT

UAE capital. Thanks to the manoeuvrability 

of their patrol bikes, they caught 40 

people violating the COVID-19 preventive 

measures and the curfew in just a span of 

one week last May. Al Naqbi added that 

by using patrol bicycles, “we ride through 

residential areas, narrow alleys and 

backyards”, spaces where a large police 

car would not be able to go. “We mostly 

catch illegal immigrants, fugitives hiding 

between houses and unauthorised street 

vendors,” he said about the advantages of 

patrolling on a cycle.

Abu Dhabi Police, who introduced bike 

patrols in October 2016, long before the 

pandemic, said in a statement, “Security 

bicycle patrols are considered an added 

value to improve the field performance 

of the police institutions, their ability to 

manoeuvre and reach all places, and 

maintain public order.”

Being so agile, bike patrols can cut off 

the escape routes for law violators. These 

Security bicycle 
patrols are 

considered an added 
value to improve the field 
performance of the police 
institutions, their ability 
to manoeuvre and reach 
all places, and maintain 
public order

—Abu Dhabi Police

bike patrols are evidence of the UAE 

police forces’ ability to revise and expand 

their law enforcement strategy according 

to new challenges.

Also in the Capital, a cycling initiative 

enabled Abu Dhabi Department of 

Economic Development (ADDED) 

inspectors to monitor commercial 

premises if they adhere to the COVID-19 

precautionary measures. According to 

ADDED, the bicycle patrols will inspect 

potentially crowded shops and buildings 

while responding quickly to any 

complaints they receive. 

UN RECOMMENDS IT

The United Nations has recommended 

cycling both as a mode of transport and as 

a way of staying healthy throughout and 

after the global health crisis. According 

to Tijjani Muhamad-Bande, President of 

the UN General Assembly, in many parts 

of the world, bicycles enabled families to 

still undertake their day-to-day activities 

without public transportation. “In times of 

COVID-19, cities are being challenged to 

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, and his associates reminded 

netizens of the thrill of freewheeling down the road

Inspectors of Abu Dhabi Department of Economic Development using bicycles to monitor commercial premises’ adherence to the 

COVID-19 precautionary measures

Abu Dhabi Police bicycle patrol doing rounds in residential areas and narrow alleys in the Capital

D
u
b

a
i M

e
d

ia
 O

ffi
ce

A
b

u
 D

h
a

b
i G

o
ve

rn
m

e
n
t M

e
d

ia
 O

ffi
ce

V
ic

to
r B

e
sa

 / 
T

h
e
 N

a
tio

n
a

l

File photo of His Highness Sheikh Hamdan 

bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 

Crown Prince of Dubai and Chairman of 

the Executive Council of Dubai, a staunch 

supporter of making Dubai a bicycle-

friendly city
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HH Sheikh 
Hamdan bin 

Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum, Crown 
Prince of Dubai and 
Chairman of the 
Executive Council of 
Dubai, announced plans 
to make the emirate 
more bicycle-friendly
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rethink their infrastructure, with bicycles 

playing a vital role in offering a quiet, 

economical, and non-polluting alternative 

to cars and public transportation systems,” 

said the UN official.

Many regions of the world that are 

affected by COVID-19, especially in Europe 

and the Americas, have plans to free up 

space for the exclusive use of cyclists and 

pedestrians for at least a certain period 

each week. They have decided to do 

this after seeing the many advantages of 

bicycles in this period that calls for extreme 

preventive measures against COVID-19. 

The UN has encouraged governments to 

improve road safety and better integrate 

the needs of cyclists into the design of 

transport infrastructure. “Investing in city 

infrastructure to support cycling, from 

protected lanes to bike-share programmes, 

will contribute to a more safe, resilient, and 

sustainable future for all of us,” said the 

Assembly president in his message relayed 

during the celebration of World Bicycle Day 

on June 3.

According to the UN Environment 

Programme (UNEP), these measures 

for improving road safety and better 

infrastructure “are a key part of building 

the urban spaces of tomorrow”. UNEP is 

currently supporting a ‘Share the Road 

Programme’, aimed at moving away from 

prioritising a car-driving minority and 

towards investing in infrastructure for the 

cycling and walking majority.

COLLECTIVE APPROACH 

These UN recommendations match 

the intention of the Dubai government, 

which is very serious about promoting 

cycling – an interesting development 

in a city known for some of the world’s 

most stunning cars. His Highness Sheikh 

Hamdam bin Rashid has taken the lead 

in transforming the commute culture, his 

plans accelerating in view of the social 

distancing needs of the pandemic.

During a one-day workshop titled 

‘Cycling is a Lifestyle’ Innovation Lab, 

organised by Dubai Police in August at the 

Cycle Hub, Jumeirah, the new plans for 

Dubai were announced by His Highness 

Sheikh Hamdan bin Rashid. Workshop 

participants recommended the formation 

of a task force with representation from 

the Roads and Transport Authority, Dubai 

Police, Dubai Sports Council, and the 

Supreme Legislation Committee. This task 

force would steer Dubai’s development 

into a bicycle-friendly city by introducing 

a suitable infrastructure and legislative 

environment. 

The participants also recommended 

improving perceptions of bicycle use 

amongst the public, promoting the use 

of cargo bicycles, and a bicycle renting 

culture, as well as creating more dedicated 

areas for bicycles.

At the session, traffic safety experts 

and cycling professionals discussed 

the world’s best practices in this field, 

including the Copenhagenize Index, the 

most comprehensive and holistic ranking 

of bicycle-friendly cities. 

Lt General Abdullah Khalifa Al Marri, 

Commander-in-Chief of Dubai Police, 

recalled the viral cycling photos of the 

UAE Vice President, saying, “His Highness 

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 

Vice President and Prime Minister of the 

UAE and Ruler of Dubai, is the greatest 

inspiration for us in promoting the use of 

bicycles and the integration of cycling into 

people’s lifestyles. A few days ago, we all 

saw His Highness riding a bike in Dubai.”

Dawood Al Hajri, Director General of 

Dubai Municipality, said, “We are pleased 

to participate in the effort to transform 

TRANSPORT

His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin 

Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice 
President and Prime 
Minister of the UAE and 
Ruler of Dubai, is the 
greatest inspiration for 
us in promoting the use 
of bicycles 
and the 
integration 
of cycling 
into people’s 
lifestyles

LT GENERAL ABDULLAH 

KHALIFA AL MARRI
Commander-in-Chief of Dubai Police

We are pleased to 
participate in the 

effort to transform Dubai 
into a bicycle-friendly city. 
Our participation reflects 
Dubai Municipality’s 
keenness to 
promote the 
health and 
safety of 
society

DAWOOD AL HAJRI
Director General of Dubai Municipality

The Special Tasks and Events Department of the Emergency 
and Public Safety Directorate at Abu Dhabi Police tells 999 how 
to deal with injuries until ambulances arrive:

• Identify the injury

• Dial 999 and report the injury and address

• Stay with the victim until ambulance arrives at the scene

• Check if the victim is conscious

• Provide an airway

• Note if there is any bleeding

• Prevent crowding at the scene

• Reassure the victim if he or she is conscious

• Take the action of moving the victim only if their life is at risk, 
to avoid further complications

WHAT TO DO WHEN YOU SEE AN 
INJURED BICYCLE RIDER

Dubai Police bike patrol

During the ‘Cycling is a Lifestyle’ workshop organised by Dubai Police last month at the Cycle Hub, 

Jumeirah 

A 2018 Global Status Report by the 

World Health Organisation (WHO) 

says that more than half of all the road 

traffic deaths are amongst vulnerable 

road users, a segment that includes 

cyclists. Of the 1.53 million annual 

road traffic deaths, 54 per cent are 

pedestrians, including cyclists and 

motorcyclists.

There’s a provision under the 

UAE’s Federal Law No. 21 of 1995 

that states cyclists shall ride bicycles 

on the right hand side of the road 

and are prohibited from riding on 

pavements. If available, they will be 

allowed to use cycle tracks since it 

is prohibited to ride bicycles on main 

roads for safety reasons. Article (1) 

of the UAE Law imposes a penalty of 

Dhs2,000, impounding the vehicle, 

and 23 black points on the cyclist 

who exposes his or her or somebody 

else’s life to danger.

Abu Dhabi Police have been 

consistently issuing caution amongst 

bike riders. In one of its recent 

Instagram posts, it advised: “For safe 

cycling, wear your helmet, elbow pads 

and knee pads. Make sure your bicycle 

is fitted with front and rear lights.”

In Dubai, wearing cycling helmets 

is mandatory. Since 2009, the law 

requires cyclists to wear helmets and 

high-visibility jackets or face a fine of 

Dhs500.

Despite all this, we hear every now 

and then about accidents involving 

two-wheeler vehicles, including 

bicycles and motorcycles, that could 

have been prevented if only the 

riders follow the rules and other 

drivers respect their existence as 

road users as well.

TAKE CARE
WHEN CYCLING

Dubai into a bicycle-friendly city. Our 

participation reflects Dubai Municipality’s 

keenness to promote the health and 

safety of society. This Lab (workshop) 

contributes to implementing the directives 

of HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid to 

further enhance the quality of life in the 

city, and implement the instructions of HH 

Sheikh Hamdan bin Rashid to provide the 

facilities necessary to encourage residents 

to take up cycling as a fitness activity.”
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The driver of the vehicle claimed, as per 

court records, that the cyclist appeared 

3 metres away from his car. He said that 

he had called the police and told them 

that the lane on which the cyclist was 

riding at the time of the collision was not 

meant for bicycles. However, the victim 

was part of a well-trained cycling group 

and she knew the rules. The accused 

was investigated and found to be guilty 

of speeding and driving with car windows 

tinted darker than permissible limits. The 

court sentenced the driver to six months 

in prison, with a Dhs12,000 fine and 

Dhs200,000 blood money payable to the 

cyclist’s family.

To cut the risk of accidents, the Dubai 

Sports Council recently discussed 

the possibility of a ban on the use of 

headphones while cycling. The Council said 

that distracted drivers often are prone to 

accidents, but this applies to cyclists, too.

TRANSPORT

Tim Arriet, an Italian expat in Abu 

Dhabi, told 999 that it just took one 

instance of riding a bike without a 

helmet to change his life. One early 

morning in February 2020, he rode his 

bike to a nearby supermarket at Airport 

Road, Al Mushrif, in Abu Dhabi. It was 

only a few blocks away from where he 

lived, so he ditched the idea of wearing 

a helmet. As the visibility was very poor, 

Arriet did not notice the roadside gutter; 

he fell and went home with a scraped 

knee. Everything else seemed fine, he 

thought. But things took a turn for the 

worse the next day, when he woke up. 

He could not move his head and 

experienced a numbing pain on the left 

side of his skull. There was a squishy 

bump on that side of his head. It was 

an injury he hadn’t felt or noticed after 

the fall into the gutter. As soon as Arriet 

got into his car to go to the hospital, 

he vomited. He forced himself to drive, 

but at the hospital, he fainted. Doctors 

conducted a CT scan and discovered 

that he had an epidural hematoma, 

bleeding in the brain between the skull 

and the brain’s covering. The expat 

needed to undergo a life-saving surgery, 

and although he has recovered from 

it, he has learnt one invaluable lesson: 

even over a short distance, a helmet is 

always necessary for bicycle riders.

What Arriet experienced had also 

happened to many others. In 2017, a 

seven-year-old boy was brought to the 

Emergency Room at NMC Hospital, 

Dubai Investments Park, after falling off 

his bicycle and hitting his head on the 

ground. The child, who was not wearing 

a helmet, sustained a head injury and 

his CT scan showed an acute epidural 

hematoma, a type of traumatic brain 

injury in which a build-up of blood occurs 

between the dura mater with significant 

brain compression. The boy underwent 

a procedure called craniotomy and 

evacuation of the hematoma. He was 

kept in the ICU for a day and was able 

to recover within 36 hours after the 

surgery.

However, there are many cyclists figured 

in accidents and didn’t make it. In June last 

year, a 31-year-old Asian man died after he 

was hit by a car while cycling along Ras Al 

Khaimah one evening under poor visibility. 

The police have always reminded 

pedestrians and cyclists to follow road 

safety instructions. Wearing safety gear 

such as a high-visibility jacket or reflective 

safety vest is encouraged. Likewise, 

installing taillights and headlights can also 

come in very useful, as these can help 

motorists see the cyclists.

According to Thomas Edelman, Founder 

of Road Safety UAE, “Bicycle riders 

are weaker than vehicles, hence other 

drivers must be respectful to them on the 

road as bicycle riders are equal traffic 

participants.” 

In May 2018, a cyclist was killed as 

a speeding car crashed into her from 

behind late at night. The impact was such 

that the cyclist was found 13 metres away 

on the left lane of the road, and her bike 

was in the middle lane after the crash. 

To cut the risk of 
accidents, the Dubai 

Sports Council recently discussed 
the possibility of a ban on the 
use of headphones while cycling. 
The Council said that distracted 
drivers often are prone to 
accidents, but this applies to 
cyclists, too

• If you have to ride a cycle on 

the road, don’t ride on the 

wrong side

• Avoid biking by night and in 

bad light conditions

• Don’t bike on unsafe roads

• Don’t bike in areas where 

biking is prohibited

• Don’t use your mobile phone 

while riding

• Don’t bike under the influence 

of banned substances

CYCLING
POINTERS

Thomas Edelman
Founder of Road Safety UAE, has 
some tips
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ECONOMY

REALTY 
SHIFTING

THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC HAS MADE PEOPLE TRANSITIONING FROM 

TENANCY TO HOME OWNERSHIP. WITH LOWER COSTS IN THE 

CURRENT ECONOMIC CLIMATE, IS THIS A GOOD TIME TO INVEST IN 

REAL ESTATE? 999 LOOKS AT WHAT THE MARKET OFFERS 

BY JAMILLE DOMINGO

Living Gardens is Lootah’s latest development. Located in JVC, the building 
takes pride of place amongst our community, a modern façade makes 
a confident bold statement, promising residents not just a home, but a 
lifestyle. The development contains studios and 1-bedroom apartments, and 
a host of state-of-the-art amenities.

Bay Avenue, Block B, Mezzanine Floor, F62, Business

Bay, Dubai, United Arab Emirates

HANDOVER 

SOON
Purchase a
property in 
Living Gardens and 
receive  8% net 
return. Price
starts from just
AED 425,000.

8% 
 Net Guaranteed!

Living Garden offers luxury apartments with 
bespoke and high-quality finishing

An external façade with aluminium vertical 
elements and glass windows

Interiors are finished with porcelain tiles and 
counter tops

Bathrooms are fitted with high-quality bathtubs, 
and have a spacious and luxurious feel

The lighting, apartment palette, and ceiling 
finishing keep in mind the tastes of our residents

BOOK NOW
E-mail: sales@sslh.ae
Call: +971 58 176 9889

Living Garden_ads.indd   1Living Garden_ads.indd   1 8/24/20   2:05 PM8/24/20   2:05 PM
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ECONOMY

I
t’s no secret that most business 

sectors across the globe have been 

affected badly by the suddenness 

of the Covid-19 pandemic, resulting in 

redundancies and bankruptcies. Almost 

no industry is unscathed by the global 

economic downslide following lockdowns 

and social isolation in most countries. Even 

as the world keeps its fingers crossed for 

a viable vaccine, the next several months 

would have an element of uncertainty; all 

the more reason for people to choose their 

investments carefully and consider the 

likely value appreciation of their asset.

One investment that shows promise 

is real estate, especially if one were to 

invest in a primary residence in the UAE. 

Realty has no doubt felt the impact of the 

pandemic, and prices in many areas of the 

Emirates have dropped sharply. But with 

recovery around the corner, prices are likely 

to rise sooner rather than later. For expats 

who have long been tenants in the UAE, 

this is the time to become a homeowner. 

Indeed, the property sector is one of the 

few in which a layer of positive growth 

potential lies under the negative impacts of 

the pandemic.

With prices at an all-time low, the 

industry has seen a massive surge in local 

buyers, especially in the ready (immediate 

occupancy) market. So promising is the 

buyer’s market in real estate that analysts 

predict a further rise in property ownership 

in the coming months. A huge number of 

individuals are finally saying goodbye to the 

renting lifestyle and moving on to buying 

their own homes before the end of 2020.

DROP IN PROPERTY PRICES AND 

MORTGAGE RATES

Across the world, the economic 

slowdown of 2019 and the pandemic of 

2020 have led to a drop in real estate 

prices. Therefore, buyers, many of them 

first-time buyers, can now cherry-pick the 

right property. There are pros and cons. 

Pros: with enough savings and a degree 

of professional stability, this is the best 

time to buy a home and get the best deal 

on property type and price. Cons: without 

savings and with an unstable income, 

buying a property could mean taking on 

a debt that would be hard to repay and 

maybe even forfeiture of the property.

An individual who wishes to invest in real 

estate has to think hard and take stock 

of their finances – not just for today, but 

also for tomorrow – before deciding which 

property to buy.

Here’s a look at what’s happening around 

the world.

In the United Kingdom, analysis from 

mortgage provider Nationwide revealed that 

the country’s house price index in May fell by 

1.7 per cent, the biggest decline in 11 years. 

In India, there is a spike in interest in 

home ownership. According to Prashant 

Thakur, Director and Head of Research 

at real estate services company Anarock 

Property Consultants, the general home-

buying sentiment in India is based on the 

current cheaper home loan interest rates in 

the country, which stand at 7.15 per cent to 

7.8 per cent. 

“The security associated with owning 

a physical asset during such a crisis has 

resulted in increased demand. Several 

landlords are asking tenants to vacate, 

prompting people to consider buying their 

own home,” he said. 

In Australia, the drop in property prices 

has encouraged Chinese buyers to invest, 

according to Chinese property portal 

Sodichan. As per a May survey conducted 

by data-gathering company Finder, house 

prices in Sydney and Melbourne were 

forecast to fall by 10.2 and 9.2 per cent, 

respectively, in the next year. Sodichan 

revealed that due to this price drop, it 

had recorded a 300 per cent increase 

in the number of enquiries for Australian 

properties in the first quarter of the year.

In Dubai, data released by the 

consultancy firm ValuStrat in February 2020 

showed that residential property values 

were 10.3 per cent lower in early 2020 than 

in the previous year. The report said that 

the sales volume for ready homes in the 

emirate had fallen by 75 per cent, with off-

plan home sales decreasing by 32 per cent 

compared to a few months earlier. 

In addition, the current property prices are 

about 34 per cent lower than the market 

peak in 2014, according to data insights 

firm Property Monitor.

Statistics by Dubizzle and Bayut in 

July 2020 also showed that for ready 

apartments in places like Dubai Marina, 

the average price-per-square foot fell from 

Dhs1,271 to Dhs 1,243.

Russell Owen, COO of Lootah Real Estate 

Development, said that such a “decline in 

figures does not indicate that the sector is 

in jeopardy”. He said, “Property rates were 

already declining before Covid-19, and will 

continue to do so. While [the contagion] 

has an effect on activity within the market, 

it hasn’t had a dramatic or overnight overall 

effect on the prices.”

HIGHER LOAN-TO-VALUE RATIO MEANS 

GOOD TIME TO BUY

The low realty rates have made people 

realise that while paying rent is an expense, 

a property mortgage is an investment, and 

eventually the returns would far outstrip the 

investment.

Experts believe that this really is 

an exciting time to invest in property, 

especially with so many banks and 

developers offering real estate promotions 

and loan products.

In the United States, for instance, the 

public government-sponsored enterprise 

Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation 

(Freddie Mac) revealed that since mortgage 

rates were near an all-time low, anyone 

buying now would have an opportunity to 

lock in the lowest mortgage rates in history. 

In their analysis released on June 25, the 

30-year fixed-rate mortgage stood at 3.13 

per cent, and the 15-year mortgage was at 

2.59 per cent. The company added that on 

January 2, the 30-year fixed-rate mortgage 

rate was 3.72 per cent. This decrease, 

according to the enterprise, meant a big 

decline in one’s monthly payment.

“With interest rates at the lowest level in 

decades, if you’re in the market for a home, 

now is a good time to buy. Just remember 

to lock in the low rates with a fixed rate 

mortgage. Also, depending upon the 

competitiveness of the real estate market in 

your region, you may be able to negotiate 

a lower price,” said Barbara A. Friedberg, 

owner of technology investment resource 

platform Robo Advisor Pros as well as 

CEO of fintech and investment resource 

The security 
associated with 

owning a physical asset 
during such a crisis has 
resulted in increased 
demand. Several landlords 
are asking tenants to 
vacate, prompting people 
to consider buying their 
own home

With interest rates 
at the lowest level 

in decades, if you’re in the 
market for a home, now 
is a good time to buy. Just 
remember to lock in the 

low rates with 
a fixed rate 
mortgage

BARBARA A. FRIEDBERG
Owner of Robo Advisor Pros 
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company Wealth Media LLC. 

Meanwhile, in the UAE, the Central 

Bank has also issued a decree which 

allows up to 80 and 85 per cent of the 

property purchase for expats and nationals, 

respectively—an increase from the previous 

75 and 80 per cent, respectively. This 

means that the down payment has vastly 

declined as well. 

Talking about the Dubai market, Owen 

said that interest rates and property 

values were at their lowest, while loan-

to-value rates were at their highest, with 

banks paying 80 per cent of the amount, 

4 per cent of the fees at the Dubai Land 

Department, and 2 per cent of the agent’s 

fees upfront.  “That’s a saving of 11 per cent 

needed on the upfront cash, as well as a 

potential price saving of 5 to 10 per cent 

compared to this time last year. So, on a 

property worth Dhs2 million, you can save a 

minimum of Dhs220,000,” he said. 

Such opportunities have resulted in a 57 

per cent hike in mortgage transactions in 

the second quarter of 2020, as per the data 

released by real estate brokers company 

Allsopp and Allsopp.

The Lootah CEO also said that the 

company had witnessed a huge upsurge 

in buyers. He said, “We have seen a huge 

increase in buyers requesting mortgages, 

especially first-time buyers. The price 

reduction of nearly 11 per cent makes it 

much more affordable for buyers to enter 

the market and move away from renting.

“Lootah has seen an increase in leads 

on its ready villa project in Jumeirah 

Village Circle by 325 per cent. This is 

supported by the huge increase of leads 

for mortgages from end users through 

our financial partner Holo Mortgage 

Consultants, which has witnessed a 300 

per cent boost in end user enquiries from 

its online platform.”

He added that he expected to see very 

positive transactional data in the third and 

fourth quarters of 2020.

ADDED LONG-TERM CONFIDENCE

According to Lootah, the bolstered 

interest of residents and expats in real 

estate investment shows their confidence 

about the ability of Dubai, and the UAE in 

general, to mount a successful comeback. 

This, he says, says a lot about the country 

being an ideal long-term investment 

destination.

“The growth in the number of 

expatriates who are interested in real 

estate investments signifies that they are 

becoming more confident in the market. 

It’s not just because of the lower prices 

and interest rates, it’s also because people 

believe in the UAE,” he said.

WFH IS A BIG FACTOR

The aggressive shift from renting to 

owning a home in the UAE can also 

be attributed to the work-from-home 

set-up necessitated by Covid-19, with 

many professionals and families seeking 

affordable homes that are more conducive 

to the WFH lifestyle.

“The current climate has transformed the 

way investors and property owners think, 

with many of them now looking for homes 

that offer complete amenities that they 

can enjoy in the long term. They now want 

properties that can provide a sense of 

well-being, as well as an area where they 

can become the efficient professionals 

that they yearn to be,” said Saleh Abdullah 

Lootah, CEO of Lootah Real Estate 

Development.

The safety precautions enforced by 

governments around the world against 

the novel coronavirus disease – this 

includes temporary suspension of public 

transport services – have pushed many 

companies to let a huge portion of their 

staff work from home. WFH, it is widely 

believed, would become the norm as its 

efficacy has been proved. 

Even before the pandemic, data 

indicated the benefits of WFH. A Stanford 

University study published in 2015 showed 

that telecommuting led to 13 per cent 

increase in productivity and 50 per cent 

decrease in attrition. 

This new set-up is driving UAE 

residents to search for homes that can 

offer comfortable work areas where 

they can keep distractions at bay, while 

ensuring that a relaxing lifestyle remains 

within reach. According to an update 

issued by management consultancy 

firm KPMG, Dubai residents were on 

the lookout for “better quality assets at 

reduced rates”. 

Even in other countries, WFH is driving 

demand for homes. According to UK 

property website Rightmove, as more 

residents were working remotely, there 

The industry is 
confident that 

[the sector] will remain 
steady in the future. 
This is why it is only high 
time that people invest 
in properties while they 
can still take advantage 
of the decreased rates. 
Once the economy returns 
to full swing, the value of 
their property will rise, 
turning their 
investment 
into a 
thriving 
asset

SALEH ABDULLAH LOOTAH
CEO of Lootah Real Estate Development 

ECONOMY

was now a surge in people searching for 

properties outside the city, particularly 

with large gardens and a big space for a 

home office.

Robert Gardner, chief economist at 

Nationwide, said that WFH had propelled 

the UK real estate sector towards 

new heights, adding that the surge in 

inquiries meant that the sector was 

“starting to stabilise”.

In India, the pandemic’s stay-at-home 

measures have made many young 

professionals realise the disadvantage 

of living in cramped apartments with 

poor access to greenery. A survey by 

Anarock Property Consultants in June 

said that millennials in particular now 

sought spacious homes of their own. 

About 55 per cent of the respondents 

who wished to buy their own property 

were aged 20 to 25, a much higher 

figure compared to the same period in 

2019 at only 42 per cent.

Experts in Dubai believe that the 

property sector here will see a recovery 

faster than in any other city in the world 

because of its highly regulated real estate 

market. Lootah said, “The industry is 

confident that it will remain steady in the 

future. This is why it is only high time that 

people invest in properties while they 

can still take advantage of the decreased 

rates. Once the economy returns to full 

swing, the value of their property will 

surely rise, turning their investment into a 

thriving asset.”

Lootah Real Estate Development, 

one of the region’s most prominent 

real estate developers, highlighted 

that a balanced lifestyle, where one 

can attain both a perfect working 

set-up and a cosy abode, can be 

achieved in one of its modern lifestyle 

homes at Living Garden, its latest 

development located in the upcoming 

suburban neighbourhood Jumeirah 

Village Circle.

The building, according to Lootah 

CEO Saleh Abdullah Lootah, offers 

residential apartments, including 

studios and one-bedroom units, 

with superior finish, including an 

external façade with aluminium 

vertical elements and glass windows, 

porcelain tiles and countertops, 

bespoke lighting, and bathrooms 

fitted with high-quality bathtubs, 

amongst others. He underscored 

that the apartment rates start from 

Dhs425,000, with 8 per cent net 

guaranteed.

Company COO Russell Owen said 

that Living Garden’s amenities ensured 

the luxurious yet cost-efficient lifestyle 

that residents yearn for. “Living 

Gardens’ spacious homes allow for 

residents to attain both a living and a 

working space, and its host of amenities 

— such as its state-of-the-art gym, 

covered parking, high quality fixtures 

and fittings, and roof landscaping and 

water features — guarantee to embody 

Lootah’s culture of excellence and an 

unswerving commitment to providing 

the very highest standards of living,” 

said the COO.

Owen noted that Living Garden also 

wins in terms of accessibility, as it is 

within reach of Dubai airports, Dubai 

Downtown, Sheikh Zayed Road, Dubai 

Investment Parks, Jebel Ali, and the 

Expo 2021 site.

The Living Garden space

Such a steep 
decline in figures 

does not indicate that 
the sector is in jeopardy. 
Property rates were 
already declining before 
COVID-19, and 
will continue 
to do so

RUSSELL OWEN
COO of Lootah Real Estate Development 
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BY JAMILLE DOMINGO

999 DELVES INTO THE IMPORTANCE OF MAINTAINING 
PHYSICAL DISTANCE, THE EASIEST WAY TO PREVENT THE 

SPREAD OF COVID-19, YET THE MOST DISREGARDED RULE

LIVE THE
2 METRES 
MANTRA
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T
he novel coronavirus disease of 

2019 (COVID-19) has spread at 

a speed and scale in 2020 that 

make “like a wildfire” sound like a tame 

phrase. However, humans do put up a 

good fight. As the outbreak became a 

pandemic, many countries undertook 

stringent actions, central to which is social 

distancing, a household term now across 

the world. Regardless of territorial and 

economic size, the nations that took the 

most rigorous approach have the best 

infection prevention and recovery rates 

to show. The UAE has set a benchmark in 

this area, leading the world in testing per 

million.

But now that people have started coming 

out again, with the economy cautiously 

re-opening, it’s more important now than 

ever to observe social distancing. Just 

because the government curbs have been 

eased, doesn’t mean the public can take 

it easy. The movement barriers are gone, 

but the pandemic hasn’t. 

Social distancing – maintaining a 

distance of the recommended 2 metres 

(or more, if possible) from anyone– is 

one of the most basic and effective 

ways to prevent the spread of the 

infection. No one knows who might be 

an asymptomatic carrier of the virus, 

which is why this rule is amongst the 

most important prevention measures. 

Unfortunately, it’s also one of the 

most widely disregarded health safety 

requirement.

While the UAE recently began the 

world’s first Phase III clinical trial of 

the COVID-19 inactivated vaccine, the 

government continues to remind everyone 

to respect the rule of physical distancing. 

Leaders know that public cooperation is 

still the biggest factor in a nation’s success 

against the pandemic.

But why do people find it extremely 

hard to adhere to such a simple and 

uncomplicated precautionary measure? 

And what are the things that they have to 

understand in order to see just how this 

basic measure can save hundreds, maybe 

thousands, of lives? Experts tell us.

CONSTANT GATHERINGS

A major reason for the global surge 

of COVID-19 cases is people’s failure to 

maintain physical distancing. There are 

constant gatherings for family celebrations 

or cultural events; after each such gathering, 

a spike in cases is recorded, overwhelming 

hospitals and quarantine facilities.

In early May, a total of 30 individuals from 

two families in the UAE contracted the 

disease after holding a family gathering, 

including a two-month-old baby and 

several elderly people. Just days later, a 

family of 16 in Bahrain got infected with the 

virus, including infants and elder parents, 

after one of them failed to self-isolate 

despite experiencing COVID-19 symptoms.

A nuptial gathering in the UAE resulted 

in COVID-19 chain infection, with 47 

members of five families testing positive 

after hosting and attending the wedding in 

the latter part of July.

In India, a bridegroom who was 

experiencing high fever during his 

wedding died three days later – but not 

before infecting 100 guests with COVID-19. 

It was a case of willful negligence on his 

family’s part. Though the bridegroom had 

requested that the wedding be delayed, 

his family forced him to take painkillers 

and go through with it, citing financial 

losses if the bookings for venue and 

catering were cancelled.

Also in India, there have been reports 

of infection spikes from several parts of 

the country following large gatherings 

in honour of religious or cultural events. 

Such gatherings have happened in 

places as far apart as the national 

capital New Delhi in north India and 

the state of Karnataka in south India. 

Not only do people infect each other at 

such gatherings, but they also carry the 

virus to other places, to other cities, as 

asymptomatic carriers and rarely follow 

the self-isolation rule.

In the Philippines, five family members 

got infected after attending their 

relative’s funeral last July.

NOT A MATTER OF CHOICE

Like other communicable viral diseases, 

COVID-19 spreads amongst individuals 

who are in close contact. Without a viable 

vaccine to appear yet, public adherence 

to rules is of utmost necessity. “Social 

distancing is not a matter of choice. It 

is a critical demand from every one of 

us, in order for our city and our society 

to remain safe. Remember that we are 

only as strong as our weakest link. We’re 

here for you, and trust that we can count 

on your commitment to act responsibly,” 

said His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin 

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 

Crown Prince of Dubai and Chairman of 

Dubai Executive Council.

KNOW THE LAW

FINES FOR VIOLATING
SOCIAL DISTANCING IN THE UAE

The UAE government has a set of fines for citizens and residents who 
violate the social distancing rules to prevent COVID-19.

FINE FOR COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES

DHS50,000
For establishments like schools, gyms, entertainment facilities (parks, pools, 
cinemas), dining establishments (restaurants and coffee shops) that violate the social 
distancing rules 

DHS3,000
For establishments that fail to limit the number of people at fitness centres, beaches, 
parks

FOR GATHERINGS AND CURFEW REGULATIONS

DHS10,000
For party or gathering organisers 

DHS5,000 EACH 
For party attendees 

DHS30,000
For tutors who give private lessons  

DHS3,000
For having more than three people in a vehicle 

DHS3,000
For people inside vehicles not wearing masks 

AT THE WORKPLACE

DHS3,000
For companies that fail to enforce the 30 per cent workforce limit

DHS5,000 
For companies not maintaining social distancing of 2 metres at work, while Dhs3,000 
fine for employees violating the rule

Social distancing 
is not a matter 

of choice. It is a critical 
demand from every one of 
us, in order for our city and 
our society to remain safe. 
We’re here for you, and 
trust that we can count on 
your commitment to act 
responsibly

HH SHEIKH HAMDAN BIN 

MOHAMMED BIN RASHID

AL MAKTOUM
Crown Prince of Dubai and Chairman of Dubai 

Executive Council

Awareness stickers in Dubai Metro Station, requiring passengers to “Keep Safe Distance” of 2 metres

Awareness stickers on public bus on seats in UAE requesting passengers to take alternate seats
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Noting that the desire to see loved 

ones or meet other members of a 

cultural group could be the very 

factor endangering people’s lives, 

UAE Government Spokesperson Dr 

Amna Al Dahhak Al Shamsi, said, “Our 

commitment should be in the form of 

actions rather than words. We should 

protect our loved ones, our fathers, 

mothers, and senior citizens, who are 

more vulnerable to infection than others.”

According to data released by World 

Health Organisation (WHO), the virus 

spreads when an infected person coughs, 

sneezes, or speaks, and droplets from 

their mouth or nose are sprayed in the 

eyes, mouths, or noses of people nearby. 

The virus then finds its way into the lungs 

and causes damage that can kill people. 

The US Centres for Disease Control 

(CDC) said that social distancing is 

important because there are a lot of 

infected people who are asymptomatic. 

“Since people can spread the virus before 

they know they are sick, it is important to 

stay at least 6 feet (2 metres) away from 

others when possible, even if you – or 

they – do not have any symptoms,” it said.

Studies have revealed that the novel 

coronavirus can survive on surfaces for 

hours and even days, depending on 

several factors. New data released by 

WHO said that there were instances 

where the SARS-CoV-2 (the virus that 

causes COVID-19) survived for up to 72 

hours on plastic and stainless steel, up to 

24 hours on cardboard, and up to 4 hours 

on copper. We can’t know who has come 

into contact with what kind of surface, 

and so it’s best not to touch anyone or 

get close to them. People who live in the 

same house should most certainly sanitise 

themselves thoroughly and change 

clothes before sitting down or touching 

anything at home. 

Physical distancing is highly encouraged 

for people who are in the high-risk groups 

—those who are pregnant, aged above 60, 

or those with chronic illnesses.

WHY 2 METRES?

Several questions have been raised 

regarding the required distance to ensure 

safety. For WHO, the recommended 

minimum distance is 1 metre to reduce the 

risk of contracting COVID-19. However, 

various medical professionals have 

maintained that at least 2 metres of 

distance between two people should 

further lessen the risk.

For Dr Paul Pottinger, infectious disease 

professor, University of Washington School 

of Medicine, the real question about social 

distancing is how far the germs can travel 

before “they are no longer a threat”. He 

believes the safe answer would be 

2 metres.

Pottinger said that the biggest threat 

with the virus is the larger droplets, and 

it’s essential to avoid them. “The biggest 

threat, we think, with the coronavirus is 

actually the larger droplets. Droplets of 

saliva, snot, spit. Droplets that almost 

look like rain, if you will, when someone 

Our commitment 
should be in the 

form of actions rather 
than words. We should 
protect our loved ones, 
our fathers, mothers, 
and senior citizens, who 
are more vulnerable to 
infection 
than others

DR AMNA AL DAHHAK

AL SHAMSI
UAE Government Spokesperson 

It is more difficult to 
maintain physical/

social distancing when 
the area is small for big 
gatherings. Once people 
start to eat, the mask will 
be removed, they’ll talk to 
each other, and there’s a 
high chance that sneezing 
or coughing might happen

PUBLIC HEALTH

sneezes. Those droplets are large enough 

that gravity still acts on them. Usually, 

within about 6 feet of leaving somebody’s 

body, those larger, more infectious 

droplets will drop to the ground. That’s 

where the 6 ft rule comes from,” he said.

Dr Aileen Villanueva, General 

Practitioner, Mediclinic Abu Dhabi, 

said that the large and heavy droplets 

of SARS-CoV-2 easily dropped on 

surfaces within 2 metres or less. “The 

2m social distancing guideline assumes 

that the primary means of transmission 

of COVID-19 are through respiratory 

large droplets falling on surfaces and 

others. This is why it’s important to stay 

protected with sanitisers. It is dangerous 

to mindlessly touch surfaces because the 

large heavy droplets of the virus easily 

cling to these areas,” she said. 

Villanueva also said that this minimum 

requirement is the reason people are 

advised not to come together in crowds 

or join gatherings. “It is more difficult 

to maintain physical/social distancing, 

especially when the area is small for big 

gatherings. Once [people] start to eat, 

the mask will be removed, they’ll talk to 

each other, and there’s a high chance 

that sneezing or coughing might happen. 

This is where the virus can easily be 

transferred,” she said.

COLLECTIVE RESPONSIBILITY

The UAE government has successfully 

done its part in the nation’s fight against 

the disease; the onus now is on the public 

to make sure these efforts are sustained. 

Dr Al Shamsi said that only the public 

could allow the nation to win this bout 

against the pandemic. “With the gradual 

return to normal life, the largest and most 

important role of everyone remains the 

commitment to following instructions 

and procedures in order to not undo the 

efforts of all government entities and 

society so far,” she said.

Dr Villanueva reiterated, “Social distancing 

is an effective way to slow down or prevent 

the spread of the virus to save lives, if we 

all participate. We are all responsible for 

protecting each other. It may feel like an 

inconvenience, but it’s the best way now to 

protect our family, friends and community, 

especially those who are at high risk.”

Distancing ourselves from people is 

easier said than done; humans are not 

built to live in isolation. Experts, therefore, 

have listed various tips to make sense of 

the stress created by social distancing.

One of those steps is acknowledging the 

discomfort that it brings. Dr Adam Kaplin, 

a neuroscientist at the Johns Hopkins 

University School of Medicine, said that 

validating your emotions is the first step 

towards managing anxiety.

Another approach is managing 

expectations, according to New York-based 

psychologist Dr Julie Kolzet. She noted 

that this isn’t the best time yet to plan for 

getaways with friends, and that everyone 

should live with that for the meantime. 

Staying connected online is perhaps the 

best and only way to manage feelings 

of loneliness and longing for friends and 

families. This is the time to reconnect 

through phone calls, Zoom and messages.
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COMMERCE

AS CHANGES IN CONSUMER BEHAVIOUR PERSIST AMIDST THE IMPACT OF THE CORONAVIRUS 
PANDEMIC, THE RETAIL MARKET IN THE UAE NEEDS TO REINVENT BY BLENDING ONLINE AND 
PHYSICAL DOMAINS AS WE MOVE FORWARD FROM THIS CRISIS, EXPERTS FROM KPMG SAY

STAFF REPORT

RETAIL RETAIL 
IN THE IN THE 

NEW NORMALNEW NORMAL

COLUMN

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

N
obody can ever disagree with the fact that discourse is 

the main tool of communication in our daily life, 

whether between us as individuals or between 

individuals and institutions. This discourse happens in multiple 

contexts, and is determined by specific objectives. Not only can 

it be a way of communication, but it can sometimes also attempt 

to influence the recipient, if that is what the speaker plans. 

It is necessary to look at how communication is crafted and 

understand how today’s audiences think 

– what the audiences of the 60s used to 

hear may be useless for the 70s 

generation or the ones that came later. 

This is because when the context changes 

for the audience, it requires us to change 

our communication strategy as well. 

In this regard, we can consider the 

communication in the UAE related to three 

main events in 2020, and highlight how 

they were designed in a way that would 

influence the audiences. 

The first event is the COVID-19 pandemic, which necessitated 

the kind of social distancing that nobody is used to. 

Governments in various countries also imposed lockdowns, and 

in some of those countries, the movement restrictions were 

described as a “curfew”, which left a negative impact on the 

mind of communication recipients. But the UAE government, 

which had also imposed similar restrictions, communicated its 

intention with a phrase used for the first time in the history of 

pandemics and crises, i.e. “National Sterilisation Programme”. 

Although this term – or rather, the preventive action behind it 

– forced people to stay at home, the word “sterilisation” 

reminded people of the authorities’ efforts to ensure their health 

and well-being. 

The second event was the launch of the Hope Probe to Mars 

and the media build-up for the actual launch date. While the 

THE BRIDGE BETWEEN
PAST AND FUTURE

Maysa Rashed Ghadeer is a 
prominent UAE writer interested in 

local affairs and a former member of 
the Federal National Council (FNC)

space mission was an epoch-making achievement for the UAE 

and the Arab World, it was a challenge to fully engage people 

because of all the scientific terms involved in any 

communication related to the probe. But the challenge was met, 

and the public imagination was fired up. People’s keen interest 

in the success of the mission was an additional motivational 

push for those who contributed to the event. 

In order to make the communication related to the Mars 

mission appeal to the general public, 

the media had to come up with words 

that would convey the scope and 

significance of the mission and attract 

the new generation to space science. 

This effort also applies to the 

discourse around Barakah, the first 

Arab World nuclear power plant, 

which came to life just two weeks 

after the Mars probe was sent to 

space. 

The third event was the 

normalisation of UAE-Israel relations, the most prominent 

political event of 2020. His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy 

Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, said that in a 

phone call with US President Donald Trump and Israeli Prime 

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, it was agreed to stop Israel’s 

annexation of Palestinian lands and create a roadmap for 

initiating cooperation, leading to bilateral relations.

The communication focused on the benefits that would 

accrue to the Palestinians, especially the current generation. In 

this regard, the UAE’s message was bold and focused on the 

future, offering hope. 

As we see from these events, communication is a strategic 

tool that should be developed to match various contexts 

relevant to recipients.

Three events of 2020 show how effective the UAE is in crafting the right 
words to deliver the right message across, thereby achieving the desired 
impact

When the context 
changes for the 
audience, it requires 
us to change our 
communication 
strategy as well 
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W
hile the majority of business 

sectors across the globe have 

suffered a huge economic 

blow from the novel coronavirus disease 

(COVID-19), retail has been one of the 

sectors that suffered as consumer 

spending becomes widely affected due to 

income uncertainty.

At the onset of the pandemic, businesses 

in the retail industry experienced pressure 

like never before — sales declined; 

consumers stayed home, spent less 

and shifted priorities; and strict safety 

regulations meant less room for attracting 

footfalls that would be converted to 

revenues.

However, the retail sector has also 

proven in this predicament that with every 

challenge comes new opportunities. Now 

that COVID-19 has radically accelerated 

the need for transformation, retail 

companies in the UAE have shown utmost 

flexibility, employing new frameworks and 

business models for efficiently adapting to 

the changing landscape.

Sultan Hatoum, Financial Advisor of 

the Abu Dhabi Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry, said that the outbreak had 

given retail companies a chance to reset, 

positioning themselves to thrive in novel 

ways as consumers evolve. “In spite of 

headwinds, there are still opportunities 

for investments and growth. The only 

concerns we have to focus on are: what 

this change means for consumers and 

retail businesses, as well as the trends 

to know in order to prepare for the new 

normal, in terms of purchasing behaviour,” 

he said.

The flexibility and resilience of the retail businesses in the country are also rooted 

in the vision and determination of the UAE 

leadership to emerge fiercer. The country 

has been showing signs of upturn across 

trade and commerce; it is a model of 

recovery for other nations to follow due to 

the fact that the UAE recognised early on the 

importance of malleability in crisis survival.

STATE OF THE MARKET

The current state of the retail market 

shows how the sector presents a mixed 

bag of performance. 

At a webinar held by the Abu Dhabi 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 

titled ‘What can the UAE’s consumer 

and retail businesses do to prepare their 

organisations for the future?’, experts 

dissected the segments that saw positive 

impact and also those that were badly hit.

Citing the analysis published by 

COMMERCE

In spite of 
headwinds, there 

are still opportunities for 
investments and growth. 
The only concerns we 
have to focus on are: 
what this change means 
for consumers and retail 
businesses, as well as 
the trends in terms of 
purchasing behaviour

professional services company KPMG 

Lower Gulf, the company’s Partner and 

Head of Retail Anurag Bajpai said those 

that experienced growth during the 

crisis were: packaged food and grocery 

businesses; pharmacies, which witnessed 

an increased demand for face masks, 

gloves, sanitisers, medicines, and vitamins; 

online retailers, which saw orders increase 

by 40 per cent; and consumer goods, 

which reported increased income from 

hygiene products, home appliances, and 

board games.

Meanwhile, amongst the categories that 

suffered during the crisis as per KPGM 

Lower Gulf’s year-to-date analysis were: 

electronics, which had a 40-50 per cent 

drop in sales; automobiles, which saw 

sales in April 2020 decline by 25-35 

percent; and fashion, which witnessed 

sales drop by 40-60 per cent. In addition, 

the food and beverage sector is expected 

to lose 30-50 per cent of income by the 

end of the year, based on the annual 

outlook of KPMG Lower Gulf.

Bajpai noted that in this analysis, one 

factor emerged as the biggest reason 

for the survival or growth of certain retail 

businesses amidst COVID-19 — that 

was e-commerce platforms. “There is 

an exponential increase for the online 

channel of retailers. Physical retailers are 

accelerating their online strategy faster 

than before in just a matter of weeks. 

There is no doubt that online marketplaces 

and channels have gained a strong 

traction since the crisis,” he said.

Experts also noted that there is still 

an ocean of opportunities waiting for 

business leaders in the UAE, if they could 

capture the online world and merge that 

with their physical domains. “Right now, 

the penetration is only at 4 per cent. This, 

however, reflects that the segment [of 

e-commerce] is poised to grow rapidly 

in the country, and signifies the potential 

opportunities still out there for us,” said 

Anshul Gupta, Partner and Head of 

Corporate Finance, KPMG Lower Gulf.

EARLY ADAPTERS GAINED

The pandemic demanded certain things 

from all sectors — business continuity, 

safety, inventory and cash reserve 

management, and aligning with the shift in 

customer behaviour. Those that were able 

to adapt early have gained; those who 

could not have lagged behind.

Bajpai said that many retail companies, 

at the onset of the pandemic, quickly 

managed their cash flows, refinanced their 

facilities, as well as created agile business 

models through numerous partnerships. 

“It is also beyond critical to ensure the 

health of employees and customers,” said 

Bajpai, a reason why safeguarding the 

well-being of employees and consumers 

became a focal point for retail companies. 

The segment of 
e-commerce is 

poised to grow rapidly 
in the country, and 
signifies the potential 

opportunities 
still out 
there for us

ANSHUL GUPTA
Partner, Head of Corporate Finance

KPMG Lower Gulf
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COMMERCE

Initial solutions include contactless in-store 

experience and deliveries, as well as 

intensified sanitation measures.

For managing significant amounts of 

inventory, the retail expert cited how 

companies reduced orders for the next 

season and extended the current season, 

promoted deeper discounts, and launched 

alternative channels to prevent future 

disruptions.

He also stressed on the commitment 

of retail companies to utilising online 

Companies have 
pushed towards 

digital channels and 
online marketplaces 
to increase focus on 
customer engagement. 
Customer experience has 

been put at 
the heart 
of future 
strategies

ANURAG BAJPAI
KPMG Lower Gulf Partner and Head of Retail 

One fundamental 
trend that is 

already influencing the 
sector is reinventing 
purpose. Companies 
should aim to ensure 
that their purpose is in 
line with the 
values and 
expectations 
of customers

VIKRANT ROHATGI
Director of Deal Advisory

Global Strategy Group, KPMG Lower Gulf 
methods in order to win customers. 

“Companies have pushed towards 

digital channels and online marketplaces 

to increase focus on customer 

engagement,” said Bajpai. “Customer 

experience has been put at the heart of 

future strategies.”

PURCHASE DECISION DRIVERS

While the retail business model is 

evolving, the rise of online platforms is 

changing the retail landscape. Hence, it is 

vital for retail companies to keep in mind 

the various trends and drivers that would 

potentially shape purchase decisions in 

the post-crisis era.

One of the biggest drivers in the new 

normal is value. In the KPMG Global 

Consumer Survey, conducted last June 

2020, 63 per cent of UAE residents noted 

that they now focused on cost-efficient 

products. 

The survey also revealed that 42 per 

cent of respondents cited convenience 

as a big factor that would shape their 

purchase decisions, with many now opting 

for easy access to goods and services. 

Vikrant Rohatgi, Director and Head of 

Global Strategy Group, KPMG Lower Gulf, 

said that spending would still continue in 

the future so long as companies prioritised 

value and convenience in their business 

model. “It is these factors—value and 

convenience—that influence consumer 

decisions. This is why the shift towards 

online shopping cannot be emphasised 

enough, while consumers also look for 

safety in terms of the channel of their 

purchase,” he said.

About 40 per cent of the respondents in 

the survey named privacy and safety as 

important features that would push them 

to purchase products, with many wanting 

data security in online marketplaces and 

strict hygiene measures in physical stores.

Purpose is also a top emerging factor 

for consumers, according to Bajpai. He 

said that since the pandemic, customers 

now want to support companies that 

stood for something bigger than profits. 

“One fundamental trend that is already 

influencing the sector is reinventing 

purpose. Companies should aim to ensure 

that their purpose is in line with the values 

and expectations of customers,” he said.

POWER OF DIGITALISATION

Wary customers and their changing 

demands make it pivotal for companies to 

reconsider the way they deliver services 

and goods. As the world tries to steady 

itself in the new normal, successful 

business continuity can only be achieved 

once customer experience gets moved 

to the forefront — and embracing 

digitalisation is a vital step in that strategy.

Fortunately, it is never too late for 

businesses to make the necessary 

adjustments to guarantee consumer 

retention. Rohatgi stressed that retailers 

only need to determine what customers 

would actually want and then to work their 

operations around those requirements.

In terms of retail stores, the survey 

revealed that people take contactless 

interactions, flexibility for deliveries 

and returns, and social distancing into 

consideration.

The survey then noted recommendations 

on how to address these demands, with 

solutions including scheduled visits, self-

checkout areas, and cashless transactions 

as well as launching drive-thru or pickup 

windows in stores.

For dine-in services, the survey showed 

that consumers want restaurants to ensure 

physical distancing between tables, 

implement proper sanitation measures, 

allow single-use menus and condiments, 

and conduct temperature checks for all 

staff and diners.

Underscoring the importance of going 

digital, Rohatgi said, “Cashless method is 

not new, but it got accelerated with the 

emerging consumer behaviour, which 

is why it is important to rethink service 

delivery. Businesses should leverage 

technology and learn how to blend 

it with their physical stores. Blending 

online and physical domains is going to 

be the new reality as we move forward 

from this crisis.”

SPENDING HABITS OF RESIDENTS
IN THE NEW NORMAL

Source: KPMG Global Consumer Survey in June 2020

63%
Percentage of residents 

who now focus on cost-

efficient products

42%
Percentage of residents 

whose purchase decisions 

depend on convenience 

40% 
Percentage of residents whose 

purchase decisions in online 

marketplaces are based on privacy, 

as well as safety and strict hygiene 

measures in physical stores
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AS THE UAE RE-OPENS ITS BORDERS AND LEISURE 

OPTIONS, 999 PLANS YOUR ITINERARY FOR RELAXING 

OUTSIDE THE FOUR WALLS OF THE HOUSE 

TOURISM SPOTLIGHT

BY NEIL BIE

H
it by the shockwave called the coronavirus 

pandemic, the global tourism industry and 

all the people who love to travel have 

been waiting with bated breath for the day when 

domestic and international trips would be allowed 

again. The UAE, one of the most preferred leisure 

destinations in the world, has good news: it has 

opened its borders to overseas visitors, with all 

the precautionary measures in place. Within the 

country, options for recreational activities such as 

parks and cinemas are re-opening. After staying 

mostly indoors, it’s time to come outdoors and 

breathe in some fresh air – but definitely with the 

mask on.

999 gets the itinerary planning done for your 

much-awaited visits to major theme parks, beaches, 

and other destinations that now warmly welcome 

domestic and overseas tourists.
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From the funny cartoons of the 80s to the high-tech 
comic book characters of the 21st century, Warner Bros. 
World Abu Dhabi takes tourists from reality to fantasy-
filled spaces, where you can have fun with superheroes 
and supervillains.

Amongst these is the Green Lantern: Galactic 
Odyssey ride that takes everyone to a 4D flying theatre 
experience together with the iconic hero to protect 
the universe, stimulating your sense of action and 
excitement.

In Gotham City, take your family on a spinning, rocking 
rollercoaster ride with The Riddler Revolution, named 
after one of iconic villains from the Batman series.

With more than six areas to explore, tourists have 
so many spots, rides, and shows to visit and create 
memories together. 

World’s fastest rollercoaster
You shouldn’t miss: Formula Rossa, Flying Aces

Get set for a fast and furious ride at the Ferrari World 
Abu Dhabi, where individuals of all ages can enjoy a blitz 
of speed of up to 240 km/h at the Formula Rossa, the 
world’s fastest rollercoaster. Add to your thrills by defying 
gravity at the world’s highest rollercoaster loop, Flying 
Aces, which has a scale of 63 metres and a 51-degree 
incline. Riders will hit speeds of up to 120kmph as the 
carriage zips through loops and heights. 

Thrill-seekers can enjoy several more rides, attractions, 
and shows that tourists will enjoy at the world’s first and 
only Ferrari-inspired theme park.

What: Ferrari World Abu Dhabi
Location and timings: Yas Island, daily from 11am to 8pm

What: Warner Bros. World Abu Dhabi
Location and timings: Yas Island, daily from 11am to 8pm

Hanging out with superheroes
You shouldn’t miss: Gotham City, Green Lantern: Galactic Odyssey

Building blocks
You shouldn’t miss: Factory Tour, Build-a-Raft River

The iconic Lego blocks have kept children, and even 
some adults, entertained for years. And now, in Dubai, you 
can experience the joys of playing Lego in all its forms at the 
Legoland and Legoland Water Park. 

Spanning over 60 rides, shows, and attractions, both 
the theme parks promise endless hours of fun. One of the 
attractions tourists shouldn’t miss is the Factory Tour at 
Legoland’s main theme park. Here, children will get to learn 
how the colourful Lego blocks are built. And the best part? 
Each child with receive their very own Lego brick, freshly made 
especially for them.

At the Legoland Water Park, nothing’s more thrilling and 
enjoyable than having to create and conceptualise your very 
own raft created out of large, soft Lego bricks. The Build-a-Raft 
River allows children of all ages to create their own rafts, on 
which they can undertake their river adventure.

TOURISM SPOTLIGHT
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films. All of these films feature their very own 
scenic spots and equally thrilling rides.

One of the many attractions and rides here 
is The Green Hornet: High Speed Chase that 
features leaps and heights with its rollercoaster 
ride. 

Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs - River Expedition is 
an enjoyable water adventure that takes all riders to a river 
expedition towards the jungles. 

What: Motiongate Dubai
Location and timings: Sheikh Zayed Road, opposite Palm 
Jebel Ali, opening September 23, 2020

Movie magic
You shouldn’t miss: The Green Hornet: High Speed Chase, 
Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs - River Expedition

Motiongate Dubai brings the magic of the movies to real 
life with blockbuster hits such as Hunger Games, The Smurfs, 
Ghostbusters, Kung Fu Panda, and many more family-friendly 

What: Legoland and Legoland Water Park
Location and timings: Sheikh Zayed Road, opposite Palm 
Jebel Ali, opening September 23, 2020

PREVENTIVE MEASURES 
ACROSS TOURIST 
DESTINATIONS

• All visitors will be screened upon entry

• All visitors are required to wear masks

• Proper social distancing will be enforced 

• Employees are expected to thoroughly sanitise and 

disinfect rides after each session  

• Online ticket bookings required 

• Modified dining and shopping experiences will be in place 

• Contactless payments will be preferred 

The UAE’s comprehensive guidelines against the spread 
of COVID-19 has kept it at bay, with a 90 per cent recovery 
rate. As such, all employees and visitors to theme parks, 
beaches, and other public spaces are expected to adhere to 
the following measures for everyone’s safety.

World’s largest watercoasters
You shouldn’t miss: Dawwama, Falcon’s Falaj

Forget the summer heat for a few hours at this water 
playground at Yas Waterworld. With more than 40 rides, slides, 
and attractions, tourists will experience unlimited thrills and 
splashes filled with smiles and laughter.

Experience the world’s largest six-person tornado 
watercoaster when you all start from the height of a 
mountaintop. From there, enjoy the longest slide right before 
you dive into the 20-metre-high tornado funnel.

Apart from that, you can also enjoy another six-seater 
watercoaster that features twists, turns, rapids and drops 
at Falcon’s Falaj. Conquer your fears and enjoy wonderful 
moments.

What: Yas Waterworld Abu Dhabi
Location and timings: Yas Island, daily from 1pm to 10pm

Ya
s 

W
a

te
rw

o
rld

Security And Safety For All

65999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL64 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL

Security And Safety For AllSecurity And Safety For All

SEPTEMBER 2020SEPTEMBER 2020



TOURISM SPOTLIGHT

Escape from the summer heat to the sub-zero 
temperatures of Ski Dubai, where visitors enjoy a white 
winter all-year round. Reach the high slope on a Chairlift 
and then ski down and explore several icy Snow Park 
Rides. 

Visitors can also enjoy a ride at Ski Dubai’s Mountain 
Thriller, Snow Bullet Ride, and if they get lucky, they’ll get 
to meet and greet Ski Dubai’s resident penguins, who 
really make the winter experience more authentic.

Snow Park Rides available through the chill winter 
breeze of Ski Dubai include tubing run, snow bumpers, 
and a snow plough playground. 

What: Ski Dubai
Location and timings: Sheikh Zayed Road near Mall of the 
Emirates, 10am to 10pm (Sun-Wed); 10am to midnight (Thu); 
9am to midnight (Fri-Sat)

Waterfront Park 
You shouldn’t miss: Abra boat ride, Sharjah Musical 
Fountain

When long-time residents think of parks in Sharjah, 
they’d definitely point tourists towards the Al Majaz 
Waterfront. With breathtaking landscapes and an exciting 
evening atmosphere, the waterfront helps visitors to 
imbibe the culture of this emirate.

Visitors should try to cruise along the Khaled Lagoon, 
while riding traditional abra boats. Whether you choose to 
view the landscapes in bright daylight or under clear night 
skies, both experiences will definitely be memorable for 
you and your loved ones.

During the day, visitors can enjoy a good walk at the 
long jogging track flanked by palm trees. At night, enjoy 
the magnificent Sharjah Musical Fountain, where visitors 
can dance to the festive music. 

What: Al Majaz Waterfront
Location and timings: Corniche Road, Sharjah. Visit 
anytime.

Beachfront fun
You shouldn’t miss: The beach

Ras Al Khaimah is calling. Retreat from your busy urban lives 
and feel your feet sink into the seawater at the beach near Bin 
Majid Hotels and Resorts. With amenities and activities across 
all hotels, there are many moments to savour and relax. 

The Longbeach Campground, for instance, allows children 
to interact with farm animals and feed them at the petting zoo. 
Adults will enjoy the waterpark obstacle course, while others 
who enjoy more tranquil mornings, can take part in the beach 
yoga session.

These resorts also have their own private sandy beach, with 
scenic views of the sea as well as Ras Al Khaimah’s gulf area. 
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What: Bin Majid Hotels and Resorts
Location and timings: Al Jazeera Al Hamra, Ras Al Khaimah. 
Book anytime. 

Snowy escapes
You shouldn’t miss: Chairlift, Snow Park Rides
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The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

SKILL OR SPECIALITY?
Dr Samar Al-Shamsi is an internationally respected artist who is 

renowned for her commissioned portraits of high-profile individuals, including 
the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, UAE President His Highness 

Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, US President Barack Obama, and others.

Many professions, especially those that require personal 
intellectual and literary skills and capabilities, do not 
require scientific specialisation

COLUMN

S
kill has academic connotations that can be summed up 

as having a distinctive performance and a personal 

competence. Speciality, on the other hand, is the 

pursuit of educational attainment with an emphasis on varied 

specialisations to be used in the labour 

market, such as banking, accounting, 

aviation, medicine, engineering, and 

different sciences, like chemical 

compounds. However, earning a 

speciality educational degree is not 

necessary for a number of professions to 

be practised. 

Many professions, especially those 

that require personal intellectual and 

literary skills and capabilities, do not 

require scientific specialisation, unlike 

medical fields and some branches of 

architecture and engineering. There are 

many examples around the world of 

professionals and handicrafts business owners who hold 

educational and scientific degrees that are at the other end of 

what they actually do. Still, they are highly skilled and 

competent and render high quality, accurate work. 

This means that it is not quite necessary for someone to 

earn a specialist degree to work in architecture, as such a 

profession relies on practice and direct field learning, instead 

of theoretical or speciality education. In contrast, medicine 

calls for theoretical studies and speciality practices at 

Many Arabs 
have professions 
that require 
specialisation, but 
they are mostly 
driven by passion

hospitals and medical factories, as it relates to human safety. 

Such a profession cannot be practised without the necessary 

training, skills, and licence by competent medical authorities. 

Literary and art professions, which are not concerned with 

human safety, do not necessarily require 

speciality majors. There are many great 

poets, painters, and others who hold not 

an educational degree but rather are 

highly sensitive, sophisticated and skillful. 

History is replete with proof of that. 

Looking back at professions seven 

decades ago, you would find celebrities 

in literary and art fields, and even in 

scientific, medical, engineering and math 

fields, who held no educational degrees 

but still excelled in research and learning, 

to the point that they became the 

founders of schools and educational 

curricula that are taught in today’s 

modern schools and universities. Skill is thus equally important. 

Many Arabs have professions that require specialisation, but 

they are mostly driven by passion. Many are passionate about 

a certain field and even though they do not pursue any special 

education therein, they become professionals through practice 

and field work. Some have even gone the extra mile to 

develop their profession and give it a creative modern twist. 

This certainly confirms how important skill is. Still, shall we 

pursue skill or speciality?

SEPTEMBER 202068 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL

Security And Safety For AllSecurity And Safety For All



TIPS & TRIVIA

WITH THE PANDEMIC CAUSING JOB LOSSES AND INCOME UNCERTAINTY FOR 

EMPLOYEES ACROSS THE WORLD, MAKING THE COMPETITION MORE INTENSE, IT’S 

IMPERATIVE TO RE-EVALUATE YOUR MARKETABILITY. 999 PROVIDES TIPS ON HOW 

TO ENHANCE YOUR SKILLS 

BY JAMILLE DOMINGO

T
he novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) and the way it 

has affected economies around the world has opened 

our eyes to the dangers of professional stagnation. 

As the crisis makes redundancies spike across the globe, 

professionals are now forced to confront the truth that the 

competition has become tremendously tougher in terms of job-

hunting, and that employers are now looking for those who can 

present more skills and qualifications. 

The proficiencies you have now may no longer be enough 

to help you excel in your career. Recruiters are now leaning 

towards those who can multi-task, who have more skills than 

one, and are able to thrive online. For example, if you’re 

excellent in writing, but you have little to no skills in digital 

content management, chances are you’ll lose the job to 

someone who can do both – even if that person is younger or 

is less experienced than you. 

The crisis has definitely cracked people’s resistance to 

change, and it’s time to embrace this skills revolution, lest you 

get buried and forgotten in the more competitive job market.  

But how do you even begin? If you have cultivated a certain 

skill for a long time, how do you start over and nurture a new 

one? It may sound complicated and overwhelming, but with the 

right approach and dedication, it is possible to master more 

skills and even enhance your existing ones. 

THE
KEY TO

UPSKILLING 
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FORGET SHYNESS    
If you want to hone or learn a new skill, the first thing you have to do is to eliminate 

all doubts and instead focus on the “whys”. You’re shy about letting everyone know 

that you want to dabble in Photoshop? Then think about why you have to learn it and 

how it can help the company further. You’re afraid to tell your artist colleagues that 

you know basic things about video editing because they may judge your work? Then 

ask yourself why you need to nurture it and how it can help ease the pressure off your 

workmates. Only when you have a strong “why” can you surmount all the shyness, 

doubts, and conflicts you have in learning or honing a new skill.

STUDY SHORT COURSES  
Nowadays, there’s basically no excuse for a person not to learn a new skill, since everything is 

accessible online — from video tutorials and webinars to short virtual courses. Many of those are 

even offered for free by professionals and top industry experts. Subscribe to these webinars, get 

online certifications, and follow YouTube channels that offer skills tutorial. They are your ticket to 

cultivating the skills you want to hone.

SET EXPECTATIONS
One way to put a dampener on your journey towards new learning is to pressure 

yourself. If you set unrealistic expectations and timelines for when you can learn a new 

ability, and it turns out they are unachievable, you’ll find yourself getting discouraged, 

and you’ll eventually end up quitting. Improper management of expectations can 

quickly turn excitement into bitterness. Enjoy the process. Take your time because 

you’ll get there.

APPLY YOUR SKILLS   
You can read a thousand books or watch hundreds of webinars about driving, and they’ll still be 

nothing if you never begin to start the car. While research and tutorials are vital, it’s also important 

to finally put that knowledge and information to practical use, lest you become stuck in analysis-

paralysis. 

You want to finally learn how to write? Then set up a blog or open a Microsoft document and start 

typing. You want to know more about vlogging (video blogging)? Then create a YouTube channel 

and start shooting. Don’t get caught up with the lectures; brush up your skills with practical work. 

PRACTISE CONSISTENTLY
The skills you do not use, you will ultimately lose. So it’s vital to always find 

a way to practise and hone them — even if it’s a skill you’ve already mastered. 

One way to do this is to be involved in projects, events, and activities that require 

those skills. If you want to hone your Photoshop skills, then volunteer to join 

projects that involve a lot of artwork creations. If you want to improve your digital 

marketing skills, join one of your company’s social media campaigns. Consistency 

is key, no matter how long it takes. Creating a routine of practice will definitely 

help you get your desired outcome. With a lot of practice, you’ll attain excellence.

CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
The best way to track your progress is to create a list of results you want to 

achieve in a certain time frame. This will help you identify your strengths and 

weaknesses, making your skill acquisition a lot easier. Don’t be content with 

your current skill level. Always thirst for growth and improvement. This also goes 

for when you’re already an expert in the field. Just because you have gained a 

reputation doesn’t mean you stop improving. Take every opportunity to be better, 

and always assume you still don’t know anything.

GET EVALUATED    
The only way to know if your skills are improving is to get someone to check 

your work and provide honest criticism. Proper evaluation of your current skill 

status is crucial to honing your prowess. If they provide negative feedback, don’t 

be discouraged because it can help you determine what needs to be done. Use 

the comments as motivation for progress.

TIPS & TRIVIA

In the data released by multinational professional services network 

PricewaterhouseCoopers, it showed that 79 per cent of CEOs 

regularly worry about their workforce’s existing skills and their ability 

to meet dynamic workplace needs. This is why various HR experts in 

the UAE prioritise those whose CVs indicate skills certifications even 

those taken online.

Did you know?

GET A MENTOR   
One definite way to enhance your skills is to learn from the experts. Not just anyone, 

but someone you trust, respect, and one who is really good at coaching.  There are a 

lot of industry leaders who are immensely good at what they do, but they don’t know 

how to pass on that skill. A mentor is one who is invested in nurturing your talents and 

prowess, so make sure you get one and work with them up close and observe how 

they do things. Most importantly, listen and take notes whenever they provide advice 

regarding how they achieved mastery in their craft.
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CRIME MYSTERIESCRIME MYSTERIES

CRIMES
OF

PASSION
BY NEIL BIE

BROKEN HEARTS AND UPSET EGOS OFTEN LEAD TO RAGE. 
SOME WHO FEEL BETRAYED END UP KILLING ANOTHER
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CRIME MYSTERIESCRIME MYSTERIES

IGNORED THREAT
WHERE: ORLEANS, FRANCE
WHEN: 1951

DRIVEN BY ANGST
WHERE: TEXAS, US
WHEN: 2002

Clara Harris co-owned several orthodontist offices 

together with her husband David Lynn Harris. The couple 

had got married on February 14, 1993, following the 

success of their business. They were able to buy a nice 

home in Texas along with several luxury cars, such as 

Clara’s Mercedes-Benz, and were raising three children: 

twin sons born in 1996 and David’s daughter Lindsey from 

a previous marriage.

The Harris’ home sweet home got torn apart when David 

began having an affair with one of his former receptionists, 

Gail Bridges. Clara had her suspicions confirmed when she 

hired a private detective agency to follow her husband’s 

steps. The agency informed her that her husband was with 

his mistress at a hotel.

On July 24, 2002, Clara drove down to the hotel to 

confront her husband and attacked Gail. She was escorted 

back to her Mercedes-Benz but was still in a fit of rage 

over what happened. When she saw David and his 

Leonard Rojas had suspected that his 

common-law wife, Jo Ann Reed, was having an 

affair with his very own brother, David. Rojas 

caught his wife coming out of his brother’s 

bedroom on the morning of December 27, 1994. 

He immediately confronted his wife and 

accused her of sleeping with him, but Reed 

denied the accusation. 

After arguing for some time in their room at their Fort 

Worth home, Rojas suddenly shot Reed between the eyes 

with his .32 calibre handgun, and then proceeded to shoot 

his brother, David, three times in the chest. When Rojas 

saw that his wife was still breathing, he tied a plastic bag 

over her head and placed pillows and blankets over her 

SUSPECTED AFFAIR
WHERE: TEXAS, US
WHEN: 1994

SALESMAN’S RAGE
WHERE: LAWTON, OKLAHOMA
WHEN: 1994

When he visited Lawton, Oklahoma, on December 20, 

1994, he chanced upon an office occupied by 62-year-old 

Jayne Van Wey. 

Van Wey did not want to purchase any perfumes, but 

Willingham continued to attempt to sell her the perfumes, 

following the standard sales procedure of three “no” 

answers from potential customers. What he did not expect 

was the disrespectful rebuff from Van Wey after her 

repeated decline.

Willingham then left, to sell his perfumes at other offices 

within the same building, but with his emotions still raw 

about what Van Wey had told him, he followed her to the 

restroom. He then pulled her from the bathroom stall and 

struck the woman multiple times. In their struggle, 

Willingham slammed Van Wey’s head into the wall and 

kicked her face. The victim choked to death on the blood 

from her injuries when she lost consciousness.

Prior to Willingham’s execution on July 24, 2003, his last 

statement for the Van Wey family was his hopes that his 

death could bring closure to his regrettable acts that led to 

her death. 

Yvonne Rousseau-Chevallier lived a content life with her 

husband Pierre Chevallier in Orleans, France – they had married 

in 1940 and then had their first son, Mathieu. 

At that time, Pierre became part of the French Resistance 

forces and rose to become one of its leading figures. After the 

war, he was elected as Mayor of Orleans and had a second child 

with Yvonne, named Thugal. 

But during this time, Pierre also had an affair with another 

woman; his wife came to know about it and was furious. On 

August 12, 1951, Yvonne retrieved a gun from their closet out of 

desperation, and threatened to kill herself if Pierre would leave 

her. Pierre ignored this threat, asking her to go ahead.

In her rage, Yvonne snapped and shot Pierre four times in the 

chest, forearm, thigh, and chin. When their eldest child Mathieu 

came to the room and saw his father on the floor, with blood all 

around him, Yvonne calmly led her son downstairs to the maid. 

She then headed back to the room to fire another shot at Pierre 

on his back. 

She went on trial on November 5, 1952, a period when the 

French Penal Code used to absolve from punishment a person 

who committed homicide due to adultery. The jury handed 

down the “not guilty” verdict for Yvonne. After some time, 

Yvonne began working as a volunteer nurse for the poor when 

she moved to French New Guinea. She continued this work until 

her death in the 1970s.
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mistress coming out 

of the hotel, Clara 

ran over her 

husband at the 

parking lot at least 

three times, 

according to the 

medical examiner.

She was found guilty of murder, was fined $10,000 

(approx Dhs36,000), and was sentenced to 20 years in 

prison on February 14, 2003 – the date, ironically, was 

supposed to have been the couple’s 10th marriage 

anniversary. 

Fifteen years later, Clara’s application for a parole was 

granted after several years of denied attempts when her 

parole attorney, Kevin Stouwie, pointed out that Clara’s twin 

sons never failed to visit their mother whom they loved so 

much, despite knowing that she had killed their father.
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entire body. 

He confessed to security guards at the Dallas bus station 

the same day. He also confessed to the murder when 

speaking to Dallas County sheriff’s deputies. The jury 

convicted Rojas of capital murder in May 1996 and 

sentenced him to death. 
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Not all crimes of passion stem from a lovers’ quarrel; 

others are the result of a very strong feeling of 

exasperation towards another person. A travelling 

salesman named Jackie Lee Willingham made a living 

selling perfumes door-to-door in several states of the US. 
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POSING AS SHOPPERS, A GROUP OF WOMEN ROBBED 
STORES, AND THE SON OF THE FAMILY FENCED THE 

GOODS, ALL IN PURSUIT OF A LIFE OF LUXURY

BY WAGIH HASSAN

CRIME & PUNISHMENT 

The police officers felt 
like they had entered 
‘Ali Baba’s cave’, as 
the house was full 

of stolen goods that 
were hidden behind 
curtains and closets

The patrol officers rang the bell of 

the house several times; when no one 

answered the door, they returned with a 

warrant from Public Prosecution and broke 

down the main door of the house.

Saeed, who had been hiding inside 

the house, unable to escape because the 

patrol was in position, now tried to flee by 

running to the building roof and jumping 

off. But the police officers were faster than 

him, and he got caught.

The officers felt like they had entered 

‘Ali Baba’s cave’, as the house was full 

of stolen goods that were hidden behind 

curtains and closets.  

During further investigations, the police 

learned that Samia, the mother, was 

the one who planned and executed the 

stealing, with the assistance of Alia, her 

daughter, and Rima, her son’s wife. The 

three of them would pick out the shops to 

be robbed and steal the goods, especially 

if they were displayed outside the shops. 

The stolen goods were quickly stashed in 

Saeed’s car, who always parked nearby, 

and then the gang would drive away to 

the house on the outskirts.

Under interrogation, the gang confessed 

that they stole and traded in stolen goods 

in order to afford expensive cars, gold 

ornaments, luxury holidays, fine dining and 

more.

Abdullah, the poor father, didn’t know 

about any of this. After coming back from 

his most recent work trip, he was detained 

by the police, because Samia blamed him 

as the “mastermind” of all their crimes. He 

vehemently denied all of it and defended 

himself with the fact that he travelled a 

lot, which was eventually proved by his 

passport. 

Also, he was saved by the testimony of 

Alia, Saeed, and Rima, who gave statements 

that the father was innocent and didn’t 

know about any of the thefts. Set free by the 

police, Abdullah divorced Samia.

Later, the court sentenced Samia, Alia, 

Saeed and Rima to imprisonment and 

deportation after jail term for their crimes 

against the merchants, against society, and 

against Abdullah.

father Abdullah, who was often out of town 

on work, being in the cargo transportation 

business. Abdullah drove a large truck, 

carrying goods, and the family of thieves 

took advantage of his absence. They 

couldn’t have carried on stealing in his 

presence, because Abdullah wouldn’t have 

approved of such an act that goes against 

both religion and law.

A 
small group of women 

browsing through the 

merchandise at a shop, then 

moving from one shop to 

another, looking for the right bargain – this 

is one of the most common sights in any 

city or town or village with a marketplace.

With the confidence of regular shoppers, 

the three women moved quietly through a 

commercial street in one of the emirates. 

The trio consisted of the mother Samia, 

her daughter Alia, and daughter-in-law 

Rima, wife of Samia’s son Saeed. They 

walked down the street, and stood at 

storefronts, looking at the goods displayed 

at the shop windows. They seemed 

particularly interested in wholesale stores. 

Occasionally, they’d go in, and look at the 

stock inside the shop.

This seemed perfectly normal, even 

though sometimes they’d go into store after 

store and exit each one very quickly.

What was really happening was that 

these women were first scoping out the 

shops – checking out the goods and the 

level of security – before committing theft 

with astonishing speed. They were so fast, 

and so good at concealing their loot, that 

no one even noticed anything was gone 

until it was time to close the store, with the 

day’s sales totalled.

When their merchandise disappeared, 

the shop owners were left confused. Some 

of them even suspected their own store 

employees; but none managed to recover 

anything.

Meanwhile, the loot was being piled up 

at the ‘cave’ of stolen treasures. This ‘cave’, 

which was a house on the outskirts of the 

emirate, resembled a modern-day version 

of the one in the story of Ali Baba and the 

40 Thieves. 

The house was owned by Samia and 

her family, and it was their storehouse 

for all kinds of stolen goods: high-quality 

woolen blankets, clothes, cosmetics, shoes, 

dry fruits, imitation jewellery, utensils, 

expensive wood, etc.

It was son Saeed who ran this family 

‘enterprise’ in crime, and his intention was 

to sell the loot before the return of his 

To sell off the stolen goods before his 

father’s return, Saeed contacted a city-

based merchant named Saleem, to strike 

a deal and sell everything at a wholesale 

price or even less. Saleem wanted to see 

the goods first, then ask about their source 

to be on the safe side.

When he saw the quality of goods on 

offer and what kind of ‘discount’ Saeed was 

prepared to give him, Saleem knew from 

his long experience of trade that the items 

must be stolen.

At that time, Saleem said nothing of 

his suspicion. He merely expressed his 

satisfaction with the goods and settled 

on a price with Saeed. But afterwards, 

once Saeed had left, Saleem reported his 

suspicion to the nearest police station.

The police acted with caution. The 

investigating officer sensed that this 

was much more than a matter of some 

goods being sold at a questionable price 

difference. He directed the police patrols 

to head towards Saeed’s house after 

taking down the full address from Saleem. 

A ‘CAVE’A ‘CAVE’
OF STOLEN OF STOLEN 
TREASURETREASURE
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BY DR FALEH HANDHAL 

AS EUROPEAN POWERS FOUGHT FOR THE LION’S SHARE OF 
THE LUCRATIVE TRADE AND COMMERCE PASSING THROUGH 

THE GULF, RULERS OF THE REGION, INCLUDING THOSE IN OMAN 
AND THE UAE, FORGED STRATEGIC ALLIANCES TO BALANCE 

THEIR INTERESTS

TRADE
RIVALRY
IN THE 
GULF

HISTORYHISTORY

I
n our continuing quest to see this 

region through the eyes of John 

Gordon Lorimer, a British political 

resident in the town of Bushehr, Persia, 

and the author of the 1908 book Gulf 

Guide, reprinted in 1970, we come to the 

part that focuses on Oman and the UAE. 

The history of Oman started with an 

account of ‘Bani Nabhan’, who ruled 

Oman from 1566 to 1624, and Lorimer 

gave a brief account of this regime. Then, 

the book moved to 1624, the year of 

the establishment of the Arab state that 

fought the Portuguese and drove them 

out of the Arabian Gulf around 1650.

Lorimer started by talking about 

Imam Nasser bin Murshed, founder of 

the Arab state, and his efforts to unite 

the territories that were scattered. 

He fought the Portuguese, who were 

present in Muscat, Sahar, Khorfakkan, 

Ras Al Khaimah, and many other places. 

However, he did not achieve victory. 

Imam Nasser died and was succeeded 

by Imam Saif bin Sultan Al Ya’arobi, who 

resumed the war against the Portuguese 

forces. In 1650, on New Year’s Eve, Al 

Ya’arobi sprang a nasty surprise on the 

Portuguese, whose main forces were 

celebrating the year end in Muscat. The 

Arab leader attacked the European forces 

and ended their existence in Oman in 

particular and in the Arabian Gulf in general. 

About the Omani fleet, which grew into 

a formidable naval power over the years, 

the book said: “It has five large ships that 

can carry 1,500 men. Back in 1715, the 

fleet consisted of a ship with 74 cannons, 

one with 50, two with 60 cannons, and 18 

other ships smaller in size with around 12 

to 32 cannons. Also, there were a number 

of boats with four or eight cannons, 

and this is how this fleet used to spread 

terror from the Arab-Indian waters to the 

entrance of the Red Sea.”

The book discussed many battles that 

the Arab state fought with the Portuguese 

and their allies. However, Oman was 

exposed to separatism that resulted in its 

fall in 1744 and the establishment of the 

state of Abu Saeed, which still exists today.

The founder of the Abu Saeed dynasty 

was Imam Ahmed bin Saeed Al Busaeedi, 

whose rule was followed by other imams 

and sultans. The author then talked about 

Sultan Taymour bin Faisal, grandfather 

of the late Sultan Qaboos bin Saeed bin 

Taymour.

This is a long period of history, as every 

ruler has red-letter days, battles and 

international relations, social relations, 

unions, separations, and other matters of 

life. We will try to show the social aspect 

in the life of every ruler, i.e. his diplomatic, 

commercial and economic relations, 

some conditions of society and people’s 

issues, thus avoiding thorny issues, 

intractable disagreements, and other 

disputes.

Speaking of the era of Imam Ahmed 

bin Saeed, Lorimer said: “Imam Ahmed 

bin Saeed was respected and had a 

good reputation. The police forces 

Oman was exposed 

to separatism that 

resulted in its fall 

in 1744 and the 

establishment of the 

state of Abu Saeed, 

which still exists 

today

Muscat

Sunaysilah fort in town of Sur, Oman
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were cautious and ensured the safety 

of people and their properties. The 

Imam surrounded himself with not only 

politicians but also men of literature and 

law, as he loved poets and protected 

them. Trade flourished in his time, and in 

1765, Muscat’s revenues were estimated 

at about 1 million rupees. The import tax 

at that time was determined according 

to the nationality of the trader, and it was 

fixed at 5% for European traders, 5.6% for 

Muslims, and 9% for Indians.

“In addition, the Imam used to receive 

6% of the revenues of dates and used 

to trade, at his own expense, in ivory 

that was carried from Zanzibar and Kilwa 

Kiswani island. He also had his trade 

in Al Basrah, using 50 ships, and the 

merchants of Sour used to carry coffee 

from Yemen to Iraq. As for Muscat’s 

exports, they included gum, ostrich 

feathers, leather, honey, beeswax, 

sheep, while imports were Indian spices, 

condiments, rice, tobacco, coffee, sugar, 

English fabrics and machinery.

“The naval force in 1765 consisted of 

four large ships and eight small ones. 

The biggest was meant for trade with 

East Africa during times of peace, while 

the small ones protected Oman’s shores 

from piracy, and thus peace prevailed. 

The Imam had a special guard of Africans 

and an army of Arabs, and when Nippur 

visited the country, he saw the soldiers 

armed with rifles and swords and axes, 

and saw that the salary of each soldier 

was four rupees per month. Nevertheless, 

when the Imam was succeeded by 

his son Sultan, the country witnessed 

several political issues. Yet, he played 

an important role in promoting the 

commercial relationship with Britain and 

France, at a time when the two countries 

were in conflict with each other.

“For the interest of the country, [the 

Arab ruler] knew how to manoeuvre on 

both sides. Initially, he allowed a number 

of French merchants to trade their goods 

in the Muscat markets. When the British 

Indian government got concerned about 

its commercial and political interests in 

the Gulf, it dispatched Mirza Mahdi Khan, 

the employee residing in Bushehr, who 

negotiated with Imam Sultan bin Ahmed 

bin Saeed and ended up signing the 

‘Qulnamah’. In this agreement, the Imam 

pledged not to offer any commercial 

concessions to the French and the Dutch 

and to prevent the French in Muscat from 

competing with the English merchants, 

as well as to allow the British – if they 

wished – to open a commercial centre in 

Bandar Abbas, which was then under his 

authority, amongst many other conditions.

“During those years, Napoleon 

Bonaparte had occupied Egypt, and when 

he came to know of the treaty, he sent a 

delegate to negotiate with Imam Sultan. 

Later, he met the Imam, carrying a letter 

about the occupation of Egypt, thanking 

him for his friendly stance with the French 

and promising to protect his ships that 

came to the Suez. As soon as the British 

Indian government learned of this, it 

rushed and sent Captain Malcolm to meet 

the Imam and find out the course of things.

“On January 17, 1800, Captain 

Malcolm met the Imam and after many 

conversations, they concluded a new 

agreement confirming the old one and 

adding to it ‘allowing the British to open 

a commercial centre in Muscat’. The 

reign of the Imam witnessed tough times 

and decisions, but he eventually passed 

the tests. In 1803, Bonaparte appointed 

General de Kane as governor on the island 

of Mauritius in the Indian Ocean. After a 

short period, de Kane sent an employee 

named de Cavignac, carrying a decree 

from Napoleon appointing the former 

a consul general in Muscat. The Imam 

refused to meet him but maintained a good 

relationship with the island of Mauritius.

“As for the economic system the Imam 

used to follow, it depended on taxes. 

In 1802, the tax revenues at the port 

of Muscat were estimated at 3 million 

Muscat harbor
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rupees, and 40 thousand rupees were 

the revenues from the port of Suwaiq. 

The export taxes were levied at 5% of 

the cost and increased if the goods 

were re-exported, so the salt trade was 

generating a profit of 1 million rupees 

that went to the government. In addition, 

foreign trade was good and protected 

by a strong government, whether the 

merchants were citizens or foreigners.

“In the last decade of the 18th century, 

trade with Persia reached 8.5%. India 

used to export to Oman spices, pearls, 

sulfur, stone salt, copper and arsenic, and 

Indian clothing manufactures. Therefore, 

this Imam called himself the protector 

of trade in the Gulf, and he wanted to 

make Muscat the only distribution centre 

for goods, which prompted him to try to 

occupy Bahrain, but he failed at a time 

when his relations were strong with the 

Ottoman government in Basrah.

“When the Imam died, his son Sultan 

Saeed bin Sultan bin Ahmed bin Saeed 

took power. This Sultan was destined 

to rule Oman for nearly half a century, 

and to become its greatest king. When 

he came to power, he was young, and 

Oman was facing severe internal and 

external dangers, as he competed for the 

rule with his uncles and their children. 

Later, he managed to settle all his affairs, 

using all means possible. During his 

time, the Omani empire extended from 

Bandar Abbas on the Persian coast to 

Zanzibar on the African coast, so it had 

two capitals, namely Muscat in Oman and 

Mombasa in Zanzibar.

“During that period, there were many 

conflicts, wars, and conspiracies. The 

relationship with the emirate of Al 

Qawasim worsened and war broke out 

and then [there was] reconciliation. As a 

result, in 1832, an agreement was signed 

with Sheikh Sultan bin Saqr Al Qasimi the 

First, according to which he received the 

Shumailiya coast that extends from Ras Al 

Khaimah to Kalba, which belongs today to 

the UAE.

“As for his foreign relations, they were 

open and deep, especially with Britain. In 

1836, he gifted the ship Liverpool to King 

William of Britain. It was a great warship, 

but it was too big to operate in the port of 

Muscat, so the king gave him a beautiful 

yacht, named Prince Regent. The Sultan 

also sent a delegation to Britain to offer 

congratulations to Queen Victoria on 

her ascension to the throne. The good 

relationship between the two parties 

continued, so the Queen gifted Sultan 

Saeed bin Sultan the warship Queen 

Victoria, the ship he died on in 1856 while 

on a voyage from Muscat to Mombasa.

“As for his relationship with France, a 

number of merchant ships arrived at the port 

of Muscat, and then a trade agreement was 

concluded between the two countries with 

the aim of exporting Oman’s products to the 

French colonies, which established active 

trade between them. In 1839, negotiations 

began to conclude a permanent and regular 

trade treaty between the two countries, as 

the Sultan allowed a French consul to reside 

in Zanzibar.

“Speaking of his relationship with 

America, it was distinguished because it 

was the first Arab-American relationship. 

A trade treaty was signed with Mr 

Roberts, the US Minister, who arrived on a 

warship called Peacock in 1833. With the 

American’s recognition and appreciation, 

the Sultan gave them a special trade 

[concession] in East Africa for them to be 

by his side and supply him with weapons.”

Describing this Sultan, Lorimer said that 

he was tall and possessed prestige, and 

that he had smart looks. His entire history 

indicates that he was a man of boldness 

and great confidence, and he had several 

times shown rare courage in fighting. 

Intelligence and firmness were his most 

obvious characteristics.

During his time, trade flourished and 

foreign merchants kept coming to Muscat, 

which why the population of the city was 

constantly increasing. Also, the commercial 

development in the colonies of East Africa 

was even more prosperous. In 1834, the 

annual income from Muscat’s revenues 

was estimated at 100,000 rupees, and from 

Zanzibar it was 150,000 rupees. In addition, 

the Sultan had 20 ships operating for his 

personal trade. He died in 1856 on his ship 

and was buried in his palace called The 

House of Wonders in Mombasa.

In his book, Lorimer continued to outline 

the history of Oman, and gave another 

The House of Wonders in Mombasa
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In 1832, an agreement 
was signed with 

Sheikh Sultan bin 
Saqr Al Qasimi the 

First, according to 
which he received 

the Shumailiya coast 
that extends from Ras 
Al Khaimah to Kalba, 
which belongs today 

to the UAE

When the Imam 
died, his son took 
power. This Sultan 

was destined to rule 
Oman for nearly half 

a century, and to 
become its greatest 

king

Sultan Saeed bin Sultan bin Ahmed bin 
Saeed
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chapter to the history of Dhofar, talking 

about Sultan Taymour bin Faisal. 

We now move to the chapter on the 

UAE titled ‘History of Trucial Oman’, the 

name that the British gave to the region 

after the treaty of 1820.

Here, Lorimer began with the UAE 

by mentioning Al Qawasim, because of 

the thorny relations between them and 

the British, which led to several battles. 

The author started with the year 1700, 

when the Qasimi leader was Rashid bin 

Matar. He was in Ras Al Khaimah and 

took advantage of the fall of the Safavid 

state in Persia in 1730 at the hands 

of Nader Shah, and seized the island 

of Qasim and its capital, Pasedo. This 

affected the British trade centre in Bandar 

Abbas, which prompted the British Indian 

government to send naval forces to 

protect the centre. 

The author then talked about the 

alliances between Al Qawasim and the 

rulers of Persian provinces, and their 

participation in the region’s battles between 

rulers, as well as the expansion of the 

influence of Sheikh Rashid bin Matar, who 

participated in some of these battles. 

Around 1777, Sheikh Rashid abdicated 

his leadership in favour of his son Saqr, 

and at the time of this Sheikh, conflicts 

and clashes began with the British and 

non-British merchant ships sailing in the 

waters of the Arabian Gulf, which led 

the British to name the region ‘the coast 

of piracy’. This name and events were 

refuted by His Highness Sheikh Dr Sultan 

bin Muhammad Al Qasimi, Member of the 

Supreme Council and Ruler of Sharjah, in 

his famous book The Myth of Arab Piracy 

in the Gulf.

Lorimer continued to the year 1803, 

when the Grand Leader Sultan bin Saqr 

the First took over. The book talked about 

the first British-Qasimite treaty, signed 

by Sheikh Sultan bin Saqr on behalf of 

Al Qawasim and Captain Seaton on the 

part of the British forces, which stipulated 

the cessation of fighting between the two 

sides. However, problems returned in 

1808 when Hassan bin Rahma took over, 

which led the British Indian government to 

prepare large naval forces that came out 

of Bombay on 1809 and occupied Ras Al 

Khaimah.

The conflict did not end until the British 

government of India decided to launch 

a major military campaign to end the 

deadlock. This was done in 1820 and 

resulted in a peace treaty signed by all the 

sheikhs of the emirates, including Sheikh 

Shakhbut bin Dhiyab bin Isa. Thus, Britain 

established a foothold in the UAE and 

appointed Mulla Hussain as its agent and 

resident in Sharjah.

The author outlined the rest of the treaties 

that Britain concluded with the sheikhs. He 

described the relationship of UAE rulers 

with Oman and Saudi Arabia, as well as the 

sequence of rulers over the years. 

One of the major rulers mentioned was 

Sheikh Zayed bin Khalifa bin Shakhbut, 

known as Zayed the First, who assumed 

power in 1855 and died in 1909. This half 

century witnessed events and battles 

not only in Abu Dhabi, but in all of the 

emirates, the most famous of which is 

his attempt to break out of the isolation 

imposed by Britain. 

Sheikh Zayed bin Khalifa bin Shakhbut 

also held the Khawaneej Conference, the 

first conference that brought together 

the rulers of the emirates to solve their 

concerns. This was also a prelude to 

the possibility of their union, which was 

achieved by his grandson, the late Sheikh 

Zayed bin Sultan bin Zayed.

As for the first Sheikh Zayed bin 

Khalifa’s foreign relations, a Persian 

envoy named Sartib Haji Ahmed Khan 

arrived in Abu Dhabi in 1887 and met 

Sheikh Zayed bin Khalifa and discussed 

establishing diplomatic relations with 

Persia. In 1888, it is said that he received 

a gift from the Shah of Persia and raised 

a green flag over the castle instead of the 

one that Britain had approved, and that 

he lowered it after a threat from a British 

warship whose cannons were pointed at 

the palace. 

The famous conference was held in 

1907, two years before the death of Sheikh 

Zayed the First, in Al Khawaneej in Dubai. 

It was attended by the rulers of the seven 

emirates, who had disputes over borders 

and tribes, but all of them were resolved.

Delma Island
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Sheikh Zayed bin 

Khalifa bin Shakhbut 

held the Khawaneej 

Conference, the first 

conference that 

brought together 

the rulers of the 

emirates to solve 

their concerns. This 

was also a prelude 

to the possibility of 

their union
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IMMERSING YOU
IN NATURE

Cityland Group is the developer behind some of the world’s most recognized and unique leisure and 
entertainment destinations for the whole family in the UAE. Our unique combination of project 
development experience and unique agricultural and landscaping expertise distinguishes us in the market 
and has made us known for one-of-kind developments like Dubai Miracle Garden, Dubai Butterfly 
Garden, Al Ain Paradise and the upcoming, hotly anticipated retail development Cityland Mall known as 
the World’s first Nature-inspired Retail and Entertainment destination in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.

Nature has been a core part of our business and the main inspiration to build a world class facility that 
offers unique experiences which is fresh to the UAE and the region at large. Cityland has redefined how 
residents and visitors in the UAE interact with nature and enjoy time with their loved ones. We provide 
the best entertainment and leisure experience to people in the communities by bringing nature one-step 
closer to people with every developments we do.
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TAKE A PEEK AT THE NEWEST MUST-HAVE HIGH-TECH ELECTRONIC DEVICES

The UAE’s recent accomplishments in space have sparked the whole 
nation’s interest in astronomy and space science, even amongst children. 
While families can easily purchase their very own readymade telescopes, 
they’re missing out on the family fun it takes to make one.

Children and parents can enjoy their bonding with the Build Your Own 
(BYO) Cardboard Telescope kit, which contains all the essential parts you 
need to build a fully-functional refractor telescope. Powered with up to 
16x magnification, this BYO Telescope Kit only requires kids to slot 
together its pieces without any glue. 

Once built, this telescope can be used any time of the day to stimulate 
the minds of children of all ages to explore what lies beyond the stars or 
the horizon. In addition, all parts make use of minimal plastic and have 
sustainable cardboard, making it ideal for the environment as well. 

SPACE STARTER

WIRELESS GAMING 
Gamers know that premium audio quality makes their gaming 

experience more immersive and enjoyable, especially if they’re 
playing multiplayer games online. 

With the advent of wireless technology, it has become 
fashionable to enjoy gaming without having to fiddle with any wires 
while one plays or grabs snacks and drinks. 

HyperX’s Cloud Flight S provides as much as 30 hours of 
wireless gaming and brings the convenience of wireless charging 
as well. Its custom-tuned virtual 7.1 surround sound takes the 
user’s listening sensations to the actual fields of the virtual worlds 
they’re playing at. 

On-board button controls help bypass system menus to help 
users customise gaming and chat volumes. HyperX NGENUITY 
software is also available for users to finetune and customise their 
earcup controls. The detachable and flexible microphone features 
mic monitoring and mic mute indicator functionalities to help you 
communicate better with your teammates. 

GADGETS

Most families these days have both parents working 9-to-5 – and while 
they can entrust the care of their kids to their nannies, it always helps to have 
a security camera to monitor what’s going on at home. 

The EZVIZ security camera provides sharp colour imaging 24 hours a day 
with features such as IP67 dust and water protection, making it suitable for 
various weather conditions if you choose to place one outdoors. It can 
withstand hot, dusty days and the coolest winter nights. 

Videos come in Full HD at 1080p resolution with H.265 video compression 
and the camera itself is capable of supporting MicroSD cards up to 256GB in 
memory size. With its app, users can get a full-screen livestream of what’s 
happening at home while you’re at work as it monitors activity with 
AI-powered person detection.

Website: m.ezvizlife.com
Price: Dhs350

WEATHERPROOF SECURITY 

Website:  buildyourownkits.com
Price: Dhs100

Website:  www.hyperxgaming.com
Price: Dhs660
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Awaken every facet of your mind with books about climate movement and economy
to career tips and family

BOOKS

Grasping our society
Title: The Organisation of Ancient Economies: A Global Perspective
Author: Kenneth Hirth
Publisher: Cambridge University Press
Price: $39.99 (Dhs147) (Hardcover)

This book provides a comparative outlook of the world’s ancient and premodern society and economy, tackling 

how humans adapt to their environment not as individuals but as social groups. The author draws on archaeological, 

historic, and ethnographic information to apply an analytical framework for studying ancient societies both in the 

New and Old Worlds—demonstrating in this book that despite various differences in technologies, the ancient and 

modern societies are not entirely different from each other.

World economy 
reviewed
Title: Research in 
Economic History
Authors: Christopher Hanes 
and Susan Wolcott
Publisher: Emerald 
Publishing Limited
Price: $28.44 (Dhs105) 
(Hardcover)

The history of the world economy is once again put on the 

spotlight in the 36th volume of Research in Economic History, 

which gathers esteemed experts to tackle new data and 

investigations surrounding capital, trade, and globalisation.

This edition covers more information about the first 

globalisation, Russian human capital from the later imperial 

period to the present ,as well as the economic development of 

North America and Canada.

The 
professional 
arena
Title: 5 Steps to a 5: AP 
Microeconomics 2021 
Author: Aeric R. Dodge
Publisher: McGraw-Hill 
Education
Price: $14.69 (Dh54) 
(Paperback)

This revised and updated version of the bestselling 

prep guide, which helps professionals achieve confidence 

and reach their full potential, promises to once again aid 

readers gain the skills they need to thrive in their careers. 

This book introduces five easy-to-follow steps that allow 

career aspirants to effectively put to practical use their skills 

and knowledge. 

American Royals
Title: Majesty
Author: Katharine McGee
Publisher: Random House Books for Young Readers
Price: $15.19 (Dhs56) (Hardcover)

In a parallel setting where the US is ruled by monarchs, this novel follows an American royal family. Princess 

Beatrice has taken on a new challenge after she was recently crowned as the first queen of the country. 

Princess Samantha, on the other hand, remains busy living up to her “party princess” personality, while Nina 

tries to pull herself away from all the heartbreak the palace entails. Meanwhile, a dangerous secret threatens 

to destroy Daphne’s plans to marry Prince Jefferson, in her bid to claw her way into the royal family.
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ENVIRONMENT

Region’s 1st solar energy landfill project set to rise in UAE

UAE to build more artificial habitats for marine life

THE UAE will soon witness a state-of-the-

art solar energy facility encompassing 47 

hectares at the Al Saja’a landfill.

Bee’ah, one of the sustainability pioneers 

of the Middle East, aims to generate 

around 42 megawatts of energy every 

year once the solar-powered landfill is in 

operation. 

“This new landfill solar project is a 

remarkable landmark achievement for 

Bee’ah, as we continue to push boundaries 

of both waste management and clean 

energy as part of our overarching mission 

for sustainability,” said Salim Al Owais, 

Chairman of Bee’ah.

The site plans to capitalise on its 

ongoing zero-waste strategy, under which 

advanced recycling facilities manage to 

recover valuable resources and recyclables 

from all of the collected, cumulative waste. 

Bee’ah’s Waste Management Complex 

includes facilities such as material recovery 

facility, tyre recycling facility, construction 

and demolition recycling facility, car 

and metal shredding facility, industrial 

wastewater plant, biomass facility and 

THE UAE’s coastal areas are expected 

to provide new homes for aquatic flora 

and fauna with thousands of artificial, 

environment-friendly caves in coastal areas 

on track for completion in 2020.  

The Ministry of Climate Change and 

Environment (MoCCAE) has reached out to 

various private sector companies to support 

the country’s National Climate Change 

Adaptation Programme, noting the climate 

impact on coral reefs and aquatic habitat 

alternative raw materials facility.

During its first phase, the entire landfill 

area will be converted to around 270,565 

square metres of solar area with a 

projected output of 24 megawatts. The 

second phase will convert an additional 

200,099 square metres of solar area to 

produce 16 megawatts of solar power.

across the region.

The achievements thus far include the 

establishment of the Fujairah Coral Reef 

Gardens, the largest project of its kind in 

the country, in May 2019. It was formed and 

cultivated by MoCCAE in partnership with 

the Fujairah Municipality, the Municipality of 

Dibba Al-Fujairah, and the Fujairah Adventure 

Centre. This project alone accounts for the 

cultivation of 1.5 million corals over five years 

across an area of more than 300,000 square 

To date, Sharjah’s Waste to Energy 

Facility has an annual processing capacity 

of 300,000 tonnes of non-recyclable waste 

to generate 30 megawatts of electricity. On 

reaching the zero-waste target, Bee’ah will 

be able to repurpose the Al Saja’a landfill 

into a solar energy farm, as part of the UAE’s 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

metres to conserve marine biodiversity and 

is expected to drive tourists towards a new 

local attraction.

In Umm Al Quwain, MoCCAE has launched 

a coral cultivation project, using an innovative 

cutting technique called micro-fragmentation. 

The first stage involved planting 500 pieces 

of coral on natural rocks off the emirate’s 

coasts that ranges from 5 to 15 metres in 

depth. Around 9,200 corals stretching over 

613 square metres off the coast of Kalba are 

also being taken care of by the ministry’s 

team of experts. 

In addition, the country’s mangroves 

also play an important role in the UAE’s 

aquatic wildlife by protecting coastal areas 

from erosion caused by marine currents 

and human activity. It also reduces carbon 

emissions and helps mitigate the impact of 

other natural disasters. 

As of 2019, the ministry planted 100,000 

mangrove seeds across 1.2 million square 

metres that have produced more than 

34,000 seedlings.
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New free COVID-19 testing launched across UAE

Interior Minister unveils new service to help doctors reach hospital faster

Saud bin Saqr Al Qasimi, Supreme Council 

Member and Ruler of Ras Al Khaimah. 

About seven health centres, four hospitals, 

and Sheikh Saud Charitable School in 

Al-Mairid area have been equipped to 

conduct the free tests. While the tests 

are free for everyone, priority population 

segments are those working in commercial 

establishments, industrial and construction 

sectors, F&B shops, and delivery services.

without any delay. 

The service will be available to select 

doctors who are frequently called in cases 

of emergency, with the details of eligibility 

and applications already disseminated to 

hospitals.

The initiative was named after Said bin 

Wraiqa Al Ameri, former aide to the late 

Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the 

UAE’s founding father. 

“Bin Wraiqa excelled in folk medicine 

and became a famous traditional doctor 

treating his fellow countrymen and saving 

their lives. As such, this service is named 

Bin Wraiqa as a tribute to our early 

heroes who contributed to protecting 

this community and its members,” said 

Brigadier Nasser Al Kaabi, Director General 

of the Customer Happiness Department at 

the Ministry of Interior (MoI).

The MoI is conducting a special course 

amongst medical doctors to introduce 

them to this service. 

HEALTH NEWS

LT General His Highness Sheikh Saif bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 

and Minister of Interior, launched the ‘Bin 

Wraiqa’ service, which would enhance the 

speed of medical doctors’ response in 

emergencies. 

Police patrol will provide an emergency 

vehicle to fetch doctors and escort 

them to get through the traffic to reach 

emergency sites or bring them to hospital 

AS part of its strategy to increase 

coronavirus disease (COVID-19) detection 

to curb its spread and safeguard public 

health, the UAE is seeing the rollout of free 

COVID-19 testing across the country.

In Abu Dhabi, the Department of Health 

has partnered with relevant authorities not 

only to expand its screening programme 

but also to conduct free COVID-19 tests in 

multiple housing complexes with high-density 

population. This campaign, which began in 

late May, aims to screen the largest possible 

number of the emirate’s residents.

Dubai has launched an initiative for 

free COVID-19 tests for the elderly and 

‘people of determination’ at their homes 

with its Mobile Laboratory Unit (MLU). The 

ambulance vehicles of MLU are fitted with 

equipment to welcome individuals, verify 

their identity, and conduct COVID-19 testing 

on the spot. In addition, the vehicles also 

have an auto-sterilisation unit, thermal 

scanners, and safe storage cabins for 

collected samples. 

Fujairah has taken the initiative to 

provide free COVID-19 tests for both 

Emiratis and residents, as directed 

by His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin 

Mohammed Al Sharqi, Supreme Council 

Member and Ruler of Fujairah. The free 

testing is undertaken in coordination 

with the Fujairah Medical District and the 

emirate’s emergency crisis and disaster 

management team.

In Ras Al Khaimah, free tests have been 

made available for all residents following 

the instruction of His Highness Sheikh 

Lt General HH Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, 
launches the Bin Wraiqa Service during a virtual meeting
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WHAT THE MONTH
HAS IN STORE

HOROSCOPE

Aries (March 21 – April 19)

“We never know what is enough until we know what’s more than 

enough,” said Aries singer Billie Holiday. The coming weeks could be 

a time when you will indeed be vivid proof of its validity. It’ll not be 

harmful to go a bit too far and get a little too much of the good things. But please don’t go 

way too far and get way too much of the good things.

 

Taurus (April 20 – May 21)

Taurus author Honoré de Balzac (1799–1850) took many years to write The 

Human Comedy, an amalgam of 91 intertwined novels, stories, and essays. 

Taurus, the next 15 months will be an excellent time for you to imagine and 

carry out a Balzac-like project of your own. Do you have an inkling of what that might be? Now’s 

a good time to start ruminating.

Gemini (May 22 – June 20)

Not until the 19th century did humans begin to take organised actions to 

protect animals from cruelty. Even those were sparse. The latter part of the 

20th century brought more concerted efforts to promote animal welfare. This 

an especially key issue for you right now. For your own sake as well as for the animals’, upgrade your 

practical love and compassion for animals. You’ll find it inspires you to treat your own body with 

more reverence.

Cancer (June 21 – July 22)

Cancerian literary critic Harold Bloom once told The New York Times that 

his speed-reading skills were so advanced that he could finish a 500-page 

book in an hour. May this inspire you to absorb and integrate far more new 

information and fresh experiences than usual—and at a rapid pace.

Leo (July 23 – August 22)

“Magic lies in challenging what seems impossible,” says Leo politician Carol 

Moseley Braun. To add, when you devise a detailed plan for achieving success 

by challenging the impossible, you can actually carry out that plan. You’re in an 

unusually favorable position to do just that in the coming weeks. Be bold in rising to the challenge; 

be practical and strategic in winning the challenge.

Virgo (August 23 – September 22)

“Joy is a mystery because it can happen anywhere, anytime, even under the 

most unpromising circumstances,” writes author Frederick Buechner. What he 

doesn’t say is that you must be receptive and open to the possibility of joy 

arriving anywhere and anytime. If you’re convinced that joy is out of reach, it won’t break through 

the barriers you’ve put up; it won’t be able to land in your midst. 

Libra (September 23 – October 22)

“I transformed stillnesses and darknesses into words,” wrote Libran poet 

Arthur Rimbaud. “What was unspeakable, I named. I made the whirling world 

pause.” In the coming weeks, you will translate silences and mysteries into 

clear language. Gently, without force, you will help heal the inarticulate agitation around you with 

the power of your smooth, resonant tenderness.

Scorpio (October 23 – November 21)

“Your desires, whether or not you achieve them, will determine who you 

become,” wrote author Octavia E. Butler. Now is a fertile time for you to 

meditate on that truth. Take an inventory of all your major desires, from the 

noblest to the most trivial. Be honest. After you’re through tallying up the wonders you want most, 

the next step is to decide if they are essential to you becoming the person you truly want to be.

Sagittarius (November 22 – December 21)

If you can manage it, take a break from business-as-usual. Give yourself the 

gift of amusement and play—a luxurious sabbatical that will help you feel free 

of every burden, excused from every duty, and exempt from every fixation. The 

spirit you must embody is captured well in this passage from author Okakura Kakuzo: “Let us have a 

sip of tea. The afternoon glow is brightening the bamboos.”

Capricorn (December 22 – January 19)

Poet Adrienne Rich wrote, “When a woman tells the truth she is creating 

the possibility for more truth around her.” This same assertion is true about 

people of all genders. Right now, you are in a particularly pivotal position to 

be a candid revealer: to enhance and refine everyone’s truth-telling by being a paragon of honesty 

yourself. To achieve the best results, think creatively about what exactly it means for you to tell the 

deep and entire truth.

Aquarius (January 20 – February 18)

Some astrologers have come to harbor the apparently paradoxical view that 

your sign is ruled by both Saturn and Uranus. Saturn is the planet of discipline, 

responsibility, diligence, and order. Uranus is the planet of awakening, surprise, 

barrier-breaking, and liberation. How can you Aquarians incorporate the energies of both? During 

the rest of the year 2020, you will have more potential to successfully coordinate your inner Saturn 

and your inner Uranus than you have had in years. 

Pisces (February 19 – March 20)

Here’s some knowledge from author John le Carré: “In every operation 

there is an above the line and a below the line. Above the line is what you 

do by the book. Below the line is how you do the job.” You have, at least 

for now, done all you can in your work above the line. That’s great! But now, it’s time for a shift 

in emphasis. In the coming weeks, specialise in finessing the details and massaging the nuances 

below the line.
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+971 4 810 1111

At the Core is Steel
Supplied with the pride of 50 years by DBMSC

UAE OMAN QATARBAHRAIN INDIA

TUBULARS
 � Seamless Pipes
 � ERW Pipes
 � Hollow Sections (Circular, Rectangular & Square)

VALUE ADDED STEEL PRODUCTS
 � Profiled Roofing Sheets
 � Sandwich Panels
 � Z&C Purlins
 � Perforated Sheets
 � Decking Sheets

LONGS
 � Wide Flange Beams & Columns

 (UB, UC, HEA, HEB, IPE, W, JIS)
 � Channels (Taper & Parallel)
 � Angles (Equal, Unequal & Inverted)
 � Flat, Square & Round Bars
 � Bulb Flats
 � Sheet Piles
 � Reinforcement Bars and Wire Rods
 � G.I. & Self Colour Gratings
 � Mild Steel and Stainless

FLATS
 � Mild & High Tensile Plates
 � High Strength & Low Alloy Steel (HSLA)
 � Structural Offshore Qualities
 � Shipbuilding Grades
 � Abrasion Resistant/Armor Ballistic Plates
 � Galvanized, Alu Zinc and Stainless Sheets & Coils
 � Pre-Painted G.I. / A.Z. / AL. Coils
 � Cold Rolled Coils & Sheets
 � Aluminium & Stainless Steel

CO
RE
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S
KEY SECTORS
CONSTRUCTION & ONSHORE

 � Petrochemical Complexes
 � Steel, Power & Aluminium Plants
 � Oil Refineries
 � Airport Terminals & Hangars
 � Kitchen Equipment  

      Manufacturing Industries
 � Railway/Metro Stations
 � Bridges & Tunnels
 � High Rise Towers

OFFSHORE

 � Fixed Platforms
 � Jack Up Rigs
 � Tension Leg Platforms
 � Semi-Submersibles

MARINE

 � Shipbuilding & Repairs
 � FPSO Conversion

OIL & GAS

 � Exploration & Production of Oil & Gas
 (Oil Wells, Gas Wells & Pipelines)
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MediumEasy

SOLUTIONS
FOR THE AUGUST ISSUE

www.alberichcrosswords.com

www.dailysudoku.com

easy medium

PUZZLES
ACROSS
1  Robbed philosopher (4)
3  River crossing(4)
6  Locked copper (5)
10  Radiation test (7)
11  Criminal trial (7)
12  Einstein’s complexities (9)
13  Jelly in kitchen (5)
14  Water spirits (6)
16  Outgoing duke’s daughter (8)
18  Colored bike (8)
19   Woolen cloth (6)
22  Serpent witch (5)
23  Swift horse (9)
25  Checks and decisions (7)
26  Unfriendly landlord (7)
27  Garments about to leave city (5)
28  Ship from past (4)
29  Smack is a fishing boat (4)

DOWN
1  Czech composer at university (7)
2  Dismissed worker (5)
4  Football side report (6)
5  English vessel in port (8)
6  Opposing authority (14)
7  Obesity woes (9)
8  Tree maintenance (7)
9  Learning about ironing (7,7)
15  Millions read tales (9)
17  Miraculous pool (8)
18  Artisanal creations (7)
20  Forging alliances (7)
21  Edible clam from Ohio (6)
24  Poet’s journey (5)

PUZZLES
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WAVEMAKER 
PARTNERS WITH 
CLIENTS TO DRIVE 
GROWTH.

DIGITAL STRATEGY 
& PLANNING

1.
PERFORMANCE
CAMPAIGNS

3.
SEARCH ENGINE 
OPTIMIZATION

2.

CONTENT 
STRATEGY 
& PLANNING

5.4.
COMMUNITY 
MANAGEMENT 
& INFLUENCER 
MARKETING

SEARCH 
CAMPAIGNS

6.

7. 

OFFLINE MEDIA 
PLANNING
& BUYING

CREATIVE 
SERVICES

8.

TO ENGAGE WITH ANY OF THE SERVICES ABOVE, REACH OUT TO US
DUBAI@WAVEMAKERGLOBAL.COM   |  +971 4 4507300 

WE ARE A FULL SERVICE MEDIA AGENCY 
WITH SERVICES ACROSS MEDIA, 
CONTENT & TECHNOLOGY
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