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EDITOR’S NOTE

Here’s a fact that needs no reiteration, but we’ll say it once again: the UAE is 

home to some 200 nationalities. And as you see from our cover story in this issue, the 

government doesn’t just look after people from several countries from around the 

world, but it also rushes to the aid of those countries under emergency. Indeed, in 

terms of the Official Development Assistance it provides as a proportion of its Gross 

National Income, the UAE is at the top of the international donor list. Two of the most 

recent recipients of UAE aid are bushfire-ravaged Australia and Taal volcano 

eruption-stricken Philippines.

The most interesting thing about UAE aid is how the government makes sure that 

the assistance goes to the right people, the right place. Using the same focus and 

strategy that enable it to achieve administrative excellence in daily matters, the 

country distributes aid overseas in a result-oriented, targeted manner, making a real 

difference on the ground.

Another major feature in this issue shows how the UAE is making great strides in 

sustainable food production, achieving the seemingly impossible goal of increasing 

production and decreasing carbon footprint simultaneously. Our article talks about 

the cutting-edge developments in this area.

This is the season of optimism, you might say. The mid-winter fog is behind us, the 

days have a dollop of warmth, and the nights still have a touch of cool. This is when 

we can all embrace a habit that would raise our own fitness levels, help the 

environment, and contribute to the UAE’s goal of enhancing the well-being of all its 

citizens and expats. You may have guessed: we refer to cycling. In this issue, you get 

the lowdown on the benefits of cycling, the right kit and the right bike, and the 

UAE-based groups that turn pedal-pushing into a highly relaxing social activity.

As we urge more people to take up cycling for a healthier, happier society, we 

also urge motorists to respect rules and make UAE roads safer for cyclists and 

pedestrians – and, of course, for themselves. A combination of technology, penalties, 

and awareness drives has brought down the number of road fatalities, but lives are 

still being lost simply because someone, somewhere can’t be bothered with rules. 

Keep in mind that when you violate traffic laws, the victim isn’t always another person; 

the victim could be you.

In other features, we shed light on forged credentials and online job scams. Some 

candidates who want a shortcut to professional success in the UAE present fake 

degrees and testimonials, occasionally aided by unscrupulous placement agencies. 

The other side of the coin is that candidates who are truly qualified and deserving 

may fall prey to fake job offers coming via electronic channels. 999 gives valuable 

information to employers and candidates on how to stay safe – only when we’re safe 

can we lift our lives towards success. 

Enjoy this issue, and please do return to us next month. See you again.
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HIS Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime 
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, 
awarded the prestigious Arab Hope Maker 
2020 to an Emirati.

At a glittering grand finale ceremony at 
the Coca-Cola Arena, His Highness feted 
the 60-year-old Ahmed Al Falasi, an Emirati 
businessman, the prize’s trophy as well as 
Dhs1 million for his tireless efforts in 
refurbishing kidney dialysis centres that now 
serve as a lifeline for more than 8,000 

NEWSNEWS

President pushes sustainability programmes for UAE’s natural resources

Sheikh Khalifa tours Abu Dhabi’s protected forest

solar energy resources, as one of the key 
missions of the country in promoting 
environmental protection.

On the occasion of the 23rd National 
Environment Day, His Highness said that 
the production capacity of solar energy 
projects in the country has now reached 
1,800 megawatts and is poised to 
exceed 8,400 megawatts by 2030.

For years, His Highness underscored, 
the UAE has never stopped in its efforts to 
preserve and protect the environment, “but 
the process of economic and social 
growth along with the increase in 
population numbers requires more work 
that unites all segments of society”.

“We have developed the water sector 
to protect the country’s underground 

PRESIDENT His Highness Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, accompanied by 
His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 

water reserves and the agricultural 
sector by encouraging farmers to 
develop and adopt modern 
approaches that are relevant to and 
match the country’s climatic 
conditions,” His Highness said. “We 
have established a number of natural 
reserves and programmes to protect 
endangered species inside and outside 
the country and issued clear directives 
to develop all necessary measures 
conducive to preserving our fishing 
and agricultural resources.”

His Highness then called all 
government institutions as well as the 
private sector to help boost these efforts 
to achieve the UAE Vision 2021 for 
sustainable development.

Vice President proud of Emirati women’s achievements
HIS Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the 
UAE and Ruler of Dubai, inaugurated the Global 
Women’s Forum Dubai 2020, a regional and 
international forum on women’s empowerment.

His Highness underlined that the founding 
fathers considered protection of women’s rights 
and interests a strategic objective, where the 
country based the legislation and regulations 
necessary to make partnership between men and 
women a reality.

“We have full confidence in the ability of 
women to effectively contribute to the UAE’s 
efforts to lead in every sector. We continue to 
extend our support and remove all the hurdles 
that women face.

“We also seek to provide them with all that is 
required to achieve the highest level of 
excellence. Emirati women currently represent 
half of the Federal National Council. The 
successes of women in the UAE encourage us to 

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid crowns 1st Emirati Arab Hope Maker

patients in Africa. Al Falasi also established 
a newborn unit with 570 beds and 
incubators benefitting some 17,000 
newborns every month in Kenya’s 
Mombasa. His humanitarian mission began 
following the death of his mother, who 
struggled for years due to kidney failure. 

This is the first time an Emirati has 
received this prestigious prize since its 
inception.

Al Falasi and his family rely on their own 
personal funding to support their initiatives. 

share our expertise 
and success stories 
with other nations,” 
His Highness said.

Emirati women 
have assumed 
leadership roles as 
ministers, members of 
parliament, diplomats 
and judges—proof 
that they are present 
across all branches of 
government from executive, to legislative and 
judicial branches. Over 22,000 
businesswomen are also playing a vital role in 
the UAE economy.

US President Donald Trump’s daughter and 
advisor Ivanka Trump and former United 
Kingdom Prime Minister Theresa May are only 
two of the 100 global leaders and experts 
from 87 countries who joined the two-day 

UAE gives retired Emiratis reprieve for housing loans
Zayed Al Nahyan said the reprieve also 
applies to 429 retired citizens living in 
Abu Dhabi whose loans totalled 
Dhs444 million.

Last September 2019, a total of 
Dhs208 million of housing loans were 
settled, exempting more than 200 Emiratis 
from paying any pending housing loans.

The gesture aims to achieve family 
stability and ensure the best standard of 
living for citizens.

Around 650 Emiratis whose 
outstanding loans totalled Dhs652 
million can avail of this cancellation of 
housing debt privilege.

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin 

UNDER the directives of President His 
Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, His Highness Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of 
Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, 
has ordered to exempt retired Emiratis 
from repayment of housing loans.

women’s conference.
Ivanka Trump acknowledged the UAE as a 

role model on women empowerment in the 
region. In her speech, she said, “The UAE plays 
a key regional role in supporting women, and 
we hope that other countries will carry out the 
necessary legislative reforms and amend laws 
that hinder women from participating fully in 
politics, society and business.”

Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi 
and Deputy Supreme Commander of the 
UAE Armed Forces, along with other 

sheikhs visited 
Ghanada, a forest 
reserve in Abu 
Dhabi.

In this tour, His 
Highness Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan was 
briefed on the 
development work 
in the protected 
forest, which has a 
large lush green 
area of mangrove.

His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan praised the efforts made to 
preserve the environment and natural 
resources from waste and excessive 
consumption.

Keen on promoting the culture of 
environment conservation in the country, 
His Highness underscored the importance 
of teaching the youth the value of 
protecting the environment and its wildlife.

His Highness Sheikh Tahnoun bin 
Mohammed Al Nahyan, Ruler’s 
Representative in Al Ain Region, and His 
Highness Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Presidential Affairs, were also 
part of the tour.

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid emphasised, “Hope Makers are the 
real champions of giving and inspirational 
examples of leaders taking the initiative to 
make a positive difference in other people’s 
lives.”

“We followed tens of thousands of 
inspiring stories of the Arab Hope Makers 
who, with their positivity and optimism, 
emerged as beacons of hope in their 
communities,” His Highness added. “The 
Hope Makers sincerely help others without 
seeking recognition or personal gains, 
setting a great example for others on turning 
challenges into opportunities.”

His Highness underscored, “The Arab 
world has a flowing stream of potential, 
capabilities and energies as witnessed 
through the champions of giving we 
continue to celebrate.”

Each of the five finalists was awarded 
Dhs1 million. Included in the finalists were 
Saudi national Ali Al Ghamdi, Egyptian Dr 
Mujahed Mustafa, Libyan-American 
Mohamed Bzeek, and American-Palestinian 
Steve Sosebee.

Thousands of people attended the grand 
finale event and the winner was announced 
following an audience voting round.

W
AM

PRESIDENT His Highness Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan reiterated UAE’s 
expanded and intensified sustainability 
programmes, especially in terms of 

W
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Interior Minister lauds MoI’s global accreditation

Saif bin Zayed honours Dubai Police for major victory in anti-narcotics ops

Interior Minister receives Kuwait’s deputy prime minister

HIS Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior, lauded the Dubai 
Police’s Search and Investigations team 
for landing a major victory against one 
of the largest smuggling syndicates of 
amphetamine-type stimulant Captagon 
pills in the world.

 His Highness Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan met the investigating team from 
the General Department of Anti-Narcotics 
of Dubai Police, in the presence of Major 
General Abdullah Khalifa Al Marri, 
Commander-in-Chief of Dubai Police.

Support Services Sector by the Health 
and Wellbeing category of Investors in 
People (IIP) UK, the most prestigious 
global accreditation body for assessment 
of private and government projects. 

 The operation 
called “Pule2” led to 
the arrest of four 
Arabs belonging to 
a drug-smuggling 
gang controlled by 
a mastermind based 
in a Eurasian 
country.

 Around 
35,755,000 
Captagon pills, 
weighing 5.6 tonnes, 
were confiscated.

 The MOI is the first police institution 
in the world to have obtained this gold 
level of accreditation in the IPP, and the 
first at the level of government agencies 
in the entire Middle East.

Major General Salem Ali Mubarak Al 
Shamsi, Assistant Undersecretary for 
Resources and Support Services, briefed 
His Highness on the significance of 
obtaining such an accreditation, as well 
as the implemented criteria and standards 
that made this accreditation possible.

 Present at the meeting were Brigadier 
Mohammed Obeid Al Dhaheri, Director 
General of Human Resources at Ministry 
of Interior, Brigadier Adel Abdulrahman 
Al Hammadi, Director General of 
Finance and Support Services,  and 
Brigadier Nasser Khadim Al Kaabi, 
Head of the Customers Happiness 
Department, along with several officers 
and the award team.  

VP, Abu Dhabi Crown Prince witness signing of two agreements for Expo 2020

collaboration agreement are incentives 
that will be offered to entice government 
employees and their families to 
participate in the celebrations.

Their Highnesses also urged the UAE 
community and government organisations 
to take full advantage of opportunities 
provided by Expo 2020 to enrich 
themselves with knowledge of the latest 
innovations and cutting-edge 
developments that will be showcased at 
the event.

These entities have also contributed to 
helping bring the theme of the first World 
Expo in the Arab world – ‘Connecting 

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and 
Prime Minister of the UAE and the Ruler of 
Dubai, and His Highness Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown 
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, 
witnessed the signing of two agreements 
related to holding of the Expo 2020.

Expo 2020 Dubai and the Ministries of 
Interior and Defence have agreed to 
expand collaboration to support the 
six-month Expo, which will start October 
20 this year.

Amongst the initiatives under this 

Vice President, Abu Dhabi Crown Prince welcome new gas reserves discovery
Prime Minister of 
the UAE and Ruler 
of Dubai, and His 
Highness Sheikh 
Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Crown Prince of 
Abu Dhabi and 
Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the 
UAE Armed 
Forces, announced 
a major 
breakthrough of 
natural gas 
discovery in the 
UAE.

Around 80 trillion standard cubic feet of 
shallow gas resources have been 

discovered within the area between Saih 
Al Sidirah and Jebel Ali straddling the 
emirates of Abu Dhabi and Dubai.

Their Highnesses welcomed the new 
discovery as this reinforces the nation’s 
goal of achieving gas self-sufficiency that 
would bolster UAE’s economy in the next 
50 years.

Abu Dhabi National Oil Company, 
ADNOC, and Dubai Supply Authority, 
DUSUP, signed an agreement to continue 
to explore and develop the shallow gas 
resources in this area in a joint project 
named ‘Jebel Ali’.

The discovered reservoir is unique 
and is referred to as ‘shallow gas’, as it 
contains high-quality organic gas at 
relatively shallow depths from the earth’s 
surface.

Agreement signing: HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice 
President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai (2nd R), and HH 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy 
Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces (2nd L), with HH Sheikh Ahmed 
bin Saeed Al Maktoum, Director-General of DUSUP (1st L); and HE Dr Sultan 
Ahmed Al Jaber, Minister of State and ADNOC Group CEO (1st R)

HIS Highness Lt General Sheikh 
Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior, welcomed 
Anas Khalid Nasir Al-Saleh, 
Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior and 
Minister of State for Cabinet 

HIS Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior was briefed about 
the Gold Standard International 
Accreditation granted to the Ministry’s 

Minds, Creating the Future’ – to life.
His Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior, said: “We follow 
the path of our Founding Father, the late 
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, in 
terms of openness and cooperation with the 
peoples of the world.”

“Together with the people of the UAE, 
we will welcome the world, enhance 
the international reputation of the UAE, 
and encourage all our people to 
participate in the ‘World’s Greatest 
Show,” His Highness the Interior 
Minister said.

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and the Ruler of Dubai, and HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, during the signing of two agreements between Expo 2020 Dubai and 
the Ministry of Interior, represented by HH Lt General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior; and the Ministry of Defence, 
represented by HE Mohammed bin Ahmed Al Bowardi, Minister of State for Defence Affairs

Affairs, on the sidelines of the ‘Arab Gulf 
Security 2’ exercise.

 The two exchanged conversations 
covering a number of issues of common 
concern.

 The joint Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) tactical exercise saw the 
participation of GCC security forces.

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and 
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Al Sha’far attends internal security exercise
NEWSNEWS

999 Magazine takes part in Abu Dhabi Family Forum 

Electronic supervision bracelet presented at Science Festival

awareness issues.
The participation of the MoI in this forum 

came within the framework of exchanging 
innovative ideas, creating a strong bond 
with the community, and showcasing the 
unique services that MoI provides.

 The MoI pavilion included exhibits from 
the police general headquarters of Abu 
Dhabi, Ajman, and Umm Al Quwain; the 
general headquarters of the Special Security 
Forces; the General Directorate of Punitive 
and Correctional Institutions; the General 
Directorate of Protocols and Relations; the 
Ministry of Interior Centre for Child 
Protection; as well as 999 Magazine. 

scope, timings, and rules imposed on 
those under surveillance, based on 
judicial rulings and decisions of the Public 
Prosecution.

The electronic bracelet, added Al 
Mansoori, compelled offenders to police 
supervision to be present at the 
designated places and at the specified 
times, according to the rules and 
conditions mentioned in the judicial 
rulings issued by the Abu Dhabi Judicial 
Department. 

UNDER the patronage of Her Highness 
Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak, 
Chairwoman of the General Women’s 
Union (GWU), President of the Supreme 
Council for Motherhood and Childhood, 
Supreme Chairwoman of the Family 

THE Police Follow-up Department and 
Aftercare in the Community Security 
Sector of Abu Dhabi Police Headquarters 
presented the electronic police project 
named ‘The Electronic Bracelet’ at the 
Abu Dhabi Science Festival 2020, in 
participation of the Strategy and 
Institutional Development Centre in Abu 
Dhabi Police. 

The festival, now in its 10th session, 
was held at the Abu Dhabi Corniche, 
coinciding with the activities of UAE 

Al Marzouqi inspects civil defence courses
He was accompanied by Brigadier 

Mohammed Abdullah Al Takkawi, 
Director of the Media Affairs 
Department; Colonel Salem 
Muhammad Abdullah Al Naqbi, 
Deputy Director General of Resources 
and Support Services; Lt Colonel Adel 
Al Samri, Director of the Academy; 
and a number of officers.

MAJOR General Dr Jassim Mohammed 
Al Marzouqi, Commander of Civil 
Defence at the Ministry of Interior, 
visited the Civil Defence Academy in 
Abu Dhabi, where he inspected five 
training courses in fire and rescue 
which had a total of 146 trainees. 

Al Marzuoqi also inspected a 
number of specialised training courses 

in defensive driving of emergency 
vehicles, pumps and tanks, as well as 
preparing trainers and raising fitness.

He stressed on the importance of 
organising such foundational and 
specialised courses that contribute to 
building proactive capabilities of people 
in the areas of extinguishing fires, rescue, 
and evacuation.

Development Foundation (FDF), 
and “Mother of the UAE”, the 
Ministry of Interior (MoI) 
participated in the ‘Second Abu 
Dhabi Family Forum’, held under 
the slogan “Family and Community 
Intelligence” at the Umm Al Emarat 
Park in Abu Dhabi.

999 Magazine, the official 
monthly publication of the MoI, was part 
of the MoI pavilion, where free English 
and Arabic issues of the magazine were 
distributed, in addition to the 999 
Children magazine, the Mogtamaa al 
Shurta issue, as well as other national and 

Innovation Month under the slogan 
“Emirates Innovates”.

Major Naseeb Al Mansoori, supervisor 
of ‘The Electronic Bracelet’ project at the 
Police Follow-up and Aftercare 
Department at Abu Dhabi Police 
Headquarters, said that Abu Dhabi 
Police launched the project in 
cooperation with the Abu Dhabi Judicial 
Department as an alternative to 
imprisonment. The electronic bracelet is 
used to determine the geographical 

LT General Saif Abdullah Al Sha’far, 
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Interior, 
attended the end of the ‘Al Hosn 8’ 
exercise and related workshops. 

Held at the Police Officers Club in 
Dubai, these events were organised by 
the General Directorate of Federal 
Central Operations at the Ministry of 
Interior (MoI), within the framework of its 
policy to deal with internal security 
operations, crises and disasters, and the 
annual plan for internal security exercises.

Al Sha’far was briefed by Dr Badria Al 
Harami from the Dubai Health Authority 
about the Coronavirus Disease 
(COVID-19), ways of its transmission and 
prevention, as well as the necessary 
precautionary measures put in place.

Thanking the participants, Al Sha’far 
urged them to continue participating in 
joint exercises and awareness 

programmes, stressing that the Ministry 
is keen on spreading knowledge 
amongst its employees and partners to 
maintain security and safety in the 
country.

Brigadier Dr Ali Salem Al Tunaiji, 
Director General of the General 

Directorate of Federal Central Operations 
at the Ministry of Interior, opened the 
training activities, explaining that these 
educational workshops and exercises 
contributed to raising competencies and 
enhancing coordination between various 
departments.

Commanders-in-Chief of Abu Dhabi Police, Ajman Police discuss cooperation
Director General of Abu Dhabi Police, 
sectors managers in Abu Dhabi Police, 
and a delegation from Ajman Police.

Al Nuaimi spoke of the significance 
of such visits in enhancing 
communication and cooperation 
between police forces in order to 
achieve common goals and to 
strengthen the pillars of security and 
stability to implement the directives of 
the wise leadership.

Al Nuaimi and his accompanying 
delegation were briefed on the goals 
of ‘Safe City’, which is one of Abu 
Dhabi Police’s projects to incorporate 
Artificial Intelligence in security and 
crime prediction and raise levels of 
traffic safety by improving the 
operational capacity of road 
networks. 

The delegation also looked at the 
technologies used in this project and 
the associated smart systems, which 
include towers and cameras to spot 
violators and impose fines on them, as 
well as geographical and security 
tracking of trucks through innovative 
controls in traffic management.

MAJOR General Staff Pilot Faris Khalaf 
Al Mazrouei, Commander-in-Chief of 
Abu Dhabi Police, discussed with 
Major General Sheikh Sultan bin 
Abdullah Al Nuaimi, Commander-in-
Chief of Ajman Police, ways of 
cooperation between the two police 

forces in the area of security work. 
This cooperation aims to address 

and prevent crimes by exchanging 
experiences and using modern 
technologies.

The meeting was also attended by 
Major General Maktoum Ali Al Sharifi, 

UAQ Police run military parade campaign
Quwain in February in the Corniche area.

The campaign was also launched on 
websites and social media. Community Police 
and traffic patrols distributed posters, 
brochures, and gifts related to Union Fortress 
7 to people in malls, gas stations, and 

UMM Al Quwain Police Headquarters 
launched an awareness campaign in 
cooperation with the Armed Forces General 
Command, calling upon all residents to 
participate in the seventh edition of the military 
parade of Union Fortress 7, hosted by Umm Al 

crowded places. 
The campaign also called upon 

motorists to adhere to traffic regulations 
and rules in order to maintain safety, by 
giving way to pedestrians crossing in the 
Corniche Street area.
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NEWSNEWS

Dhahi Khalfan meets Al Marri to mark 50 years of service

Dubai Police CID discuss int’l cooperation with Dutch police

in the service of security.
Al Marri conveyed Dubai Police’s 

sincere gratitude and appreciation to 
Dhahi Khalfan Tamim for spending 50 
years in service and becoming a role 
model who dedicated his life to 
serving his country and ensuring the 

THE General Directorate of 
Criminal Investigation at 
Dubai Police Headquarters  
was visited by a delegation of 
the Dutch police headed by  
Major General Henk Braille, 
Head of Intelligence, and  
Major General Andy Kach, 
Head of the Investigations and 
Criminal Research 
Department, to discuss ways 
of cooperation at local and 
international levels.

The Dutch police 
delegation was received by 
Brigadier Jamal Salem Al 
Jalaf, Director of the General 
Directorate of Criminal 
Investigation at Dubai Police; 
his deputy for Research and 
Investigation Affairs, Colonel 
Mohammed Ahli; Colonel Adel Al Joker, 
Assistant Director General for Criminal 
Research; Colonel Tariq Hilal Al 
Suwaidi, Acting Director of the Wanted 
Department (Interpol); and a number of 
criminal investigation officers.

security of its residents, having 
a track record of achievements 
in security, police, and social 
fields. Dhahi Khalfan Tamim’s 
tireless efforts contributed to 
establishing Dubai Police as a 
leading security institution at all 
levels, “and we still learn from 
HE’s long expertise and 
comprehensive knowledge to 
shape the future of security in 
Dubai”, said Al Marri.

“He is a great teacher and a 
source of pride,” said Al Marri 
about the illustrious career of 
Dhahi Khalfan Tamim. “He 
dedicated his time and effort to 

developing and qualifying young 
leaders and established a criminal 
laboratory where he introduced new 
majors in the field of forensic science 
and criminology. During his tenure, 
Dubai Police witnessed a lot of 
pioneering achievements.”

LT General Dhahi Khalfan Tamim, 
Deputy Chairman of Police and Public 
Security in Dubai, met Major General 
Abdullah Khalifa Al Marri, 
Commander-in-Chief of Dubai Police, 
and his assistants in various sectors, on 
the occasion of completing 50 years 

Al Jalaf accompanied the Dutch 
delegation on a tour that included the 
Interpol Department, and the Operations 
room of e-crime platform in the Electronic 
Investigation Department at the General 
Directorate of Criminal Investigation. 

At the end of the visit, Al Jalaf 
exchanged commemorative shields with 
Braille, who expressed his admiration 
for the sophisticated level of the work 
done by the General Directorate of 
Criminal Investigations in Dubai Police.

Ali Al Nuaimi attends meeting on ISNR Abu Dhabi 2020
IN light of the preparations for the 
International Exhibition for National 
Security and Resilience (ISNR Abu Dhabi 
2020), which will be held on March 
17-19 at the Abu Dhabi National 
Exhibition Centre (ADNEC), Major 

Al Shamsi checks police vehicles, work progress in Central Region police dept
performance progress in the External 
Areas Police Directorate, Al Dhaid 
Comprehensive Police Centre, Sharjah 
Driving Institute, Traffic and Patrols 
departments, and Vehicles and Drivers 
Licensing Departments.

Al Kaabi stresses innovation vital in the field of security

MAJOR General Mohammed Ahmed bin 
Ghanim Al Kaabi, Commander-in-Chief of 
Fujairah Police, said that the Emirates 

General Ali Abdullah bin Alwan Al 
Nuaimi, Commander-in-Chief of Ras Al 
Khaimah Police, had a meeting with 
retired Brigadier Dr Jasim Ibrahim Al 
Mansouri, adviser to the Inspector General 
at the Ministry of Interior, the general 

coordinator of ISNR Abu Dhabi 2020 
and the organising team from Reed 
Exhibitions.

Al Nuaimi listened to a presentation 
about the exhibition as well as the 
participating pavilions.

MAJOR General Saif Al Zari Al Shamsi, 
Commander-in-Chief of Sharjah Police, 
visited the Central Region Police 
Department, to inspect police vehicles 
and checked their readiness.

He was received by Brigadier 

Ahmed Haji Al Sarkal, Acting Director 
General of Police Operations, and 
Colonel Hamad Abdullah Al Riyami, 
Acting Director of the Central Region 
Police Department. 

Al Shamsi also reviewed work and 

Innovation Month 
2020, in which the 
Fujairah Police 
Headquarters 
participated, 
witnessed a 
transition from the 
stage of presenting 
innovative visions to 
the stage of 
measuring the 

readiness of departments and people in 
practical application, employing 
innovative solutions in the field of security.

Ajman Police achieve 97 per cent customer satisfaction 
waiting time index 
decreased to 8:06 
minutes for all Ajman 
Police services, he 
said. Al Shamsi 
attributed this to the 
efforts of the 
employees of 
service centres, the 
cooperation of 
police partners in 
the technical field, 
and the advanced 
traffic systems linked 
to the control room. 

BRIGADIER Ali Obaid Al Shamsi, 
Director of Strategy and Performance 
Development in Ajman Police, 
announced that the satisfaction rate of 
customers in service centres reached 
97.2 per cent during the year 2019. 

Al Shamsi underlined that this 
progress added another achievement in 
Ajman Police’s distinguished track 
record of serving customers, in line with 
achieving the Ministry of Interior’s 
directive of enhancing public 
satisfaction with the services provided.

The service dispensing time index 
reached 3 minutes 54 seconds, while the 

During this Innovation Week, Fujairah 
Police showcased a number of projects, 
starting with the innovative solutions 
room and the ‘Idea & Gift’ activity to 
encourage the public to present their 
creative ideas.

Fujairah Police also presented a set 
of smart and innovative services, and 
technical devices represented by the 
‘Arrow’ riot car, the smart vehicle 
reservation system, smart tracker collar, 
digital ID system, fingerprint detector, 
the ‘Makani’ device, and the security 
cable.
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FACTS & FIGURES

1st
The Ministry of Interior is the first police institution in the world 

to have obtained the gold level of accreditation from the 

Health and Wellbeing category of the prestigious Investors in 

People (IIP), which is based in the UK. The global assessment 

organisation accredited the Ministry’s Support Services Sector.

46
The number of police teams that participated in the UAE SWAT 

Challenge 2020, which was organised by the Ministry of Interior 

in cooperation with Dubai Police.

26
The number of countries that participated in the UAE SWAT 

Challenge 2020. The police teams competed in a total five 

categories. 

1st
The first workshop hosted by the Civil Defence General 

Command to introduce the Hammer Award System for 

Excellence, which was designed to assess Civil Defence 

centres across the UAE, based on excellence methodologies.

146
The total number of trainees who took part in the rescue and 

firefighting training courses conducted by Abu Dhabi Civil 

Defence Academy and supervised by the Civil Defence 

General Command.

Saif bin Zayed unveils Civil Defence 

excellence award system 

Interior Ministers in GCC visit Expo 2020 site

Ministry of Interior marks Safer 

Internet Day 2020

HH Lt General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Interior, has launched the 1st Edition of 
the ‘Hammer Award System for Excellence’. The initiative 
represents a novel assessment tool for Civil Defence centres 
across the UAE, in a bid to instil the culture of excellence and 
innovation in the sector’s personnel.

HH Lt General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Interior, accompanied his counterparts in 
other GCC countries that participated in the ‘Arab Gulf Security 2’ 
drill last February 2020 on a tour of the Expo 2020 site. The 
delegation included Prince Abdulaziz bin Saud bin Nayef, Saudi 
Arabia’s Interior Minister; Lt General Sheikh Rashid bin Abdullah Al 
Khalifa, Bahrain’s Minister of Interior; Anas Khalid Nasir Al-Saleh, 
Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Cabinet 
Affairs; Sayyed Hamoud bin Faisal Al Busaidi, Omani Minister of 
Interior; as well as Dr. Nayef Falah Mubarak Al-Hajraf, Secretary 
General of the Gulf Cooperation Council.

Lt General Saif Abdullah Al Sha’far, Undersecretary at the 
Ministry of Interior, spearheaded the celebrations hosted by 
the MoI’s Electronics and Telecommunications Services 
Directorate General to mark the Safer Internet Day 2020. 
Under this year’s theme, ‘Together, Towards Digital 
Wellbeing’, the Ministry joined the world in promoting the 
safe and positive use of digital technology for children.
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NEWS

UAE NEWS BULLETIN
POLICE NEWS, PEOPLE, NUMBERS AND EVENTS

An Asian man has been sentenced to 10 years 
imprisonment followed by deportation for running a 
brothel. He was also ordered to pay a hefty fine. His illegal 
activity came to light after a woman whom he lured to 
apply as a caretaker of an elderly reported him to police. 
He imprisoned her in a flat and forced her to work as a 
prostitute from 7pm to 3 midnight daily. He also threatened 
to torture her if she refused. The victim eventually 
managed to escape.

ABU DHABI

10 years

 

AJMAN

18 hours

4

A 38-year-old man and three others were charged for 
stabbing to death an Asian compatriot at a restaurant. 
The suspect was about to flee the country when he was 
collared by the police forces 18 hours after the killing. 
The crime occurred in the Al-Liywara 1 area near the 
Mussala Ground.

Two people stand trial at the Dubai Criminal Court 
for allegedly assaulting a man and taking photos 
of him naked. It happened when the victim 
demanded that he be paid his full salary due for 
the month worth Dhs1,500. This, after he was only 
paid Dhs100. The victim was instead dragged to a 
room, beaten up, stripped naked, and took 
photos of him naked. The suspects also stole his 
mobile phone and threatened to post his naked 
photos on social media.

DUBAI

Dhs1,500

Four men are accused of assaulting a man to death. 
Records from the Sharjah Criminal Court showed 
they assaulted the victim with iron rods. One of them 
later confessed to participating in the assault. He 
claimed that one of his companions stabbed the 
victim with a knife.

RAS AL KHAIMAH

Up to 235.2kg of banned narcotic paan and 17,180 
boxes of cigarettes of unknown origin were seized in a 
building of a contracting company. The authorities 
raided the establishment after they verified a tip-off 
from an informant. Various unlicensed foodstuff and 
banned items were also found. The company was 
slapped with a hefty fine.  

UMM AL QUWAIN

It was supposed to be a usual Sunday evening for two 
people—a minibus driver and his passenger. But a big 
truck container suddenly fell on them, practically 
crushing a part of the minibus. Authorities had to use 
a special equipment to extricate them. The minibus 
driver died on the spot as a result of massive injuries 
while his lone passenger was taken to the Sheikh 
Khalifa General Hospital. 

SHARJAH
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235.2kg

FUJAIRAH
Fujairah Police have intensified crackdown 

on beggars, who are mostly on a visit visa. 

Recently, three people—an Arab woman, a 

70-year-old man and an Asian man, were 

arrested for begging. Anyone caught 

begging in the UAE will be fined Dhs5,000 

with a jail term of up to three months. A 

prison sentence of six months or more and 

Dhs100,000 fine will be meted out as 

punishment to those who operate and 

recruit gangs of beggars.

Images are for illustration purposes only
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COVER STORY

EVERY TIME DISASTER STRIKES ANYWHERE IN THE 
WORLD, THE UAE IS AMONGST THE FIRST TO RESPOND 

WITH HUMANITARIAN AID AND RESOURCES FOR THE 
NATIONS IN NEED AND THE PEOPLE IN DISTRESS

BY K NIVEDITA

UAE,
A FRIEND
in need
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relations with countries around the world. 

If a disaster strikes anywhere, we feel it’s 

our duty to respond even if there’s no 

appeal for assistance from the affected 

country. For instance, in the Philippines, 

we took the initiative and found out 

what people were looking for, such as 

drinking water, plastic sheets, health care, 

food parcels, and hygiene kits. With this 

knowledge, we tried to determine if it 

could all be sourced locally. Meanwhile, it’s 

noteworthy that in the UAE, people came 

together to help and we sent a plane with 

relief material and a delegation.”

ERC, a volunteer humanitarian 

organisation in the UAE, focuses on 

emergency response and coordination 

across the world by carrying out aid and 

relief work. You will find ERC bringing aid 

from the UAE — in the form of food parcels, 

shelter and heating materials, clothes, 

cleaning materials, food supplements for 

children, educational materials and school 

supplies — at Cox’s Bazar in Bangladesh, 

where hundreds of thousands of displaced 

Rohingya are living as refugees. You will 

find relief workers from the UAE providing 

Syrian refugees in conflict areas with winter 

assistance, such as tents and emergency 

shelter items, and carrying out maintenance 

and renovation works in camps and 

emergency repairs on shelter units. For the 

small island states of the South Pacific, the 

UAE provides clean and renewable energy 

sources, such as solar and wind power 

projects. The country undertakes women’s 

empowerment work in Afghanistan, and 

sends humanitarian assistance to Sudan, 

Palestine, and Yemen.

WORK ON THE GROUND

The UAE doesn’t simply supply aid and 

leave; it works on the ground for the 

long haul. ERC offices operate in several 

countries, where it launches and follows 

up on the country’s development and aid 

projects. Even when distributing aid, ERC 

follows a strict code to ensure that the 

material reaches the right hands.

“What we do is not pay cash to the 

government or the people. This is our rule. 

We buy all that is required for the needy 

people and hand it over directly to them. 

We don’t give the items to the government 

to distribute. Our delegation goes with 

the government or the Red Cross to help 

the people on the ground. Thus, we make 

sure that the items are received by those 

who need them,” said bin Sultan.  

The ERC official added that when disaster 

survivors got what they needed in their 

hands, they get the sense that “we, who are 

Arabs and speak a different language and 

belong to a different region and religion”, 

were standing together with them. “When 

we reach survivors, we tell them that we’re 

humanitarians, and in humanity, there’s no 

difference in colour, religion, or language — 

we’re all the same. We feel their happiness 

when they receive the items they need. 

We also feel that they’re happy to just talk 

to us about the donation or about the help 

extended by our government and our 

people,” he told 999.

In December 2019, the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs and International 

Cooperation (MoFAIC) released its 

annual report that showed the UAE had 

The UAE has long 
exerted significant 

efforts to support 
friendly nations, whether 
through the backing of 
development projects 
or emergency 
humanitarian 
response to 
disasters and 
crises

HE REEM BINT IBRAHIM

AL HASHIMY
UAE Minister of State for International 

Cooperation

T
he recent months have not been 

easy for the world. In Australia, 

raging bushfires since September 

2019 have killed an estimated one billion 

animals, left many people homeless, and 

caused consternation globally amongst 

environmentalists. In the Philippines, 

thousands of people who were looking 

forward to a happy new year suddenly had 

to flee their homes and livelihood when 

the Taal Volcano erupted in January 2020. 

We have also watched heart-wrenching 

images of frightened children after natural 

disasters such as cyclones and floods, 

and the desperate scramble for safety by 

refugees. Food and the future, of which 

we are assured in the UAE, are uncertain 

for millions around the world.

Often, these events take place far away 

from us. Distance notwithstanding, the 

country almost always lends a helping hand.

“The UAE has long exerted significant 

efforts to support friendly nations, whether 

through the backing of development 

projects or emergency humanitarian 

response to disasters and crises in a 

manner that bolsters prosperity and stability 

while alleviating suffering in recipient 

countries. The UAE works alongside 

regional and international partners and UN 

agencies operating in the development and 

humanitarian sectors,” said HE Reem bint 

Ibrahim Al Hashimy, UAE Minister of State 

for International Cooperation.

Speaking to 999, Fahad bin Sultan, 

Deputy Secretary General for International 

Aid, Emirates Red Crescent (ERC), said, 

“The UAE is blessed to have good 

Rohingya refugees

If a disaster strikes anywhere, the UAE feels it’s duty-bound to respond even if there’s no appeal for 
assistance from the affected country

Even when distributing aid, ERC follows a strict code to ensure that the material reaches the right 
hands
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When we reach 
survivors, we 

tell them that we’re 
humanitarians, and in 
humanity, there’s no 
difference in colour, 
religion, or language — 
we’re all the same
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contributed more than Dhs28.6 billion 

($7.79 billion) to 42 countries as part of 

foreign aid in 2018. The UAE is one of the 

world’s largest donors in terms of Official 

Development Assistance (ODA)/ Gross 

National Income (GNI). It provided 0.93 

per cent of ODA as a proportion of GNI in 

2018, thus exceeding the 0.7 per cent that 

the United Nations had set as target, for 

the sixth consecutive year.

“The UAE has been number one for six 

years, but this was not our aim. We don’t 

compete with other countries or say, ‘Let’s 

win this game.’ We’re helping from our 

heart and, by itself, we’ve become number 

one. We don’t know what other countries 

are doing or how much they give. We reach 

out to people in distress. This is what our 

religion and culture as Arab people teaches 

us. You have to help people whenever they 

need you,” said bin Sultan.

 

AGENDA FOR WELL-BEING

‘Transforming our world: The 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development’ is a plan of 

action under the UN “for people, planet 

and prosperity”. According to its preamble, 

the Agenda “seeks to strengthen universal 

peace in larger freedom”. It goes on to say: 

“We recognise that eradicating poverty 

in all its forms and dimensions, including 

extreme poverty, is the greatest global 

challenge and an indispensable requirement 

for sustainable development. All countries 

and all stakeholders, acting in collaborative 

partnership, will implement this plan. We 

are resolved to free the human race from 

the tyranny of poverty and want to heal 

and secure our planet. We are determined 

to take the bold and transformative steps 

which are urgently needed to shift the world 

The UAE has been 
number one for 

six years, but this was 
not our aim. We don’t 
compete with other 
countries or say, ‘Let’s 

win this 
game.’ We’re 
helping from 
our heart 

FAHAD BIN SULTAN
Deputy Secretary General for International Aid, 

Emirates Red Crescent 

onto a sustainable and resilient path.”

The UAE, one of the stakeholders in 

this ambitious Agenda, supported its 17 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of 

the UN, such as No Poverty, Zero Hunger, 

Good Health and Well-being, with more 

than half of its Dhs28.6 billion aid going 

towards peace and justice, economic 

growth, and poverty elimination initiatives. 

According to the UAE’s state news 

agency WAM, commitments made by the 

country in 2018 to global development 

and humanitarian assistance in numerous 

countries, including 14 Least Developed 

Countries (LDCs), reached Dhs10.31 billion 

($2.81 billion). These initiatives included 

emergency health, transportation, 

education, power generation, medical, 

and food aid offerings. The report showed 

that the UAE supported programmes in 

Africa with aid reaching Dhs61.80 billion 

($16.83 billion) between 2014 and 2018. 

During this period, it spent Dhs48.04 

billion ($13.08 billion) to support Asia.

EVERYONE PARTICIPATES

The initiatives to help Australia fight the 

bushfire found thousands of supporters 

amongst common, working people of the 

UAE. Around 16,000-17,000 Australian 

expats live and work in the UAE. In 

association with humanitarian agencies, 

fundraisers have been held at beach 

restaurants in Dubai, gyms and fitness 

studios in Abu Dhabi, and family-oriented 

events across the emirates. Burj Khalifa, 

Etihad Airways, and Emirates Airlines have 

taken steps that show that #mateshelpmates 

— a reference to the term for friendship 

that’s widely used in Australia. 

The Filipino expat community in the 

UAE also responded to help, as soon 

as news spread that more than 160,000 

Filipinos were displaced from their homes 

after Taal erupted and were living in 

evacuation centres. As part of a single-

day campaign, #UAEforPhilippines on 

January 25, 2020, ERC in cooperation 

with the Philippine Embassy in the 

UAE packed more than 1,500 boxes for 

affected families with the help of around 

300 Filipino and Emirati volunteers. The 

campaign was led by ERC Dubai Manager 

Mohammed Abdullah Al Haj Al Zarooni 

and Philippine Ambassador to the UAE, 

Hjayceelyn Quintana.

LEGACY OF ZAYED

Generosity is one of the pillars of the 

UAE and is reflected in the giving attitude 

of the state in terms of its foreign policy 

and the nature of its people, who are 

ready to help the deprived. The culture of 

volunteerism, which is one of the strongest 

characteristics of life in the UAE, can be 

traced directly to the founding father 

Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan.

Dr Hamdan Musallam Al Mazrouei, 

Chairman of the Board of Directors of 

ERC, spoke of the leadership’s dedication 

to keeping alive the country’s values of 

generosity, kindness, and helpfulness. At 

the 37th Anniversary of the establishment 

of ERC, he said, “The initiatives of His 

Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 

Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime 

Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, 

and His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu 

Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander 

of the UAE Armed Forces, along with the 

follow-up of HH Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed 

Al Nahyan, Ruler’s Representative in the Al 

Dhafra Region, Chairman of the ERC, place 

the UAE at the forefront of the world’s 

largest donors of official development 

aid relative to national income. The UAE 

is assuming a pioneering role in various 

humanitarian and development fields in 

support of the needy and underprivileged 

all over the world.”

Here are the numbers: the UAE spent 

$32.01 billion in foreign aid between 2013 

and 2017 to benefit millions of refugees 

and displaced people around the world, 

including 10 million Yemenis. 

At an exhibition titled From Humanitarian 

Aid to Stability, organised in Brussels in 

January 2020 by ERC in coordination with 

the Federal National Council, bin Sultan said, 

“The UAE’s humanitarian aid included $4.92 

billion to Yemen since April 2015 through 

December 2018; $174.6 million to Libya 

from 2013 through 2017; $963.5 million to 

Syrian people from 2012 to November 2018; 

$641.5 million to Iraq from 2013 to 2017; 

$233.3 million to Somalia from 2013 to 2017; 

and $489 million to Palestinians from 2013 

to 2018. The UAE reaches out to more than 

100 countries around the world and our aid 

covers all continents.”

NUMBERS 

NO. 1
Position that the UAE has globally for development aid given in 

relation to gross national income

DHS28.6 BILLION
($7.79 BILLION)
Contributed by the UAE in 2018 as foreign aid, benefiting 42 

countries

DHS106 BILLION
($32.01 BILLION) 
Spent by the UAE in foreign aid between 2013 and 2017 to benefit 

displaced people around the world 

The ash fall from Taal Volcano in Batangas, Philippines has turned most of its nearby areas into grey

The initiatives of wise leadership of the UAE have placed the country at the forefront of the world’s 
largest donors of official development aid relative to national income
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The UAE reaches out to more than 100 countries around the world, covering all continents. 

Here are some of the foreign aid of the country between 2013 and 2017:

Data from the exhibition titled From Humanitarian Aid to Stability, organised in Brussels in January 2019 by the Emirates Red Crescent in coordination 
with the Federal National Council

UAE’S HUMANITARIAN AID AT A GLANCE

$4.92
BILLION
YEMEN 

APRIL 2015 - DECEMBER 2018

$641.5 
MILLION 

IRAQ    
2013 – 2017

$174.6
MILLION

LIBYA  
2013 – 2017

$233.3 
MILLION

SOMALIA   
2013 – 2017

$963.5
MILLION
SYRIA 

2012 – 2018

$489 
MILLION

PALESTINE 
2012 – 2018
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The support from 
the government 

of the UAE and the 
country in general for the 
bushfire efforts has been 
truly humbling. We are 
grateful for the offers of 
assistance 
and 
expressions 
of solidarity 
at this 
time

HEIDI VENAMORE
Australian Ambassador to the UAE

Children are the 
most vulnerable 

victims of any disaster, 
and they are, at 
the moment, facing 
tremendous distress and 
uncertainty. Through our 
intervention, we hope to 
re-establish 
their 
access to 
education

TARIQ AL GURG
Chief Executive of Dubai Cares

AUSTRALIA

Let these statistics sink in slowly — one 

billion animals dead, more than 3,000 

homes destroyed, and 33 human lives 

ended, many charred to death. That is the 

conservative estimate of the toll of the 

bushfire that raged through New South 

Wales (NSW) and other states of Australia 

for several months. Bushland, wooded 

areas, and national parks were ablaze and, 

cities such as Melbourne and Sydney were 

covered in smoke.

What happened? The hot and dry 

summer of Australia (corresponding 

with autumn and winter in the northern 

hemisphere) causes wildfires to spread, 

and though this is a natural and annual 

phenomenon, the 2019-20 fires have 

been devastating. Climate change is 

believed to be the main reason behind 

the destructive scale of this season’s 

bushfire. Even as administrators and 

rescue teams worked round the clock, 

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 

Nahyan was on the phone with Australian 

Prime Minister Scott Morrison. The Crown 

Prince tweeted: “During a phone call with 

the Australian Prime Minister I discussed 

efforts to fight bushfires in the country 

and I assured him of the UAE’s readiness 

to provide various types of help.” 

HE Reem bint Ibrahim Al Hashimy, 

UAE Minister of State for International 

Cooperation, was appointed coordinator 

with the Australian government for the 

aid provided. HH Sheikh Mohamed 

bin Zayed Al Nahyan added that the 

UAE would make available equipment, 

expertise, manpower and support to fight 

the bushfires and reconstruct the lives of 

people in Australia. 

“The support from the government of 

the UAE and the country in general for the 

bushfire efforts has been truly humbling. 

We are grateful for the offers of assistance 

and expressions of solidarity at this time,” 

said the Australian Ambassador to the 

UAE, Heidi Venamore.

LEBANON

Winter is bitter in Lebanon, especially 

if one is a Syrian refugee. Emirates Red 

Crescent announced in January 2020 that 

it was carrying out a winter aid campaign 

for refugees in Lebanon. The campaign 

included distributing winter essentials, such 

as heaters, blankets, clothes, children’s 

supplies, and food parcels. “The effort, 

which is being implemented as per the 

directives and monitoring of HH Sheikh 

Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, aims to help 

the refugees and see them through low 

temperatures and the changing weather 

conditions during the winter,” said His 

Excellency Dr Mohammed Ateeq Al Falahi, 

Secretary General, Emirates Red Crescent.

This aid from ERC is part of a larger winter 

assistance initiative for refugees that’s 

being implemented for Syrian refugees on 

Jordan, Lebanon, Iraq, Greece, and Egypt, 

besides some other places. More than 

one million people have been given food 

parcels, winter clothes, and other shelter 

materials as part of the programme.

L
ook closely at the ways in which the UAE helps survivors of calamities and you get an idea of the values the country upholds. 

In January 2020, His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 

Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, promised $200 million (Dhs660 million) in financial assistance to the Kamyab Jawan 

programme for youth development in Pakistan. “The UAE will cooperate with Islamabad on the development of the next generation of 

youth,” said Hamad Obaid Alzaabi, UAE Ambassador to Pakistan. 

Here are some recent humanitarian activities of the UAE that showcase its own values of nation building.

STANDING
IN SUPPORT

MOZAMBIQUE, ZIMBABWE, 

AND MALAWI

More than 1.5 million people were 

affected when Cyclone Idai raged across 

Mozambique, Zimbabwe, and Malawi in 

March 2019. It was considered the third-

deadliest tropical cyclone in history. Days 

after the cyclone made landfall, rescue 

workers were trying to reach out to people 

stuck on trees and rooftops even as flash 

floods swept away roads and bridges. 

More than 1,000 people were reportedly 

killed in Mozambique alone and 239,000 

homes destroyed.

The UAE quickly responded to the 

news of devastation. ERC announced that 

Dhs18.3 million would be provided to the 

countries in emergency aid. This was done 

on the order of HH Sheikh Mohamed bin 

Zayed. This aid included food supplies and 

medicines for children, medical supplies 

and shelter for 600,000 people in the three 

countries. HH Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed 

monitored the efforts, while representatives 

of ERC travelled to the affected regions to 

oversee the distribution of relief material.

As news of disease and deaths continued 

to pour in, the UAE pledged Dhs7.34 

million more in April 2019. Dubai Cares, 

an organisation founded by HH Sheikh 

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice 

President and Prime Minister of the UAE 

and Ruler of Dubai, said that the funds 

would be used for rebuilding schools 

damaged by the cyclone. “Children are the 

most vulnerable victims of any disaster, and 

they are, at the moment, facing tremendous 

distress and uncertainty. Through our 

intervention, we hope to re-establish their 

access to education. We look forward to 

providing temporary learning spaces and 

support materials and training to affected 

learners and teachers,” said Dr Tariq Al 

Gurg, Chief Executive of Dubai Cares. 

PHILIPPINES 

Normal life in the Philippines was thrown 

off-track in January 2020 when the Taal 

volcano, near the national capital Manila, 

began to erupt with great plumes of steam 

and ash. Lightning storms rippled through 

the sky. The hazardous ash has blanketed 

the landscape for kilometres around, 

covering houses and streets. Half a million 

people, including small children, have 

suddenly found themselves displaced. 

Experts warned of a prolonged crisis as 

the volcano continued to rumble. Amongst 

the first to reach out to the distressed 

people of the Philippines was the UAE.

Amongst those who felt overwhelmed by 

the images of people helping one another 

in a crisis was HH Sheikh Mohammed 

bin Rashid, who tweeted: “Today, we saw 

humanity and tolerance unfold through 

the ERC’s campaign that brought our 

citizens together with Filipino residents 

to provide aid to families affected by the 

Taal volcano in the Philippines. Humanity 

defines our society.” 

Winter aid campaign by ERC for Syrian refugees 

Cyclone Idai in Mozambique
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We feel the concern 
and love of the 

Emirati people for the 
victims of the eruption 
of Taal volcano. This is 
really a great way to 
show the friendship 

between 
the two 
countries

HJAYCEELYN QUINTANA
Philippine Ambassador to the UAE

Supporting the 
education sector 

in Sudan at this stage 
and enabling students 
to learn in modern 
classrooms equipped 
with essential school 
supplies 
are core 
priorities 
for the 
UAE and 
ADFD

MOHAMMED SAIF AL SUWAIDI
Director General of 

Abu Dhabi Fund for Development 

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed was the 

one who sent out directives to provide 

urgent aid to the stricken nation. HH 

Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed monitored the 

efforts as the head of ERC.

Philippine Ambassador to the UAE, 

Hjayceelyn Quintana, thanked the UAE for 

the relief aid provided by the UAE to the 

victims of Taal eruption. “I am very, very 

grateful to the ERC for doing this for the 

Philippines. We feel the concern and love 

of the Emirati people for the victims of the 

eruption of Taal volcano. This is really a 

great way to show the friendship between 

the two countries,” said Quintana.

SUDAN

The UAE and Sudan have a brotherly 

relationship and the former has helped 

out the latter in times of need. In 

October 2019, the UAE and Saudi Arabia 

dispatched a shipment of 200,000 

tonnes of wheat to Sudan, fulfilling their 

commitment to provide 540,000 tonnes of 

wheat to enhance food security in Sudan 

over a three-month period — 140,000 

tonnes had been shipped in August 2019 

and 200,000 tonnes in September 2019. 

The shipment of food is part of a Dhs11 

billion joint aid package of the UAE and 

Saudi Arabia, announced in April 2019, to 

enable Sudan to achieve economic and 

financial stability. The package included a 

deposit of Dhs1.83bn in the Central Bank 

of Sudan, split equally between the UAE 

and Saudi Arabia, to strengthen the bank’s 

financial position.

We also see the commitment to helping 

young people. The UAE’s Abu Dhabi Fund 

for Development (ADFD) is providing Dhs55 

million in financial aid to purchase essential 

school supplies for Sudanese students. The 

first batch of education equipment for 10,000 

pupils arrived in Sudan in December 2019, in 

the presence of Hamad Mohammed Humaid 

Al Junaibi, UAE Ambassador to Sudan, and 

Lt Gen Ahmed Abdoun Hammad, Governor 

of Khartoum State.

“Supporting the education sector in Sudan 

at this stage and enabling students to learn in 

modern classrooms equipped with essential 

school supplies, as well as providing food, 

medicine and basic commodities for the 

Sudanese people are core priorities for the UAE 

and ADFD,” said Mohammed Saif Al Suwaidi, 

Director General of ADFD.

Some 300 Emiratis and Filipinos joined hands to pack relief goods for the victims of the Taal Volcano eruption
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IT MAKES YOU FEEL GOOD, STAY FIT, HELP THE ENVIRONMENT AND 
ENJOY NEW SIGHTS. HEALTH-CONSCIOUS PEOPLE IN THE UAE LOVE 

CYCLING FOR MANY GREAT REASONS – SO COME AND JOIN THE RIDE
BY K NIVEDITA

PUBLIC HEALTH

MARCH 2020
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and there are those who have places to go 

for work or study or groceries.

To cater to the first tribe, there are a 

number of groups that attract hundreds of 

people. Dubai-based Revolution Cycles 

has the Monday Night Ride, a Wednesday 

Night at the Dubai Autodrome and the 

Friday Morning at the Al Qudra Cycling 

Track, which has varying distances, 35-

105km, and speed. “For the past 11 years, 

we have a Saturday morning ride, when 

we put out a ride to the Bab Al Shams 

Resort and Spa for coffee. More than 100 

of us gather at the coffee station, sit and 

have a chat for 30-45 minutes, catch up 

on the week’s highlight and then ride back 

pretty fast,” says Howison.

began racing. I found out that I was good 

at the sport and enjoyed both the racing 

and the social aspect of cycling. I’ve now 

raced and cycled all over the world and 

the health benefits and friendships are 

what keep me cycling.”

Cheetham, who cycles at Al Qudra, 

District 1 (DXBike), and Dubai Autodrome, 

has participated in one of the Al Salam 

Tournament races, “which had a very large 

prize fund and was fully televised”. He 

says, “I have also had opportunities here 

in the UAE to ride with some of the world’s 

top professional riders.”

The rising popularity of cycling is positive 

news in the UAE, as it needs a fitness 

boost. In September 2018, a study by 

World Health Organisation (WHO) showed 

that 41 per cent of the people in the UAE 

did not exercise enough. 

For the Vision 2021, the UAE 

is focusing on the importance of 

preventive medicine to reduce cancer 

and lifestyle-related diseases such as 

diabetes and cardiovascular diseases. 

The government, organisations, and 

individuals are pushing the health agenda 

through several fitness initiatives.

REASONS TO PEDAL

Feel-good factor: “Cycling is a great 

form of stress release and almost 

meditation when you’re having a long 

ride on your own,” says racing cyclist 

Cheetham, speaking to 999. According 

to Harvard Medical School, cycling is 

easy on the joints, provides an aerobic 

W
hat if you could get fit without 

even thinking about it, while 

relaxing with your friends, 

feeling the wind on your face and soaking 

in scenes of magnificent nature or man-

made marvels around the UAE? What if 

going to work, marketplace, or university 

could also be me-time or friends time? 

What if your daily commute could also 

improve the environment?

All that and more is possible with cycling. 

On two wheels, you can be by yourself 

or in a group, set your own pace, feel the 

muscles stretch and come alive. 

The number of pedal-pushers is going 

to rise in the coming years. Indicating 

this, Colonel Saif 

Hamad Al Zaabi, 

Director of 

the Traffic 

Department 

at the Traffic 

and Patrols 

Directorate, Abu 

Dhabi Police, 

tells 999, “Abu 

Dhabi Police, 

represented 

by the Traffic 

and Patrols 

Directorate of the Central Operations 

Sector, has issued new instructions to 

encourage individuals to use bikes for 

transportation. This would help preserve 

the environment, public health and safety, 

and reduce carbon emissions in Abu 

Dhabi and the UAE.” 

A common argument against cycling is 

that walking is good enough. People in 

the UAE, according to a 2017 study by 

Stanford University, walked 4,516 steps a 

day, less than the global average of 5,000 

steps. If this counts as exercise, we can 

do better. Cycling has greater potential for 

health benefit than walking. While cycling, 

you’d push your cardiovascular systems 

a bit harder, especially if you were on a 

slope or a hill or picking up speed after 

waiting at the traffic light.

Stewart Howison, Managing Partner, 

Revolution Cycles, Dubai, tells 999 that 

cycling is fast becoming the outdoor 

activity of choice in the UAE. He says, 

“Cycling is easy to get into and maintain. 

It’s good fun. You go out with your mates, 

get fit, get active and enjoy a healthy 

lifestyle.” 

Howison, who rides out five to six times 

a week and aims to get in 600-700km 

a week, adds, “I have been in Dubai for 

more than 12 years and, with the advent 

of cycling tracks in Abu Dhabi, Dubai and 

Sharjah, it’s pleasant to see how much the 

sport has grown over the past 10 years. 

Earlier, there would be a few pockets of 

cyclists riding out on the roads, but now 

we have dedicated cycling tracks in Abu 

Dhabi and Dubai that are packed, as they 

give people the opportunity to ride a cycle 

in a safe environment.”

Until a few years ago, the majority of 

people thought of the bicycle as a vehicle 

that children would use before they 

graduated to motorbikes or cars. Today, 

there are two main types of cyclists in the 

UAE and both tribes are growing – there 

are people who get on the saddle as a 

lifestyle choice for fitness and recreation; 

For the second tribe, Dubai now has 

a number of bright green cycle stands 

in several neighbourhoods. These were 

part of the first bicycle-pool project in 

the emirate launched by the Roads and 

Transport Authority in partnership with 

Careem Bike to encourage cycling through 

bike-sharing.

DOUBLE BENEFITS

How rewarding can cycling be? Paul 

Cheetham, who works with Wolfi’s Bike 

Shop in Dubai and rides with Dubai 

Roadsters, amongst others, tells 999, “I 

started cycling as a schoolboy and soon 

Abu Dhabi Police, 
represented by 

the Traffic and Patrols 
Directorate of the Central 
Operations Sector, has 
issued new instructions 
to encourage 
individuals to 
use bikes for 
transportation

COLONEL SAIF HAMAD

AL ZAABI
Director of the Abu Dhabi Traffic Department

at the Traffic and Patrols Directorate, 
Abu Dhabi Police

Cycling is a great 
form of stress 

release and almost 
meditation 
when you’re 
having a long 
ride on your 
own

PAUL CHEETHAM
UAE-based international racing cyclist 
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workout for the heart, brain, and blood 

vessels and releases endorphins, the 

body’s feel-good chemicals.

Muscle power: Cycling uses a number 

of muscles. The downstroke of pedalling 

utilises the gluteus muscles in the 

buttocks, the quadriceps in the thighs, and 

the gastrocnemius and soleus muscles in 

the calves. The backstroke, upstroke, and 

overstroke use the hamstrings in the back 

of the thighs and the flexor muscles in the 

front of the hips. Then, there’s use of the 

abdominal muscles to balance and stay 

upright, and the arm and shoulder muscles 

to hold the handlebars and steer.

Better posture: The after-effects of 

cycling is not only bronzed legs but also 

better balance and endurance. Pushing on 

pedals counts as a resistance activity. The 

act of pedalling involves pulling on the 

muscles, which pull on the bone, with the 

result that bone density increases.

Weight loss: According to the Harvard 

Medical School in the United States, 

cycling at 12-13.9mph (19-22kmph) could 

help a 125 pound (57kg) person lose 240 

calories, a 155 pound person lose 298 

calories, and a 185 pound person lose 

355 calories in 30 minutes. As you burn 

the calories effortlessly while having fun, 

you’ll find that you sleep better and don’t 

feel guilty about snacking either. “Cycling 

keeps me fit and healthy and I’d go so far 

as to say that I can afford to eat the foods 

I enjoy without worrying about gaining 

weight,” says Cheetham.

Ripple effect: Howison of Revolution 

Cycles says that he has seen potentially 

obese people transform into slim and 

toned racing machines. A by-product is 

that people eat healthier and make other 

lifestyle changes such as going to the 

gym, walking or running. “They make it a 

daily routine to cycle, run with friends and 

have a healthy lifestyle,” he says.

Friendly faces: Being a part of the fitness 

community means a spike in confidence 

and a sense of well-being. Sure, you can 

ride by yourself, but an increasing number 

of cyclists prefer to go out as a group. 

Besides camaraderie, a collective usually 

has better logistical set-up and safety 

measures, with support cars following the 

cyclists for their safety. “Cycling forms a 

strong bond because we share such a 

common passion when you ride a bit daily 

or weekly. You schedule an occasion on a 

morning, Friday or Saturday, and you go 

on a bike ride, and afterwards, you sit back 

and share stories over coffee at a local café 

and talk about 

your trips, plans 

and how you’re 

progressing,” 

says Howison. 

Newcomers 

to the UAE 

can find like-

minded people 

and support 

structures at 

a cycling club. 

Friendships 

made on 

cycling 

expeditions to 

different locations can last a lifetime.

Social leveller: “When you’re riding a 

cycle, you have no idea who you’re next 

to,” says Howison. “It could be a cleaner 

from the bike shop, a coffeemaker from 

your local coffee store, or it could be the 

CEO of a big multi-national company – 

at the end of the day, every single one 

of them is out there pushing the pedal. 

Nobody is getting any preferential support 

in riding and you all have a common 

interest and a common goal to go out 

there and enjoy the bike ride. That brings 

down the barriers of your social and 

financial status,” says Howison. Thus, 

cycling is a social leveller, where one 

works to make their bike go as fast as they 

can, from the start to the finish line.

Easy peasy: Once you master the 

balance, cycling is amongst the easiest 

of sporting activities. “If you look at 

something like golf, it takes you many, 

many years to become just an average 

golfer. Cycling [skill] comes along very 

quickly. If you put in the dedication, it’s one 

sport where you’ll see, week after week, 

your performance and fitness improving. 

Rugby players are taking up [cycling] 

because of the injury they’ve done to their 

body for years. They need a sport that’s 

virtually impact-free and cycling is a great 

sport for them,” says Howison.

Sharper mind: A study conducted 

by researchers in a Western country, 

involving 260 pupils of a public school, 

discovered that physical fitness had a 

positive effect on their academic results, 

especially in math and reading. This was 

especially true for aerobic exercises such 

as cycling. A number of other studies 

indicate that cycling is amongst the fitness 

activities that can help elderly patients of 

Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s diseases. 

Youthful appearance: Research 

conducted by an institute that studies 

ageing in a Western country found that 

cycling had anti-ageing properties and 

also revived the immune system. The 

respondents were 125 amateur cyclists 

between the ages of 55 and 79 years 

as well as healthy people (non-cyclists) 

of all ages. The study found that cyclists 

maintained their muscle mass and strength 

over the years while their body fat and 

cholesterol levels remained stable. The 

testosterone level of men remained high. 

So, if you take up a sport such as cycling, 

you may not become frail with age and live 

healthier and longer.

POLICIES FOR WHEELS

Abu Dhabi boasts an array of cycling 

tracks from the 12km one at the Corniche 

to the Al Wathba Cycling  Track and Yas 

Marina Circuit, a Formula 1 track. The 

Roads and Transport Authority (RTA) of 

Dubai had constructed 250km of cycle 

tracks till January 2018 and plans to have 

500km by 2021. Mattar Al Tayer, Director 

General and Chairman of the Board of 

Executive Directors of RTA, says, “We 

aim to provide residential districts with an 

infrastructure that encourages residents 

to practise sports, as it has immense 

health benefits for people. The project is 

part of a master plan developed by RTA 

to provide dedicated cycling and running 

tracks covering the entire emirate that can 

be used as environment-friendly mobility 

means for cycling enthusiasts. We see 

that, in advanced countries, there is a 

focus on raising the proportion of trips 

made by walking and cycling.”

Dubai-based developer Nakheel is 

investing Dhs150 million to add 105km of 

cycling tracks in several of its communities 

in Dubai. The Sharjah Waterfront Bicycling 

and Jogging Path project to link three 

emirates – Ajman, Sharjah, Dubai – by 

a 27km bicycle and jogging path was 

launched by the Sharjah Urban Planning 

Council in 2017. 

If you haven’t had your first bike ride yet, 

it’s never too late to start, and in the UAE, 

now’s the time.

PUBLIC HEALTH

Nobody is getting 
any preferential 

support in riding and 
you all have a common 
interest and a common 
goal to go out there and 
enjoy the bike ride. That 
brings down the barriers 
of your social 
and financial 
status

STEWART HOWISON
Managing Partner, Revolution Cycles, Dubai

HOW TO
CYCLE WELL

Don’t do it if your doctor 
does not permit. If you have 

osteoporosis, a chronic heart 
disease or a recent fracture, your 
doctor may be wary of putting you 
on the cycle.

Get the gear, because cycling 
needs more than a cycle. 

Invest in a good helmet, elbow and 
knee pads as well as costumes 
that wick away moisture. Cycling 
clothes are usually fluorescent so 
that you will be visible to drivers. 
Choose proper cycling shorts to 
prevent chaffing.

Looks matter less than comfort 
when selecting your cycle. 

There is no alternative to visiting a 
cycle store and trying out different 
models for comfort. Ensure that the 
saddle is wide enough to support 
your bones.

Ensure that others on the road 
or trail can see you. Place a 

white front light and back red light 
and set a reflective backlight to 
alert drivers or pedestrians. Avoid 
riding bikes in roads full of traffic 
or in dimly-lit neighbourhoods.

Stick to the designated road 
or track and ride with caution 

in pedestrian areas. Use the tracks 
designated for bikes in parks and 
stay away from crowded areas. Do 
not to carry weights that affect the 
balance of the biker.

Ride responsibly. A lot 
of accidents take place 

because a cyclist wants to cut 
through undesignated areas. 
Keep your bike well-serviced and 
clean so that it works efficiently 
when you ride.

The Traffic Department at the 
Traffic and Patrols Directorate, 
Abu Dhabi Police, issued the 
following safety precautions for 
cyclists:

1

2

3

4

5

6

Lanes across the UAE only designation for bicycle riders
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STAY INFORMED

Identify the injury

Dial 999 and report the injury and address

Stay with the victim until ambulance arrives at the scene

Check if the victim is conscious

Reassure the victim if he or she is conscious

Take the action of 
moving the victim only 

if their life is at risk, 
to avoid further 
complications

CAPTAIN SAIF JUMA AL KAABI
Head of the Special Tasks and Events Department 
of the Emergency and Public Safety Directorate at 

Abu Dhabi Police

PUBLIC HEALTH

UAE law imposes a penalty of Dhs2,000, vehicle impounding, 

and 23 black points on a cyclist who exposes his or her or 

somebody else’s life to danger.

Captain Saif Juma Al Kaabi, Head of the Special Tasks and 

Events Department of the Emergency and Public Safety 

Directorate at Abu Dhabi Police, tells 999 how to deal with 

injuries until ambulances arrive:

Provide an airway

Check if there is any bleeding

Prevent crowding at the scene

Take the action of moving the victim 

only if their life is at risk, to avoid further 

complications

“Even with racing, you can start small, 

with a 5km ride, and the week after, 

you feel like you can do 10km and 15 

km. Within two or three months, people 

often do 80-90km and enjoy the feeling 

of accomplishment.

“It’s important to know what you 

want out of the sport. If you want 

to be a commuter to go around the 

neighbourhood and have no intention 

of taking part in bike races, maybe 

you should get a hybrid bike. If you’re 

going to be using the bike off-road and 

riding in the desert, buying a gravel or 

mountain bike is a great idea. If you’re 

looking for group rides with friends on 

the cycle track around Abu Dhabi and 

Dubai, then look at a road racing bike.

“You don’t have to spend a lot in order 

to start cycling. I tell people that they 

can get a Dhs30,000 to Dhs50,000 bike 

and never ride it. If you’re riding a bike 

repeatedly and enjoying it, then that’s 

HOT TIPS FOR BIKING

the best bike for you. I would say, ‘Start off 

small, start with an entry level cycle, and see 

how you can grow from there and enjoy the 

sport.’ You can hire a bike from a bike shop 

and make an informed decision on where 

you want to go with the sport. Don’t jump in 

too rapidly. The sport is for everybody, but 

you need to find what is your passion.”

Thomas Edelman of Road Safety UAE has 

some pointers for cycling on roads both for 

cyclists and motorists.

WATCH OUT FOR:

• If you have to drive on the street, don’t 

drive on the wrong side

• Avoid biking by night and in bad light 

conditions

• Don’t bike on unsafe roads

• Don’t bike in areas where biking is 

prohibited

• Don’t use your mobile phone while riding

• Don’t bike under the influence of banned 

substances

HOW TO DO IT RIGHT

(AS A MOTORIST):

• Bicycle riders are weaker than 

vehicles, hence be respectful and 

polite to them

• Bicycle riders are equal traffic 

participants – obey their rights

• Anticipate moves of bicycle riders 

and don’t cut them off

• Keep a safe distance (from the 

side and from behind)

• Be mindful that you can irritate 

riders with speeding, noise/

honking or your head lights

• Around riders, use your indicators 

and make them know your 

planned moves

• Keep eye contact to riders

• Be extra careful when you see 

kids on bikes

• Carefully open the door of your 

car and watch out for bikers

Stewart Howison of Revolution Cycles has a few words of advice for new riders. He says, “If you want to maintain a 
healthy lifestyle, try 30-45 minutes of easy ride, maybe once or twice a week, to get into biking. Then, as you get fitter, you 
will want to spend more time out on your bike. If you’re starting to see yourself enjoying the sport, you’ll spend two to three 
hours a week on the bike.

ALONG
CAME THE 
TRAILBLAZER
Wolfgang Hohmann, cycling pioneer in the UAE, tells 999 how – and why – the two wheels became his life

Wolfgang Hohmann, known to the cycling community of the 

UAE as Wolfi, was a child when he got on to his first bicycle near 

the Black Forest region of southwest Germany. His inspiration 

was his eldest brother, who was a cycling expert. A mountain 

bike and the forest worked its magic on Wolfi. “It was very 

exciting to ride with my brother and our friends. I fell in love with 

it,” he says. By the time he was 16, Wolfi was selling cycles. 

A few years later, he came to UAE on a holiday, and saw almost 

no cycles. What happened next is a trailblazing story that needed 

all the grit, dedication, and sportsmanship that cycling had taught 

Wolfi. His great passion in the sport has also caught the attention 

of international media like BBC Travel. Excerpts from an interview 

with 999:

What prompted you to start a bike shop in the UAE?

I saw that the UAE was growing and Dubai looked full of 

potential. There was a good opportunity to start a small business to 

bring the passion for cycling to this part of the world. Cycling starts 

with somebody who can sell you a bike and help you look after a 

bike. We wanted to be that person. We started with a very small 

business – only myself, a friend, and my wife – in 2002.

Why were you confident that cycling would become popular 

in the UAE?

I love cycling. It’s my life. Just moving and exercising makes 

you feel good from the beginning and that’s why so many 

people enjoy cycling so much that they do it all their lives. I was 

confident that, once people in the UAE started cycling, they 

would enjoy it, too.

How was the cycling scene in the UAE in 2002, when you set 

up shop here?

There was nothing in terms of cycling interest. When we came, 

we encouraged more people. It took quite a while, a couple of 

years, before our new idea became a trend. In the beginning, we 

got two people cycling, then four, then eight, then 16, then 32… 

and we were on our way. 

We started making the group, Dubai Roadsters, of cyclists, 

encouraging them to push the body to a certain level. There 

were endorphins getting into their bodies and they would feel 

better.

How did attitudes to cycling change in the UAE?

There was a lot of interest from the government in the UAE, as it 

aimed to become one of the healthiest nations in the world. We’re 

going along with the vision of the wise leadership.

How does cycling help you personally?

I’ve made a lot of friends cycling. Even in the beginning, 

when we started the business in Dubai, there were challenging 

times of course as in any business. After a stressful day, I 

would get out a bike. Being on a bike is something like falling 

asleep – when you’re lying in bed and thinking about the 

day, and the next thing you know is that you’ve woken up in 

the morning, rebooted and refreshed. I would be on the bike, 

thinking about the day, and somehow it would happen that, 

somewhere into my ride, my mind would go on reboot and I 

would be all freshened up. I would come back another person 

– or so my wife says.

What is the average age of people cycling in the UAE?

We have children, from the age of two and three, who start with 

walker bikes. I have friends who are in their eighties, who are 

cycling. As long as you can move, your speed may change but 

you continue to enjoy it. There are a lot of men cycling as well as 

women.
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THE SCOURGE 

DEGREES
OF                

BY HEBA HASHEM

FORGERS HAVE GONE BEYOND HUMANITIES AND BUSINESS 
QUALIFICATIONS AND MOVED INTO ENGINEERING AND MEDICAL 

FIELDS, POSING A GRAVE THREAT TO SOCIETY. AS A TOP DRAW FOR 
SKILLED WORKERS, AUTHORITIES ARE ON HIGH ALERT
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I
t’s hardly a secret that the UAE is – and 

has been for many years now – one 

of the most popular work destinations 

for people with various degrees of 

skills. High levels of safety, good public 

infrastructure and, above all, opportunities 

to get substantial salaries draw jobseekers 

and entrepreneurs from all over the 

world. However, some aspirants try to 

take shortcuts to success by faking their 

educational qualifications and other 

credentials. 

As per recent reports, the country plans 

to implement a new law to regulate the 

employment space and catch those 

trying to lie their way to a good job. The 

law would also crack down on dishonest 

recruiters who push unsuitable candidates 

into the UAE job market in return for large 

sums of money. 

The number of fakes is high enough 

to call for further action to harness the 

already stringent checks in place. Tougher 

measures to weed out deceivers in 

the labour market become even more 

important as the country looks to boost 

its economy through World Expo 2020. 

In 2018 alone, UAE authorities caught 143 

fake degrees and certificates from foreign 

universities, according to HE Dr Ahmad 

bin Abdullah Humaid Belhoul Al Falasi, 

Minister of State for Higher Education and 

Advanced Skills. He stressed, however, 

that not a single fake degree has been 

accredited by the ministry.

The UAE has a rigorous process to verify 

the authenticity of academic degrees 

and certificates presented by expatriates. 

Through the Ministry of Higher Education, 

the country ensures that cases of potential 

forgery don’t slip through the net.

If a candidate applies for a job and 

presents a degree from outside the UAE, 

they must have it attested in order to be 

hired. The job-seeker must first get the 

document certified from the UAE embassy 

or consulate in their country, which 

contacts the university itself to confirm 

whether or not the student graduated 

from there. Then, they must get it certified 

from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in their 

home country. After these two stamps, and when the person is in the UAE, they must 

have the degree attested from the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs (MoFA). 

“Before accrediting any certificate, the 

ministry asks for stamps from concerned 

parties, for example the embassy of the 

country where the degree was issued, 

and then the officials call the university 

and confirm if the student graduated from 

there before an equalisation process is 

done,” Al Falasi said.

The process is meant to ensure that UAE-

based employers only receive genuine 

degrees and diplomas. Farhan Khan, Senior 

Recruitment Consultant at the multinational 

recruitment agency Hays, told 999, “In 

the UAE, we have a very disciplined 

and stringent procedure to authenticate 

degrees. Before any job, a candidate needs 

to submit three important documents: the 

passport copy, the original degree with the 

attestation, and the visa cancellation if the 

candidate is based in the UAE.”

MBA DEGREES A CONCERN

While government organisations and 

public sector companies in the UAE 

require degrees to be accredited by 

MoFA, some private companies don’t 

request it. That may give a dishonest 

candidate a loophole to exploit.

“This is a challenge that I have 

encountered. There’s a big black market 

for forged degrees and qualifications 

in the world. Not only that, but many 

candidates also fake their employment 

records, so it’s a challenge,” said Nevin 

WORK

Lewis, CEO and Principal Consultant 

of UAE-based Black & Grey HR, in his 

interview with 999.

Lewis, a talent acquisition strategist with 

more than seven years of experience in 

recruitment in the UAE, said that while 

his company carried out due diligence to 

verify the details in CVs, they previously 

used third-party agents to verify academic 

qualifications and employment records. 

“Five out of 10 times, we would find 

something missing,” he said.

“From our end, we try to verify the CV to 

the best possible extent by going through 

referrals and references. What we also 

do in terms of due diligence is to ask job-

seekers to sign a document saying that 

if we encounter fake qualifications, we 

will lodge a police complaint. It’s an effort 

to make them feel responsible, because 

sometimes you can’t verify things 100 per 

cent,” he added.

The problem is particularly prevalent in 

middle management positions and MBA 

qualifications, according to recruitment 

firms interviewed by 999. Senior roles 

tend to be filled by those who are 

recruited due to their experience and 

reputation; these are also roles with 

lucrative salaries. Given the high cost of 

an MBA course from a good university, 

dishonest candidates often fall back on 

online degree mills offering “affordable 

MBA degrees” from scam universities.

Lewis said, “If you look at the black 

market for fake certificates globally, it’s 

huge, especially when it comes to MBA 

degrees. The recruiter must do their 

due diligence in terms of understanding 

whether or not the university exists and 

how credible it is.”

Communicating with the previous 

employer is one way to check a candidate’s 

credentials. “We usually get a certificate of 

good conduct from the previous employer, 

and we would ask the candidate to provide 

references. We would also ask for their 

LinkedIn profile and get the direct landline 

number of the organisation where he’s 

employed. So, we try to get as many details 

as possible,” explained Khan, who has five 

years of recruitment and HR consulting 

experience in the UAE.

IT’S A GLOBAL PHENOMENON

The impact of fake academic degrees can 

be very negative not just for the employers 

but also for economies, undermining fair 

competition and development. 

What’s more, the phenomenon is 

widespread and the black market for 

forged qualifications across the globe is 

thriving, generating an estimated Dhs3.7 

billion every year, according to the 

Emirates Centre for Strategic Studies and 

Research (ECSSR). 

While fake business management 

Before accrediting 
any certificate, the 

ministry asks for stamps 
from concerned parties, 
for example the embassy 
of the country where the 
degree was issued, and 
then the officials call the 

university 
and confirm 
if the 
student 
graduated 
from there 

HE DR AHMAD BIN ABDULLAH 

HUMAID BELHOUL AL FALASI  
Minister of State for Higher Education and 

Advanced Skills

Before any job, a 
candidate needs to 

submit three important 
documents: the passport 
copy, the original degree 
with the attestation, 

and the visa 
cancellation 
if the 
candidate 
is based in 
the UAE

FARHAN KHAN  
Senior Recruitment Consultant at Hays 

Five out of 10 times, 
we would find 

something missing. From 
our end, we try to verify 
the CV to the best possible 
extent by going through 

referrals and 
references

NEVIN LEWIS  
CEO and Principal Consultant of

Black & Grey HR 

The phenomenon is 
widespread and the 

black market for forged 
qualifications across 
the globe is thriving, 
generating an estimated 
Dhs3.7 billion every year, 
according to the Emirates 
Centre for Strategic 
Studies and Research
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Despite the large 
number of fake 

degrees that have 
recently been detected 
in GCC countries, this, 
unfortunately, represents 
only the tip of the iceberg. 
The majority of illegitimate 
degrees 
are still 
undetected 
and that’s 
a source of 
danger

Submitting false 
certificates, or 

tampering them to 
understate or exaggerate 
facts, is a moral crime in 
the UAE and you can never 
get away with it even if an 

HR fails to see 
through your 
lies

PROF. JAMAL SANAD

AL SUWAIDI 
Director General of Emirates Centre for Strategic 

Studies and Research

MILAN SHAREEF 
Legal researcher at the Community Police 

Department at Abu Dhabi Police

Currently, people caught faking 
certificates can face up to three 
years in prison under UAE criminal 
law. However, the novelty of this 
phenomenon, the diversity of 
its variations and wide range of 
consequences have prompted 
authorities to look at putting in 
place specific laws that deal with 
fake degrees as opposed to fraud/ 
forgery/ misrepresentation in 
general, according to Dubai-based 
law firm Al Tamimi & Co.

Indeed, a new, tougher law is now 
being proposed, which would not 
only target dishonest job-seekers 
but also rogue recruiters and 
employers who knowingly accept 
fake degrees and other certificates.

KNOW THE LAW 

degrees are highly undesirable and 

potentially loss-making for the employer, 

fake degrees in other fields can be 

outright injurious to one’s health. In the 

UAE, the Dubai Criminal Court recently 

found a female foreign national guilty of 

practising dermatology using a forged 

medical degree. She was sentenced to 

a six-month jail term, to be followed by 

deportation. She was also ordered to pay 

a Dhs200,000 fine.

The problem extends to other countries 

in the region. In Kuwait, the public 

was shocked to learn that there was a 

considerable number of fake degree-

holders. In Bahrain, an investigation into 

fake degrees was launched after a scam 

hit the country regarding recruitments and 

promotions by private sector companies.

A Saudi Arabia campaign launched in 

2018, in order to bust bogus degrees 

in coordination with universities around 

the world, discovered more than 3,000 

engineers working in the country with fake 

and forged credentials. The campaign 

found 2,288 certificates to be fake and 712 

others forged. All the fake degrees were 

issued abroad, and most were being used 

by expats.

In 2015, a major scam was exposed by 

The New York Times involving a company 

in an Asian country that had sold thousands 

of diplomas of non-existent universities 

through a complex web of 370 websites, 

including school sites, fake accreditation 

bodies, recruitment agencies, schools, and 

even a law firm. The most alarming fact 

was that the company sold aeronautical 

engineering degrees to airline employees, 

medical degrees to hospital workers, 

engineering degrees to construction 

site workers, and law degrees to college 

dropout students. It was generating millions 

of dollars every month. According to the 

report, more than 3,000 people in the 

Middle East purchased degrees from bogus 

universities through this company.

According to Prof. Jamal Sanad Al 

Suwaidi, Director General of ECSSR, the 

most striking aspect of this educational 

fraud was that it isn’t limited to the 

humanities and social science disciplines, 

but extended to medical and engineering 

specialisations, where forgery should be 

more difficult because the practical side 

of study was more significant. He said, 

“Despite the large number of fake degrees 

that have recently been detected in GCC 

countries, this, unfortunately, represents 

only the tip of the iceberg. The majority of 

illegitimate degrees are still undetected 

the certificate may be difficult to confirm. 

Digital technology could be a solution, he 

said.

“In the future, what could solve this 

problem is digital certificates. They cannot 

be doctored,” claimed Lewis. “At the 

same time, something on the blockchain 

system, which can’t be tampered and 

has a centralised database, would work. 

Blockchain-based digital certification 

could be a solution. But, as long as we 

have physical certificates, I don’t see 

this problem going away. I’ve travelled 

to various parts of the world to recruit, 

and each time, I’ve encountered fake 

certificates.”

Singapore was at the forefront of 

this movement, he said, as it had a 

good number of agencies that were on 

blockchain. “It guarantees more security 

in the long run. Digital certificates on 

blockchain can’t be tampered or altered; 

it’s like a public ledger. This would bring 

transparency and traceability to the 

certification process. All certificates would 

be in a single location, easily accessible by 

those who have access to the system.”

Times are also changing, and with the 

power of the Internet, it’s becoming easier 

to identify fake universities with a simple 

online search. As Khan explained, “Back in 

the day, in the early 2000s or late 1990s, 

there were some cases of fake degrees 

because they were easily available 

and there were no proper channels to 

authenticate them. 

“Nowadays, you can go to the websites 

of universities and find the name of the 

candidate. That’s one of the easier ways to 

find out whether their degree is genuine. 

Twenty years ago, we used to get our 

results by post; today, you can type in a 

name or ID number from the degree and 

find results. Because of that, people are 

very cautious; they know it’s not as easy to 

escape in this digital age.”

Go to the websites 
of universities and 

find the name of the 
candidate. That’s one of 
the easier ways to find 
out whether their degree 
is genuine

EMPLOYERS’ 
CONSIDERATIONS

Employers are at high risk when it comes to damage 

indirectly caused by fake degrees, as they can be 

liable for an employee’s actions in the course of their 

employment, according to Ivor McGettigan, Senior 

Associate at the law firm Al Tamimi & Co. 

It is, thus, imperative for employers to carry out 

background checks prior to starting the employment 

process, in order to establish the candidate’s 

credentials. If you’re in the process of recruiting 

candidates:

Do your homework by checking their online 

presence and across social networking sites such 

as LinkedIn and Facebook.

To check whether a degree is authentic, start by 

searching the university online and make sure it 

exists through student reviews and social media 

presence. Google the address of the university 

and call to verify the location. Also, look for a 

handwritten signature, as fake degrees usually 

contain printed signatures. 

If the university is within the UAE, 

check whether it is included in the 

list of licensed institutions on the 

Ministry of Education website. 

Do a competency-based 

interview; it can go a 

long way in alerting you 

to what may be a falsified 

qualification. Use the 

interview process to look for 

depth of knowledge across the 

applicant’s field. 

Have the patience not to appoint 

straight away. Even if someone 

ticks all the boxes, take your time 

to do your due diligence and vet 

qualifications. If you are still in 

doubt, don’t hire the person. 

WORK

and that’s a source of danger.”

Milan Shareef, a legal researcher at the 

Community Police Department at Abu 

Dhabi Police, said that most complaints 

lodged by authorities were cases involving 

employees aspiring to raise their positions, 

salaries and benefits. A simple reference 

check or cross-check, she said, had 

given their game away. She warned that 

police departments in coordination with 

the concerned government authorities 

have boosted their efforts to combat the 

scourge. “The certification equivalency 

system in the UAE enables institutions 

to ascertain the level of academic 

competencies of people. Submitting 

false certificates, or tampering them to 

understate or exaggerate facts (e.g. age, 

educational attainment, etc), in order to 

obtain employment or acquire a higher 

position is a moral crime and you can 

never get away with it even if an HR fails 

to see through your lies. Concerned 

government authorities in the UAE have 

a streamlined system to verify your 

credentials,” Shareef told 999.

BLOCKCHAIN-BASED SOLUTION

According to senior recruiter Lewis 

of Black & Grey HR, because physical 

certificates were not tamper-proof, they 

could be forged. Additionally, although a 

university may exist, the authenticity of 
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BY ROOPA RAVEENDRAN-MENON

THE WORLD FACES A CHALLENGE: HOW TO FEED A GROWING 
POPULATION WITHOUT HURTING NATURE? THE ANSWER IS IN 
THE LATEST SUSTAINABLE AGRO-TECHNIQUES THAT OPTIMISE 

RESOURCE USE AND MINIMISE EMISSIONS. HERE’S A LOOK AT THIS 
BUSY AREA IN THE UAE

DEVELOPMENT

FEEDING
THE FUTURE

MARCH 2020
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AT A GLANCE

35%
Target decrease 

of the National 

Food Security 

Strategy in the 

consumption of 

unhealthy food 

elements by 2021

15%
Target decrease 

of the National 

Food Security 

Strategy in food 

loss and wastage 

by 2021

30%
A key objective 

of the UAE 

government in 

terms of yield 

improvement by 

2021 through 

the use of 

agricultural 

technology

53%
Percentage 

increase of 

organic farms in 

the UAE between 

the second half of 

2018 and the first 

half of 2019

90%
Percentage 

increase in the 

number of farm 

products UAE 

between the 

second half of 

2018 and the first 

half of 2019—from 

approximately 

1,240 products to 

2,356 

T
he UAE has always been invested 

in promoting sustainable growth 

and development. Indeed, the 

UN Sustainable Development Goals are 

amongst the key pillars of UAE’s Vision 

2021. This attention to nurturing the 

environment alongside modernising the 

country has been the legacy of the late 

His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 

Nahyan, the founding father, who launched 

the country’s National Environment Day to 

be observed every year on February 4.

In 2020, the day saw a reiteration of this 

commitment from President His Highness 

Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan. 

Renewing the country’s strategic and 

ethical commitment to preserving the 

national resources, His Highness stressed 

that this could be achieved by building on 

the previous milestones and multiplying 

the country’s efforts to achieve the 

sustainable development goals.

His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan announced this year’s 

celebrations theme ‘Nature-based 

Solutions’, asserting the need for future-

ready plans and strategies in this area. 

This emphasis on sustainability not only 

upholds the government’s commitment 

but also encourages all organisations 

that are contributing to food sustainability 

through innovative practices in agriculture 

and aquaculture.

CHANGES IN AGRICULTURE

Agriculture is one of the oldest activities 

of humankind. In the UAE, the sector 

developed rapidly since 1971, the year of 

the unification of the emirates, and soon 

became an economic activity powered 

by the latest technologies. Under the 

visionary leadership of Sheikh Zayed, 

the country invested in modern irrigation 

systems and the number of organic farms 

increased. Today, there’s a transformation 

taking place across the country’s 

agricultural sector.

According to data from the Emirates 

Authority for Standardisation and 

Metrology (ESMA), the number of organic 

farms in the country increased by 53 per 

cent between the last half of 2018 and 

the first half of 2019. The number of farm 

products also has risen sharply, from 

approximately 1,240 products to 2,356 

during the same period, an increase of 

around 90 per cent.

‘AG’CELERATED EFFORTS

In these times of rapid climate change, 

agricultural science and technology 

need to be used wisely for better food 

security and a smaller carbon footprint. 

That’s what the UAE is focusing on. A key 

objective is to generate a 30 per cent 

yield improvement by 2021 through the 

use of agricultural technology, or ‘AgTech’, 

for food production.

HE Mariam bint Mohammed Saeed 

Hareb Almheiri, UAE Minister of State 

for Food Security, discussed developing 

a Government Accelerator project for 

agriculture that included the creation 

of a unified AgTech licence, a national 

sustainable agriculture label, building 

codes for controlled environment 

agriculture, and a food security database 

for potential AgTech investors that would 

include statistics on inputs, national 

food production, and the environment. 

She underscored, “The UAE is already 

home to commercial greenhouses that 

are using 70 per cent fewer resources to 

yield 10 times more food than an outdoor 

site. There is an aquaculture industry that 

is cultivating shrimp and plants under 

controlled conditions with an objective to 

develop the sector 10 times by the year 

2021. Also, there is the world’s largest 

vertical farm that’s providing greens for 

select in-flight catering.”

The goals outlined by the minister were 

reiterated by the Abu Dhabi Food Control 

Authority, which indicated its plan to select 

the latest technology to grow crops locally 

as part of the food security strategy.

Saeed Al Bahari Salem Al Ameri, 

Director of the Abu Dhabi Food Control 

Authority (ADFCA), emphasised that the 

organisation was keen to invest in future 

technologies and create innovative 

and sustainable solutions to overcome 

environmental and climate challenges. 

The main objective of identifying the 

best technologies and the most suitable 

agricultural methods for the local 

environment and local farmers and 

private sector companies was to achieve 

sustainability in these areas, he added.

VERTICAL FARMING 

Most us think of farms as wide, horizontal 

lands, with only the sky above them, and 

that’s the traditional version. But vertical 

farming can grow food using layers and 

layers of crop beds stacked above each 

other, thus making more efficient use of 

the available space. 

Modern vertical 

farming is a 

practice of 

producing 

local fruits and 

vegetables with 

minimal resources. It’s currently 

increasing the UAE’s harvest-

producing capacity, helping the 

country build a sustainable future. 

This farming practice is based on 

the use of hydroponics, in which 

plants are grown using nutrient 

media instead of soil. This was 

a technique first used in the UAE 

almost 50 years ago and now it’s being 

used by a number of commercial farms. 

Speaking to 999, Mustafa Moiz, Managing 

Director of Unsfarms, explained how the 

organisation incorporated vertical farming 

to grow its produce and how that helped 

them achieve a smaller carbon footprint 

as well as cut food wastage. He said, “We 

grow our produce in an indoor vertical 

farm. We employ the hydroponic technique 

of growing, so we recycle all the water 

consumed. By following this method, we 

are able to save 90 per cent more water 

than traditional farming. By growing locally 

in the heart of the city, we can achieve a 

much smaller carbon footprint as opposed 

to imported produce that has to travel 

thousands of miles to reach the UAE 

DEVELOPMENT

By growing locally in 
the heart of the city, 

we can achieve a much 
smaller carbon footprint 
as opposed to imported 
produce that 
has to travel 
thousands of 
miles to reach 
the UAE

MUSTAFA MOIZ
Managing Director of Unsfarms

The UAE is already 
home to commercial 

greenhouses that are 
using 70 per cent fewer 
resources to 
yield 10 times 
more food 
than an 
outdoor site

HE MARIAM BINT MOHAMMED 

SAEED HAREB ALMHEIRI
UAE Minister of State for Food Security

Modern vertical 
farming is a 

practice of producing 
local fruits and 
vegetables with minimal 
resources and it’s 
currently increasing the 
UAE’s harvest-producing 
capacity

Security And Safety For All

MARCH 2020 45999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALLMARCH 202044 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL

Security And Safety For AllSecurity And Safety For All



DEVELOPMENT

population. We are also able to significantly 

cut down on food wastage as well. Being 

so close to the consumer, we are able to 

directly communicate on requirements and 

quality standards required, this allows us to 

grow exactly as they need and not anything 

in excess.” 

CONTROLLED APPROACH 

Sustainable food production can be 

defined as a way of producing nutritious 

food with minimal environmental impact. 

One such method is controlled environment 

agriculture (CEA). This is the practice of 

growing plants inside a greenhouse or grow 

room. The controlled environment allows 

the cultivator to preserve the appropriate 

light, carbon dioxide, temperature, humidity, 

water, pH levels, and nutrients to yield crops 

year-round.

In many cases, hydroponic growing 

systems are used for controlled 

environment agriculture to guarantee that 

the plants obtain optimal nutrients and 

water needed to produce ample harvest.

The entire CEA procedure makes the 

most of space, labour, water, energy, 

nutrients, and capital to function while still 

producing an abundant yield. In simple 

terms, this means 

using the least 

amount of water 

and having minimal 

carbon dioxide 

emissions.

Kyle Wagner, 

Head of Operations 

of Madar Farms, 

explained how 

the company met 

both these targets: 

water conservation 

and minimal 

emission. He said, 

“Our CEA systems 

use soilless, 

hydroponic, 

vertical growing 

environments. 

By blocking out 

sunlight and all the 

heat that comes 

with it, we can 

grow here year-

round using about 

30 per cent less 

water than even 

the most advanced greenhouses. We’re 

also reducing the CO2 emissions that 

result from importing 90 per cent of fresh 

produce into the UAE.”

LAND-FARMED FISH 

Fish farming has often been publicised 

as an extremely efficient way to produce 

animal protein. 

However, traditional fish farming 

methods come with significant 

environmental drawbacks. Setups like 

open-ocean cages that confine fish in 

suspended netting allow waste to flow 

directly into the environment, along with 

pathogens and parasites. Even open-air 

pond farms have a record of polluting 

water channels. This is why farming fish on 

land can be a more sustainable option.

Discussing the process behind farming 

fish on land, Marcelo Morales, Quality 

Assurance Manager, Fish Farm LLC, said 

that in this system, they isolated fish from 

the environment and removed most of the 

waste from the water using recirculating 

aquaculture systems (RAS), akin to filtration 

systems in a household aquarium. Detailing 

its importance, he said, “RAS enables the 

company to control every element of the 

tank – from the temperature to the food 

supply, the pH [balance], and salinity. Also, 

clean water is continuously recycled and 

filtered, and the waste can be used as 

fertilisers for farmers.” 

Morales said that water in RAS tanks 

flowed through a bubbling container 

called a bio-filter, in which bacteria 

ingested fish urine and converted it into a 

form of nitrogen that was safe for the fish 

and the environment, while physical filters 

accumulated fish faeces and leftover food 

that could be stored away and resold as 

compost or raw material for biogas.

BEHAVIOURAL ASPECTS

Technology is one aspect of food 

sustainability; the other is altering people’s 

behaviour. Education and awareness 

about food and nutrition is a significant 

part of the National Food Security 

Strategy, which aims to decrease the 

consumption of unhealthy food elements 

by 35 per cent by 2021. 

Reducing meat and dairy consumption 

can improve the health of our citizens as 

well as the health of our planet. According 

to a 2018 research conducted by T 

Nemecek and J Poore of the University 

of Oxford in UK, reducing meat and dairy 

consumption is the single biggest way 

to reduce an individual’s environmental 

impact on the planet.  

Then, there’s the issue of food waste. 

At present, the UN Food and Agriculture 

Organisation (FAO) estimates that every 

year, around 1.3 billion tonnes of food 

is lost or wasted globally, an amount 

equivalent to over half of the world’s 

annual cereals crop. Achieving a 15 per 

cent cut in food loss and waste by 2021 

is another key element of the National 

Food Security Strategy, and this is an area 

where organisations in the private and 

public sectors need to make an important 

contribution.

It’s essential to bring policymakers, 

industry experts, technology innovators, 

and the public, especially the youth, to 

exchange knowledge and solutions for 

the benefit of everyone. At the recently 

concluded Abu Dhabi Sustainability 

Week, Dr Thani Al Zeyoudi, Minister of 

Climate Change and Environment, stated 

that there would be a dialogue between 

Dubai-based Yana Samir is part of a growing band of UAE residents who have 

taken to gardening and growing plants in their backyard. A committed gardening 

blogger, Yana grows a variety of tomatoes, Asian greens, amongst others, in 

her backyard in Al Warqaa. She is a moderator of DSO Community Farm Group, 

organised by the Dubai Silicon Oasis (DSO) community management. Detailing 

the community, she said, “Currently, there are 537 members. Upon request, 

residents are given free of charge, small plots of land. The plots are available to 

residents to plant a garden from October to May. Irrigation is provided and each 

member manages their own plot.”

Besides contributing to the country’s food sustainability goals in their own way, 

Yana believes that for most people, it’s also “an amazing way for them to connect 

with nature and grow some of their own food”.

Our CEA systems 
use soilless, 

hydroponic, vertical 
growing environments. By 
blocking out sunlight and 
all the heat that comes 
with it, we can 
grow here 
year-round 
using about 
30 per cent 
less water

KYLE WAGNER
Head of Operations of Madar Farms

LITTLE DROPS
MAKE A MIGHTY OCEAN 

experts on waste management operations 

and how technology could be employed 

to reduce the amount of carbon dioxide 

emissions from waste. He said, “The 

solution is to think along the lines of 

harnessing waste CO2 for the better.”

JUST THE BEGINNING 

The demand for locally grown food is 

rising. Organisations like Madar Farms, 

Fish Farm, and Unsfarms believe that while 

sustainable practices are crucial to meet 

food and security challenges in the UAE 

and the GCC region, it’s equally important 

to educate people about the benefits of 

buying local and eating local. 

Wagner of Madar Farms told 999, “As 

part of our commitment to promote local 

food for local consumption in the UAE, we 

are helping to ensure there’s equal access 

for everyone and are responsibly using 

natural resources that will benefit the 

UAE and people in the GCC region. This 

is why we align our work with the UAE 

government’s objectives and work closely 

with the wider industry to help meet the 

demands of food supply.” 

He said they also understand the role 

Madar Farms
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DEVELOPMENT

of raising awareness and helping inform 

people that choosing UAE-grown produce 

is a more sustainable choice than imported 

produce. Wagner added, “Education 

and community engagement are a big 

part of our activities, demonstrated by 

our commitment to creating educational 

programmes or by participating in 

conferences and events. Our Sustainable 

Futures Programme has become a big hit 

amongst school children in the UAE – it 

gives an introduction exploring the ‘how’ 

and the ‘why’ of agriculture technology 

and empowers the next generation with 

the awareness, knowledge and skills to 

create a sustainable future for everyone.”

As for Unsfarms, while promoting locally 

grown food, its focus is on a ‘quality-first’ 

approach. Moiz told 999, “The reason 

we decided to grow in an indoor farm as 

opposed to a greenhouse or open field 

is not only due to the weather constraints 

but also because of the consistently high 

quality produce we can achieve and 

deliver to customers 365 days a year. 

We strive to grow the finest produce 

possible, and if it does not meet our strict 

quality control standards, it does not get 

delivered to customers. The meaning 

of UNS is ‘from the heart’, meaning if 

customers decide to purchase our fine 

selection of kales, lettuces or mustards, it 

will be with the best quality in mind.”  

For Fish Farm, land- farming 

salmon locally is not the only area of 

focus. Bader bin Mubarak, CEO, Fish 

Farm, told 999 that the company was also 

committed to being a key stakeholder in 

government Food Security Accelerators. 

He said that at these forums, the Fish 

Farm team contributed substantially by 

exploring effective practices, bridging 

the gap between production and 

consumption. “We offer advice 

and strategies to 

improve the 

marketing 

of fish products and increase awareness 

about the superior quality of the UAE’s 

agricultural output, amongst others,” he 

said.

A leading 
Global Supplier 
of Steel Pipes
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   The Bridgeway Group, a diversified family business Group, began its journey in the year 1974. 

With its beginnings rooted in mechanical and oilfield supplies trading, the Group has diversified into various consumer

 and industrial sectors over the past 4 decades expanding its portfolio in the Middle East and India. 

The impressive growth of the Group that followed through a concerted effort of investing

 in people and practices, created a business portfolio conspicuously diverse in sectors and geographical 

locations. The Groups interests are spread over business segments that include Shipping & Logistics, 

Engineering & Technology, Real Estate, Trade & Marketing, Health Care and Education.
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COLUMN

THE 
‘BUTTERFLY EFFECT’

Ali Obaid is a veteran Emirati commentator and 
writer on local issues; he currently heads the News 

Centre at Dubai Media Incorporated

The recent development about the corononavirus disease (COVID-19) 
shows us that the world now has become a small village. If that’s the 
case, let’s try to be a good neighbour to one another

A 
popular proverb of Benjamin Franklin that has come 

down in many variations over the centuries says:

“For the want of a nail the shoe was lost,

For the want of a shoe the horse was lost,

For the want of a horse the rider was lost,

For the want of a rider the battle was lost,

For the want of a battle the kingdom was lost,

And all for the want of a horseshoe-nail.”

This proverb represents the concept of the so-called 

“Butterfly Effect”, also known as the “Theory of Chaos”. It tells 

us that a small change or action, like the butterfly fluttering its 

wings, can impact an entire system. In a successive series, 

these actions form a humongous 

outcome in a way that no one might 

expect and reach places far from 

expected. 

The interpreters of this theory 

hypothesise: “The flutter of a butterfly’s 

wings in China may cause floods, 

hurricanes, and thundering winds in the 

most distant places in America, Europe, 

and Africa.”

I was in the United Kingdom when 

people started talking about the new 

strain of coronavirus, which was believed 

to have originated from Wuhan City in 

China. The first thing that had caught my 

attention were the Chinese students in 

the city of Leeds in West Yorkshire who 

were wearing face masks. They’re all 

over the campus, the city’s main roads 

and downtown—which now has become 

a commercial and cultural centre in the 

North English region.  

The manner by which these Chinese students perceived the 

news about the Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19), formerly 

named by the World Health Organisation as novel coronavirus, 

was noteworthy as it has brought two distinct effects. One is 

The Chinese 
diaspora must not 
be a ‘victim’ of the 
“Butterfly Effect”. 
We should never 
subject anyone 
from being avoided 
or feared. That 
does not only show 
being misinformed, 
but outright 
discrimination

positive, given that some of these students have been to 

mainland China. By wearing face masks, they’re trying to allay 

the fears of the residents of the city of Leeds due to 

coronavirus scare. They are taking preventive measures to 

protect other people, since the incubation period is up to 14 

days.

On the other hand, it has negative impact as well. They are 

doing this at the expense of being feared by some people for 

covering their faces with masks. Fortunately, people in Leeds 

are generally mature enough not to act unreasonably like this.

However, the concept of the “Butterfly Effect” does exist 

and its flutter reaches distant countries. It affects our Chinese 

brothers and sisters who bear the brunt 

of being avoided by other people in 

many parts of the globe. Therefore, the 

theory is right. This concept was used in 

many writings and literary works, such as 

the book titled, “The Butterfly’s Burden”, 

by famous Palestinian poet Mahmoud 

Darwish. 

So, if a man sneezed in China today, it 

would reverberate and extend to many 

countries across the world. How we wish 

this could be used not to discriminate 

against one’s nationality. The whole 

world must unite in combatting COVID-19 

instead, as tireless efforts would go a 

long way to reduce the ill effects of the 

disease. 

 For individuals, we also have a 

role to play. The Chinese diaspora must 

not be a ‘victim’ of the “Butterfly Effect”. 

We should never subject anyone from 

being avoided or feared. That does not only show being 

misinformed, but outright discrimination.

This event has indeed shown us that the world now has 

become a small village. If that’s the case, let’s try to be a good 

neighbour to one another.

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior
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WORK

IS THAT JOB
REAL OR
FAKE?
THE RECENT BUSTING OF 

A MULTIMILLION-DIRHAM 

RACKET IN FAKE JOBS 

SHOWS THAT COMING TO THE 

UAE WITH THE RIGHT WORK 

PERMIT TAKES VIGILANCE ON THE 

JOBSEEKER’S PART EVEN AS LAW 

ENFORCEMENT SHUTS DOWN CRIMINALS 

REGULARLY

BY LEX BORBON
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I
t is common knowledge that the 

UAE is a magnet for jobseekers. 

With constant development and 

comprehensive security, the country has 

become increasingly attractive to expat 

over the years. That’s exactly why online 

scammers target this segment, and that’s 

also why the police are very vigilant. In its 

latest achievement, UAE law enforcement 

carried out ‘Operation Fox Hunt’, busting 

a gang of nine who had scammed their 

victims of a whopping Dhs32 million. 

Details of the operation, the arrests, and 

the gang’s modus operandi were released 

in February.

This big gang bust is one of the many 

occasions when UAE law enforcement, 

under the directives and follow-up of 

His Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 

and Minister of Interior, have displayed 

remarkable success in breaking criminal 

rackets. At the same time, the ministry 

and the police general headquarters 

around the country keep working 

on raising awareness amongst the 

population, so that the criminals do not 

find their victims so easily.

Under the UAE law against cyber-

crime, the punishment for online fraud is 

imprisonment for a period of no less than 

one year and not exceeding three years, 

and a fine of no less than Dhs250,000 

Fraudsters exploit 
the need of 

individuals to find work. 
Easy targets are those 
whose eagerness and 
hope of getting a new job 
overcome the caution 

required to 
check if the 
jobs being 
offered exist 

at all

BRIGADIER DR SALAH

OBAID AL GHOUL
Director General of Community Protection and 

Crime Prevention in the Ministry of Interior

the UAE with fake job opportunities. 

‘Operation Fox Hunt’, led by Dubai Police 

General Headquarters, resulted in the 

arrest of a criminal gang consisting of 

nine people of African nationalities. This 

gang specialised in online fraud at a 

global level, operating through 81 fake 

companies in 18 countries around the 

world. The gang conned people out of 

cash by offering them fake jobs; it made 

financial transfers worth Dhs32 million to a 

number of bank accounts.

During the arrests, the police seized 

several electronic devices that contained 

huge amounts of information about 

people, companies, bank accounts, and 

credit cards, along with files documenting 

fraud and its methods. This was certainly a 

highly organised gang.

By busting the racket, Dubai Police 

prevented the gang from making Dhs64 

million through 1,126 credit cards for which 

they had already stolen vital card details. 

The criminals had also planned to steal 

a staggering Dhs4 billion by targeting 

800,000 e-mails. With all this loot, they 

were going to escape from the UAE – but 

the police got to them first.

This operation was highly appreciated by 

the security leadership. HH Sheikh Saif bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan honoured the members 

of Dubai Police team that carried out the 

WORK

and not exceeding Dhs1 million, or one of 

these two penalties.

BUSTING A GLOBAL RACKET

In the latest successful security 

operation, police netted criminals who 

were conning people within and outside 

If someone offers you a job, 

you should be provided with a 

job offer issued by the Ministry 

of Human Resources and 

Emiratisation (MoHRE). 

The job offer document issued 

by MoHRE must bear the 

signature of the responsible 

manager.

You can check the validity of 

the job offer through the UAE 

embassy in your country, where 

all job offer numbers start with 

the letters ST, followed by 

numerals.

The job offer number can be 

used to verify the legal status 

of the employer via the website 

of MoHRE (Inquiry Services – 

Application Status).

After you sign the job offer, 

the employer will send you 

an electronic entry permit for 

the purpose of work in order 

to enter the country. If you 

have obtained a visa / entry 

permit issued by the emirate 

of Dubai, you can verify its 

validity through the website 

of the General Directorate of 

Residency and Foreigners 

Affairs. As for visas / entry 

permits issued from the 

emirates of Abu Dhabi, Sharjah, 

Ajman, Umm Al Quwain, Ras Al 

Khaimah, and Fujairah, you can 

check their validity through 

the eChannels platform of the 

Federal Authority for Identity 

and Citizenship.

The sponsor (the employer) 

is responsible for paying all 

expenses of the recruitment 

process under the UAE labour 

law.

If you have any enquiries 

regarding work and 

employment contracts in the 

UAE, you can contact MoHRE 

at 0097168027666, or e-mail 

at ask@mohre.gov.ae, or 

through the instant messaging 

service.

There’s no such thing called a 

“free work visa” that enables 

you to work in any company. 

Rather, you are supposed to 

work for your sponsor or the 

employer who issued you the 

visa. 

The residence visa procedures 

cannot be completed for any 

person outside the UAE, as 

the applicant must enter the 

country with a valid entry permit 

and remain in the country until 

the residence visa issuance 

procedures are completed.

JOB OFFER CHECKLIST
The official portal of the UAE government says that 

foreigners who wish to come to the UAE to work should 

follow these tips:

operation. The police team members 

were honoured at the Ministry of Interior 

headquarters in Abu Dhabi, in the presence 

of Lt General Saif Abdullah Al Sha’far, 

Undersecretary of the Ministry of Interior, 

and Major General Abdullah Khalifa Al 

Marri, Commander-in-Chief of Dubai Police.

His Highness Sheikh Saif bin Zayed 

awarded Al Marri and members of the 

security team in recognition of their 

accomplishment.

EYES EVERYWHERE

Speaking of how the UAE authorities 

arrested these criminals, Brigadier Dr 

Salah Obaid Al Ghoul, Director General 

of Community Protection and Crime 

Prevention in the Ministry of Interior, 

stressed that, “Fraudsters exploit the need 

of individuals to find work. Easy targets 

are those whose eagerness and hope of 

getting a new job overcome the caution 

required to check if the jobs being offered 

exist at all.”

Al Ghoul added that the police 

authorities in the UAE are always vigilant 

about all kinds of crimes, including 

electronic crimes such as fraud through 

The operation that busted a hidden online fraud network deceiving 

victims into transferring money in return for job opportunities that 

turned out to be fake
“FOX HUNT”

DUBAI POLICE
UAE law enforcement 
behind the operation

9
Members of the highly organised transnational criminal syndicate 

specialised in online fraud 

81
The number of fictitious companies in 18 countries used by the gang as 

cover for their modus

DHS32 MILLION
Total amount of financial transfers made to numerous bank accounts of 

the gang

DHS64 MILLION 
Estimated value of cash that could have stolen from 1,126 credit cards of 

other victims if their modus was not foiled

800,000 
The total number of e-mails being targeted by the gang before the 

operation

DHS4 BILLION
Total amount of cash that could have stolen by the gang from the 

vulnerable e-mail accounts

Security And Safety For All

MARCH 2020 55999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALLMARCH 202054 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL

Security And Safety For AllSecurity And Safety For All



fake job offers. The UAE police use 

the most advanced techniques and 

technologies, including electronic patrols 

that roam the Internet space, spotting – 

and blocking – suspicious websites and 

advertisements designed for fraud and 

misinformation, Al Ghoul said. To tackle 

these websites and adverts, the police 

work with the competent authorities in 

the UAE.

When an online crime racket originated 

from, or extended to, a territory beyond 

the UAE, the police work in cooperation 

with the International Criminal Police 

Organization, aka Interpol, and security 

agencies in various countries.

On the evolving methods of cyber-

criminals, Al Ghoul pointed out that 

individuals who had mastered various 

forms of crimes are present in all 

societies. He said, “Technology and 

social media had given criminals access 

to the largest possible section of 

potential victims.”

About fraudsters dangling fake job 

offers, Al Ghoul emphasised that these 

criminals use fake websites, social media 

pages, malware, viruses, and misleading 

messages via e-mail faking the identities of 

trusted brands, in order to steal personal 

information of people such as user names, 

passwords, and credit card numbers, 

claiming that the hiring would follow soon.

COMPLEX INVESTIGATION

Combating cyber-crimes takes a law 

enforcement network as complex as the 

worldwide web itself. It takes coordination 

amongst the security departments 

under the Ministry of Interior, the police 

departments concerned with online crimes, 

the Federal Police General Administration, 

the General Authority for Preventive 

Security, the General Administration of 

Electronic Services and Communications, 

as well as other relevant public 

departments in the Ministry of Interior.

Internet patrols operate round the clock by 

the directorates and departments of criminal 

investigations in order to monitor websites 

and social media platforms making fake job 

offers, amongst other crimes.

As soon as a crime is spotted, the 

police contact the Telecommunications 

Regulatory Authority in the UAE to shut 

down the fake pages and websites if 

they are found within the country. For 

similar websites originating from another 

country, the police and the Public 

Prosecution pursue an international arrest 

by asking Interpol to assist.

When an online crime 
racket originated from, 

or extended to, a territory 
beyond the UAE, the police 
work through cooperation 
with the International 
Criminal Police Organization, 
aka Interpol, and security 
agencies in various countries

COLUMN

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

I
n the past year, I participated in a panel discussion 

organised by the Ministry of Interior in cooperation with the 

Diwan of the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi. The panel 

discussed community volunteerism and its impact on 

individuals and societies. The session was held in a 

neighbourhood council, to which specialists in various fields 

are called to discuss national and social issues. In addition, 

such councils draw Emiratis on various occasions, as well as 

many residents of these neighbourhoods.

Such gatherings are government 

initiatives that began in the emirate of 

Sharjah, then Abu Dhabi, and finally 

Dubai, where His Highness Sheikh 

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice 

President and Prime Minister of the UAE 

and Ruler of Dubai, directed the setting 

up of neighbourhood councils to be a 

gathering place for Emiratis and a place to 

organise community activities. These are 

managed by elderly Emiratis and wise 

men who have enough experience to 

raise proposals regarding activities and 

initiatives that contribute to improving the 

quality of life in their areas.

The establishment of these councils by the rulers has 

appealed to all Emiratis. The life we live now, with its social 

and economic changes, means a lower level of communication 

between neighbours despite the very short physical distance 

between them. The councils revived our social relations.

The concept of councils is not new to Emiratis. Councils 

started before the Union, and they are considered a social 

norm. This culture was adopted by the rulers in their own 

councils, where they used to meet Emiratis and listen to their 

views on various matters related to the community.

Their presence makes the UAE society unique. They remind 

me of a speech delivered by HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 

at the University of Berlin in 2015, when he said, “You think you 

have democracy and we do not. We also have democracy – we 

NEIGHBOURHOOD COUNCILS
Maysa Rashed Ghadeer is a 

prominent UAE writer interested in 
local affairs and a former member of 

the Federal National Council (FNC)

have what is called ‘Majlis’. Let me explain what the Majlis is. 

The Majlis is the place where leaders and wise men meet, to 

discuss all matters and what the government should do and 

what it should not do.

“I witnessed the establishment of the United Arab Emirates 

by my father and the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, 

the UAE founding father. They were discussing what can be 

done when it comes to the different laws between the 

emirates. They were discussing the 

distribution of wealth and many other 

matters, until they reached an 

agreement and the Union was 

formed. So, we have democracy. You 

cannot convince me to wear your suit 

in the UAE, and I cannot persuade 

you to wear my clothes in Berlin. We 

have democracy, and we have a free 

nation and people who can say what 

they want and do what they want, 

provided that they do not harm 

anyone.”

The councils at that time were 

similar to the parliament, which 

embodied the aspirations of the 

people before the emergence of government institutions. 

These councils have formed a distinct approach for the UAE, 

an approach that is similar to democracy as it is in its simplest 

form: an approach based on dialogue and exchange of 

perspectives.

This makes us responsible for attending council activities 

along with our family members to deepen personal 

communication, especially to offset the virtual communication 

on social media that does nothing to foster closer ties amongst 

people.

These gatherings can be a great investment in our society. 

Being there is the least we can offer without expecting 

something in return. This a way for us to participate in our 

society’s distinct way of flourishing dialogue and discourse.

The UAE has for long provided a space for people to come together and 
talk about things that matter. It’s up to all of us to participate and further 
strengthen this tradition

We have democracy, 
and we have a free 
nation and people 
who can say what 
they want and do 
what they want, 
provided that they 
do not harm anyone

WORK

As regards for advice to jobseekers, the Ministry of Interior reminds them to 

deal only with reliable recruitment companies that carry a commercial licence 

from the concerned authorities in the UAE and have a genuine commercial 

track record. This can be confirmed by contacting the concerned authorities 

that issue such licences, e.g. the economic departments in the seven 

emirates or the Ministry of Human Resources and Emiratisation. Here are 

other tips from the Ministry: 

• Always keep in mind that online rackets exist and be on your guard.

• Do not rush to pay the money that someone wants in exchange for job 

opportunity leads, even if what they have asked for is a small amount. 

• Before paying anything, ensure that the institutions or companies that 

supposedly have suitable jobs for you are genuine.

• Do not store bank account and credit card numbers and passwords in 

your mobile phone or computer that you use to communicate with the 

agency offering the job opportunities. This is a precaution against hacking 

in case the agency turns out to be fake.

• Seek the assistance of institutions and companies with specialists and 

consultants in electronic protection, so that you do not become a victim.

YOU CAN TAKE CARE
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BY GREG MILES

TRAFFIC FATALITY NUMBERS HAVE DROPPED 
IN THE UAE, BUT MANY AVOIDABLE DEATHS 

STILL OCCUR. TO MAKE THE ROADS 
SAFER, THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR IS 
LAUNCHING A UNIFIED AWARENESS 

CAMPAIGN THIS MONTH

TRAFFIC

DRIVE RIGHT, 
LIVE LONG

MARCH 2020
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T
he UAE is now less than 24 months 

away from achieving the targets 

of its Vision 2021. One of the 

most important elements of this national 

strategy is to bring down the rate of 

deaths from traffic accidents. Federally 

and locally, all the emirates have seen 

the implementation of various measures 

– based on both penalty and reward 

– to bring about a behavioural change 

amongst motorists and pedestrians, aside 

from enhancing road infrastructure. These 

have yielded significant results. As per 

the latest data released by the Ministry 

of Interior (MoI), the country is now very 

close to reaching its target. To keep up 

the momentum, the ministry is organising 

a traffic awareness campaign this month 

with the theme ‘Your Life Is a Trust’.

TRAFFIC

Under the directives and follow-up of His 

Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed 

Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and 

Minister of Interior, the ministry and the 

police general commands across the UAE 

seek to bring down the number of annual 

road fatalities to 3 per 100,000 residents 

by 2021. The recent data point to steady 

progress – the annual road death rate per 

100,000 people decreased from 4.52 in 

2017 to 3.83 in 2018. There were 468 road 

deaths in 2018, compared to 543 road 

deaths in 2017, a drop of 13.8 per cent.

However, the ministry said there are still a 

considerable number of fatalities that could 

be averted if all the road users, especially 

those in motor vehicles, became unfailingly 

law-abiding. The statistics reveal that traffic 

accidents from 2014 to 2018 caused the 

death of 3,123 people – that is almost 2 

fatalities every day – while injuries caused 

by the same accidents stood at 31,829 

cases, approximately 17 injuries every 

day. These numbers again emphasise 

the importance of the public awareness 

campaigns and administrative measures 

taken by the government authorities. 

PINPOINTING RESPONSIBILITY

The Federal Traffic Council at the 

Ministry of Interior has discussed the issue 

of determining legal liability when traffic 

accidents happen between motorists and 

pedestrians, if the latter do not cross from 

designated areas. The Council asked 

the Federal Public Prosecutor to form a 

joint committee with members from the 

police forces and public prosecution to 

develop and unify procedures at the level 

of traffic directorates, traffic departments 

and patrols in the UAE, and determine 

legal responsibility to protect drivers and 

pedestrians in runover accidents.

In addition, in May 2019, the Council 

proposed that by 2021, minibuses should 

not be used as transportation for private 

schools; and by 2023, the minibuses 

should not be used to transport any 

passengers. This proposal, submitted 

to the Ministry of Interior for approval, 

followed the finding that minibuses were 

involved in around 15 per cent of all road 

accidents. At the time of the Council’s 

proposal, some 50,000 minibuses were 

transporting people, including students, 

around the country.

SAFETY STRATEGIES

Major General Expert Engr Mohammed 

Saif Al Zafeen, Chairman of the Federal 

Traffic Council in the Ministry of Interior 

and Assistant Commander-in-Chief for 

Operations in Dubai Police, stressed that, 

“The UAE’s main objective is to maintain 

road safety and reduce the number 

of fatalities, injuries and accidents by 

activating the provisions of traffic laws.” He 

called upon all motorists to abide by traffic 

rules for their own safety.

Brigadier Salem bin Barak Al Dhaheri, 

Deputy Director of the Traffic and Patrols 

Directorate at the Central Operations 

Sector in Abu Dhabi Police, spoke of 

the police force’s keenness to develop 

effective traffic strategies and plans 

that would achieve the desired level of 

safe traffic environment in the emirate. 

Comprehensive awareness campaigns 

addressing the public were part of this 

strategy, he said. 

These campaigns, said the officer, were 

designed to raise awareness, especially 

amongst motorists, educating them on 

positive behaviours and urging them to 

avoid negative behaviours in order to 

maintain public safety.

Al Dhaheri reiterated the keenness of 

Abu Dhabi Police to develop the security 

and traffic system, promote a safety 

culture and traffic awareness, devise 

thoughtful strategies and result-oriented 

solutions, and enhance the community’s 

contribution by attending the councils 

of the Diwan of His Highness the Crown 

Prince of Abu Dhabi and direct meetings 

with the public.

CAUSES OF ACCIDENTS

Brigadier Al Dhaheri emphasized, 

“Sudden swerving of a vehicle is one of the 

most common causes of traffic accidents. 

Other major factors were exceeding speed 

limits, distracted driving (especially through 

the use of mobile phones while driving), 

lack of vehicle maintenance, poor tyre 

health, and failure to leave a safety distance 

between vehicles.”

He strongly warned against exceeding 

The recent data point to 
steady progress – the annual 

road death rate per 100,000 
people decreased from 4.52 in 
2017 to 3.83 in 2018. There were 
468 road deaths in 2018, compared 
to 543 road deaths in 2017, a drop 
of 13.8 per cent

The UAE’s main 
objective is to 

maintain road safety 
and reduce the number 
of fatalities, injuries and 
accidents by activating the 
provisions of 
traffic laws

MAJOR GENERAL EXPERT 

ENGR MOHAMMED SAIF

AL ZAFEEN
Chairman of the Federal Traffic Council in 

the Ministry of Interior

Sudden swerving 
of a vehicle is one 

of the most common 
causes of traffic accidents. 
Other major factors were 
exceeding speed limits, 
distracted driving, lack 
of vehicle 
maintenance, 
poor tyre 
health, and 
failure to 
leave a 
safety 
distance

BRIGADIER SALEM BIN

BARAK AL DHAHERI
Deputy Director of the Traffic and Patrols 

Directorate at the Central Operations Sector 
in Abu Dhabi Police

3 PER 100,000 
The target rate of Ministry of 
Interior to reduce number of 
road fatalities by 2021

13.8 PER CENT
The percentage of decrease in 
death rate between 2017 and 
2018

2
Estimated number of fatalities 
in UAE every day from road 
accidents from 2014-2018

17
Estimated number of injuries 
in UAE daily due to road 
accidents from 2014-2018

3,123 
Total number of fatalities in 
UAE due to road accidents 
from 2014-2018

31,829 
Total number of injuries in UAE 
due to road accidents from 
2014-2018

Source: Ministry of Interior

UAE ROAD ACCIDENTS 
BY THE NUMBERS

A serious traffic accident
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speed limits and thereby confusing other 

motorists and road users, explaining that 

setting speed limits was one of the most 

important measures aimed at reducing 

accidents. Just as important, he said, was 

the red light at traffic intersections, and 

that jumping the red light could cause a 

fatal accident.

The officer stressed upon the need for 

good motoring practices, such as giving 

way to ambulances, civil defence vehicles, 

police patrols, and official parades, helping 

the emergency services to quickly reach 

those awaiting medical help and rescue. He 

urged all drivers to respect the electronic 

‘Stop’ sign displayed by school buses when 

picking up or dropping off students.

Addressing pedestrians, the officer 

drew their attention to the dangers of 

crossing a busy road from undesignated 

areas. Al Dhaheri also called upon 

parents to educate their children to follow 

traffic laws to avoid accidents, and advise 

them against irresponsible – and illegal 

– behaviours such as driving without a 

licence or a licence plate number, and 

modifying cars to make them faster, 

louder and thus disturbing residential 

neighbourhoods.

MARCH 2020 CAMPAIGN

The Ministry of Interior, represented by 

the Federal Traffic Council and the General 

Administration of Traffic Coordination, is 

launching in March 2020 a second unified 

awareness campaign, under the theme 

‘Your Life Is a Trust’, which comes within 

the framework of celebrating the unified 

GCC Traffic Week 2020. 

Under this campaign, traffic events, 

programmes, activities and exhibitions will 

be organised, in order to establish a good 

traffic culture where everyone adheres 

to rules and regulations. Campaign 

participants include directorates of 

traffic departments in the police general 

headquarters, government and private 

authorities concerned with traffic safety, 

and strategic partners of the MoI.

HALF-A-MILLION MARK

On the traffic awareness drives carried 

out by the Traffic and Patrols Directorate in 

Abu Dhabi Police, Major Aisha Muhammad 

Al Zaabi, Head of the Public Relations 

Department in the directorate, stressed 

that about 560,000 people had benefited 

TRAFFIC

The subsequent 
awareness-raising 

programmes addressed 
violations committed by 
about 6,000 motorists 

working in 
eight taxi 
companies in 
Abu Dhabi

MAJOR AISHA MUHAMMAD

AL ZAABI
Head of the Public Relations Department in the 

Traffic and Patrols Directorate at the Central 
Operations Sector in Abu Dhabi Police

from these campaigns, carried out by 

the Traffic and Patrols Directorate in the 

Central Operations Sector in Abu Dhabi 

Police during 2019 in Abu Dhabi, Al Ain, 

and Al Dhafra.

Al Zaabi added that awareness lectures 

were held within a proactive plan aimed at 

reducing violations committed by drivers, 

thereby reducing traffic accidents and 

related deaths and severe injuries. She 

informed that pre-awareness programmes 

were prepared according to statistical 

indicators that targeted young people 

and motorists in government institutions, 

transport companies, workers in the 

construction business, truck drivers, taxi 

A traffic awareness campaign

The Ministry of Interior, 
represented by the 

Federal Traffic Council and 
the General Administration 
of Traffic Coordination, is 
launching in March 2020 a 
second unified awareness 
campaign, under the theme 
‘Your Life Is a Trust’

2021 
Target year of the Ministry of 

Interior to phase out minibuses in 

private schools

2023 
Target year of the Ministry 

of Interior to phases out all 

minibuses as transportation mode

15 PER CENT
Percentage share of minibuses in 

the total number of road accident 

in the UAE

50,000 
The number of minibuses 

currently used for mass 

transportation in the UAE

Source: Federal Traffic Council at the Ministry 

of Interior

MINIBUSES ACCIDENTS 
AT A GLANCE drivers, and students.

“The subsequent awareness-raising 

programmes addressed violations 

committed by about 6,000 motorists 

working in eight taxi companies in Abu 

Dhabi,” said the officer. “These violations 

included sudden parking to take or drop 

passengers, changing lanes or taking turns 

without giving a side signal, exceeding the 

speed limit, and not giving pedestrians 

way to cross.”

“The number of beneficiaries of 

online awareness campaigns rolled 

out by Abu Dhabi Police has reached 

about 29,000 people,” she said. “This 

was part of the police force’s efforts to 

strengthen community partnerships and 

take advantage of the online platforms 

available in government institutions, 

schools and private companies, accessible 

by employees and students.”

The online drive, said Al Zaabi, included 

messages urging the fastening of seat 

belts, lowering speeds, avoid using mobile 

phone while driving, leaving enough 

distance between vehicles, and so on. It 

also included preparing special messages 

for some parties to enhance positive 

communication through innovative 

methods and interactive activities to 

improve the traffic culture.

TARGETS FOR THE YEAR

On the traffic awareness plans for the 

year 2020, Major Al Zaabi spoke of 

the keenness of the Traffic and Patrols 

Directorate in Abu Dhabi Police to achieve 

the best traffic safety standards through 

a strategic partnership with the Security 

Media Department in Abu Dhabi Police. 

This partnership would include publishing 

educational videos, and broadcasting 

realistic videos of traffic accidents, 

highlighting the mistakes made by drivers 

and suggesting ways to avoid them.

These videos, she said, would increase 

awareness amongst various segments of 

society, in implementation of the national 

strategy for road safety, and enhance the 

culture of correct road use by all parties.

Pointing to the importance of diversifying 

the content of awareness programmes 

to suit different groups of drivers, Al 

Zaabi advocated innovative methods of 

communication and interactive activities.
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TIPS & TRIVIA

MASTER
THE ART OF

‘eliminating’
I

n a world of materialistic lifestyle, 

where you’re encouraged to spend 

and own more every day, the concept 

of minimalism is a breath of fresh air. The 

art of simplifying your life — from what 

you own to how you live — is something 

revolutionary to a lot of us. 

Yet, somehow, the idea has been reborn. 

Motivational talks and articles on the web 

have all highlighted what 18th century 

Western artist Hans Hofmann have long 

advocated for: knowing the importance 

of “eliminating the unnecessary so the 

necessary may speak”.

Even streaming devices have started 

to ride on the idea of minimalism. In 

2016, Netflix first introduced the public 

to the concept through Minimalism: A 

Documentary About the Important Things. 

It’s about two people who left their 

meaningless high-paying jobs to travel 

the world and advocate their cause. It 

opened most viewers to the beauty of this 

philosophy, with a lot of people joining the 

cause.

The wave reached its peak with the rise 

of Marie Kondo, a Japanese organising 

expert who has produced best-selling 

books about tidying up. Her TV show on 

Netflix, Tidying Up with Marie Kondo, was 

watched by millions.

Her famous decluttering ideology, the 

KonMari method, includes going through 

your possessions by section — clothing, 

books, paper, household items, and 

sentimental items — and keeping only 

those that “spark joy”. The KonMari 

method, studies showed, helped not only 

organise homes, but also create positive 

psychological benefits for those who have 

practised it.

This is perhaps the reason many are 

doing their best to make minimalism their 

way of life. It’s not for the purpose of vanity, 

it can actually affect mental health in a 

positive way. Practising the art of limiting 

your possessions can lead to a clearer 

thought process, boosted confidence, and 

a general satisfaction with your life. Even 

science has proven its effectiveness.

But to actually practise it is not as easy 

as it looks. So many factors could be at play 

to hinder us from successfully achieving it. 

Emotions could stop us from eliminating 

valued stuff, the social media can trick us 

into giving in to the latest trends, and just 

about every merchandise on every high 

street could scream “buy me”. Minimalism 

is not an easy lifestyle, but taking note of 

some tips could help us get started.
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ALWAYS STICK TO YOUR INTENTION
Learn to ask yourself what it is you really seek in your life. Do you wish 

to be free of the modern mania, from that passion to possess? Minimalism 

is cemented by one’s purpose, and only through constantly putting that 

purpose in your mind can you actually make it near possible to practise it for 

a long time. Know your intention, stick to it, and you will find it just as easy to 

step off the drudgery of consumerism.

EVALUATE YOUR PRIORITIES
Now that you have a clear intention as to why you choose 

minimalism as your way of life, it’s time to reassess your space 

and reflect on the things you truly want to prioritise. One of the 

main reasons people open up to the idea is to be able to master 

promoting things they actually value. Once you put in mind what these 

valuable things are, everything else becomes a blur you can easily remove. 

One thing to do is to simply examine your home for a little while. Observe your attitude towards 

your things and scrutinise everything with an unprejudiced lens. Little by little, you will actually 

see what it is you need to remove. 

SCOUR EVERY AREA OF 

YOUR HOME
Minimalism doesn’t end in your bedroom 

or in your closet. It should be reflected in 

every corner of your home. To live with less 

is to remove a lot, and this means committing 

to decluttering every inch — no matter how 

overwhelming and difficult it may seem. 

Just like what Marie Kondo has taught, as long as 

you don’t care much about them anymore, or they no longer 

spark joy, throw them away now. 

DO TAKE CARE OF THE THINGS YOU CAN’T GET RID OF
The real goal of minimalism is to reintroduce yourself to the items that you truly 

hold dear. Once you have determined what those are, find a place for them and take 

good care of them. If you can’t, then the concept of minimalism will be lost on you. 

Minimalism is about being able to disassociate from your unnecessary material 

possessions, but it’s also about reconnecting and reigniting appreciation for your 

valuables. They are temporary sources of joy, yes, but they are also what makes 

your soul full. And if you’ve found them, then you’ve accomplished what minimalism 

aims to do.

THINK BEFORE YOU SWIPE
Once you have found your intention, and you have successfully 

decluttered your home, the next step is your attitude moving forward. 

That means the ability to be smarter in terms of purchase. Before you 

buy those gorgeous boots, ask yourself twice or thrice: do you really 

need it? Or is it because you saw that it’s on sale? Is it enough reason to 

buy it?

Remember: Assess and evaluate. That’s the key to upholding a 

minimalist lifestyle.

DECLUTTER ON A REGULAR BASIS
The best way to maintain minimalism is to purge regularly — that is assessing 

your belongings on a regular basis. If you fail to do it, chances are, things will 

keep piling up again and before you know it, you’re back where you started. Try 

to declutter your closet, or your kitchen every season or even every month to 

see if some items have become unwanted distractions in your life. Give every 

item to charity, and not only will your life be better, but also the one you’re giving 

your stuff away to.

TIPS & TRIVIA

Some of these terms include “A.B.C. Art”, “Reductive Art”, 

“Literalism”, “Systematic Painting” and “Art of the Real”. It 

was the term “Minimalism” that had a recall as it perfectly 

described the artists’ minimal use of colours, shapes, 

lines and textures. The term emerged even before 

the 1960s. In 1929, the Ukrainian author David Burlyuk 

wrote: “Minimalism derives its name from the minimum of 

operating means. Minimalist painting is purely realistic — 

the subject being the painting itself.”

MINIMALISM
HAS MANY 

NAMES

Did you know?

Sources: www.coursehero.com 
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ABU DHABI SPOTLIGHT

MARCH WITH SAFETY, MUSCLE UP, AND MELT YOUR HEART 

WITH MUSIC. RISE UP AND FEEL THE MAGIC OF THIS MONTH

COMPILED BY NEIL BIE

 M’s
All the
for March

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

THE BODY 
GEOGRAPHY

Dr Samar Al-Shamsi is an internationally respected artist who is 
renowned for her commissioned portraits of high-profile individuals, including 

the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, UAE President His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, US President Barack Obama, and others.

It is defined as the state of bodily appearance expressed 
through internal behaviour appearing on the external 
body

COLUMN

comic, and skinny people on the other 

hand are often seen as depressed. This 

also confirms the body geography notion 

as a form of analysis of the behavioural 

bodily appearance. This is where 

actually the body language and body 

U
ndoubtedly, every place has its 

own nature and landforms, 

every creature a language. 

There is more to forms than tiny details 

or spatial limits. Body forms or body 

geography is one analytical view that 

could be proven right or wrong. It does 

not literally mean the body shape. It 

goes way beyond that to depict a 

person’s behaviour through their mime, 

gestures, or even stillness, or through 

the critical eyes of some as a result of a 

habitual or repeat behaviour by more 

than one person in similar 

circumstances. As such a behaviour is 

reflected in one’s appearance, the body 

geography notion is corroborated. 

Apart from what we call the body 

language expressed by looks, anger, 

stress, pride, boasting, joy, sorrow, and 

other various emotions that present 

themselves through the body in 

response to a stimulus, the body 

geography might fall into the same 

category, yet the latter has a pure 

analytical dimension. In old sayings, a 

short man is portrayed as full of wisdom 

or trouble. This means that short people 

It is said as well 
that heavy people 
often have a sense 
of humour and are 
comic, and skinny 
people on the other 
hand are often seen 
as depressed

geography meet: describing a person’s 

behaviour is based on their bodily 

appearance and the common judgment 

in people’s minds. 

Some women or men hold their bodies 

in the ballerina or stand-tall position, as 

if they were siting straight on a desk 

chair while walking. They could be seen 

as either snobbish or proud walkers. 

Women and men who walk with their 

chest high and forward, suggest that 

they have leadership and power traits, 

their bodily appearance radiating their 

inner peace and stability. As the saying 

goes, “What’s bred in the bone will come 

out in the flesh.”

Body language is the meticulous 

description of the body organ and its 

state in response to a stimulus or a 

psychological state caused by social or 

work-related relations and is often 

displayed through anger, joy, pride, 

dignity, challenge, truth, lying, stress and 

other emotional states; body geography 

is called as such since it is defined as 

the state of bodily appearance 

expressed through internal behaviour 

appearing on the external body. 

could be either very wise or very bad. 

It is said as well that heavy people 

often have a sense of humour and are 
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Leaders and advocates of the Animal Transport Association (ATA) from 
around the globe are slated to converge at their annual conference 
this month. Presenters and experts in live animal transportation will 
discuss the latest innovations in the well-being of both domestic and 
wild animals.  

The ATA leaders and planning committee host the annual conference 
for knowledge-sharing and exchange of ideas to help promote humane 
treatment for all mammals, birds, fish and other living creatures.

Where: St. Regis Abu Dhabi
When: March 1-4, 2020
Entry: On request
Contact: info@animaltransportationassociation.org

Recalibrate our safety
ISNR ABU DHABI 2020
Co-organised with the UAE Ministry of Interior, the 
International Exhibition of National Security and Resilience 
(ISNR Abu Dhabi) offers a unique networking platform 
connecting regional government bodies with security solution 
providers from across the globe. The global exhibition brings 
the national and cyber security community under one roof to 
accelerate public-private collaboration.

Nonstop rhythm 
ULTRA MUSIC FESTIVAL

The Ultra Music Festival makes its debut in the Middle 
East, as Ultra Abu Dhabi 2020, with a big line-up featuring: 
Afrojack, Alesso, Cirez D, DJ Snake, Eric Prydz, KSHMR, 
Luciano, Nicky Romero, Major Lazer, The Return of Dash 
Berlin, Zedd, Sasha & John Digweed, Eats Everything, and 
Nic Fanciulli. This two-day event is the highlight of Abu Dhabi 
Music Week, a 14-day music and dance festival from March 1 
to March 14.

Masterful orchestra
THE CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA WITH SIR SIMON 
KEENLYSIDE

ABU DHABI SPOTLIGHT
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MUSIC FESTIVALS

Three dedicated conferences on national cyber security, national 
resilience, and future of policing will deep-dive into challenges and 
explore new technologies and best practices to avert the ever-
growing threats they are facing. 

Where: Abu Dhabi National Exhibition Centre
When: March 17-19, 2020
Entry: Free, registration required
Website: www.isnrabudhabi.com

Be kinder to your pets
46TH ANNUAL ATA CONFERENCE: GATEWAYS TO THE FUTURE OF ANIMAL TRANSPORT

HH Lt General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of the Interior

Opening performance

Where: du Arena, Yas Island
When: March 5-6, 2020; 4pm-midnight
Tickets: Dhs640 and Dhs780 (on www.ticketmaster.ae)
Contact: Tel: 80086823 (Ultra Abu Dhabi team)

Fall in love with classical music as the internationally renowned 
ensemble, The Cleveland Orchestra, performs a variety of arias, 
including Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 5 in E minor, Opus 64, 
featuring multi-award winner British baritone, Sir Simon Keenlyside.  

With its humble origins in 1918, founded by pianist and 
impresario Adella Prentiss Hughes, The Cleveland Orchestra is 
now regarded as one of the ‘Big Five’ of the American orchestras 
from around the globe. It will present to Abu Dhabi audiences 
more than 100 years of musical innovation and brilliance.

Where: Emirates Palace Auditorium
When: March 31, 2020
Entry: Tickets start from Dhs175
Contact: info@admaf.org

Music for all ages
THE MIDDLE EAST’S ULTIMATE FEEL-GOOD MUSIC FESTIVAL
The Middle East’s Ultimate Feel-Good Music Festival returns this 
month with a bigger and better lineup than ever before. Music lovers 
will be treated to three days of fun showcased under the ‘Abu Dhabi 
Music Week’ event, featuring international headliners on Thursday and 
Friday. The third and final day of the festival will have UAE’s rising stars 
as they duke it out in Club Social’s Indie Band Challenge.  

Club Social 2020 will boast an immersive programme of live music, 
games and activities, food concepts, and entertainment suited for 
music lovers of all ages throughout the three-day event.

Where: Yas Links, Yas Island
When: March 12-14, 2020
Entry: TBA
Contact: 044327844 (Brag Two FZ-LLC)

Rubber burning match
EMIRATES DRIFT CHAMPIONSHIP
UAE fans of high-octane, nitro-speed races will witness the crowning of 
this year’s winner of the Monster Energy Emirates Drift Championship. 
Some of the country’s best drivers went head to head during the first 
two rounds last January and February – with the culminating, decisive 
round to be held at Yas Marina Circuit.

Collaborating with the internationally renowned Formula 1 circuit, this 
marks a first for any global competitive drift series, so spectators of the 
drifting match can expect fast-paced, action-packed exhibitions on the 
road. It will be split into two classes for 2020: Pro-Am and Pro. Pro-Ams 
will feature beginners while the Pro class will showcase a twin-battle 
knockout tournament featuring the country’s best drivers on the tracks. 
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Where: Yas Marina Circuit
When: On till March 21, 2020
Entry: Tickets begin at Dhs25
Contact: 800 927
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Notably known to be located in the same area of the 
birthplace of President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Al Barzah’s Majlis area symbolises 
the country’s thrust for fraternity, cooperation, and unity 
— being the central location where both disputes and 
demands were given appropriate action by the community’s 
council of elders, chieftains, and sheikhs. Have a glimpse 
of this place’s history and significance in the UAE’s heritage 
and cultural background.

Where: Qasr Al Muwaiji, Al Ain
When: On till March 31, 2020 (Tuesdays to Thursdays only)
Entry: Reservation required
Contact: reservations@qasralmuwaiji.ae

Endurance test
ITU WORLD TRIATHLON ABU DHABI
The ITU World Triathlon Abu Dhabi, presented by Daman, 
is set to kick off the global triathlon season with a fast and 
furious race amongst world’s best triathletes, right here in 
the Capital.

Some 3,000 athletes from all over the world will take part 
in the age-group races and junior races, with 19 different 
race categories across both triathlon and duathlon, including 
dedicated para-triathlete waves.

For those not racing, there is an abundance of family-
friendly entertainment in the Event Village, tasty treats from 
the food trucks, a Kids’ Zone to entertain the little ones, 
viewing platforms to watch loved ones race, a retail area and 
merchandise booth, and incredible tourist attractions in close 
proximity to the race.

Head to the garden city
AL JAHILI FORT CULTURAL PROGRAMMES
The cultural activities at Al Jahili Fort offers a wide array 
of events for everyone to enjoy. The century-old structure 
in Al Ain is a testimony to the rich history and ingenious 
craftsmanship of the people of the time. Al Jahili is one of the 
largest forts in the UAE and was built in the 1890s on orders 
from Zayed the First as the home to members of the Al 
Nahyan ruling family.

Where: Al Jahili Fort, Al Ain
When: On till March 13, 2020
Entry: On request
Contact: 037118311 (Department of Culture and Tourism – 
Abu Dhabi)
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Where: Yas Marina Circuit, Yas Island
When: March 5-7, 2020
Ticket: Starts at Dhs75
Contact: 024088999 (Abu Dhabi Sports Council & Daman)

Revisit the past
AL BARZAH PROGRAMME AT QASR AL MUWAIJI

CULTURE

ABU DHABI SPOTLIGHT

IMMERSING YOU
IN NATURE

Cityland Group is the developer behind some of the world’s most recognized and unique leisure and 
entertainment destinations for the whole family in the UAE. Our unique combination of project 
development experience and unique agricultural and landscaping expertise distinguishes us in the market 
and has made us known for one-of-kind developments like Dubai Miracle Garden, Dubai Butterfly 
Garden, Al Ain Paradise and the upcoming, hotly anticipated retail development Cityland Mall known as 
the World’s first Nature-inspired Retail and Entertainment destination in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.

Nature has been a core part of our business and the main inspiration to build a world class facility that 
offers unique experiences which is fresh to the UAE and the region at large. Cityland has redefined how 
residents and visitors in the UAE interact with nature and enjoy time with their loved ones. We provide 
the best entertainment and leisure experience to people in the communities by bringing nature one-step 
closer to people with every developments we do.

cityland.com
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CRIME MYSTERIESCRIME MYSTERIES

TRAFFICKED 
TO 

EXTINCTION
BY DIPALI GUHA

SNATCHED FROM THEIR NATURAL HABITAT, WILD 
ANIMALS SUFFER TERRIBLY IN THE HANDS OF 

TRAFFICKERS — BUT EITHER THE LAW OR FATE 
TEACHES THE CRIMINALS A LESSON 
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CRIME MYSTERIESCRIME MYSTERIES

WHO: ONLINE WILDLIFE TRADER
WHEN: DECEMBER 2011
WHERE: BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA

WHO: THE ‘QUEEN OF IVORY’
WHEN: OCTOBER 2015
WHERE: TANZANIA

An Africa-based Chinese woman, nicknamed the ‘Queen 

of Ivory’, fell from her reign as the notorious ringleader of 

an international racket in elephant tusks after she was 

sentenced to 15 years in jail by a Dar es Salaam court. 

Yang Fenglan, 70, along with her accomplices Tanzanians 

Salivius Matembo and Manase Philemon, was convicted of 

smuggling 860 elephant tusks worth US$6.45 million 

(Dhs24 million) between 2000 and 2014. 

Yang moved to Tanzania in 1975 and was one of the first 

Chinese students to study Swahili, one of the major 

languages in East Africa. In 1998, she set up a Chinese 

restaurant and an investment 

company. However, she only used 

these businesses as a cover for her 

illicit wildlife trade. According to 

reports, the ‘Queen of Ivory’ used 

her connections with the Chinese 

and Tanzanian elite to transport 

ivory across the world. Prior to her 

arrest, she served as vice-president 

of the China-Africa Business Council 

of Tanzania.

She fell in the net of Tanzania’s 

National and Transnational Serious 

Crimes Investigation Unit after a 

yearlong profiling, investigations 

and surveillance that concluded in a 

high-speed chase in October 2015. 

In February 2019, the Tanzanian court ordered Yang and 

her accomplices to pay twice the value of the ivory they 

smuggled or face an additional two years in prison under 

Tanzania’s Wildlife Protection Act. The defendants lodged 

an appeal to the high court in January 2020, but the judge 

upheld their sentences.

Animal welfare organisations welcomed the decision of 

the court. “Today’s sentencing is testament that nobody in 

Tanzania is above the law,” CNN quoted Krissie Clark, 

executive director of nonprofit group for wildlife, PAMS 

Foundation, as saying.A Czech national, who made the Internet his haven for 

sales of exotic animals, tried to slip through Buenos Aires’ 

Ezeiza Airport authorities with a suitcase full of reptiles — all 

native to South America. The man, identified as 51-year-old 

Karel Abelovsky, was waiting for the boarding time of his 
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A smuggled crocodile caused a small 

passenger plane to crash near its destination in 

Africa, killing all but one of the people on 

board. The incident ended 20 lives, including 

its two pilots — Belgian Danny Philemotte, who 

was also the owner of the tiny airline Filair, and 

his first officer, named Briton Chris Wilson — 

and 18 others. At first, lack of fuel was thought 

to have downed the propeller plane. But two 

months later, the lone survivor told his account 

to the African magazine Jeune Afrique.  

Shortly before the plane’s scheduled landing 

at Bandundu Airport, a regional airport in 

Congo, the reptile smuggled by one of the 

passengers had escaped from his carry-on bag, 

causing panic amongst everyone. The chaos 

terrified a female staff member, who rushed 

towards the cockpit. But she was followed by the passengers 

wanting to flee their seats. At that point, the pilots found it 

hard to stay in control due to imbalance on one side of the 

two-engine plane. It crashed into a house a kilometre away 

Malawi’s most wanted transnational wildlife trafficker and 

suspected kingpin is now in jail, facing charges for 

possessing ivory pieces worth $55,600 (Dhs204,000). 

Chinese national Yun Hua Lin, 46, fell in the hands of the 

authorities in August 2019 after three months of a manhunt 

operation. He had been on the run since the May 2019 arrest 

of his syndicate members, including his wife, Qin Hua Zhang, 

and eight others. 

His cohorts were tracked down through a joint operation 

launched by Malawi Police Service and the Department of 

National Parks and Wildlife in Lilongwe for their involvement 

in illegal trading of body parts of endangered wildlife. Lin has 

reportedly been linked to a range of wildlife crimes, 

including the possession and smuggling of processed 

WHO: REPTILE SMUGGLER AND CROC IN A PLANE CRASH
WHEN: AUGUST 25, 2010
WHERE: DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO

WHO: TRANSNATIONAL WILDLIFE TRAFFICKER
WHEN: AUGUST 2019
WHERE: MALAWI

from the runway. The crocodile survived the fatal crash, only 

to be killed with a machete by authorities, said reports. It 

was not learned who amongst the passengers carried the 

crocodile on board.

elephant 

ivory, 103 

pieces of 

rhino horns, 

two hippo 

teeth, 556 

pangolin 

scales and three live pangolins. Prior to this, Lin was 

convicted of attempting to export processed ivory at 

Kamuzu International Airport in 2014.

Two of Lin’s accomplices, Malawi nationals Jimmy 

Mkwelezalemba, 38, and Julius Sanudia, 36, had 

already been sentenced to three years in prison by a 

Lilongwe court.
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flight to Madrid. But things went south when he was stopped 

by airport technicians, after they noticed movements inside 

his bulging suitcase. They were all shocked with their 

discovery: hundreds of wriggling poisonous snakes and 

endangered reptiles hidden in the case. A source in the office 

of Judge Marcelo Aguinsky told the media: 

“The airport workers couldn’t believe it 

when they saw the movement inside the 

suitcase. It was like an animated cartoon.”

The 247 reptiles and molluscs seized 

included venomous snakes such as South 

American pitvipers, Amazon yaras, and 

young boa constrictors. They were packed 

in plastic containers, each meticulously 

labelled with their Latin names. Many of the 

poor critters died due to lack of oxygen 

inside the luggage. It was believed that 

Abelovsky was also linked to an exotic 

animal smuggling ring. He was charged for 

aggravated smuggling but was released on 

about $2,500 (Dhs9,200) bail. The seized 

animals were sent to a wildlife conservation 

centre in Argentina.

Yun Hua Lin (R) and Jimmy Mkwelezalemba 
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Yang Fenglan
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UNDER PRESSURE TO REMIT MONEY TO HIS FAMILY, 
A YOUNG MAN ENDS UP COMMITTING A CRIME THAT 

RUINS HIS FUTURE 

BY WAGIH HASSAN

CRIME & PUNISHMENT 

In his neighbourhood, 
someone always 

parked an expensive 
vehicle; it was this car 
that Murad targeted 

for some profit

parking lot. He went to the police, a report 

was lodged, and investigations began.

After a couple of days of follow-up, the 

police were able to match the licence 

plate number of the missing car with the 

licence plate number of a car parked in a 

remote area on the outskirts of the city, 

which was the hiding place for the vehicle 

stolen by Murad.

Instead of retrieving the car 

immediately, the police put it under 

surveillance, waiting to see who would 

come to the car, because that person 

would obviously be the car thief. Soon 

enough, Murad came to the car, with the 

intention of taking out some parts.

The police were waiting for him, out of 

sight. As Murad approached the car, the 

policemen suddenly appeared, pounced 

on him, and handcuffed him. He was taken 

into custody. By the time of the arrest, 

some vehicle parts and the car radio were 

already gone. 

When the investigation was completed, 

Murad was referred to the city’s Public 

Prosecution for further interrogation, and 

to find out the reasons that pushed him to 

commit such an act, prohibited by the law. 

Murad was then produced in court to 

give his statement and receive a sentence 

– jail and deportation – meant to act as a 

deterrent.

always parked an expensive Japanese-

made vehicle; it was this car that Murad 

targeted for some profit. He went over his 

plan carefully, rehearsing his moves for 

about two weeks.

Then one night, he went to the parking 

lot, used his tools to open the door of his 

target car, started the engine, and then 

P
atience is a virtue, as they say, 

and impatience can lead one 

into a trap. The case of Murad, 

33, is a perfect example of this.

A resident of the UAE, he used to work 

in a confectionery shop specialising in 

making sweets and pastries which were 

being distributed to smaller shops and 

groceries across the country. However, 

the young man lost this good job following 

problems with his supervisor.

With lost confidence during most of 

his interviews, Murad was not able to 

secure a new job. He tried to find another 

position, but was often turned down. 

And this was when his life slowly began 

to decay – he started smoking heavily 

and spent hours at malls and cafes to 

desperately maintain a semblance of 

normality. 

All the while, the persistent question 

from his relatives back home buzzed in 

his ears all day and all night: when would 

Murad be able to send money? 

When he lost his patience to wait 

until there’s a job suitable for him, dark 

thoughts flooded his mind. Murad bought 

keys, a hammer, a screwdriver, a bulb, and 

a saw. He never told his flatmates what he 

was up to. 

With these tools, he started hatching 

a plan. In his neighbourhood, someone 

drove the car to a remote area. There, 

he parked the car and began looking for 

any cash or precious items the owner 

might have left in the vehicle. But all he 

got were some identity cards of a doctor 

specialising in orthopaedics. Disappointed 

by this find, Murad thought of chopping up 

the car and then selling its spare parts.

Meanwhile, the doctor who owned the 

stolen car was shocked the next morning, 

when he saw that his vehicle wasn’t in the 

TRAPPED BY 
IMPATIENCE
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BY DR FALEH HANDHAL 

THE MONGOL INVASION OF BAGHDAD CITY WAS FOLLOWED BY THE 
ARRIVAL OF TAMERLANE AND THEN THE OTTOMAN RULERS AS THE 

COUNTRY MOVED CLOSER TO THE INDUSTRIAL AGE

TURKS IN 

IRAQ

HISTORYHISTORY

W
e continue with the account of 

the German explorer Max von 

Oppenheim, author of the book 

Vom Mittelmeer zum Persischen Golf (From the 

Mediterranean to the Persian Gulf, 1899/1900), 

in which he has left a valuable account of the 

Middle East and Africa. In the previous chapter 

of this series, concentrating on his writings on 

Iraq, we went through von Oppenheim’s pages 

on the first traces of Baghdad, the dynasties in 

Iraq, and the arrival of the Mongols in Iraq with 

the armies of general Hulagu Khan.

As the traveller wrote, the Mongols ended the 

Abbasid state, and then in the year 1295, “one 

of the Mongol princes, called Ghazan, declared 

independence in Iraq, and he and all his armies 

embraced Islam and called himself Mahmoud”. But 

their rule, too, came to an end.

In this chapter, we see von Oppenheim’s ac-

count of the two tribes of Qara Qoyunlu and Aq 

Qoyunlu, which rose in Iraq after the Mongols, and 

the advent of the Ottoman Empire. 
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Tamerlane

provided a list of the pashas who ruled 

Baghdad from the time of Sultan Murad 

IV to 1764, the year in which he himself 

visited the city. The number of these 

pashas reached 48 rulers and they often 

ruled the city for a year or two; they were 

more concerned with their personal 

interests. A new era for Baghdad did not 

begin until Hasan Pasha appeared in 

1702, [and then] was succeeded by his 

son Ahmad. During the reign of Ahmad 

bin Hasan Pasha, Nader Shah Afshar 

prepared a campaign in 1732 to occupy 

Baghdad, but Ahmad was able to repel 

the campaign. Therefore, Nader Shah 

surrounded Baghdad for eight months, 

then withdrew to his country.

“After Ahmad bin Hasan Pasha, four 

pashas took over; the latest was Omar 

Pasha. In this period, Baghdad began to 

rise again, and the city became a trade 

hub for India. When Suleiman Pasha 

took over in 1770, its population ranged 

between thirty and forty thousand people.

“After the death of Suleiman Pasha in 

HISTORYHISTORY

The rule of the 
Mongols was 

destroyed by a second 
tidal wave coming 

from the east, from 
the Tatars led by 

Tamerlane, who is of 
Turkish origin

1802, Ali Pasha, one of his senior officials, 

took over the reign, which was then 

taken over by Said Ibn Suleiman Pasha. 

Said Pasha proved his worth with his 

confidence, as he reduced customs taxes 

and did everything in his power to revive 

trade in Baghdad. He was succeeded 

by Dawud Pasha, who came from the 

people of Georgia. Dawud Pasha, who had 

Christian origin, embraced Islam, and his 

tenure was the most important period in 

the rule of Baghdad.

“He was a man with great 

energy and rare talent. He took 

advantage of the progress 

of European civilisation to 

serve his sphere of influence. 

He had an English friend 

and consultant, so he used 

European officers to train his 

armies and was encouraged 

by the example of Muhammad 

Ali Pasha in Egypt. [Dawud 

Pasha] sought to declare his 

independence in Iraq and 

ordered minting the currency. 

His plans would have been 

successful if it were not for a 

major disaster in Baghdad, and 

that was the plague.

“In 1831, the disease killed 

fifty thousand people, most of 

whom were soldiers, and so all 

his dreams and plans collapsed. 

At the same time, the Tigris river 

overflowed and destroyed the walls and two-

thirds of the houses in the city. Only twenty 

thousand people remained alive out of the 

total population, which was one hundred and 

fifty thousand before this catastrophe.

“Midhat Pasha, the Sultanate’s prime 

minister, took over from 1870 to 1877, and 

ordered the extension of a telegraph 

line, built several schools, and opened 

the Saqlawiyah Canal. He occupied Hasa 

region bordering the Persian Gulf.”

A pontoon bridge of boats connecting two parts of Baghdad. 
Illustration from “Royal Geographical Readers No. 5”

Steel engraving depicting Baghdad

A new era for 
Baghdad did not 
begin until Hasan 
Pasha appeared in 

1702, and then was 
succeeded by his son 

Ahmad

mysterious in Iraq, until Baghdad fell into 

the hands of the Safavid Persians.”

About the Safavids in Iraq, the author 

said: “The founder Ismail I was the sheikh 

of the Shiite Dervish school and he 

claimed that he is a descendant of Imam 

Musa Al-Kadhim. He seized northern 

Persia and made the city of Tabriz his 

capital, as well as called himself Shah. This 

was around the year 1500 AD.

“Ismail I and his successors were able 

to annex the various provinces to Persia 

and unify them in one kingdom. His main 

responsibility was to make good use of 

religion, as the Turkish tribes in Azerbaijan 

and most of the Persian people were 

following the Shiite doctrine. He managed 

to subjugate different young princes of the 

Aq Qoyunlu tribes one by one. In 1508, 

he headed towards Baghdad and seized 

it from the hands of the last ruler of Aq 

Qoyunlu. The rule in Iraq remained Safavid 

and maintained by Shah Abbas Al-Safawi, 

the grandson of Ismail I who ruled Iraq, 

until the Ottoman Empire emerged.”

RULE OF THE OTTOMANS

In the later pages of his book, the author 

talked about the rule of the Ottomans 

in Iraq, saying: “The news of the fall of 

Baghdad sparked widespread turmoil in 

Turkey, and the clashes continued between 

the two for years until Sultan Murad IV 

took power in Turkey and decided to 

occupy Baghdad and expel the Persians. 

He took over in 1623 and mobilised an 

army of nearly 500,000 men towards 

Baghdad in May 1638, arriving in November 

COMING OF TAMERLANE

Von Oppenheim wrote: “The rule of the 

Mongols was destroyed by a second tidal 

wave coming from the east, from the Tatars 

led by Tamerlane (also known as Timur), 

who is of Turkish origin, and he had taken 

over the country beyond the river and 

expanded towards the west and seized 

Persia. In 1400, his mighty armies had 

reached the outskirts of Baghdad, and the 

Mongol garrison there was led by Ahmed 

bin Owais, who fled. Tamerlane entered the 

city and killed thousands of people, and it 

is being said that he built towers from the 

skulls of around ninety thousand whom 

he had killed. The city collapsed, and in 

1405, Tamerlane died suddenly and was 

succeeded by his son Shah Rukh.

“From that dynasty, the sultans of the 

Turkish tribes of Qara Qoyunlu and Aq 

Qoyunlu appeared. They had conflicts 

between them, and a leader named 

Uzun Hasan rose. The situation remained 

of the same year. The Persian garrison 

of Baghdad was composed of 80,000 

men, and the attack began with stormy 

artillery. On December 24, Sultan Murad IV 

launched his first attack on Baghdad, but 

the Persians repulsed him. On the next day, 

he launched another attack which resulted 

in the surrender of the city and the end of 

its leader, Bektash Khan.” 

Thus, Baghdad fell and Iraq came under 

the influence of the Turks. The author 

then talked about the situation in Iraq and 

the pashas and the Turkish rulers until he 

came to the reign of Midhat Pasha, who 

was prime minister in Turkey. 

Von Oppenheim wrote: “It seems that 

Baghdad has suffered a lot as a result 

of wars. As for the traveller Nippor, he 

German explorer Max von Oppenheim

Sultan Murad IV 
An Ottoman Mamluk cavalryman, as drawn by Carle 

Vernet in 1810.
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TAKE A PEEK AT THE NEWEST MUST-HAVE HIGH-TECH ELECTRONIC DEVICES

GADGETS

Designed for people who are always on the go, 
Samsung’s latest Galaxy Chromebook is a 2-in-1 device 
with an innovative approach in balancing the concepts of 
user-friendly design and high-tech specs.

The Samsung Galaxy Chromebook sports the South 
Korean giant’s signature AMOLED display that unleashes 
vibrant colours regardless of brightness settings, making 
it ideal for its user’s eyesight. It’s also handy for carrying 
around, as it is the thinnest Chromebook to be released 
and is powered by a built-in-pen support, giving it a 
smooth and seamless feel with the Chrome OS tabs and 
applications on screen.

Available in eye-catching Fiesta Red or the more 
classic Mercury Grey colours, the aesthetics of the 
device easily complement its lightweight and sleek body. 
The laptop enhances its users’ daily experience with an 
immersive 4K UHD resolution, slim 3.9mm bezel screen 

UTTERLY GORGEOUS HYBRID

REVOLUTIONISED PC

STRANGE, BUT SONIC

SIT BACK, RELAX AND WATCH

and Ambient EQ capabilities providing a viewing 
experience that wouldn’t strain your eyes. 

Website: www.samsung.com/ae
Price: Dhs4,042

Website: www.harman.com
Price: Dhs805

Website: www.powervision.me
Price: Dhs3,636

Fancy a multipurpose gizmo that features wireless mobile phone 
charging, music streaming, and a built-in alarm clock? The Harman 
Kardon Citation Oasis is the combination of it all. It also has a sleep mode 
option that conserves its energy by turning off the speaker’s Wi-Fi. The 
digital box speaker features a simple design with the Wi-Fi indicator, 
digital time display, and the battery info at the top. Its compact size 
makes it easy to place on your bedside and the plain black colour makes 
it blend in with any bedroom colour scheme.

What’s more? It also features a wireless charger for your mobile; all 
you have to do is to place your mobile next to it for easy charging. 

One of the most common risks in drone camera shooting is that its 
battery may run low too quickly above any water body. Its functions are 
also hampered during rains. These issues and more are addressed by 
PowerVision’s PowerEgg X, which has a waterproof feature.

The egg-shaped drone weighs around 4.6 pounds (2.08kg) with a 
4K-resolution camera within the dome. With its three-in-one camera — 
acts as an autonomous selfie camera, a drone, and a handheld camera — 
there’s more than what meets the eye. The best part is the drone’s 
capability to withstand strong weather conditions with add-on waterproof 
accessories. With these accessories, it can fly during heavy rains, take off 
and land on water, while still maintaining a smooth video coverage. 

ENERGY-SAVER
MULTIPURPOSE SPEAKER

EGG-CITING VISION

Billed as the world’s first foldable tablet, the Lenovo Thinkpad X1 
Fold is a prototype OLED tablet that has a screen that could fold as 
if it were a book. It has 2,048 X 1536 resolution on a 13.3-inch, 4:3 
OLED panel powered by LG display. 

The Lenovo Thinkpad X1 Fold runs on Windows 10 Pro with a 
clean taskbar icon that shows a pop-up menu where you can 
select between a single, full screen view or a dual-screen view 
should you choose to run multiple apps at the same time.

With a battery life that lasts for up to 11 hours, its flexibility is the 
main asset of the device, giving users the capability of a laptop at a 
very compact size. 

Website: www.lenovo.com 
Price: Dhs10,100

Speed is the name of the game with Y-Brush Toothbrush, which 
promises to clean its users’ teeth within 10 seconds.

Dental care is taken up a notch with this unique design that 
looks similar to a mouthguard to give your teeth that fresh, clean 
look. The creators behind it say that the Y-Brush has been 
developed with key specialists and uses sonic vibrating 
technology, also known as the Bass method. They say that it 
effectively cleans up to four times better than a regular 
toothbrush.

Using it is as easy as counting 1 to 10. First, add the toothpaste 
of your choice, place the device within your mouth, turn on and 
chew for five seconds, and flip, repeat, and rinse. 

LG’s new innovative idea for screens comes in the form of a 
65-inch 4K, HDR Smart TV that features a rollable OLED design.   
LG Signature OLED TV RX has a self-lighting OLED in a perfect 
black frame complete with intense colours and infinite contrast. 
The screen is likewise powered by a A9 Gen 3 AI Processor 4K 
with AI Picture Pro/Sound Pro to magnify close-up shots and 
produce vivid images and projections on the huge screen.

Your eyes and ears will be treated to a Dolby Vision IQ and 
Dolby Atmos sound system that takes your sense of hearing to 
the next level, akin to watching from a huge movie screen. It also 
has a webOS & ThinQ AI with hands-free voice control.

Website: www.y-brush.com
Price: Dhs505

Website: www.lg.com
Price: Dhs242,600
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NEW INTERNATIONAL MOVIE RELEASES COMING SOON 
TO CINEMAS NEAR YOU

VFW
DIRECTOR: JOE BEGOS
STARRING: MARTIN KOVE, STEPHEN LANG, 
DAVID PATRICK KELLY, WILLIAM SADLER, 
SIERRA MCCORMICK
MOVIE TYPE: ACTION 

MOVIES

Action film enthusiasts will find a riveting viewing experience 

in VFW, a film about veterans charging into an all-out battle for 

survival to protect an innocent teen after she runs with a bag of 

drugs. She’s chased by a violent gang of relentless mutants, led 

by a cruel drug dealer who’s determined to do (or kill) whatever it 

takes to get to her. The veterans give it all to defend her.

MY SPY 

THE WAY BACK

DIRECTOR: PETER SEGAL
STARRING: DAVE BAUTISTA, KRISTEN 
SCHAAL, KEN JEONG
MOVIE TYPE: ACTION-COMEDY 

DIRECTOR: GAVIN O’CONNOR
STARRING: BEN AFFLECK, AL MADRIGAL, MICHAELA WATKINS, 
JANINA GAVANKAR, GLYNN TURMAN 
MOVIE TYPE: DRAMA

MMA fighter-turned-actor Dave Bautista (also known 

as Batista) proves that despite his intimidating aura 

and fighting prowess, he can also rock a comedy 

film. His character JJ Cena, a hardened CIA agent, is 

caught by a nine-year-old girl, named Sophie (Chloe 

Coleman), spying on her family. In exchange for not 

blowing his cover, JJ agrees to Sophie’s demand to 

teach her how to become a spy. He soon realises that 

it isn’t an easy task. The young girl proves that wits 

can outsmart experience.

Yet again, Ben Affleck tugs at his audience’s heartstrings. This time as a widowed and 

retired basketball superstar struggling with addiction, Jack Cunningham. He tries to 

make a comeback by accepting an offer from his old high school to coach an ethnically 

mixed basketball team. Will this be his shot at redemption?

I STILL BELIEVE

DIRECTORS: ANDREW ERWIN AND JON ERWIN
STARRING: KJ APA, BRITT ROBERTSON, SHANIA TWAIN, 
GARY SINISE
MOVIE TYPE: DRAMA

KJ Apa, who became famous for his role as Archie Andrews in the CW drama series 

Riverdale, now shows his acting dexterity beyond television. In this film, based on the 

story of musician Jeremy Camp, expect tear-jerking moments and heart-wrenching 

scenes as Jeremy (KJ) embarks on a journey of love and loss, ultimately learning that 

faith can help overcome tragedy. 

COMBATIVO

This film follows a former anti-terrorist commando on a gallant mission to wipe 

out the biggest and most powerful criminal mafia in Pakistan and Southeast 

Asia. What’s great about the film are the hard-hitting credible action scenes, 

meaning the fighting sequences are shot in a very realistic production — without 

wires, slow motion effects, and faux punches. It’s a feast for the eyes for 

genuine action film lovers.

DIRECTOR: SHAHZEL SYED
STARRING: SHAHZEL SYED, SHABBIR SHAH, BASHIR RAJA 
MOVIE TYPE: ACTION 

MISBEHAVIOUR
DIRECTOR: PHILIPPA LOWTHORPE 
STARRING: KEIRA KNIGHTLEY, GUGU MBATHA-RAW, JESSIE 
BUCKLEY, KEELEY HAWES, PHYLLIS LOGAN
MOVIE TYPE: COMEDY-DRAMA 

This widely acclaimed film, which is based on the true story of the controversy 

surrounding the Miss World pageant in 1970, is one of Keira Knightley’s best. 

The film follows several women with a plan to cause a disruption in the coveted 

beauty competition. The movie also portrays the start of a women’s movement in 

the United Kingdom, so expect an exciting twist of events in this film. 
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Rediscover the world one of the most well-loved heroines of fiction, and get absorbed in some 
riveting tales of family, self-discovery, and freedom — all between the covers

BOOKS

Going back to the Hunger Games
Title: The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes 
Author: Suzanne Collins
Publisher: Scholastic Press
Price: $17.32 (Dhs64) (Hardcover)

Fans of The Hunger Games book series will surely feel their adrenaline surging again as this book 

re-enters the world of Panem, sixty-four years back. The ‘prequel’ story takes place about half a 

century before heroine Katniss Everdeen – portrayed in the superhit film adaptations by Jennifer 

Lawrence – was born, and it follows the reaping of the Tenth Hunger Games. The protagonist of the 

story this time is 18-year-old Coriolanus Snow, who is preparing to win by mentoring an underdog 

female tribute from District 12.

Race against time
Title: One of Us Is Next 
Author: Karen M. McManus
Publisher: Delacorte Press for Young Readers
Price: $16.88 (Dhs62) (Hardcover)

The sequel to One of Us Is Lying, the New York Times bestseller by McManus, brings a new mystery 

surrounding Bayview High, a year after Simon died. It’s a story about the game ‘Truth or Dare’ turning 

deadly, with students being forced to play and reveal their darkest secrets. Things take a darker turn 

when no one at the school knows whom to trust, and they must find out who is behind the game 

before it’s too late.

Finding a way out
Title: The Institute
Author: Stephen King
Publisher: Scribner
Price: $14.96 (Dhs55) (Hardcover)

It’s another good-versus-evil story about kids with supernatural abilities. They are being taken 

away from their families to The Institute, a place from where no one gets out. The story follows 

Luke Ellis, whose parents have been murdered by intruders. They load him on a black SUV. 

When he wakes up, he finds himself in The Institute along with other kids with special talents like 

telekinesis and telepathy. While it’s a plot that has been used many times before, Stephen King 

delivers yet another gut-wrenching dramatic storytelling with this novel. 

The management of this sinister place is ruthlessly dedicated to extracting from these children 

the force of their extraordinary gifts. Luke becomes more and more desperate to get out and get 

help. Is there really a way out?

ADNH Compass makes a positive 
di�erence to hundreds of businesses 
and thousands of their employees 
throughout the UAE with a suite of 
services to support their needs.

We have long-standing relationships with 
some of the most well-known and prestigious 
companies throughout the UAE across a 
range of sectors.
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ENVIRONMENT

One million seeds to make Abu Dhabi tree-haven

UAE urges private sector to boost sustainability projects

THE Environment Agency – Abu Dhabi 

(EAD) has led an initiative to plant more than 

one million seeds of native plant species 

that will be spread out at four key locations 

in the Capital.

This move is in line with the agency’s 

ON the occasion of the UAE’s 23rd 

National Environment Day (on February 4), 

President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan shared with the public 

the country’s vision to attain a balance 

between economic and social development 

while pushing for environmental safety and 

promoting sustainability for the country’s 

natural resources.

This year’s celebration was themed 

‘Nature-based Solutions’, which takes 

forward the idea of ‘Sustainable Production 

and Consumption’, the theme for the past 

three years. As the years progress, the 

country aims to adopt innovative solutions to 

push sustainability projects.

His Highness underscored that the UAE 

leadership would continue the legacy 

that the nation’s Founding Father, the late 

Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, had 

left for many generations to come. “We 

celebrate National Environment Day as an 

important occasion to renew our national 

and ethical commitment to preserving our 

national resources,” said His Highness 

Sheikh Khalifa. “This is to be achieved by 

building on the previous milestones and 

continuous 

efforts to 

enhance plant 

growth and 

support the 

seed stock.

The plant 

species of the 

seeds include 

Ghaf, the 

UAE’s national 

tree, Acacia 

(Samar), 

White saxaul 

(Ghadha), 

Cornulaca (Al 

Hath), Bristle 

grass (Al Sabt), Convolvulus (Hab Al Risha), 

Broom bush (Al Markh), Wild drumstick 

(Shu’a), and others.

All seeds will be dispersed over areas 

that lack greenery as well as key target 

locations that would enhance plant growth 

doubling our efforts to realise sustainable 

development goals as per the UAE Vision 

2021 and to ensure a clean and safe 

environment that contributes to providing 

prosperity and happiness for us and for 

future generations.”

His Highness highlighted that the 

protection of the environment is an 

when the seeds germinate. Experts from 

EAD will study and carefully evaluate 

the area before and after sowing to 

determine the impact of the programme 

and implement measures to increase 

vegetation within the areas, particularly at 

shallow trenches.

Amongst the areas included in the seed 

drive are Al Ghada Protected Area, Al 

Houbara Protected Area, and the Arabian 

Oryx Protected Area. Seeds will also be 

scattered over a 5km area in Wadi Turbat, 

located at the Jebel Hafeet National Park 

in Al Ain.

EAD said that the initiative cements 

the UAE’s strong resolve to protect the 

environment. Dr Shaikha Salem Al Dhaheri, 

EAD Secretary General, called upon 

stakeholders to join the concerted efforts to 

protect plant species. “People who do not 

obtain permission from the agency before 

collecting seeds risk being held legally 

accountable,” Al Dhaheri said.

important aspect of the UAE’s 2020 theme, 

‘Towards the Next 50’, that would shape the 

nation for the next five decades through 

strategic planning across all sectors. With 

this, His Highness urged the private sector 

to boost their CSR projects catering to the 

environment and to come up with efficient 

solutions for sustainability in the UAE.
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UAE unites the world against neglected tropical diseases 
THE UAE has shown its solidarity with 

impoverished areas in the world where 

neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) continue 

unabated by leading the first ever World 

NTD Day.

Global civil society advocates, 

community leaders, global health experts 

and policymakers united in a kick-off event 

for the first annual World NTD Day. More 

than 250 global partners participated in the 

event. The long-term programme is part of 

the UAE’s efforts to bring attention to NTDs 

and continue to push the issue on the 

global agenda.

The day featured various events, 

dialogues, discussions, and seminars that 

focused on the urgent need to make the 

awareness drive a high priority.

According to His Highness Sheikh 

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown 

Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy 

Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed 

Forces, the move aimed to bring nations 

together to give hope for those who lived 

in areas where NTDs widely occurred. 

“More than a billion people worldwide 

live in unhealthy environments that 

perpetuate poverty,” said His Highness 

Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed. “On the 

first World NTD Day on January 30, we 

continue as individuals, communities, 

organisations, and partners to stand in 

solidarity and work together to create a 

better future for all.”

NTDs are illnesses that may have been 

mostly removed from developed countries 

but continue to hit some of the poorest 

towns in the world. These include diseases 

like ascariasis, Buruli ulcer, Chagas disease, 

dracunculiasis, hookworm infection, human 

African trypanosomiasis, Leishmaniasis, 

leprosy, lymphatic filariasis, onchocerciasis, 

schistosomiasis, trachoma, and trichuriasis.

For the past 30 years, the UAE leadership 

has been trying to encourage the world 

through its humanitarian efforts to join 

hands in eliminating these dreaded group 

of diseases that affect close to 1.5 million 

people globally.

Organ transplant centre to open in Sharjah
open the transplant centre. He added 

that the UAE and Saudi Arabia are 

the only two countries offering organ 

transplant services in the region.

In a study conducted by Mohammed bin 

Rashid University in Dubai, nearly 70 per 

cent of the residents in the UAE said that 

they were willing to donate their organs 

upon death — reflecting the country’s 

readiness in becoming a centre for organ 

donation.

 Dr Mohammad Salim Al Olama, MoHAP 

Undersecretary, underscored that the 

centre would be the first of its kind in the 

country.  

The Human Organs and Tissues 

Transplantation Centre will be the sixth 

facility in the UAE that is licensed to 

conduct organ transplant surgeries — the 

others are Cleveland Clinic Abu Dhabi, 

Sheikh Khalifa Medical City, Mediclinic 

Dubai, Al Jalila Children’s Specialty 

Hospital, and Dubai Hospital. 

HEALTH NEWS

A new organ transplant institution is 

slated to open in Sharjah to spread the 

culture of organ donation, according to the 

Ministry of Health and Prevention (MoHAP).

 The Human Organs and Tissues 

Transplantation Centre will be based in 

Al Qassimi Hospital in Sharjah and will 

operate in partnership with the Mohammed 

bin Rashid University of Medicine and 

Health Sciences in Dubai.

 According to HE Abdul Rahman 

bin Mohammed Al Owais, Minister of 

Health and 

Prevention, 

there 

was an 

increasing 

number of 

people in 

the UAE 

interested 

in donating 

their 

organs, 

one of the 

reasons 

why the 

ministry 

decided to 

    Dubai based SRG Holding is one of the leading family-owned 

   holding companies in the UAE, with extensive operations in 

  property development and management, hospitality, 

real estate investments, and wholesale trading.
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WHAT THE MONTH
HAS IN STORE

HOROSCOPE

Aries (March 21 – April 19)

Be optimistic and aggressive in your work to realise your career 

objective. However, you should be wise about taking responsibilities 

and tasks that you juggle. Do not take duties that you cannot handle 

and deliver on schedule. Learn to prioritise things according to their necessity and avoid 

distractions that will keep you from accomplishing your goals. Pour efforts on your work 

one at a time. 

 

Taurus (April 20 – May 21)

Your practicality will shine brightest this month. But your stubborn 

ways may not work all the time. The more you nudge, the more 

others will resist your enquiries. Keep in mind that you are not just 

accountable for yourself but also for the people who are trusting and relying on you. Try 

to look for alternative ways to interact with your co-workers. Think before you act.

Gemini (May 22 – June 20)

Be wise on making financial decisions. Analyse and research about 

the market you are trying to venture at. Ask yourself, do you have 

safety net once your investment will not work out? Do you have other 

enough resources to absorb it? Are you making a big leap towards success or are you 

putting yourself six feet down under? Be critical on taking risks on your business. Grow 

slowly but surely.

Cancer (June 21 – July 22)

Do not let stress pollute your mindset and affect your performance at 

work. Give yourself a well-deserve break away from the paper works, 

caseloads and deadlines. Ignite the passion that has been cooled by 

anxiety and restlessness by finding outlets to release the stress you have accumulated in 

the past few months. Break the cycle of work-house scheme of yours and try something 

new. Hangout with your friends and/or workmates once in a while.

Leo (July 23 – August 22)

Pay more attention to what you’re spending at home. It may be more than 

you think. Keep a tight watch on your monthly budget and get rid of habits 

that dries your river of wealth. Resist the temptation of spending on things 

you cannot get something in return. Save up and look for a good business to invest.  Hone your 

innate ability to manage your wealth.

Virgo (August 23 – September 22)

Your job may lead you on several adventures this month and you must take 

advantage of it. Who knows this new errand might bring in fresh ideas to 

the project that you are currently working on? You can also expand your 

connections beyond the corners of your office. Breakaway from your normal routine and embrace 

new knowledge that you might grasp from this. Live and learn. 

Libra (September 23 – October 22)

You may find yourself in a point that you’re feeling stuck and 

exhausted and that’s completely fine. Everyone comes in a phase 

where they feel they are far behind from their purpose in life. But do 

not get too overwhelmed with tasks and challenges that you face in your business and 

workplace. Learn to enjoy while working and interact with your colleagues. Remember 

to relax and take things on your own pace.

Scorpio (October 23 – November 21)

Opportunities for alternative sources of income will come to you 

left and right. Yet be clever on choosing from these ventures as 

you might end up spreading yourself thin. It’s not bad to take 

multiple jobs for as long as they do not pose concern to your health. You might 

endanger your well-being from being overworked. Keep in mind that even machines 

are taking rest too.

Sagittarius (November 22 – December 21)

You might get involved with issues in your workplace. Do not get 

bothered with this and channel your energy to things that will lead 

you towards your career goals. Eliminate unwanted thoughts and 

organise your activities in line with your goals. Negativity should never have a place 

in your head and environment. So, feel free to cut people that causes toxicity in your 

workplace. Ask yourself, does this person spark joy?

Capricorn (December 22 – January 19)

Be bold to take risk on investments and advancements on your career. 

Set the bar high for yourself and come out of your comfort zone. Try 

out new things and be sure to pour dedication towards your work. 

There’s no substitute for hard work. If you really want to succeed, then do not be afraid to 

take chances and fail. It’s either you win, or you learn.

Aquarius (January 20 – February 18)

 Don’t let your weaknesses get the best out of you. You must realise 

that each one of us is unique and we all have challenges that were 

dealing with. But first, you must acknowledge that this weakness 

exists. Evaluate the aspects you are lacking and look for remedies to minimise or improve 

it. Turn your weakness into strength and success will knock on your doorstep.

Pisces (February 19 – March 20)

Lack of communication will surely affect your performance 

at business and work. Keep an open and compromising line 

between you and others. Listen to what your trusted friend or 

workmate’s advice. Be receptive to opinions and criticisms you might get. Take 

note of improvements that you can do to perform well at work.
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MediumEasy

SOLUTIONS
FOR THE FEBRUARY ISSUE

www.alberichcrosswords.com

www.dailysudoku.com

easy medium

PUZZLES
ACROSS
1  Best bit of meat (4)
3  Judge’s given order: one must leave country (6)
7  Eggs at first (3)
10  They tend to badger or horse caught in snare, possibly 

(7)
11  Defend a believer, half cut, before court (7)
12  Fellow national (10)
13  Gorgeous woman from borders of Bulgaria (4)
14  Awful bad luck old bean (5-3-4)
18  Old clergyman (12)
21  To carry child needs energy (4)
22  Splashing her on covers (10)
24  Press to check out and relish makes people primarily 

content (7)
25  Model first to appear in Roth’s Hostel Part Two (7)
26  Amazing women (3)
27  A title for some Kipling stories (4,2)
28  Socialite (4)

DOWN
1  Joint (6)
2  Millions mount up, outwardly (6)
4  Lack of cooperation (15)
5  Full-length CD (10,5)
6  News for No 10 (4)
7  Musical drama not suitable for all? (8)
8  Like a party (8)
9  Maybe copper’s description satisfied everyone in 

charge (8)
15  Perhaps Cod War’s over (8)
16  Leftie recollected “What’s up Doc?” (8)
17  With temperature (4-4)
19  Axelle’s pair seen at last – that’s a beautiful bird! (6)
20  Spiteful (6)
23  Pilgrimage (4)

PUZZLES
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