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EDITOR’S NOTE

E
verything positive that has come to the UAE is the result of 

sustained effort. This country has never been satisfied with merely 

achieving the good; it has always strived to achieve the best, and 

then gone one step further than that. No wonder the UAE has not 

stopped at being a model of tolerance – its expatriate population of more 

than 200 nationalities and its citizens live amicably together – but it also 

wants to see tolerance promoted worldwide. 

There has never been a better time than now to spread the message. 

As anyone can see, even as human race has progressed technologically, 

acts of hatred hasn’t yet disappeared. Therefore, the thoughts behind 

2018 the ‘Year of Zayed’ have been expanded into 2019 the ‘Year of 

Tolerance’. This was one of the greatest qualities of the late Sheikh 

Zayed, the founding father – it’s a quality embedded into the soul of the 

nation that came into being in 1971. And through the guidance of the wise 

leadership and legislative measures, the UAE has maintained a much 

higher level of tolerance.

This year, that message will be reiterated in various ways, nationally 

and internationally. The planned visit of Pope Francis this year is a 

landmark occasion, and it will contribute immensely to interfaith harmony.

That harmony is, undoubtedly, one of the reasons why the UAE is one 

of the most desirable destinations for skilled workers from across the 

world. Thanks to the peace and security in this country, alongside the 

diversified economy. In 2019 – following a major revamp in visa rules – 

the job market is looking very attractive for professionals in several key 

sectors, as you’ll read in our cover story.

In order to make the UAE a role model in everything positive, the 

leadership pays special attention to the safety of children, because 

they’re the future. A feature on creating a predator-free digital space for 

children and young adults tells you how thoroughly the country looks into 

child safety.

The themes of safety and innovation run through most of the things 

that we see in this society, and 999 is a reflection of all that. In this issue, 

we tell you how something as simple as understanding how vehicle lights 

work could save lives. Then, we bring you a very informative feature on 

what’s the correct way to use public transport and why it’s important that 

you abide by the rules.

We try so hard to spread the message of security, so that all citizens 

and residents of this country – indeed, of any country that listens to our 

message – can live well and enjoy the beautiful things in the world, many 

of which are free.

If you’re made a New Year’s resolution list, do add ‘tolerance’ to it, 

and see how much better everything gets.

Never a better time than now

If you’re made 
a New Year’s 

resolution list, do 
add ‘tolerance’ 
to it, and see 

how much better 
everything gets
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President declares 2019 as ‘Year of Tolerance’
As for the fourth pillar, a focus on legislative 

and policy-oriented objectives that contribute to 
cultural and religious tolerance via dialogue.

Lastly, the fifth pillar focuses on promoting 
tolerance and co-existence via targeted media 
initiatives and projects.

HH Sheikh Khalifa emphasised that 
declaring 2019 as the ‘Year of Tolerance’ 
reflects the approach adopted by the UAE 
since its establishment, to be a bridge of 
communication between the peoples of world 
as well as their various cultures in an open and 
respectful environment that encourages 
acceptance and rejects extremism.

“Here in the UAE,” Sheikh Khalifa 
concluded, “the Year of Tolerance will be 
celebrated as a national effort towards 
further advancing a decades-long dream of 
creating a tolerant and cohesive society, 
open to peoples of varying cultures and 
religions from around the world. The UAE 
and tolerance go hand-in-hand.”

HH Sheikh Khalifa underscored that the 
‘Year of Tolerance’ is an extension of the 
‘Year of Zayed’, as it upholds the values of 
tolerance and co-existence that the late 
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan established 
amongst his people.

“Instilling values of tolerance carries on 
Sheikh Zayed’s legacy and teachings,” HH 
Sheikh Khalifa affirmed, adding that it can 
impact on lives of the people in the UAE as 
well as the global community.

The ‘Year of Tolerance’ focuses on five main 
pillars. First, to deepen the values of tolerance 
and co-existence amongst cultures and peoples 
by concentrating on teaching the youth on the 
values of tolerance.

The second pillar seeks to solidify the 
position of the UAE as the global capital for 
tolerance via a series of initiatives and projects.

The third pillar aims to activate 
multiple cultural programmes to build 
tolerant communities.

Khalifa orders increase in women representation in FNC
HH Sheikha Manal 

bint Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, 
wife of the Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of 
Presidential Affairs HH 
Sheikh Mansour bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, 
President of the UAE 
Gender Balance 
Council and the Dubai 
Women Establishment, 
described the move as an auspicious step 
that will add to the achievements of the 
UAE women and inspire them to continue 
their endeavours to excel in all walks of life.

HE Hessa bint Essa Buhumaid, Minister 
of Community Development, said the wise 
leadership had envisioned a pioneering 
role to the women in national development.

HIS Highness President Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan has ordered the increase 
of women representation in the Federal 
National Council (FNC) to 50 per cent in the 
coming parliamentary term.

Under the directive, women 
representation in the FNC for the coming 
parliamentary term must increase from 22.5 
per cent to 50 per cent.

The move seeks to reflect the country’s 
goal of empowering women in the country 
and the goal to become the best country 
worldwide in terms of having women 
leaders in parliament.

Several government officials lauded HH 
Sheikh Khalifa’s directive. HE Dr Amal 
Abdullah Al Qubaisi, Speaker of FNC, 
said, “This historic step is a first in the Arab 
world and it culminates the full 
empowerment of the UAE women.”

“This vision is complemented today by 
further elevating women’s status and enabling 
them to play their part in the development of 
the community and the country at large.”

Noura Khalifa Al Suwaidi, Director-
General of the General Women’s Union, 
praised the leadership’s endeavors to support 
all citizens, men and women alike.

PRESIDENT His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan declared 2019 as the 
‘Year of Tolerance’, highlighting the UAE’s 
role as a global capital for tolerance though 
its various legislative and policy-oriented 
goals that inculcate the values of co-
existence and peace in local, regional and 
international communities.
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Greg Burke, Director of the press office of 
the Holy See, said, “The theme of the visit 
is ‘Make Me a Channel of Your Peace’ – 
and that’s the Pope’s intention in going to 
the UAE. How all people of goodwill can 
work for peace will be a major topic on 
this trip.”

VP forms Supreme National Committee for Tolerance

Vice President confirms Papal visit on February 2019
HIS Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime 
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, 
announced on Twitter that the Holy See of the 
Catholic Church, Pope Francis, is slated to 
visit the UAE in February 2019.

The upcoming visit will take place on 
February 3-5, which marks the first time that 
Pope Francis will be visiting the UAE.

In a statement welcoming the historic visit, HH 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, 
stressed its importance and expressed the 
appreciation of the UAE government and 
people, saying that it would build stronger ties of 
friendship and cooperation between the UAE 
and the Vatican.

The Pope’s visit, HH Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Zayed said, is in accordance with the UAE’s 
policy and efforts, under the leadership of 

FOLLOWING the decision by 
President His Highness Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
declaring 2019 as the ‘Year of 
Tolerance’, His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Vice President and Prime 
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of 
Dubai, has directed the formation 
of the ‘Supreme National 
Committee for Tolerance’.

“We want the UAE to be the 
global reference point for a 
tolerant culture, via its policies, 
laws and practices,” HH Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid said, 
adding that tolerance increases 
strength and resilience, and 
helps establish a global, 
cohesive society.

President His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, to establish and 
support strong foundations of 
brotherhood and peaceful 
coexistence, both regionally 
and globally. Pope Francis’ 
acceptance of the UAE 
invitation strengthens these 
efforts and will further 
promote interfaith dialogue, 
His Highness added.

HH Sheikh Abdullah bin 

 The Supreme National Committee for 
Tolerance’s mission during the ‘Year of 
Tolerance’ is to consolidate values of tolerance 
within the UAE community and spread this 
unique model to the global neighbours, HH 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid emphasised.

 HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid urged 
members of the Committee to work on a 
comprehensive framework for the ‘Year of 
Tolerance’ by formulating a strategy to serve 
the main objectives behind it. His Highness 
also instructed to monitor the implementation 
of said strategy to ensure that its seven pillars 
are applied across programmes and 
initiatives on local, regional and global levels.

 His Highness also directed the committee 
to develop a plan of action in partnership all 
segments of society, using innovative 
initiatives that will have a direct, positive 
impact on the UAE community as a whole.

Mohammed bin Rashid orders Status Report on Arabic language
Mohammed bin Rashid said.

The Ministry of Culture and Knowledge 
Development announces the adoption of the 
guidance of HH Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid on issuing the “Status Report and the 
Future of the Arabic Language” at the 
meeting of the Advisory Council for the 
Arabic Language, which is part of the 
National Agenda of the UAE.

use, education and empowerment as a 
means of communication and knowledge 
acquisition, in conjunction with the UN 
Arabic Language Day.

“We have a national agenda for Arabic 
language, and we have issued directives 
to work further through studies and 
initiatives to cement the Arabic language 
as a language of life,” HH Sheikh 

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime 
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, has 
directed the launch of the “Status Report and 
the Future of the Arabic Language” to be the 
basis and an extensive study to approach the 
challenges of the Arabic language in a 
scientific way.

This aims to help develop the methods of 

Zayed underscored that there are significant 
and sincere international efforts to establish 
initiatives and movements that can contribute 
towards the deepening of global human 
relations based on the principles of tolerance 
and co-existence.

In a comment on the announcement, 
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Deputy Supreme Commander of 
the UAE Armed Forces, lauded 
the UAE’s ranking as the world’s 
most powerful passport.

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed praised the UAE Passport 
Power team from the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation, under the support 
and guidance of HH Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation.

“With the UAE passport 
attaining first place in the 
Global Passport Power Rank, 
Emirati efforts have added a 
new historic achievement to 
the nation’s record of 
achievements and is a more 
momentous accomplishment as 

it coincided with the Year of Zayed and 
the UAE’s 47th National Day 

Abu Dhabi Crown Prince leads annual Union March

Mohamed bin Zayed reopens Qasr Al Hosn in Abu Dhabi

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and 
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed 
Forces, marched with thousands in celebration of 
the March of the Union at Sheikh Zayed 
Heritage Festival, in Al Wathba, Abu Dhabi.

A day after the country united once more for 
the 47th annual National Day, tribes from across 
the country gathered together with HH Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed at the cultural pride march.

The event pays tribute to the legacy of the 
founding father, the late Sheikh Zayed, who 
united the tribes of the seven emirates to 
establish the UAE in 1971.

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed stressed 
that the march represents a message of love 
and pride in the UAE’s history and heritage, 
as well as the values embedded in UAE 

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of 
Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, 
inaugurated the reopening of Qasr Al 
Hosn by recalling inspiring stories of 
the historic landmark.

“We are inspired by the values of the 
grandfathers and founders, and we 
recall their inspiring stories and convey 

their heritage, culture, values and 
civilisation to future generations,” HH 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed said.

The site which has been closed by 
more than a decade was renovated by 
the Department of Culture and Tourism 
Abu Dhabi.

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed said 
that the area showcases the Capital’s 
ancient history.

NEWSNEWS

Mohamed bin Zayed takes pride in UAE passport’s No. 1 ranking
WAM

celebrations,” His Highness said.
HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 

underscored the impact of this achievement, 
adding that it embodies the UAE’s global 
diplomatic image under the leadership of 
President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, and reflects the deep 
respect, esteem and trust the nation enjoys in 
regional and international arenas.

The UAE passport was ranked No. 27 
in December 2016 on the Global Passport 
Power Rank index. In October this year, it 
rapidly notched higher to No. 4. Then it 
went up to No. 3 on 8th November, with 
Emirati citizens able to fly to 163 countries 
without securing a visa prior to departure 
just behind Singapore and Germany, 
whose citizens are able to travel visa-free 
to 165 countries.

Four more countries were added to the 
UAE list as of 1st December 2018, 
making the UAE passport the most 
powerful passport globally.

society by the founding father.
“The march of our tribesmen 

is an honorable national 
image where they express their 
loyalty and belonging to 
homeland, their faith in their 
unity, their cohesion and their 
national values, which they 
continue to carry forward in 
the nation’s journey of progress 
and excellence,” HH Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed said.

“Our nation has its own 
identity, culture and heritage, of which we 
are proud. We cherish the UAE’s heritage, 
and the inherent values embedded within our 
community, and we continue to strive to 
preserve our unity and progress for future 

generations,” His Highness added.
The Sheikh Zayed Heritage Festival 2018, 
which runs until January 26, pays homage to 
the late Sheikh Zayed to preserve Emirati 
culture and tradition.

Abu Dhabi Crown Prince’s Court

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and 
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Saif bin Zayed spearheads UAE delegation to Joint UAE-Saudi Security summit
LT General His Highness Sheikh Saif bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior, led the UAE 
delegation to the Joint UAE-Saudi Security 
Committee Meeting held in Riyadh.

The summit, which took place at the 
Saudi Ministry of Interior, was chaired by 
HRH Prince Abdulaziz bin Saud bin 
Nayef bin Abdulaziz, Saudi Arabia’s 
Interior Minister.

The UAE delegation and its Saudi 
counterpart discussed ways to boost 
security cooperation to ensure the 
wellbeing of their people and promote 
security, peace and stability in the region.

The two parties reinforced their cooperation 
in all areas related to security meet the 
aspirations of their wise leaderships.

The meeting was attended by UAE 
Ambassador to Saudi Arabia Sheikh 
Shakhbut bin Nahyan bin Mubarak Al 

Interior Minister reviews book about Sheikh Zayed’s role in UAE’s security

Saif bin Zayed conveys President’s condolences to Bahrain King

WAM

Nahyan; Major General Khalifa Hareb 
Al-Khaili, Chairman of the Institutional 
Development Council at the Ministry of 
Interior; Major General Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Tahnoon Al Nahyan, Director of 

Security and Ports Affairs Sector at Abu 
Dhabi Police; and Brigadier Mohammed 
Humaid bin Dalmuj Al Dhahiri, Secretary 
General of the Office of HH the Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Interior.

LT General HH 
Sheikh Saif bin 
Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Deputy 
Prime Minister 
and Minister of 
Interior, has 
reviewed a 
comprehensive 
publication titled 

LT General His Highness Sheikh Saif bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of the Interior, conveyed the 
condolences of President His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan to 
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa of Bahrain on the death of Sheikha 
Noura bint Isa Al Khalifa, during a 
meeting at Al Safriya Palace in Manama.

HH Sheikh Saif bin Zayed also 
extended the condolences of HH Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice 
President and Prime Minister of the UAE 
and Ruler of Dubai, and HH Sheikh 

WAM

‘The Proactive Vision of Sheikh Zayed 
bin Sultan Al Nahyan and Its Role in 
Security in the UAE’.

In line with the culmination of the ‘Year of 
Zayed’, the publication was prepared by 
the Sharjah Police General Headquarters.

The publication sheds light on the journey 
of the founding father, the late Sheikh 
Zayed, and his pivotal role in promoting 
security in the UAE and the region.

Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Crown Prince of 
Abu Dhabi and 
Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the 
UAE Armed Forces, 
to King Hamad.

UAE Ambassador 
to Bahrain HH Sheikh 

Sultan bin Khalifa Al Nahyan and 
members of the accompanying delegation 
also conveyed their condolences during 
the meeting.

HH Sheikh Saif bin Zayed was 
received in Manama by Lt General 
Sheikh Rashid bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, 
Bahraini Interior Minister.
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MoI, Facebook launch app to assist in search for missing children

at the level of the state.
Al Sha’far called the launch of this 

partnership with Facebook a pioneering 
step. Emily Vacher, Director of Trust and 
Safety at Facebook, called the launch of 
NiDAA as the fruition of a growing 
strategic partnership “between our 
international institution and partners from 
the governmental sector”.

THE Ministry of Interior (MoI), in cooperation 
with Facebook, has launched the NiDAA 
Smart Alert app, the first of its kind in the 
region within a smart system that aims to 
assist in searching for missing children.

It was launched by Lt General Saif 
Abdullah Al Sha’far, Undersecretary of the 
Ministry of Interior, in the presence of 
consultant Alia Mohammed Saeed Al 
Kaabi, Head of the Family and Children 
Prosecution in Abu Dhabi; Colonel Faisal 
Sultan Al Shoaibi, Director General of 
Strategy and Performance Development at 
the Ministry; Dr Hammad Abdullah Ali, 
Representative of the Ministry of Culture 
and Knowledge Development; and Sarah 
Suhail, Director General of Ewaa Shelters; 
and several officials from various 
government agencies.

The first stage includes activating the 
NiDAA, particularly to aid the search for 
lost children, after an official notification. 
The MoI plans to develop this function, so 

Round-up of police activities at the Ministry of Interior
improving work 
performance 
standards, and their 
sincerity in carrying 
out their missions. 

In the presence 
of Brigadier Dr 
Jassim Mohammed 
Al Bakr Al Zaabi, 
Deputy Director of 
the Federal Police 
School, 13 students 
from the various 
sectors of the 

Ministry of Interior held their graduation 
rites from an ICDL session.

The Eagles of the Air Wing Department 
at the General Directorate of Security 
Support in the Ministry of Interior, in 
cooperation with the National Search and 

NEWSNEWS

as to include other smart 
live calls related to various 
domains.

The partnership between 
the two sides enables 
launching NiDAA through 
the feature of Notification on 
Facebook. After the Child 
Protection Centre at the MoI 
receives a notification from a 
specialised quarter reporting 
a missing child in a 
particular area, the Centre 
would send an urgent call to 
all the users of the application in that area. 

The users would get essential 
information on the lost child, to be 
followed by the child’s picture, details of 
clothes, and any other identifying 
feature. It would be possible to remove 
the circular as soon as the child is 
found. It would also be possible to 
expand the call to include wider areas 

BRIGADIER Abdulaziz Ahmad Al Hajri, 
Chief of Special Forces in the Ministry of 
Interior, honoured a number of 
distinguished staff officers in the Special 
Security Forces Institute Department, in 
recognition of their contribution to 

Rescue Centre, held a workshop to 
enhance coordination amongst police 
operations in the Northern Emirates. 
Representatives of the National 
Ambulance were present at the workshop.

Colonel Saeed Obeid Al Shamesi, 
Acting Head of the Air Wing Department 
at the Ministry of Interior, received a 
delegation from the Special Tasks 
Department at the Sharjah Police GHQ to 
discuss collaboration in providing training 
programs for the Special Tasks Department’s 
members on ways to operate VTOL 
helicopters and conducting joint exercises. 
The visit aims to boost communication and 
coordination between the two parties, in an 
effort to promote professional competence 
for the operation of helicopters and other 
vertical take-off and landing (VTOL) aircrafts 
and their use in police operations. 

JANUARY 201910 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL

Security And Safety For AllSecurity And Safety For All



Abu Dhabi Police gear up for Special Olympics 

and making them happy.
Brigadier Suhail Saeed Al Khaili, 

Director of the Capital Police 
Directorate in Abu Dhabi Police, 
honoured the participating bodies, 
namely: the 2019 Special Olympics 
World Summer Games Organising 
Committee; the Zayed bin Sultan Al 
Nahyan Charitable & Humanitarian 
Foundation; the Abilities Development 
Center; Al Hilal Bank. He exchanged 
commemorative plaques with the 

During the meeting at the police 
headquarters, they discussed the efforts of 
Abu Dhabi Police in improving the security 
system in accordance with best 
international practices, and cooperation in 
areas of common interests to fulfill the 
vision of the wise leadership.

Al Rumaithi explained that the We Are 
All Police initiative was met with 
considerable enthusiasm by various 
segments of society and the expat 

Al Suwaidi receives membership of We Are All Police 
MAJOR General Mohammed Khalfan Al 
Rumaithi, Commander-in-Chief of Abu 
Dhabi Police, met HE Jaber Mohammed 
Ghanem Al Suwaidi, Director General of 
the Crown Prince’s Court of Abu Dhabi, to 
hand in membership No. 300 of the 
initiative ‘We Are All Police’

The ‘We Are All Police’ membership 
was given to Al Suwaidi in the presence 
of Major General Maktoum Ali Al Sharifi, 
Director General of Abu Dhabi Police.

communities, which reflected positively on 
their keenness to protect society.

Al Sharifi, meanwhile, briefed Al 
Suwaidi on security developments, in the 
presence of Brigadier Ali Khalfan Al 
Dhaheri, Director General of Central 
Operations at Abu Dhabi Police, and a 
number of senior officers. He also 
accompanied Al Suwaidi on a tour of the 
museum named Al-Mawruth Al-Shurati – 
Police Tradition.

THE Capital Police Directorate in Abu 
Dhabi Police held introductory lectures 
for its personnel on the right treatment 
of athletes, in preparation for the 
2019 Special Olympics World 
Summer Games in March 2019.

The lectures focused on a number of 
important points including an introduction 
to types of physical handicaps, methods of 
dealing with the various types, 
characteristics of people of determination, 
and ways to give them the best service 

championship organising 
committee, within the 
framework of 
strengthening institutional 
cooperation.

The event was attended 
by Colonel Mubarak bin 
Mahirom, Acting Director 
for Administrative Affairs 
and Operations; Colonel 
Hamad Abdullah Al 
Neyadi, Deputy Director 
of the Directorate for 
Centre Affairs; Lt Col 
Abdul Moneim Al Shehhi, 
Director of the Events 
Affairs Centre, and a 
number of officers and 
members.

Also present were: 
Talal Al Hashemi, 
Special Olympics UAE; 

Abdullah Ismail Al Kamali, Acting 
Executive Director of the People of 
Determination Division in the Zayed 
bin Sultan Al Nahyan Charitable and 
Humanitarian Foundation; 
Mohammad Al Ansari, Director of the 
International Relations Department of 
the 2019 Special Olympics World 
Summer Games Organising 
Committee, and representatives of 
the Abilities Development Centre, 
and Al Hilal Bank. 

Security And Safety For All

JANUARY 2019 11999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL



NEWSNEWS

Dhahi Khalfan spearheads Police Chiefs Council meeting
LT General Dhahi Khalfan Tamim, Deputy 
Chairman of Police and Public Security in 
Dubai, recently chaired the periodic meeting of 
the Ministry of Interior Police Chiefs Council. 

It was attended by Major General 
Jassem Mohammed Al Marzouqi, General 
Commander of Civil Defence at the 
Ministry of Interior; Major General Abdul 
Aziz Maktoum Al Sharifi, Director General 
of Protective Security and Federal 
Investigation at the Ministry of Interior; 
Major General Saif Al Zari Al Shamsi, 
Commander-in-Chief of Sharjah Police; 
Major General Sheikh Sultan bin Abdullah 
Al Nuaimi, Commander-in-Chief of Ajman 
Police; Major General Sheikh Rashid bin 
Ahmad Al Mualla, Commander-in-Chief of 
Umm Al Quwain Police; Major General 
Mohammed Ahmed bin Ghanim Al 
Kaabi, Commander-in-Chief of Fujairah 
Police; Major General Expert Khalil 

Police Desert Park in Sharjah is open for all
BRIGADIER Abdullah Mubarak bin Amer, 
Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Sharjah 
Police, inaugurated the activities of the 
Police Desert Park in the areas of Al 
Khaif in Al Batayeh. 

Present on the occasion were Brigadier 
Mohammad Rashid Bayat, Director 
General of Police Operations; his deputy, 
Brigadier Mohammed Abdullah Alobed; 

Brigadier Arif Mohammed Al Sharif, 
Director General of the Human Resources 
and Support Services Department; 
Brigadier Khalifa Mohammed Al Marri, 
Deputy Director General of the Human 
Resources and Support Services 
Department; Colonel Dr Ahmed Saeed Al 
Naour, Acting Director General of Central 
Operations Department; a number of 

officers and personnel of Sharjah Police 
as well as members of the public.

Bin Amer expressed the support of 
Sharjah Police for providing a positive 
environment that would foster 
connectivity within society, in keeping 
with the national leadership’s aspiration 
to occupy a top position on the 
indicators of happiness.

Ibrahim Al 
Mansouri, 
Assistant 
Commander-in-
Chief of Dubai 
Police for 
Investigations 
Affairs; Major 
General 
Hammad 
Ahmed Al 
Hammadi, Director of the Community 
Security Sector at Abu Dhabi Police; 
Brigadier Hamad Ajlan Al Amimi, Director 
General of the Federal Criminal Police; 
and his deputy, Brigadier Abdul Aziz Al 
Ahmad, Secretary General of the Council; 
Staff Brigadier Dr Ali Salim Al Tunaiji, 
Director General of Central Operations in 
the Ministry of Interior; Colonel Saeed 
Abdullah Al Suwaidi, Director General of 

the Anti-Narcotics Federal Directorate in 
the Ministry of Interior; Brigadier Abdullah 
Khamis Al Hadidi, Deputy Commander-in-
Chief of Ras Al Khaimah Police; and a 
number of senior officers.

The Council reviewed a report on the 
performance of MoI projects during 2017, 
the mechanism of disseminating news 
through the security media, and the security 
system for hotels and car rental offices.

Al Nuaimi visits Al Manama Comprehensive Police Station

MAJOR General Sheikh Sultan bin 
Abdullah Al Nuaimi, Commander-in-

Chief of Ajman 
Police, visited the 
Al Manama 
Comprehensive 
Police Station, 
accompanied by 
Lieutenant Colonel 
Shuaib Kajour, 
Director of External 
Traffic Police, and 
Lieutenant Colonel 

Department at the Office of the 
Commander-in-Chief.

The visit was part of the 
implementation of annual inspection 
system that aims to review work progress 
and focus on the needs of development.

Al Nuaimi and the accompanying 
delegation were received by Colonel Marwan 
Mohammad Rashid Alghufli, Chief of Al 
Manama Comprehensive Police Station. The 
Ajman Police chief praised the efforts of the 
station personnel, and directed them to exert 
all possible efforts to protect life and property.

Ahmed Rashid Al Suwaidi, Head of the 
Documents and Correspondence 
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Al Marri conducts meeting of crisis and disasters team 

Aviation Authority, and the Professional 
Communication Corporation.

Al Marri underscored the significance of 
this project and its role in dealing with 
maritime accidents. 

MAJOR General Abdullah Khalifa Al Marri, 
Commander-in-Chief of Dubai Police, presided a 
regular meeting that reviews previous decisions 
and implementations, government departments’ 
preparedness for any disaster, capacity-building 
as well as maritime security project.

The meeting was participated in by Ahmed 
Mohammed Saeed bin Humaidan, Deputy 
Director of Dubai Ruler’s Court; Major 
General Expert Khalil Ibrahim Al Mansouri, 
Assistant Commander-in-Chief of Dubai Police 
for Investigations; Colonel Engineer Kamel 
Buti Al Suwaidi, Deputy Director, General 
Department of Operations, Dubai Police; 
Brigadier Abdullah Ali Al Ghaithi, Director of 
the General Department of Organisations 
Protective Security and Emergency; Khalifa 

Hassan Al Dari, 
Executive Director 
of Dubai 
Ambulance 
Foundation.

Other members of 
the team were from 
the media office of 
the Government of 
Dubai, the 
Telecommunications 
Regulatory Authority, 
the National Emergency Crisis and Disaster 
Management Authority, the Directorate General 
of Civil Defence Dubai, Dubai Electricity and 
Water Authority, the Roads and Transport 
Authority, Dubai Municipality, the General Civil 

RAK officers honoured as role models

Fujairah Police launches campaign against distracted driving

UAQ students present traffic innovation 

BRIGADIER Dr Mohammad Saeed Al 
Humaidi, Director General of the Central 
Operations Department at RAK Police, 
honoured department directors and 
heads of sections and branches in the 
general administrations and Traffic and 

FUJAIRAH Police, represented by the Traffic 
and Patrols Department, launched the 
activities of the sixth subsidiary traffic 
campaign under the slogan ‘Do not be 
preoccupied by things other than the road’. 

Brigadier Ali Rashid bin Awash Al 

A delegation of students from the Faculty of Law 
in the Emirates Canadian University College, 
Umm Al Quwain, visited the Department of 
Traffic and Patrols in UAQ Police. 

The delegation met Colonel Saeed 
Obaid bin Aran, Director of the Traffic and 
Patrols Department, and Colonel Hamid 
Ahmed Al Ali, Acting Director of the Traffic 

Licensing Service Centre.
This was in appreciation of their role and 

efforts in developing police activity in Ras Al 
Khaimah, helping the services attain the highest 
standards in terms of customer satisfaction.

Al Humaidi explained that this recognition 

Yamahi, Director of Traffic and Patrols at 
Fujairah Police, explained that the violation 
associated with distracted driving – by 
using a mobile phone while driving or by 
any other means – incurs a fine of Dhs800 
and four traffic points.

and Patrols Department. 
The delegation presented an innovative 

project that serves pedestrians while 
protecting them from accidents. Bin Aran 
requested that this system be implemented 
in front of the faculty building as an 
encouragement to the students who 
developed it, and to also study if it could 

aims to honour the officers’ loyalty and sincerity 
to work, and because RAK Police aimed to 
incentivise others to become role models, too. 
The officers, he said, had helped offer 
innovative services and contributed to raising 
the performance indicators.

Captain Lt Mohamed Hassan Al Basri, 
Head of the Traffic Awareness Branch at 
Fujairah Police, said that spreading the 
culture of safety by making people aware 
of the risks of distracted driving would 
limit this behaviour.

be used in other areas of the emirate.
The meeting was attended by Lt Colonel 

Mohammed Ubaid Al Muhairi, Head of the 
Traffic and Patrols Section; Captain Hassan 
Ahmed Al Ali, Director of the Investigation 
and Accident Planning Branch; and 
Lieutenant Engineer Ahmed Ibrahim Al Ali, 
Director of the Traffic Engineering Branch. 
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FACTS & FIGURES

1st
The UAE becomes the first in the region and the 20th 
worldwide to become part of Facebook’s Missing Child 
Alert system (also called NiDAA) that aims to help reunite a 
missing child with his/her family, after the Ministry of Interior 
launched the smart app in the UAE in December 2019.

ISO 29990
The ISO certification number that the National Security 
Institute received for providing excellent training and 
education services. The institute is the first security training 
entity to receive this certificate in the UAE.

48
The number of female staff from various sectors at the 
Ministry of Interior who completed three courses, namely, 
the 10th ‘Qualification for Promotion to Warrant Officer 
Rank’ course, the 9th ‘Qualification for Promotion to 
Sergeant Rank’ course, and the 9th ‘Qualification for 
Promotion to Corporal Rank’.

38
The number of officers of the Ministry of Interior who 
graduated from three specialised courses, namely, 
Effective Communication and Public Relations Course for 
Office Managers, Advanced Strategic Thinking, 
Empowerment and Administrative Empowerment to 
Enhance Organisational Performance.

Dhs500 & 4 black 
points
Penalty for driving in the fog with hazard lights, as per 
Article 104 of the Traffic Regulation Rules for 2017, 
reminded by the Ministry of Interior. The Ministry 
cautions drivers that hazard lights should be used only 
when stopping on the road side or to alert motorists of 
dangers ahead.

“More than instilling fear in children about the dark side of the 
world wide web, arm them with right information and stay on 
top of what they do online. The Interfaith Alliance is a way to 
reach, inform and involve people of all faiths to accelerate 
action both globally and at grassroots levels to provide the 
advice and support that children and families need.”
 
Brigadier Mohammed Humaid bin Dalmuj Al Dhaheri, Secretary-General of 
the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of the Interior, 
highlights the role of parents and all segments of society in uniting together 
to tackle online security issues that confront children of today’s generation.

“The launch of NiDAA, Facebook’s Missing Child Alert system, is 
part of the Ministry of Interior’s strategic smart initiatives that 
aim utilise modern technologies to promote child protection. It 
reflects the UAE’s global reputation in safeguarding children’s 
safety. By employing international expertise, the Ministry now 
activates a system wherein reports of missing children will be 
centralised and given utmost priority.”
 
Lt General Saif Abdullah Al Sha’far, Undersecretary of the Ministry of 
Interior, underscores the significance of NiDAA, a smart alert app that 
reports missing children, in safeguarding children’s safety and protection 
in the UAE.
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We take immense pride and great pleasure in extending
our sincerest congratulations and best wishes to

 His Highness Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

and Their Highnesses Members of the Supreme Council and Rulers of the UAE

and to all the people of the UAE

His Highness Sheikh

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

His Highness Sheikh

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the UAE

On the occasion of the 47th National Day
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NEWS

UAE NEWS BULLETIN
POLICE NEWS, PEOPLE, NUMBERS AND EVENTS

An Arab man was sentenced to 60 days in jail and ordered to pay 
Dhs20,000 fine for swearing at his fiancée on WhatsApp. The 
defendant claimed that he sent it to her only as a form of joke. 
However, his fiancée did not buy his explanation. She filed a case 
before the court. Under Article 20 of UAE Cybercrime Law, any 
person who insults others or attributes to an incident that make 
others react with contempt using an electronic site shall be 
punished by imprisonment or a fine of not less than Dhs250,000 
and not exceeding Dhs500,000.

ABU DHABI

Dhs20,000

 
AJMAN

30%

9,000 tonnes

Civic officials inspected 150 food outlets in the 
emirate and found that 30% of them flouted the 
UAE law on tobacco control. These outlets were 
given two weeks to stop offering shisha to 
customers or be fined Dhs10,000.

A car that went up in flames on the premises of a 
hospital in Mankhool led to the emergency 
evacuation of babies, pregnant women and a few 
other patients around 2am. The car had been driven 
into the hospital compound, and the driver fled 
realising that it was about to catch fire. Smoke from 
the burning vehicle engulfed parts of the hospital. 

DUBAI

2am

In a crackdown on food that’s unfit for human 
consumption, Sharjah Municipality inspectors seized 
9,000 tonnes of food items. They also seized other 
goods such as bags, clothes, cosmetics, shoes, 
counterfeit gadgets and so on. Vendors selling food that 
has gone off face fines up to Dhs9,000 for a first offence.

SHARJAH
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26-year-old
RAS AL KHAIMAH

An Arab driver, 26, ran over an Asian national, 57, 
who was trying to cross the road. The driver 
claimed that he had tried to avoid hitting the victim 
but couldn’t stop or swerve fast enough. The 
pedestrian died on the spot as a result of critical 
injuries that he sustained from the accident.

 

UMM AL QUWAIN

Following reports of seven fatalities and 68 injured in 
traffic accidents involving trucks on the roads of Umm Al 
Quwain in the first 10 months of 2018, the UAQ Police 
have since stepped up its monitoring to curb erring truck 
drivers. Heavy vehicles and lorries are prohibited from 
using both the E311 and E11 roads heading to UAQ 
between 5.30am and 9:30am and between 4:30pm and 
9:30pm. Anyone found flouting the ban will be fined 
Dhs1,000 and issued four black points.

An Asian national stands trial for forging an 
apartment lease between him and the 
property owner. The complainant said the 
accused changed the date of the contract 
and the agreed amount upon submission to 
the municipality. In court, the accused 
denied the allegation. He claimed that all 
information stated in the contract was 
under consent of the property owner. The 
court is scheduled to give its verdict on the 
case at a later date. Jail term for forgery in 
the UAE could exceed 15 years.

15 years
FUJAIRAH

Dhs1,000
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AS THE DIGITAL ERA BRINGS WAVE OF CHANGE, THERE 

ARE OPPORTUNITIES APLENTY FOR THE UAE, WHICH IS 

BECOMING ONE OF THE NODAL POINTS OF THE NEW 

ECONOMIC WORLD ORDER. 999 DETAILS NEW EMERGING 

SECTORS AT THIS JUNCTURE OF ECONOMIC PROGRESS

BY INAYAT-UR-RAHMAN

DECODING THE
MOST IN-DEMAND

JOBS IN 2019
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M
ore employment opportunities 

will open up for jobseekers in the 

UAE in 2019, as corporate heads 

are feeling increasingly confident about their 

company’s growth prospects, according to a 

new analysis of the marketplace.

This year, the professionals most in demand 

will include infotech security analysts, 

systems administrators, as well as those with 

qualifications and experience in accounting 

and finance, according to recruitment firms 

and economic experts in the UAE.

Hiring experts revealed to 999 the skills 

that are in demand at this epoch of digital 

economy and likely to remain so in the 

near future are that of data scientists and 

analysts, project managers, digital, and 

cyber-security experts. There are also 

opportunities for jobseekers looking to land 

administration and support roles.

Recruitment specialist Robert Half 

recently polled chief financial officers 

(CFOs) in the UAE, and the majority, 89 per 

cent, said they felt positive about where 

their businesses are heading right now.

DIGITAL CATALYST
Various economic experts ascribe 

the continued success and thriving 

of companies to the UAE’s economic 

diversification agenda and the growing 

adoption of digital technologies. 

Organisations are investing in new 

technologies, including artificial 

intelligence and robotics, which in turn 

drives the need for employees with 

digital skills. The introduction of VAT 

will also continue to require firms to hire 

accounting and finance professionals.

Shan Saeed, Chief Economist at IQI Global, a 

real estate and investment firm, told 999 that 

in the next three to five years, the job market 

would provide opportunities to those involved 

in the technology, service, and logistics sectors. 

“These sectors have a huge potential in 

scaling up the efficiency and productivity of 

the labour force. Dubai is right in the centre 

of these industries. Renowned multinational 

corporations are already stationed here to 

provide opportunities to people with solid skill 

sets, as required by the market,” he added.

Based on his assessment and interaction 

with leaders from the corporate sector, 

government sector, aviation, sovereign 

wealth funds, technology, medical industry, 

and people in the corridors of power, the 

economist gave a forecast of the top 10 

jobs in the UAE in 2019. 

1. Big data analytics

2. Data science

3. Logistics

4. Financial services

5. Augmented intelligence / artificial 

intelligence

6. Healthcare

7. Private banking

8. Marketing and creative services

9. Biotechnology

10. Robotics

Meanwhile, Santhosh Rao, research 

director at research and advisory firm 

Gartner, told 999 that the top 10 IT jobs in 

2019 would be: digital business consultant, 

Python programmer, cloud architect, 

DevOps engineer, data scientist, business 

analyst, cyber-security architect, embedded 

systems engineer, data engineer, and 

network architect.

Renowned 
multinational 

companies are already 
stationed here to provide 

opportunities 
to people with 
solid skill sets

SHAN SAEED
Chief Economist, IQI Global

COVER STORY
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HUMAN CAPITAL
Saeed elaborated his point on why 

investment in human capital could reap 

long-term dividends for the economy. He 

has gained some important insights from 

his Nobel Laureate professor, the late Gary 

Becker from the Booth School of Business, 

University of Chicago, US, about the 

development of human training and macro-

level impact on society. 

“A trained labour force can bring in 

efficiency and productivity, the vital elements 

of economic progress. Continuous learning 

and enhancing skill sets are significant; 

technology can help people become 

smarter and sharper,” he said.

MACRO FACTORS
CA Mahmood Bangara, Chairman of 

the Institute of Chartered Accountants of 

India Dubai Chapter, said that the labour 

force in the UAE is expected to benefit 

tremendously from the Expo 2020. “We’re 

witnessing the announcement of several 

infrastructure and realty projects, in view 

of the upcoming Expo 2020 mega event. 

Surely, logistics and tourism will get a 

boost. The VAT collection is likely to be 

poured back into the economy, resulting in 

more activities,” he said.

Like other experts that 999 spoke with, 

Bangara also shared a similar economic 

forecast that “with the techno revolution, 

routine jobs will be replaced by jobs 

requiring higher skills”, and that “IT 

security analysts, systems administrators, 

accounting and finance professionals, 

data scientists and analysts, project 

managers, digital and cyber security 

experts would be most in demand.”

“The growing adoption of digital 

technologies in the region is boosting 

business confidence,” said Bangara. 

“In terms of administration and support 

jobs, organisations are focused on 

driving efficiencies and hence are not 

fully replacing headcount in functions 

such as administration, clerical support 

and accounting.”

HIRING CENTRAL
Sunil Gomes, Chief Executive Officer 

of Gemini Property Developers, told 999 

that the UAE has always been a magnet 

for jobseekers, especially the bustling 

metropolises Abu Dhabi and Dubai. 

Due to enormous numbers of expats 

seeking greener pastures, as well as big 

multinational firms, the skills landscape in 

the country had dramatically changed in 

the past decade, he said.

“The UAE’s diversification into non-oil 

industries and the rapid digital transformation 

of its economic model are some of the most 

massive changes the country is experiencing. 

From skills perspective, this means a 

growing need for talent proficient with 

new-age innovative technologies and digital 

competencies,” said Gomes. “Be it tourism 

or real estate, both of which have formed 

the backbone of the UAE’s diversification 

agenda, or other top emerging areas, such 

as life sciences and consumer goods, 

technology will drive the progress across 

industries. In preparation to be future-ready 

for a smart and digital tomorrow, the UAE is 

one of the first countries in the world to have 

a minister for artificial intelligence.”

“The aim is to embed technology and AI 

advantages in the public sector and lead by 

example to encourage the private sector 

to embrace tech innovations. Additionally, 

as part of its vision to transcend into a 

knowledge-based economy, the UAE is 

positioning itself as an incubator of ideas 

and innovation, fostering knowledge, 

research and development, and innovation 

talent,” he added.

We’re witnessing the 
announcement of 

several infrastructure and 
realty projects, in view of 

the upcoming 
Expo 2020 
mega event. 
Surely, 
logistics and 
tourism will 
get a boost

CA MAHMOOD BANGARA
Chairman of the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of India, Dubai Chapter

In preparation to be 
future-ready for a 

smart and digital tomorrow, 
the UAE is one of the first 
countries in the 
world to have 
a minister 
for artificial 
intelligence

SUNIL GOMES
Chief Executive Officer of 

Gemini Property Developers
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being created. People with specialised skill 

sets and experiences are in great demand 

and companies are paying high salary 

premiums to compete for talent.” 

He added, “Through our Future of Work 

research, we identified jobs in greatest 

demand today. We also looked at universal 

skills that will help keep the current 

workforce relevant. It should come as no 

surprise that the most in-demand jobs in 

the UAE are digital in one form or another. 

“In our recent survey of top UAE executives, 

80 per cent identified digital analytics as 

the new role they most value today. That’s 

followed by information security experts, 

digital product developers, and digital sales 

and marketing people. ‘Engineers’ as a broad 

category was identified as the most difficult 

TECH-READY STAFF

George Karam, Managing Partner of the 

organisational consulting firm Korn Ferry 

Advisory, Middle East and Africa, said 

that everyone is in the midst of a massive 

digital tsunami that brings wave after 

wave of change, impacting every aspect 

of business, government, and society 

in general. Right in the middle of this 

technology transformation is the future of 

work. What jobs are being created to fuel 

the new digital economy? And where to 

find people with expertise and experience 

to fill these jobs?

“With artificial intelligence and advanced 

technology, we have only scratched the 

surface and there’s no time to hit the pause 

button to reset strategy. Businesses have 

to adapt rapidly or risk their businesses 

getting left behind. That’s what makes it 

all the more challenging to predict with 

certainty what the jobs of the future will 

look like,” said Karam. 

New research shows that the value 

and importance of people are even more 

relevant and essential to this new era of AI. 

In the Korn Ferry Future of Work research 

series, human capital represented to the 

global economy a potential value of $1,215 

trillion (Dhs4,459 trn), or 2.33 times greater 

than the physical capital, which includes 

tangible assets like technology, real estate, 

and inventory. For every $1 (Dhs3.7 approx) 

invested in human capital, $11.39 (Dhs41.8 

approx) is added to the GDP.

Karam told 999, “Jobs aren’t disappearing 

because of technology; but they’re definitely 

changing, with entirely new job classes 

UAE leaders have 
demonstrated tremendous 

foresight, investing in 
the digital economy of 

the future. Examples are 
cross-over innovation and 

transformation of the 
nation’s education system

role to recruit for in the UAE today – this 

is also an area of expertise that’s rapidly 

changing through the implementation of AI 

and advanced technology,” he explained.

BEST SALARIES
Karam said, “Currently in the UAE, the 

oil and gas and financial services sectors 

are paying the highest salary premiums 

for digital expertise. Both sectors require a 

higher degree of specialisation and have 

long commanded higher salaries.”

He added, “Yet, it’s in the emerging 

sectors that are integral to future UAE 

economic growth where we’re seeing the 

greatest year-on-year salary increases. Real 

estate, leisure and hospitality, and food 

and beverage sectors reported the highest 

average salary gains in our 2018 research.”

STATE INITIATIVES 
Karam highlighted that, “UAE leaders 

have demonstrated tremendous foresight, 

investing in the digital economy of the 

future. Examples are cross-over innovation 

and transformation of the nation’s 

education system, and initiatives like One 

Million Arab Coders that will help prepare 

not just young Emiratis but youth across 

the region to be our business, social and 

government leaders of the future.

“Another example is the emphasis on 

In our recent survey 
of top UAE executives, 

80 per cent 
identified 
digital 
analytics as 
the new role 
they most 
value 
today

GEORGE KARAM
Managing Partner of Korn Ferry Advisory, 

Middle East and Africa
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STEM (science, technology, engineering, 

and mathematics) education programmes 

by the Ministry of Higher Education, as an 

effort to increase female participation in 

traditionally male-dominated fields. Korn 

Ferry Women CEOs Speak research has 

shown a direct correlation between STEM 

education and the success of women 

taking on higher-impact leadership roles 

in business.

“You can also look at initiatives like 

establishing the Ministry of Artificial 

Intelligence, Mission to Mars and numerous 

incubators that help drive entrepreneurial 

innovation and implementation of 

advanced technology. 

“For young people entering the workforce 

today, our leadership is taking the 

necessary steps to best prepare them to 

both take advantage of and contribute to 

the new digital UAE.”

THE CHALLENGES AND 
SOLUTIONS

Karam explained that there’s another 

unique challenge arising from the 

transformation of the new digital economy – 

one that impacts both business sustainability 

and individual employment potential.

That challenge is: “What do we do with 

our existing workforce, people who don’t 

have this in-demand digital expertise? How 

do we keep highly capable people in the 

middle of successful careers from being 

passed by in the new digital age?”

“It is not about making everyone a 

programmer or digital expert. Rather it’s 

about creating a workforce that’s far more 

adaptive to future business needs, no 

matter what they end up being. It’s also 

about breaking down long-held norms of 

regimented workforce organisation and job 

roles,” Karam underscored.

He said that companies should look at 

mobility programmes that give employees 

greater experience across roles and 

divisions within an organisation, making 

them more agile and flexible. “There 

are development programmes that help 

improve people’s ability to deal with 

ambiguity in the workplace, enabling them 

to better navigate change in a positive 

way,” said the expert. 

Karam summed up, “There’s no question 

that the future of work will have many 

unknowns and the rapid deployment of AI 

and advanced technology will continue to 

bring new waves of change. Our challenge 

is preparing the workforce of the future 

to make sure we are in the best position 

possible to harness the true transformative 

potential of AI and the digital economy.” 

For young people 
entering the workforce
today, our leadership 

is taking the
necessary steps to 

best prepare them to
both take advantage 
of and contribute to
the new digital UAE
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BUT FOR TOLERANCE,
THERE WOULDN’T BE HOPE

Ali Obaid is a veteran Emirati commentator and 
writer on local issues; he currently heads the News 

Centre at Dubai Media Incorporated

Harmony, security, progress – all of this depends on one quality. It’s 
fitting that the ‘Year of Zayed’ is followed by the ‘Year of Tolerance’

T
he ‘Year of Zayed’ has come to an end. His eternal wisdom 

was remembered, his great actions admired, and the late 

Sheikh Zayed and his deeds will remain in everyone’s heart 

and memory because great leaders are never forgotten.

Because the founding father instilled beautiful and refined 

values in the souls of the sons and daughters of his homeland, 

the leader of the country has chosen one of the foremost of those 

values, and made it a heading for this year – 2019 will be the 

‘Year of Tolerance’ as declared by the President His Highness 

Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

This will be a year establishing the UAE 

as a global capital for tolerance, while 

emphasising on this value as a sustainable 

institutional activity through a constellation 

of legislations and policies. The state will 

promote the practices of dialogue and 

accepting each other, and openness to 

various cultures, particularly amongst the 

new generations. The positive 

repercussions of these would be reflected 

on society in general. 

“But for tolerance, there would not be 

friendship or fraternal affinity, for 

tolerance is a distinguished feature.” This 

was said by Zayed decades ago, and he matched his words 

with deeds: the UAE became one of the countries considered 

a model of co-existence between citizens and residents. 

Without tolerance, there would be no security; without 

tolerance there wouldn’t be prosperity; without tolerance there 

wouldn’t be the national achievements. The UAE has raced 

time and surpassed it by strides, at a time when the world is 

engulfed by conflicts.

The choice of ‘tolerance’ to headline this year underscores the 

state’s approach: reinforcing the values of co-existence between 

religions and nationalities, and creating opportunities for 

But for tolerance, 
there would not 
be friendship or 
fraternal affinity, 
for tolerance is 
a distinguished 
feature,” said
Sheikh Zayed

constructive, rational and mature dialogue between people, 

notwithstanding their diversity. This is an approach initiated by 

the builders of this country – they built its edifice upon love, 

tolerance, and moderation. 

The UAE was never – not for one day – a supporter of violence 

and war. It never forfeits its rights, while rejecting any threat or 

aggression towards its security and the integrity of its territories. 

The leadership charted a path built on tolerance, 

underscoring it through laws, principally Law No. 2 of 2015 

which criminalises deeds associated with the disparagement 

of religions and their sacred elements, 

preventing all forms of discrimination, 

including insults to God, deities, prophets, 

holy books, or houses of worship; 

discrimination towards people on the 

basis of religion, creed, colour, or 

ethnicity; any words or actions that would 

stir up instability or prejudice, and this 

includes communication through 

electronic networks.

Those values laid down by the leaders of 

the UAE since the era of the founding fathers, 

and followed by their sons and grandsons, 

made all the nations on this planet view the 

UAE with appreciation and deference, reflecting the standing of our 

country amongst the political and religious leaderships of the world.

The anticipated visit of the Pope of the Catholic Church to the 

UAE, planned on February 3-5, is ample proof of such standing. 

This is the first visit undertaken by the Catholic Pope to a Gulf state. 

Moreover, the choice of the UAE as a destination for the Pope 

has not come in a vacuum. It’s actually a reflection of the standing 

enjoyed by the state amongst religious leaders of the world, as 

well as the role it plays in the domain of interfaith interaction. 

But for tolerance, no creature or rock or tree would remain on 

earth, so welcome to the new year in its splendid Emirati attire.

COLUMN

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior
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We take immense pride and great pleasure in extending
our sincerest congratulations and best wishes to

 His Highness Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

and Their Highnesses Members of the Supreme Council and Rulers of the UAE

and to all the people of the UAE

On the occasion of the 47th National Day

His Highness Sheikh

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

His Highness Sheikh

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the UAE
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YEAR OF ZAYED (2018) 
EXPANDS INTO YEAR OF 

TOLERANCE (2019), AS THE 
UAE HIGHLIGHTS ONE OF THE 

KEY VALUES OF THE FOUNDING 
FATHER AND THE NATION

Spreading
the light of
tolerance

BY MARK NITUMA

SOCIETY
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O
pen your hearts. Open your 

minds. Wider. The UAE has 

declared 2019 as the ‘Year 

of Tolerance’. President His Highness 

Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan has 

emphasised that the UAE must stand 

out as the world’s centre for tolerance 

and uphold the values of co-existence 

and peace in local, regional and 

international communities. 

“Instilling values of tolerance carries 

on Sheikh Zayed’s legacy and teachings. 

It is one of the most important attributes 

that we can impact on our people and the 

global community to ensure the safety, 

stability and happiness of peoples across 

the world,” HH Sheikh Khalifa said.

Tolerance is defined as a human value 

that makes you respect what’s important 

to others, even if you can’t always 

understand these practices. Tolerance is 

what cements the relationship between 

and amongst each nationality who live 

together in the UAE without fear, conflict, 

and discrimination. The UAE respects 

their freedom and beliefs though the 

state itself abides by the Islamic faith.

When people belong to diverse 

opinions, personalities, strengths, 

habits, religions and backgrounds, it’s 

only tolerance for one another’s self-

expression that can keep the nation 

together. Tolerance is, thus, hailed as 

one of the greatest virtues of civilised 

societies. 

GREAT HERITAGE
It’s significant that the declaration 

of the ‘Year of Tolerance’ follows an 

PRESIDENT HIS HIGHNESS 
SHEIKH KHALIFA BIN ZAYED 

AL NAHYAN

Instilling values of 
tolerance carries on 
Sheikh Zayed’s legacy 
and teachings. It is one 
of the most important 
attributes that we can 
impact on our people and 
the global community 
to ensure the safety, 
stability and happiness of 
peoples across the world

announcement that Pope Francis 

would visit the UAE in February 2019. 

The nation’s founding father, the late 

Sheikh Zayed once said, “To treat 

every person, no matter what his 

creed or race, as a special soul, is a 

mark of Islam.” 

Security And Safety For All
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HH SHEIKH MOHAMMED BIN RASHID
AL MAKTOUM

Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE
and Ruler of Dubai

Dear brothers and sisters, 
the President has issued a 

directive to announce 2019 as the 
‘Year of Tolerance’ in the UAE, 
with the aim of solidifying the 
international role that the country 
plays as the capital of co-existence 
and meeting of civilisations

HH SHEIKH MOHAMED BIN ZAYED
AL NAHYAN

Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander
of the Armed Forces

With HH Sheikh Khalifa’s 
announcement of 2019 as the ‘Year 

of Tolerance’, we recall the great heritage 
that the late Sheikh Zayed founded on 
tolerance and today characterises UAE’s 
diverse society. The world today needs 
universal human values to be promoted 
for the sake of future generations

The ‘Year of Tolerance’ comes in the 

culmination of the UAE’s call to observe 

the ‘Year of Zayed’ last year. It has been 

announced that this year’s cornerstone 

emanates from the treasured ideals and 

principles of the late Sheikh Zayed.

HH Sheikh Khalifa’s plan promptly 

found support and praises from 

the fabrics of society. His Highness 

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 

Maktoum, Vice President and Prime 

Minister of the UAE and Ruler of 

Dubai, underscored: “Dear brothers 

and sisters, the President has issued 

a directive to announce 2019 as the 

‘Year of Tolerance’ in the UAE, with 

the aim of solidifying the international 

role that the country plays as the 

capital of co-existence and meeting 

of civilisations.” 

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid called 

tolerance the cornerstone of advanced 

societies, intellectually and humanely, 

YOU CAN DO THIS 

One of the most challenging 
aspects of tolerance is 
introspection. You could take 
some time every week to reflect 
on your prejudices and rewire your 
actions. In the rush of life, we often 
become critical of ourselves and 
everything seems like a failure. 
This can frequently spill over to our 
relationship with others, including 
strangers. Break the pattern this 
year. Tolerance, like charity, starts 
with oneself.

and “one of the tools of 

empowering civilisations 

and ensuring stability and 

flourishing of nations”. 

HH Sheikh Mohamed 

bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 

Crown Prince of Abu 

Dhabi and Deputy 

Supreme Commander 

of the Armed Forces, 

stressed: “With HH Sheikh 

Khalifa’s announcement 

of 2019 as the ‘Year of 

Tolerance’, we recall 

the great heritage that 

the late Sheikh Zayed 

founded on tolerance 

and today characterises 

UAE’s diverse society. 

The world today needs 

universal human values to 

be promoted for the sake 

of future generations.”

SOCIETY
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PAPAL VISIT

The Holy See of the Catholic Church is one of the most 

popular Christian leaders in modern history thanks to his 

progressive approach to religion and tolerance for all faiths. 

A former bouncer who also taught literature and psychology, 

Pope Francis is getting people to believe in God but, equally 

importantly, in humanity.

Pope Francis’ historic visit to the UAE will include a 

mass at Zayed Sports City on February 5, for more than 

100,000 people. He’ll also visit Sheikh Zayed Grand 

Mosque and the Founder’s Memorial. 

TOLERANCE IN COMMUNITY: One of the 

most significant areas of focus in 2019 will 

be to promote the values of tolerance in the 

family and to expand it to include different 

cultures. One way of ensuring this is through 

community centres across the country.

TOLERANCE IN EDUCATION: The UAE 

aims to establish firmly, the teachings behind 

the values of tolerance within education 

systems, from schools to universities.

TOLERANCE AT THE WORKPLACE: 

Programmes will be carried out to highlight 

the importance of creating safe, tolerant, 

and cohesive workplaces in public and 

private sectors, so that everybody is treated 

equally and has opportunities for growth.

TOLERANCE AND CULTURE: One of 

the most challenging tasks is to promote 

cultural tolerance amongst the vastly 

different identities in the country. This 

objective will be tackled through events 

and programmes to celebrate the UAE’s 

inherent cultural diversity.

UAE MODEL OF TOLERANCE: A series 

of initiatives and projects, as well as 

dialogues between various cultures, will 

seek to solidify the UAE as the global 

capital for tolerance.

TOLERANCE IN LEGISLATION: The 

Supreme National Committee for 

Tolerance will work on developing policy, 

legislation, and executive regulations 

guaranteeing the sustainability of values 

and lessons behind tolerance.

TOLERANCE IN THE MEDIA: The 

media, including social networking sites, 

collectively form the most important 

instrument of awareness about positive 

values. There will be media campaigns 

and projects to promote the UAE Model 

of Tolerance.

SEVEN PILLARS 

ACTIONS SPEAK 

You’ll see an attitude of tolerance in the way UAE conducts its 

work. Here are some things to look forward to: 

1. HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid has set up a committee for 

the ‘Year of Tolerance’. It’ll spread the UAE model worldwide. To 

be chaired by HH Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Minister 

of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, it will include 

ministers and representatives from UAE civil society organisations.

2. Expect tolerance to play an important role when the Special 

Olympic World Games are held in Abu Dhabi from March 14-21, 

2019. This is the first time the Games are being held in the 

Middle East and North Africa region. More than 7,500 athletes 

from around the world and an estimated 500,000 spectators 

are expected. 

3. Local committees will be formed in coordination with the 

authorities in each emirate with the aim of consolidating local 

and federal efforts towards attaining the objectives of the ‘Year 

of Tolerance’.

4. Social events and campaigns at institutional and community 

levels will be organised to spread the message of tolerance. 

5. Dubai Health Authority, which unveiled the ‘Year of Zayed’ 

insurance card, promises to create initiatives to mark the ‘Year 

of Tolerance’ as well.

6. Ebrahim Ahmad Al Zaabi, Director of the Ras Al Khaimah Courts 

Department, has said that RAK courts would set up a ‘tolerance 

section’ to resolve minor disputes in an amicable way before 

taking it to the courtroom.

Security And Safety For All
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EVERYBODY TOGETHER
The underpinning foundations for tolerance have been transplanted into the very core of the UAE society since its 

foundation and transcended thereon. The Cabinet has a Minister of State for Tolerance, HE Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al 

Nahyan, and the country observes International Day of Tolerance every November 16. 

One of the most beautiful bridges in Dubai is called the Bridge of Tolerance. In 2016, the International Institute for 

Management Development in Switzerland ranked the UAE first regionally and third globally in the Tolerance Index. Some of 

the other significant brainchild initiatives of the UAE’s tolerance towards all cultures and faith are as follows:

The National Tolerance Programme was launched in 2016 to 

boost the values of tolerance and co-existence and to strike 

down discrimination and hatred.

1

4

3

In July 2015, HH Sheikh Khalifa issued Federal Decree Law No. 

2 of 2015 on Combating Discrimination and Hatred, which fights 

discrimination against individuals or groups based on religion, 

doctrine, race, colour or ethnic origin.

2

In June 2017, the Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Mosque in Abu 

Dhabi was renamed Masjid Maryam, Umm Eisa (Arabic for Mary, 

the Mother of Jesus Mosque). 

WAM

The country has established centres to counter extremism, 

such as the International Institute for Tolerance, Hedayah 

Centre, and Sawab Centre.

SOCIETY
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The World Tolerance Summit was held on November 15-16, 

2018, which was attended by 1,000 delegates. Amongst them 

were government and private sector leaders, human rights 

and social studies experts, as well as social media influencers.

Vice President and Prime Minister 
of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai His 

Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum, along with other UAE 

officials and ministers, during the World 
Tolerance Summit in 2018.

HH Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and International Cooperation, at the Walk of Tolerance in 
Umm Al Emarat Park.

In November 2018, a festival was held to celebrate the 

country’s culture of tolerance at the backdrop of the 

diverse nationalities living in this part of the world. HH 

Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed, Minister of Foreign Affairs and 

International Cooperation, spearheaded the 2km Walk Unified 

event, wherein hundreds of residents of all backgrounds, to 

promote the Ministry of Tolerance’s mission of raising public 

awareness about acceptance and understanding.

In 2020, a Hindu temple is expected to open in Abu Dhabi. 

It will have seven towers to represent the seven emirates. 

Permission to erect this edifice was given by the Abu Dhabi 

government in 2015. There are, of course, a number of Hindu 

temples in the UAE as well as more than 40 churches of 

different Christian denominations, amongst others.
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SOCIETY

of safety in the region and the rest of the world, under the wise 

leadership of President HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan. 

He also lauded the keenness of the Ministry of Interior under the 

leadership of HH Sheikh Saif bin Zayed for his full support to 999 

Magazine to participate in spreading the values of tolerance and 

peace amongst all the segments of society.

Meanwhile, Colonel Awadh Saleh Saeed also thanked the 

unwavering support of HH Sheikh Saif bin Zayed, and the follow up 

of HE Khalil Dawoud Badran, along with the efforts of the staff of 999 

Magazine, to partake in the celebration of the 47th National Day.  

Major General Al Raisi, HE Khalil Dawoud Badran, and Colonel 

Awadh Saleh Saeed honoured the strategic partner of the event, 

Muhannad Fayez Masri, general manager of DAMASCO Group, 

and representatives of the companies that sponsored the event.

Marking the 47th National Day, 999 Magazine, the official 

publication of the Ministry of Interior, celebrated the most 

fundamental principle of tolerance that the founding father, the late 

Sheikh Zayed, has cultivated into the very heart of his homeland.

Tolerance has always been an invisible yet compelling force that 

continuously propels the unmatched level of peace and progress 

that every UAE resident enjoys. Thus, the theme ‘Zayed, Tolerance 

and Peace’ was conceptualised by the magazine as its tribute to the 

National Day, held at Emirates Palace Hotel, December 12, 2018.

In the presence and support of Major General Dr Ahmed Nasser 

Al Raisi, Inspector General at the Ministry of Interior, His Excellency 

Khalil Dawoud Badran, Chairman of 999 Magazine Development 

Committee, and Colonel Awadh Saleh Saeed, Editor-in-Chief of 

999 Magazine, the event was attended by a number of senior 

officers, personalities, and members of the media.

In his opening speech, Major General Al Raisi highlighted the 

significance of the three aspects of the theme—Zayed, Tolerance 

and Peace. He underscored that these solid aspects remind the 

new generation of the spirit that paved the way for the inception of 

the federation. He said that the UAE’s birth as a nation has become 

a model of co-existence for the rest of the world to emulate.

Major General Al Raisi said the harmonious co-existence of 

many nationalities in the country has made it one of the safest and 

happiest societies at a global scale, thanks to the keenness of Lt 

General HH Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 

and Minister of Interior, to unceasingly calibrate the level of safety 

and security in the country through best international practices.

For his part, HE Khalil Dawoud Badran stressed that the 

magazine’s event had a fitting tribute to the late Sheikh Zayed 

on the occasion of the 47th National Day. He said that the 

fundamental principle of tolerance has made the UAE an oasis 

999 CELEBRATES ‘ZAYED, TOLERANCE AND PEACE’ IN
47TH NATIONAL DAY

Major General Dr Ahmed Nasser Al Raisi, Inspector General at the Ministry of Interior (2nd from right), His Excellency Khalil Dawoud Badran, Chairman 
of 999 Magazine Development Committee (1st from right), and Colonel Awadh Saleh Saeed, Editor-in-Chief of 999 Magazine (1st from left), during the 
honouring of sponsors and partners of the event.

Major General Dr Ahmed Nasser Al Raisi, Inspector General at the Ministry of 
Interior, highlights the significance of the three aspects of the theme—Zayed, 
Toleration and Peace—during his opening remarks.
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COLUMN

GIVE CHILDREN THE VIRTUAL 
DIGNITY THEY DESERVE 

Tim Maycock is Director of Maycock Training
Ltd, an international consultancy firm

Sexting, grooming and other Internet-age words tarnish the 
greatness of the worldwide web. Let us find stronger measures to 
eliminate these dangers

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

D
ear friends, we are truly blessed. We are indeed 

fortunate to live in the golden age of the worldwide 

web, an amazing innovation into the thrall of which 

today’s children have been thrust and know no different.

But those of us who are older can clearly recall the days 

before the Internet revolution. And frankly, 

my friends, there are times when this 

senior citizen wishes we could return to 

those ‘unenlightened days’.

“Could it be that things were so much 

simpler then, or has time re-written all the 

lines?” – words borrowed from a personal 

favourite, an old song.

It may seem curmudgeonly to suggest 

that a life before mobile phones, 

computers, e-mail, etc could actually be 

preferable to our contemporary high-

octane lifestyle. This is not to say always, 

but we wish to turn back time at times.

The children of every nation naturally revel 

in the virtual world. The Internet and all that 

comes with it is exciting, enabling, 

empowering and many other truly good 

things. It’s undoubtedly a huge asset in terms 

of education. And yet, it has its dark side, too.

This is not directly about that sinister 

entity known as the Dark Web, although 

no doubt much of the following is of 

relevance to it. This is about our children – yours and mine – 

living their normal lives, yet sometimes being subjected to 

moral, even mortal danger. Potentially, being subjected by us, 

their loving parents, not deliberately, but sometimes recklessly, 

in the sense that while they’re rapt in the virtual world, they are 

quiet and happy – and we can relax.

However, although they may be quiet, do we really know what 

There are the 
‘shadowlands’ 
where dwell those 
predators who prey 
on naive youngsters, 
pretending to be 
friends, perhaps 
appearing to be role 
models, and with 
false bonhomie and 
hollow promises 
enticing our kids 
into their ghastly 
virtual webs

they’re looking at? We all know that there are websites freely 

available where one can watch indecent online contents. There 

are yet more horrors – strong language, wanton and savage 

violence, gambling and so on.

Then there are the ‘shadowlands’ where dwell those 

predators who prey on naive youngsters, 

pretending to be friends, perhaps 

appearing to be role models, and with 

false bonhomie and hollow promises 

enticing our kids into their ghastly virtual 

webs.

What follows is invariably some form 

of ‘grooming’ for the sexual gratification 

of the predator – ‘sexting, sexploitation’ 

and other modern words come into play. 

These ‘Internet-age’ terms are gradually 

appearing to describe the disgusting 

and damaging criminal behaviour that 

targets the easiest, most vulnerable 

young victims.

Not surprisingly, our leaders have 

grasped the initiative to do something 

about it. In November 2018, Abu Dhabi 

hosted an Interfaith Alliance, where 

scholars discussed the topic ‘Child Dignity 

Online’. Amongst the suggestions were: 

education, both of parents and their 

children; more robust exercise of parental 

controls; and developing technology and highly-skilled teams to 

monitor and restrict internet content, ensuring it’s appropriate to 

the end user.

This is a serious and troubling problem of our time. But one 

that with global cooperation on the scale envisaged by the 

Interfaith Alliance, can be addressed, so that the true wonder of 

the digital age can be enjoyed and embraced. 
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CHILD PROTECTION
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ABU DHABI RECENTLY HOSTED AN INTERNATIONAL FORUM 
ON SHIELDING CHILDREN AND YOUNG ADULTS FROM ONLINE 

ABUSE. THIS IS A TOP PRIORITY FOR THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR, 
ESPECIALLY AS INTERNET PENETRATION GALLOPS FORWARD

THE NEW
BATTLEGROUND 
FOR CHILDREN’S 

DIGNITY
BY HS PARAMITA

Security And Safety For All
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M
ost, if not all, children born in 

this generation can’t imagine 

life without the worldwide web. 

They’re undoubtedly enthralled by the 

digital revolution. Although the Internet 

enables easy interaction from across the 

world, it has dark side, too. Children are 

much more likely to walk into traps laid by 

predators on the web. 

The UAE, which chaired for three 

years the Virtual Global Taskforce, an 

international body for the protection of 

children online, leaves no stone unturned 

for cybercriminals that victimise the youth. 

Last November 19-20, the country hosted 

a forum, the Interfaith Alliance for Safer 

Communities, to discuss a burning topic: 

‘Child Dignity in the Digital World’.

Lt General His Highness Sheikh 

Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy 

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, 

highlighted in his opening speech during 

the inauguration of the global forum a 

very significant pledge that every nation 

must commit to, in order to protect the 

children of today’s generation. “We are 

at a point in history where we all need 

LT GENERAL HH SHEIKH
SAIF BIN ZAYED

AL NAHYAN
Deputy Prime Minister and

Minister of Interior

We are at a point in 
history where we 
all need to come 
together to further 
cultivate the safety 
and protection of 
our children

CHILD PROTECTION

Lt General His Highness Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, inaugurated the Interfaith Alliance for Safer Communities 
in November 2018. The Interior Minister joined religious leaders, industry heads, and children’s rights advocacy groups from across the world.

WAM

to come together to further cultivate the 

safety and protection of our children,” 

HH Sheikh Saif bin Zayed underscored.

At the end of this global forum, a new 

pledge —called the Abu Dhabi Declaration 

—was forged amongst 450 religious 

leaders, industry heads, and children’s 

rights organisations and charities from 

across the world. The delegates from 

various participating countries declared 

the year 2019 as the ‘Year of Child Dignity’, 

which aims to consolidate concerted efforts 
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to prevent child abuse and exploitation. 

Brigadier Mohammed Humaid bin Dalmuj 

Al Dhaheri, Secretary-General of the Office 

of the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 

the Interior, noted the importance of the role 

of unity and commitment in tackling modern 

social issues. He said, “The Interfaith 

Alliance is a way to reach, inform and involve 

people of all faiths to accelerate action both 

globally and at grassroots levels to provide 

the advice, comfort and support that children 

and families need.”

WHO TARGETS CHILDREN?
Online abuse of children can take several 

forms, from sexual exploitation, cyber-

bullying and blackmail to exposure to 

inappropriate content, extremism, or cyber-

scams involving money.

Stark statistics seared the Interfaith Alliance 

forum sessions – “720,000 sexual abuse 

images uploaded every single day”, said 

Robbert van der Berg, Executive Director for 

End Child Prostitution and Trafficking (ECPAT) 

International. Over two days, experts went 

through online risks to children and young 

adults; the impact of online harassment 

and sexual abuse on them; and the roles of 

policymakers and religious associations in 

protecting children against digital abuse.

“The United Nations International 

Children’s Emergency Fund has found 

that children under 18 account for one 

in three Internet users around the world. 

One billon children and youth use the 

Internet, of which one in eight was bullied 

on social media in 2017,” Major Dana 

Humaid Al Marzouqi, acting director of 

BRIGADIER MOHAMMED 
HUMAID BIN DALMUJ

AL DHAHERI
Secretary-General of the Office of the 

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of the Interior

The Interfaith Alliance is a 
way to reach, inform and 
involve people of all faiths 
to accelerate action both 
globally and at grassroots 
levels to provide the 
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children and 

families 
need
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Head of the Projects Department at the 
Ministry of Interior
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of which one in eight 

was bullied on 
social media 
in 2017

HERE ARE THE RULES: Parents can set specific times 

and decide the type of content a child can access online. 

There must be clarity on what a child can or cannot do 

online.

LET’S TALK: A healthy and open relationship between 

parents and children encourages the latter to talk about 

their experiences and online friends and, thus, become less 

vulnerable to cyber predators.

THINK BEFORE YOU CLICK: This one is best taught 

by example. Parents should train children to pause and 

check before they click on a link or forward a post.

PARENTS, BE AWARE

In June 2018, a Norton Cyber Security Insights Report revealed that a large number of parents in the UAE were 

failing to protect their children’s safety or privacy online despite being aware and concerned about them. 

According to the survey, which involved 1,059 adults, 87 per cent of parents knew it was dangerous to let their 

children use computers and mobile devices without supervision. Yet, 66 per cent of the parents did not limit access to 

any websites or apps. More than a third of the parents let children browse the web unsupervised, and at least one in 

20 admitted they didn’t take any action to protect children online. 

Here are a few pointers for adults who have a hands-off approach to parenting:

ABOUT SHARING: Parents can have open discussions 

about the risks of posting and sharing private information, 

videos, and photographs, especially on social media.

TECH OVER: Predators are experts at using 

technology. Parents can counter them by using 

security software to protect the computer and their 

children. Smatphones also come with parental 

controls, and there are apps that can filter out 

explicit content.

SAFETY CODE: Teach children to create strong 

passwords and change these frequently.
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the Child Protection Centre at the General 

Secretariat of the Minister of Interior and 

the representative of the UAE national team 

for the Interfaith Alliance, told 999.

In one Western country, new statistics by 

the National Crime Agency revealed that 

referrals of child abuse images surged by 

700 per cent in the past five years. A total 

of 80,000 people in that country were also 

found to present some kind of sexual threat 

to children online.
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In March 2018, ECPAT and Interpol had 

released a study showing that babies and 

toddlers are at greater risk of severe online 

sexual abuse. The report was based on 

800 series of randomly selected photos 

and videos on Interpol’s International Child 

Sexual Exploitation database. A shocking 

84 per cent featured explicit sexual activity, 

assault and sadism as well as bestiality, 

humiliation or necrophilia. Also, 60 per cent 

of the victims were pre-pubescent, and 

included toddlers. Images of severe abuse 

mostly featured boys and the offenders 

were most likely to be men. 

ONLINE GROOMING
The UAE has one of the highest 

digital penetrations in the world, with 

millions of users in their teens. At the 

Interfaith Alliance forum, Selim Edde, 

Head of Public Policy and Government 

Relations for the MENA region at 

Google, said, “There are approximately 

420 million people in the Arab World, 

of which 80 million are online. We 

expect this to nearly double in the next 

three years. All from our youth.” The 

region is, consequently, amongst the 

most vulnerable to online predators, 

according to Edde.

Here are two examples that show how 

CHILD PROTECTION

online access can go wrong for the youth 

here. A 17-year-old boy from Dubai thought 

he had found a nice older friend on Snapchat. 

The friend was a 33-year-old man, and the 

teenager was impressed. Soon, however, 

they were exchanging naked pictures of 

themselves on social media. They met offline 

as well, and the man threatened to take 

the photographs to the boy’s parents if he 

refused him sexual favours. 

“He said that he would even post my 

pictures on social media and told me he 

had information about my family. I gave in 

and did what he wanted. He had several 

clips of other children, who, he said, he 

had done the same thing to – found them 

on social media, convinced them to send 

their pictures, and then used the pictures to 

SWIFT JUSTICE FOR CHILDREN IN THE UAE 

1. LEWD COLLECTION: A 39-year-old teacher in Al Ain was arrested for having been found with hundreds 

of pornographic pictures and videos of children. Even as parents reeled in shock, the teacher confessed 

to being addicted to explicit videos of children, but denied distributing these. He used to download the 

content from a website and, at the time of arrest, had a ‘collection’ of more than 300 pictures and about 

100 videos. He got a jail sentence and a fine of Dhs50,000, to be followed by deportation.

2. A WOLF IN SHEEP’S CLOTHING: He was a regular school teacher in Dubai, with no previous conviction to 

indicate his dark side. By 2018, police from his home country were suspicious and were monitoring his online 

activities. When the teacher returned home in February 2018, he was arrested. It turns out that the likeable 

teacher was grooming a seven-year-old child in his home country over the Internet. He had paid money 

equivalent to Dhs18,365 for sex with the child. That was also the reason he had travelled home. Within 

days, the UAE introduced fresh guidelines with visa applications to make it difficult for predators to enter the 

workplaces in the country.

3. VOICE INSTILLING FEAR: In November 2018, a video went viral in which a child squirmed in fear as an 

unknown adult scolded him relentlessly. Police in Ras Al Khaimah, where the video originated, were 

concerned, as it violated the dignity of the child. Within three days, the police had tracked down the 

person who had uploaded the video and arrested him. “It is not acceptable to intimidate a child in this 

way, even if it’s meant to discipline the child. Physical punishment and improper psychological threats 

always have a negative impact on the child’s self-confidence, behaviour, and their future,” said Major 

General Ali Abdullah bin Alwan Al Nuaimi, Commander-in-Chief, RAK Police. 

There are approximately 
420 million people in 
the Arab World, of 

which 80 million are 
online. We expect this 
to nearly double in the 

next three years

NUMBERS CRUNCH

1 IN 8 
Child has been bullied on social 

media in 2017, as per UNICEF 

15 TO 24 YEARS OLD
Age group most connected in 

the world wide web, according to 

UNICEF

UNDER 18
Group of children who account for 

one in three Internet users around 

the world 

60%
Percentage of children in pre-

pubescent who are subjected 

to explicit sexual activity online, 

as per 2018 study of Interpol 

and End Child Prostitution and 

Trafficking International
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The fightback, too, has assumed 

global proportions, as the 

international nature of the Interfaith 

Alliance shows. Law agencies 

are using technology as well as 

collaborating with one another to 

combat the abuse. Interpol, for 

instance, is constantly removing child 

abuse material from view, identifying 

the victims, and locating and arresting 

the offenders. Part of its efforts 

includes the International Child Sexual 

Exploitation image database. 

The organisation also provides 

logistical support for international law 

enforcement operations, including 

training, intelligence, briefings, analysis 

and technical advice. Another initiative, 

We Protect, started in Britain in 2014, has 

members from 63 countries, including 20 

top tech companies.

blackmail them sexually,” said the boy. 

The abuse continued, but the man also 

began demanding money. “I gave him 

Dhs400 but I became convinced that he 

would not stop. I went to the police,” the boy 

said. The man was arrested in November 

2018 and investigation showed that he had 

committed a similar crime in 2012. Amongst 

the items seized were three mobile phones 

with more than 3,000 pornographic images, 

250 pornographic videos involving children, 

and records of illicit chats online.

The second example happened in the 

same month. Ask yourself, “Is it right for 

children to attack teachers they do not 

like?” According to a 21-year-old man, who 

stood trial at Abu Dhabi Criminal Court of 

First Instance in November 2018, it is. He 

was accused of hate speech for uploading 

a video on Instagram in which he urged 

students of a school to attack their teachers 

if they were not happy with them. 

The police charged him under Articles 

1-7-18 / 2 of Federal Law No. 2 of 2015 on 

the fight against discrimination and hatred 

and Articles 41 and 46 of the Federal Law 

No. 5 of 2012 on combating cybercrime.

GLOBAL EPIDEMIC
When the delegates of the Interfaith Alliance 

went to meet His Highness Sheikh Mohamed 

bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu 

Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of 

the UAE Armed Forces, at the Al Bahr Palace 

Majlis, His Highness told them that issues 

regarding the protection of children are 

deemed one of the most pressing social and 

security challenges globally. 

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin 

Zayed reaffirmed the keenness of 

the UAE to support the efforts and 

initiatives aimed to find mechanisms 

and frameworks to protect children from 

all forms of crimes and violations in 

various regions of the world.

Unlike physical abuse, online threats 

have no borders. A perpetrator sitting in a 

dark basement in another country could 

endear himself to your child, groom him 

or her for sexual or criminal acts or abuse 

them in other ways. The world has become 

smaller – a UNICEF study has shown that 

the age group of 15 to 24 years is the most 

connected in the world and online abuse is 

a global epidemic that’s spreading as fast 

as your Wi-Fi would allow.

The UAE’s initiatives to 
safeguard the welfare 
of children, as well as 

the country’s reputation 
for law enforcement, 

were recognised when 
the Child Dignity in the 
Digital World Congress 

was held in October 2017 
in the Vatican 

STRINGENT LAWS
The UAE was one of the first countries 

to recognise the gravity of online threat to 

children, and enact stringent laws. The Ministry 

of Interior established the Higher Committee 

for Child Protection in 2009. This was followed 

by the Child Protection Centre (CPC) in 2011 to 

develop, implement and regulate processes 

aimed at providing safety for all children.

In 2016, the country enacted the Child 

Rights law, also known as Wadeema Law, 

which puts children’s interests first. The law 

makes it mandatory for anyone to report 

child abuse, especially those in the health 

and education sectors.

The UAE’s initiatives to safeguard the 

welfare of children, as well as the country’s 

reputation for law enforcement, were 

recognised when the Child Dignity in the 

Digital World Congress was held in October 

2017 in the Vatican. It resulted in the Rome 

Declaration, which calls for action against 

child abuse online, and this was endorsed by 

Pope Francis. The Interfaith Alliance for Safer 

Communities Forum is an expansion of the 

Child Dignity in the Digital World Congress.

As Major Al Marzouqi said of the forum, 

“The Internet is a tool that can be used for 

good and for ill. Our job is to ensure we can 

mitigate the harms and dangers to make 

sure our children are educated to prevent 

further risk of harm and they are protected 

by legislation and policy. With countless 

cyber-predators out there, who no longer 

need to leave their homes to track down 

children, it is truly vital we gather and 

brainstorm on new and innovative ways 

in which we can create a robust line of 

defence for our precious youth.”
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What are the legal steps that parents/guardian 

can take if their children are subjected to 

online abuse?

The victim, with the assistance of his parent 

or guardian, should report the matter to the 

Cybercrime Department, a specialised police 

unit tasked to handle sensitive cases involving 

suspicious e-mails, social media abuses, hacking, 

online bullying and cyber extortion. 

What do victims of online abuse/parents 

must remember to help authorities track the 

perpetrators?

As much as possible, the victim must narrate 

the full circumstances and keep all pieces of 

evidence intact. Most often, the victims would 

attempt to destroy the evidence by deleting their 

account or conversations—which makes it more 

difficult to track the culprit.

How does UAE law protect children against 

threats of online predators?

The UAE has been at the forefront of taking 

necessary measures to prevent cyber bullying 

and child pornography by enacting criminal laws 

and empowering the law enforcement agencies 

to combat perpetrators. 

What are  specific articles in UAE law that 

directly tackles/deal with cybercriminals who 

target children online? 

Federal Decree Law No 5 of 2012 or the UAE 

Cybercrimes Law provides stiffer penalties if the 

victim is a juvenile:

ARTICLE 17

Shall be punished by imprisonment and a fine 

WHAT THE LAW SAYS

not less than two hundred and fifty thousand 

dirhams and not in excess of five hundred 

thousand dirhams or either of these two penalties 

whoever establishes, manages or runs a website 

or transmits, sends, publishes or re-publishes 

through the computer network pornographic 

materials or gambling activities and whatever that 

may afflict the public morals.

If the subject of the pornographic content 

involves a juvenile under eighteen years of age, 

or if such content is designed to seduce juveniles, 

the principal shall be punished by imprisonment 

for a period of at least one year and a fine not less 

than fifty thousand dirhams and not in excess of 

one hundred and fifty thousand dirhams.

ARTICLE 19 

Shall be punished by imprisonment and a fine 

not less than two hundred fifty thousand dirhams 

and not in excess of one million dirhams or either 

of these two penalties whoever entices, aids 

or abets another person, by using a computer 

network or any information technology means, to 

engage in prostitution or lewdness.

The punishment shall be imprisonment for 

a period of at least five 

years and a fine not 

in excess of one 

million dirhams 

if the victim 

is a juvenile 

under the 

age of 

eighteen 

years of age.

BARNEY ALMAZAR, Director of Gulf Law, tells 999 insightful information 

on how the law of the land safeguards the rights of our children against the 

threats of cybercrime.

CHILD PROTECTION
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We take immense pride and great pleasure in extending
our sincerest congratulations and best wishes to

 His Highness Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

and Their Highnesses Members of the Supreme Council and Rulers of the UAE

and to all the people of the UAE

On the occasion of the 47th National Day

His Highness Sheikh

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

His Highness Sheikh

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the UAE
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TRAFFIC SAFETY

ASK YOURSELF WITH THIS QUESTION WHEN YOU’RE ABOUT 
TO TURN ON THE HAZARD LIGHT OF YOUR CAR DURING 

FOGGY WEATHER. 999 EXPLAINS THE TYPES OF VEHICLE 
LIGHTS AND HOW TO USE THEM THE RIGHT WAY 

IS THE LIGHT 
ALL RIGHT?

BY K NIVEDITA
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H
ere’s a multiple-choice test that 

you can take even if you’ve 

been driving for years. From 

options below, choose the 

situation in which you can switch on the 

hazard lights of your car:

A. You’re slowing down and want to alert 

other drivers

B. You’ve stopped on the side of the road

C. The driver behind you is too close to 

your car

D. While triple-parking, so that you can 

pop into the grocer’s shop 

Two incidents provide a clue to the right 

answer. The first is from May 2018, when 

a young couple set off on a weekend trip 

from Abu Dhabi to Al Ain. It was evening 

and they were cruising along when the man 

saw that the pick-up in front of him was not 

moving. “We immediately rushed out and 

found that there had been an accident. I 

opened the door and saw a man bleeding 

in the vehicle. He was conscious, but in a 

state of shock. He wasn’t responding to my 

queries,” recalls the man.

The evening was becoming darker and 

other vehicles drove past. One of the first 

things the husband did was to switch on 

the hazard light to ensure that oncoming 

vehicles didn’t collide with the pick-up. 

The wife called Abu Dhabi Police, who 

rushed to their aid. A few days later, the 

couple was honoured by Brigadier Khalifa 

Mohammed Al Khaili, Director of the Traffic 

and Patrols Directorate of the Central 

Operations Sector at Abu Dhabi Police, for 

their act of kindness as well as showing 

great presence of mind by taking all the 

necessary precautions. 

The second case is from December 2018 

when Sunil Shashtri, a driver from Abu 

Dhabi, was driving on a foggy morning. 

He noticed that the SUV in front had its 

hazard lights on. “I was maintaining enough 

distance between our vehicles. Due to poor 

visibility, I couldn’t see the SUV clearly. I 

began to panic, thinking that the driver 

would brake sharply and stop. This could 

cause an accident between him and me, 

the driver behind me and so on. But the 

SUV kept driving on,” he told 999.

So, the correct answer to the question 

above is B. Hazard lights should be used 

only when a vehicle has stopped on the hard 

shoulder of the road. But, Thomas Edelmann, 

founder of RoadSafety UAE tells 999 that there 

seems to be a lot of confusion as regards the 

use of hazard lights. “By definition, hazard 

lights may only be used to mark a stationary 

car in the event of a breakdown or a technical 

problem. Hence, hazard lights may not be 

used if a vehicle is moving, for example in fog 

or in low visibility situations, or in any other 

situation when the vehicle is moving. Hazard 

lights may also not be used as an excuse to 

park cars wherever we believe we may park 

them, for example in the second lane or at 

non-designated parking lots,” he says. 

DEATH TRAPS
As winter peaks in the UAE, the 

Instagrammable beauty of our 

surroundings, cloaked in thick fog, begins 

to wear off. Thick white fog engulfs the 

roads and highways, bringing down 

visibility to less than 100 metres. Drivers 

can barely see beyond their windscreen, 

especially in the early mornings, late 

evenings and nights.

TRAFFIC SAFETY

THOMAS EDELMANN
Founder of RoadSafety UAE

Hazard lights 
may only be used 

to mark a stationary 
car in the event of a 
breakdown 
or a 
technical 
problem

NUMBERS CRUNCH

DHS500 AND 4 
BLACK POINTS
Penalty for driving in the fog 

with hazard lights 

3,700
Road fatalities across the world 

each year, as per WHO

564
Number of crashes reported 

in Dubai within 18 hours one 

foggy day in February 2018 
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Imagine, at such a point, a hazard light 

blinking in the fog ahead of you. Except 

that the vehicle isn’t stationary. You wonder 

about the driver ahead: is the person going 

to stop, turn left, turn right, slow down, 

or take some other action? Accordingly, 

should you slow down, change direction, or 

stop? You have a split second to make the 

decision, because there are cars all around 

you and behind you, even if you can’t see 

them in the fog. Confused? Most drivers, 

including the experienced ones, would be.

With visibility down to a few metres, 

motorists are already at the edge of their 

seats trying to navigate the roads. In the 

fog, they can’t judge the distance between 

cars and their ability to anticipate dangers 

is limited. This is why, in early November 

2018, when the foggy season started in the 

UAE, the police issued a warning about the 

irresponsible use of hazard lights. 

This isn’t the first time either. The police 

have been saying the same thing for years 

– that hazard lights should be used only 

when stopping on the side of the road or 

to alert motorists of an accident or other 

dangers ahead. In a nutshell: if there isn’t 

a hazard, don’t use a hazard light. There’s 

a fine of Dhs500 and four penalty points 

for driving in the fog with hazard lights, 

according to Article 104 of the traffic 

regulation rules for 2017.

Yet, as Mathew Abraham, a driver who 

lives in Abu Dhabi, tells 999, “I frequently 

see cars using hazard lights when coming 

to a stop on a highway because of traffic 

or on the road while driving. On a foggy 

day, a park light and fog light are enough 

to be seen by other drivers. It’s very 

dangerous if drivers don’t know when and 

how to use lights on their cars.”

WHAT ARE HAZARD LIGHTS?
Hazard warning lights are a pair 

of indicator lights that flash together 

intermittently in order to let other drivers 

know that your vehicle is a temporary 

obstruction. Cases in which you can 

use hazard lights range from if you have 

broken down on the side of the road or 

are changing a tyre. Hazard lights are not 

to be confused with fog lights.

WHAT ARE FOG LIGHTS?
Fog lights are designed for the 

weather and should be turned on when 

you can’t see the traffic following your 

car. A fog light informs other road 

users about your vehicle, its speed and 

directions you’re taking. 

Don’t use rear fog lights during normal 

visibility, since you can blind the drivers 

behind you. Rear fog lights can also 

overpower your brake lights, so that the car 

behind you might not see you braking.

If you can see the vehicle behind you, the 

driver can see you as well, and you don’t 

need the fog light to make yourself visible. It’s 

important that you keep the lights serviced 

before you drive out in the fog. Driving in 

foggy conditions without fog lights can get you 

a penalty of Dhs500 fine and four black points.

WHY BOTHER WITH LIGHTS?
One of the reasons you should pay 

attention to lights – your own and that of 

others – is that driving is a team sport. On 

the road, you’re rarely the only one. As of 

December 2018, yours is only one of three 

million cars in the UAE. That’s the number 

that a World Health Organization (WHO) 

report has revealed. 

The same report showed that 1.35 million 

people die on the roads across the world 

each year, which comes down to 3,700 

people each day. In fact, road accidents are 

amongst the top killers of children and young 

adults worldwide, and the eighth largest killer 

of people of all ages, according to WHO.

On one densely foggy day in February 

2018, Dubai Police received 564 reports 

of accidents in merely 18 hours. One case 

involved 28 vehicles.

You could play your part is not having a 

repeat of those incidents in 2019. “People 

should keep a safe distance between cars 

and not use hazard lights unless a vehicle 

is stationary,” says Brigadier Al Khaili.

The police say that a single foggy day 

in the UAE can wash away their year’s 

record in maintaining a low rate of road 

accidents. In Abu Dhabi, for instance, the 

road accident fatality rate was 6.5 per 

100,000 people in 2017, which surpassed 

the target of 7.4. 

BRIGADIER KHALIFA 
MOHAMMED AL KHAILI
Director of the Traffic and Patrols 

Directorate of the Central Operations 
Sector at Abu Dhabi Police

People should 
keep a safe 

distance between cars 
and not use hazard 

lights unless 
a vehicle is 
stationary
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TRAFFIC SAFETY

HEADLIGHTS: The headlights have two types of settings: low-beam, and high-beam. When you’re 

driving in the dark on roads without street lights and there’re no other car around, it makes sense to 

turn on the high-beam. These are bright and directed straight in front. Low-beam lights are directed 

outward and slightly downward. The annoying thing about high-beams is that they can blind the driver 

of an oncoming car, so switch them off when there’s another car heading towards you. When your 

visibility is down, in fog or rain, use low-beam. If you use high-beam in the fog, there’s a possibility of 

the strong light being reflected back at you and blinding you.

BRAKE LIGHTS: In detective films of the golden era, non-

functioning brake lights are what brings the cops into the 

picture. The hero or villain gets pulled over and the tale 

gets a fresh twist. In real life, getting pulled over is 

not a pleasant experience. Your brake lights signal 

to other motorists that you’re about to stop. You 

repeatedly press the brake lights as you slow 

down and stop, and this can avoid a collision with 

oncoming traffic. Easy way to check if your brake 

lights are working well – get somebody to stand 

behind the car while you tap on the brakes.

DAYTIME DRIVING LIGHTS: This is a way to 

ensure that your car is visible when the outside 

light is low, e.g. at dusk, in a tunnel, or during fog. 

Most cars are equipped with daytime driving lights 

and there is, generally, an option to turn it off. 

If you knew about other types of vehicle lights, perhaps you wouldn’t use hazard lights quite so 

often. Every car comes with a set of lights, each with a different purpose and all geared towards 

keeping you safe on the roads. 

Most drivers know of only a few of the lights and their functions; only responsible drivers know 

how to use all the lights the right way. Here’s your guide to a few types of car lights that can see 

you through a foggy day:

KNOW YOUR LIGHTS
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SAFETY CHECKLIST

RoadSafetyUAE suggests a few things to keep in mind while driving 
in bad weather. 

WHEN VISIBILITY IS DOWN, 

slow down, be attentive and 

up the distance.
KEEP

DISTANCE

REDUCE
SPEED

INCREASE THE DISTANCE 

between vehicles to a 

minimum of five seconds.

TURN ON THE LIGHTS: 

low-beam headlights, front 

and rear fog lights.

IN RAIN, REDUCE 

YOUR SPEED to avoid 

hydroplaning.

USE YOUR 

WINDSCREEN WIPERS 

properly (and maintain 

them).

CONCENTRATE AND DO 

NOT GET DISTRACTED by 

your passengers, mobile 

phone or other things.

LISTEN TO THE RADIO for 

traffic updates.

STAY IN YOUR LANE AND 

DON’T DRIFT – there’s a 

natural tendency to wander 

into the middle of the road 

when visibility gets bad.

IF YOU HAVE NO 

VISIBILITY, pull over to the 

side of the road or pull into 

petrol stations or rest areas.

PLAN YOUR TRIP AND 

LEAVE EARLIER or try not 

to be on the road at all, if 

possible.
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We take immense pride and great pleasure in extending
our sincerest congratulations and best wishes to

 His Highness Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

and Their Highnesses Members of the Supreme Council and Rulers of the UAE

and to all the people of the UAE

His Highness Sheikh

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

His Highness Sheikh

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the UAE

On the occasion of the 47th National Day
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TO PUSH OR 

NOT TO PUSH?

SOCIETY

IF YOU’RE IN THE UAE, THE ANSWER TO THIS QUESTION IS EASY 

– DON’T. CERTAIN BEHAVIOURS ON PUBLIC TRANSPORT ARE NOT 

ONLY SEEN AS HIGHLY IMPOLITE, BUT ARE ALSO PUNISHABLE 

WITH FINES. LET’S TAKE A LOOK
BY DIPANITA NATH
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A 
man dressing up as a woman 

to spy on his wife – something 

right out of a comedy movie, 

don’t you think? But when this 

happened in Dubai in July 2018, the 

authorities weren’t amused.

That month, the Dubai Misdemeanours 

Court heard a case of a jealous 

husband who dressed up in an abaya 

to spy on his wife. The 37-year-old 

man had overheard his wife planning 

to meet somebody at a Dubai Metro 

station and decided to follow her in 

disguise. However, his ‘look’ didn’t fool 

the policeman on duty who asked the 

man to remove his niqab. Game up, the 

man found himself accused of cross-

dressing, which is a crime in the UAE, 

and was fined Dhs2,000. 

The case is unusual not only because 

it involved rage, passion and a hint of 

an extra-marital romance, but also for 

where it happened. This was a rare 

instance of an arrest at the Dubai Metro, 

which is an almost crime-free zone. 

The Metro, hailed as the world’s largest 

automated driverless train system, 

transported 103.292 million passengers 

in the first six months of 2018, up from 

100.558 million commuters during the 

same period in 2017. Yet, the crime 

graph remains low. According to Dubai 

Police reports from December 2016, the 

Metro – as well as the trams, buses and 

ferries of Dubai – had recorded zero 

crime rate for eight years. 

So, it’s not the big threats that are 

frustrating the authorities; it’s the 

small stuff that niggles – stuff such as 

passengers should respect one another 

while travelling; use lifts and escalators 

in a civilised manner; and not sit or 

stand where they aren’t supposed to. 

Sure, there are fines (Dhs100-2,000) but 

the idea is to make people behave well 

rather than focus on penalising them.

CABIN CATEGORY
Mohammed Al Mudharreb, Director, 

Rail Operations, Roads and Transport 

Authority (RTA) Dubai, tells the media, 

“These rules have been put in place for 

a reason. The most common mistake 

is people using the wrong cabin. They 

check in using a silver or blue Nol card 

and then access the gold cabin without 

a valid ticket.” This offence attracts a 

fine of Dhs100. 

Al Mudharreb adds that the other 

common offenders are male passengers 

that this is largely due to a rule that 

sounds odd to many people – eating 

and drinking, including water, on the 

trains and at the station is a punishable 

offence with a fine of Dhs100. 

Does this sound too stringent? 

“Even chewing gum is prohibited 

because we want to maintain the 

general cleanliness of the facility for 

our passengers. If you look at other 

systems elsewhere in the world, where 

eating and drinking are allowed, you’ll 

see that those systems don’t have that 

level of cleanliness compared to the 

Dubai Metro,” explains Al Mudharreb.

PDA
Advocate Imran Khan, a frequent 

traveller, tells 999, “Most people respect 

and follow the rules, but there are those 

who don’t, either because they are in a 

hurry or by mistake. Most rule violations 

happen during the rush hour as people 

are in a hurry to reach offices and the 

Metro is overcrowded. This is when 

one encounters misbehaviour, such as 

pushing, standing at the closing line 

of the door, and arguments with co-

passengers. Sometimes, we can see 

PDA (public display of affection) by some 

people on the Metro, but that’s because 

of their lack of knowledge.” Regardless, 

Khan says, expats and tourist must 

familiarise themselves with the rules and 

law of any country that they are working 

in or visiting.

who enter cabins meant for women and 

children. “Passing through the cabins 

or sitting in it, even if it’s empty, is an 

offence. This space has been allocated 

due to our culture in this region,” he 

says.

ENTRY AND EXIT
From long experience, Al Mudharreb 

says that “when it comes to entering 

or leaving the train, the method differs 

according to the cultures people are 

coming from”.

He adds, “People coming from all over 

the world have different beliefs about 

how to deal with other people and how 

to deal with entrances and exits. We’ve 

made it easy for people by putting 

enough markings and stickers on the 

floor about where to stand if you’d like 

to access the train and where to stand to 

allow people to exit the train. There are 

clear marks in front of every Metro door.”

However, the signages that say 

“Queue to one side and let passengers 

get off the train first” are more ignored 

than obeyed. “The moment a train stops 

and the door opens, there’s a tide of 

passengers pushing into the cabin even 

before those inside have had a chance 

to get out. This is a nightmare for 

people who are travelling with elderly 

relatives and/or children,” tells Sana 

Farooqui, a mother of two, to 999. 

CLEANLINESS
The Dubai Metro radiates a sense 

of efficiency right from the moment 

you step in. The floors sparkle and the 

walls are spotless. The authorities say 

SOCIETY

The most common 
mistake is people using 

the wrong cabin. They check 
in using a silver or blue Nol 
card and then 
access the 
gold cabin 
without a 
valid ticket

MOHAMMED AL MUDHARREB
Director of Rail Operations, RTA Dubai

Most rule violations 
happen during the 

rush hour as people are in 
a hurry to reach offices and 
the Metro is overcrowded. 
This is when one encounters 
misbehaviour, such as 
pushing, standing at the 
closing line of 
the door, and 
arguments 
with co-
passengers

IMRAN KHAN
Advocate
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KEEP IN MIND

If you are in Dubai, chances are high that you’ll take the Dubai Metro. Before 

you do that, here are a few things you’d need to keep in mind:

1

3

5

2

4

DON’T be a hassle to other passengers. Causing them inconvenience 

in any way is an offence in the eyes of the RTA, which operates the 

Metro. You could be fined Dhs100 for putting your feet up on the seats.

DO keep your eyes open. The authorities don’t mind if you get a shut-eye 

while in transit on the Metro, but you can’t stretch out in the waiting areas 

of the Metro. If you’re grabbing your 40 winks in the waiting area, you may 

be woken by the cops waving a fine of Dhs300 at you.

DO show your Nol card when asked for. Refusal to do so means a fine of 

Dhs200. A similar fine is applied if you’re travelling with somebody else’s 

Nol card, or if your card is invalid or expired. Selling a Nol card without the 

RTA’s permission also brings a penalty of Dhs200. For using a forged Nol 

card, you’d be fined Dhs500.

DO lock the wheels. If you’re travelling with children, use a buggy that 

comes with the capability to lock the wheels, so that when the Metro 

train moves, the buggy doesn’t slide and cause problems for the child, 

the parent, and for other passengers. There’s also space allocated for 

buggies in women’s and children’s cabins.

DO look for a bin. You know how we love to toss garbage on the floor 

because it’s too much to wait till we find a garbage bin. There’s news for 

such offenders – spitting, littering, or causing any visible stains to any 

public transport vehicle draws a fine of Dhs200. So, next time, keep the 

disposables in your bag until you get out of the Metro.

6 DON’T stake a claim on a Metro parking spot. You can park at the Metro 

users’ designated space, but not for days at a stretch. You need to drive 

away within 48 hours at most or else you’ll be fined Dhs250. Similarly, 

the luggage area is for your bags and not for you. Move away from the 

luggage area and allow others to access it. Not doing so means you 

cough up Dhs100 as fine.

Security And Safety For All
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1. Stand where you’re supposed to. Positioning yourself near the 
side doors or areas marked red can attract a penalty.

2. Once you swipe your card, check again to ensure you have 
adequate account balance before you board the bus.

3. If you’re carrying a Nol card, don’t keep it for too long on the card 
reader because the device will then mark check-in and check-out 
at once.

4. Once you reach your destination, wait for the bus to halt. Most 
passengers scurry towards the exit and are ready to charge out 
of the doors. This causes problems for others and risks causing 
injury to oneself and co-passengers.

5. The system deducts Dhs7.50 if you’re still travelling inside Dubai 

DON’T MISS THE BUS

SOCIETY

8

10

7

9

DON’T sell anything. The RTA will fine you Dhs200 for this offence. From 

a distance, the Metro train may seem to be the perfect place for pushing 

a product or pitching a profitable concept to an interested member of the 

public – but don’t. Selling goods, merchandise, or promoting anything by way 

of advertisement inside any public transport vehicle is an offense.

DO stay away from emergency buttons and gates. Activating the emergency 

devices of the Metro, including using emergency exits, even just as a joke, is 

no laughing matter. The authorities take the issues of security very seriously, so 

“accidentally” pressing the intercom button that connects the authorities and the 

train can result in being severely reprimanded as well as fined Dhs2,000. 

DON’T sit on the Metro carriage floor. Some people do this, especially 

if they’re on a long ride, but this isn’t allowed. You must not sit on the 

carriage floor, on the sides of the escalator, the stairs or the vestibule 

connecting two cars in a moving Metro train. The fine is Dhs100.

DON’T vandalise any part of the Metro. Either in anger or to show off 

your skills with a spray can, rest assured that you’ll come on the radar of 

the law. There’s a fine of Dhs500 for damaging, vandalising or tampering 

with any devices and equipment.

at the moment of check-in. This happens even if the journey 
costs Dhs3. When you check out, it will credit Dhs4.50 back into 
your account. If you don’t check out, the journey will cost you 
Dhs7.50.

6. Eating, drinking, smoking and chewing gum are prohibited, so 
wait till you get out before taking a bite or a drag.

7. You may relax but you are not allowed to sleep on a bus.

8. A driver or an officer may ask you to disembark. They may do so 
because the bus is packed and can’t take any more passengers 
or because they feel you’re inconveniencing others. Whatever 
their reason, you must comply, or there’s a fine of Dhs100.

9. Pay for your ride. Cheating on this can get you a fine of Dhs200.

It’s quick, easy and enjoyable. We’re talking about a ride on the Dubai Bus. The RTA is aiming to get 30 per cent of the city on buses by 
2030 and has lined up a fleet that plies from early in the morning to late in the night, criss-crossing 82 per cent of Dubai city, as well as 
travelling to Abu Dhabi, Ajman, Fujairah, and Hatta. Before you get on board, here are a few safeguards:
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PASS
LET THE
STUDENTS

TRAFFIC DIRECTORATES UNDER THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR ARE TAPPING 
ALL SEGMENTS OF SOCIETY TO MAKE THE ROADS SAFER FOR SCHOOL 
CHILDREN ON THEIR WAY TO SCHOOL AND BACK 

BY MAHA ISMAIL
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TRAFFIC SAFETY

A
fter a winter break in 

December, schools in the 

UAE re-open this early January, 

and one of the top priorities of 

police forces across the country is the safety 

of students while they’re on the roads – 

either going to school or on their way home.

Under the guidance of His Highness Lt 

General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 

Interior, the UAE Ministry of Interior (MoI) 

and all the General Commands of the 

UAE police forces are paying special 

attention to the safety of students during 

the rush hour of students going to and 

from the school. This is being done by 

reducing congestion, accidents, and 

traffic violations on the roads leading to 

and around school compounds.

There have been several accidents 

involving school buses carrying students, 

e.g. one in Abu Dhabi in May 2018, when 

a multi-vehicle crash happened between 

a school bus and several cars because 

of tailgating.

Major General Eng Mohammed Saif Al 

Zafeen, Chairman of the Federal Traffic 

Council at the Ministry of Interior and 

Assistant Commander-in-Chief of Dubai 

Police for Operations, commented that: 

“All segments of society, from parents to 

school officials and teachers, as well as 

drivers and pedestrians must ensure the 

safety of children as they go to and from 

their respective schools. Traffic authorities 

across the country have launched various 

initiatives to spread awareness on safety 

measures and traffic rules amongst 

students and drivers.”

CAMPAIGN PARTNERS

Safety campaigns for students across 

the UAE fall within the scope of the MoI 

strategy. At present, they are being 

implemented in collaboration with various 

traffic departments and patrols in the UAE. 

Campaign partners included the Ministry 

of Education, the Ministry of Culture, 

Youth and Community Development, the 

Emirates Transport Authority, the Roads and 

Transport Authority Dubai, the Supreme 

Council for Motherhood and Childhood 

Council, the General Women’s Union, as 

well as other bodies concerned with traffic 

safety in the public and private sectors.

All of them have come together to create 

a safe environment and accident-free roads. 

For example, at the start of the new academic 

year in 2018, the ‘Back to School’ campaign 

included various activities, events, lectures, 

and programmes in order to connect with the 

largest possible number of students through 

the mass media. The initiative also included 

distribution of awareness leaflets and radio 

seminars where traffic specialist officials 

would answer public queries.

Major General Eng Al Zafeen said that 

school students of all ages are an integral 

part of human development in the UAE, and 

that they need protection. He added that 

aside from the preventive measures taken to 

shield them from danger, there is a need for 

more education and guidance for parents.

TWO ASPECTS

The Federal Traffic Council chairman 

said that all relevant police departments 

have been engaged in implementing traffic 

initiatives in the country that calibrate traffic 

rules and implement laws more strictly 

MAJOR GENERAL ENG 
MOHAMMED SAIF AL ZAFEEN
Chairman of the Federal Traffic Council at 

the MoI and Assistant Commander-in-Chief 
of Dubai Police for Operations

Traffic authorities 
across the country 
have launched various 
initiatives to spread 
awareness on safety 
measures and traffic 
rules amongst students 
and 
drivers

Traffic specialist officer distributing traffic awareness leaflets to drivers

JANUARY 201956 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL

Security And Safety For AllSecurity And Safety For All



around schools. Traffic authorities, along 

with various partners both in the public and 

private sectors, are spreading awareness 

amongst parents about their children’s safe 

commute to school, whether in the car or 

on the school bus.

Things that could hinder smooth traffic 

flow around schools include random parking 

by parents or whoever is dropping the 

children to school. Some of them insist on 

stopping directly in front of the school gates, 

Things that could hinder 
smooth traffic flow 

around schools include 
random parking by 

parents or whoever was 
dropping the children 

to school. Some of them 
insist on stopping directly 

in front of the school 
gates, blocking the way 

for others

cited violations related to the behaviour of 

school bus drivers and private motorists.

There were 87 violations committed by 

school bus drivers for failing to activate 

the “Stop” sign (penalty: a traffic fine 

of Dhs500 and six black points on the 

driver’s licence); and 473 violations by 

motorists who did not stop when a school 

bus displayed the “Stop” sign (penalty: a 

fine of Dhs1,000 and 10 black points). 

Also, there were 190 traffic violations 

related to driving a vehicle in residential 

areas, around educational institutions, and 

hospitals in a way that would endanger 

the lives of others (penalty: Dhs400 

and four traffic points); 2,635 violations 

related to allowing a child aged 10 years 

or less or shorter than 145cm to sit in the 

front passenger seat of vehicles (penalty: 

Dhs400); and 30,472 violations related 

to not giving priority to pedestrians at 

pedestrian crossings, especially near 

schools and hospitals (penalty: Dhs500).

POLICE INITIATIVES 

One of the various police initiatives to 

increase students’ safety on the roads is the 

‘Let Us Pass’ campaign by Abu Dhabi Police. 

This was launched in cooperation with a 

number of partners: Abu Dhabi Transport; 

Department of Knowledge and Education; 

Community Development; SAEED for Traffic 

Systems; and the Security Information 

Department at Abu Dhabi Police.

The awareness campaign urges parents 

not to allow children under the age of 10 

or shorter than 145cm to sit in the front 

seat. Instead, they are reminded to put 

children in the back seats and make sure 

that they got off the car safely.

The campaign highlights the importance 

of adhering to traffic laws; training school 

bus drivers and other motorists in safe 

driving; and the obligation to respect the 

“Stop” sign carried by school buses. 

Brigadier Mohammed Dhahi Sultan 

Al Humairi, Director of Abu Dhabi Traffic 

Department at Abu Dhabi Police Traffic 

and Patrol Directorate, said that: “All 

measures are taken to ensure safer roads 

blocking the way for others.

Major General Eng Al Zafeen urged 

parents to park their vehicles in a safe 

place away from the school gate, and to 

accompany the child to the school gates. 

This would reduce congestion and cut the 

risk of the child getting hit by vehicles.

He mentioned that a number of student 

scouts were trained to organise traffic in 

front of their schools, along with traffic 

officers, and that there is also an ongoing 

cooperation with the departments and 

educational districts in the UAE to provide 

maximum safety for school children.

Through the ‘We Are All Police’ 

programme in the UAE, members of the 

public could directly report any traffic 

violations, particularly if any motorist tries to 

ignore the “Stop” sign by school bus drivers.

Major General Eng Al Zafeen stressed 

that traffic patrols are very keen on 

catching reckless student drivers, and that 

they had instructions to stop such vehicles 

and detain them, if necessary. 

VIOLATION STATISTICS 

On traffic statistics in the UAE for the 

year 2017, related to the traffic safety of 

students, Major General Eng Al Zafeen 
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and commute for students, as per the Abu 

Dhabi Police General Command’s strategy. 

Schools and educational institutions have 

a role to play in instilling the concepts of 

safety and traffic culture amongst students”.

The ‘Let Us Pass’ campaign, said 

Brigadier Al Humairi, aims to promote 

a safe traffic culture for all members of 

society, particularly for school students. 

He also emphasised on the importance of 

keeping a safe distance between vehicles 

– when the “Stop” sign is displayed by 

a school bus, other motorists should 

stop and leave a gap of no less than 

5m between their own vehicle and the 

bus, so that students could pass safely. 

Motorists should also be very cautious 

when students are crossing the street, 

and should slow down when approaching 

roads leading to schools, he said.

Brigadier Al Humairi stressed that Abu 

Dhabi Police will penalise school bus 

drivers who don’t use the “Stop” sign 

appropriately or other motorists who don’t 

respect the sign. Fines for these offences 

were issued in accordance with Decree No. 

178 of 2017 on traffic rules and procedures.

CHILD TRAFFIC PATROL

It’s noteworthy that under the 

programmes taken by Abu Dhabi Police, 

there is an initiative for giving gifts to 

school students, in celebration of the new 

school year and to reinforce partnership 

with educational institutions.

School students are being introduced to 

the tasks of traffic patrols, to understand 

NUMBERS AT A GLANCE
2017 Traffic violations in the UAE

87 

Violations committed 

by school bus drivers 

for failing to activate 

the “Stop” sign 

473 
Violations by 

motorists who do not 

stop when a school 

bus displays the 

“Stop” sign 

190 
Violations related 

to driving a vehicle 

in residential areas, 

around educational 

institutions, and 

hospitals in a way that would endanger 

the lives of others 

2,635 
Violations related to 

allowing a child aged 

10 years or less or 

shorter than 145cm 

to sit in the front 

passenger seat of 

vehicles 

30,472 
Violations related 

to not giving priority 

to pedestrians at 

pedestrian crossings, 

especially near 

schools and hospitals 

Source: Federal Traffic Council at the Ministry of Interior

Penalty: Dhs500, 6 black points

Penalty: Dhs1,000, 10 black points

Penalty: Dhs400, 4 traffic points

Penalty: Dhs400

Penalty: Dhs500

the significance of rules. The child traffic 

patrol is presented in a number of schools 

in cooperation with strategic partners. This 

vehicle is equipped with a smart display, 

camera, and various techniques, with 

attractive posters and slogans. 

TRAFFIC SAFETY

All measures are taken to 
ensure a safer roads and 
commute for students, 
as per the Abu Dhabi 
Police General Command’s 
strategy. Schools and 
educational institutions 
had a role to play in 
instilling the concepts of 
safety and 
traffic 
culture 
among 
students

BRIGADIER MOHAMMED 
DHAHI SULTAN AL HUMAIRI
Director of Abu Dhabi Traffic Department 

at Abu Dhabi Police Traffic and Patrol 
Directorate
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TECHNOLOGY

UAE JAILS
GO HI-TECH

AS A FRONT-RUNNER IN PIONEERING SECURITY 
TECHNOLOGIES, THE UAE HAS BEGUN TO ROLL OUT 
SMART SERVICES IN ITS CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES 

THAT AIM TO DELIVER HIGHLY-EFFICIENT JUDICIAL AND 
SECURITY SYSTEMS

BY ROBERT CIMBRACRUZ

establishments. His Highness Sheikh Saud bin Saqr Al Qasimi, 

Supreme Council Member and Ruler of Ras Al Khaimah, also 

ordered the release of 272 prisoners in the said emirate. 

Aside from the general pardon for prisoners on special 

occasions, the government is also mindful of the condition 

of those that stay inside. Measures have been taken by 

police force across the country to make the inmates’ life less 

restricted, without softening the penalty for their crimes.

The UAE is known for being one of the front-runners 

in terms of implementing new technologies to enhance 

security, which is why it has also decided to take advantage 

of these technological resources and utilise them inside 

prison facilities. 999 looks at the most recent advancements 

that help prisoners and authorities alike.

A
s the smart services era spreads through the 

UAE, it hasn’t disregarded any single group of 

people, even the ones who are in jailhouses. 

The government has initiated projects and issued orders 

to facilitate services for those serving a jail term. These 

include humanitarian and technological initiatives.

During the Eid Al Adha celebration last year, President His 

Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan ordered the 

release of 704 prisoners and pledged to settle their financial 

obligations as well.

Similarly, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 

Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE 

and Ruler of Dubai, ordered the release of 547 prisoners of 

different nationalities from Dubai’s correctional and punitive 
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TECHNOLOGY

Prisoners in Fujairah Punitive and 

Rehabilitation Establishments can now 

communicate with their families in just a 

click. A new video chat service allows them 

to talk with family members and friends.

Major General Mohammed Ahmed 

bin Ghanem Al Kaabi, Commander-

in-Chief of Fujairah Police, in the 

presence of Brigadier Mohammed bin 

Nayya Al Tunaiji, Deputy Commander-

in-Chief, and Brigadier Ahmad Hamdan 

Al Zuwaidi, Director of Punitive and 

Rehabilitation Centres, launched the new 

visual electronic system on October 6.

Using an iPad, Fujairah prisoners will be 

able to maintain strong family ties even 

Fujairah prisoners can now video chat with their families in their home countries

Fujairah Police 

inside prison cells. Al Kaabi said that 

the system would take into account the 

legal limitations of prisoners talking to 

their families.

Al Zuwaidi said that the video call 

initiative aims to establish a culture 

of innovation in the institutional 

work environment.

Introducing the 
virtual courtrooms 

is intended to facilitate 
and improve services 
for defendants and to 
speed up the judicial 
process, as part of the 

continuous 
developments 
in all judicial 
services

HE CHANCELLOR YOUSEF
SAEED AL ABRI

Undersecretary of the Abu Dhabi
Judicial Department

Convicted inmates in Abu Dhabi can 

soon virtually attend their trial if they 

weren’t able to go to the courtroom. The 

Abu Dhabi Judicial Department (ADJD) 

named this initiative “remote trial”. 

The ADJD said that this would allow 

Criminal and Misdemeanour Courts 

to make use of a “virtual courtroom”, 

which would let the accused remotely 

appear for hearings via video 

conference. This aims to reduce the 

time for cases to be heard from seven 

hours to just 15 minutes.

This virtual courtroom will allow a 

defendant to enter a plea, go through 

hearing sessions, and have a verdict 

issued even without his physical 

presence at the court. While he’ll be 

attending the trial via video conference, 

his legal counsel, witness, and translator, 

if needed, will all be physically present in 

the courtroom.

“Introducing the virtual courtrooms 

is intended to facilitate and improve 

services for defendants and to speed 

up the judicial process, as part of the 

continuous developments in all 

judicial services,” said HE Chancellor 

Yousef Saeed Al Abri, Undersecretary 

of the Abu Dhabi Judicial Department.

JUSTICE ON SCREEN

HELLO FROM PRISON CELL
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The new system is 
beneficial not only for 

the inmates but for 
the government as 

well. Not only would 
the system streamline 
the grocery ordering 
service for inmates, 

but would also reduce 
the cost of the process

Tracking prisoners at the Punitive 

and Reformatory Establishment in 

Sharjah will soon be a lot easier after 

they’re provided with a barcoded 

smart wristband that contains a built-in 

database of their details.

The smart wristbands, which will be 

used for the first time in the region, will 

contain specific details about the prisoner 

wearing it, such as the crime he has 

committed and the penalty. Each bracelet 

will also be linked to a smart screen that will 

track each prisoner in a specialised room.

The said information includes the 

prisoner’s personal identifications, health 

records, attendance and legal case.

FUTURISTIC TRACKING SYSTEM

The Ministry of Interior 
plans to implement 

the usage of the smart 
wristbands in all 

prisons throughout the 
country

The smart wristbands will help the 

authorities determine if a prisoner has 

served his jail time. This will also enable 

them to track prisoners easily even if 

they go to the cafeteria, clinic, or other 

areas within the jail facility. And, of 

course, the tracking system will alert the 

police if an inmate tries to escape.

The Ministry of Interior plans to 

implement the usage of the smart 

wristbands in all prisons throughout 

the country.

The Ajman Punitive and 

Reformatory Establishment will 

soon allow prisoners to order from 

a supermarket while inside their 

cells, after Ajman Police launch and 

implement this new initiative.

Through electronic screens installed 

in their cells, inmates can simply input 

their needs, and supermarket staff will 

receive all the orders.

After an order is placed, delivery from 

the supermarket will take less than an 

hour. Aside from buying grocery items, 

the electronic screens will also allow 

the inmates to call their families. 

Brigadier Mubarak Khalfan Al Razi, 

Director of the Ajman Punitive and 

Reformatory Establishment (APRE), 

said that the new system is beneficial 

not only for the inmates but for the 

government as well. Not only would 

the system streamline the grocery 

ordering service for inmates, but 

would also reduce the cost of the 

process. Before this, coupons had 

to be printed for the inmates, who’d 

use them to buy grocery.

The new system is still in its trial 

phase, while both employees and 

inmates are being trained on its usage. 

Major General Sheikh Sultan bin Abdullah Al Nuaimi, Commander-in-Chief of Ajman Police, in 
the presence of Brigadier Mubarak Khalfan Al Razi, Director of APRE, opens the Smart Internet 
Supermarket for the inmates of the penal and correctional institution in Ajman.

GROCERY SHOPPING BEHIND BARS
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The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

COLUMN

O
fficial data and the daily reality experienced by the 

sons and daughters of our beloved nation prove that 

the UAE, before and after its founding, dedicated 

itself to creating a decent life for its citizens. It did 

not rely only on its leaders and founders but was keen to engage 

the people, too, in taking this responsibility on its shoulders.

Participation was the crux of the matter, assuring people of a 

dignified life, making them keen to sustain the high standards set 

from the beginning.

As a result, the entire world is now witness to the efforts that 

brought about the renaissance and the progress of the present time; 

efforts that men and women tirelessly exerted.

Just as men had responsibilities, women 

also shouldered their part, starting with the 

raising of children and culminating with 

education and holding public positions. In 

this way, the Emirati woman contributed to 

the renaissance of our nation.

Women and their participation are of 

considerable significance in a country that 

is not more than 50 years of age. There is 

in error in the portrayal of the condition of 

women in Emirati and other Arab societies, 

when it holds that women are excluded and 

marginalised, and demands their rights. 

Actually, the Emirati woman today and after 

the mentioned brief history has acquired rights 

unmatched by her counterparts in other 

countries that have a longer history and 

substantial material resources. Women in the 

UAE are present in every field and domain; they 

are the educators of generations and took the 

responsibility – like men – to build our homeland.

Indeed, with her intellect and personality, the Emirati woman 

reached positions of decision-making and became ambassador, 

minister, member of parliament, standing next to men, 

complementing the roles they play. 

Women succeeded in achieving everything because they were 

up to the level of responsibility assigned to them. It goes to show 

that responsibility is gender-blind. It is related to thought and 

THE EMIRATI WOMAN IS
AN EQUAL PARTNER IN PROGRESS

Maysa Rashed Ghadeer is a 
prominent UAE writer interested in 

local affairs and a former member of 
the Federal National Council (FNC)

conscience, will and determination.

What the Emirati woman has achieved merits recognition from 

the state. This recognition has come, not in the form of slogans 

and speeches, but in clear and decisive decisions supportive of 

women and their role.

The latest of those decisions was declared by the President His 

Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan. His Highness gave 

directives to enhance the representation of Emirati women in the 

Federal National Council (FNC) to 50 per cent in the coming 

session. This is a step that reinforces the future orientations of the 

state, fully empowers the Emirati woman, and emphasises her 

leading and influential role in all affairs of the state.

Today, the Emirati woman has a 22.5 

per cent representation in parliament, 

and when this reaches 50 per cent, it 

would place the UAE in an advanced 

position at the global level, in terms of 

the representation of women in 

government. In reality, the Emirati 

woman has, in a record time, achieved 

what her counterparts across the world 

did in decades.

The increase in representation comes 

from a leadership that believes in the 

role of women, their achievements, and 

their ability to shoulder responsibilities. 

This does not come from pressures 

exerted by foreign quarters, but is 

rather based on a cogent plan 

formulated by the Emirati state, namely 

gradual implementation of the 

democratic paradigm and involving the 

citizens in the process. Accordingly, 

women entered parliament, have exercised their electoral rights 

since the year 2006, and became FNC members through election 

and appointment.

The directive of HH Sheikh Khalifa to increase female 

representation in the FNC underscores – yet again – that the 

Emirati woman is as valuable as the spirit of the UAE, and that her 

efforts are valued by the leadership.

The directive of President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan to 
increase female representation in the FNC to 50 per cent shows that women have 
excelled in carrying out all their nation-building responsibilities 

What the Emirati 
woman has achieved 
merits recognition 
from the state. This 
recognition has 
come, not in the 
form of slogans and 
speeches, but in 
clear and decisive 
decisions supportive 
of women and
their role
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WITH NEW RESTAURANTS, EXCITING ART EVENTS AND 

SPORTS TOURNAMENTS, THERE’S SO MUCH TO FILL 

YOUR JANUARY CALENDAR 

BY HS PARAMITA

ABU DHABI SPOTLIGHT

NEW
HORIZON
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ABU DHABI SPOTLIGHT

Be a sport
Supported by the Abu Dhabi Sports Council, and held under the supervision 

of the UAE Ice Sports Federation, the Emirates Hockey League pitches 

some of the best international players. A professional-level tournament, it 

gives you, your friends and family some nail-biting action.

Where: Abu Dhabi Ice Sports Club

When: Till February 2

Entry: www.adsc.ae

Contact:  +971 2 444552

Look at the future 
The 5th annual edition of Imagine Science Film Festival Abu 
Dhabi is themed around a world concern: survival. Through 
four days of feature film screenings, experimental shorts, 
talks and an exhibition, the festival dissects the high stakes 
for all life on an Earth facing climate change, species loss, 
nuclear proliferation and the imminent exhaustion of our 
energy resources. The event asks vital questions about 
high temperatures, vital desalination operations and rapid 
adaptation to changing conditions. It seeks to approach, in 
microcosm, our most vital global questions.

Where: The Black Box and The Project Space, NYU Abu Dhabi
When: From January 30
Entry: Free
Contact:  +971 2 6284000

Play time 
Have you ever wondered about the games that were 
played in the Emirates before the digital age redefined 
recreation? Five of the best-loved local games – Al Sagala, 
Al Gaheef, Um Al Eyal, Khoosa Boosa, and Adim Al Sira – are 
being highlighted through artwork in a show, titled Emirati 
Traditional Games Exhibition. Um Al Iyal includes singing and 
a child playing mother; Khoosa Boosa is based on rhymes; 
Al Sagala relies on nimble bodies and quick reflexes; Adim 
Al Sira is usually played on moonlit nights and inculcates 
sportsmanship; while Al Gaheef is popular amongst girls 
across the Arabian Gulf.

Where: Al Qattara Arts Centre, Al Ain
When: Till July 1, 2019
Entry: Free
Contact: +971 3 7118225 w
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Song sung true
Richard Wagner’s great opera, Die Walküre (The Valkyrie), will be 
presented as part of the Bayreuth Festival, under the direction of the 
19th-century German composer’s great granddaughter, Katharina 
Wagner. The Bayreuth Festival is globally famous for its outstanding 
performances of Wagner’s operas that take place in a special theatre, 
the Bayreuth Festspielhaus, which he had designed to produce his 
own works. To the delight of art lovers, it is the highlight of the Abu 
Dhabi Classics new season.

Where: Emirates Palace
When: January 30
Tickets: Dhs200-1,195
Contact: www.ticketmaster.ae

Clean living
Greenhouse gas, energy efficiency, low-carbon power are some of the 
concerns that drive the World Future Energy Summit (WFES) community 
which attempts to explore the shifting energy landscape in order to 
accelerate the world-wide transition to cleaner energy. It will examine 
the changes that result from more alternative fuels being added into 
the energy mix. Disruptive new technologies and innovations that 
are changing the way energy is produced, stored, distributed and 
consumed will be showcased.

Where: Halls 5-11 & ICC Hall, ADNEC
When: January 14-17
Entry: Register to visit at cloudme02.infosalons.biz/reg/WFES19AD/

Time for treats
Ono Poke is for those times when you want comfort food quickly, while 
balancing health and taste. The superfood bowls include a base such 
as rice, vegetable from greens to beans, proteins, seafood, and a range 
of toppings to make the perfect Instagrammable meal. The Hawaiian 
casual dining restaurant includes vegan and gluten-free options.

Where: Guardian Towers, Muroor Street Embassies District Area
When: Noon to 11:30pm (all days)
Cost: Dhs100 (approx)
Contact: +971 2 4416609

Fresh off the plate
The Ripe Market is offered by local food businesses and artisanal 
producers. Away from the industrial mass market, you soak in the 
tranquility of the palm tree walk, as artists, designers and fitness 
instructors offer a range of items, from hand-crafted creations to quirky 
pieces of jewellery. There are also fitness classes to burn the calories 
you will consume.

Where: Umm Al Emarat Park
When: Till April 27, 2019
Entry: Free
Contact: +971 2 6669559
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We take immense pride and great pleasure in extending
our sincerest congratulations and best wishes to

 His Highness Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

and Their Highnesses Members of the Supreme Council and Rulers of the UAE

and to all the people of the UAE

On the occasion of the 47th National Day

His Highness Sheikh

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

His Highness Sheikh

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the UAE
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TIPS & TRIVIA

YOU’LL BE MAKING RESOLUTIONS, NO DOUBT; AND THEN 

BREAK THEM WITHIN WEEKS. WITH A LITTLE WARM-UP, 

INSTEAD OF THAT SUDDEN PLUNGE, YOU’RE MORE LIKELY TO 

STICK TO THE GOOD INTENTIONS

Ah, January. The most optimism-filled month of the 

year. Everything seems possible. Everyone promises to 

be better. And then everything remains the same. 

What is it that we need to reach those goals jotted down on 

our New Year’s Resolutions list? We need discipline, willpower 

etc, of course, but more than anything else, we need to make 

ourselves a priority. Though this is absolutely necessary, most 

of us tend to feel a bit guilty about this – as if there’s something 

BY DIPALI GUHA

wrong with wanting me-time when there are lots of work and 

family commitments to get through. However, unless we do 

make some me-time, we’d be drained and wouldn’t be able to 

give our best to all those commitments. 

Indeed, it’s entirely worth making fewer commitments to 

others and make a few more to ourselves. One can’t get 

anything out of life without investing first in oneself. Let’s 

get started, then – and it only takes 30 minutes a day.

Make time
for me-time
Make time
for me-time
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TIPS & TRIVIA

WRITE A GRATITUDE JOURNAL:
5 MINUTES  

You know that old saying, “Count your blessings”? That’s 

one the soundest pieces of advice any of us would ever get. 

We’re so fixated on all the things that go wrong that we hardly 

look at all the things that go right. Spend five minutes every 

day -- any time of the day -- with a notebook and pen, writing 

down the things that were positive on that particular day, 

whether for yourself or for the world. As the pile of positives 

grow, the pile of negatives would dwindle.

PUT THE GADGETS AWAY:
10 MINUTES  

Usually, people these days swipe their mobile phones or 

tablets almost till the moment they fall asleep. This tends to 

keep stress levels high. Instead, give yourself 10 gadget-free 

minutes when you go to bed. Do something – read a book, 

solve a newspaper puzzle, leaf through a magazine, or simply 

close your eyes and have a dream holiday in your head – that 

allows your brain to wind down and prepare for sleep. Try not 

to have a conversation during these minutes. This is me-time, 

and you are your own top priority.

SIT DOWN TO MEDIATE:
5 MINUTES 

This isn’t something exclusively for yogis and spiritual 

gurus. Anyone can meditate. Getting started is easy: sit in a 

comfortable position, at a place where you won’t be disturbed, 

relax as far as possible, and then breathe regularly, focusing 

on the rhythm of the breathing. Don’t resist the thoughts that 

come to the forefront of your mind, but don’t be overwhelmed 

by any of them. Fully focus on the breathing, to the exclusion 

of all else. This is an incredibly destressing exercise that leaves 

you refreshed and calm. 
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TAKE AN AIMLESS WALK:
10 MINUTES 

There must be a place, either close to your home or your 

office, where there’s some space to walk. During lunch break 

or in the evening, allow yourself to wander aimlessly for a 

while. It absolutely doesn’t matter in which direction you go; 

but set a perimeter limit or set the alarm on your mobile phone, 

so that you can be back for the next task. And need we say it 

– don’t check for messages and e-mails during these minutes. 

The idea is to take a break from the routine and observe small 

things: a stylish shop window, a beautiful tree or flower pot, or 

a child having fun.

The human brain is a busy organ. Some 50-100 billion 

nerve cells (or neurons) are constantly ‘talking’ to each other, 

delivering messages through an electrochemical process. 

Funnily enough, we don’t seem to know about a lot of things 

that these neurons are talking about – that might explain the 

weird dreams. According to some estimates, the brain can 

process 400 billion bits of information every second, but we’re 

aware of only a tiny fraction of that.

SOMETHING’S GOTTA GIVE
To find those 30 minutes daily for yourself, you need to:

1. Say no to socialising that you don’t really enjoy

2. Cut down on scrolling up and down social media endlessly

3. Delegate chores that don’t absolutely need your attention

4. Stop trying to make everything perfect for everyone at home

5. Become less self-critical for not achieving 100% of every goal

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS?  
All of what we’ve suggested here are designed to help the mind counter the modern-day information overload, 

concentrate better and become more organised. They’ll put you in a more content frame of mind, helping you deal 

with irritants better. Indeed, you could replace one thing with another – for instance, instead of meditation, you could 

choose to play an instrument, and it’ll have a similar effect. Instead of walking, you could play a round of tennis.

As you can see, all the suggested activities – writing, meditation, walking – are things that let you be ‘in the 

moment’, with no burden of what has been and what will be. These are also things that let you engage fully with 

yourself. And that’s the very definition of me-time.

Did you know?
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The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

GOOD DREAMS
Dr Samar Al-Shamsi is an internationally respected artist who is 

renowned for her commissioned portraits of high-profile individuals, including 
the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, UAE President His Highness 

Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, US President Barack Obama, and others.

The urge to take shortcuts and ignoring others’ rights are 
weapons that can destroy dreams

Achieving great dreams requires 

considerable restraint, patience and 

discipline. Each dreamer should stand 

in front of his or her mirror and look into 

themselves, going deeply into their 

minds, hearts, motives and dreams. 

They should seek fairness and inner 

peace so that they don’t infringe on 

others’ rights and cross the limits of 

others’ dreams, efforts and feelings. 

They might have used somebody’s 

D
reams or wishes mean a lot 

throughout the lifetime of a 

human being. Everyone, child or 

adult, has aspirations in life. A child 

wishes to be a boy; a boy wants to grow 

up fast and be a man; and a young man 

dreams of having his own family; a 

student dreams of success, and once he 

succeeds, he dreams of a rewarding job. 

A never ending cycle that evolves over 

the years, indeed.

Such dreams are the locomotive of 

human existence and survival if they were 

positive and good in nature, seeking 

good ends for which dreamers face 

considerable troubles and hardships 

along the way.

The good dreamers are those who 

follow a decent course, away from 

unethical ways to reach their ends. They 

use all legitimate ways and means to 

realise their dreams, having to walk his 

own challenging path and depending on 

his strong will, determination and hard 

work to reach the end. On the other 

hand, there are many people who want 

to take shortcuts to achieve their 

The good dreamers 
are those who 
follow a decent 
course, away from 
unethical ways to 
reach their ends

efforts or ideas to reach their goals. 

However, doing so destroys the dreams 

of others. In this case, the issue 

becomes a mere case of piracy.

Therefore, dreamers should always 

maintain their balance, wisdom and 

self-restraint to be able to turn their 

dreams into a reality. You can’t steal the 

efforts or ideas of others to reach your 

end, unless you build on such ideas and 

give credit to where it is due so you won’t 

feel guilty later on. The urge to take 

shortcuts and ignoring others’ rights are 

weapons that can destroy dreams.

On the other hand, honesty while 

following your goals means using your 

own resources, ideas and efforts while 

giving credit to any other help of advice. 

Patience and persistence will give great 

results at the end, the most important of 

which is the happiness you feel when you 

know that you have reached your goal 

using your own ideas and hardwork to 

make the world better for yourself and for 

others. In a nutshell, dream as you like, 

but make sure that you are one of those 

who follow good dreams.

COLUMN

dreams, using whatever means, even up 

to the extent of stepping on others’ 

backs to reach their ends. Sometimes, a 

tiny thread separates between decent 

and indecent courses of action.
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CRIME MYSTERIESCRIME MYSTERIES

NOT  REALLY
UP TO  IT

BY DIPALI GUHA

CLEVER THIEVES AND BURGLARS FIND ALL KINDS OF WAYS 

TO GET THEIR HANDS ON BANK RESERVES OR BREAKING 

INTO A ROOM. HOWEVER, CRIME DOES PAY TOO SOON FOR 

THESE CRIMINALS IN THE LIST
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CRIME MYSTERIES

WHO: JOHN MCGEE
WHERE: FEBRUARY 1976
WHERE: NEW YORK CITY, US

A robber goes into the bank to loot money. After taking 

the money, he fainted as too much excitement got into 

him. This scene, which could well be out of a Charlie 

Chaplin comic sketch, actually happened.

John McGee, 52, entered the Dry Dock Savings Bank 

branch at 59th Street and Lexington Avenue in the 

morning, soon after the bank opened. Tucked under his 

arm was a package. He went to the teller’s counter and 

claimed – in a written note that he slipped to the teller 

– that the package was a bomb, and the teller should 

hand over all the cash.

The teller did hand over the money – a total of $2,900 

(Dhs10,652), no small amount in 1976 – and also alerted 

the guard, who grabbed the robber. While they were in a 

scuffle, the police arrived. Overwhelmed by everything, 

McGee collapsed. The police did arrest him, but first they 

had to call for an oxygen tank and mask, and help the 

robber start breathing again. The alleged bomb was 

found to be only a defunct clock.

WHO: JOHN MOGAN
WHEN: AUGUST 2015
WHERE: ASHVILLE, OHIO, US

CRIME MYSTERIES

For illustration purposes only

Being part of the selfie generation, 

28-year-old John Mogan couldn’t 

resist posting his photos with wads of 

cash. He also appeared to be snacking 

on the cash, which he had stolen from 

a bank with the help of his accomplice, 

24-year-old Ashley Duboe.

Four days after the robbery, they 

were obviously quite thrilled with 

their adventure. And like all 

adventures, this deserves a social 

media post. So, the two posted 

pictures of themselves with the loot. 

Not surprisingly, the police, who 

these days know how social 

networks work, spotted the robber 

pair soon. They were taken into 

custody and charged.
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WHO: UNNAMED THIEF
WHEN: MARCH 2009
WHERE: FOX POINT, MILWAUKEE, US

Most commercial outlets these days have an alarm system, 

as in the case of a bar, which was intruded by Christopher 

Kron, 47, to steal some stuff. But did he get out of the place 

when he heard the alarm going off? Nope. He stayed and 

answered the phone call from the alarm company. They had 

called to see if the alarm had been set off by accident or if 

there was a real break-in. Kron not only answered the phone, 

but he also gave his real name to the person who called. And 

naturally, the alarm company called the police when Kron 

couldn’t say the correct pass code to switch off the alarm – 

that made it clear he didn’t work at the bar.

The thief did manage to flee before the police came, but 

he returned to the same bar the next morning. This time, Kron 

was easily caught, since the bar owner recognised him right 

away from the CCTV footage of the night before. He was 

arrested and charged with unarmed burglary.

As far as we know, no one should try robbing the 

martial arts legend Bruce Lee because he could break 

the robber’s neck with one karate chop. Going by the 

same principle, no one should try robbing a taekwondo 

master when the master is awake and practising. But an 

unlucky thief was silly enough to think that he could 

sneak into the taekwondo studio, take some stuff, and 

sneak out. Only, it didn’t go like that; it was more like 

WHO: CHRISTOPHER KRON
WHEN: AUGUST 2013
WHERE: LEE COUNTY, FLORIDA, US

For illustrative purposes only

the hypothetical Bruce Lee scenario.

Taekwondo master David Kang, who was in the 

middle of a lesson, heard some noises from his office 

room. He found a man going through his belongings, 

chased him when the intruder began running, caught 

the unwelcome visitor by the scruff of his neck – but 

didn’t break the thief’s neck– and kept him captive until 

police arrived.
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We take immense pride and great pleasure in extending
our sincerest congratulations and best wishes to

 His Highness Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

and Their Highnesses Members of the Supreme Council and Rulers of the UAE

and to all the people of the UAE

On the occasion of the 47th National Day

His Highness Sheikh

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

His Highness Sheikh

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the UAE
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CRIME & PUNISHMENT 

IT’S BEYOND TRAGIC WHEN A BABY HAS TO 
END UP IN A DUMPSTER JUST HOURS AFTER 

HER BIRTH. QUICK ACTION BY SOME CLEANERS 
BROUGHT THE POLICE TO THE SCENE

BY WAGIH HASSAN

SWADDLED 
SECRET
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CRIME & PUNISHMENT 

After giving birth to 
her, we kept her in a 
side room. She was 
gasping for breath 
and crying. When I 
came back to check 

on her, she was dead

While this interrogation was going on, a 

police car had gone to fetch Layal to the 

police station from her home.

Testifying before the head of CID, Layal 

stated, “Yes, officer. The newborn is my 

child. I had conceived her in adultery. This 

has been my profession for years.” As she 

spoke, tears wet her cheeks.

She continued, “Since this was an 

illegitimate child, I decided to throw her 

out in the street. I told myself that this 

was the best solution. I didn’t want her 

to grow up and work in the same terrible 

work as I do.”

In her testimony, Layal said that she 

had given birth at home with the help of 

Ella and then made the arrangement with 

her friend.

Asked how the baby died, the mother 

said, “After giving birth to her, we kept 

her in a side room. She was gasping 

for breath and crying. When I came 

back to check on her, she was dead. 

At that time, I had many feelings and 

thoughts: ‘What should you do with this 

dead baby?’ I thought: ‘Throw her in the 

dumpster. But I’m afraid the police and 

people would see me.’” That’s when the 

idea of asking Ella to do it for her came 

into her mind.

Ella was brought back before the CID 

officer, and was asked to explain in front 

of Layal how she had been spotted by the 

cleaners and got caught by the police.

Following the investigations and the 

medical tests, it was found that the cause 

of the newborn’s death was indeed wilful 

negligence by the mother, who didn’t feed 

the baby after birth.

Layal was brought to court 

on charges of murder and 

prostitution, and Ella on charges 

of being accessory to murder and 

prostitution. Both were sentenced to 

years in prison.

A 
young woman walked down 

the street. Her gait and her face 

gave a hint that she was in her 

twenties. She looked nervous as she 

walked. Her eyes darted to the right and 

left, as if with caution and fear. But why?

To her bosom, she clutched a bundle – 

something small, swaddled in white. It was 

quite tragic, because that swaddled secret 

was a baby girl who died after birth. But the 

question was: where was this young woman 

going with this dead baby at such an early 

hour of the morning?

It seemed that the girl was walking towards 

a dumpster, wanting to get rid of the little 

bundle. But as she walked closer to the 

dumpster, to throw the dead infant into it, a 

street cleaner noticed her.

The cleaner, Baboo, was quick, intuitive 

and a sharp observer. He saw the whole 

thing right from the beginning. He also 

noticed how disturbed the girl was. He 

startled the woman, asking what was in 

the bundle that she was about to throw 

into the dumpster. Immediately, the girl 

became very anxious, looking extremely 

agitated and uncertain.

When Baboo became certain that there 

was a baby in the bundle – possibly a 

dead baby – he called his colleagues to 

come and help him stop the girl.

The young woman who was about to 

throw the newborn wasn’t the mother. The 

real mother was still in bed after giving birth. 

The real mother has asked her to do this 

difficult task in return for an amount of money.

An argument started between the 

woman and the cleaners – Baboo and 

his colleagues – and everyone soon got 

angry. The cleaners knew that the bundle 

was a dead baby, and the woman was 

furious at being interrupted. Then, she 

began cursing them.

Baboo stepped away from the argument 

and called the police, giving them the 

The case then reached the Criminal 

Investigation Department. When 

interrogated, the young woman – let’s call 

her Ella – confessed that she was asked 

by the mother of the dead baby to carry 

out this task in exchange for money.

The woman confessed that her friend 

Layal, 36, was the real mother and that 

the baby was conceived in an adulterous 

relationship. Ella also confessed that Layal 

had been practising prostitution secretly for 

at least two years, and that she worked with 

her friend in this trade, sharing their income 

from clients.

“Is this the first time you’ve committed 

such a crime: throwing a newborn into a 

dumpster?” asked an investigation officer.

“This is the first time and the last time, 

sir,” said Ella.

exact location. At the same time, his two 

colleagues tried to keep the woman 

engaged in the argument, buying time so 

that she wouldn’t run away.

Within minutes, the police patrol arrived. 

First, they took the woman to the police 

car to detain her. Then, two officers went 

to the dumpster to take the baby out. She 

had thrown the baby into the bin as soon 

as she saw the police car approaching.
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We take immense pride and great pleasure in extending
our sincerest congratulations and best wishes to

 His Highness Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

and Their Highnesses Members of the Supreme Council and Rulers of the UAE

and to all the people of the UAE

On the occasion of the 47th National Day

His Highness Sheikh

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

His Highness Sheikh

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the UAE
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BY DR FALIH HANDHAL

An
adventuress
in Aden

HISTORYHISTORY

BRITISH WRITER AND EXPLORER FREYA STARK LANDED 
AT THE YEMENI PORT, WITH THE DESIRE TO VISIT 
HADHRAMAUT, AN ARAB LAND RICH IN HISTORY 
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A
mongst all the Western explorers 

who were drawn to the Middle 

East and the rest of Asia, there 

were some pioneering women including 

Freya Stark, a British writer and adventurer 

who loved to live in a world of innovation 

and creativity.

As a student of the London School of 

Oriental and African Studies, she read the 

Quran and learned the Arabic language. In 

1928, she started her journey to the East to 

discover its spiritual and human values. She 

visited Cairo, Baghdad and Aden, as well as 

India, China and Afghanistan.  

THE DREAM OF SHABWA

In 1934, Stark decided to travel to 

Hadhramaut, seeking the secrets of 

this Arab land, which was mentioned in 

the books of the ancient Romans when 

they arrived at the south of the Arabian 

Peninsula. She wanted to see the ancient 

monuments of the city of Shabwa, a place 

mentioned by the Roman historian Plinius 

under the name Sabota. 

Shabwa was the city that supplied the 

incense caravans that passed through its 

territory. Plinius said that the city had sixty 

temples and limitless wealth. However, 

the city had perished, with nothing left of 

it except some ruins, as mentioned by the 

explorer Abdullah Philby.

Stark had thought that Shabwa was the 

ancient kingdom of Sheba, from the story 

of Prophet Solomon and Bilqis. This is why 

she had chosen to pass through the Valley 

of Hadhramaut, see its mysteries, visit 

its villages, and meet its people until she 

reached Shabwa.

She started her journey in November 1934, 

travelling by sea from Egypt through the Red 

Sea to Bab Al-Mandab (the Mandab Strait), 

then on to Aden. From there, she moved 

around by camel, donkey and automobile. 

Stark met many people and described cities, 

villages, mountains, and plains. 

She spent long months in her journey to 

the unknown, until she reached the city of 

Shibam, adjacent to the ruins of the city of 

Shabwa, where she had dreamt of staying, 

discovering its secrets. Unfortunately, she 

was unable to do that because she had 

malaria; her body was weakened and this 

prevented her from moving.

Stark might have died had it not been 

Stark might have 
died had it not 

been for the 
intervention of the 

British Political 
Resident in Aden. He 

brought her back 
to Aden and then 
she was taken to 

London

Her book was first published in London in 

1936, followed by a second edition in 1946, 

and a third edition in 1957. The Abu Dhabi 

Tourism and Culture Authority entrusted 

Wafa’a Al-Dhahabi with translating it, while 

Dr Ahmad Ibish edited and annotated it.

A LAND OF ANTIQUITIES

In this article, we present the most 

important things that Freya Stark had talked 

about and seen in Hadhramaut. Before 

getting into the details of the journey, one 

must have basic knowledge of the political 

and social situation in Hadhramaut when 

Stark visited there in 1934.

This Arab land is full of antiquities from 

ancient civilisations; in its villages and 

cities live Arab ethnicities who speak old 

languages such as Al-Shahriyah, Sabaean, 

and Al-Ma’eeniyah. This is the land that 

defeated the Portuguese when they 

attempted to occupy Aden in 1550, but 

then it fell under the Ottoman Empire for a 

long time. 

In 1839, Britain occupied Aden, and 

Hadhramaut came under British control. 

This resulted in political divisions between 

the influential politicians and leaders of 

the region, who were called sultans. These 

sultans were not the same as the Ottoman 

Sultans; they were rulers of regions with 

powers and authorities similar to that of the 

present-day Arab tribal leaders (sheikhs). 

Therefore, when the author talked about 

a sultan, she was referring to the leader 

who was influential in his region and had 

power and dominion over his people. Often, 

the sultans entered wars and conflicts 

that filled Hadhramaut’s history pages. 

When Stark visited Hadhramaut, the most 

renowned sultans were Al-Qe’eti and Al-

Kathiri sultanates. 

Al-Makalla city was the capital of the Al-

Qe’eti sultanate, whereas the city of Seiyun 

was the capital of the Al-Kathiri sultanate. 

Hostility between the two sultanates was 

intense and lasted until 1918, when the 

British were able to conclude a peace treaty 

between both parties. In general, it was a 

very fragile treaty, but it was still in force in 

1934 when Stark visited.

By the time she left, the British 

Government had appointed a new political 

resident, Harold Ingrams, who had the 

situation under control and forced the two 

for the intervention of the British Political 

Resident in Aden. He brought her back to 

Aden and then she was taken to London. 

Her dream of Shabwa was not fulfilled, but 

she wrote her book The Southern Gates of 

Arabia: A Journey in the Hadhramaut, one 

of her many books about her adventures.

In her lifetime of a hundred years, 

Stark was honoured as an explorer, an 

anthropologist, an expert in the art of 

map drawing, photographer, and author 

of thirty books. Her writings included a 

four-volume autobiography, eight volumes 

of selected letters, writings about the 

Crusaders’ castles in Syria and the holy 

cities of Iraq, as well as her book The 

Southern Gates of Arabia.  

Freya Stark
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parties to enter into a permanent peace in 

1936 with the help of Al-Kaf dignitaries, led 

by Sheikh Abu Bakr Al-Sheikh Al-Kaf. 

According to our information, Sultan 

Omar bin Awad Al-Qe’eti was the ruler of 

the Al-Qe’eti sultanate, while Sultan Al-

Hussein bin Mansur bin Ali Al-Kathiri was 

the ruler of the Al-Kathiri sultanate. The 

sultanates in Hadhramaut ended in 1967 

with the establishment of the People’s 

Republic of Southern Yemen, with Qahtan 

Mohammad Al-Shua’abi as its president.  

 

ADEN AND AL-SHIHR COAST

The ship carrying Stark arrived at Aden. 

She stayed in her cabin waiting for the 

person who would be accompanying her in 

her expedition in the country.

According to Stark, the ship had docked 

at the eastern arm of the wide gulf, at the 

ancient port of Cana. About Cana, she said 

that small black volcanic hills covered its 

hillside; there, the town of Bir Ali is located, 

inhabited by the Wahidi tribe. The sultan 

of the tribe, together with three other 

persons, requested to visit her on the ship, 

and she accepted. 

Stark described the meeting: “Three or 

four leaders came to shake hands with 

grave unsmiling courtesy; most of them 

were wearing loincloths with well-tight belts. 

They had guns inlaid with silver as well as 

Hadhramauti daggers enclosed in U-shaped 

scabbards. Two or three of the men walked 

around cautiously in the ship and looked 

into my cabin at the electric fans, washing 

basin, mirror, light, and curtains.” 

Then, the ship sailed east along the 

Al-Shihr coast, which was described by the 

traveller as the uninhabited hilly coast of the 

land of incense, where the Shihri incense 

was sold. There, the widespread city of 

Shihr was located, with its oval buildings. It 

had a mosque with four minarets and five 

domes; in the centre of the city was a huge 

space that housed the sultan’s palace. 

“I was told that there were remains of 

a Portuguese city in that location. I had 

noticed that the people sailed close to the 

coastline using wooden boats tied with 

coconut coir. Afterward, the ship sailed 

towards Al-Makalla, and I decided to stay 

there and proceed with my road trip to 

Shabwa,” she wrote.

Commenting on what she had written, 

I say: “The Al-Shihr region represents the 

coastal area of Hadhramaut. In addition, 

I know from history that the Al-Qe’eti 

sultanate was established there and that 

the city remained its capital until 1910, when 

the leaders decided to move the capital 

to Al-Makalla city. The city is around 65km 

from Al-Makalla, and it is known for its old 

markets and many neighbourhoods.”

Stark stepped down to a boat with her 

luggage; a police officer and an Indian 

doctor were waiting for her. The captain 

of the ship saw her off, saying, “May God 

keep you safe”.

 

LIFE IN AL-MAKALLA 

When Stark reached the mainland, 

she was taken to the sultan’s palace in 

Al-Makalla, to be his guest for five days – 

she was to live in a guesthouse close to 

the palace. 

Her host was Prince Salem bin Ahmad bin 

Abdullah Al-Qe’eti, who ruled the sultanate 

on behalf of his brother, the sultan. She 

described her five days there: “There is a 

palace at the west end of the city near the 

battlement gate, [through] which all convoys 

and traffic must enter. The white palace with 

I was told that 
there were 

remains of a 
Portuguese city 

in that location. 
I had noticed 

that the people 
sailed close to 
the coastline 
using wooden 

boats tied with 
coconut coir
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coloured glass was located close to the sea; 

the guesthouse was located in the same 

enclosure, with a number of Yafa’i soldiers 

keeping watch. 

“I was charmingly looked after in the 

Sultan’s guesthouse. Water was brought 

in conduits from the western valley and 

poured in a European bathtub. I had a bed 

with a mosquito net, a dressing table with 

a mirror; in the dining room, there was 

a big table and six varnished chairs. In 

addition, there was a reception room with 

lovely red and yellow striped furniture. I 

was given a servant, A’wzab, as well as a 

butler, an honourable sheikh from the city of 

Huraidha, who used to come every morning 

to check on my needs.

“I explored the city by car with an Afghani 

chauffeur. The whole city is one crowded 

street parallel with the sea; the side streets 

climb at right angles to this main street and 

end almost immediately against the cliff. 

The houses there cling one above the other. 

The governor’s palace is where the diwan is 

held and the court gives its judgments; the 

treasury is lodged in it and the Sultan is the 

absolute reference.

“In the street, the people, Arabs, 

Bedouins, and Negros, had begun to grow 

accustomed to the sight of me and gathered 

whenever I walked away from the car. About 

fifty children pursued me, calling ‘nasrani’ in 

a monotonous but not insulting way.

“Before leaving the town, I visited three 

schools, which provide six years of free 

education for those who desire to learn, 

funded by the Sultan. The school teachers 

were young and eager for education. 

hands were heavily scented and adorned 

from outside with brown patterns. Their 

eyebrows were painted brown. Some were 

very pretty. When they stood up to dance, 

they did not move their feet, but they made 

patterns like wheels in the air with their 

pigtails. A clinging scent came from their 

bodies; the drums beat; the bracelets and 

girdles jingled. I could not see the bride as 

she was in an upper room, so I slipped out. 

“Most of the Sultan’s army was from the 

Yafa’i tribe and he had a private army. The 

army consisted of three to four thousand 

soldiers scattered in the Sultanate. They 

were fine-looking men, as muscular as 

snakes, and dressed in belts around their 

waists and their weapons are rifles. At the 

city’s gate, there are the Sultan’s cannons, 

two cannons, as well as the army band 

with brass instruments, which blows hard 

leading the troops back to barracks after 

they finished their training. 

“When I decided to leave, I went early 

in the morning to thank Prince Salem bin 

Ahmad bin Al-Qe’eti. His wife contemplated 

me with velvety beautiful eyes. I completed 

what I had to do in order to head for the 

town of Do’an.”

Here, Stark’s account ends. I wanted to 

comment on the schools that she talked 

about. The Al-Qe’eti sultans had built 

several schools, such as the Al-Huda school 

in the town of Qutun, established by Ali bin 

Salah Al-Qe’eti in 1960; the Al-Makarem and 

Al-Akhlaq schools, established by Ghalib 

bin Awad Al-Qe’eti; and the Al-Khayriyah 

Sultanate school, established by Sultan 

Omar bin Awad Al-Qe’eti in Al-Makalla. 

There were thirteen teachers to around 

three hundred pupils in six classes. The 

two smaller classes sat cross-legged on 

the floor; the older ones had benches. The 

books that came from Egypt were few. 

“One day, the Afghani chauffeur stopped 

outside a marquee and told me that there 

was a wedding inside and asked me if 

I wanted to look inside. He took me to 

the door and left. I slipped in and found 

myself in a chaos of women packed in 

at twilight. The slave women stood in an 

outer crowd, while the ladies in the centre 

squatted knee to knee and someone beat 

a drum. The clothes were embroidered 

with silver threads and necklaces in rows, 

heavy bracelets and girdles and seven or 

six ear-rings in each ear. As for their hair, 

the women had several braids and their 

View to the Hadhramaut valley

Sana’a, Yemen
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TAKE A PEEK AT THE NEWEST MUST-HAVE HIGH-TECH ELECTRONIC DEVICES

GADGETS

KEEP IT SAFE
When you’ve got one of the most expensive mobile phones in the 
world, you might want to invest in a case that’s both attractive and 
sturdy. The Nomad Rugged iPhone Case, designed for the iPhone X 
and XS, just caught our eye. The case has a protective microfibre lining, 
a body made from high-grade polycarbonate, with a raised bumper to 
protect the phone’s edges. The manufacturer claims that the design 
can protect the mobile phone from a drop of even 10 feet (whereas the 
normal limit is usually 2 feet). The case is wrapped in leather for a 
classy feel. Compatible with wireless chargers, the case is available in 
two colours: black and brown.

Website: https://hellonomad.com
Price: $45 (Dhs165)

CARRY YOUR OWN
4K CINEMA
Any projector will show you a movie. The LG HU80KA 4K CineBeam 
Projector is a triumph because of the design – you can simply pick it up 
by the handle, put it down anywhere, and turn any available clutter-
free flat surface into a cinema screen, expandable up to 150”, and with 
fabulous picture quality. The gadget has two 7W speakers and a built-
in retractable power cord, along with built-in Smart TV wireless 
streaming. The mirrored lid protects the lens when not in use.

Website: www.lg.com
Price: $2,800 (Dhs10,284)

SNAP, SNAP,
SNAP AWAY
We’re all sharing on social media all the time, but it’s still nice to print 
out a photo and hand it to a friend or family member as a keepsake. 
Which is why, we guess, portable instant printers are still around. The 
HP Sprocket Photo Printer is one such cool gadget – a strong 
performer that’s small and lightweight enough to sit in a small bag or 
even a coat pocket. It connects with your mobile phone and prints 
out 2” x 3” pictures from any source: camera roll or a social network. 
The companion app lets you customise the picture with fun things 
such as filters and emojis. The printer works with Zink photo paper.

Website: https://store.hp.com
Price: $90 (Dhs331)
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ANYTIME IS MOVIE TIME
If you want the portable movie experience without sinking a lot of 
money into it, take a look at the Nebula Capsule II Projector, which is 
– famously – about the same size as a soda can. The resolution is 
720p, using DLP technology, and the little gadget can project 
images up to 100” on most flat surfaces. The speaker system is 
much improved, and other features include Android TV, autofocus, 
and built-in Google Assistant support. The battery lasts for up to 3 
hours, good enough for a movie or a football match.

Website: www.kickstarter.com
Price: $399 (Dhs1,466) (pre-order stage)

IS THIS JUST FANTASY?
Amazed by this design, we’re singing the opening lines of Queen’s most 
famous number, Bohemian Rhapsody. Where will smart tech design 
reach next? Well, for now, let’s consider the Royole FlexPai Folding 
Smartphone, a first in the world. This has a 7.8” display and folds to half 
the size, thanks to a hinge at the back. A new Qualcomm Snapdragon 
8150 processor, 16-megapixel wide-angle and 20-megapixel telephoto 
cameras, and Water OS on top of Android 9 Pie round up the specs. 

Website: www.royole.com/flexpai
Price: From $1,320 (Dhs4,848)

LISTEN TO THESE
HERE ARE TWO COOL LISTENING DEVICES IN THE SAME PRICE RANGE 

With every wireless headphone or earphone maker upping their game, what 
do we have here? The Master & Dynamic MW07 Wireless Earphones stand 
out because they spell class. The body has a handcrafted tortoise shell look, 
and inside each earbud, there is a 10mm Beryllium driver for very high-
quality sound. The design ensures a very snug fit, you can take calls with the 
earphones on, and the power lasts 3.5 hours on one charge – perfect for a 
short flight. The carrying-cum-charging case is made of stainless steel. And 
the best thing? The earphones have an IPX 4 splash-proof rating. 
Connectivity distance is a little over 65 feet.

Website: www.masterdynamic.com
Price: $299 (Dhs1,098)

If you aren’t a fan of earphones, and prefer a more secure 
feel but without the tangle of wires, the Grado Wireless 
Headphones might just be the thing. The GW100, the 
company’s first Bluetooth headphones, have a market-
leading design that cuts escaping sound by up to 60 per cent, 
as per tech industry reports. Battery life is 15 hours.

Website: https://gradolabs.com
Price: $249 (Dhs915)
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NEW INTERNATIONAL MOVIE RELEASES COMING SOON 
TO CINEMAS NEAR YOU

A DOG’S WAY HOME 

TALL TALE

DIRECTOR: CHARLES MARTIN SMITH 
STARRING: JONAH HAUER-KING, ASHLEY JUDD, BRYCE DALLAS 
HOWARD, ALEXANDRA SHIPP, WES STUDI, CHRIS BAUER 
MOVIE TYPE: DRAMA 

DIRECTORS: ANTOON KRINGS, ARNAUD BOURON 
VOICES: KATE MARA, JUSTIN LONG 
MOVIE TYPE: ANIMATION

MOVIES

THE UPSIDE REPLICAS 

Here’s a heart-warming and funny tale of the unlikeliest friendship 

possible, backed by some solid performances by Bryan Cranston 

(aka Walter White of Breaking Bad) and comedian Kevin Hart (of 

Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle). After being paralysed in a hang-

gliding accident, an aristocrat (Cranston) hires a young man (Hart) 

from a poor, difficult background to be his caretaker. That hiring 

transforms their lives.

A scientist (Reeves) loves his family so much that he 

uses genetic technology to recreate his wife (Eve) and 

children after they’re killed in an accident. At some point, 

the ‘revived’ cloned wife realises that she had died. This 

is a gripping sci-fi, psychological drama featuring fine 

performances.

DIRECTOR: NEIL 
BURGER 
STARRING: BRYAN 
CRANSTON, KEVIN 
HART, NICOLE 
KIDMAN, AMARA 
KARAN 
MOVIE TYPE: COMEDY

DIRECTOR: JEFFREY 
NACHMANOFF 
STARRING: KEANU 
REEVES, ALICE EVE, 
THOMAS MIDDLEDITCH, 
JOHN ORTIZ, EMILY 
ALYN LIND 
MOVIE TYPE: SCI-FI

A cheese-loving little dog named Bella (voiced by Dallas Howard) has a very 

happy life with her beloved master, Lucas (Hauer-King) and his mum (Judd). They 

spend years together, playing ‘doctor’ and chasing squirrels, and doing other fun 

stuff. One day, while Lucas is outside, Bella spots a squirrel outside the window – 

and she must chase it. And then, having run too far, the dog gets lost. Lucas and 

his mum search for her, but Bella is too far away from home. However, she never 

stops trying to find her way back. On that epic 400-mile journey home, Bella 

makes many friends – her life is saved and she saves someone’s life too.

When Apollo, a kind-hearted travelling performer and ingenious cricket, lands in the village of the 

Funny Little Bugs, the whole kingdom is about to be disrupted. The beloved reigning queen bee 

Marguerite is soon kidnapped on the orders of her jealous and treacherous cousin Wendy, who 

sets up a trap to frame Apollo for the crime, causing panic and despair in the hive. 
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GLASS
DIRECTOR: M NIGHT SHYAMALAN 
STARRING: BRUCE WILLIS, SAMUEL L JACKSON, JAMES MCAVOY, 
SARAH PAULSON, ANYA TAYLOR-JOY 
MOVIE TYPE: ACTION

Bruce Willis returns as the ‘unbreakable’ David Dunn, as does Samuel L. Jackson as Elijah Price, known 

also by his pseudonym Mr Glass. Joining from Split are James McAvoy, reprising his role as Kevin 

Wendell Crumb and the multiple identities who reside within, and Anya Taylor-Joy as Casey Cooke, 

the only captive to survive an encounter with The Beast. Following the conclusion of Split, Glass finds 

Dunn pursuing Crumb’s superhuman figure of The Beast in a series of escalating encounters, while the 

shadowy presence of Price emerges as an orchestrator who holds secrets critical to both men. 

MANIKARNIKA SUPER 30

THE KID WHO WOULD BE KING

Packed with action and drama, the movie tells the story of one of 

history’s greatest and most inspiring warrior queens – Rani Laxmibai 

of Jhansi played by Kangana Ranaut, who led the charge against 

British imperialists in India, during the rebellion that followed the 

Sepoy Mutiny of 1857.

A nearly unrecognisable Hrithik Roshan stars as mathematician 

Anand Kumar, the brain behind the famed Super 30 programme 

for IIT aspirants. The programme trains poor but bright children 

to enter the elite institution, promoting merit over privilege.

DIRECTOR: KRISH
STARRING: 
KANGANA RANAUT, 
ANKITA LOKHANDE, 
JISHU SENGUPTA, 
ATUL KULKARNI, 
EDWARD 
SONNENBLICK
MOVIE TYPE: 
PERIOD DRAMA

DIRECTOR: VIKAS 
BAHL
STARRING: HRITHIK 
ROSHAN, MERAJ 
ALAM, JEETENDRA 
AWASTHI
MOVIE TYPE: 
BIOGRAPHY

This is a retelling of the classic story of King Arthur and the legendary sword Excalibur. Except 

that this time, the king is a 12-year-old kid, and the knights of the round table are older teenagers. 

While running away from bullies, the kid comes across the sword half buried in stone, and pulls it 

out, unleashing events in which he has to gather a force against enemies. 

DIRECTOR: JOE CORNISH 
STARRING: LOUIS ASHBOURNE SERKIS, REBECCA FERGUSON, 
PATRICK STEWART, TOM TAYLOR, JAKE GREENLEE, RHIANNA DORRIS, 
DEAN CHAUMOO
MOVIE TYPE: FANTASY   
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BOOKSSecurity And Safety For All

The memoir of one of the most remarkable real women we know sits on the bookshelf alongside 
one of the most remarkable fictional crime-fighters

Security And Safety For All

Hello, Michelle
Title: Becoming 
Author: Michelle Obama 
Publisher: Crown Publishing Group
Price: $32.50 (Dhs119) (Hardcover)

One of the most iconic women of this era, Michelle Obama, former First Lady of the United 

States of America and the first African American to step into that role, has her own identity 

as a powerful advocate for women and girls. She is a cool mom, she is charismatic, and she 

inspires everyone to be fitter and better. In this memoir, Michelle invites readers into her world, 

chronicling the experiences that have shaped her – from her childhood in Chicago, to her 

years as an executive balancing the demands of motherhood and work, to her time spent at 

the world’s most famous address. With honesty and wit, she describes her triumphs and her 

disappointments, both public and private, telling her full story as she has lived it.

Title: Past Tense 
Author: Lee Child 
Publisher: Delacorte Press
Price: $28.99 (Dhs106) (Hardcover)

By now the world’s most famous hitchhiker, Jack Reacher sets 

out to find a town where his father might have lived. A lover 

of the open road, he has planned an epic trip, and the town 

of Laconia happens to be on the way. Around the same time, 

a young couple gets stranded after their car breaks down. 

They think they’re lucky to find a motel nearby. The place is 

a bit strange, but they have no choice. Here’s yet another 

story where lives are saved, and criminals face the fate they 

deserve all because Reacher won’t stop asking questions.

Title: This Is Marketing: You Can’t Be Seen Until You 
Learn to See 
Author: Seth Godin 
Publisher: Portfolio 
Price: $24 (Dhs88) (Hardcover)

The book shows you how to do work you’re proud of, 

whether you’re a tech start-up founder, a small business 

owner, or part of a large corporation. According to the 

author, great marketers rely on empathy, connection and 

emotional labour instead of attention-stealing ads and 

spammy e-mail. This book will help you reframe how your 

product or service is presented to the world, in order to 

connect with potential customers.

Hard man returns Empathy, not ads
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A collector’s item
Title: The Game Console: A Photographic History from Atari to Xbox
Author: Evan Amos 
Publisher: No Starch Press
Price: $24.95 (Dhs92) (Hardcover)

Here is a tour through the evolution of video game hardware, with full-colour photos of 86 

consoles. You’ll start your journey with legendary consoles like the Magnavox Odyssey, Atari 

2600, Nintendo Entertainment System, and the Commodore 64. The visual nostalgia trip 

continues with systems from the 1990s and 2000s, and ends on modern consoles like the Xbox 

One, PlayStation 4, and Wii U. If you’re a gamer, this is a collector’s item.

Modern fairy-tale 
Title: Juno Valentine and the Magical Shoes
Author: Eva Chen
Illustrator: Derek Desierto 
Publisher: Feiwel & Friends
Price: $18.99 (Dhs70)

Juno Valentine’s favourite shoes don’t light up. They don’t have wheels. But 

they’re still her favourite muddy-puddle-jumping, everyday-is-an-adventure 

shoes. One day, when they go missing, Juno discovers something amazing: a 

magical room filled with every kind of shoe she could possibly imagine. Juno 

embarks on an epic journey through time and space, stepping into the shoes 

of female icons from Frida Kahlo and Cleopatra to Lady Gaga and Serena Williams. Each pair of shoes Juno tries brings a new 

adventure and a step towards understanding that her very own shoes might be the best shoes of all.

Title: The Colors of All the 
Cattle
Author: Alexander McCall 
Smith 
Publisher: Pantheon
Price: $25.95 (Dhs95) 
(Hardcover)

No. 1 detective Precious Ramotswe is back with her unique 

problem-solving ways. When Mma Potokwane suggests to 

Mma Ramotswe that she run for a seat on the Gaborone City 

Council, the sleuth is at first reluctant. But when she learns 

that developers plan to build the flashy Big Fun Hotel next to 

a graveyard, she allows herself to be persuaded. Meanwhile, 

Mma Ramotswe has acquired a new client: one of her late 

father’s old friends, who was a victim of a hit-and-run accident. 

Title: Toddler Discipline 
for Every Age and Stage: 
Effective Strategies to 
Tame Tantrums, Overcome 
Challenges, and Help Your 
Child Grow
Author: Aubrey Hargis
Foreword: Breana Sylvester 
PhD 
Publisher: Rockridge Press
Price: $15.99 (Dhs59)

When faced with the meltdowns that toddlers are famous for, 

it can be difficult to know which toddler discipline techniques 

will best help your child grow into a stronger, kinder person. 

Written by child development expert Aubrey Hargis, the book 

helps you understand your toddler’s behavioural challenges, 

while fostering important life skills such as curiosity, respect, 

independence and confidence. 

World of Mma 
Ramotswe

Raise a better 
child
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ENVIRONMENT

Rainforest birds hit hard by dam construction, shows study
A new conservation study has found 

that a dam built in Thailand three 

decades ago nearly wiped out the local 

bird population. 

The findings were published in the 

journal Global Ecology and Conservation, 

and the dam in question is the 165 sq km 

Chiew Larn Reservoir, which inundated a 

large part of a rich rainforest.

The dam and the activities related to 

it, such as fires started by people, have 

degraded what’s left of the forest and 

almost no viable habitat remains for 

birds, especially for those bird species 

that are largely dependent on natural 

resources. The bird species now left 

in this forest include the pin-striped tit 

babbler (Mixornis gularis), dark-necked 

tailorbird (Orthotomus atrogularis), 

bamboo bush-warbler (Abroscopus 

superciliaris), Indochinese blue-

flycatcher (Cyornis sumatrensis), bamboo 

woodpecker (Gecinulus viridis), and 

white-browed piculet (Sasia ochracea). 

WHILE major hotels do invest in some 

recycling, it’s a much better policy to cut 

the waste altogether – or, at least, make 

a beginning because every little bit helps. 

That’s what a new luxury hotel in Abu 

Dhabi has done.

The hotel, Jumeirah at Saadiyat Island, 

has done away with one of the most 

ubiquitous sights in the UAE – the single-

they continue to use it so they’re not using 

single-use plastic, even after they leave.” 

The property which opened in 

November 2018 has eco-friendly 

measures including: in-house 

recycling scheme, environmentally-

friendly thermostats in guest rooms, 

biodegradable packaging for toiletries, 

and compostable corn-starch straws.

use plastic water bottle. The hotel gives 

every guest a reusable water bottle as 

they check in. The hotel also has an 

on-site water filtration system, an industry-

leading initiative.

“The guests can take their water 

bottles with them when they go,” says 

Emily Armstrong, the hotel’s marine and 

environmental manager. “So hopefully 

Luxury hotel in Abu Dhabi encourages no single-use plastic

Pin-striped tit babbler Indochinese blue-flycatcher

Rainforest-dependent birds have either 

sharply declined or are gone altogether.

The reason the study is relevant is 

that new hydroelectric projects are 

being planned or carried out in Asia, 

in view of the continent’s rising need 

of power. Dams do provide power, but 

their degrading effect on the landscape 

is also a known fact. According to 

Internationalrivers.org: “Large dams have 

led to the extinction of many fish and 

other aquatic species, the disappearance 

of birds in floodplains, huge losses of 

forest, wetland and farmland, erosion 

of coastal deltas, and many other 

unmitigable impacts.”

The authors of this study noted that 

with the development of renewable 

power sources such as wind and 

solar, the world should think whether 

large dams were worth the damage 

they caused.

www.jumeirah.com
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Abu Dhabi ramps up marine monitoring to eradicate illegal fishing 

Sharks and rays face extinction

THE Capital, which is home to the 

world’s second largest population of 

dugongs, has ramped up its monitoring 

scheme to deter illegal fishing activities 

that endanger the number of protected 

marine species in its waters.

With around 3,000 found in the 

Marawah Marine Biosphere Reserve, 

dugongs (also known as sea cows) 

have been protected under Federal 

Law No. 23 and No. 24 since 1999. 

This represents an important pillar 

of the legacy of the nation’s founding 

father, the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan 

Al Nahyan, to preserve the environment 

and support global efforts towards the 

conservation of dugongs. 

Following the death of six dugongs 

that have recently been found washed 

ashore Abu Dhabi’s coastline from 

Al Silaa to Ghantoot in November 

2018, the Environment Agency – Abu 

Dhabi (EAD) has implemented regular 

patrolling in Abu Dhabi waters.

The results of the necropsy of the 

dugongs suggest that they had been 

entangled in abandoned drift nets. 

prudently and responsibly and fish in 

a sustainable manner – in line with our 

local and federal laws.”

The government is imposing stiff 

penalties to violators. First-time offenders 

may receive fines of up to Dhs50,000 

and/or an imprisonment term of not less 

than three months, while second-time 

offenders may receive fines of up to 

Dhs100,000 and/or an imprisonment term 

of not less than one year.

Dr Shaikha Salem Al Dhaheri, 

Executive Director of Terrestrial and 

Marine Biodiversity at EAD, said: “The 

agency will continue to prioritise 

the protection of dugong habitats 

and ensure that enforcement of 

the laws continues to be applied 

strictly, in partnership with the Critical 

Infrastructure & Coastal Protection 

Authority (CICPA). We strongly urge all 

fishermen to cast their nets mindfully, 

DOES anyone care about the fact that 

many species of sharks and rays are on 

the verge of extinction? Sharks, which 

are seen as monsters, thanks to a bunch 

of Hollywood movies, are in fact very 

important to the overall health of marine 

life – and, statistically, they hardly ever 

kill humans. 

Discovery.com 

says: “Sharks attack 

and kill 10 humans 

per year, on average. 

Humans, in contrast, 

annually kill about 

20 to 30 million 

sharks, according to 

the Florida Museum 

of Natural History’s 

Department of 

Ichthyology.” And 

all those millions of 

shark deaths come 

• Largetooth sawfish (Pristis pristis), a ray 

whose distinctive feature is a snout 

(rostrum) lined with sharp teeth. Industrial 

fishing and hunting for skin are a huge 

threat to this ray.

• Caribbean electric ray (Narcine bancroftii), 

which stuns its prey with an electric shock. 

The ray hides on the sea floor during the 

day and looks for worms and other small 

prey at night.

• Zebra shark (Stegostoma fasciatum), a very 

interesting species that’s born with zebra 

stripes and develop leopard spots as it 

gets older. It lives on the sea floor.

• Whale shark (Rhincodon typus), the 

biggest fish in the sea, reaching up to 20m 

in length, is very peaceful compared to 

what it looks like, being an eater of mostly 

plankton and small fish.

• Basking shark (Cetorhinus maximus), the 

second largest species of shark (and fish) 

in the world.

from commercial and sport fishing. Rays are 

also victims of the same phenomenon.

A new study on the numbers of sharks, 

rays and chimeras (fish with cartilage 

instead of bones) was carried out for the 

Edge (Evolutionarily Distinct and Globally 

Endangered) of Existence programme. Some 

of the most threatened species include: 
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HEALTH NEWS

Does this gene database mean less sickness?

Planning to have a baby? Try not to breathe foul air

ADVANCES in medicine mean longer 

life for people, especially for those in 

richer countries. Nonetheless, some 

diseases are outpacing treatment. Two 

things that can make a difference to 

POLLUTION tends to spike in winter, 

and for people who want to be parents, 

that means worrying about more than 

their own lungs. Inhaling dirty air can 

affect even the unborn baby’s health 

– and the damage begins even before 

the baby is conceived.

New research at the Ohio State 

University, US, reveals that if future 

mates are exposed to dirty air even 

before conception, the baby might 

develop heart trouble. The basic 

finding from the study is that the 

parents’ bodies – that of the mother is 

more important – carry the toxins and 

pass them on to the offspring. 

“We found that these offspring had 

a variety of heart problems during the 

prime of their lives and the effects 

were so robust that it was somewhat 

shocking,” said study author Loren 

Wold, director of biomedical research 

at Ohio State’s College of Nursing.

For the study, the researchers 

every individual are: deeper knowledge 

of diseases and early diagnosis.

There’s hope for both of these, now 

that scientists have finished the world’s 

largest gene sequencing project, 

with the participation of people with 

rare diseases and cancer patients. 

The project has been described as 

transformational. The researchers were 

from the Wellcome Sanger Institute, 

near Cambridge, UK, and the work was 

overseen by Genomics England.

During their participation, a significant 

number of people with rare diseases 

were given a diagnosis. This could take 

years in normal situations. Getting the 

diagnosis meant that they could start 

treatment, and that made a big difference 

to their health.

Under this project, some 85,000 

people had their entire genetic code – 

aka genome – sequenced. Adding the 

number of cancerous tumour DNAs to 

this, the number of genomes recorded 

was 100,000. The research is very 

important for diseases that are related to 

genetic defects or mutations.

brought the level of harmful particulate 

matter in the air at the same level as 

that of big cities such as Los Angeles 

and Beijing. There was a lot of PM2.5, 

the tiniest particles that can enter 

bloodstream. Some of the test mice 

were made to inhale this air for 30 

hours a week; another group of mice 

did not inhale the foul air. Then they 

were all kept in normal air, where they 

mated and had offspring.

Testing the heart health of the 

offspring from the two groups of mice 

– exposed to PM2.5; and not exposed 

– the study “found a lot more evidence 

that preconception pollution could 

harm the offspring”.

The offspring of mice exposed to 

pollution had impaired heart function; 

signs of oxidative stress, meaning a 

low level of beneficial antioxidants; and 

irregular levels of calcium regulatory 

proteins critical to cardiac function. 

The study was published in the Journal 

of the American Heart Association.

“This suggests that heart problems 

related to pollution exposure could 

start even before conception, and 

if that’s true, it has implications 

worldwide,” said Wold.

JANUARY 201992 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL

Security And Safety For AllSecurity And Safety For All



HALF a loaf is better than none – as you 

must’ve heard. That goes for exercise too. 

A single one-hour workout can mean big 

benefits for the body.

Dr Kevin Williams, a neuroscientist at the 

University of Texas Southwestern in Dallas, 

and his colleagues carried out research on 

A single workout helps you stay fit for 2 days

Greenery is good for the heart
DOES it make you happy to visit a park, 

see the trees, hear the birds chirp? Well, at 

such times, your heart is happy, too. 

New research published in the Journal 

of the American Heart Association says 

that residents of a leafy neighbourhood 

may have a lower risk of developing heart 

disease and suffering strokes.

Scientists from the University of 

Louisville, US looked at what impact green 

spaces had on the well-being of people. 

In the highly comprehensive research, 

they spent five years collecting blood and 

urine samples from 408 people. There 

was a large variety in the age, income, and 

ethnicity of the test subjects.

The research team also looked at green 

spaces near the participants’ residences 

and measured the vegetation density 

using a special index. They found that the 

more greenery participants had around 

them, the lower their stress levels and the 

higher capacity to repair blood vessels, as 

indicated by biomarkers.

“Our study shows that living in a 

neighbourhood dense with trees, bushes 

and other green vegetation may be good 

for the health of your heart and blood 

vessels,” said Aruni Bhatnagar, lead study 

author and professor of medicine and 

director of the University of Louisville 

Diabetes and Obesity Center. “Indeed, 

increasing the amount of vegetation in a 

neighbourhood may be an unrecognised 

environmental influence on cardiovascular 

health and a potentially significant public 

health intervention.”

mice that revealed one exercise session 

– three, consecutive, 20-minute sessions 

of treadmill running – could trigger brain 

activity associated with lower appetite, 

lower blood sugar levels, and faster 

metabolism. And these positive effects 

lasted for two days after that one workout.

The lead scientist said, “This research 

is not just for improving fitness. A 

better understanding of neural links to 

exercise can potentially help a number of 

conditions affected by glucose regulation.”

The findings fill in the research gap in 

understanding the melanocortin circuit, 

which previous studies showed could 

be altered through feeding or fasting. 

However, these two had not yet been 

linked to exercise. The findings can also 

pave the way for a substantive research 

on potential treatments to improve 

glucose metabolism in patients with 

conditions such as diabetes.

“It is possible that activating 

melanocortin neurons may hold 

therapeutic benefits for patients one 

day, especially for diabetics who need 

improved blood-glucose regulation,” Dr. 

Williams said.
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WHAT THE MONTH
HAS IN STORE

HOROSCOPE

Aries (March 21 – April 19)

It is time to channel the wanderlust in you as travelling this 

month will be extremely pleasant for you. Whether it’s within 

or outside of the UAE, it is the perfect time to reconnect 

and make wonderful memories to start the year 2019. If you are going out 

alone, take the opportunity to rediscover forgotten ideas and feed your soul.

Taurus (April 20 – May 21)

A new friend might come into your life in the beginning of the year. 

It could be someone you randomly met at a small social event or 

a public place but he or she will leave a mark in your life. You can 

end up having great conversations or discovering new stuff. Why not? Making the right 

friends can make your life ten times more enjoyable.

Gemini (May 22 – June 20)

Career growth and possible business opportunities are things to look 

forward to this month. You are on your way to achieving your goals 

that might help you with your financial stability, too. Since these new 

opportunities might bring in some more money, make sure to be wise in handling it. It 

may be less about saving and more about wiser investing.

Cancer (June 21 – July 22)

You are a social butterfly and this month, your social life is picking up 

major steam. Take this month to visit several cultural events and enjoy 

new forms of artistic expression. Going to these places will give you 

the opportunity to meet new people and expand your horizon as well. Aside from that, 

this will also be a form of self-discovery that can widen your interests.

Leo (July 23 – August 22)

January is the time for you to try out a new hobby or something to 

keep you busy. Escape any boredom by making a conscious effort. 

By doing such, you might be able to discover a new skill or interest 

that you can utilise in your career or business. Trying out something new will help you 

discover a world of opportunity, which, in turn, will reward you with new ideas.

Virgo (August 23 – September 22)

A lot of people say to leave the past behind and focus on what’s about 

to happen instead. However, it is also good to look back and reevaluate 

some of the things you have done in the past, especially if you planning 

on realising a bubbling idea in your head. With every step and decision that you will make, 

think about how it will impact your life before pushing through it.

Libra (September 23 – October 22)

You would have to make a really important decision soon but it is 

okay to take some time to think about it and weigh the options first. 

If you’re a bit hesitant of committing to your decision, there’s no need 

for haste. Whether it’s a decision that will affect your personal life, relationship, career or 

business, take all the time you need to go carefully over it.

Scorpio (October 23 – November 21)

One of the things people admire about you is your way of communicating. 

You have a way of enticing your friends in a conversation and people would 

usually run to you if they wat to have a good talk. You should certainly 

share your thoughts and feelings with other people. This can be used to your advantage when 

you want to make a career jump or seek other opportunities that might help you financially.

Sagittarius (November 22 – December 21)

If you are having a hard time dealing with a relationship that has 

grown toxic over time, it is time to reevaluate and rediscover your 

self-worth. It is best to leave situations that are doing nothing good 

for you and transfer somewhere where you can grow and be happy. Spend some time 

with friends, catch up with your family, or do something commendable in your job so that 

you will learn how to get back up on your feet again.

 

Capricorn (December 22 – January 19)

Don’t be afraid to make decisions that will help you in your career. 

If you are hesitant of looking for a new job or following your true 

passion, have faith in your skills and capabilities and everything 

will fall into place. Do not waste any more moments trying to do what other people 

are expected out of you and simply follow your dreams. This is the perfect time for 

you to embark on the journey that will lead you to a great future.

Aquarius (January 20 – February 18)

Now is the time to let go of past heartaches, regrets, or conflicts. This 

time of the year is the best time for you to make amends for something 

you did or someone else did to you in the past. It is necessary for you to 

do such since holding on to something that has happened in the past will hinder you from 

growing and developing for the future. If you feel the need to clear the air, do it now.

Pisces (February 19 – March 20)

Never forget to connect with your family and friends, especially 

those you have not seen in a while. A visit or a call is all it takes to 

reconnect with old friends and spend some meaningful time with 

them. Don’t be afraid to reach out to your people and find out how they’re feeling.
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We take immense pride and great pleasure in extending
our sincerest congratulations and best wishes to

 His Highness Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

and Their Highnesses Members of the Supreme Council and Rulers of the UAE

and to all the people of the UAE

His Highness Sheikh

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

His Highness Sheikh

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the UAE

On the occasion of the 47th National Day

INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL BANK OF CHINA
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SOLUTIONS
FOR THE DECEMBER ISSUE

www.alberichcrosswords.com

www.dailysudoku.com

easy medium

PUZZLES
ACROSS
1  Best resort in area? Could be this one (7)
5  Writer daily eats quiche – that’s oddly ignored (7)
9  Board needs agreement (5)
10  Chap carrying gas around wants small units weighing 

very little (9)
11  Largely unpleasant person (9)
12  Tennis player needs time, not day of birth (5)
13  Country air Joan Baez played when not old (10)
14  Conclusions from Torquemada (4)
16  Prince needs a drink on return (4)
18  A biologist barely seen outside Alabama (10)
23  Assassin in Japan? That covers it (5)
24  Brought before head for objectionable behaviour? (9)
26  Awful bull about Jack needing a month first to 

acquire capital (9)
27  Section of church retains independence (5)
28  Dancing lesson around November (7)
29  He is permitted to entertain soldiers (7)

DOWN
1  A crop producing fruit (5)
2  French art seen in well-trodden Italian city (7)
3  Childish creatures from Latin America (3-5)
4  Brought up matters involving new member (7)
5  Composition about the ending of Haydn 

“Farewell” (7)
6  Anecdotes leading from illness (6)
7  Discipline shown by children (7)
8  Hardy’s touching story (9)
13  Associate developed new medicine (9)
15  Money goes around at one card game (8)
17  Joan wants a bedcover (7)
19  Regular publications from university breaking 

records (7)
20  Outshine riding coach (7)
21  Make list of enmities, missing name out (7)
22  Husband raises an outcry (6)
25  Officer’s dispatched a bouquet (5)

PUZZLES
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We take immense pride and great pleasure in extending
our sincerest congratulations and best wishes to

 His Highness Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

and Their Highnesses Members of the Supreme Council and Rulers of the UAE

and to all the people of the UAE

His Highness Sheikh

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

His Highness Sheikh

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the UAE

On the occasion of the 47th National Day
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IKEA wishes UAE a happy National Day!
ايكیا تھنئ دولةاإلمارات بیومھا الوطني.
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