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On the occasion of 48th National Day

We take immense pride and great pleasure in extending
our sincerest congratulation and best wishes to

His Highness Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

and Their Highnesses Members of the Supreme Council and Rulers of the UAE
and to all the people of the UAE

His Highness Sheikh

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Vice President, Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai

His Highness Sheikh

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the UAE



EDITOR’S NOTE

We’re nearly at the end of one of the most eventful years in the UAE in this 

century, and we’re also on the cusp of a year that promises a great leap forward. In 

less than twelve months from now, our country will host World Expo 2020 Dubai. 

This six-month event begins in October 2020 and ends in April 2021. Hence,  a 

rising confidence amongst businesses as the global event is expected to leave its 

positive impact on the UAE economy for years to come.

It’s not only the scale of the event that will bring us economic benefits. What has 

made the UAE so resilient and dynamic are the leadership’s vision and innovative 

measures as well as the extremely high degree of security and stability in the 

country. These factors have created a fertile ground on which economic activities 

thrive. Our cover story this month explores how key sectors stand to benefit from 

the stimulus provided by a huge international event.

Another feature brings you a roundup of all the extraordinary things that took 

place in the UAE in 2019, such as the first spaceflight of an Emirati astronaut; the 

historic visit of Pope Francis, Head of the Catholic Church, to the Arabian Peninsula; 

the discovery of new hydrocarbon reserves; the launch of the Ministry of 

Possibilities; amongst many other milestones, showing the scientific, social, and 

economic progress of the nation.

Giving a nod to our men and women in uniform, 999 also presents a feature on 

the security forces working according to the strategic directives of the UAE Ministry 

of Interior. On behalf of the entire Ministry, His Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, began the year by 

receiving the Mohammed bin Rashid Government Excellence Award, now in its fifth 

edition. And the long list of the Ministry’s achievements this year goes on, including 

the significant accomplishment of making the UAE on top of the global ranking in 

terms of the high feeling of safety and security of residents even at night. 

The excellence of the country’s police forces is clear not only on the awards 

stage and in surveys but also in the results of their daily operations. A feature on the 

major drug busts in 2019 gives us a glimpse of the results achieved by collaboration 

between UAE law enforcement agencies and authorities elsewhere. The UAE got 

the Best Operational Field Intelligence Cooperation Award on the Arab, Regional 

and International Level, given by the 33rd Arab Conference of Heads of 

Anti-Narcotics Agencies in November 2019. This was the fourth year that the 

country has won this award.

The security net extends everywhere in the country, because the government 

is as keen to curb offences committed by individuals as by organised gangs. In 

this issue, 999 carries an article on the pitfalls of insulting/threatening someone 

online or by any other digital means. Also, we have details of the road safety 

campaign by Abu Dhabi Police that will continue well until 2020, weeding out 

motorists’ unlawful behaviours.

And our feature on ‘The Year That Was’ takes you through all the informative 

and relevant cover stories carried in 999, all with the aim of making your life safer 

and more secure. Stay with us and meet us again through this magazine in 2020.

A very special year

What has made 
the UAE so 
resilient and 
dynamic are 

the leadership’s 
vision and 
innovative 

measures as well 
as the extremely 
high degree of 
security and 

stability in the 
country
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NEWSNEWS

UAE re-elects Khalifa as President for 4th term

President issues decree to form 40-seat Federal National Council

THE UAE Supreme Council has re-
elected President His Highness Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan as 
President of the UAE for a fourth 
five-year term.

The Council expressed its deep 
confidence in the wise leadership of the 
President, praying that His Highness 
would continue to lead the entire nation, 
to strengthen the pillars of the Union and 
its prosperity, and to fulfill the aspirations 

PRESIDENT His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan issued Federal Decree No. 
122 of 2019 that calls for the formation of 
members of the Federal National Council 
(FNC) for the 17th legislative Chapter.

The 17th legislative Chapter of the FNC 
shall be composed of 40 members 
representing all emirates of the country, with 20 
women constituting 50 per cent of the total 
members, as per the decree.

Further, 40 members of the FNC must be 
elected and the government shall appoint the 
remaining 20.

The decree includes the names of the 
members of the Federal National Council 
2019 as follows:

Abu Dhabi: Saqr Ghubash Saeed Al 
Marri, Dr Ali Rashid Abdullah Al Nuaimi, 
Hawwa’ Saeed Salim Al Dhahaak Al 

of its honourable people.
His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan was first elected 
President on November 3, 2004 
following the demise of the late 
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, 
the founding father of the UAE.

His Highness led the country 
towards its much-celebrated 
prosperity that the citizens across all 
segments of society enjoy today.

President mourns death of Sultan bin Zayed Al Nahyan
the UAE’s founding father, and held the post 
of Deputy Prime Minister. Later on, Sheikh 
Sultan bin Zayed Al Nahyan was appointed 
the President’s Representative – a post he held 
until his death. 

Tributes poured in from the rulers of the 
emirates who conveyed heartfelt 
condolences to His Highness Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan. 

Their Highnesses described the death of 
Sheikh Sultan bin Zayed Al Nahyan as a loss 
of UAE’s most loyal man. 

Sheikh Sultan bin Zayed Al Nahyan was 
laid to rest in Abu Dhabi last November 20.

At the directives of the 
Ministry of Presidential 
Affairs, the nation 
observed an official 
mourning period of three 
days with the flag flown 
at half-mast, while 
regular radio 
programming was 
replaced with classical 

music or the Holy Qu’ran recitations.
Sheikh Sultan bin Zayed Al Nahyan was 

born in Al Ain in 1955 as the second son of 
the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, 

PRESIDENT His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan mourns the death of his 
brother Sheikh Sultan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
who passed away last month, November.

Mansouri, Khalfan Rashid Al Nayli Al Shamsi, 
Suhail Nukhairah Suhail Al Affari, Moaza 
Mohammed Saeed Al Amri, Mira Sultan 
Nasser Mohammed Al Suwaidi and Naema 
Abdul Rahman Mohammed Al Mansouri

Dubai: Osama Ahmad Abdullah Al Sha’far, 
Hamad Ahmad Sultan Al Rahoumi, Jameela 
Ahmed Mohammed bin Omair Al Muhairi, 
Sarah Mohammed Amin Filknaz, Dr Tariq 
Humaid Mohammed Mattar Al Tayer, Dirar 
Humaid Abdullah Humaid Belhoul, Aysha 
Mohammed Saeed Al Mulla, and Mariam 
Majed Khalfan bin Thania

Sharjah: Humaid Ali Al Abbar Al Shamsi, 
Shaza Saeed Ali Al Naqbi, Aysha Reda 
Hussain Al  Bayraq, Obaid Khalfan Obaid Al 
Ghoul, Adnan Hamad Mohammed Al 
Hammadi, and Kifah Mohammed Nasser Al 
Shahsi Al Zaabi

Ras Al Khaimah: Ahmed Abdullah 
Mohammed Al Shihhi, Saeed Rashid Abdullah 
Al Abdi, Sumaiya Abdullah Salim bin Hareb Al 
Suwaidi, Naema Abdullah Saeed Al Sharhan, 
Dr Nidal Mohammed bin Shirbak Al Tunaiji, 
and Yousef Abdullah Batran Al Shihhi

Ajman: Ahmad Hamad Abu Shihab Al 
Suwaidi, Afra’a Bakhit Saif bin Hindi Al Olayli, 
Marwan Obaid Ali Muhairi, and Hind Humaid 
bin Hindi Al Olayli

Umm Al Quwain: Aysha Rahid Sultan 
Leteem Al Ali, Athra Hassan Humaid bin 
Rakkad, Ali Jassim Ahmed Jassim Al Ali, and 
Mohammed Issa Obaid Al Kashef

Fujairah: Dr Sheikha Obaid Khaleef Al 
Tunaiji, Sabreen Hasan Saeed Al Yamahi; 
Mohammed Ahmad Mohammed Ahmed Al 
Yamahi, and Nasser Mohammed Humaid 
Khamis Al Yamahi
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HIS Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of 
the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, condoled with 
President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan on the death of Sheikh Sultan bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, the President’s Representative.

On Twitter, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Rashid offered sincerest sympathy to His 
Highness Sheikh Khalifa, and the bereaved Al 
Nahyan family.  

“We express our deepest condolences to the 
people of the UAE and Al Nahyan family over 
the death of Sheikh Sultan bin Zayed,” His 

UAE Cabinet approves policy against domestic violence

VP, Abu Dhabi Crown Prince launch national branding project

THE UAE Cabinet chaired by His Highness 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE 
and Ruler of Dubai, approved the Family 
Protection Policy that includes mechanisms for 

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the 
UAE and Ruler of Dubai, and His Highness Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of 
Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of 
the UAE Armed Forces, launched a project to craft 
a national brand logo that would narrate the 
country’s inspirational success stories to the world. 

Their Highnesses believe that this project 
embodies the historical, cultural, humanitarian 
and economic aspects and values of the people 
of the UAE.

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
announced details of this new project on Twitter: 
“We will form a team of 49 Emirati artists, seven 

Mohammed bin Rashid condoles with President on brother’s death
Highness said on Twitter.

As a tribute to the 
significant contribution of 
Sheikh Sultan bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, His 
Highness said: “The late 
Sheikh Zayed’s sons 
have left timeless marks 
on the country - they 
were the partners in 
founding this country. 
May God bless his soul and grant him mercy 
and paradise. May God grant the people of 

W
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protecting women, children, as well as the 
elderly and people of determination from any 
type of violence and abuse. 

The Family Protection Policy will regulate the 
work procedures and mechanisms of related 

institutions in the UAE. 
It aims to make a 
unified framework in 
this regard.

The policy also 
includes mechanisms 
for protection and 
intervention, 
development of 
legislation and laws, 
as well as prevention 
and raising community 

awareness about domestic violence. It will also 
set standards for the training of staff working in 
the field as well as studies, research and 
statistics.

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
underscored the UAE Government’s primary 
focus on strengthening social ties and the 
family fabric to achieve greater unity and 
cohesion.

A number of initiatives will be launched as 
part of the policy, especially the establishment 
of a unified database linking institutions 
dealing with family protection at the federal 
level, introducing university disciplines that 
centre on family protection, and setting up a 
standardised system for reporting and receiving 
complaints at the federal level. 

from each emirate, to design the 
UAE’s new nation brand logo, before 
the end of this year, to share our story 
with the world. A new identity to mark 
the beginning of a new decade.”

The team of 49 Emirati artists 
includes painters, sculptors, 
calligraphers, authors, researchers, 
and graphic designers.

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed said the UAE presents an innovative 
success story and an inspiring transformational 
journey that transcends geographical boundaries.

“The UAE has emerged as a source of hope 
and inspiration to other people and governments 

on a global scale. The UAE nation brand will 
share its successful experience as a model of 
human progress that can benefit and inspire other 
societies on their journey to development and 
progress,” His Highness emphasised.

the UAE and his family the strength to endure 
and persevere.”

Security And Safety For All
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Mohamed bin Zayed, Pope Francis sign joint declaration on global health
Supreme Commander of the 
UAE Armed Forces, and His 
Holiness Pope Francis, Head 
of the Catholic Church, 
reaffirmed their cooperation 
towards the improvement of 
the health and wellbeing of 
communities in need, through 
the signing of the Joint 
Declaration on Global 
Health. 

This came just ahead of a 
global health summit entitled, 
“Reaching the Last Mile 

Forum”, which was hosted in Abu Dhabi.
The joint declaration, which was signed at the 

VP, Abu Dhabi Crown Prince inaugurate Dubai Airshow 2019
impressive array of 
displays. Squadron of 
state-of-the-art military 
aircrafts from the US, 
Russia, and France also 
conducted a dazzling 
aerial display.

His Highness Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan highlighted that 
the UAE’s aviation sector has accomplished 
significant milestones and is a key driver of the 
national economy. In this regard, His Highness 
vowed UAE’s keen support in the aviation industry 

and strategic partnerships with advanced 
countries to raise the level of development of the 
sector and to build the capacities of Emirati 
human resources.

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of 
the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, and His Highness 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown 
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, 
inaugurated the five-day Dubai Airshow at Dubai 
World Central amidst bullish forecasts of a steady 
upswing in the region’s passenger traffic and new 
aircraft demand.

Their Highnesses watched the aerial displays 
organised following the opening of the global 
exhibition, where the National Aerobatic Team, 
Al Fursan, welcomed the event participants by an 

Mohamed bin Zayed paid last respects to Sultan bin Zayed
Forces, paid final respects to Sheikh Sultan bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan at Al Bateen Cemetery in 
Abu Dhabi, where the latter’s remains were 
laid to rest on November 20. 

Along with the rulers from all emirates and 
many other dignitaries, His Highness Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan attended the 
funeral at Sheikh Sultan bin Zayed the First 
Mosque after Dhuhur (noon) prayers. 

In the wake of the announcement of his 
brother’s passing, His Highness Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan took to Twitter 
to pay tribute to Sheikh Sultan bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, whom His Highness described as one 
of the country’s national figures. 

Reminiscing the early days of the 

establishment of the Union, His Highness the 
Abu Dhabi Crown Prince highlighted that 
Sheikh Sultan bin Zayed Al Nahyan worked 
hand in hand with the UAE’s founding father, 
the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, in 
serving the people.

His Highness penned, “Today I lost my 
brother and friend, one of the most loyal and 
respectful persons in the country, and one of its 
national figures, he worked with the late Sheikh 
Zayed, may God bless his soul, in establishing 
the Union and serving its people.”

His Highness prayed to Allah the Almighty, 
“May God bless the soul of Sheikh Sultan bin 
Zayed, and grant him paradise, and all the 
strength to endure and persevere.”

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and 
Deputy Supreme Commander of the Armed 
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Sea Palace, aims to forge joint initiatives to bolster 
health programmes for the world’s most vulnerable 
communities. It sets out the right of all people, no 
matter their background, to live a dignified and 
healthy life.

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
emphasised, “Disease is one of the most formidable 
barriers to prosperity. Access to healthcare and the 
prevention and treatment of disease serve as 
pathways to lift people out of poverty.”

At the signing, His Highness Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed was represented by HE Mohamed 
Mubarak Al Mazrouei, Undersecretary of Crown 
Prince Court of Abu Dhabi; and Pope Francis was 
represented by Archbishop Francisco Montecillo 
Padilla, Apostolic Nuncio to the UAE.

The signing of the Joint Declaration on Global Health, in the presence of 
HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi 
and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces. HE Mohamed 
Mubarak Al Mazrouei, Undersecretary of Crown Prince Court of Abu Dhabi 
(R) and Archbishop Francisco Montecillo Padilla, Apostolic Nuncio to the 
UAE (L), signed the Declaration on behalf of HH Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan and Pope Francis, Head of the Catholic Church.

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy 
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Saif bin Zayed mourns death of brother Sultan bin Zayed

Interior Minister attends Interfaith Summit in Vatican, meets Pope Francis

Saif bin Zayed underlines common ground in protecting child dignity

HIS Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of the Interior, met His 
Holiness Pope Francis, Head of the 
Catholic Church, on the sidelines of the 
Interfaith Summit in Vatican.

In a private audience in the presence of 
His Eminence Dr Ahmad el-Tayeb, Grand 
Imam of Al Azhar Al Sharif, His Highness 
Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan met 
Pope Francis.

The Summit was held last November 14 

HIS Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior, mourns the death of 
Sheikh Sultan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the 
President’s Representative.

His Highness Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan drove the ambulance carrying the 
remains of Sheikh Sultan bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan to the funeral at the Sheikh Sultan 
bin Zayed The First Mosque in Al Bateen, 
Abu Dhabi for the afternoon prayers.

His Highness Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al 

under the theme “Promoting 
Digital Child Dignity from 
Concept to Action (2017-
2019). 

His Highness and 
accompanying delegates 
toured Vatican’s historical 
landmarks, notably the 
Vatican Library and the 
Vatican Museums, which 
house the finest collections of monuments, 
paintings, historical objects, manuscripts, 

HIS Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior, delivered a keynote 
speech at the Vatican, as part of the global 
interfaith conference on “Promoting Digital 
Child Dignity from Concept to Action (2017-
2019)”, which was held in the presence of 

Nahyan penned a tribute to the 
departed national figure, who 
accompanied and assisted the UAE 
founding father, the late Sheikh Zayed 
bin Sultan Al Nahyan, during the early 
days of the establishment of the Union.

Written in Arabic on Twitter, His Highness 
Sheikh Saif bin Zayed quoted a verse from 
the Holy Qu’ran that read: “Oh you 
comforting soul, return to Allah, so that you 
may enter into my servants, and enter into 
my garden, and have mercy on you.”Tw
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His Holiness Pope Francis, 
Head of the Catholic Church, 
and His Eminence Dr Ahmad 
el-Tayyeb, Grand Imam of Al 
Azhar Al Sharif.

In the joint ecumenical 
meeting on the protection of 
children in the digital world, 
which was organised under the 
patronage of His Highness 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu 
Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the UAE Armed 

Forces, His Highness Sheikh Saif bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan highlighted the significance of 
the pontiff’s recent visit to the UAE. 

“The people of the UAE welcomed His 
Holiness Pope Francis with joy and 
happiness last February during his landmark 
historical visit to the UAE, the first to the 

region, to an Arab and Muslim country that 
diligently endeavours to foster peaceful 
coexistence, and spread tolerance and 
love,” His Highness said.

The Interior Minister emphasised that 
nations must find common ground that would 
bind them amidst differences in cultures and 
faith; and that respect for life and dignity of 
children must find its way into the centre of 
diversity and rapidly growing digital world. 
“What unites us as believers is far greater 
than what divides us. All religious 
denominations around the world condemn 
evil and call for cooperation, good deeds, 
and respect for life.”

“The growing sexual exploitation and 
abuse of children globally has become a 
particular source of concern for the future of 
humanity. It is an unethical and harmful issue 
that goes against any religious and moral 
value system,” His Highness added. 

and artefacts. His Highness also visited 
the St Peter’s Basilica.

W
AM

HH Lt General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of the Interior (centre-left); His 
Holiness Pope Francis (centre-right); and His Eminence Dr 
Ahmad el-Tayeb, Grand Imam of Al Azhar Al Sharif (centre), 
during a private audience at the Vatican
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MoI honours police depts for achieving quality standards
quality standards are: the General Directorate of 
Relations and Protocol (standard of quality, 
environment, and occupational health and 
safety); the General Directorate of Human 
Resources (standard of quality, environment, 
occupational health and safety, standard of 
selection and appointment, standard of human 
resources planning, standard of incentivisation 
management, standard of education 
management, standard of training management, 
and risk management standard);  the General 
Directorate of Financial and Auxiliary Services 
(standard of quality, environment, occupational 
health and safety, governance management 
system, assets and property management 
system, and risk management system); the 
General Directorate of Central Operations 
(standard of quality, environment, and 
occupational health and safety); the General 
Directorate of the Ministry Affairs (standard of 
quality management system); the General 
Directorate of Legal Affairs (standard of quality 
management system); the General Directorate of 
Electronic and Communications Services 
(standard of quality, environment, occupational 
health and safety and risk management system); 
the Police  College (standard of quality, 
environment, and occupational health and 
safety); and the Ministry of Interior Innovation 
Centre (standard of innovation management).

NEWSNEWS

999 Magazine participates in police events 

Badran, Chairman of the 999 Magazine 
Development Committee; Colonel Awadh Saleh 
Al Kindi, Editor-in-Chief of 999 Magazine and 
Member of the Committee for the Development of 
999 Magazine; and the editorial team which, 
he said, always enlightens their readers about the 
comprehensive vision of the Ministry of Interior 
and of the wise leadership.

WITHIN the framework of state celebrations to 
mark the International Day for Tolerance, the 
Ministry of Interior (MoI) participated in the 
National Festival for Tolerance and Human 
Brotherhood, held at the Umm Al Emarat Park in 
Abu Dhabi. 

999 Magazine participated in this festival 
within the Ministry of Interior pavilion. Free copies 
of its Arabic and English publications, Children 
999 magazine, the supplement Mogtamaa Al 
Shurta (Police Community,) and other national 
and awareness-raising publications were 
distributed.

The participation of 999 Magazine in the 
festival was within the framework of MoI’s 
objective to spread the culture of tolerance which 
is a fundamental element of a secure nation. 

999 Magazine also participated in a 
symposium organised by the Media and Public 

Relations Department at 
Sharjah Police, under the title 
‘Impact of the Media and 
Security Media on Changing 
the Behaviour of the 
Members of Society’. The 
event was held at the 
Sharjah International Book 
Fair 2019, in the presence 
of Khaled Al Dhanhani as 
representative of the 
magazine. 

At the conclusion of the symposium, Brigadier 
Aref Hassan Hudaib, Director of the Media and 
Public Relations Department at Sharjah Police, 
honoured 999 Magazine for its role in 
promoting community awareness.

Brigadier Hudaib praised those in charge of 
the magazine, including HE Khalil Dawood 

LT General Saif Abdullah Al Sha’far, 
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Interior (MoI), 
honoured police departments affiliated to the 
Ministry that have achieved and maintained 
compliance with quality standards. 

The awarding was part of the event 
organised by the Quality Department at the 
General Directorate of Strategy and 
Performance Development at the MoI to mark 
World Quality Day.

Colonel Dr Rashed Al Dhakhri, Deputy 
Director General of Strategy and Performance 
Development, stressed that institutions and 
organisations under the MoI must dedicate every 
effort to maintain the best local and international 
specifications and standards. 

The police departments awarded are as 
follows: Sharjah Police (occupational 
environment, health and safety in the UAE); Ras 
Al Khaimah Police (quality management system); 
Ajman Police (occupational environment, health 
and safety in the UAE, the business continuity 
management standard, innovation management 
standard, handling customer complaints 
standard, property asset management standard, 
training management standard, risk 
management standard, and governance 
management standard); Fujairah Police 
(standard for quality management system); and 
Umm Al Quwain Police (standard for quality 
management system). 

The General Directorates that have achieved 

Khaled Al Dhanhani, representative of 999 Magazine (L), and 
Brigadier Aref Hassan Hudaib, Director of the Media and Public 
Relations Department at Sharjah Police (R)
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Abu Dhabi Police organise ‘Barza Tolerance’

Abu Dhabi Police conclude anti-corruption campaign

Al Kaabi meets global award winners

THE Human Resources Sector at Abu Dhabi 
Police organised ‘Barza Tolerance’ in Abu 
Dhabi city, Al Ain and Al Dhafra, in 
cooperation with the Abu Dhabi Crown 
Prince Court (CPC) and within the 
framework of the International Tolerance 
Week for 2019. 

The ‘Barza Tolerance’ event was held at 
Majlis Al Mushrif in Abu Dhabi under the 
theme ‘Principles and Values of Tolerance 
and their Influence on the Individual and 
Society’. 

The event was attended by Major 
General Staff Pilot Faris Khalaf Al 
Mazrouei, Commander-in-Chief of Abu 
Dhabi Police; Dr Mugheer Khamis Al 
Khaiili, Chairman of the Department of 
Community Development – Abu Dhabi; 
Major General Maktoum Ali Al Sharifi, 
Director General of Abu Dhabi Police; and 
directors of Abu Dhabi Police sectors.

The event in Abu Dhabi was led by 
media personality Hussein Al Ameri and Dr 
Khalifa Jum’a Al Mutawi, Head of the 

combating corruption and increasing 
social stability and security.

Colonel Matar Mu’ded Al Muhairi, 
Head of the Anti-Corruption Department at 
Abu Dhabi Police, explained that this 
campaign aimed to achieve solidarity in 
all segments of society to entrench the 

Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior, valuing their support and 
encouragement to Fujairah Police. 

Library, Translation, and Publication Section 
at the Zayed House for Islamic Culture. 

In Al Ain, the ‘Barza Tolerance’ event, 
which was led by media personality Salem 
Al Jahhushi, invited Dr Muhammad bin 
Muslim bin Hamm Al Ameri, a former 
member of the Federal National council, as 
speaker. Al Ameri underscored the example 
of the founding father, the late Sheikh 
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the 
embodiment of UAE tolerance, as well as 
the values of co-existence.

The session was attended by Brigadier 
Mohamed Saeed Al Kaabi, Director of the 
Selection and Recruitment Department, 
Colonel Muhammad Hamdan Al 
Mandhari, Deputy Director of the Al Ain 
Police Directorate for Administrative Affairs 
and Operations, and a number of officers. 

At the ‘Barza Tolerance’ event in the 
council of Zayed City in Al Dhafra, the 
session was led by media personality 
Abdullah bin Dafna, with Said Rassas Al 
Mansouri as speaker.

ABU Dhabi Police concluded their 
awareness-raising campaign under the 
slogan ‘They Honour Your Trust’, which 
addressed numerous institutions, 
organisations, and local departments. The 
campaign was part of the police force’s 
strategy to engage the community in 

Award for Highway Safety. 
Al Kaabi expressed his 

pride in the feats achieved 
by the officers. He 
dedicated these 
accomplishments to His 
Highness Sheikh Hamad bin 
Mohammed Al Sharqi, 
Member of the Federal 
Supreme Council and Ruler 
of Fujairah; His Highness 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad bin 
Mohammed Al Sharqi, Crown Prince of 
Fujairah; and Lt General His Highness Saif bin 

MAJOR General Mohammed Ahmed bin 
Ghanim Al Kaabi, Commander-in-Chief of 
Fujairah Police, met the officers who won 
awards at of the International Association of 
Chiefs of Police (IACP) in Chicago, USA.

The winners included Lt Colonel Saeed 
Obaid Al Kindi, Deputy Director of the Criminal 
Investigation Department, who won the 
leadership award; Captain Maryam Darwish Al 
Hashimi, Head of the Quality Section, who won 
the award for the most influential leader under 
the age of 40; Captain Muhammad Hassan Al 
Basri from the Media and Public Relations 
Department who won the J Stannard Baker 

Major General Al Kaabi meets award winner officers

concept of professional integrity. 
As part of the campaign, members of 

society were informed of the risks of 
breaching the law and were urged to 
bolster the ethical concepts related to 
professional integrity in line with 
international standards.
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NEWSNEWS

with the Ministry of Education.
The project aims to spread the culture 

of dealing with emergencies, crises and 
disasters in cooperation with educational 
and societal institutions, engaging 
students, parents, and educational human 
resource personnel. 

Obaid Rashid Al Shamsi, General 

Al Nuaimi attends Jahez website launch
MAJOR General Sheikh Sultan bin 
Abdullah Al Nuaimi, Commander-in-
Chief of Ajman Police, attended the 
inauguration of the website of the Jahez 
Educational Institution Project, which 
was launched by the National 
Emergency, Crisis and Disaster 
Management Authority in cooperation 

Dhahi Khalfan reviews MoI innovation system
LT General Dhahi Khalfan Tamim, Deputy 
Chief of Police and General Security in 
Dubai, reviewed the innovation system in 
the MoI.

He gave instructions on creating 
innovation incubators at the level of the 
Ministry; these incubators would gather 
innovative ideas from people 
specialising in different fields.

The review took place in the course 
of a presentation by Lt  Colonel  
Muhammad Ismail Al Harmoudi, 
Director of the Innovation Centre at the 
Ministry of Interior.

Dhahi Khalfan’s review included the 
organisational structure and the various 
sections of the Centre; the operating 
mechanism of the suggestions systems; 

the method of converting them into 
creative ideas applicable at work; the 
method of registering intellectual 
property; and the method of supporting 
innovation projects already 
accomplished as well as new projects 
with pending completion.

The meeting was attended by 
Brigadier Ahmad Al Maq’oudi, Office 

Manager of the Deputy 
Chiff of Police and 
General Security; 
Brigadier Engineer 
Waleed Al Mannai, 
Director General of the 
Department of 
Development and 
Invention in the office; his 
deputy Colonel Marwan 
Nasser; Colonel Dr Rashid 
Al Dhakhri, Head of the 
Supreme National 
Committee for Prevention 
of Drugs; and Lt Col 
Mubarak Busamra, 
Director of the Centre for 
Security Information 
Analysis. 

Director of the National Emergency, 
Crisis and Disaster Management 
Authority, inaugurated the launching of 
the website which can be accessed by 
students, parents, and educational staff 
to learn about disaster management. The 
platform offers knowledge materials in 
both Arabic and English.

Sharjah Police launch anti-burglary campaign
The campaign came after a 

statistical analysis of Sharjah Police. 
Data revealed a high number of 
burglary cases resulted from 
negligence.

Brigadier Mohammed Rashid Bayat, 

SHARJAH Police have launched an 
awareness campaign on the protection 
of under-construction houses from 
burglary. The campaign was launched 
in cooperation with Sharjah 
Municipality, a strategic partner.

Director General of Police Operations 
at Sharjah Police, explained that this 
campaign emerged from the strategic 
plan of the Ministry of Interior on 
bolstering security and enhancing the 
feeling of safety of residents.
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Coordination, various police directorates, 
and departments of traffic and patrols. The 
exhibition opened at the Al Manar Mall in 
Ras Al Khaimah. 

Keeping the roads safer and reaching the 
national target on reducing road fatalities 

UAQ Police hold graduation ceremony for 4 specialised courses

Al Nuaimi opens traffic safety exhibition in Ras Al Khaimah
MAJOR General Ali Abdullah bin Alwan Al 
Nuaimi, Commander-in-Chief of Ras Al 
Khaimah Police, inaugurated an exhibition 
on traffic safety awareness, organised by 
the Ministry of Interior (MoI), as represented 
by the General Directorate of Traffic 

Al Marri presides over CID evaluation meeting
MAJOR General Abdullah Khalifa Al 
Marri, Commander-in-Chief of Dubai 
Police, evaluated the efforts made by 
the taskforces under the Criminal 
Investigation Department (CID). 

The review found that the taskforces’ 
operations led to a decrease in 
reported crime in the third quarter of 
2019 compared with the same period 
of 2018.

Al Marri presided over a meeting to 
evaluate the CID performance in the 
third quarter. This was was attended 
by Major General Expert  Khalil 
Ibrahim Al Mansouri, Assistant 
Commandant-in-Chief for Criminal 
Investigations Affairs; Major General 
Dr Ahmad Eid Al Mansouri, Director 
General of the Forensic Science and 
Criminology General Directorate; 
Brigadier Jamal Salem Al Jalaf, 
Director of the Criminal Investigation 
Department; and a number of directors 

of general departments, police centres, 
and subsidiary departments.

During the meeting Colonel Rashid 
Al Falasi, Director of Criminal Control 
at the Criminal Investigation 
Department, reviewed the results of 
measures taken to reach the goals on 
curbing crime rates, rapidly 

responding to crime reports, and the 
plans for assessing the performance of 
the CID and police centres.

Al Jalaf emphasised that the regular 
assessment carried out by Al Marri 
contributes to enhancing the efficiency 
and competence of staff and to solving 
work-related problems.

MAJOR General Sheikh Rashid bin Ahmed Al 
Mualla, Commander-in-Chief of Umm Al 
Quwain Police, attended the graduation 
ceremony for four specialised courses on topics 
related to training for and confronting acts of 
disturbance to preserve peace and order. 

This ceremony was attended by Brigadier 
Dr Muhammad bin Ghabesh, Acting 
Commander of the special security forces, 
and commanders of security units and a 
number of officers.

Al Mualla emphasised that the UAE remains 
an oasis of security and stability, thanks to the 
support and patronage given by its wise 
leadership to the police and security bodies. 

were part of the objective of the exhibition.
Al Nuaimi stressed that the MoI and 

police leaderships endeavoured to realise 
the vision of the UAE to be amongst the best 
countries in the world in the field of security 
and safety. 

Major General Al Mualla (3rd from L) attends graduation ceremony
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FACTS & FIGURES

1st
The feat of the UAE in combatting drugs and uncovering drug 

trafficking networks, having been awarded as the Best 

Operational Field Intelligence Cooperation Award on the Arab, 

Regional, and International Level by the 33rd Arab Conference 

of Heads of Anti-Narcotics Agencies in November 2019.

4
Number of times that the UAE’s winning strategy to eliminate the 

scourge of drugs won the Best Operational Field Intelligence 

Cooperation Award on the Arab, Regional and International 

Level.  The award reflects the Ministry of Interior’s strategic 

regional and international cooperation with its counterparts 

across the globe.

25%
The drop in the crime rate in the UAE from 2014 to 2018, thanks 

to the concerted efforts between different local, federal and 

international entities, including the United Nations Office on 

Drugs and Crime, and engagement with communities, according 

to the Federal Criminal Police at the Ministry of Interior.

13th
The edition of the International Law Enforcement IP Crime 

Conference, which was attended by delegates of the Ministry of 

Interior in Cape Town, South Africa. The two-day conference 

brought together senior law enforcement officials, security and 

industry experts from around the world specialising in the fight 

against intellectual property crime.

8th
The edition of the meeting of the officers of the Smart Services 

and Artificial Intelligence Council at the Ministry of Interior. This 

regular session of officers aims to bolster relevant local and 

national policing strategies in the field of artificial intelligence 

and other modern technologies.

MoI signs MoU with South Korea on 

exchange of foreign driver’s licence 

MoI honoured for active participation in 

World Tolerance Summit

MoI rolls out Interfaith Alliance for 

Safer Communities roadshow

The Ministry of Interior recently signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with the South Korean National Police 
Agency on the exchange of driving licenses issued by the two 
countries. The signing of the MoU by Lt General Saif Abdullah 
Al Sha’far, Undersecretary of the Ministry of Interior, and Kwon 
Yongwoo, Ambassador of South Korea to the UAE, aims to 
ease the travel and stay of driving licence holders of the 
citizens of the two nations.

The Ministry of Interior (MoI), a strategic partner in the 2nd 
World Tolerance Summit (WTS), was honoured by HE Ohood 
bint Khalfan Al Roumi, Minister of State for Happiness and 
Wellbeing, for its active participation in the global exhibition. 
The MoI’s special pavilion garnered significant attention and 
turnout of visitors. HE Dr Hamad Al Shaikh Ahmad Al Shaibani, 
Managing Director of the International Institute for Tolerance 
and Chairman of Higher Organising Committee of WTS (R), 
presented the award to Brigadier Dr Salah Obeid Al Ghoul, 
Director General of Community Protection and Crime 
Prevention at the Ministry of Interior (L).

The International Affairs Office at the International 
Partnerships Department of the Ministry of Interior, in 
cooperation with the Interfaith Alliance for Safer 
Communities, organised the roadshow called, “Interfaith 
Tolerance March”. This was part of the MoI’s activities for the 
“Year of Tolerance”, and aims to instil and promote the values 
of tolerance, coexistence, and dialogue amongst members of 
the public, regardless of faith, language, or race.

BE IN THE LOOP
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On the occasion of 48th National Day

We take immense pride and great pleasure in extending
our sincerest congratulation and best wishes to

His Highness Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

and Their Highnesses Members of the Supreme Council and Rulers of the UAE
and to all the people of the UAE

His Highness Sheikh

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Vice President, Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai

His Highness Sheikh

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the UAE



NEWS

UAE NEWS BULLETIN
POLICE NEWS, PEOPLE, NUMBERS AND EVENTS

Figures released by Abu Dhabi Police in November 
showed that 111 violations had been registered during 
January-October 2019 against school bus drivers who 
failed to display the ‘Stop’ sign. The penalties for not 
displaying the ‘Stop’ sign on a school bus are Dhs500 and 
six black points.

ABU DHABI

111

 

AJMAN

Dhs37,000

8:58am

An Arab man who tried to sell fake currency through a 
social network was arrested. Police said that the 
accused tried to sell counterfeit US dollars at half their 
value on Facebook. An undercover CID team 
contacted the seller and agreed to buy $20,000 from 
him for Dhs37,000. The actual dollar-to-dirham 
conversion rate would bring the buying amount to 
some Dhs73,400. The man arrived at the rendezvous 
point with fake US dollars, and white papers in the 
shape and size of the $100 currency note. He was 
caught red-handed.

An African motorist who was reversing his car 
inadvertently stepped on the accelerator instead 
of the brakes, causing the car to hurtle forward 
and hit a child and her mother. The four-year-old 
girl died and the mother was injured in the 
accident, which occurred around 3:40pm in a 
school area in Jebel Ali. They were both caught 
between the vehicle and a parked car.

DUBAI

4-year-old

An Asian woman seated outside a park was killed in a 
freak accident. She was hit by a 4WD vehicle, with her 
own son in the driving seat. The 17-year-old 
unlicensed driver hit the accelerator instead of the 
brakes and ran over his mother. Emergency services 
got a call around 8:58am, and the woman was 
immediately taken to the hospital but didn’t survive. 
Family members said that the teenager was taking 
driving lessons. He was detained for interrogation.

SHARJAH

DECEMBER 201916 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL

Security And Safety For AllSecurity And Safety For All



RAS AL KHAIMAH

Two men who tried to snatch a worker’s mobile phone 
and wallet containing Dhs40, were pinned down by 
the victim and his colleagues. They were later tried, 
and sentenced to jail and deportation. The riding-in-
tandem was on a bicycle when they stopped the 
victim while he was walking to his labour camp. The 
two men asked for a light, and then shoved him and 
snatched his belongings. But the victim grabbed the 
bicycle and held on to it; he also screamed for help 
and his colleagues came running.

UMM AL QUWAIN

A warehouse raid in the Umm Al Thaub industrial area 
yielded 965 counterfeit bags and auto spare parts. The 
raid was conducted by inspectors of the Department of 
Economic Development in the emirate. The haul included 
600 women’s handbags, all copies of bags sold by 
international brands, and 10 cartons of fake auto spare 
parts and accessories.

965

Dhs40

 

FUJAIRAH A man who slapped a teenager as a 

way to discipline the latter was fined 

Dhs20,000 and given a one-month 

suspended jail term by the Fujairah 

Misdemeanour Court. The teenage 

male had committed an “indecent 

act”, said the defendant, adding that 

the teen intentionally forced open 

the door of a shopping mall toilet 

cubicle while the defendant was still 

inside. The defendant said that the 

boy saw that the door was locked, 

but still forced it open.

Some photos are for illustration purposes only

Dhs20,000 
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CONFIDENCE 
RISING

WITH THE ECONOMY OF THE UAE ON THE UPSWING, 999 LOOKS AT THE 
DIFFERENT SECTORS THAT WILL BE TURBO-CHARGED NEXT YEAR, WITH A 

BIG BOOST FROM THE SIX-MONTH WORLD EXPO 2020 DUBAI

BY INAYAT UR-RAHMAN & K. NIVIDITA
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The HSBC survey showed that 
83 per cent of UAE businesses 

expect sales growth over the next 
12 months, with at least 35 per cent 
looking to grow by 15 per cent or more

H
eading into 2020, there is much 

reason for optimism, especially 

as the UAE is set to host what is 

billed as the “the world’s greatest show”, 

the nearly six-month-long World Expo 

2020 Dubai.

This is the finding of the International 

Monetary Fund (IMF), which published 

a report in November 2019, stating that 

the economy is likely to pick up more 

momentum next year, helped by Expo 2020 

and the existing fiscal stimulus. The gross 

domestic product (GDP) of the country, it 

added, would grow by 2.5 per cent next 

year. The announcement came at the same 

time as an HSBC survey of more than 9,100 

companies in 35 countries and territories. 

The HSBC survey showed that 83 per cent 

of UAE businesses expect sales growth over 

the next 12 months, with at least 35 per cent 

looking to grow by 15 per cent or more.

These surveys speak volumes about the 

country. It salutes the wise leadership of 

the UAE; injects hope for a better future 

amongst people; and creates business 

confidence and investment optimism. 

Significantly, these numbers have positioned 

the UAE as a shining example to the rest of 

the world, where growth forecast, according 

to IMF, is 3.4 per cent for 2020.

How did the UAE achieve a turnaround 

in the global climate of volatile market? 

It could do so because the leaders 

thought out of the box. The country 

has traditionally been an oil-powered 

economy, but it has also promoted non-

oil trade, and thanks to its diversified 

economy, it could skyrocket faster. 

The IMF report has predicted that non-oil 

growth would surpass 1 per cent in 2019, 

and rise to 3 per cent in 2020 – the fastest 

since 2016.

IMPORTANT STEPS

According to HSBC, the UAE’s winning 

strategy to diversify its economy resulted 

in it coming up as an innovative hub for 

trade and commerce for both domestic 

and international entrepreneurs. Koshy 

Mathai, who led the IMF team, sees the 

country’s progress as a result of “a number 

of important steps” it has taken, such as 

reducing fees and penalties, and allowing 

100 per cent foreign ownership in certain 

sectors. The latter was amongst the greatest 

game-changers for the economy.

In June 2019, the 

UAE Cabinet, chaired 

by His Highness 

Sheikh Mohammed 

bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President 

and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler 

of Dubai, approved 100 per cent foreign 

ownership in 122 economic activities across 

13 sectors such as space, renewable energy, 

agriculture, and manufacturing. Investors 

were given the chance to acquire shares 

in the production of solar panels, power 

transformers, green technology and hybrid 

power plants, amongst others.

They could own enterprises in 

e-commerce transport, logistics, 

and cold storage for pharmaceutical 

products, hospitality and food services, 

information and communications, as well 

as professional, scientific, and technical 

activities, such as laboratories for research 

and development in biotechnology. 

Administrative services, support services, 

educational activities, healthcare, art and 

entertainment, and construction were 

opened for ownership by foreign investors. 

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 

Maktoum tweeted: “Our goal is to stimulate, 

activate and facilitate businesses. We 

want to open and expand new economic 

sectors. We want to attract new investors 

and new talents and enhance the global 

competitiveness of our national economy.”

Alongside, the UAE introduced a number 

Our goal is to 
stimulate, activate 

and facilitate businesses. 
We want to open and 

expand new 
economic 
sectors

HH SHEIKH MOHAMMED

BIN RASHID AL MAKTOUM
Vice President and Prime Minister

of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai
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Some 2,000 high-net-
worth individuals, 

each with more than
$1 million (Dhs3.67 million) 
in net assets, such as 
property, cash, equities 
and business interests, 
made their way to the UAE 
in 2018

of visa reforms to make the country 

attractive for expats, encouraging skilled 

and knowledge workers to pursue longer 

stints here. In November 2019, HH Sheikh 

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum took 

to Twitter once again to announce that 

2,500 intellectuals, scientists, and investors 

had been granted permanent residence in 

the UAE. “We celebrate the first group of 

scientists, researchers and investors who 

received the Golden Permanent Residence 

in the UAE. There are 2,500 of them. We 

welcome them. The UAE is a country of 

scientists and knowledge, and talented 

people and entrepreneurs of change,” said 

the tweet.

PERFECT SETTING

The success of the economy is a testimony 

to the grit that forms the DNA of the UAE. 

The country was once a vast expanse of 

desert, with fishing, seafaring, and the pearl-

diving industry being the main sources of 

revenue. The transformation took place with 

the discovery of oil in the mid-20th century. 

Then came the unification of 1971 under the 

late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, 

the founding father. Over the following 

decades, the country transformed into an 

oasis of achievements. The swanky cities, 

with safe public spaces, are home to 200 

nationalities, amongst them are some of the 

world’s top millionaires.

According to the AfrAsia Bank Global 

Wealth Migration Review, which studies 

global fortunes and wealth migration over 

the past 10 years, some 2,000 high-net-

worth individuals, each with more than 

$1 million (Dhs3.67 million) in net assets, 

such as property, cash, equities and 

business interests, made their way 

to the UAE in 2018. As a result, the 

country’s economy has received a 

strong investment boost.

Now, the UAE is racing ahead with 

more initiatives. Mathai, from the IMF, 

said, “Developing transparent, rules-

based fiscal frameworks can help 

ensure a balancing of objectives, 

and the mission welcomes the steps 

taken to enhance monetary and 

fiscal coordination.” 

THE NUMBERS

2.5 PER CENT
Estimated GDP growth in the UAE 
in 2020, according to the IMF

83 PER CENT
Segment of UAE businesses that 
expect sales growth over the next 
12 months, according to an HSBC 
survey

35 PER CENT 
Segment of UAE businesses 
looking to grow by 15 per cent 
or more, according to a recent 
HSBC survey

3.4 PER CENT
Estimated global growth forecast 
in 2020, according to the IMF

3 PER CENT 
The rise in non-oil growth in the 
UAE in 2020, according to the 
IMF

122
Economic activities across 13 
sectors in the UAE where 100 
per cent foreign ownership is 
approved
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GROWING 
SECTORS TO 
WATCH OUT 
FOR IN 2020
As the UAE makes strides, 999 has conducted its own research across industry 
sectors. Experts forecast an uptick trend, with lots of jobs and opportunities, 
as the country gears up for Expo 2020. The positives, these experts say, are 
brought about by the continuing growth of the UAE economy and the enormous 
promise with it. Here are the sectors that are looking up:

COVER STORY
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Since we are 
expecting millions 

of visitors to attend Expo 
2020, we will definitely 
get high international 
investment and spike in 
tourism, which will result 
in UAE’s robust 
growth in 
every sector

RIZWAN SAJAN
Chairman and Founder of Danube Group

There has been 
an increasing 

number of hotels across 
all emirates over the past 
five years. A mega-event 
like a World Expo does not 
only create new 
jobs, but also 
supports the 
existing job 
market

IFTIKHAR HAMDANI
Cluster General Manager at

Ramada Hotel & Suites Ajman

PROPERTY

HOSPITALITY

Rizwan Sajan, Chairman and Founder 

of the conglomerate Danube Group, says 

that the property and real estate sector has 

been able to retain double-digit growth 

for their property business this year and 

they expect the numbers to soar even 

higher next year. “Expo 2020 is expected 

to provide a significant boost to the sector. 

Additionally, lucrative incentives, innovative 

payment plans and freebees are tempting 

Iftikhar Hamdani, Cluster General Manager 

at Ramada Hotel & Suites Ajman, is bullish 

about the coming year. “With Expo 2020, the 

UAE is expecting to welcome and host 25 

million visitors during the six-month event. 

Thus, there is a positive forecast not just in 

occupancy, but also in revenue,” he says. 

Hamdani adds that job opportunities in 

the hospitality sector have continuously 

been increasing since the global event 

was announced in 2013. “There has been 

an increasing number of hotels across all 

emirates over the past five years. A mega-

event like a World Expo does not only create 

new jobs, but also supports the existing job 

market,” he says, explaining which qualities 

would be most in demand: “There will 

always be a standard skill set for hospitality 

professionals, especially those who are in 

the front-of-house teams including cordiality, 

perseverance, and the ability to communicate 

well with the guests, especially in different 

languages.”

With the increasing number of millennial 

and Gen Z travellers, a hotelier’s adaptability 

to ever-evolving trends in tech and tourism 

will also be an advantage. “Expo 2020 opens 

investors and tenants to own a home in the 

country,” he tells 999.

Sajan adds that there are going to be 

lots of job opportunities across sectors 

such as tourism, hospitality, construction, 

and real estate during the global event. 

“Expo 2020 intends to contribute to new 

business generation, GDP growth and 

job creation across the region to support 

a sustainable, resilient and diversified 

economy. Since we are expecting millions 

of visitors to attend Expo 2020, we will 

definitely get high international investment 

and spike in tourism, which will result 

in UAE’s robust growth in every sector. 

Hence, such a massive event will definitely 

boost the economy,” he tells 999.

REASONS FOR OPTIMISM

• With numerous infrastructure projects, 

retail spaces, and attractions emerging in 

Dubai, the sales of residential units are on 

the upswing.

• The country has a well-regulated market 

controlled by robust laws. Dubai Freehold 

Property is open to any investor of any 

nationality. Developers and projects are 

registered, certified, and approved by the 

Government of Dubai.

• Abu Dhabi and Dubai are ranked amongst 

the happiest and safest cities in the world; 

they were ranked high by the Safe Cities 

Index 2019. When the environment is safe, 

expect more people to live and invest and 

contribute to a booming market. 

doors to different business opportunities, 

not just during the six-month period, but also 

through the events leading to and following it. 

The announcement in 2013 did put the UAE 

on the map of top-rated travel destinations 

in the world, and we have to keep up this 

momentum and ensure that all the progress 

that we’ve made will be sustained after this 

global event,” says Hamdani.

REASONS FOR OPTIMISM

• MICE (meetings, incentives, conferences, 

exhibitions) business will boom. 

• The demand for food & beverage will 

spike due to the millions of visitors in 

the UAE.

• There will be rapid increase in average 

room rate and revenue per available room 

due to demand outstripping supply.
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Currently, the 
healthcare sector in 

the UAE is growing at an 
average rate of 7.4 per cent 
each year and is expected 
to grow by an overall 9 per 
cent by 2022

DR AZAD MOOPEN
Founder Chairman and Managing Director, 

Aster DM Healthcare

HEALTHCARE

Dr Azad Moopen, Founder Chairman and 

Managing Director, Aster DM Healthcare, 

says that 2019 has been an incredible 

year for the healthcare industry, which 

has grown to new heights as a result of 

both investment in innovation and the 

government’s efforts to support the industry. 

He underscores the UAE’s road to Vision 

2021, with the aim of delivering world-class 

healthcare while ensuring an increase in the 

supply of nurses and physicians to meet the 

population’s demand.

“Technology is a key factor that is currently 

impacting all areas of the healthcare 

industry. It has benefited patients, 

doctors and us, the healthcare suppliers. 

Technology has allowed our doctors to 

connect with patients easily, giving them 

access to information about the patient and 

communicating with them without having to 

meet them physically. Artificial Intelligence, 

robotics and 3D genome mapping are some 

great examples of how technology has 

positively impacted healthcare by increasing 

efficiency and improving the quality of care 

provided,” says Dr Moopen.

The Aster Innovation Centre is an example 

of how technology is driving growth in 

healthcare, with the introduction of innovative 

solutions for home healthcare, development 

of research in digital health, informatics and 

medicine. “I believe the most relevant and 

much-needed skill set in the sector would be 

a strong knowledge of healthcare technology 

both in terms of understanding the use of 

technology and adapting it to suit different 

purposes. Healthcare suppliers also need to 

train their staff to understand how to integrate 

technology into their current work,” says Dr 

Moopen. 

Looking at the numbers, he says, 

“Currently, the healthcare sector in the UAE 

is growing at an average rate of 7.4 per 

cent each year and is expected to grow by 

an overall 9 per cent by 2022. This growth 

is the reflection of the public and private 

sectors working hand-in-hand to achieve the 

country’s national vision of providing world-

class healthcare to all.”

REASONS FOR OPTIMISM

• The Dubai Health Authority aims to cater 

to half-a-million patients per year, with a 

12 per cent year-on-year rise in patient 

numbers. This will boost the economy by 

around $700 million (Dhs2.57 billion) by 

next year. 

• Expo 2020 encourages visitors from 

around the world to experience first-hand 

the growth and future plans in various 

sectors, including healthcare. “Such a 

global platform allows the Dubai Health 

Authority, as well as healthcare players 

to raise awareness of the Emirates as a 

leading healthcare hub by showcasing the 

quality and scope of services provided,” 

says Dr Moopen. 

With the UAE 
economy backed 

by economic stimulus and 
liberal visa reforms, we 
have started receiving 
a higher number of new 
business enquiries for our 
fully-furnished 
business
centres

ALAN JAMES GAMMON
General Manager, Star Business Centre

CO-WORKING 
SPACES

Alan James Gammon, General Manager, 

Star Business Centre, part of the Samana 

Group of Companies, a UAE-based 

diversified business conglomerate, says that 

ready-to-use independent and co-working 

spaces are gearing up to capitalise on 

Expo 2020. “There will be an estimated 25 

million visitors. We are looking at 5 per cent 

growth in this industry in 2020. With the UAE 

economy backed by economic stimulus and 

liberal visa reforms, we have started receiving 

a higher number of new business enquiries 

for our fully-furnished business centres at 

Business Bay and DMCC,” he says.

REASONS FOR OPTIMISM

• Samana Group currently houses 300 fully 

working spaces in its four Star Business 

Centres, with 70 per cent occupancy 

and over 50 full-time employees. “In 

2020, we are targeting to fill these by 

100 per cent, with 30-50 new employees. 

So, that’s double-digit growth, helped 

by mega-events in the UAE, following 

developments and the government’s 

economic stimulus,” says Gammon. 
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EDUCATION

Harjesh Singh Kaushal, Director of 

Finance and Business Development, 

MENA Region, for Global Indian 

International School Dubai, says 

that the UAE is the most developed 

education market in the GCC region, 

with a wide presence of private 

international institutions. 

He adds that the K-12 (kindergarten 

to 12th standard) sector has grown at 

approximately 3 per cent rate in both 

emirates in the past three years. “We 

expect a similar growth in the near future. 

With the UAE government launching 

attractive economic stimulus packages, 

we could see growth rates similar 

to Abu Dhabi and Dubai in the other 

emirates,” says Kaushal. “We anticipate 

strong growth opportunities in the mid-

market schools. Parents are increasingly 

becoming more value-conscious and 

demand high standards,” he adds.

REASONS FOR OPTIMISM 

• There are around 51,000 teachers in 

private and 21,000 teachers in public 

schools in the UAE, according to the 

Ministry of Education. This number will 

continue to grow at the rate of 3 per cent 

annually, which is in line with the growth 

forecast for the UAE’s student population. 

• With the demand for international 

schools growing, the same as the 

international scenario, qualified and 

experienced teachers will be in high 

demand.

• K-12 education will benefit from job 

creation and growth in other sectors 

such as retail, hospitality, construction, 

and logistics.

K-12 (kindergarten 
to 12th standard) 

sector has grown at 
approximately 3 per cent 

rate in both 
Abu Dhabi and 
Dubai in the 
past three 
years

HARJESH SINGH KAUSHAL
Director of Finance and Business Development, 

MENA Region, for Global Indian International 
School Dubai

BROKERAGE
Roberto D’Ambrosio, Chief Executive 

Officer, Axiory Global Ltd, a global Forex 

Brokers with an office in the Business Bay, 

Dubai, says that the sector is transitioning 

towards its maturity phase. “Traders and 

investors are becoming more sophisticated, 

requiring excellent level of service and 

continuous quality support. Compliance and 

Know Your Customer (KYC) checks have 

created a demand for technology and people 

with specific education and skills,” he says. 

D’Ambrosio adds that, on the retail side, 

traders need proper education to face the 

market appropriately and make informed 

decisions in managing their wealth. “The 

access to most of such content will open 

to the general public, as we believe that 

if traders and investors evolve in their 

knowledge and become savvier, it will 

positively impact the market in general and 

ultimately all industry participants,” he says. 

Risk management, he adds, has become 

a pillar of sustainable growth. “Other areas 

that require specific skill sets are the 

technology-related processes (servers, 

trading platform, liquidity management) 

and sales and support teams, where 

specific communication and empathy 

skill set are a must. All these roles will 

Both retail and 
professional 

traders and investors’ 
businesses are expected 
to grow in 2020, as the 
brokerage sector becomes 
more secure following 

the stringent 
regulation and 
the advances in 
technology

ROBERTO D’AMBROSIO
Chief Executive Officer, Axiory Global Ltd

need specific, well targeted, constantly 

delivered training,” he says.

REASONS FOR OPTIMISM

• “Both retail and professional traders and 

investors’ businesses are expected to 

grow in 2020, as the brokerage sector 

becomes more secure following the 

stringent regulation and the advances in 

technology,” according to D’Ambrosio.

• Foreign exchange transactions are at a 

record high and liquidity is abundant. 

• Expo 2020 has created a unique occasion 

for firms to showcase their offering and 

approach to the market. “Other events will, 

of course, be industry-specific expos and 

events, which are becoming frequent and 

very well organised in the UAE. Participation 

in such events is essential for market 

growth,” says D’Ambrosio, explaining that, 

“These events will allow us to get in touch 

with our potential clients and partners and 

communicate with them, showing why our 

firm could be their preferred partner.”
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COLUMN

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

A 
few days ago, I participated in a council entitled, 

“Community and Voluntary Work”, at Majlis Al Mushrif 

in Abu Dhabi. This was one of the councils organised 

by the General Directorate of Abu Dhabi Police, in cooperation 

with the Crown Prince Court in Abu Dhabi. It was the first 

women’s council, which increased my keenness to participate 

in order to acquire knowledge and add 

value to it as much as I can.

The culture of volunteerism in the UAE 

emanates from the principles of our 

forefathers who taught us to give service to 

the Union, serve humankind, and offer a 

helping hand to those in need without 

waiting for something in return. When the 

UAE was established, its leaders did not 

expect anything but independence and 

unity. This was the initiative of the late 

Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the 

UAE founding father, as well as Rashid bin 

Saeed, until they achieved this unity that 

everyone continues to enjoy and cherish.

Our society needs to review the work 

and roles of public benefit organisations, 

which totalled more than 230 associations. We should ensure that 

they achieve the directions and objectives of the UAE. Several of 

these associations are effective and their services make a 

significant contribution to society.

Discussing voluntary work in the UAE is crucial, especially as it 

provides institutions with human resources to organise their 

activities and manage their major projects. Besides, it raises the 

sense of responsibility amongst individuals and prepares them to 

work during crises and disasters and on other occasions without 

VOLUNTEER SANS
EXPECTATION

Maysa Rashed Ghadeer is a 
prominent UAE writer interested in 

local affairs and a former member of 
the Federal National Council (FNC)

the expectation of any financial reward. In foreign countries and 

even in some parts of the Arab World, you’ll find a culture of 

volunteerism with a high level of awareness and professionalism.

These societies recognise the importance of volunteering at all 

levels. Through this, people can acquire new skills and build 

human relationships outside the field in which they work. 

Volunteerism also elevates people’s 

sense of responsibility and gives them 

the ability to move out to wider horizons 

in the community and in other assisted 

communities such as Red Crescent.

The UAE is awaiting, a year from 

now, the biggest and most important 

event attracting the attention of the 

world – World Expo 2020 Dubai, which 

would last for six months and during 

which the UAE would receive 

delegations and visitors from across 

the globe. One of these events needs 

30,000 volunteers; it has so far 

attracted 12,000 UAE-based 

volunteers, who will be assigned to 

contribute to the organisation and 

management of the upcoming global event.

Participation in volunteer work is achieved neither by 

increasing the number of associations of public benefit nor by the 

digital platforms that include the names of volunteers, though this 

database is necessary. Far more important is to raise awareness 

on volunteering and to instil this culture in young people. This can 

be achieved by setting regulations that will introduce employees 

to volunteering and organising other initiatives to consolidate the 

UAE’s position as a leader in doing good.

More than the number of public service associations and digital
databases, we need a culture where people come forward to work
without waiting for something in return

The culture of 
volunteerism in 
the UAE emanates 
from the principles 
of our forefathers 
who taught us to 
give service to 
the Union, serve 
humankind, and 
offer a helping hand 
to those in need
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NATIONAL DAY SPECIAL

ON THE OCCASION OF THE 48TH NATIONAL DAY, 999 REVISITS 
THE LANDMARK ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE COUNTRY THIS 

YEAR AS WELL AS THE TRICKLE-DOWN EFFECT OF THESE 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS TO ALL SEGMENTS OF SOCIETY

BY ROOPA RAVEENDRAN-MENON

UAE
MILESTONES

IN 2019 
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UNITY IN DIVERSITY
This year has set some marvelous 

precedents in the area of cultural cohesion 

in the UAE. The most notable amongst 

these is the visit of His Holiness Pope 

Francis, Head of the Catholic Church, who 

was the first sitting pontiff to have arrived 

in the Arabian Peninsula. 

Coinciding with the ‘Year of Tolerance’, 

the visit marked the UAE as a country 

that consistently strives to be a role 

model for co-existence and brotherhood 

and a meeting point of different 

civilisations and cultures. During his 

three-day visit, Pope Francis discussed 

I
n the 21st century, the UAE 

has become the centre of 

innovation and development 

within the Arab region. It has remained 

on a steady path of scientific progress, 

economic prosperity, and social harmony. 

The year 2019, declared the ‘Year of 

Tolerance’, has once again put this nation 

in the driving seat both regionally and 

globally, as the country accomplished a 

number of firsts this year – 999 revisits 

those landmark achievements.

NATIONAL DAY SPECIAL

with UAE leaders the need for enhancing 

cooperation and dialogue to achieve 

stability across the world. 

During his discussions with the Muslim 

Council of Elders, the pontiff pointed 

out the presence of various cultures 

in the UAE and the openness of the 

country to dialogue. The papal mass 

during his three-day visit recorded 

the largest assembly of Christians 

in the Arab Peninsula to date – he 

addressed around 150,000 people from 

approximately 100 different countries at 

Zayed Sports City Stadium. The prayers 

during mass were read out in various 

languages, showing the diversity of the 

faithful and pilgrims present. 

Pope Francis’ visit received high praise 

from UAE residents like Neil Bie, a Filipino 

journalist who covered the historic event. 

He told 999 that it was a reminder of 

the UAE’s tolerant and inclusive culture. 

“It accentuates the UAE government’s 

proactive measures in planning policies and 

initiatives that boost cultural understanding 

and offer opportunities equally and without 

prejudice.” He added, “It is this peaceful 

and harmonious existence that makes the 

UAE residents call the UAE their ‘home 

away from home.’”

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler 
of Dubai, and HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy 
Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, receiving Pope Francis, Head of the Catholic Church, at 
the Presidential Palace in Abu Dhabi
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INNOVATION IS EVERYWHERE 
The UAE is one of the few countries that 

leads the way when it comes to innovation 

and technology. This is inextricably linked 

to the country’s overall vision. From 2010 

onwards, the government has rolled out 

a range of innovation-focused initiatives. 

Amongst them is the UAE Vision 2021, 

which has set specific goals to accelerate 

the country’s transformation into an 

economic centre that endorses innovation, 

research, and development.

Also, the UAE’s visionary leadership 

has supported innovation in a number of 

ways by applying it in nearly every field: 

health care, transportation, education, 

infrastructure etc. 

In 2019, the UAE recorded a new, 

significant milestone by launching the 

Ministry of Possibilities, with HH Sheikh 

Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime 

Minister and Minister of Interior, taking 

the helm. This is the world’s first virtual 

ministry to employ design-thinking and 

experimentation to cultivate proactive 

and disruptive solutions, converging 

federal and local government teams 

and the private sector. This department 

aims to tackle seemingly impossible 

challenges through innovative models 

and working methods to improve the 

quality of people’s life. What makes this 

department unique is that no specific 

minister will have this portfolio; rather, it 

will be collectively managed by the UAE 

Cabinet members. 

The Ministry of Possibilities is not the 

only ground-breaking move in the arena 

of innovation and technology. In 2019, the 

country has adopted a decision to engage 

the UAE Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR) 

Ambassador – this is the first of its kind 

in the world. The objective behind this 

is to strengthen the UAE’s position as a 

global centre for futuristic technology and 

innovative partnerships. The Ambassador’s 

role is to spearhead new global partnerships 

on behalf of the UAE government.

Asked what the newly-formed ministry 

could mean for her, Jessa Banri, a 

Bangladeshi infotech professional in 

Sharjah, said that this country, with its 

pioneering initiatives, was the perfect 

platform to create and showcase people’s 

innovative talent. “There are very few 

countries like the UAE, which constantly 

pursues innovation and empowers its 

residents by providing them access to 

the latest technologies and solutions. 

At every stage across every sector, the 

country seeks innovative and talented 

individuals who can contribute to the 

creative spirit of the UAE,” said Banri.

His Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, during the second meeting of the lead team of the 
Department of Behavioral Rewards at the Ministry of Possibilities 
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GETTING SMART ON ALL FRONTS 
Speaking about the cutting-edge 

technologies used by UAE police, the year 

2019 also saw the unveiling of the world’s 

first floating Smart Police Station (SPS). 

Launched at GITEX Technology Week 2019 

by His Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 

and Minister of Interior, the floating police 

station is slated to be operational in the first 

quarter of 2020. The World Island residents 

His Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, during the unveiling of the world’s first floating Smart 
Police Station (SPS)

Abu Dhabi Police Civil Defence has introduced in its fleet a pioneering fire-fighting robot called LUF 60

as well as seafarers are expected to benefit 

from its high-performance e-police services, 

which include the reporting of crimes, traffic 

cases, and other community services.

Brigadier Khalif Al Razooqi, Director of the 

Artificial Intelligence Department of Dubai 

Police, stated that this modern floating 

station would be functional 24 hours, 

seven days a week and it would offer 27 

vital services. The SPS is also expected to 

deliver 33 fully automated sub-services in 

six languages. Al Razooqi also mentioned 

that the main aim of SPS was to provide 

police services for everybody, and also to 

provide smart services.

Another milestone for the UAE police 

force was the Abu Dhabi Civil Defence’s 

new fire-fighting robot: LUF 60. Designed 

and constructed in Austria, this pioneering 

robot can climb stairs and ramps of 30 

degrees incline and also remove hurdles 

where necessary. With a 140-horsepower 

diesel engine, it can reach a speed of 

4.5kmph, make sharp turns, and project 

foam and water at extreme speed. The 

robot also uses an ‘atomised water jet’ 

to produce billions of tiny water droplets 

and project them towards the flames by 

dispersing 2,400 litres of water every 

minute at a distance of 60 metres. It can 

also switch to foam if needed and spray up 

to a distance of approximately 35 metres.

These impressive innovations are 

reassuring for citizens and residents. “In the 

UAE, the residents can take a deep breath 

and find relief in the fact that the UAE police 

are at their service round the clock to help 

them with any troubles or issues. Here, 

the police officials have invested in such 

cutting-edge technology that crime is almost 

always prevented before it takes place, and 

justice is always served,” said Danusha Khan, 

an Indian expat who has been living in Abu 

Dhabi with her entire family for almost 15 

years now, speaking to 999. 

NATIONAL DAY SPECIAL
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REACH FOR THE STARS 
The year 2019 will be forever etched 

in the history of the UAE and the rest 

NATURE’S HIDDEN TREASURES  
The UAE also took a huge leap as 

a global energy hub, thanks to the 

momentous discovery of natural resources. 

Abu Dhabi’s Supreme Petroleum Council 

(SPC) has recently announced a substantial 

rise in oil and gas reserves as well as new 

discoveries. These findings are slated to 

elevate the UAE to the sixth position in both 

global oil and gas reserves ranking.

The hydrocarbon reserves increased by 

around seven billion stock tank barrels 

(STB) of oil, the conventional gas stock 

rose by approximately 58 trillion standard 

cubic feet (TSCF), and unconventional gas 

reserve increased by around 160 TSCF. 

According to official reports, the UAE 

ranks as the third-largest oil producer in 

the Organisation of Petroleum Exporting 

Countries (OPEC) behind Saudi Arabia 

and Iraq. The country pumps around 

three million barrels per day that are 

produced mostly by the Abu Dhabi 

National Oil Company (ADNOC).

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed 

bin Zayed Al Nahyan commended 

ADNOC on its persistent efforts 

to further explore Abu Dhabi’s huge 

hydrocarbon resources, resulting in the 

notable achievement of identifying bigger 

reserves. 

of the Arab World. This year marked 

the historic journey of the first Emirati 

astronaut Hazzaa Al Mansoori to the 

International Space Station, where he 

spent eight days conducting around 

16 experiments. With the successful 

completion of Al Mansoori’s mission, he 

became the first UAE national to go to 

space and the 562nd person to have 

visited space, while the UAE became the 

38th country to send someone to space. 

Additionally, this pioneering expedition 

also brought many firsts in the history of 

spaceflight, including the introduction 

of Emirati traditional clothing and food 

in space, and the first time an Arab 

astronaut visited and performed Muslim 

prayers in space.

Emiratis are rejoicing at this achievement, 

as it has paved a promising road ahead for 

aspiring astronauts. The UAE government 

has announced that Al Mansoori’s feat is 

just the beginning and there are proposals 

to create a culture of scientific endeavour 

by motivating the youth to pursue space 

science and technology.

This year marked the historic journey of the first Emirati astronaut Hazzaa Al Mansoori to the 
International Space Station
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HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed also 

underscored the oil giant’s ability to 

achieve its goals, despite the unpredictable 

energy markets. His Highness highlighted 

ADNOC’s ongoing transformation into a 

more performance-led and commercially-

driven organisation and emphasised on 

the fundamental role the oil major plays in 

facilitating the UAE’s economic ambitions. 

“This achievement underpins UAE’s role in 

ensuring the security of energy supplies to 

global customers,” His Highness said.

His Highness also said that the strategic 

and historic decision 

to list ADNOC’s Murban crude oil on an 

internationally recognised exchange would 

give the markets greater confidence and 

cement Abu Dhabi’s position as an essential 

energy provider to the world, particularly the 

fast-growing markets in Asia.

For Russian expat Tina Urek, working 

in Abu Dhabi for six years now, this 

new hydrocarbon discovery will “drive 

commercial opportunities in the country”. 

She said, “For UAE businesses and 

entrepreneurs, this was a crucial finding 

as it will open more doors in terms of 

job creation, strategic partnerships, and 

investments.”
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NATIONAL DAY SPECIAL

BRAND VISION
FOR THE UAE STORY

The year 2019 also marked the launch 

of the UAE’s project to craft a national 

brand logo to narrate the country’s 

inspirational success stories to the 

world. A team of 49 Emiratis – 

seven from each of the seven 

emirates – will unite to design 

the logo. HH Sheikh Mohammed 

bin Rashid Al Maktoum and HH 

Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 

Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi 

and Deputy Supreme Commander of 

the UAE Armed Forces, believe that this 

project embodies the historical, cultural, 

humanitarian and economic aspects and 

values of the UAE people.

Nation branding goes beyond a logo. It 

captures the essence of the UAE identity 

and position the country as a source of 

inspiration to communities across the 

world. It also aims to cement the UAE’s 

status on the global map as a catalyst for 

positive change that serves humanity and 

improves lives.

We all yearn to tell our stories. For 

UAE residents like Adeel Sharif, who 

has spent 12 years as a marketing 

professional in this country, said that 

the national brand logo initiative was a 

sign to find theirs. “It is an opportunity 

to identify our success stories – one 

that we can link to the UAE and how 

the country has played an important 

role in our respective lives and success 

narratives,” he said, urging expats to use 

this project to discover their own brand 

story and achieve more success.

THE CONTINUED
RISE OF UAE ECONOMY 

The diversified economy of the UAE 

has been steadily recording positive 

numbers. This feat was clearly evident 

when the Global Competitiveness Report 

2019, released by the World Economic 

Forum (WEF), ranked the UAE first in the 

Arab region and stood in the 25th place 

worldwide. The report, which evaluates 

the competitiveness landscape of around 

141 key economies, provides a unique 

insight into the drivers of growth. It also 

revealed that the UAE had jumped two 

positions since the last edition.

His Excellency Mohammad bin Abdullah 

Al Gergawi, Minister of Cabinet Affairs and 

The Future, and Chairman of the Federal 

Competitiveness and Statistics Authority 

(FCSA), applauded this accomplishment. 

He said they were pursuing the approach 

set out by President His Highness Sheikh 

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan and His 

Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 

Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime 

Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai. 

“Their vision is crystal clear,” said Al 

Gergawi. “It has always been to focus 

and channel all our efforts to enhance 

our performance in all competitiveness 

indicators, especially the ones linked 

with the UAE Centennial 2071 project. It 

is through modernisation and updating 

of legislation and streamlining of 

procedures as well as the adoption 

of innovation that we can move up on 

the scale of global competitiveness 

and convey the leadership’s vision and 

maintain development in competitiveness 

indicators.”

For expats like McCoy Boycott, a 

Londonderry man who has been working 

in the UAE for 10 years now, this is an 

encouraging news. It assures expats 

that the government is taking measures 

to build solid infrastructure, integrate 

new technologies into the system, and 

enhance the skill set of the current and 

future workforce, preparing them for the 

year ahead. He said, “It also signifies 

that there is much to look forward to in 

the future in terms of opportunities and 

benefits for the residents.”
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On the occasion of 48th National Day

We take immense pride and great pleasure in extending
our sincerest congratulation and best wishes to

His Highness Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

and Their Highnesses Members of the Supreme Council and Rulers of the UAE
and to all the people of the UAE

His Highness Sheikh

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Vice President, Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai

His Highness Sheikh

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the UAE



COLUMN

THANK YOU, TWITTER, FOR 
ACTING AGAINST FAKE NEWS

Ali Obaid is a veteran Emirati commentator and 
writer on local issues; he currently heads the News 

Centre at Dubai Media Incorporated

The social network’s decision on calling out misleading posts 
is on the same lines as the message of our wise leaders on 
safeguarding the credibility of the UAE

I
n the quest to limit or diminish the exchange of fake and 

misleading messages, the management of Twitter conducted a 

poll, through which it invited the public to share its opinion on the 

social network’s new policy against fake news.

Twitter sought the opinion of the public, according to its 

announcement, because of its keenness as an open service for its 

rules to reflect the voice of its users. The poll was based on its belief 

in the necessity of thinking from a global perspective. 

The social media platform also stated that it continuously strives to 

provide a context for the content that users view and interact with, 

utilising the platform to keep themselves informed about the world. 

Attempts to mislead and confuse people 

through fake news corrupts the soundness 

of conversations on Twitter posts.

But what are fake and misleading posts? 

Twitter defines fake and misleading posts as 

any photographs, video clips, or voice clips 

that were altered or contrived to a significant 

extent in a manner seeking to deceive others 

or to change their original meanings — such 

posts are also identified as “deep fake” or 

“shallow fake”. In this context, Twitter 

proposed ideas on how it would act upon 

monitoring fake posts, and if such a post 

were to be identified, the social network would: 

• Place a notice next to tweets that share fake and misleading 

media.

• Warn users before they share or like tweets that contain fake or 

misleading content. 

• Add a link, for example, to an article or Twitter moments, enabling 

users to read further on the reason for the belief of several 

sources that the content is fake or misleading.

• In case a tweet includes fake or misleading content that may 

endanger the physical safety of a particular person or lead to 

other heavy damages, Twitter shall remove that content.

Emphatically, the 
reputation of the 
UAE shall not be the 
material for all who 
wish to increase the 
number of followers

This is a timely initiative amidst this huge torrent of messages on 

social media. The posts on social networks are now the principal 

source of news and information for the majority of the people. These 

communication channels, however, have also become the easiest 

way to spread rumours and misleading messages. Many social 

network users do not ascertain the authenticity of what they see or 

read while resending or retweeting, which makes those messages 

destructive elements, militating against the interest of countries and 

their people, demolishing the accomplishments made through years 

of effort.

In the second directive of the message by His Highness Sheikh 

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice 

President and Prime Minister of the UAE and 

Ruler of Dubai, at the start of a new season 

of work and achievement in the UAE, the 

following was stated: “Corruption and chaos 

on the social media erodes the 

accomplishments which thousands of 

taskforces laboured strenuously to make. 

Emphatically, the reputation of the UAE shall 

not be the material for all who wish to 

increase the number of followers. One of our 

fundamental missions is to safeguard 48 

years of credibility and good reputation, 

which the UAE has built with the countries and nations of the world. 

Indeed, we will not allow a group of tweeters to tarnish the legacy of 

Zayed.”

To what extent does the initiative of Twitter converge with the 

statement of HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum? When 

a tweeter becomes an independent authority, issuing statements 

and instructions, directing people on what they should say and do, 

then the state forfeits its prestige and credibility. Its foundations 

would then become shaken and anarchy would spread. 

So, thank you, Twitter. Your initiative has touched a wound in both 

the mind and heart.

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior
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POLICING
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FORCES
OF GOOD
FORCES

OF GOOD
THE UAE POLICE FORCES ARE WORLD-CLASS ORGANISATIONS, AND OVER 
THE YEARS, THEY HAVE SET A BENCHMARK FOR OTHER COUNTRIES. HERE 

ARE THEIR REMARKABLE FEATS IN THE FIELD OF POLICING

BY ROOPA RAVEENDRAN-MENON

Security And Safety For All

37999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALLDECEMBER 2019



HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and 
Ruler of Dubai, presents the fifth edition of the Mohammed bin Rashid Government Excellence 
Award to HH Lt General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior, who received the Award on behalf of the Ministry of Interior

A 
country’s strength and a 

society’s well-being are 

largely determined by its 

policing practices. What makes the UAE 

police forces stand out is that alongside 

maintaining strict crime monitoring 24/7 and 

catching criminals with growing success, 

they also consistently focus on spreading 

awareness by launching community-centric 

initiatives and smart services. 

The year 2019 began on a winning 

note for the Ministry of Interior when 

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 

Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and 

Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of 

Dubai, presented the fifth edition of the 

Mohammed bin Rashid Government 

Excellence Award to the Ministry of Interior. 

It was received by His Highness Lt General 

Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy 

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior. 

The Mohammed bin Rashid Government 

Excellence Award comprises 25 award 

categories that take into consideration the 

diversity in the work nature of federal entities 

and achievements of the Sheikh Khalifa 

Government Excellence Programme’s goals 

and directions in all fields.

That was not all. This year, HH Sheikh 

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum also 

announced the UAE’s five best service 

centres in terms of their performance, 

wherein two of Ministry of Interior’s 

centres were selected amongst the top 

five – they were the Traffic and Licensing 

Centre in Ajman and the Wasit Police 

Station in Sharjah.

This was based on the evaluation process 

covering more than 600 service centres 

across the country.

RESIDENTS FEEL SAFE IN UAE

Based on a recent survey, the National 

Agenda Index 2018, conducted by UAE 

officials, it has been revealed that 96.1 per 

cent of people feel safe and secure in the 

country. According to Lt General Dhahi 

Khalfan Tamim, Deputy Chairman of Police 

and Public Security in Dubai, “The National 

Agenda Index was encouraging across the 

security and safety levels, which put the 

UAE at the top in several fields.” At a press 

conference, he revealed, “We come first, 

followed by Singapore, 94 per cent. The 

UAE’s policies and strategies were behind 

this achievement to make the country the 

safest in the world.”

Major General Dr Abdul Quddus Abdul 

Razzaq Al Obaidly, Assistant Commander-

in-Chief for Quality and Excellence, Dubai 

POLICING

The UAE’s policies 
and strategies were 

behind this achievement 
to make the 
country the 
safest in 
the world

LT GENERAL DHAHI

KHALFAN TAMIM
Deputy Chairman of Police and

Public Security in Dubai

A traffic officer from Abu Dhabi Police handing out traffic safety flyers to motorists
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Police, credited this achievement to the 

UAE’s visionary leadership. He said, “Our 

leaders have urged us to enhance people’s 

feeling of safety. Despite the sense of 

decline in safety across the world, the 

UAE has become a safe haven. Several 

security initiatives and projects have wholly 

supported this accomplishment.” 

Senior officials also highlighted that the 

average response time to emergencies put 

the UAE next to New York City.

Brigadier Hamad Ajlan Al Amimi, Director 

General of the Federal Criminal Police at 

the Ministry of Interior, underscored that the 

crime rate had also plummeted in the UAE, 

with the country being lowermost on the list 

in relation to abduction and homicide. He 

added, “The UAE also came foremost in the 

lowest rate of crimes related to murders, 

around 0.7 per cent, and kidnapping, approx 

0.8 per cent.”

These numbers are just one of the many 

highlights of the UAE police forces in 

2019. Now let us delve into some of their 

outstanding achievements, initiatives, and 

services this year.

UAE’S SAFEST CITIES IN THE WORLD

The feeling of safety amongst UAE 

residents, as found by the National Index, 

was corroborated by a global survey in 

2019, showing that Abu Dhabi topped the 

list of the safest places on earth. This was 

revealed by the consumer data driven 

website Numbeo in July 2019. The Capital 

had scored 89.39 points on a safety index 

to take the first place, outdoing some of 

the key cities in the world from a list of 

328. Dubai had the sixth place on the 

safety index, moving up five spots from the 

previous year.

Abu Dhabi had climbed in the Numbeo 

security index by 1.28 per cent, from 88.26 

points in the middle of 2018 to 89.39 points 

during the same period in 2019. Major 

General Staff Pilot Faris Khalaf Al Mazrouei, 

Commander-in-Chief of Abu Dhabi Police, 

said, “Abu Dhabi topping the list of the safest 

cities in the world for the third consecutive 

year – 2017, 2018, and 2019 – according 

to the mid-year index of the Numbeo 

website serves to highlight the nation’s 

achievements in the field of security and 

the values of tolerance shared by its more 

than 200 nationalities who live in security 

and safety.” He added that Abu Dhabi’s 

accomplishment was the outcome of the 

support of the UAE leadership.

Major General Al Mazrouei said that the 

top ranking achieved by the Capital in 

this aspect of policing saluted the hard 

work and dedication of the police general 

Our leaders have 
urged us to enhance 

people’s feeling of safety. 
Despite the sense of 
decline in safety across 
the world, the UAE has 
become a safe 
haven

MAJOR GENERAL DR ABDUL 

QUDDUS ABDUL RAZZAQ

AL OBAIDLY
Assistant Commander-in-Chief for Quality 

and Excellence, Dubai Police

The UAE also came 
foremost in the 

lowest rate of crimes 
related to murders, 
around 0.7 per cent, and 
kidnapping, approx 0.8 

per cent

BRIGADIER HAMAD AJLAN 

AL AMIMI
Director General of the Federal Criminal 

Police at the Ministry of Interior

Abu Dhabi topping 
the list of the safest 

cities in the world for the 
third consecutive year 
serves to highlight the 
nation’s achievements in 
the field of security and 
the values of 
tolerance 
shared by its 
more than 200 
nationalities

MAJOR GENERAL STAFF PILOT 

FARIS KHALAF AL MAZROUEI
Commander-in-Chief of Abu Dhabi Police

THE NUMBERS

1ST 
Ranking of Abu Dhabi in the list 
of the safest cities in the world, 
based on the consumer data 
driven website Numbeo in July 
2019

89.39 
Points scored by Abu Dhabi 
on safety index of the global 
survey conducted by Numbeo 

328
The number of cities outranked 
by Abu Dhabi in the list of 
world’s safest cities of Numbeo
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headquarters in the emirate. “We will 

continue adopting comprehensive strategies 

and initiatives, and offering quality services 

that will make the community happy and 

continue the country’s pioneering in global 

competitiveness indexes,” he said.

Before this, in March 2019, the global 

human resources consulting firm Mercer 

revealed its 21st annual Quality of Living 

Survey for 2019, and Abu Dhabi and Dubai 

also came out amongst the top cities. This 

survey measures the well-being of residents. 

HANDLING EMERGENCIES 

The campaign named ‘Give Way, Give 

Hope’ was one of the Ministry of Interior’s 

important awareness initiatives. Its main 

goals were to make drivers aware of 

the need to give way to emergency and 

police vehicles and how such an act could 

save many lives. During the course of the 

campaign, the police also shared a video on 

their social media pages, explaining diverse 

scenarios on the road. 

From July 2019, the penalty for not giving 

way to an emergency vehicle became a fine 

of Dhs3,000, up three times from the earlier 

Dhs1,000, with six black points and 30-day 

confiscation.

Major General Eng Mohammed Saif Al 

Zafeen, Chairman of the Federal Traffic 

Council and Assistant Commander-in-Chief 

POLICING

of Dubai Police, emphasised the urgency 

of creating a culture of giving way to 

emergency vehicles to increase the speed 

of response to accidents. “Every minute is 

precious for emergency and police vehicles, 

especially when there is an injured motorist 

or passenger,” he explained.

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

The General Directorate of Civil Defence 

at the Ministry of Interior launched the 

‘Outreach Plan 2019’, in cooperation with the 

Security Media Department. The initiative’s 

goal was to promote well-being in UAE 

society, preserve lives and properties, and 

intensify prevention and public safety efforts. 

The programme aimed to teach community 

members first-response techniques to 

handle fire outbreaks without putting 

themselves in danger, and also to train 

them in other prevention and public safety 

requirements stipulated by civil defence.

Abu Dhabi Police have been organising 

awareness workshops and posting videos 

and tips across social networks on safe 

driving practices. Along with that, people 

have been informed of more and more 

speed radars being installed. The result is 

impressive. Senior Abu Dhabi Police officials 

revealed in August 2019 that the number of 

road fatalities in the Capital dropped by 4.2 

per cent in 2018. 

Major Abdul Rahman Al Shamsi, Head of 

Traffic Engineering and Road Safety at Abu 

Dhabi Police, credited this achievement to 

the use of effective traffic control systems, 

which have lessened accidents and fatalities 

Every minute 
is precious for 

emergency and police 
vehicles, especially when 
there is an 
injured 
motorist or 
passenger

MAJOR GENERAL ENG 

MOHAMMED SAIF AL ZAFEEN
Chairman of the Federal Traffic Council and 

Assistant CommanderIn-Chief of Dubai Police

The Ministry of Interior rolled out the new fine for not giving way to emergency and police vehicles 
last July 1, 2019

The Command Control Centre in Abu Dhabi monitoring traffic violators through the Falcon Eye 
surveillance cameras

DECEMBER 201940 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL

Security And Safety For AllSecurity And Safety For All



between 2009 and 2018 by around 87 per 

cent. He added that the Traffic Safety Plan 

2016-2020, which aimed to reduce fatalities 

by 5.5 per cent per 100,000 inhabitants by 

2020, was proving to be a success.

SWIFT INTERVENTIONS

A fast and effective response to reports 

registered by residents is what makes any 

police force stand out. This is exactly what 

Sharjah Police’s pilot mobile station in Al 

Nahda strives to achieve. One of the key 

takeaways is that the Al Nahda area has 

not recorded any major crime since the 

launch months ago due to the speedy 

response of the police to all complaints. 

Lt Colonel Abdullah Salem Al Naqbi, 

Acting Director of the Wasit Police 

Station and Director of the Mobile Police 

Station in Al Nahda, said that traffic 

patrols had also been strengthened 

in the area to enhance security, with 

cameras being linked to the police 

operations room. A Crime Prevention 

Team regularly patrols in the area to 

crack down on lawbreakers, he added.

Major General Saif Al Zari Al Shamsi, 

Commander-in-Chief of Sharjah Police, 

stressed that the aim of this initiative 

was to prevent serious crimes, curb 

road fatalities, boost the sense of safety 

within neighbourhoods, and increase the 

reliability quotient of police services.

Some of the major cases dealt with by 

Al Nahda Mobile Police Station so far 

include seizure of six bicycles to carry out 

robberies; prevention of several burglaries; 

saving a five-year-old Asian boy who 

was left alone in the car by his mother, 

who had gone shopping; determining 

the cause of death of an Asian man in an 

under-construction building; detention of 

an African man who harassed women and 

tried to rob them on the street. Residents 

who need help can access this 24-hour 

mobile station of Sharjah Police under the 

‘Safe Neighbourhoods’ initiative by dialling 

0569995585.

SMART SOLUTIONS

This year marked the launch of some 

pioneering smart services and apps in the 

field of security. At industry-leading events 

such as IDEX 2019, the UAE introduced its 

latest intelligence programmes such as the 

‘Ghiath’ patrol, one of the most advanced 

police vehicles in the world. It is fortified 

with a series of surveillance cameras and 

Artificial Intelligence systems, including 

facial recognition technology. The aim is to 

support police work in both traffic control 

and crimefighting. 

The event also saw the unveiling of the 

‘Oyoon’ project, a hi-tech new surveillance 

programme that uses AI and data analytics 

to avert crime, lessen accidental traffic 

fatalities, and ensure speedy responses to 

any incidents in Dubai. The system includes 

automatic face recognition, which can 

help with arrests. There is a camera with a 

microphone that can “talk” to the public, as 

well as licence plate readers.

The year 2019 also saw the launch of 

the ‘Smart Companion’ initiative by the 

Ministry of Interior, in collaboration with 

Emirates Autism Society, to offer community 

safeguarding for people with autism. Such 

a thoughtful service indicated how UAE law 

enforcement is so seamlessly aligned with 

Sharjah Police’s pilot mobile station in Al Nahda is open 24 hours, under the Safe Neighbourhoods 
initiative

The ‘Ghiath’ patrol, an advanced police vehicle with a series of surveillance cameras and AI 
systems, including facial recognition technology
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Residents who 
need help can 

access this 24-hour 
mobile station of 
Sharjah Police under the 
‘Safe Neighbourhoods’ 
initiative by dialling 
0569995585
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the country’s commitment towards tolerance 

and creating an inclusive society. 

Smartphone Emergency Location 

Service (ELS) via GPS, in partnership 

with the Telecommunications Regulatory 

Authority as well as tech giants Google 

and Apple, was another leading-edge 

service initiated this year. This service is 

meant to provide very accurate and precise 

location information to first responders 

during an emergency. The location will be 

communicated when a smartphone user 

contacts the emergency number. 

Speaking about this service, Major General 

Abdullah Khalifa Al Marri, Commander-in-

Chief of Dubai Police, said, “Dubai Police 

have always been keen to be proactive 

in adopting the best technologies and 

modern systems that contribute to delivering 

better services to the public according 

to international standards. Our aim is to 

introduce and implement this service in the 

near future with the UAE’s police agencies 

under the umbrella of the Ministry of Interior, 

which will standardise the methodology of 

interaction with emergencies.”

INCENTIVISING SAFETY

Reducing the financial burden on traffic 

violators is a unique and effective tactic 

executed by the UAE police forces to 

achieve its social and humanitarian goals, 

alongside maintaining road safety.

This year, Abu Dhabi Police launched a 

unique initiative that allows the payment of 

traffic fines in instalments with zero interest 

rates for an entire year. This initiative is 

facilitated through five banks: First Abu 

Dhabi Bank, Abu Dhabi Commercial Bank, 

Mashreq, Abu Dhabi Islamic Bank, and 

Emirates Islamic Bank. All that the driver has 

to do is to pay his/her fines through a credit 

card issued by one of the above banks. The 

bank will not charge any interest and will 

convert the fine into instalments that can be 

paid over a period of one year.

In the same period, Dubai Police 

introduced their Traffic Fines Settlement 

initiative wherein Dubai motorists were 

rewarded for good road conduct after 

receiving fines with a discount of up to 

100 per cent, if they managed not to 

accrue any further penalties during an 

entire year. Discussing the goal behind 

this initiative, Major General Mohammad 

Saif Al Zafeen, Head of the Federal Traffic 

Council and Assistant Commander-in-

Chief for Operations at Dubai Police, said, 

“We intend to endorse a culture of traffic 

safety in the community. We believe 

this will help to achieve the strategic 

goals of the country’s traffic and patrol 

departments to decrease traffic-related 

accidents and fatalities.”

Colonel Juma Salim bin Suwaidan, Acting 

Director of Dubai Traffic Police, revealed 

that the results highlighted a decline in 

traffic accidents during February-August 

2019 compared to 2018. He added, “Dubai 

observed approximately 14 per cent decline 

in severe accidents and around 2 per cent 

decline in traffic fines registered during the 

initiative’s first six months, compared to the 

same period last year.”

Like Dubai, the emirate of Sharjah also 

announced that it would offer motorists up 

to 50 per cent off on their traffic fines. It 

was indicated that all fine settlements made 

before January 31, 2020, were eligible for 

this discount. The motorists could even 

get their black points cancelled. Sharjah 

Police officials stated that the aim was to 

encourage motorists to clear their debts. 

Abu Dhabi Police 
launched a unique 

initiative that allows the 
payment of traffic fines 
in instalments with zero 
interest rates for an entire 
year. This initiative is 
facilitated through five 
banks
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DRUGS

ANTI-NARCOTICS

DRUGSDRUGS
TOGETHER WE 
CAN DEFEAT
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WINNING A TOP AWARD FOR THE FOURTH YEAR, THE UAE 
HAS SHOWN WHAT IT TAKES TO CRUSH NARCOTICS RACKETS 

THROUGH GLOBAL COLLABORATION. 999 LOOKS BACK AT THE 
TOP DRUG BUSTS OF 2019

BY K NIVEDITA
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F
ighting the narcotics trade is an 

absolute priority for UAE law 

enforcement. Given the international 

nature of the crime, the authorities here 

have forged close ties with authorities 

in other countries. The result: the year 

2019 has witnessed the fall of several 

international drug cartels into the clutches 

of the UAE police forces.

These achievements stem from the 

prudent strategy of His Highness Lt General 

Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy 

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior. 

Being a formidable force, the UAE’s 

anti-narcotics operations were recently 

recognised with a major award.

Brigadier Saeed Abdullah bin Tuwair Al 

Suwaidi, Director General of the Federal 

Drug Control Administration at the Ministry 

of Interior (MoI) and Deputy Chairman of the 

UAE Anti-Narcotics Council, was greeted 

by thunderous applause as he went up to 

receive an award that had come after a 

long fight that isn’t over yet.

The Best Operational Field Intelligence 

Cooperation Award on the Arab, Regional 

and International Level was given by the 

33rd Arab Conference of Heads of Anti-

Narcotics Agencies in November 2019, in 

recognition of the UAE’s war on drugs and 

for uncovering drug trafficking networks. 

This was the fourth year that the UAE has 

Brigadier Saeed Abdullah bin Tuwair Al Suwaidi, Director General of the Federal Drug 

Control Administration at the Ministry of Interior and Deputy Chairman of the UAE Anti-

Narcotics Council (centre), receives the Best Operational Field Intelligence Cooperation 

Award on the Arab, Regional and International Level

won this award.

“The UAE’s winning of this award for 

the fourth time is a confirmation of the 

professionalism, the discipline, and the 

strategy pursued by the MoI with its Arab 

and international counterparts, in order to 

achieve common goals in eliminating the 

scourge of illegal drugs and fighting it by all 

means,” said Brigadier Al Suwaidi.

The award felicitated a little-known 

aspect of the fight against drugs – the 

MoI’s close cooperation with various 

control agencies in many countries across 

the world. For when you’re up against an 

enemy that’s dangerous, organised, and 

intelligent, you fight best as a team. The 

UAE’s decision to join hands with global 

authorities has strengthened efforts to 

curb the menace. 

Lt General Dhahi Khalfan Tamim, Deputy 

Chairman of Police and General Security 

in Dubai and Chairman of the UAE Federal 

Drug Control Council, lauded the UAE’s 

fourth win. “Cooperation between the 

regional and international police agencies 

and the strengthening of their partnerships 

contribute to the fight against crime, 

especially the global threat of drug cases,” 

he said. “We continue to work according 

to plans and methodology to achieve the 

strategic goals to make the UAE the safest 

spot on the global level,” he added.

The UAE’s winning 
of this award 

for the fourth time is 
a confirmation of the 
professionalism, the 
discipline, and the 
strategy pursued by the 
MoI with its Arab and 
international 
counterparts

BRIGADIER SAEED ABDULLAH 

BIN TUWAIR AL SUWAIDI
Director General of the Federal Drug Control 

Administration at the Ministry of Interior

ANTI-NARCOTICS

Cooperation 
between 

the regional and 
international police 
agencies and the 
strengthening of their 
partnerships contribute 
to the fight against crime, 
especially the global 
threat of drug cases
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In March 2019, the MoI and the authorities of an Asian 

country collaborated to eliminate a drug ring. This led to the 

arrest of two gang leaders, one of whom operated in the UAE. 

The crackdown began with an undercover agent from the 

MoI approaching the drug dealer in the UAE and striking up a 

deal to sell drugs. The information led to the head of the gang 

A successful anti-drug operation was spearheaded by the 

Abu Dhabi Police General Headquarters in March 2019. They 

seized a massive load of narcotics in an operation called ‘The 

Scorpion’ – around 40kg of crystal meth was seized from two 

Asian nationals, who kept them in an old vehicle parked in the 

Musaffah industrial area.

Colonel Taher Gharib Al Dhaheri, Director of the Anti-

Narcotics Directorate at Abu Dhabi Police, explained that the 

security operation led to the arrest of the suspects while they 

were peddling drugs in residential areas.

In June 2019, Abu Dhabi Police confiscated 423kg of heroin 

and crystal meth hidden in vehicle spare parts, as well as 

500,000 Captagon tablets, describing it as the largest anti-

drug operation in the UAE. During the operation, named ‘The 

Terrible Blow’, a dozen Asian nationals were arrested from 

different parts of the emirate, following months of surveillance 

and monitoring.

Colonel Al Dhaheri emphasised, “Abu Dhabi Police are keen 

to lay siege to drug cartels and all its tentacles that impinge 

on the resources and capacities of the country, and damage 

the security of society and its youth, the pillar of the homeland 

and its future.” He underlined that narcotics addiction could 

turn one from a natural person to one who would perpetrate 

numerous crimes. 

in the UAE. He was arrested with 10kg cocaine and a huge 

amount of cash. 

His partner in the Asian country threatened revenge, which led 

to the MoI’s department combatting drug-related crimes to set up 

a joint team with authorities in that country. With their combined 

forces, the gang leader fell into their net. They raided his hideout, 

arrested him, and confiscated 6kg of cocaine from him. He was 

flown into the UAE for legal proceedings.

Brigadier Al Suwaidi of the Federal Drug Control 

Administration emphasised that this operation was a clear 

message to those who still try to spread poison amongst the 

people. “The Ministry of Interior is determined, based on the 

directives of His Highness Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, to 

bolster its transnational and transcontinental coordination in 

paralysing the activities of those criminal gangs,” he said.

Al Suwaidi stressed, “Regardless of the multiplicity of the 

methods of those gangs and merchants of poison, and the 

diversity of their methods of communication, we shall remain 

vigilant in protecting society and in getting rid of all their illegal 

operations.”

The Ministry of Interior joined forces with authorities in an Asian country 
that resulted in the arrest of a gang leader

In the operation called “The Scorpion”, Abu Dhabi Police caught two 
Asian men red-handed with 40kg of crystal meth

Abu Dhabi Police’s largest anti-drug operation in the UAE called ‘The 
Terrible Blow’ in June 2019

DRUG BUST NO. 1

DRUG BUST NO. 2

DRUG BUST NO. 3
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A record-breaking drug bust of 268kg of heroin, 96kg of crystal 

meth, and 1kg of hashish with a total worth Dhs280 million, in 

May 2019, underscored the integrated task of police general 

headquarters. Named ‘Operation Stalker’, it was led by Dubai 

Police. Recounting the details, Major General Abdullah Khalifa 

Al Marri, Commander-in-Chief of Dubai Police, said, “The anti-

narcotics team in the operation coordinated with other authorities 

in combating drug smuggling. The participation of our Sharjah, 

Ajman, and Umm Al Quwain counterparts in the operation is 

laudable.” 

In this case, the authorities had been trying to crack a formidable 

gang. The 16 criminals were from two international drug rings 

that smuggled drugs in spare parts of cars via sea routes. Their 

mastermind, who worked as a cleaner, was coordinating with 

a drug dealer in his home country. They used state-of-the-art 

Various general police headquarters joined Dubai Police in the 
‘Operation Stalker’ that dismantled an international drug ring

DRUG BUST NO. 4
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technologies, codes, and an array of workshops and warehouses 

to run their smuggling racket. 

But, the police forces from across the emirates came together, 

pooled in their resources and ideas, and took the fightback to a 

successful conclusion.

In what was described as the culmination of concerted efforts 

between the UAE and several other nations, the UAE’s Federal 

Anti-Narcotics Department received information in February 2019 

from another country that a drug courier would be delivering 

drugs to an address in Dubai. The contraband would then be 

smuggled to a nearby country. 

During a joint meeting of the countries, law enforcement 

officials got hold of a recording of the suspect taking directions 

from a contact to smuggle 4kg of crystal meth. Three weeks later, 

the cops nabbed the drug courier in Dubai. It led to the arrest 

of other gang members in the neighbouring country, where the 

drug was originally headed. The trial of the drug courier began in 

September 2019.

DRUG BUST NO. 5

Narcotics and 
psychotropic 

substances have become 
one of the foremost 
problems facing many 
societies, whether at 

the level of 
prevention 

in the 
field or in 
treatment

MAJOR GENERAL EXPERT 

KHALIL IBRAHIM AL MANSOORI
Assistant Commander for Criminal Investigation 

Affairs, Dubai Police

ANTI-NARCOTICS

PRESSING PROBLEM

Major General Expert Khalil Ibrahim 

Al Mansoori, Assistant Commander for 

Criminal Investigation Affairs, Dubai Police, 

revealed that, “Narcotics and psychotropic 

substances have become one of the 

foremost problems facing many societies, 

whether at the level of prevention in the 

field or in treatment.”

Colonel Abdullah Al Khayyat, Manager of 

the Hemaya International Centre of Dubai 

Police, said that the age of information 

was also accompanied by issues of 

greater complexity. “The youth today 

have become the victims of international 

gangs that seek rapid gain and try by all 

means to reach our children. Hence, it 

is necessary to to reach out to the youth 

with innovative and new methods of 

awareness,” he said.
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THE NUMBERS

Dhs1.56 trn - Dhs2.4 trn
Estimated global market for drugs, according to Washington-based think tank 
Global Financial Integrity

450,000 
People who died in various countries from drug use, of which 167,750 were due to 
overdoses, as per a 2015 World Health Organisation report 

35 million 
People across the globe who suffered from the harmful effects of drugs, according 
to the latest World Drug Report of the UNODC, released in June 2019

53 million 
The number of opioid users across the globe, as per the latest World Drug Report 
of the UNODC

GLOBAL TENTACLES

To understand why global cooperation 

is necessary in the war against drugs, we 

must look at how the business of illegal 

narcotics is spread worldwide. According 

to the United Nations Office on Drugs 

and Crime (UNODC): “Drug trafficking 

is a global illicit trade involving the 

cultivation, manufacture, distribution, 

and sale of substances which are subject 

to drug prohibition laws.” 

So, an illegal substance may be grown 

or made in one country, processed or 

refined in another, and routed to yet 

another place for sale. The trafficking 

corridors are surrounded by drug 

rings as well as determined foot gang 

members and mules (carriers).

Washington-based think tank Global 

The findings of 
this year’s World 

Drug Report fill in and 
further complicate the 
global picture of drug 
challenges, 
underscoring 
the need 
for broader 
international 
cooperation 

YURY FEDOTOV
UNODC Executive Director

Financial Integrity has calculated in 2017 

that the market for drugs was between 

$426 billion (Dhs1.56 trillion) and $652 

billion (Dhs2.4 trillion). The human cost 

of the drug trade, as per a World Health 

Organisation report from 2015, is that 

around 450,000 people died in various 

countries from drug use, of which 

167,750 were due to overdoses. 

A UNODC study also said that 73.7 

metric tonnes of heroin were seized in 

2008 across the world, of which around 

39 per cent was in the Middle East and 

another region.

The latest World Drug Report of the 

UNODC, released in June 2019, said that 

an estimated 35 million people across 

the globe suffered from the harmful 

effects of drugs. Based on the data 

gathered by this study, the number of 

opioid users are now 53 million people, 

an increase of 56 per cent from the 

previous report. This is alarming due 

to other health concerns related to its 

abuse, including HIV and hepatitis C.

“The findings of this year’s World Drug 

Report fill in and further complicate 

the global picture of drug challenges, 

underscoring the need for broader 

international cooperation to advance 

balanced and integrated health and 

criminal justice responses to supply and 

demand,” said Yury Fedotov, UNODC 

Executive Director.
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HELP OUR DRUGBUSTERS
Tim Maycock is Director of Maycock Training

Ltd, an international consultancy firm
When all of us stand together with the UAE government in its 
fight against narcotics, the demand will dwindle and the supply 
chain will be broken 

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

D
rug trafficking is the scourge of the modern world. 

Look at crime in general, murder, serious physical and 

sexual assaults, theft and acquisitive crimes and many 

more. The list is endless and you’ll find more often than not that 

at the root of the issue lies drug abuse.

Our leaders believe that stability and security are the most 

important pillars of any development process in any country 

across the world.

A wonderful news told us in November that: “The Ministry of 

Interior was awarded the Best Operational Field Intelligence 

Cooperation Award on the Arab, regional and international level 

for the 4th time. The award, granted by the 

General Secretariat of the Council of Arab 

Interior Ministers, recognises the UAE’s 

efforts in the fight against illegal drugs and 

for uncovering drug trafficking networks.”

To win this award again is a real feather 

in the cap for our nation and demonstrates 

our determination not to be dragged down 

into the mire of narcotics.

Drugs have been around since time 

immemorial, maybe not in their 

contemporary guises such as ‘ice’ or 

‘spice,’ ‘crack’ or ‘smack’ to name but a 

few. However, we must introspect to nip the problem in the bud. 

It’s all about supply and demand. As long as the demand is 

there, the suppliers will meet it, and worse, they’ll find ways to 

increase demand, thus increasing supply and their gains.

Remove the demand, or at least, realistically, mitigate the 

demand, and the suppliers will be hit. 

The Ministry of 
Interior was awarded 
the Best Operational 
Field Intelligence 
Cooperation Award 
on the Arab, regional 
and international 
level for the 4th time

Easy? If it were so simple, then law enforcers all over the 

world would sleep a little easier at night. What’s required is a 

meaningful strategy conceived by experienced and 

knowledgeable professionals with realistic goals, energetic 

drivers, dedication, commitment, and many other essential and 

desirable qualities. But these professionals can’t succeed 

without the whole-hearted help and support from the community 

of which they are a key component and whom they serve. 

Many years ago, drugs were derived from the natural world 

around us, and still are, but with the scientific capabilities of the 

21st century, clandestine laboratories can turn out huge 

quantities of synthetic drugs, often many 

times more powerful than the ones they 

mimic.

Detecting, prosecuting, and destroying 

the trade of drug cartels are the ambition 

of many police forces worldwide. One 

nation can’t hope to combat this insidious 

issue alone. Thankfully, our enlightened 

leaders have put in place a robust and 

proactive strategy.

You might imagine that it translates as 

drug busts, car chases, airport searches, 

and so on. The way we, the communities, 

can contribute to this fight against narcotics is to work together, 

hand-in-hand with the authorities to root out the drug dealers, 

their suppliers, as well as educate and remove the demand.

We should be vigilant and report any suspicious activity. In big 

ways or small, we can together drive out the pushers and keep 

our nation clean.

COLUMN
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GET ONLINE 
LIKES THE 
RIGHT WAY

BY CARLA ROMERO

HURLING INSULTS OR VIOLATING PRIVACY THROUGH DIGITAL CHANNELS 
IS A CRIMINAL OFFENCE IN THE UAE. RECENT CASES REINFORCE THE 

COUNTRY’S STRICT STAND AGAINST THIS CYBERCRIME

Security And Safety For All
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INTERNET

Authorities advise 
everyone to 

remember that what 
passes for a squabble in 
the real world could carry 
grave consequences, 
when conducted on social 
media

A 
young woman in Abu Dhabi 

wanted to end her relationship 

with a young man, but he 

wouldn’t let go. Since both of them 

were active social media users, he went 

online to vent. He sent her a message 

on Snapchat, saying, “If you don’t go out 

with me, I will tell your mother.” He also 

threatened her that he had lewd pictures 

of her. In September 2019, the man found 

himself before the Abu Dhabi Criminal 

Court, facing possible jail time or a hefty 

fine, or both. He had been charged under 

the UAE anti-cybercrime law for threatening 

the woman in a way that was offensive to 

her honour.

The defendant’s lawyer told the court that 

the man didn’t mean the message he had 

sent, was not aware of the 

seriousness of his words, 

and was only venting 

his frustration in 

an informal 

way. 

“He did not think that his sentence could 

put him in jail and a trial at the criminal 

court,” the lawyer told the court.

This incident again proved that some 

people fail to understand the legal 

consequences when they post content, 

either images or text, online. The UAE 

legislation on cybercrime covers a range 

of offences, from posting photos in order 

to violate another’s privacy to sending 

electronic messages containing insults and 

swear words. If there’s a complaint, police 

action is immediate. Anyone convicted 

under this law could be penalised with 

lengthy prison terms and fines of up to 

Dhs3 million. Authorities advise everyone 

to remember that what passes for a 

squabble in the real world could carry 

grave consequences, when conducted on 

social media.

Communication has changed 

across the world in the past two 

decades. The age-old advice to “think 

before you speak” has always been 

violated rather than respected by every 

generation. But on the Internet, those 

words leave a digital trace and become 

more potent. 

It’s important to know what you can 

legally put out there, or you could land in 

hot water like the woman who had called 

her ex-husband’s second wife a derogatory 

name on Facebook in 2016 while she was 

living in another country. She didn’t know 

that there was a pending arrest warrant for 

her in the UAE and when she flew to Dubai 

in March 2019 to attend his ex-husband’s 

funeral, she was put in jail and fined for 

posting insults online. 

Speaking to 999, Fiona Robertson, Senior 

Counsel and Head of Media at Al Tamimi 

& Company, Dubai International Financial 

Centre, said, “All content must be in 

accordance with the print and publications 

law, which was first published in 1980 

and then expanded upon by an executive 

resolution in the 2000s. This law applies 

to all media, and how it is distributed, 

including online.”

She added that one could stay on 

the right side of the Federal Law No. 15 

for 1980 Concerning Publications and 

Publishing by ensuring this: “No news, 

pictures, comments about an individuals’ 

private life should be published if you are 

doing it with the intention of disgracing 

them. The law intends to protect a person 

from malicious use of an image.” 

No news, pictures, 
comments about 

an individuals’ private 
life should be published if 
you are doing it with the 
intention of 
disgracing 
them

FIONA ROBERTSON
Senior Counsel and Head of Media 

Al Tamimi & Company
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What we are seeing 
these days is an 

increased use of the 
cybercrimes law, and 
therefore police action, 
by people who have been 
affected online

If you are a victim, 
you can report the 

crime from the safety 
of your home using 
the ‘My Safe Society’ 
app launched by the 
UAE’s Federal Public 
Prosecution

A CROWDED VIRTUAL WORLD

The UAE has a 98.5 per cent Internet 

penetration rate, one of the highest in the 

world. According to a report from 2017, 

Internet penetration in the Middle East had 

risen three times in eight years, from 20 per 

cent in 2009 to 60 per cent in 2017. This 

means, you’re likely to be communicating 

with others online as much as, if not more 

than, in person.

The Global Web Index revealed in January 

2019 that people in the UAE were spending 

more time on social media than they did 

seven years ago. The average person in the 

country was clocking 3.11 hours on social 

media, the highest in the Middle East and 

Africa region and the sixth highest globally. 

According to Statista, WhatsApp had a 

penetration rate of 83 per cent in the UAE at 

the beginning of 2018, followed by Facebook 

at 82 per cent, and YouTube at 79 per cent.

While we are taught social behaviour as 

children, very few get any proper guidance 

on social media manners. Robertson of 

Al Tamimi law firm added, “What we are 

seeing these days is an increased use 

of the cybercrimes law, and therefore 

police action, by people who have been 

affected online. Because the penalties 

under that law are much more severe, we 

are recommending that people exercise 

caution in their use of online platforms.”

IF YOU ARE TRAPPED

Police say that most victims of electronic 

crime do not report it because they 

don’t want to confront criminals, are 

embarrassed that they have been cheated 

or abused, or do not want their personal 

details out there. If you are a victim, you 

can report the crime from the safety of 

your home using the ‘My Safe Society’ 

app launched by the UAE’s Federal Public 

Prosecution. The app is available on iTunes 

or Google Play. 

You can also go to the nearest police 

station in your area, or call 999 for help. In 

case of a crime against children, the MoI 

has a social form that is available online. 

Also, UAE’s Child Abuse Hotline is 116111.

In August 2019, Dubai Police reached out 

to such people on social media. “The Self-

Service e-crime portal allows the public to 

record a complaint regarding cybercrimes. To 

facilitate the procedures, fill out the form and 

ensure that you have as much information 

as possible, so that we can help you as 

quickly and as best as possible. This service 

is specific to crimes happened within the 

geographical scope of Dubai city,” it tweeted. 

THE NUMBERS

Dhs3 million
The fine you may be liable to pay for 

violation of the UAE cybercrime law

3.11 hours
Time spent by an average person in 

the UAE on social media, according 

to the Global Web Index

83 per cent
Penetration of WhatsApp in the UAE 

at the beginning of 2018, according 

to Statista

82 per cent
Penetration of Facebook in the UAE 

at the beginning of 2018, according 

to Statista

79 per cent
Penetration of YouTube in the UAE 

at the beginning of 2018, according 

to Statista
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INTERNET

THE MONEY BOAST

If you have money and want everybody to know, how would you do it? Buying a fancy car 

wasn’t the most appealing idea for a Dubai expat; he wanted to do something more attention-

grabbing. In August 2019, he stood near a road and flung cash around while a video was shot. 

He posted the video on social media and waited for the likes to multiply. The cops came calling 

and arrested him. The man confessed that all he was trying to do was get online popularity. 

CAUTION: “Social media users should avoid doing things that may go against local values, 

cultures, and traditions. We request the public to use social media responsibly,” said Colonel 

Faisal Al Qasim, Director of the Security Media Department at Dubai Police.

KNOW THE LAW Here are a few recent instances that could serve 
as a warning:

Children are the 
most vulnerable 

victims. Criminals take 
advantage of technology 
through social 
media and 
online 
games

BRIGADIER JAMAL SALEM

AL JALLAF
Director of the Criminal Investigation 

Department of Dubai Police

THE YOUNG PREDATOR

In September 2019, a 25-year-old college student was taken into custody in 

Dubai for compelling children to send him private images of themselves. He 

reached them through a popular online video game. The crime came to light 

when a child told her mother about the man asking her to send him personal 

pictures. The mother reported the incident to Dubai Police via an e-portal. “We 

arrested him and found about 200 images of 10 children aged between nine 

and ten years,” said Brigadier Jamal Salem Al Jallaf, Director of the Criminal 

Investigation Department of Dubai Police.

CAUTION: “Children are the most vulnerable victims. Criminals take advantage 

of technology through social media 

and online games. Children are not 

mature enough and very curious to 

meet strangers. We advise parents 

to take greater care and be vigilant 

of what they are doing online,” said 

Brigadier Al Jallaf. He added that, 

in cases such as this, the photos 

would be used to blackmail and 

sexually abuse the children.

THE SNEAKY VIDEO

Human instinct seems to have changed when we see something unusual – most of 

us will take out our mobile phone and start shooting. This is what happened to a man 

who witnessed a strange altercation in a Dubai car park in May 2019. A woman driver 

was refusing to pay parking fees that a hotel valet was demanding. To compel her to 

pay, the valet climbed on to the car bonnet. Undeterred, the woman stepped on the 

accelerator and drove off. The valet had to jump off the car. The man who watched it 

happen uploaded the video online, where it went viral. Dubai Police arrested him.

CAUTION: “It is a criminal offence in the UAE to record people without their 

knowledge and publish their images on social media or on websites. One should 

not send videos to relatives or 

friends, even in good faith, so as 

not to be held legally accountable. 

Exchanging videos or pictures can 

cause harm to others and destroy 

their reputation,” said Colonel Faisal 

Al Qasim, Director of Security Media 

at Dubai Police. He added that as per Article 21 of the UAE Cybercrime Law, any 

person who misused technology to breach the privacy of others could be sentenced 

to jail for six months and/ or a fine of Dhs150,000-Dhs500,000.

It is a criminal 
offence in the 

UAE to record people 
without their knowledge 
and publish 
their images 
on social 
media or on 
websites 

COLONEL FAISAL AL QASIM
Director of Security Media at Dubai Police
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2019 RECAP

THE

YEAR
THAT WAS

DECLARED THE ‘YEAR OF TOLERANCE’, 2019 SAW MOMENTOUS EVENTS 
AND CHANGES IN THE UAE, AND 999 HAS CAPTURED ALL THESE KEY 

DEVELOPMENTS IN DETAIL IN OUR COVER STORIES OF THESE 12 MONTHS

BY DIPALI GUHA
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2019 RECAP

If there’s any word that best describes the UAE, it’s opportunity. 
Qualified expatriates from many countries come here not just to get 
a job, but to secure one that makes the right use of their talent. In 

the first issue of the year, 999 explored 
the employment market in the 
country. This cover story highlighted 
which emerging sectors were best 
positioned in this new age and how 
skills related to digitalisation would be 
amongst those most in demand. This 
article helped job-seekers understand 
their own place and prospects in 
the employment landscape and 
presented an overview of the business 
confidence in the UAE.

The world is awash in gadgets and everyone is constantly upgrading. 
That may sound very hi-tech and interesting, but the downside is 
that electronic waste is poisoning the planet. Mankind has learned 
to innovate, but it has not learned to dispose responsibly. In the UAE, 

where mobile phone penetration is 
one of the highest in the world, and 
where the number of smart services is 
increasing daily, people aren’t going 
to put down their gadgets, but they 
do need to know the consequences 
of their choices. As per data, the 
average UAE resident generates 
more than 17kg of e-waste annually. 
This 999 cover story aims to educate 
people and to let them know what 
actions the UAE authorities have 
taken.

The eighth day of the third month is International Women’s Day. 
This is a significant day for the UAE, a country that has always 
believed in the abilities of women. The 999 cover story talks 
about the remarkably high levels 
of education, advancement, and 
presence of UAE women in all 
spheres of professional life, when 
benchmarked against the most 
developed countries in the world. 
As one of our interviewees points 
out, “Nowadays women in the UAE 
are engineers, scientists, CEOs, 
entrepreneurs, ministers, and 
politicians. We also see female 
athletes, police, pilots, army and civil 
aviation officers.”

Nothing defines the modern teenager better than the desire for the 
perfect selfie. Constantly pouting and posing, most of them want to 
be social media stars, getting heaps of ‘likes’ for each photo. While 
this need for peer admiration may be 
a normal part of growing up, some 
teens go way too far. They opt for 
plastic surgery to get the perfect 
features and thus the perfect selfie. 
In this cover story, 999 speaks to 
medical experts and psychologists 
to understand what drives this desire 
and what impact such surgical or 
cosmetic procedures have on the 
teenager’s body and mind. The very 
important role of parents in instilling 
the right values in teenagers is also 
explored through this feature.

The progress made by the UAE has been possible because of the 
ceaseless vigilance and efforts of its law enforcement authorities. 
In the second issue of the ‘Year of Tolerance’, 999 looked beyond 

the crimefighting achievements of 
our police officers. These are cops 
who understand why a lonely old 
man would call the police control 
room every night to recite poetry; 
these are cops who save people 
from the debt trap and reunite them 
with their families; these are cops 
who greet passengers at the airport 
with flowers. And they offer service 
with a heart.

Our phone numbers have become the least private aspect of 
our lives. As a result, the rate of scam calls has exponentially 
increased. This 999 article warns residents to be wary of phone 
scammers, whose modus starts with a “hello” from a stranger, 

quickly followed by the astonishing 
‘news’ of a large cash prize or 
something equally fishy. Whatever 
the caller says, there would be 
only one outcome: the victim being 
parted from their hard-earned 
money. Preventing such fraud is 
one of the top priorities of UAE law 
enforcement, and such prevention 
starts with the call recipient acting 
intelligently, mindful of what kind of 
traps might lie ahead.
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The introduction of the ‘Golden Card’ visa at the end of May has 
paved the way for talented individuals and investors to acquire 
a permanent visa. This was the most headline-making feature 

of the revamped visa rules in the 
country. The move was aimed at 
making the UAE an even more 
attractive destination for top talents 
and entrepreneurs. This 999 feature 
gives all the relevant information on 
the new and improved visa regime. 
The cover story also captures the 
views of long-time residents and 
business leaders who hail the UAE 
leadership’s decision.

When one thinks of the police force, what comes to mind? A cop 
chasing a robber? Of course, that comes with the job, but the 
UAE’s police officers do much more than that. Not only do they 
risk their lives at a crimefighting 
scene, but they also step in and 
save ordinary people from scary 
situations. This 999 feature pays 
tribute to the ‘capeless heroes’ – the 
men and women in police forces – 
who have helped deliver a baby at 
an airport, protected a little girl who 
was getting crushed by a starstruck 
crowd, and even pulled a drowning 
boy out of the sea. 

Courageous, compassionate, and unhesitatingly helpful – those three 
words aptly describe the people whom this issue of 999 salutes as 
‘everyday heroes’. Their acts (e.g. saving someone from choking to 
death, preventing a child’s fatal fall from a highrise building, stopping 

a suicide attempt, returning a massive 
amount of cash) reinforce the fact 
that UAE residents are not only law-
abiding but also partners to security 
agencies. This is the kind of police-
community partnership that makes 
the UAE such an outstanding nation. 
The UAE authorities are encouraging 
this positive behaviour by giving 
public recognition to these everyday 
heroes, making them a great example 
to follow for the rest of society. 

Sometimes, there’s nothing to beat the basics – and so, several 
general police headquarters have introduced bicycle patrols; 
these patrols can go into narrow lanes where police cars can’t 
go in. The bicycle squads have 
shown significant results in crime 
control and they’re also more 
accessible to the men and women 
in the street, who can quickly seek 
help from the friendly biker cop. 
It’s not an easy life for the cops, 
though, as they have to maintain 
a very high degree of physical 
fitness. This 999 issue brings this 
unique story to life.

The final 999 cover story of the year looks ahead at the rising stock of 
the UAE economy and the huge fillip that it is certain to get from World 
Expo 2020 Dubai, and many other factors. The six-month event (October 
2020 to April 2021) is already catalysing economic activity during the run-

up and its impact will be felt for a long 
time after it’s over. Our feature draws a 
detailed picture of the atmosphere of 
high business confidence, buttressed 
by solid policies to increase investments 
and competitiveness. The article looks 
at several sectors, both traditional and 
emerging, that are key to the country’s 
economic growth and analyses the 
benefits. Business stalwarts put things in 
perspective.

Saving lives is a priority in the UAE and the authorities have no 
tolerance for people who get in the way of emergency vehicles such 
as fire trucks and ambulances. As a major deterrent to drivers refusing 

to give way to emergency vehicles, the 
government increased the fine for this 
offence from Dhs1,000 to Dhs3,000. 
This 999 cover story presents a 
clear picture of the government’s 
motivation behind trying to instil a good 
traffic culture and the support for the 
enhanced penalty from law-abiding 
motorists. The article also reminds 
people that crowding around the site 
of a fire / traffic accident and taking 
photographs would hamper rescue and 
could result in someone’s death.

UAE 5.000 AED
KSA 5.000 SAR
Kuwait 0.500 DK
Bahrain 0.500 BD
Oman 0.500 OR
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TRAFFIC

SAFE
ROUTE TO
2020

Abu Dhabi Police continue a strategic traffic campaign aimed to boost 
positive motoring habits amongst motorists. Brigadier Suhail Saeed Al 
Khaili tells 999 about the axes of the campaign that’s geared towards 

achieving the highest results in traffic index

999 STAFF
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A 
major road safety campaign 

rolled out by the Abu Dhabi 

Police General Command, 

which is promoting a good motoring 

culture in five languages, namely Arabic, 

English, Urdu, Malayalam, and Malabari, 

will continue till September 2020. This is 

part of the strategic plan to reduce the 

number of traffic violations, accidents, 

injuries, and fatalities in the emirate.  

Speaking to 999, Brigadier Suhail 

Saeed Al Khaili, Director of Central 

Operations Section at Abu Dhabi Police, 

says that the campaign is designed 

to spread safety awareness amongst 

drivers. He explains that the road safety 

campaign is being implemented under 

the directives of Major General Staff 

Pilot Faris Khalaf Al Mazrouei, member 

of the Abu Dhabi Executive Council 

and Commander-in-Chief of Abu Dhabi 

Police, to put in place a comprehensive 

programme with the highest standards 

of traffic safety. This campaign includes 

numerous activities, events, lectures, and 

programmes. It addresses the largest 

possible section of drivers through 

various media – print, audio, and visual 

media, social media, as well as through 

the distribution of awareness-raising 

flyers and pamphlets.

“As the campaign continues, its axes 

will take the form of separate subsidiary 

campaigns, each with awareness creation 

and intensive traffic monitoring by the civil 

and police patrols and through the smart 

system for monitoring roads,” Al Khaili 

explains to 999. 

Through this campaign, drivers are made 

aware of the dangerous consequences 

of unlawful road behaviour that can put 

themselves and other road users in great 

danger. The goals of the campaign include 

better traffic safety index as a result of 

extensive awareness, better compliance 

with traffic laws, and improved police-

community partnership.

Going into more details of how this 

campaign is carried out, Al Khaili says that 

Abu Dhabi Police utilise the efficiency 

and mass distribution of social media. 

The police force regularly posts traffic 

messages and video clips on its social 

media platforms to cascade cautions 

and warnings in all segments of society. 

These messages and clips are also 

shown on giant screens at malls and on 

cinema screens before the start of film 

shows. Additionally, there is an intensive 

programme to spread traffic awareness 

amongst school bus drivers and taxi drivers 

in the city of Abu Dhabi and the regions 

of Al Ain and Al Dhafra, making the daily 

commute safer for school students.

Using mobile phone while driving is one of the violations targeted by the intensive traffic safety 
campaign of Abu Dhabi Police

As the campaign 
continues, these 

axes will take the form 
of separate subsidiary 
campaigns, each with 
awareness 
creation and 
intensive traffic 
monitoring

BRIGADIER SUHAIL SAEED

AL KHAILI
Director of Central Operations Section

at Abu Dhabi Police
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The road safety campaign of Abu Dhabi Police, says Al Khaili, has eight axes, defined and identified through an 
analytical study of traffic accidents and violations in the Capital.

RESPECT SCHOOL 

BUSES’ ‘STOP’ SIGN

One of these eight 

axes of the campaign is 

spreading the importance of showing the 

‘Stop’ sign displayed by the electronic 

‘arm’ of school buses when the driver has 

to pick up or drop off students. The bus 

operators are Emirates Transport and any 

other licensed school bus operator in the 

emirate of Abu Dhabi.

Al Khaili refers to the coordination with 

the Department of Transport in Abu Dhabi 

to install surveillance cameras in school 

buses in order to issue traffic violation 

tickets to motorists who break the rule 

when the ‘Stop’ sign of school buses is 

displayed.

GIVE WAY TO SAVE LIVES

Another primary 

component of the initiative 

is the continuous information 

drive on the need to give 

way to ambulance, civil defence 

vehicles, and official convoys. Hindering 

the movement of emergency vehicles can 

delay the response to an injured or critically 

ill person. These vehicles are in urgent 

situations that are matters of life and death, 

therefore must be given priority on roads at 

all times.

ABIDE BY SPEED 

LIMIT

Al Khaili emphasises that 

making drivers abide by 

speed limits – both upper 

and lower limits – is one of the foremost 

measures to decrease traffic accidents. 

Speeding is when a driver goes over the 

legal speed limit on roads and highways. 

The speed of vehicles is monitored by 

thousands of CCTVs in the Capital and is 

set according to the urban development of 

that area, the pedestrian movement, and 

the presence of schools and/or places of 

worship nearby.

TRAFFIC

THE 8 AXES OF
ROAD SAFETY INITIATIVE

STOP BEFORE THE 

WHITE LINE

Compelling drivers to 

follow the ‘Stop’ line at 

traffic intersections is another axis of the 

road safety campaign. The ‘Stop’ line is 

basically a white line indicating the place 

where vehicles should completely halt before 

resuming movement when the traffic signal 

changes from red to green. Abiding by the 

‘Stop’ line rule is necessary for giving enough 

road space to vehicles coming from other 

directions. A motorist who does not respect 

this line risks a serious collision with another 

vehicle at the traffic intersection.

DO NOT ENCROACH ON BICYCLE, 

PEDESTRIAN LANES

Some places in 

the country have 

dedicated lanes 

for bicycles. These 

lanes are not meant to serve as a refuge 

for cars. They are meant for cyclists to 

move efficiently on the road. Yet even 

these designated portions of the road, like 

the pedestrian lanes, are not free from 

encroachment. Al Khaili also emphasises 

the right of way that must always be 

given to pedestrians and motorcycles and 

bicycles. Vehicles on main roads always 

have the right of way and vehicles coming 

on to the main road from side streets must 

stop and let those vehicles pass first.

NEVER JUMP THE RED 

SIGNAL

Al Khaili points out that the 

road safety campaign alerts 

drivers to the huge risk of 

jumping a red light – it can 

cause anything from pedestrian death to car 

crash. One of the main reasons for red light 

jumping, says the officer, is a driver trying to 

rush through the traffic intersection before 

the signal changes from green to red; another 

major reason is inattention to what is generally 

happening on the road.

PAY MAXIMUM ATTENTION WHILE 

DRIVING

Lack of concentration 

and the dangers caused 

by distracted driving are 

two focus areas of the 

road safety campaign. 

Inattention threatens the safety of the driver, 

the passengers, other road users, and 

pedestrians. Talking on the mobile phone 

while driving, checking messages, putting 

on makeup, taking photos, and eating and 

drinking are the most common examples of 

distracted driving, says Al Khaili.

OBSERVE SAFE DISTANCE

Rear-end collisions 

are common traffic 

accidents. This happens 

when drivers do not allot 

enough time to slow 

down or stop. Following 

the 3-second rule gives car drivers enough 

time to react when the vehicle in front 

suddenly brakes. 

He calls upon everyone to positively 

engage with the road safety campaign all 

the way till September 2020. “The media 

and social media users should join hands 

with Abu Dhabi Police to promote the 

culture of traffic safety law and to bolster the 

efforts of the police force towards achieving 

the highest positive results in traffic index,” 

underscores Brigadier Al Khaili.  
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TIPS & TRIVIA

USE INTERNET PLATFORMS TO MAKE FRIENDS AND INFLUENCE PEOPLE, NOT TO 

DRIVE EVERYONE AWAY WITH UNNECESSARY POSTS AND MESSAGES

BACK TO 
BASICS: 
SOCIAL 

NETWORK 
ETIQUETTE

T
his is a festive season and that means an 

avalanche of selfies and messages on social 

media platforms. We all have friends and 

contacts on both networks and we all fall 

in the category of either perpetrator or victim – and 

sometimes both.

Like everything else in life, social networks must not 

be used recklessly. It must be utilised properly. So, here’s 

what you can do to become the best on social media 

during this season.

BY DIPALI GUHA
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GIVE YOUR SELFIES SOME CONTEXT
When you take holiday or outdoor selfies, give the photograph some context 

by showing a portion of the background (and keep strangers out of the 

picture, since UAE cyber law prohibits posting people’s pictures without their 

consent). 

Red flag: Did you know that selfies are No. 1 on the list of people’s pet 

peeve on the Internet? This was revealed by a 2017 survey of British web 

users, conducted by the website Casumo.com. 

When posting festive selfies with friends, with the desire to show the 

picture(s) to other common friends, give the image(s) an extended caption 

that explains how the meeting happened and a little nugget of anything 

interesting from your conversation, so that the other friends seeing the picture(s) 

can feel closer to the occasion.

AVOID FREQUENTLY SENDING ‘GOOD 

MORNING’ MESSAGES
People who haven’t even met other people – their acquaintance 

is limited to a brief WhatsApp chat about some small things – start 

sending ‘Good morning’ or ‘Have a nice day’ messages daily to 

their WhatsApp contacts. Responding to a bunch of messages from 

barely-acquainted strangers is tedious, especially if these chats are 

unwelcomed or unsolicited. 

Those who send these daily messages randomly are also guilty of 

clogging the recipients’ phone memory, since many recipients would have 

selected the WhatsApp option of auto-download of media files for reasons 

related to work. If you find yourself forwarding ‘Good morning’ messages to 

strangers, please desist.

SEND FESTIVE GREETINGS WITH RESTRAINT
Limit your season’s greetings to the people who’d appreciate the 

thought and the fact that you remembered them. If there’s a formal 

working relationship between you and the message recipient, then 

send an e-mail greeting card, not a social media chat message.

Responding to the barrage of mobile phone notifications – mostly 

WhatsApp greetings – can take up all day, but not responding feels 

impolite. You must always acknowledge all these messages and 

return the greeting. Never leave them in a seen zone.
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TIPS & TRIVIA

The Internet has 4.4 billion users, 

of which there are 3.5 billion active 

social media users. Facebook 

Messenger and WhatsApp handle

60 billion messages a day.

Did you know?

OVERCOMING YOUR

‘FEAR OF MISSING OUT’ IS KEY
Count the number of times you check your social media accounts 

for the stream of status updates, etc. in a day. If you’re on the extreme 

side, then you might have the condition that psychologists call the ‘fear 

of missing out’ or simply FOMO. This is the “anxious feeling that can 

arise when you feel there is a more exciting prospect that is happening 

elsewhere — and unfortunately, you’re not there,” according to the Anxiety 

and Depression Association of America. And the tendency is for you to post 

a lot on social media just to make up for it, or to fill that missed opportunity. 

The ending? You don’t realise that you’re already flooding people’s social media 

feed with your frustrations. 

Dr Aarti Gupta, Clinical Director at TherapyNest, a centre for anxiety and family therapy in 

Los Altos, California, has some pieces of advice in her article on how to overcome FOMO.

“Learn to redo your morning without your eyes glued to Instagram. It may not be viable to deactivate your 

social media accounts, but learn to limit your activity. One CBT (cognitive-behavioral therapy) technique 

prescribes setting aside a certain time of day to check all your social media outlets. Let’s say that you take the 

bus home from work every day from 5:30 to 6:10 pm. Make this your one and only time of day to check your 

accounts. Find a time of day that works for you to catch up with Facebook, and stick to it,” she wrote.

REFRAIN FROM CONSTANTLY 

ADVERTISING HOW AMAZING YOU ARE
Huge grins, ironed hair, shiny clothes that complete your OOTD, 

which means ‘outfit of the day’, or posting a lot about your dinner 

celebration for fabulously closing a major deal – these are eye-

catching and interesting for a while, but not in large doses. It’s also 

rather disrespectful towards friends and acquaintances who may be 

down on their luck.

The shimmering surface of a glossy lifestyle doesn’t make a person 

truly attractive; it’s your deeper thoughts that help you connect with 

those who are worth being called friends. Let your posts convey that 

you’re able to see the world beyond me, myself, and I.
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A CITYWIDE SHOWCASE OF A SEASON-LONG OUTDOOR 

MARKET AND A STAR-STUDDED NYE CONCERT TOP THE LIST 

OF MUST-ATTEND EVENTS THIS MONTH

BY DIPALI GUHA

ABU DHABI SPOTLIGHT

Exciting
times
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69999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALLDECEMBER 2019



Entertainment unlimited
RESOLUTION BY NIGHT: BRUNO MARS LIVE IN ABU DHABI
Ring in the New Year in style with an exciting two-day festival: Resolution. 
It will be jam-packed with live entertainment and activities for the whole 
family to enjoy in Abu Dhabi for an unforgettable start to 2020.
Music sensation Bruno Mars will perform ‘24K Magic’ as he takes to the 
stage on the first day of the festival in the Capital. Famed for hits such 
as Just The Way You Are, Grenade, Uptown Funk, and When I Was Your 
Man, the singer’s live show will make New Year’s Eve sizzle.

NEW YEAR’S EVE

ABU DHABI SPOTLIGHT

Make friends at every step
ACTIVE WALK NIGHTS 
Whether you prefer to stroll or power walk, this weekly walking 
club is for you. Find your pace and gain friends in your Abu 
Dhabi community with Active Walk Nights. A non-competitive 
walking club that’s suitable for all ages – a perfect way to 
embrace active living. Arrive at the designated meeting 
point and say hello to your professional trainer. Tighten your 
shoelaces and set off on a 30-minute guided walk with the 
group and get to know your community while you burn some 
calories.

Where: Al Bateen
When: Every Monday 7pm-8pm, till December 30, 2019
Entry: On request
Contact: 026123333

Everything is fresh
THE RIPE MARKET IN UMM AL EMARAT PARK
The park gets transformed into a community meeting place, 
supporting local businesses for residents and tourists to enjoy 
every Saturday. Set amidst beautiful palm tree walkways, the 
Ripe Market brings together the community to experience 
local food businesses comprising both live cooking stations 
and take-home retail items. You can also explore a foodie 
village across the Great Lawn area, sample cuisine from 
around the world, or shop and support local makers that sell 
handmade fashion items, jewellery and art accessories, home 
decoration and much more.

The market also offers visitors a variety of fresh, organic 
produce, harvested from local, organic certified farms, such 
as fresh tomatoes, affordable kale, cucumbers, beetroots and 
lettuce, and has a full range of organic retail items, gluten-free 
products, and superfoods.

Where: Umm Al Emarat Park
When: Every Saturday, till April 25, 2020; 3pm-9pm
Entry: Dhs10 for park entry; no fee for Ripe Market entry
Contact: 043157000

Where: Du Arena, Yas Island
When: December 31, 2019; 6pm
Tickets: Dhs350-1,350 
Website: www.ticketmaster.ae

OUTDOORS
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Society, seen through the arts
CULTURAL SEASON SPECIAL: ‘CHANGING 
SOCIETIES’
This upcoming season represents one of Louvre Abu 
Dhabi’s boldest and most extensive programme to date. 
The four exhibitions explore how the arts have channelled 
and acted as a witness to society throughout history, as 
well as an accompanying programme that includes live 
performances, world-renowned installations, music, poetry 
and family events. The main objective is to shed light on 
how culture and creativity have acted as a manifestation of 
shifts and changes in society and civilisations. 

The season will feature four consecutive exhibitions, 
each staying open for about four months, starting 
September 2019. The four exhibitions will open in the 
following order:
1. Rendezvous in Paris: Picasso, Chagall, Modigliani & 
Co. (1900-1939), in partnership with Centre Pompidou
2. 10,000 Years of Luxury, in partnership with Musée des 
Arts Décoratifs
3. Furusiyya: The Art of Chivalry between East and West, 
in partnership with Musée de Cluny – Musée national du 
Moyen Âge
4. Charlie Chaplin: When Art Met Cinema, in partnership 
with Musée d’arts de Nantes

through a series of events that centre around excellence skills 
and contemporary art. 

During the exhibition, 84 French luxury houses and 16 cultural 
institutions are being featured. This unique series presents four 
events at four different locations:
‘Savoir-faire Conversations’, House of Artisans, Qasr Al Hosn: 
Demonstration of cross-cultural craft demonstrations, workshops 
of savoir-faire French luxury houses, talks and film screenings.
Celebrating 21st-century French Luxury: Luxury Houses 
Showcase, The Galleria Al Maryah Island: A dedicated path 
through the mall highlights the combined creativity of teams 
from French luxury houses, including collective window and 
boutique displays, pop-up spaces, live demonstrations and in-
store animations.
Abu Dhabi Art 2019; French Luxury and Contemporary 
Art Talks, Manarat Al Saadiyat: Talks on French luxury and 
contemporary art by speakers from prestigious French luxury 
houses and cultural institutions.
10,000 Years of Luxury Exhibition, Louvre Abu Dhabi: The 
exhibition will showcase items from 21st-century French luxury 
houses such as Christian Dior, Chanel, Cartier, Balenciaga, and 
Hermès. It also depicts how different cultures define luxury.

Where: Manarat Al Saadiyat; Qasr Al Hosn; The Galleria Al 
Maryah Island; Louvre Abu Dhabi
When: On till February 18, 2020 
Entry: As applicable at venues
Contact: +971 2 444 0444

SPECIAL EVENT

CULTURE

Bonding over luxury
FLÂNERIE COLBERT ABU DHABI: FRENCH LUXURY
IN THE 21ST CENTURY
Designed to explore 21st-century French luxury, an 
expression of French culture, and to enter into a 
dialogue with the Emirati culture, this exhibition 
celebrates the close relations between France and the 
United Arab Emirates.

It is under the patronage of HE Mohamed Khalifa Al 
Mubarak, Chairman of the Department of Culture and 
Tourism, Abu Dhabi, and Franck Riester, French Minister 
of Culture. The cultural dialogue by Comité Colbert aims 
to strengthen the bonds between the two countries 

Where: Louvre Abu Dhabi, Saadiyat Island
When: On till July 18, 2020
Entry: Dhs60
Website: www.louvreabudhabi.ae
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CRIME MYSTERIESCRIME MYSTERIES

SLAIN
BY HER

SON
BY DIPALI GUHA

FOR REASONS THAT VARY FROM BEING CONSIDERED 
EXPENDABLE TO BEING TOO CONTROLLING, THESE MOTHERS 

WERE SENT TO DEATH BY THEIR OWN SONS 
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In a murder case described by Kansas 

authorities as nothing short of a gruesome 

scene, a woman was beaten to death by her 

own son. The crime was discovered by one of 

their neighbours in Independence, a city near 

the Kansas border. According to police report, 

the neighbour saw the 38-year-old suspect, 

Lucas Mauritzen, sitting on the front porch of the house a 

day after the murder. When he talked to the suspect, the 

latter uttered: “I had to put her down.” At first, the neighbour 

thought Mauritzen was referring to their dog. But when he 

pressed the suspect about what happened, Mauritzen 

replied, “Mom”. 

Suspicious, the neighbour called the police. Inside the 

house, they found the severely beaten 57-year-old Tamera 

Rainey covered in blood. Officers saw blood splatter “in each 

room all the way to the ceilings,” the arrest warrant states. 

During interrogation, Mauritzen recounted the murder. 

According to police, the suspect admitted that he repeatedly 

hit his mother with his fists and struck her with his knee in 

VICTIM: WOMAN STABBED TO DEATH
WHERE: CALIFORNIA, UNITED STATES
WHEN: AUGUST 2019

– that same reckless motorist – was arrested after just 

one hour in a nearby town, with blood on his clothes. All 

evidence pointed to the fact that he was fleeing the crime 

scene after stabbing his mother to death. The community 

was quite shaken, since this was the first murder in the 

small town in almost seven years.

Neighbours who saw McDonald driving away told the police 

they were surprised to see him at the wheel of his mother’s 

car because he was known to have a mental condition and 

didn’t usually drive. Also, he damaged some property when 

reversing the vehicle. A knife that was believed to be the 

murder weapon was recovered by the police, and McDonald 

was held in lieu of a $1-million (Dhs1 million) bail. 

A motive for the killing couldn’t immediately be established, 

but the police had earlier responded to reports of domestic 

violence between the mother and son. In September 2019, 

McDonald, who was charged with Hampton’s murder, pleaded 

not guilty. Prosecutors said that the man, who had 

schizophrenia, was being cared for by his mother.

The reckless driving of a man aroused neighbours’ 

suspicion one Sunday morning at Laguna Terrace Park 

mobile home community in Laguna Beach, a small coastal 

town. Then, a friend who wanted to go to church with 

Megan 

Hampton, 61, 

found her body 

in her mobile 

home. Next, 

police were 

called, they 

immediately 

treated it as a 

case of 

homicide, and 

the dead 

woman’s son 

Matthew 

McDonald, 34 

VICTIM: WOMAN BEATEN TO DEATH
WHERE: KANSAS, UNITED STATES
WHEN: AUGUST 2019

the kitchen. It did not stop there. He later beat her with a 

plunger and struck her with hard objects like a fan and a 

stove burner in the living room. His mother was apparently 

trying to escape from him until she reached the bathroom. 

But he chased the poor woman and then struck her again. 

This time, with a toiler paper dispenser. The entire assault 

lasted for hours, authorities said.

According to police, Mauritzen only watched and waited 

until his own mother died before his very eyes. Then he left 

the house with their dog and slept at a friend’s house, court 

records said. 

Mauritzen was arrested and charged with first-degree 

murder after confessing to the crime.
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CRIME MYSTERIESCRIME MYSTERIES

VICTIM: WOMAN AXED, CHOPPED UP, COOKED 
WHERE: CHHATTISGARH, INDIA
WHEN: AUGUST 2019

VICTIM: WOMAN KILLED WITH A CHISEL
WHERE: BELFAST, NORTHERN IRELAND
WHEN: OCTOBER 2017

This was a tragic case in which the son killed the 

mother as a revenge. According to police reports, she 

had mistreated her son all his life and at some point, he 

snapped.

Declan O’Neill, 29, a doctor from Belfast, was sentenced 

to life, with the provision of serving at least eight years 

before being considered for release on licence (i.e. with 

conditions attached). He had killed his mother Anne at her 

parents’ house using a chisel as a weapon. His grandmother 

– the victim’s mother – and his sister were, according to the 

judge, “extremely supportive of the defendant and [made] a 

compelling plea for clemency on the defendant’s behalf”.

The story that came out during the investigation and trial 

was that Anne O’Neill, 51, had been extremely controlling 

with her children from the time they were little. She made 

them sleep on the floor, put their belongings in a cardboard 

box, and kept them on a very tight leash. It was said that 

even when Declan became a doctor, she’d call him at the 

hospital during his 

shift, daily and 

repeatedly.

O’Neill pleaded 

guilty and showed 

extreme remorse 

during the trial, but 

given his 

profession as a 

doctor and the fact 

that he had 

planned the killing, 

the judge gave 

him the life 

sentence. “Anne 

O’Neill’s death was 

brutal, senseless 

and unnecessary,” 

said the judge.

In a bizarre case of murder, a man was arrested for killing 

his mother using an axe for refusing to give him money for 

his vice. Then he chopped up her body and cooked the 

body parts in a frying pan. The incident occurred in the 

central Indian state of Chhattisgarh.

Accused Sitaram Oraon, 32, reportedly fled the crime 

scene when his sister-in-law arrived at their house and saw 

him cooking the body of his mother Phoolbai, 50. At that 

point, he had been frying the victim’s brain. The sister-in-law 

called the police, who tracked down the suspect, and found 

him with blood-stained clothes. Oraon admitted to the 

crime, according to local media. He had been in the habit of 

assaulting his mother and demanding money. In
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Declan O’Neill pictured with his mother Anne
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On the occasion of 48th National Day

We take immense pride and great pleasure in extending
our sincerest congratulation and best wishes to

His Highness Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

and Their Highnesses Members of the Supreme Council and Rulers of the UAE
and to all the people of the UAE

His Highness Sheikh

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Vice President, Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai

His Highness Sheikh

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the UAE



A YOUNG FAMILY MAN’S DRUG ADDICTION LEADS TO 
GANGRENE, AND THEN COME THE LOSS OF A LIMB AND A 

SUICIDE ATTEMPT

BY WAGIH HASSAN

Downward 
spiral 

CRIME & PUNISHMENT 
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The life of this world 
is nothing but a 

sport and a pastime, 
and the life of the 

Hereafter is far better 
for those who seek 

to ward off their ruin. 
Will you not, then, 

understand?

Though he initially rejected the 

option of amputation, Amer was soon 

convinced that there was no other way 

out, persuaded by his close friends to 

accept the surgery in order to avoid worse 

consequences.

So, his arm was amputated and Amer 

was eventually released from the hospital 

with the advice of rest and proper 

adherence to his medication.

Back at home, Amer found it difficult 

to recuperate. Full of regret and anger 

at himself, he saw his situation as a 

nightmare. 

Amer suffered from extreme depression, 

and he suddenly had the urge to end it 

all. Telling his family that he was going to 

visit a colleague, Amer went instead to his 

former drug dealer’s house – his plan was 

to get a substantial quantity of heroin, and 

then kill himself with an overdose.

Amer hid the heroin in his room, with 

the intention of consuming it later. But 

when he tried to actually kill himself in 

the middle of the night, his vigilant wife 

Taghreed woke up and discovered what 

he was about to do. Snatching away 

the drugs, she cried out. Their family 

members heard the commotion and they 

came running towards the room. The 

police were called immediately as well.

Amer was moved to the hospital and his 

condition stabilised. He gave the police 

the name and address of his drug dealer, 

who was arrested and sentenced for the 

crime of drug-dealing. 

The question is: is Amer’s story enough 

for us to be aware of how serious drugs 

are? Is it a good lesson to keep us away 

from drugs? Allah says in the Holy Qur’an: 

“The life of this world is nothing but a sport 

and a pastime, and the life of the Hereafter 

is far better for those who seek to ward off 

their ruin. Will you not, then, understand?”

hadn’t paid any attention to that. Given the 

history of his drug addiction, the doctors 

assumed that Amer had used an infected 

needle to give himself a heroin shot in 

the arm and that the needle was probably 

contaminated by one of his drug dealer or 

another drug user.

Since the gangrene hadn’t been treated 

in the initial stages, the doctors had to 

take a tough decision: should they now 

amputate the infected arm or not?

A
t the age of 30, Amer should 

have had a happy family life 

with his 23-year-old wife and 

a daughter. But he is a drug addict. That 

poison and the company of his friends with 

all sorts of vices have led him to unbearable 

pain that he did not see coming.

His addiction with heroin is now flowing 

in his blood, he can’t live a day without 

drugs, as if he’s attached to steel chains 

from which he can never escape.

His family, including his parents and 

relatives, knew about his addiction and 

tried to persuade Amer to quit. Despite 

their advice and guidance on giving up 

this dangerous substance, he continued to 

take this risky path.

One day, Amer, who worked in a 

private company, came back home and 

was received by his wife, Taghreed, 

with a frown. This had always been the 

scenario for completely neglecting his 

responsibilities as a husband and a 

father. 

As usual, Amer didn’t have a meal with 

Taghreed. He just went to his room and 

took a heroin shot. But something terrible 

happened not long after. He started 

screaming from unbearable pain, shouting 

for Taghreed to immediately call an 

ambulance and take him to the hospital.

The family rushed him to the hospital, 

where doctors performed several tests 

on the ailing man. He was admitted to 

the intensive care unit, and after a while, 

a doctor came out to give Taghreed and 

other family members a shocking news: 

Amer was suffering from gangrene, 

a serious disease that causes tissue 

death and eventual loss of limb or even 

an organ. In Amer’s case, his arm was 

affected by this dreaded disease.

The gangrene infection had taken hold 

of his body some time ago, but Amer 

They had to discuss Amer’s condition 

frankly with Taghreed, his parents, and 

other close family members. The family 

had to know what was really happening—

the gangrene infection was spreading 

rapidly through his arm and it could 

spread to other parts of the body.

The doctors explained to the family 

that the infection couldn’t be cured with 

medication since it hadn’t been detected 

in the early stages. At this point, it could 

only be contained, and the only way was 

to amputate his arm.

Next, the doctors told Amer about his 

family’s decision. He couldn’t take it and 

immediately refused.
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The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

THE SECOND 
MARRIAGE

Dr Samar Al-Shamsi is an internationally respected artist who is 
renowned for her commissioned portraits of high-profile individuals, including 

the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, UAE President His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, US President Barack Obama, and others.

Not being able to see the negative consequences of our 
individual actions is a major cause of rifts in married life

COLUMN

touching upon the idea of marrying 

another woman. It is her legal right to 

be informed of his decision and choose 

whether to ask for divorce or stay. Most 

wives mostly choose to stay for stability 

considerations, not financially but 

T
he impact of a failed marriage 

remains a tricky subject. Some 

couples are in the dark in terms 

of their mutual obligations. And if these 

are not discerned, cracks may soon 

begin to creep in their relationship. 

When it stands unresolved, the husband 

may start pondering over another 

marriage while his wife may think of 

divorce. So, both of them must know 

that they are bound by mutual rights 

and obligations to avoid bitter 

consequences: leaving or looking 

elsewhere. 

Based on scientific research findings 

of social historians, the deaths of a 

huge number of men in wars in recent 

history demographically deprived 

women of husbands. A generation of 

southern women, for example, faced 

the prospect of becoming spinsters 

reliant on their families for support.

One of the many causes of a rift in 

marriage that sends a man into thinking 

about a second marriage is having a 

bossy and dominant wife. When 

tensions at home become an ordinary 

sight, he might start thinking of walking 

away and ending the marriage. 

Meanwhile, children usually bear the 

brunt of failed marriages. But do we 

Faith, contentment, 
and finding a 
common ground 
for a harmonious 
household are divine 
teachings that we 
must follow

emotionally for the most part. No 

mother of course would want to wreak 

havoc on the psychological stability of 

her children. 

A second marriage may sometimes 

be a wake-up call to issues overlooked 

by the first wife as well, like failing to 

fully commit to her married life due to 

work. For instance, a career woman 

might think that her monthly pay 

cheque will secure her a stable life 

without her husband in the picture. But 

such a belief only leads to an unstable, 

failing household. This is not to accuse 

women, but there are many cases like 

this piling up in religious courts.

Faith, contentment, and finding a 

common ground for a harmonious 

household are divine teachings that we 

must follow. Not being able to see the 

negative consequences of our 

individual actions is a major cause of 

rifts in married life.

People need to understand that 

polygamy is God’s sunna on Earth, to 

help it thrive, to give the divorced a 

chance to start anew with another 

match, and to balance the ratio 

between the population of men and 

women. For men, the timing of a second 

marriage is one of life’s arts.

want to see our society with a 

generation full of hatred?

While marriage in general is governed 

by divine law, polygamy exists. 

However, in this set up, the husband 

has to be aware and considerate 

enough of his first wife’s feelings. He 

must approach her with utmost 

sensitivity and understanding when 
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BY DR FALEH HANDHAL 

WE MOVE THROUGH THE HISTORY OF MOROCCO, INCLUDING THE HUGE 
16TH CENTURY CONFLICT THAT EXPELLED INVADERS, TO ARRIVE AT THE 

EARLY 20TH SCENE OBSERVED BY A FRENCH TRAVELLER

THE
BATTLE
OF THE 

THREE KINGS

HISTORYHISTORY

Ksar of Ait-Ben-Haddou, ancient city in Morocco

W
e are exploring Morocco in the early 

20th century, through the eyes of French 

traveller and author André Chevrillon, 

who visited in 1905, during the reign of Sultan 

Abdulaziz ibn Al-Hassan I, ruler from 1894 to 1908 

and a descendant of the Alawite state that exists until 

today. His book, titled Journey to Morocco, translated 

by Dr Farid Zahi, was published by the Department of 

Culture and Tourism – Abu Dhabi in 2010.

Going into the pages of the book requires a brief 

account of Morocco’s political dynasties, and in the 

previous chapter of this series, we looked at the 

Almoravid state, the Almohad state, and the Marinid 

state. As we learned at the end of the previous 

chapter, the Marinid state fell into chaos following the 

assassination of Sultan Abdulhaq ibn Abu Said Al-

Marini in 1465. A few years later, minister Mohammad 

ibn Al-Sheikh Abu Zakareya managed to occupy Fez 

in 1472, and the Wattasian state was established.

This was also around the time when the 

intensive Portuguese expansion began on 

Morocco’s Atlantic coast. 
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sides ended in a settlement. However, 

other problems emerged. A pro-Wattasi 

movement led by Abu Hassoun Al-

Wattasi ended in a conspiracy and the 

assassination of Sultan Muhammad Al-

Shaykh Al-Sa’adi in 1557.

The latter’s son named Sultan Abdullah 

Al-Ghalib became a known figure to the 

kings of the state of Saadia. In 1574, he 

was succeeded by his son, Mohammad Al 

Mutawakil, after his death. Al Mutawakil 

faced some disagreements with his 

uncles, leading to his fall in 1576 and the 

beginning of the Abdulmalek state. 

Then king Sebastian of Portugal 

prepared a strong attack to take over the 

Maghreb region (North Africa). The troop 

strength reached 50,000, when soldiers 

Emir Ahmed Al-Mansour 
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THE WATTASIAN STATE

Around 1500 AD, Sultan Mohammed 

bin Mohammed Al-Shaikh Al-Wattasi, 

known as “Mohammed Orange” or 

“Mohammed Portuguese”, ruled Morocco, 

which was confronting Spain and 

Portugal, the two countries that almost 

took over Morocco’s coasts.

The Spanish occupied the city of Agadir 

and the city of Mers El-Kebir, while Portugal 

occupied about 14 cities located on the 

west coast of Morocco. This provoked a 

strong reaction amongst the people of 

Souss, who chose a leader named Sheikh 

Mohammed Al-Mubarak. They made a deal 

and he called himself “Mohammed who 

follows the command of God”. He was also 

known as “Abu Abdullah Al Qa’im”.

In 1510, Morocco was divided into two 

kingdoms: the Kingdom of Fez in the north, 

ruled by Sultan Muhammad ibn Muhammad 

Al-Shaykh Al-Wattasi, who took the city 

of Fez as his capital; and the Kingdom of 

Souss in the south, ruled by Abu Abdullah 

Al Qa’im and his son Ahmed, nicknamed 

Ahmed Al A’araj.

In 1549, the ruler of Souss, Sultan 

Muhammad Al-Shaykh Al-Sa’adi, was able 

to finally seize power from the last Wattasi 

ruler, and the Saadian State emerged.

When Sultan Muhammad Al-Shaykh 

Al-Sa’adi ruled Morocco, its neighbouring 

country Algeria had fallen into the hands of 

the Ottoman sultanate. 

The Ottomans also eyed Morocco 

during the days of Sultan Suleiman 

Al Qanouni. A clash between the two 

A depiction of an ancient Moroccan cavalry

from different European countries 

were combined. On July 9, 1578, king 

Sebastian made it to Tangier port. Sultan 

Abdullah Farah then called for Jihad to 

counter the danger.

Days later, king Sebastian commanded 

his troops to march through the hills 

overlooking the right bank of Wadi Al 

Makhazen river, so that he could set a 

plan to cross the river. The Moroccan 

army, led by Sultan Abdulmalek Al-

Mu’tasim himself, and Turkish troops 

arrived from Algeria, waiting for the 

crossing of king Sebastian. Despite of 

the severe intestinal disease he suffered 

from, Sultan Abdulmalek Al-Mu’tasim 

headed his army.

The Portuguese troops crossed the 

river and the clash 

took place the next 

morning, August 4, 

1578. This was the 

biggest battle in the 

history of Arabs, led 

by the Moroccan 

Sultan swaying over 

his horse from the 

severity of sickness. 

The Moroccan 

swords found their 

way to enemies’ 

necks. 

However, the 

Sultan died during 

the battle from 

natural causes, but 

the Moroccan army 

was not shaken, 

King Sebastian of Portugal
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as his brother, emir Ahmed Al-Mansour, 

succeeded him, led the troops to fight 

with valour that caused the European 

forces to scatter. King Sebastian 

remained alone, fighting against the Arab 

cavalry led by emir Ahmed.

Allegedly, three horses ridden by 

Sebastian were killed as he tried to 

gather his fugitive army. Eventually, 

he was knocked down and killed by 

Moroccan swords.

This battle ended with the greatest 

Arab victory. The battle became known 

in Morocco as the Battle of the Three 

Kings. In one day three kings were killed 

in battlefield, namely Sultan Abdulmalek 

Al-Mu’tasim, the dethroned Mohammad Al 

Mutawakil, and king Sebastian of Portugal.

The Saadian state ruled until 1650, and 

that was when the existing Alawite state 

emerged.

THE FRENCHMAN’S JOURNEY BEGINS

The traveller André Chevrillon, author 

of Journey to Morocco, left France on a 

ship in April 1905 and arrived at Tangier, 

where he took another ship, carrying 

many Arabs and Jews, to go to Larache, 

then to Ksar El-Kebir and finally to Fez. 

The ship passed by Asilah and 

landed at Larache port the next day. 

Chevrillon stayed there. He left us a 

short description of Larache and the 

home where he lived for a while, waiting 

for a convoy to take him to Fez. He 

described the room: “It is a narrow room 

with European furniture, but it has nice 

fragrances emanating from the shops of 

the nearby market. It had the Arab spirit 

of the Moroccan house that emanates 

from the walls and the scent of rare 

woods.”

HISTORYHISTORY

This battle ended 
with the greatest 
Arab victory. The 

battle became 
known in Morocco 
as the Battle of the 

Three Kings   

He added: “It is enough for me to 

smell this. At seven in the morning, the 

city’s residents pile up in a narrow alley 

between grain bags, inverted stands, 

donkeys attached to the walls, a mixture 

of Jews with their black cloaks, robe-

bedouins, and dressed women. All this 

crowd bargaining for goods. “They are 

pale and gloomy, especially the ones 

dressed in mourning and their short-

skirted daughters walking barefoot, and 

they appear even paler with the contrast 

between their red and yellow shoulders. 

This translucent egg skin quickly 

dissolves in the alleys. We notice that 

Muslims are white-skinned and they look 

manlier in their shops. On the contrary, 

the villagers who sell herbs are beautiful.” 

“In one corner of the market there is a 

‘door of mystery’ overlooking vast green 

hills of Larache, which end with cliffs near 

the sea. They sell herbs, animals, goats, 

and sheep. There are caravans carrying 

tea, sugar, and wax boxes to Fez. From 

a distance, a Moroccan castle protecting 

Larache from the pirates, highlights the 

pride of the great past of the Moroccans. 

On April 4, I left Larache, went to Ksar El-

Kebir before I arrived in Fez,” he wrote.

DESCRIPTION OF KSAR EL-KEBIR

The French traveller arrived on April 

5, 1905 in this city, which overlooks the 

Loukkos river and where the Battle of 

Alcácer Quibir (Ksar El-Kebir) took place 

in 1578. 

Chevrillon gave a short description of 

the city: “It is a city of the countryside of 

Morocco, but it lost its lustre of the great 

Arab past, its alleys now are no longer 

made up of Arabic tiles and stones, they 

are paths in which people wrapped in 

cloaks roam slowly. Everywhere, there 

are ancient shrines of brick and cracked 

gypsum in all places of prayer. Alas, in 

a market that had shops of medicine, 

perfume, and steel, now magic materials 

are sold in those shops and people 

thought there are Jinn dwellings under 

the ground.

“It is the city of Ksar El-Kebir. This city, 

which I only pass by, is represented by 

the winding alleys and the wobbly voice 

of the muezzin all over the city as an 

anthem for lasting peace. At the end, we 

left this great city, going to Fez on April 7,” 

the traveller wrote.

Battle at Ksar El-Kebir, depicting the encirclement of the Portuguese army on the left
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It is the city of Ksar 
El-Kebir. This city, 

which I only pass by, 
is represented by the 
winding alleys and 

the wobbly voice 
of the muezzin all 
over the city as an 
anthem for lasting 

peace 
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TAKE A PEEK AT THE NEWEST MUST-HAVE HIGH-TECH ELECTRONIC DEVICES

GADGETS

Like with Instagram or a few other social network 
apps, Pixlr lets you edit already taken photos 
through the app or directly take photos with the 
app. A notable feature of Pixlr is that it lets you 
layer images, i.e. put one (or more) image on top of 
another to create a collage effect. Colour effects 
include putting a rainbow fringe on your original 
picture and then adding various colour tones to it. The 
app also supplies some partially-transparent overlays, 
such as glittering lights. There are lots of stickers and 
fun texts to customise the image. Standard photo 

This is one of the apps recommended 
by professional photography editors. 
Its ease of use is one of its most 
positive points; you can quickly add 
some effects and post the image 
without getting lost in the app 
features. All the styles and tools are 
at the bottom of the app screen, and 
you can adjust the intensity by 
swiping left or right. If you’ve used 
Instagram, then this app would feel 
quite familiar and comfortable. Some 
of its nice effects include Drama, 
Grunge, and Glamour Glow.

APP NAME: PIXLR

APP NAME: SNAPSEED

APPS TO ACE THAT SHOT
With the winter festivals and UAE National Day celebrations, soon to be followed by New Year’s Eve, this is the 
month for photography frenzy. Here are some camera apps that can help you post almost pro-quality images

More and more people are paying close attention to the camera features of smartphones. No matter how 
advanced the camera lens of mobile phones are, it can always do with a little help from a photo editing app. Of 

late, the app stores have practically been bursting at the seams with such apps. Here are a few that are highly rated 
by tech experts.

editing tools such as adjusting contrast, blur, hue, 
sharpen, smooth, saturation, and lightness settings 
come with the app.
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For selfie lovers, this is a great app. Alongside standard 
features that let you crop, straighten, rotate, adjust 
brightness and contrast, fill light etc, this app has a 
red-eye remover, eye colour changer, lipstick applier, 
wrinkle remover, and even a teeth whitener tool. But 
many of its effects are locked as a ‘Plus feature’, and a 
user needs to ‘Upgrade’ to use them.

Who hasn’t heard of Adobe Photoshop? And it’s nice 
to have some of that image editing power on the 
mobile device. Each filter in the app, such as ‘Black & 
White’, ‘Charm’ and ‘Splash’ has sub-filters that add a 
particular effect to the image. There’s even a blemish 
correction feature, indicated by a little Band-aid icon. 
Inside the app, there’s a beta version that allows you 
to add little splashes of light (‘Light leaks’), create a 
background blur (‘Bokeh’), use overlays (‘Grunge’), or 
create a crumpled paper effect (‘Paper’). 

Love making collages of your favourite moments? Try 
this app. Its new beta version doesn’t require the Flash 
player. The app has tonnes of collage templates that 
let you create one in a jiffy – even if you don’t go for 
the locked ‘Pro’ collage templates, there’s plenty 
offered for free. You can drop images in the collage 
slots directly from Facebook, Google Images, or 
Dropbox. Once you let the app access your Facebook 
images (it can auto-detect your albums), it can also 
pull your images from Instagram (now owned by 
Facebook). A preloaded gallery that comes with the 
app lets you practise making a collage. The app, 
however, has no zooming in or out feature.

APP NAME: BEFUNKY

APP NAME:

ADOBE PHOTOSHOP EXPRESS

APP NAME: PIZAP
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NEW INTERNATIONAL MOVIE RELEASES COMING SOON 
TO CINEMAS NEAR YOU

JUMANJI: THE NEXT LEVEL 
DIRECTOR: JAKE KASDAN
STARRING: DWAYNE JOHNSON, KAREN GILLAN, JACK BLACK, 
KEVIN HART, DANNY DEVITO, DANNY GLOVER
MOVIE TYPE: SEQUEL

MOVIES

The world’s most exciting and incredible game Jumanji is back, with the next level of 

challenge. Ruby Roundhouse (Gillan) is pulled into the game, where she meets the younger 

selves (Johnson and Hart) of some granddad types (DeVito and Glover). As they have to 

play along, they discover that nothing comes as expected. The players have to brave parts 

unknown and unexplored, from the arid deserts to the snowy mountains, in order to escape 

this dangerous game.

RICHARD JEWELL

DIRECTOR: CLINT EASTWOOD
STARRING: PAUL WALTER HAUSER, SAM ROCKWELL, KATHY 
BATES, JON HAMM, OLIVIA WILDE
MOVIE TYPE: DRAMA

A story of how a common man who does something heroic is portrayed as villainous 

by two very powerful forces – the government and the media. A security guard 

(Hauser) reports on the knapsack bomb at the 1996 summer Olympics in Atlanta, 

United States, and helps clear bystanders – and then he finds himself vilified and 

suspected of being involved in the attack.

STAR WARS: THE RISE OF SKYWALKER

DIRECTOR: JJ ABRAMS
STARRING: DAISY RIDLEY, JOHN BOYEGA, ADAM 
DRIVER, MARK HAMILL, ANDY SERKIS, GUGU 
MBATHA-RAW 
MOVIE TYPE: SCI-FI

The final installment of the Star Wars triple trilogy sees the newly minted 

Jedi warrior Rey (Ridley) and the ambitious warlord Kylo Ren (Driver) crossing 

lightsabres again, the force surging through both of them. It’s a given that light 

will win over darkness, but with the empire so strong, and the rebels having 

suffered such heavy losses, this is as hard as it gets.
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It’s raining autobiographies from some of the world’s most iconic entertainers. There 
are also lots of advice and insights about the AI era and relationships

BOOKS

It’s him
Title: Me
Author: Elton John 
Publisher: Henry Holt and Co.
Price: $30 (Dhs110) (Hardcover)

In his first and only official autobiography, music icon Elton John reveals the truth about his 

extraordinary life, from his rollercoaster lifestyle (as shown in the 2019 film Rocketman) to 

becoming a living legend.

Reginald Dwight in real life, he was a shy boy with Buddy Holly glasses who grew up in the 

London suburb of Pinner and dreamed of becoming a pop star. By the age of twenty-three 

he was performing his first gig in America, facing an astonished audience in his bright yellow 

dungarees, a star-spangled T-shirt, and boots with wings. Elton John had arrived, and the music 

world would never be the same again.

His life has been full of drama, from the early rejection of his work with song-writing partner Bernie 

Taupin to spinning out of control as a chart-topping superstar. All through his superstardom, Elton was hiding a drug addiction that 

would grip him for over a decade. In Me, the musician writes powerfully about changing his life and becoming a father.

And it’s her
Title: Home Work: A Memoir of My Hollywood Years
Authors: Julie Andrews, Emma Walton Hamilton
Publisher: Hachette Books
Price: $30 (Dhs110) (Hardcover)

In her first critically acclaimed memoir, Home, Julie Andrews recounted her difficult childhood and 

her emergence as an acclaimed singer and performer on the stage. In Home Work, co-written with 

her daughter Emma Walton Hamilton, the star picks up the story with her arrival in Hollywood and her 

phenomenal rise to fame with her earliest films, Mary Poppins and The Sound of Music. 

In this book, Andrews describes her years in the film industry – from the incredible highs to the 

challenging lows. Not only does she discuss her work in now-classic films and her collaborations with 

giants of cinema and television, but she also unveils her personal story of adjusting to a new and often 

daunting world, dealing with the demands of unimaginable success, being a new mother, end of first marriage, and falling in love with 

Blake Edwards, with whom she made Victor/Victoria, garnering multiple Oscar nominations.

Know thyself
Title: The Body: A Guide for Occupants 
Author: Bill Bryson 
Publisher: Doubleday
Price: $30 (Dhs110) (Hardcover)

Bill Bryson, best known as the author of A Short History of Nearly Everything, takes us on a head-to-

toe tour of the marvel that’s the human body. He guides us through the body – how it functions, its 

remarkable ability to heal itself, and the ways it can fail. Full of extraordinary facts (your body made a 

million red blood cells since you started reading this) and Bryson-esque anecdotes, the book will lead 

you to a deeper understanding of the miracle that’s life.
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On the occasion of 48th National Day

We take immense pride and great pleasure in extending
our sincerest congratulation and best wishes to

His Highness Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

and Their Highnesses Members of the Supreme Council and Rulers of the UAE
and to all the people of the UAE

His Highness Sheikh

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Vice President, Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai

His Highness Sheikh

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the UAE



ENVIRONMENT

Pesticides threatening aquatic life of Great Barrier Reef

LARGE quantities of harmful chemicals, 

some that are banned in the European 

Union and North America, are finding their 

way into the waters in and around Australia, 

scientists have said. This is threatening, 

Recycle plastic bottles and ride for free in Dubai
DUBAI’S latest scheme to get rid of the 

scale of waste generated daily offers a cash 

reward for recycling. For every 50 bottles 

brought in for recycling at the Mall of the 

Emirates, one got a Dhs25 credit on a gifted 

Nol card. This offer was valid for the first 

500 people who participated in the scheme 

last November.

A recycling machine for accepting the 

bottles has been installed at the Mall of 

the Emirates. The initiative, still in its pilot 

stage, is part of the eco-friendly strategy of 

the retail conglomerate Majid Al Futtaim. 

The company has announced that it would 

phase out single-use plastics by 2025.

While it’s possible to discourage or ban 

single-use plastic bags or food containers 

and cutlery, it’s a little more difficult to 

persuade people to change their bottle 

water habit. Most people in Dubai – and in 

the UAE – buy bottled water, even though it 

has been 10 years now since the Emirates 

Environmental Group, an NGO working with 

the government, declared that tap water 

in Dubai was completely safe to drink. 

Therefore, it’s entirely possible to fill up a 

bottle at home, carry it around, and get it 

refilled anywhere. But would people do it?

The new recycling initiative by 

Majid Al Futtaim may limit some of the 

environmental damage done by bottled 

water. Ibrahim Al-Zu’bi, Chief Sustainability 

Officer, Majid Al Futtaim – Holding told 

Dubai media, “The pilot was launched 

in MAF’s partnership with Roads and 

Transport Authority (RTA), and was 

inaugurated by HE Dr Thani bin Ahmed Al 

Zeyoudi, Minister for Climate Change and 

Environment, on November 5.”

Zu’bi said, “Based on the success of 

the pilot, the programme will eventually 

be linked to MAF’s loyalty programme, 

Share, where customers will get points for 

recycling efforts.”

amongst other things, the magnificent 

natural wonder called the Great Barrier Reef.

These facts were revealed by a study 

led by Dr Jon Brodie from the ARC Centre 

of Excellence for Coral Reef Studies 

at James Cook University. He said that 

pesticides were found at concentrations 

exceeding Australia’s own water quality 

guidelines. This has very dangerous 

implications, since insecticides and 

herbicides affect life both in freshwater 

and seawater. “The notorious insecticide 

imidacloprid – now banned for its effects 

on bees across Europe, the USA and 

soon to be banned in Canada – is found 

in many freshwater streams and estuaries 

in the Great Barrier Reef and also 

Queensland more broadly. This can have 

a serious effect on aquatic life,” said Dr 

Brodie.

Pesticide management is jointly 

handled by Australia’s national and state 

governments. “There is no evidence at the 

moment that imidacloprid may be banned 

or regulated more closely in Australia,” said 

the scientist.
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The year 2018 marks 100 years since the birth of the  
late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the Founding  
Father of the UAE, who passed away in 2004.

To commemorate this historic national occasion, 
His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
President of the United Arab Emirates has declared 

Year of Zayed.

47
PASSION TO PROTECT  is more than just a slogan, 
it’s a way of life for NAFFCO. Keeping you safe and 
your property secure is our business. With a global 
network spanning over 100 countries, NAFFCO 
has been recognized as the unparalleled  leader in  
fire safety. In recognition of our outstanding growth 
and commitment  to quality, we have been certified 
with ISO 14001 & OHSAS 18001 and awarded the 
prestigious Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum 
business excellence award for four years, in areas 
including manufacturing and exports.
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Incense smoke may harm you, says Abu Dhabi study 
WE know that tobacco smoke is the villain, 

causing the body to develop many kinds of 

diseases. Car exhaust fumes are clearly harmful 

either. But hardly anyone thinks badly of the 

smoke from incense sticks, which is usually 

aromatic and relaxing and used widely in East 

Asian and Middle Eastern cultures.

A new study of the New York University Abu 

Dhabi (NYUAD), in collaboration with several 

institutions, has revealed that incense smoke 

can potentially harm your health. The study 

suggests that the smoke could increase the 

risks of oral infection and other diseases.

The study was based on mouthwash samples 

taken from 300-plus adult Emiratis and the 

analysis of their oral micro-organisms. Then, this 

data was matched against the data on incense 

use by the case studies. With the two sets of data, 

the researchers concluded that more frequent use 

of incense sticks was linked with a higher level of 

oral micro-organism diversity. This change in the 

oral eco-system was visible even in those who 

used incense less frequently.

Oral ecology was essential for good health 

and any disruption could lead to ailments, the 

study emphasised.

Some past studies carried out internationally 

said that incense smoke had a high 

concentration of pollutants, including carbon 

monoxide and nitric oxide. While incense isn’t 

smoked directly like a cigarette and its smoke 

is much thinner compared to exhaust smoke, 

the modern mass-produced incense sticks 

are certain to have chemicals. When their 

concentration builds up, especially in the smaller 

confines of individuals’ homes, those chemicals 

can be quite harmful, too.

“For the first time, we are showing an association 

between incense use and changes in micro-

organism composition that inhabit the oral cavity,” 

said the Abu Dhabi study’s lead author Yvonne 

Vallès, Lecturer of Genetics at the University of the 

West Indies, speaking to Abu Dhabi media.

Raghib Ali, Director of NYUAD’s Public Health 

Research Centre, told the media, “This is an 

important first step in understanding how incense 

may affect human health and to really understand 

how it may contribute to common chronic 

diseases among Emiratis.”

The study was a collaboration amongst 

28 researchers from institutions, including 

NYUAD, NYU in New York, Cleveland Clinic in 

Abu Dhabi, Khalifa University of Science and 

Technology, Zayed University, UAE University, 

Zayed Military Hospital, Sheikh Khalifa Medical 

Centre, Seha, and the University of the West 

Indies in Barbados.

Gut bacteria key to childhood obesity

OVERWEIGHT and obese children are a 

concern all around the world. But what causes 

this abnormal weight gain and what can be 

done to control it? Received wisdom has 

always blamed things like not enough activity 

and too much junk food. But now, scientists 

have suggested that gut bacteria play a key 

role in making children fat, or not.

“The medical community used to think that 

obesity was a result of consuming too many 

calories. However, a series of studies over the 

past decade has confirmed that the microbes 

living in our gut are not only associated with 

obesity but also are one of the causes,” said 

Hariom Yadav, lead author of the review and 

Assistant Professor of Molecular Medicine at 

US’ Wake Forest School of Medicine.

His research, published in Obesity Reviews, 

analysed existing studies on the interaction 

between gut microbes and immune cells and 

the impact that could have on a child’s weight. 

This interaction can be inherited by a baby 

even when it is a foetus. The research also 

looked at how a pregnant woman’s health, diet, 

exercise, medicine intake, birth method (natural 

or caesarean), and feeding method (formula or 

breast milk) could affect a child’s weight later.

HEALTH NEWS
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WHAT THE MONTH
HAS IN STORE

HOROSCOPE

Aries (March 21 – April 19)

This month will remind you of an important realisation that 

you are in control of your life. Your emotions, behaviour, and 

circumstances in your life are all outcomes of your decisions. You 

will understand that while others can influence your life’s course, you are the one 

who makes the final decisions - so have faith in your abilities.  

Taurus (April 20 – May 21)

Feelings of happiness can flourish when nourished by sharing fun and 

laughter with loved ones. You may find that the joy you feel doubles 

and triples as you connect with your family. Consider reaching out to 

seldom seen relatives and friends today to simply share stories about your life. Experiences 

become even more joyful and invigorating when you have people to share them with.

Gemini (May 22 – June 20)

Spending time with positive, outgoing individuals when you feel compelled 

to seek out companionship can lift you out of a funk and rewrite your 

emotional subtext. The laughter that rings out and the smiles on your 

companions’ faces will inspire lightheartedness within you. Their words will be like music to your 

ears, prompting you to sing along, and adopt the mood of the group as your own.

Cancer (June 21 – July 22)

When you use your intelligence and the skills you have learned to help 

others succeed, the gifts you earned as you struggled to attain your 

current position will reveal themselves. You’ll begin to feel comfortable 

making use of your talents and will no longer feel compelled to downplay them in 

conversation. Giving others confidence will help you reach a new level of self-assurance.

Leo (July 23 – August 22)

Consider taking time to think about ways to add more substance to 

your goals, perhaps by adding a new dimension to them or aiming 

even higher. This may also be a good time to take a calculated risk 

such as asking for a raise or taking on a new project. If you feel hindered by self-limiting 

thinking today, remember that the power to do anything is within you.

Virgo (August 23 – September 22)

The more aware you are of how others act and react, the better equipped you 

are to both connect with honest individuals and avoid being hurt by those 

with fraudulent intentions. If you take both words and deeds into account, 

your capacity to identify the truth will increase. You may find that you feel more confident amongst 

your peers if you take their actions into account when examining their integrity.

 

Libra (September 23 – October 22)

When you actively endeavour to make your family members and close 

friends a part of your life, you demonstrate that your affection for 

them is so strong that it inspires to seek opportunities to bask in it. 

They can clearly see that you are sincerely enamoured by their presence, since you do not 

wait for any occasion to bring people together.

Scorpio (October 23 – November 21)

Determination will enable you to move forward with your plans 

even when all odds seem to be against you. When you’re confident 

that your efforts will result in success, you’re more apt to take those 

complex tasks. Your self-assurance ensures that you encounter challenges with hope in 

your heart and do not become discouraged when our endeavours go awry.

Sagittarius (November 22 – December 21)

You are eager to do all you can to ensure that your endeavours are 

victorious. Though you may have to face some challenges or cope with 

roadblocks along the way, you understand that you’re fully capable of 

achieving all you have set out to do. This sincere faith can fuel your optimism, enabling 

you to reach new heights in your career and life in general. 

Capricorn (December 22 – January 19)

You may feel realistic as you strive to build the life you desire given 

the circumstances and conditions you must adapt to. Because of this 

approach, you may discover that you can readily find ways to circumvent 

difficulties in your workplace as well as issues preventing you from fulfilling your personal 

goals. This may be the month for you to begin sculpting the foundations for your future.

Aquarius (January 20 – February 18)

Keeping your thoughts and feelings private for a time after you have 

conceived of them affords you an opportunity to mull them over in 

your mind and analyse their substance. With your enthusiasm, you 

share ideas haphazardly, blurting them out in an effort to quell your excitement. Try to 

retain your thoughts and feelings. This will give you time to think over how it can affect 

you or someone else’s feelings.

Pisces (February 19 – March 20)

You must be able to recognise and comprehend those events and 

circumstances that will have a measurable effect on the course of your 

career and life. With this, you’ll begin to see many possibilities. Open 

your eyes to the horizon of possibilities this month, and you’ll begin see that the universe 

has provided you with numerous signs to follow.
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MediumEasy

SOLUTIONS
FOR THE NOVEMBER ISSUE

www.alberichcrosswords.com

www.dailysudoku.com

easy medium

PUZZLES
ACROSS
7  Played a role all over Delaware (7)
8  Old city (7)
9  3 down taking little time out for studies (4)
10  Assemble performance target nightly with 

retrospective sampling (9)
12  Supreme leader’s predecessor? (5)
13  Target to speak more frankly (8)
15  Chances slim for selfism (4)
16  Woman enthralling one county (5)
17  Ace backing for space (4)
18  Confused scene captured (8)
20  Little chap springing forward – or not (5)
21  Oddly calmer (9)
22  Parrot to cut hair (4)
24  Discovered in plaza, brought back to life (7)
25  Woman’s belt is silver darling (7)

DOWN
1  Poet’s festival requires experimental diet (4)
2  Stick with Oxford’s detectives? (8)
3  Dybbuks (6)
4  Old film star inspiring affection (8)
5  One’s reportedly soothed by music (6)
6  Long number between two transcendentals (4)
11  High Court (9)
12  Silence, darkness in the middle of a wood (5)
14  Old Norse official (2-3)
16  Sports copper mirror (8)
17  Photographers take Representative with bowl (8)
19  Dash starkers (6)
20  Mechanical engineer’s life ends at sea (6)
21  Gamble with a hundred on court matter (4)
23  Mercenary (4)

PUZZLES
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