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EDITOR’S NOTE

S
ummer is behind us, and that means looking forward to the 

UAE’s very pleasant winter, the school holidays, being out and 

about more. To make the most of this season, and to enjoy 

winter safely, we’d like to touch upon some things that impact 

our daily lives – sometimes we don’t know how much these things affect 

us until an incident has happened. But as they say, being forewarned is 

being forearmed.

The UAE has been getting a lot safer. A number of traffic-related 

violations have been dropping, such as violations related to seat belts and 

tyre checks, as you’ll see in this issue, and that means fewer lives lost in 

road accidents. 

There are some bad habits, however, that need to be weeded out. Many 

motorists seem unable to resist the urge to swerve suddenly, perhaps 

thinking that it’s no big deal. But it is. A second’s bad decision can leave 

someone dead. That someone could be the unlawful motorist himself or a 

lawful road user. Our big feature about it tells you why sudden swerving 

remains a top killer on the roads, and how you can help save lives.

Of course, the authorities around the UAE know that even the most 

intensive awareness campaigns won’t penetrate some very dense minds. 

Therefore, alongside stepping up campaigns, they’re constantly upgrading 

their security apparatus. This means the most cutting-edge technologies 

being incorporated into the security systems – flying police motorbikes, 

smart cameras at traffic intersections, mobile police stations, you name it. 

This country has it all. Our cover story on the latest edition of Gitex 

Technology Week 2018 brings you a round-up of what new-age security 

looks like.

But still, it’s our primary responsibility to maintain the safety of our homes 

– the law can advise, but it can’t monitor what we do indoors. 

So, while you’re planning your winter mini-break, do keep in mind that 

burglars might be watching, and that they’d know when you’re away and 

when your home can be looted. Our house safety feature in this issue 

outlines some cases and gives tips on keeping thieves away.

Another thing that happens at home is spouses turning enemies. 

There’s no loss of lives or material possessions here, but there’s loss of 

trust. This can lead to behaviour that’s downright illegal in the UAE. 

Whether your marriage is on the rocks or not, our feature on this topic will 

be very enlightening.

Once you’ve read through all that information on where danger lies and 

how you can make society safer, you’ll come to our ‘Tips & Trivia’ section, 

which is dedicated to the man who made this whole country possible – the 

founding father Sheikh Zayed, in time for his death anniversary this month. 

It’d be a fitting tribute to recall his principles and follow them in our daily 

lives. Those principles led him to scale heights of greatness.

Make winter a happy season

A number of 
traffic-related 
violations have 
been dropping, 

such as violations 
related to seat 
belts and tyre 

checks, as you’ll 
see in this issue, 
and that means 

fewer lives lost in 
road accidents
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Following the initiative of His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,

Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai,

We would like to extend our appreciation to a great leader who has won the 
hearts of his citizens through love, dedication and modesty;

the man who works day and night for the advancement of his people and 
the symbol of loyalty and leadership: His Highness

Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces.

Thank you, Mohammed bin Zayed
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Khalifa issues Public Debt Law to boost finance sector
deepening the local financial market 
for financing of companies operating 
in the country.

The Public Debt Law sets the general 
rules for the issuance and management of 
public debt. Under the provisions of this 
law, a ‘Public Debt Management Office’ 
shall be established at the Ministry of 
Finance, which will be directly subordinate 
to the Minister of Finance.

The Office will be responsible for 
proposing public debt management 
strategies and policies in coordination with 
the Central Bank of the UAE, implementing 
the strategies and policies approved by the 
Cabinet, and providing recommendations 
on issuance of public debt instruments. The 
Public Debt Management Office will also 
monitor financial risks as well as other risks 
associated with issuing and trading any 
public debt instruments, and propose 
solutions to manage and control these risks.

President amends law on establishment of port borders authority

Khalifa appoints new envoy, transport official

working mechanisms.
Additionally, the Deputy Head will 

formulate mechanisms of action, take 
appropriate measures, and contribute to 
decisions pertaining to the organisational 
structure, administrative and financial 
regulations to be proposed to the 
Authority’s Chairman, subject for the 
approval of the Chairman with the draft 
annual budget and its final accounts.

6, 11, and 12 of Federal Law Decree 
No. 6 of 2011.

In accordance with the decree, 
Article No 8 shall be added to the 
decree and states that the Deputy Head 
of the Authority shall be responsible for 
monitoring the implementation of laws, 
decisions, policies, plans and 
programmes related to the work of the 
Authority, as well as develop its 

Envoy to China.
The decision was published in the 

latest issue of the Official Gazette.
His Highness Sheikh Khalifa also issued 

PRESIDENT His Highness Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan issued Federal 
Law Decree No. 12 of 2018 amending 
certain provisions of Federal Law No. 6 
of 2011 as regards the establishment of 
the General Authority of Ports Borders 
and Free Zones Security.

The decree, published in the latest issue 
of the Official Gazette, stipulates the 
amendment of the provisions of Articles 

PRESIDENT His Highness Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, issued a decree 
appointing Khaldoon Khalifa Al 
Mubarak as the President’s Special 

a Federal Decree appointing Ahmed 
Mohamed Sharif Ali Mohammed Al 
Khouri as Director General of the Federal 
Transport Authority Land & Maritime.

PRESIDENT His Highness Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan issued Federal 
Decree Law No. (9) of 2018 on public 
debt, enabling the federal government to 

issue sovereign bonds, 
and help the banking 
sector meet 
international liquidity 
rules.

In addition, the law 
will enable banks to 
purchase government 
bonds in dirhams or 
foreign currencies, 
which will help them 
comply with Basel III 
requirements.

The issuance of 
sovereign bonds will 
support the Central 
Bank of the UAE’s 
role in liquidity 

management in the banking system. 
Further, the issuance of government 
debt securities will help benchmark the 
UAE dirham yield curve and thereby 
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quality of education in the Arab world, and I 
call on all those who have the ability to do 
so to launch similar initiatives,” HH Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid added.

UAE Cabinet approves ‘zero-deficit’ federal budget worth Dhs180 billion

Vice President discusses bilateral ties with Romanian PM

VP launches largest free Arabic e-learning platform “Madrasa”

Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of the 
Interior, and Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Presidential Affairs.

17.3% higher 
compared to its 
preceding budget 
worth Dhs51.4 billion.

The said budget for 
next year will be 
allocated to various 
sectors with a focus 
on those directly 
linked to citizens’ 
well-being, health, 
and education. It 
includes 42.3 percent 
for community development, 17 percent 
for education development, and 7.3 
percent for healthcare services.

The meeting of the UAE Cabinet was 
attended by Their Highnesses Lt General 

WAM

WAM

WAM

THE UAE Cabinet, chaired by His Highness 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE 
and Ruler of Dubai, approved a zero-deficit 
federal budget of Dhs180 billion for the next 
three years (2019-2021).

Fifty-nine per cent of the budget will go to 
education, health and social development, in 
line with the goals of UAE Vision 2021 to 
make the country one of the best countries in 
the world by its 50th anniversary.

“Citizens are top priority, and we have 
allocated the largest part of the budget to 
ensure their prosperity, health, education 
and security,” HH Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid said.

The 2019 budget was approved at a 
total value of Dhs60.3 billion, which is 

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and 
Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of 
Dubai, received Romanian Prime Minister 
Viorica Dancila at Zabeel Palace.

Their Highnesses Sheikh Hamdan bin 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, the Vice President and 
Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of 
Dubai, has launched ‘Madrasa’, the largest 
free e-learning platform in the Arab world.

It is a revolutionary new project under the 
umbrella of the Mohammed Bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum Global Initiatives, MBRGI.

The platform offers 5,000 Arabic 
educational videos on subjects including 
science and mathematics, and targets all 
levels of students from kindergarten to 
grade 12.

Crown Prince of Dubai and Chairman of 
Dubai Executive Council, Sheikh 
Maktoum bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Deputy Ruler of Dubai, and Lt 
General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of the Interior, attended the 
meeting of the two leaders.

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
met with Dancila to strengthen the 
relationship between the UAE and 
Romania by reviewing bilateral relations.
Dancila also wished to witness more 

development and progress between the 
two countries’ ties and commended the 
UAE for its pioneering stature at the 
regional and global arenas.

Present at the meeting were Their 

It aims to provide educational materials in 
Arabic online for free to over 50 million 
Arab students around the world.

“Building a better future for our region 
starts in the classroom and e-learning can 
bridge the knowledge gap in the Arab 
world. Technology can offer millions of 
Arab students the opportunity to develop 
their scientific capabilities. We aspire to 
provide a world-class education to every 
Arab child,” HH Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid said.

“The project contributes to improving the 

Highnesses Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al 
Maktoum, Chairman of Dubai Civil Aviation 
Authority and Chairman and CEO of Emirates 
Group; Sheikh Ahmed bin Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Chairman of Mohammed 
bin Rashid Al Maktoum Knowledge 
Foundation; Sheikh Mansour bin Mohammed 
bin Rashid Al Maktoum.

HE Mohammad bin Abdullah Al 
Gergawi, Minister of Cabinet Affairs and 
The Future; HE Dr Anwar bin Gargash, 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs; HE 
Reem bint Ibrahim Al Hashemy, Minister of 
State for International Cooperation; and HE 
Dr Sultan bin Ahmad Sultan Al Jaber, 
Minister of State, along with senior officials 
representing the two countries, also 
attended the meeting.
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Crown Prince Court

Mohamed bin Zayed, Macron reaffirm bilateral cooperation

Abu Dhabi Crown Prince receives Duke of York

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and 
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE 
Armed Forces, and President of the French 
Republic, Emmanuel Macron, discussed over a 
phone call ways of consolidating cooperation 
and friendship ties between the two countries.

The two leaders reaffirmed their robust 
bilateral relations and their determination to 
advance collaboration and joint action.

A number of issues of common concern were 
discussed by the two sides during the phone 
conversation.

Dhafra Region; Sheikh 
Tahnoun bin Mohammed 
Al Nahyan, Ruler`s 
Representative in Al Ain 
Region; Sheikh Hazza 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Deputy Chairman of Abu 
Dhabi Executive Council; 
Sheikh Nahyan bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees of Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan 
Charitable and Humanitarian Foundation; 
Lt General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of the Interior; Sheikh Khalid bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan Chairman of the Board 

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi 
and Deputy Supreme Commander of the 
UAE Armed Forces, received HRH Prince 
Andrew, Duke of York, at Qasr Al Bahr 
Palace, in Abu Dhabi.

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
welcomed Prince Andrew’s visit to the UAE 
and expressed pride over the UAE’s historic 
ties with the United Kingdom.

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed and 
Prince Andrew engaged in cordial talks and 
exchanged views on a number of topics of 
mutual interest.

Present during the meeting were Their 
Highnesses Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Ruler’s Representative in Al 

of Zayed Higher Organisation for 
Humanitarian Care and Special Needs, 
ZHO; Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al 
Nahyan, Minister of Tolerance; Sheikh 
Hamdan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan; and 
several senior officials.

FILE PHOTO

NEWSNEWS

Mohamed bin Zayed calls on youth to ‘create our present and future’
HIS Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu 
Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander 
of the UAE Armed Forces, has called on 
the youth to help create the present and 
the future of the nation.

At the Mohamed bin Zayed Majlis 
for Future Generations, HH Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed conveyed 
confidence in the abilities of today’s 
youth to carry the country to continued 
prosperity.

“We are confident in the role of the 
UAE’s ambitious youth, and we believe 
in their abilities to create the country’s 
present and future,” HH Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed said, adding that, 
“We always aim to qualify, motivate 

WAM

and empower them to take the nation’s 
flag and carry it to our supreme glory.”

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
attended 
keynote 
speeches and 
presentations of 
HH Lt General  
Sheikh Saif bin 
Zayed, Deputy 
Prime Minister 
and Minister of 
Interior; 
Khaldoon Al 
Mubarak, 
Chairman of the 
Abu Dhabi 
Executive Affairs 

Authority; and Mohamed Alabbar, 
Chairman of Emaar Properties, at the 
two-day event.
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Saif bin Zayed launches  Government Shared Services Conference
HIS Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior, launched the “2nd 
Government Shared Services Conference” 
organised by the Ministry of Interior.

The launch of the conference was 
attended by HE Sheikh Nahyan bin 
Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister for Tolerance; 
HE Dr Ahmad bin Abdullah Humaid Belhoul 
Al Falasi, Minister of State for Higher 
Education and Advanced Skills; HE Dr 
Obaid Al Hairi Salem Al Ketbi, UAE 
Ambassador to Australia, and HE Samuel 
Tan Chi Tse, Ambassador of Singapore to 
the UAE. Several other government officials 
were also present in the event. 

Interior Minister urges youth to follow in footsteps of Sheikh Zayed

Saif bin Zayed meets Jordan’s Minister of Communications 
HIS Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of the Interior, met 
with Jordan’s Minister of 
Communications and Information 
Technology, Muthanna Gharaybeh, on 
the sidelines of GITEX 2018.

During the meeting held in Dubai, the 
parties reviewed a number of issues of 
common interest and methods of 
furthering cooperation between the two 
countries in various fields.

WAM

WAM

WAM

HIS Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior, urged the youth to 
follow the footsteps of the country’s Founding 
Father, Sheikh Zayed, during the second 
day of the Mohamed bin Zayed Majlis for 
Future Generations. 

HH Sheikh Saif bin Zayed addressed the 

Government 
officials from the 
United States and 
Singapore 
participated in the 
conference while 
leading 
international 
officials presented 
working papers on 
their experiences.

The participants at 
the conference, which was a platform for 
exchanging international expertise and 
knowledge of government services, outsourcing 
and government shared services practices, 

discussed several topics related to the best 
methods and services to make customers happy, 
and explained the concept of shared services in 
terms of the government and private sectors.

youth: “You represent over 50 
per cent of the country’s 
citizens, and you’re the 
country’s real wealth, as 97 
per cent of you have higher 
degrees, and 32 per cent 
have a degree in notable 
scientific and medical 
specialisations.”

During the event, HH Sheikh 
Saif bin Zayed paid homage 

to the nation’s martyrs who sacrificed their 
very lives for the higher good of their 
homeland and delineated an indelible 
image of nobility that will go down in the 
annals of human history.

A brief documentary was screened at 
the beginning of HH Sheikh Saif bin 
Zayed’s speech, titled “ Emirati 

Experiment” that featured a number of 
inspirational leaders and their success 
stories, including Greek Commander 
Alexander the Great who, HH Sheikh Saif 
bin Zayed described as a role model for 
exceptional leaders.

HH Sheikh Saif bin Zayed’s speech 
invoked a vivid picture of the leadership 
model presented by the country’s 
founding father that was faithfully and 
innovatively pursued by the country’s 
leadership under HH President Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, HH Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice 
President and Prime Minister of the UAE 
and Ruler of Dubai, and HH Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown 
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces.

The meeting was 
attended by the 
delegation 
accompanying the 
Jordanian Minister 
and Juma Al 
Abbadi, 
Ambassador of 
Jordan to the UAE, 
and a number of 
Ministry of Interior 
officials.
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MoI forges strategic partnership with FEWA

programmes in the fields of environment, 
safety, emergencies, and evacuation drills; 
participation in relevant research and 
studies;  linking the electronic systems of the 
two sides to cope with emergencies; and 
exchange of employee experiences.

THE UAE Ministry of Interior (MoI) and the 
Federal Electricity and Water Authority 
(FEWA) have signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) to establish a 
permanent strategic partnership.

This was done in accordance with the 
directives of the wise leadership to 
implement a continuous, advanced and 
mutually beneficial cooperation to integrate 
efforts and exchange knowledge.

The MoU was signed at the headquarters 
of MoI in Abu Dhabi by Lt General Saif 
Abdullah Al Sha’far, Undersecretary at the 
Ministry of Interior, and Mohammed 
Mohammed Saleh, Director General of 
FEWA, in the presence of a number of 
officers from both sides.

The MoU stems from the dedication of the 
two sides to achieve all strategic goals and 
develop the capacities of all employees in 
accordance with best practices.

It also provides for the exchange of 

MoI launches Alamani Zayed initiative in Abu Dhabi

Major General Dr Ahmed Nasser Al 
Raisi, Inspector General of the Ministry of 
Interior, explained that the initiative 
coincided with the UAE’s celebration of 
the ‘Year of Zayed’ to highlight the noble 
values of the founding father, the late 
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, and 
his legacy for his people, generation after 
generation.

NEWSNEWS

training programmes and plans between 
the two sides in the legal, administrative, 
and strategic fields; holding of conferences, 
seminars, and workshops in the areas of 
awareness and professionalism; 
participation in training activities and 

THE Ministry of Interior (MoI) presented its 
initiative, called Alamani Zayed (meaning 
‘Zayed taught me’), as part of its initiatives for 
the year 2018 at Yas Mall in Abu Dhabi. 

The presentation was within the plan of 
action of the initiative to take it to  police 
headquarters across the country and a number 
of malls, and commercial centres every week 
so that all segments of society can participate. 

His legacy 
encompasses his 
principles – based on 
wisdom, respect, 
determination, will 
power, loyalty, love of 
country, and the 
willingness to sacrifice 
everything for it, as 
well as his local and 
global achievements.

Al Raisi emphasised that MoI is 
dedicated to strengthen community ties and 
to participate in instilling national values 
and positive behaviours. He added that 
the initiative is an expression of people’s 
love and respect towards the founding 
father, and that the Ministry’s team would 
move around the country to ensure the 
largest possible community participation.
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and innovation, which are key factors 
that made Abu Dhabi one of the safest 
cities in the world. Sheikh Sultan also 
praised the police force for achieving 
positive indicators in the fields of 
economy and tourism, as well as 
spreading happiness and safety in 
society.

Sheikh Sultan received membership No. 
70 of the ‘We Are All Police’ initiative and 

Sultan bin Tahnoun visits Abu Dhabi Police GHQ
SHEIKH Sultan bin Tahnoun Al Nahyan, 
Member of the Abu Dhabi Executive Council 
and Managing Director of the Emirates 
Foundation, was briefed on the development 
efforts of Abu Dhabi Police in the course of 
police and security work by following the 
best international practices.

Major General Mohammed Khalfan Al 
Rumaithi, Commander-in-Chief of Abu Dhabi 
Police, received Sheikh Sultan bin Tahnoun 
at the Abu Dhabi Police General 
Headquarters. Al Rumaithi reiterated that 
Abu Dhabi Police are keen to achieve the 
vision and aspirations of the wise 
leadership, in accordance with the plans of 
the Abu Dhabi Government and the highest 
international standards of excellence.

Al Rumaithi escorted Sheikh Sultan bin 
Tahnoun on a tour of the Police Legacy 
museum at the Abu Dhabi Police GHQ. 
The museum documents the inauguration 
of the GHQ by the President His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

Sheikh Sultan bin Tahnoun praised 
the pioneering achievements of Abu 
Dhabi Police in terms of development 

ADP conducts ‘Professional Integrity’ workshop
upholding the standards of integrity in 
key social sectors, and the principles of 
justice, equal opportunities, 
accountability and transparency.

1st Warrant Officer Mouza Al Jabri, 
from the Relations and Awareness 
Division at the Anti-Corruption 
Department, presented ethical concepts; 
standards of professional integrity and 
values; public awareness of law 
enforcement; coordination of efforts to 
prevent suspicions of corruption; and the 
creation of a national anti-corruption 
environment.

She also discussed the need to 
activate internal controls; apply codes 
of conduct in the public sector through 
legislation and effective work 
procedures; and to prevent the scourge 

a memorial shield in the presence of 
Major General Maktoum Ali Al Sharifi, 
Director General of Abu Dhabi Police, 
and sector directors of Abu Dhabi Police. 

Al Rumaithi said that the ‘We Are All 
Police’ initiative has strengthened the spirit 
of community solidarity towards achieving 
the vision and objectives of Abu Dhabi 
Police in maintaining the security and 
happiness in the Capital.

THE staff at Sheikh Khalifa Medical City 
in Abu Dhabi benefited from a 
workshop on ‘Professional Integrity’, 
which was conducted by Abu Dhabi 
Police as part of an awareness 
campaign to promote the values of 
professional integrity in health care, in 
collaboration with the Abu Dhabi Health 
Services Company (SEHA).

Colonel Matar Mu’ded Al Muhairi, 
Director of the Anti-Corruption 
Department at Abu Dhabi Police, 
underscored the keenness of the Abu 
Dhabi Police General Command to 
create a corruption-free environment, in 
cooperation with institutions and by 
promoting positive values and 
behaviours.

He pointed out the importance of 

of corruption, which negatively affects 
the basic rights of community members 
and businesses.
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Dhahi Khalfan inspects Saaed headquarters

Al Nuaimi launches Ajman Police smart service 

LIEUTENANT General Dhahi Khalfan 
Tamim, Deputy Chairman of Police and 
Public Security in Dubai, paid an 
inspection visit to the National Traffic 
Systems Company (Saaed) at its 
headquarters in Abu Dhabi.

Dhahi Khalfan praised the innovation at 
Saaed Smart Control Centre, where a 
team of experts talked about the latest 

technologies, systems, and applications 
related to organising road security, safety 
procedures, and accident management 
through an interactive presentation and 
direct indicators.

Hussain Ahmed Al Harthy, Chairman of 
the Board of Saaed, commended Dhahi 
Khalfan’s visit and explained that the centre, 
as part of its strategic plan 2021, is 

MAJOR General Sheikh Sultan bin 
Abdullah Al Nuaimi, Commander-in-Chief 
of Ajman Police, inaugurated the Smart 
Internet Supermarket service for detainees 
at the penal and correctional institution in 
Ajman, in the presence of Brigadier 
Mubarak Khalfan Al Razi, Director of the 
Penal and Correctional Institutions.

Al Nuaimi explained that the launch of 
this service aims to help inmates purchase 
food as quickly as possible and with the 
least effort on the employees’ part. This will 
be made possible by installing electronic 
tablet devices at each prison ward so that 
inmates can order what they need using the 
service that directly reaches an employee 
who processes the order by identifying the 

expanding its scope of services and 
operations across the UAE. He added, “We 
seek to be a regional leader and a global 
model in the development and delivery of 
innovative, smart and sustainable solutions 
and services to maintain the security and 
happiness of the community, and to take 
part in achieving the vision of the UAE and 
its national agenda.”

inmate’s card and password.
He added that the smart service 

includes receiving of inmates’ belongings 
and a communication programme.
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Al Marri attends workshop on air travel 

bringing together various government 
stakeholders in Dubai Airports, which 
handle an annual passenger traffic of 
85 million. (Dubai Airports owns and 
manages the operation of Dubai 
International Airport, the world’s number 
one airport for international passengers 
the Al Maktoum International Airport at 
Dubai World Central.)

Al Marri also highlighted the 
importance of continuous 
communication between stakeholders 
and teamwork, thus enhancing the 
reputation of the airports.

IN line with the directives of His Highness 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Vice President and Prime 
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, to 
facilitate and accelerate travel procedures 
through Dubai Airports, Major General 
Abdullah Khalifa Al Marri, Commander-in-
Chief of Dubai Police, attended the 
workshop titled ‘The Happy Traveller’s 
Journey’, organised by the General 
Department of Criminal Investigation in 
cooperation with the General Department 
of Airports Security at Dubai Police. 

The workshop was participated in by a 

number of government agencies operating 
at airports in the emirate. It discussed the 
best ways and measures to make travellers 
happy and to enhance the international 
reputation of Dubai Airports.

The participants stressed upon the 
importance of forming a joint working 
group of all stakeholders in Dubai 
Airports to increase passenger 
satisfaction and enhance the ease of 
procedures, especially by using smart 
technologies. They also developed a 
number of proposals.

Al Marri commended the workshop for 

Al Nuaimi honours RAK Police employees
MAJOR General Ali Abdullah bin Alwan Al 
Nuaimi, Commander-in-Chief of Ras Al 
Khaimah Police, honoured distinguished 
members of the police force for their 
efforts, commitment and dedication to 
providing services to the public, inspired 
by the strategy of the Ministry of Interior, 
which pays particular attention to the 

adoption of the principle of continuous 
and practical development.

Al Nuaimi praised the awardees for their 
achievements. He emphasised the keenness 
of RAK Police to recognise its outstanding 
employees, encourage them to become 
role models, and set an example of hard 
work for all their colleagues.

He pointed out that the urgent 
professional requirements, including rapid 
development of performance; the use of 
advanced technology in policing, 
especially in the field of creativity and 
innovation; and quick response to work 
requirements, to achieve the goals of the 
Ministry of Interior.
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UAQ Police tackle serious traffic accidents

Sharjah Police celebrate int’l day for visually impaired

THE Committee on Notification of Serious 
Traffic Accidents in Umm Al Quwain met to 
discuss new developments in the issues 
related to traffic accidents that took place 
since the beginning of this year. 

The committee studied the causes of such 
accidents, measures of prevention, 
procedures to be followed in the traffic 

THE General Command of Sharjah 
Police celebrated International Day of 
the White Stick and participated in the 
International Day of the White Stick 
march, which is dedicated to visually 

accident sketching and investigation, as 
well as the fundamental steps of traffic 
accident reconstruction. 

The meeting was chaired by Colonel 
Saeed Obaid bin Aran, Director of the 
Traffic and Patrols Department at UAQ 
Police, and Chairman of Traffic Accidents 
Committee in Umm Al Quwain emirate, in 

impaired people, the stick being a 
distinctive symbol of the blind. 

Sharjah Police manage the 
Community Police, Wasit 
Comprehensive Police Station, and 

the presence of his Deputy Colonel 
Hameed Ahmad Saeed and other 
members of the committee.

The committee has developed a number 
of procedures, with a recommendation to 
increase awareness on the importance of 
applying up-to-date traffic accident 
sketching procedures.

Zayed’s Fingerprint Volunteer Team. 
The police force appealed to members 

of society to help any visually impaired 
person when crossing the road, helping 
them reach their destination safely.

Al Ka’abi spearheads annual traffic department inspection

MAJOR General Mohammed Ahmed bin 
Ghanem Al Ka’abi, Commander-in-Chief of 
Fujairah Police, visited the Traffic and Patrols 
Department as part of the annual department 
inspection programme for the year 2018. 

He was accompanied by Brigadier Hamid 
Mohammed Al Yamahi, Director General of 
Police Operations, and Lt Colonel Khalid 
Abdullah Al Dhanhani, Director of the Office 
of Fujairah Police Commander-in-Chief.

during which the traffic indicators, main 
strengths, opportunities for improving 
performance and procedures, and the 
previous recommendations were 
presented and reviewed.

He praised the performance of the 
department and urged the employees to 
upgrade their work performance, to be 
innovative, and to utilise available 
technologies in the field of traffic.

Al Ka’abi met with the employees of the 
department and listened to their comments on 
the fundamental changes in procedures and 
the provision of services to the public such as 
payment of fines and vehicle impounding 
through the smart electronic systems.

He held a meeting with heads of 
divisions and branch managers in the 
presence of Brigadier Dr Ali Rashid Al 
Yamahi, Director of the Department, 
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Following the initiative of His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,

Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai,

We would like to extend our appreciation to a great leader who has won the 
hearts of his citizens through love, dedication and modesty;

the man who works day and night for the advancement of his people and 
the symbol of loyalty and leadership: His Highness

Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces.

Thank you, Mohammed bin Zayed



FACTS & FIGURES

1,580,000
The number of mobile users who utilised the smart 

MoI-UAE app, which reflects the Ministry of Interior’s 

keenness on introducing modern approaches to offer 

innovative services to the public. 

24
The number of services in the smart MoI-UAE app 

that have been updated for mobile users, in a bid of 

the Ministry of Interior to fully automate its processes.

150,000 

The number of buildings targetted by the civil 

defence to link to its operation rooms through the 

‘Hassantuk’ initiative that aims to optimise fire and 

emergency response.

2023
The target year of the Ministry of Interior to link more 

than 150,000 buildings and facilities across the 

country to a centralised fire alarm system, Hassantuk.

71
The number of officers from various general 

directorates under the Ministry of Interior who 

successfully finished five specialised courses, 

including  “Leadership Strategy and Management 

Excellence”, at the Officers Training Institute.

“The Ministry of Interior is working diligently to implement 
the fire monitoring system as per the government directives 
to link up residential homes to the civil defence control 
rooms. The Ministry has always exerted its best efforts to 
protect lives and properties by utilising the most advanced 
and innovative safety systems.”

Major General Jassem Mohammed Al Marzouqi, General Commander of Civil 
Defense at the Ministry of Interior, underscores the role of MoI’s initiative 
called “Hassantuk for Villas”, in providing end-to-end fire safety solutions.

“The Police Station Mode service is part of the Ministry of 
Interior’s efforts to achieve the UAE Vision 2021 of becoming a 
forerunner in Smart services. This would allow the Ministry to 
attain its desired objective, notably to streamline the provision of 
joint and innovative services to ensure customers’ convenience 
and happiness.”

Lt General Dhahi Khalfan Tamim, Deputy Chairman of the Dubai Police and 
General Security, calling upon community members to take advantage of 
the new e-police service launched by the Ministry of Interior that enables 
easy access to a set of smart services.
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Formerly known as Mercure Centre Hotel Abu Dhabi, 
the 215 room hotel is situated in the heart of 

Abu Dhabi’s bustling business district of Hamdan street.
Upgraded to 4 star hotel, Novel Hotel City Center is

the new brand of Danat Hotels & Resorts a division of 
the National Corporation for Tourism & Hotels (NCT&H).

WELCOME TO A BETTER EXPERIENCE
NOVEL HOTEL CITY CENTER

 
T +971 2 633 3555  F +971 2 621 0155

Novel Hotel City Center, PO Box 47136, Abu Dhabi, UAE

By Danat Hotels & Resorts
novel-danathotels.com

POP ADS.indd   186 3/25/18   9:53 AM



NEWS

UAE NEWS BULLETIN
POLICE NEWS, PEOPLE, NUMBERS AND EVENTS

A huge fire caused by a short circuit killed eight members of a 
family. Their villa, located in Baniyas neighbourhood, was gutted 
and the flames had raced through the house quickly. The 
youngest amongst the fatalities was a two-year-old child. Abu 
Dhabi Police called on the public to ensure the validity of 
electrical appliances, wiring and extensions in homes.

ABU DHABI

8

 
AJMAN

2 hours

2 years old

Firefighters controlled a blaze that burned one 
side of a 12-storey building in the Liwara 2 
area in just two hours. Some 300 residents of 
130 flats had to be evacuated. 

A 37-year-old businessman has been accused of 
raping his friend’s 22-year-old wife. The couple was 
visiting the businessman at his home for dinner, 
when the husband suddenly had to step out to 
attend to some work. This was the time when the 
incident took place. The husband only learned 
about it five days later when a female relative, to 
whom his wife confided, told him about the incident.
The man denies the accusation. The trial is 
adjourned to a later date.

DUBAI

5 DAYS

A toddler aged two fell off a quad bike and sustained 
serious head injuries. The boy also received serious 
blows to his upper body, affecting his lungs. His 
condition went from bad to worse despite being rushed 
to the hospital.

SHARJAH
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Dhs6,000
RAS AL KHAIMAH

In a campaign against underage driving, RAK 
Police caught about a hundred students in the 
past academic year. Releasing the figures 
recently, the police said that most of them were 
driving when the school day began, between 
7:30am and 8am. The maximum punishment for 
this offence is a three-month jail term and a 
Dhs6,000 fine. 

 

UMM AL QUWAIN

An accident right in the middle of the day killed one 
person on Emirates Road, in the direction of Dubai. A 
dumper truck, parked on one side of the road, was hit 
from behind by a pick-up truck around 1:45pm. 

A fire destroyed 23 caravans that house 
workers in the Murbeh area. No casualty was 
reported in the incident as civil defence 
quickly brought the blaze under control. The 
incident, however, has prompted the 
authorities to issue warnings to owners of 
warehouses to abide by fire safety rules.

23
FUJAIRAH

1:45pm
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COVER STORY

MACHINES
TO OUTSMART
THE FUTURE 

6

AT THE RECENTLY CONCLUDED GITEX TECHNOLOGY WEEK, 
SECURITY FORCES IN THE UAE SHOWCASED INNOVATION 
THAT’LL SOON BECOME PART OF OUR LIVES – FROM AN 
AIRPORT TUNNEL THAT RECOGNISES PASSENGERS TO 

POLICE STATION-ON-WHEELS

BY PARAG DEULGAONKAR

NOVEMBER 201820 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL

Security And Safety For AllSecurity And Safety For All



Security And Safety For All

NOVEMBER 2018 21999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL



COVER STORY

T
he UAE is at the forefront 

of developing and adopting 

cutting-edge technologies, 

aiming to fulfil its resolve of 

becoming an artificial intelligence-

powered society. Many of the 

applications of artificial intelligence are in 

the field of security, which is the priority 

of the government at all times.

Artificial intelligence (AI) has come 

from the realm of science fiction fantasy 

into our everyday lives. For instance, the 

self-driving Google car is powered by 

AI. These two letters stand for machine 

learning; these are machines that adapt 

and absorb knowledge according to 

their environment, in the same way that 

humans do. 

As expected, AI is becoming a bigger 

component of the world economy. The 

UAE, which is one of the first countries 

to respond to new technology, has been 

quick to see its potential.

In a recent report, the consultancy firm 

PwC (PricewaterhouseCoopers) termed 

AI as a “gamechanger” in business, 

contributing $15.7 

trillion (Dhs57.66 

trillion) to the 

world economy 

by 2030, and $9.6 

billion to the UAE 

economy, almost 

13.6 per cent of 

its gross domestic 

product by 2030.

To capitalise 

on this, the 

country has 

made a roadmap 

for the way 

ahead. His 

Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 

Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President 

and Prime Minister of the UAE and 

Ruler of Dubai, has launched the 

UAE’s first Artificial Intelligence (AI) 

strategy, marking a new level of 

innovation built on Smart Government. 

The strategy is the first of its kind 

in the region and the world and will 

see investment in the latest AI 

technologies and tools to enhance 

government performance and 

efficiency.

In line with this strategy, several 

government agencies exhibited 

their hi-tech devices at the recently 

concluded Gitex Technology Week 

2018 in Dubai. We list a few of the 

upcoming technologies here.

tunnel allows passengers to walk through the 

biometric recognition system and complete 

the immigration process in just 15 seconds.

The tunnel’s technology allows 

passengers to complete the passport control 

procedure without any need for human 

intervention, using the facial recognition 

technology. “Once a passenger enters 

the Smart Tunnel, he/she doesn’t need 

to stand in front of the camera, but only 

look at the cameras (front, right or left) and 

keep walking. The passenger details are 

confirmed through iris verification in our 

control room,” said Noura Salim Al Mazrouei, 

Acting Director of the Future Borders 

Department, GDRFA Dubai, speaking to 999.

Calling it a “disruptive innovation”, the 

officer said that, “Passengers wouldn’t need 

to carry any travel documents such as their 

passport, ID cards, or boarding cards when 

passing through the Smart Tunnel.” However, 

passengers would need to register for the 

NOURA SALIM AL MAZROUEI
Acting Director of the Future Borders 

Department at GDRFA Dubai

Passengers wouldn’t 
need to carry any 

travel documents such as 
their passport, ID cards, or 

boarding cards 
when passing 
through the 
Smart Tunnel

SMART TUNNEL
The General Directorate of Residency and 

Foreigners Affairs (GDRFA) in Dubai rolled out 

the pilot phase of its Smart Tunnel. Currently 

being tested at Dubai Airport’s Terminal 3, the 

service at the self-service counters or any 

immigration counters using their Emirates ID 

and tris scan, Al Mazrouei added.

HH Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown 
Prince of Dubai and Chairman of the Dubai Executive Council, visits 
GDRFA Dubai platform at Gitex Technology Week 2018.

1
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ATHEER1
Having to carry three mobile devices 

is a tedious job for Abu Dhabi Police 

personnel. But, Atheer1, a new system 

developed in-house, has eased their 

troubles.

“Earlier, police officers had to use 

two separate SIM card instruments and 

a walkie-talkie. With Atheer1, we’ve 

simplified the process. The three systems 

are now merged into one radio,” said Ali 

Ahmed Dadalla Haji Al Boushi, officer, 

Abu Dhabi Police, to 999.

Atheer1 combines the 3G Etisalat and 

4G Abu Dhabi Police SIM cards, and 

walkie-talkie operations into one mobile. 

The new instrument allows the police 

control room to send across accident 

location maps rather than communicate 

the location verbally, allowing the officers 

to reach the accident spot quickly and 

more accurately. “In case the operation 

ALI AHMED DADALLA HAJI
AL BOUSHI

Officer at Abu Dhabi Police

With Atheer1, 
we’ve simplified 

the process. The three 
systems 
are now 
merged 
into one 
radio

ABER CAMERA SYSTEM
Abu Dhabi Police are planning to 

introduce a new camera system to record 

driver violation on a zebra (pedestrian) 

crossing. “We’ll install a new system at 

zebra crossings, which will issue fines 

to drivers who fail to give priority to 

pedestrians,” said Mohammed Al Zaabi, 

an officer at Abu Dhabi Police, explaining 

its purpose to 999.

Called ‘ABER’ (‘pass’ in English), the 

new system will have a screen that will 

glow yellow, indicating the drivers can 

pass. However, when the screen shows 

a picture of a pedestrian, the cars will 

have to stop and give way to the walkers. 

“We’ve seen that drivers don’t stop their 

cars to allow people to cross at zebra 

We’ll install a new 
system at zebra 

crossings, which will 
issue fines to drivers 

who fail to give priority 
to pedestrians

crossings, which leads to accidents. With 

this new system, drivers will have to give 

priority to the pedestrians,” Al Zaabi said.

The camera is equipped to take photos 

and record the violations. “Abu Dhabi 

Police are planning to install the new 

system in some areas starting early next 

year,” said the officer.

room wants to have a look, the officers 

can take pictures or even live-stream 

video footage through the radio,” Al 

Boushi said. 

2
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AUTONOMOUS SMART 
POLICE STATION 
Dubai Police showcased their futuristic 

autonomous self-driving ‘Smart Police 

Station’. “This is a truly novel concept 

because instead of people coming to us, 

we will go to them”, said Captain Dr Essa 

Ibrahim Basaeed, Head of Technical Studies 

Section, Dubai Police, to 999. “The police 

station will provide all the services, including 

payment of traffic fines, getting a good 

conduct certificate, and registering a criminal 

complaint,” he added.

While the vehicle is still in the pilot 

phase, the police plan to introduce it by 

2020 – that’s also the year when the UAE 

CARBON-FIBRE HOVERBIKE
Dubai Police unveiled the world’s first 

carbon-fibre hoverbike to provide fast 

response in cases of traffic accidents. The 

latest version can fly for 40 minutes on drone 

mode and 15-25 minutes on pilot mode, 

depending on the weight of the pilot. It now 

weighs 50 per cent lighter than the last 

version at 140kg.

“We’ve restricted the speed to 

96 kilometres per hour, considering 

the regulations and safety norms,” 

said Mohammed Yousif Al Marzooqi, 

Administrative Officer, Dubai Police, speaking 

to 999. “We’re now using a portable hybrid 

battery, which has improved the performance 

of the carbon-fibre hoverbike. The battery 

can be fully-charged in 150 minutes.” 

Safety features had also been improved. 

Al Marzooqi said, “If the hoverbike flips, its 

propellers will shut down automatically or 

can be switched off manually. The bike will 

always fall horizontally, and there are shock 

absorbers for extra protection.” The police 

plan to test the new version after Gitex.

The police station will 
provide all the services, 

including payment of 
traffic fines, getting a 

good conduct certificate, 
and registering a criminal 

complaint

will host the World Expo, and the venue 

for the exposition is Dubai. The vehicle 

is equipped with the latest technologies 

from Japan and runs on electric and solar 

power with a wireless recharging system. 

“The vehicle will have an automatic 

door accessible by Emirates ID or face 

recognition and is fully equipped with 

sensors to detect motion, smoke and 

temperature,” Basaeed explained.

4

5

COVER STORY

NOVEMBER 201824 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL

Security And Safety For AllSecurity And Safety For All



Trial run of the vehicle will start by the year-

end on designated routes within Dubai Silicon 

Oasis and continue for three months. The taxi 

can move at a speed of up to 35 kilometres 

per hour and can accommodate four riders, 

including a standby driver in the cabin. “The 

driver’s service can be called in when the 

vehicle experiences a potential technical 

glitch by pressing a button, which shifts the 

operation from autonomous driving to the 

human driving mode,” Bahrozyan explained.

MOHAMMED YOUSIF AL 
MARZOOQI

Administrative Officer at Dubai Police

We’re now using 
a portable hybrid 

battery, which has 
improved the performance 
of the carbon-fibre 

hoverbike. The 
battery can be 
fully-charged 

in 150 
minutes

AUTONOMOUS TAXI
The Roads and Transport Authority (RTA) 

in Dubai has unveiled the region’s first 

“autonomous taxi” (which is something like 

the Google car).

“The vehicle has been designed in 

conjunction with the Dubai Silicon Oasis 

and DG World (Digirobotics). It offers 

an innovative solution for challenges 

associated with the first and last mile as 

well as internal roads in several residential 

communities and entertainment venues,” 

said Ahmed Bahrozyan, Chief Executive of 

RTA’s Public Transport Agency.

“The vehicle features high safety and 

security standards. It can remotely scan and 

figure out the surroundings, such as light 

signals and the four sides of the track through 

a GPS system. It can monitor any object 

that may have the potential of triggering a 

collision,” he added.

AHMED BAHROZYAN
Chief Executive of RTA’s Public

Transport Agency

The vehicle features 
high safety and 

security standards. It can 
remotely scan and figure 
out the surroundings, such 
as light signals 
and the 
four sides 
of the track 
through a 
GPS system
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DO NOT CUT YOUR EAR OFF
Ali Obaid is a veteran Emirati commentator and 
writer on local issues; he currently heads the News 

Centre at Dubai Media Incorporated

Let’s apply this wisdom to our society, so that our decisions are based 
on what’s true and right, and not on a collective folly

A 
fable goes like this: A queen wasn’t able to 

conceive an heir to the kingdom, so the king 

sought help from practitioners of medicine 

everywhere, and eventually the queen did 

become pregnant, to the king’s great delight – but when her baby 

was born, the tiny boy had only one ear.

The king was upset. He feared that the little prince would 

develop a psychological complex, impeding 

his ascent to the throne. And so, he gathered 

his ministers and advisers and presented 

them with the matter, whereupon one of his 

advisers said, “Your majesty, the matter is 

simple. Just amputate one ear of all newborn 

children, whereby all would be like His 

Highness the prince.” The king liked the 

idea, and thus it became customary in that 

land for all the newborns to have one ear cut 

off. And after tens of years passed, all the 

members of that society had just one ear. 

Then a young man arrived in the 

kingdom, from another land. He had two ears, as is the case with 

all the people normally. The inhabitants of the kingdom were 

surprised, and made him the subject of their derision, calling him, 

‘One with two ears’. The newcomer was distressed and decided 

to cut off his ear, so as to blend in with his new society. 

This fable shows us the folly of assuming that the consensus of 

people on something makes it correct – in truth, an error remains 

an error, even if committed by everyone; and what is correct 

remains so, even if no one does it. 

Do not amputate you ear; meaning, don’t make a mistake only 

because all others are making it. This is the wisdom that this story 

An error remains 
an error, even if 
committed by 
everyone; and what 
is correct remains 
so, even if no one 
does it

offers; but to what extent can this wisdom be applied in our society?

We might find the answer in many situations. For example, 

when one of us goes to a government department or any 

company, for a particular transaction, we’re likely to find a long 

queue of people. And because of being in a hurry, as we all 

usually are, we breach the queue, or try to find someone from 

‘the inside’ who’d help us get the work done without waiting, 

even though one should wait out of respect 

for those that joined the queue earlier. 

And when you ask the queue-jumper, 

“Why did you do this?” They’d answer, 

“Most people do so.”

But “most people” by no means signifies 

that what they do is correct. Or perhaps, it 

is correct, for the phrase “most people” 

didn’t occur in the Holy Quran without 

being followed by the words “they do not 

reflect, they do not know, they do not show 

gratitude, they do not believe”. 

Thus, the fable tells us persuasively that 

the herd impulse is what brought woe to nations and eradicated 

dominant civilisations – their people were inclined to justify errors 

based on the notion that “most people” do this, and so they met 

with a fate of perdition and destruction. 

Do you remember the story of Juha and his son, their donkey, 

and the people who criticised them, as they went from their 

village to the city? They criticised when the father and son rode 

the donkey together, or when they rode separately, or when they 

didn’t ride at all and walked on foot. This is when Juha told his 

son his famous adage: “Satisfying people is an unattainable aim.”

Therefore, try to know the truth.

COLUMN

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior
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Overview: 
Established in 2006, Techno Cast Precast (TCP) is now among of the UAE’s most 
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STAY
IN YOUR

LANE
THE NEXT TIME YOU DRIVE, REMEMBER THAT SUDDEN SWERVING IS 

ONE OF THE TOP KILLERS ON UAE ROADS. ONE WRONG MOVE CAN 

CAUSE A COLLISION AND END A LIFE – AND THAT LIFE MAY BE YOUR 

OWN – IF YOU SPIN THE WHEEL

BY K NIVEDITA

TRAFFIC
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I
t was a normal October morning this 

year on Al Ain Road in Abu Dhabi 

until a motorist decided to swerve. 

A few minutes later, an ambulance 

siren alarmed leading to the scene. 

Abu Dhabi Police said that when the 

motorist swerved, he confused the driver 

of the vehicle behind. The latter hit the 

first car from the back and both cars then 

rammed into a metal roadside guardrail. 

The impact was so strong that a part of 

the metal safety barrier was split in two 

– and the broken rail pierced the bonnet 

of one of the cars and came out of the 

back door to the right. Both drivers were 

seriously injured and were rushed to the 

hospital. 

Just a month earlier, there was a similar 

incident on Abu Dhabi-Al Ain Road, 

except that it involved three cars. The 

police said that one of the cars had 

swerved and this resulted in a collision 

with two others. One of the cars that was 

hit flipped upside down. The first car 

slammed into a signboard before coming 

TRAFFIC

A three-car collision before Maqta’a bridge along the Abu Dhabi-Al Ain road in September 2018

Abu Dhabi Police

THE NUMBERS

Dhs1,000
Fine for sudden swerving

14%
Percentage share of swerving in 
UAE road accidents in 2017

15%
Percentage share of sudden swerving in 
Abu Dhabi road accidents in 2017, as per 
the Ministry of Interior

 23 
The number of road fatalities in Dubai 
caused by sudden swerving in the first 
half of 2018

to a stop. One man was critically injured. 

Following this accident, the police 

repeated a warning that they give out 

almost daily. “Motorists should be careful 

while driving on the road. They should 

adhere to speed limits and avoid sudden 

swerving,” said Major Abdullah Al Qubaisi, 

Head of the Traffic Control Department of 

Central Operations in Abu Dhabi Police.

WHY IS SWERVING SO BAD? 
Swerving – or sudden swerving, to be 

more precise – is an act of deviating from 

one’s steady route, without warning. On 

the road, it involves an abrupt steering 

of the wheel in a different direction. 

Because swerving is a sudden action, 

nobody is ready for it – least of all the 

other drivers on the road who may not 

have quick enough reflexes to avoid a car 

that has suddenly moved in front of them 

or in their path. Also, the driver who has 

swerved might lose control of his vehicle 

and collide with another object.

Thomas Edelmann of RoadSafety 

UAE, who gives motorists extensive 

suggestions online about driving 

safely, tells 999, “Lane swerving, also 

referred to as ‘abrupt changing of 

lanes’, has been one of the main causes 

of fatalities on UAE’s roads for many 

years. It happens due to many reasons, 

from impolite abrupt lane changes to 

late lane changes, when motorists are 

many lanes away from an exit and fear 

missing it. There is also the problem of 

distracted driving, especially because of 

the driver using a mobile phone. Another 

form of distracted driving is fatigue. 

And swerving is always linked to the 

non-use of the indicator, which is super 

dangerous and super impolite.”

THE STATS PROVE IT
Overall in the Capital, the traffic situation 

is seeing a significant drop in accidents. 

Abu Dhabi Traffic Police said that the 

number of fatalities in road accidents was 

down from 409 in 2009 to 199 in 2017. 

But sudden swerving remains a cause for 

concern, since it derails efforts to make 

the roads safer.

In 2017, sudden swerving accounted 

for 15 per cent of the causes of road 

accidents in Abu Dhabi. In the same year, 

it was ranked as the second highest (14 

per cent) cause of road accidents in the 

Lane swerving, also 
referred to as ‘abrupt 

changing of lanes’, has been 
one of the main causes of 
fatalities on UAE’s roads 
for many years. It happens 
due to many reasons, from 
impolite abrupt lane changes 
to late lane changes, when 
motorists are 
many lanes 
away from an 
exit and fear 
missing it

THOMAS EDELMANN
Managing Director, RoadSafety UAE
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country. This has become a key target of 

the Ministry of Interior’s more intensified 

public awareness drive starting that 

year to spread the message across to 

the public in order to put a brake on this 

dangerous habit while behind the wheel.

This negative driving habit is also 

worrying the police authorities in Dubai. 

In July 2018, when the statistics for the 

first half of 2018 came in, Dubai Police 

said that one of the most predominant 

causes of fatal accidents on Dubai’s 

roads in the first half of 2018 was sudden 

swerving, killing 23 people. Brigadier Saif 

Muhair Al Mazroui, Director of the Traffic 

Department in Dubai Police, commented, 

“Sudden swerving is a dangerous offence 

despite the fact that motorists think it’s 

not that dangerous. It has continued 

despite many awareness campaigns to 

warn drivers about its dangers.” 

MULTIPLYING PROBLEMS
The impulse to swerve is fed by 

several reasons, from overtaking a 

vehicle to jumping lanes to trying to 

avoid an obstacle such as a pedestrian 

or jaywalker who has suddenly 

appeared before a car. Saleh Al Jaberi, 

Head of the Traffic Services Section at 

Abu Dhabi City Municipality, said on the 

sidelines of the Global Road and Traffic 

Safety conference in September that 

a lot of motorists in the UAE swerve 

“because drivers are distracted by some 

thoughts or are having a conversation 

on mobile phones”. 

What makes sudden swerving deadly 

is that it’s linked to other forms of road 

safety violations that endanger the 

lives of those in the car as well as those 

outside. Some such recent incidents 

this year are:

Sudden swerving is 
a dangerous offence 

despite the fact that 
motorists think it’s not that 
dangerous. It has continued 
despite many 
awareness 
campaigns 
to warn 
drivers 
about its 
dangers

BRIGADIER SAIF MUHAIR
AL MAZROUI

Director of the Traffic Department 
in Dubai Police

MASSIVE
CAMPAIGNS

In April 2018, Abu Dhabi Police launched a 

massive two-month campaign targetting swerving 

violations. On social media posters, police used 

English, Arabic, Tagalog, and Hindi to reach as 

many drivers as possible. Campaign material 

included illustrations, such as of a car that was 

headed straight, suddenly cutting in front of 

another car. The illustration bore the warning: 

“Swerving suddenly is dangerous for drivers 

and other road users.” Booklets and awareness 

brochures were distributed to drivers. According 

to Vision 2021, the UAE is aiming to reduce the 

road fatalities to three persons per 100,000 of 

residents by 2021.

Security And Safety For All
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CHANGE LANES, BUT SAFELY
TIPS FROM THOMAS EDELMANN OF ROADSAFETY UAE

“Changing lanes properly can be a complex manoeuvre and it must always 

take our full attention,” says Thomas Edelman. Here are some guidelines on 

getting it right:

• Look in front of you, behind you and next to you if you are clear to change lanes. 

This is essential because there are other people on the road.

• Use your indicator a few seconds before you change lanes, so that fellow motorists 

and pedestrians are aware of your intentions to change lanes and can control their 

vehicles accordingly.

• Be mindful of those around you and observe the different speeds of the cars in the 

other lanes. Ideally, this should come naturally to all motorists. 

• If you want to exit, go to the right lane in time. It’s a rule of the road, just the way 

things work out there.

• If you need to cross multiple lines, do it one by one, and check carefully prior to 

each lane change.

• Drive with anticipation: that’s a good advice for all areas of life.

• Many high-end cars come with lane departure warning / assistance system. 

Please consider this key safety feature in your buying decision.

WATCH OUT FOR THIS:

• Do not cross more than one lane at a time.

• Stay away from any distractions when changing lanes.

• Don’t cut into the way of other drivers.

• Don’t do last-second lane changes or exits – you must 

plan your moves in time.

• Watch out for drivers not changing lanes properly. 

They endanger you and themselves.

• If your car has lane departure warning / assistance 

systems – switch them on.

1. In October 2018, Abu Dhabi released 

a video on social media. It showed a 

white saloon swerving dangerously 

as it overtakes a school bus and then 

turns directly in front of the vehicle, 

compelling the driver of the bus to 

hit the brakes quickly. Nobody was 

seriously injured, but the video was a 

part of an effort by the police to spread 

awareness of the dangers of traffic 

violations such as swerving.

2. In May 2018, Dubai Police held an 

interaction with 110 bike riders about 

the dangers of sudden swerving in an 

attempt to lower serious traffic accidents 

and road fatalities. The special focus 

was on delivery boys of restaurants and 

courier companies who use motorcycles. 

3. One of the happiest statistics comes in 

from Ras Al Khaimah. “The smart radars 

and cameras we’ve installed have 

significantly curbed serious violations, 

such as speeding at intersections, 

jumping red traffic lights, failing to 

observe lane demarcation, and sudden 

swerving,” said Brigadier Dr Mohammed 

Saeed Al Humaidi, Director of Central 

Operations at RAK Police.

HERE’S HOW ALL THE 
UAE AUTHORITIES 
ARE TRYING TO
CURB SWERVING:

FLAT TYRES: In September, two people 

were killed and five injured in an accident 

in Dubai that resulted from a minibus 

swerving suddenly after its tyre burst. 

“Drivers should inspect their vehicles and 

fix the problems, especially the tyres,” 

said Brigadier Ali Ghanim, Director of Al 

Muraqabbat Police Station. 

TAILGATING: A dangerous practice even 

when cars are staying in their lanes, 

tailgating compounds problems when a 

car swerves and enters the next lane. In 

May, one Sunday witnessed 400 accidents 

due to a sandstorm, largely because 

drivers were tailgating at speed and 

swerving between lanes. 

COLLISION: A newly-married woman 

died when the groom, who was driving, 

hit a lorry and swerved off the road. He 

was severely injured and admitted to the 

intensive care unit.

RECKLESS DRIVING: A 51-year-old man 

was driving recklessly and lost control 

of his car in Dubai in September. He was 

near a busy shopping centre and one the 

most crowded points was an ATM, towards 

which he swerved his car. He crashed 

through the glass door of the ATM booth, 

and left two people dead. 

SPEEDING: The wind was high, the air was 

dusty and the road hazy. It was a workday 

morning in July when all motorists are 

advised to drive safely. Around 7:30am, 

Abu Dhabi Police received a call that a bus 

and two other vehicles had been involved 

in a collision that had left three dead and 

44 injured. Brigadier Salem Abdullah bin 

Barak Al Dhaheri, Abu Dhabi Police Traffic 

Director, said that preliminary investigations 

indicated the cause of the accident to be 

sudden swerving and speeding.
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STEPPED UP POLICE CAMPAIGNS IN ABU DHABI HAVE RESULTED IN A SHARP 

DROP IN TYRE-RELATED ACCIDENTS. FOR BETTER ROAD SAFETY, HERE’S WHAT 

YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT TYRE HEALTH

VEHICLE CHECK

BY MAHA ISMAIL 

TYRES 
NEED

REST, TOO

NOVEMBER 201834 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL

Security And Safety For AllSecurity And Safety For All



Security And Safety For All

39%
Percentage decrease in the number 

of accidents from tyre explosions 
recorded in Abu Dhabi

8,709
The number of violations of driving 
vehicles with worn out or damaged 

tyres in Abu Dhabi during the first half 
of 2018

Dhs500, 4 black points
Penalty for using expired tyres, 
that comes with a 7-day vehicle 

impoundment

30,000-40,000km 
The average driving life of a tyre

76%
Percentage 
decrease in 

the number of 
fatalities from tyre 
mishaps in 2017

Traffic campaign in Abu Dhabi on worn out vehicle tires

J
ust as our feet are sore after 

a long walk, our car tyres 

get tired, too. It deteriorates 

over time. And because a tyre 

blowout can be catastrophic, knowing 

when tyres are in bad shape is a must 

for every car owner.

Amongst the year-round campaigns 

through which police forces around the 

UAE try to cut down on road fatalities, 

a priority area is focused on tyre safety. 

Worn-out or poorly maintained tyres are 

one of the top causes of accidents in 

many countries in the world. To avoid 

road crashes due to poor tyre condition, 

Abu Dhabi Police are particularly active in 

raising awareness on this issue.

The intensive campaign, carried out 

in partnership with the government 

and private sector, has yielded results 

– which is a decrease of 39.28 per 

cent in the number of accidents from 

tyre explosions in the Capital. The 

Directorate of Traffic and Patrols in 

Abu Dhabi Police said that in 2017, 

the explosion of vehicle tyres caused 

17 accidents; four fatalities; serious 

injuries for three people; and moderate 

injuries for 20 people. In 2016, on the 

other hand, exploding tyres caused 

28 accidents; 14 fatalities; and serious 

injuries for seven people.

The Directorate of Traffic and Patrols 

also cited that the number of fatalities 

from such mishaps decreased by 76.47 

per cent in 2017.

In the first half of 2018, the number of 

violations of driving vehicles with worn 

out or damaged tyres in Abu Dhabi 

reached 8,709 cases. The penalty for 

this violation, following the amendment 

to the UAE Traffic Law in July 2017, is 

a fine of Dhs500, four black points, 

and vehicle impoundment for a week, 

based on Article No. 82 of Ministerial 

Resolution No. 178 of 2017, on the rules 

and procedures of traffic control, issued 

by Lt General His Highness Sheikh Saif 

bin Zayed, Deputy Prime Minister and 

Minister of Interior of the UAE. 

The intensive 
campaign, carried out

in partnership with 
the government and 
private sector, has 

yielded results – which 
is a decrease of 39.28 

per cent in the number 
of accidents from
tyre explosions in 

the Capital

NUMBER CRUNCH

Security And Safety For All
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BRIGADIER MOHAMMED 
KHALIFA AL KHAILI

Director of the Traffic and Patrols 
Directorate at Abu Dhabi Police

Motorists must 
change a tyre if it’s 

already past its optimum 
condition, or if there 
are signs of damage. Air 
pressure inside the tyre 
could rise if the car travelled 
over a long distance in hot 
weather conditions, thus 
increasing 
the risk 
of a tyre 
blowoutCAUSES 

Brigadier Mohammed Khalifa Al 

Khaili, Director of the Traffic and Patrols 

Directorate at Abu Dhabi Police, explained 

that a tyre could explode, especially if it is 

too worn out, if the tyre pressure isn’t right, 

if the vehicle is frequently overloaded, or 

frequently driven over long distances. 

Brigadier Al Khaili underscored that 

the directorate is strengthening law 

enforcement regarding tyre safety 

requirements and taking stricter action 

against violators. He said that this is a 

strategic priority of Abu Dhabi Police, which 

aims to bring down the accident rate.

AWARENESS 

The police have intensified their efforts 

to educate drivers – private individuals or 

commercial operators – about the danger 

of worn out tyres. Al Khaili said that 

police campaigns include spreading the 

message through media outlets and social 

networks. The drivers who are targeted 

include those entering the UAE or leaving 

the country at border crossing points all 

through the Capital.

ADVICE

He urged all drivers to use tyres 

conforming to specifications for that 

particular vehicle, and to follow the correct 

procedure for maintenance and tyre 

replacement. This would include staying 

within the recommended load for that 

vehicle and frequently adjusting the tyre 

pressure, in keeping with the ambient 

temperature. He also urged motorists to 

Tyre explosion accident in Abu Dhabi

VEHICLE CHECK

pay close attention to tyre health before a 

long road trip.

“Motorists must change a tyre if it’s already 

past its optimum condition, or if there are signs 

of damage. Air pressure inside the tyre could 

rise if the car travelled over a long distance in 

NOVEMBER 201836 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL

Security And Safety For AllSecurity And Safety For All



MATTHEW DAVIDSON
Head of Motors Services, dubizzle

On a typical car, the 
tyres will last around 

30,000-40,000km. If you’ve 
driven many kilometres 
since changing the tyres, 
then it’s time to get them 
checked

In one case, a bus carrying 14 

passengers skidded at ICAD bridge, after 

one of the rear tyres exploded. Police 

investigations showed that the driver 

wasn’t sure if the tyre had been fit for use. 

In another case, a light tanker had an 

accident in front of the bridge at Rawdat 

Al Reef. Fortunately, the driver only 

sustained slight injuries.

• Look for any visible signs such as deep 

cracks, exposed cables, cuts or uneven wear 

of the tyres. 

• Check the pressure of tyres at least once a 

month. Apart from the fact that they wear more 

quickly, poorly inflated tyres affect the overall 

performance of the vehicle, including braking 

distance, handling, safety, and fuel consumption. 

• Take the car to a reputable tyre dealer for examination 

in case of a flat tyre. The car dealer will be able to 

advise in case there is any damage to the tyre’s 

structure and if it is repairable or not.

• Keep an eye on the suspension. Old or worn shock 

absorbers can cause faster tyre wear and impact 

vehicle handling. 

• Never overload the vehicle. Overloading increases 

tyre wear and fuel consumption, adversely affecting 

vehicle handling and stability, and increasing the 

braking distance. 

TYRE CONDITION CHECKLIST

CRITICAL POINT

Tyres are the only parts of a vehicle that 

come in contact with the road surface. 

That is why it’s very important to keep it in 

good condition at all times. As motorists 

hit the road, a badly maintained tyre 

experiences extra friction which causes it 

to reach its breaking point. 

Another cause of a tyre blowout is 

overloading the vehicle. A driver must 

make sure that his/her vehicle is designed 

to carry a lot of load, and that the tyres 

have a similar load-bearing capacity.

HOW LONG DO TYRES LAST?

“On a typical car, the tyres will last 

around 30,000-40,000km. If you’ve driven 

many kilometres since changing the tyres, 

then it’s time to get them checked. If the 

tread depth is under 4mm, you’ll be advised 

to change them. Bulges can also appear 

on the outside wall of the tyre if an object 

on the road surface gets struck to the tyre,” 

says Matthew Davidson, Head of Motors 

Services, dubizzle, speaking to 999.

WHAT YOU MUST DO IF BLOWOUT 

OCCURS 

Davidson said that the most important 

thing to remember during a tyre blowout it to 

ease off the accelerator and then lightly apply 

the brakes until the car comes to a halt. He 

reminds motortists that: “Changing your tyre 

on the highway is very dangerous, so leave 

the car and move to a safe spot while you 

await the recovery driver.”

hot weather conditions, thus increasing the 

risk of a tyre blowout,” Al Khaili said.

RECENT CASES

In August 2018, two accidents 

were reported in Abu Dhabi from tyre 

explosions, causing seven people to 

sustain serious to moderate injuries.

Security And Safety For All
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The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

COLUMN

W
orld Teachers’ Day has been celebrated 

internationally on October 5 since 1994, out of 

appreciation for the role that teachers play, to 

show support and motivate the teaching 

community so that they can efficiently meet the needs of the 

coming generations. 

This day is celebrated in more than a hundred countries, 

thanks to the efforts made by Education International Inc for the 

teaching profession. It strives to guarantee the provision of 

proper training; continued professional development; and 

protection of teachers’ rights. 

In the UAE, this day is observed as well. 

This country has learned from its great 

founder, the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 

Nahyan, that the teacher is the maker of 

nations and their glory. Hence, the teacher 

is the essence of the national organisation 

base and its structure.

The teacher is responsible for the 

education and, to a degree, the upbringing 

of children. Much hope for the present and 

the future rests on them. Therefore, this 

nation has taken it upon itself to dedicate 

plans, programmes and budgets to give 

great attention to teachers. 

Society relies on teachers for the 

building of civilisations that we can all be proud of. This nation 

believes in the impact teachers can leave on generations and 

communities. This nation wouldn’t have achieved anything had it 

not been for education. 

“Every teacher is a star; a star in the sky of our society; a star 

to guide generations; and a star that holds good for everyone,” 

said His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 

Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of 

Dubai, for this occasion.

On the other hand, His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 

Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 

Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, delivered a speech that 

UAE TEACHERS
NEED EXTENSIVE SUPPORT

Maysa Rashed Ghadeer is a 
prominent UAE writer interested in 

local affairs and a former member of 
the Federal National Council (FNC)

included the most beautiful expressions of pride and loyalty to 

teachers on the occasion of World Teachers’ Day, saying, “Your 

thoughts have spanned the story of our success. You have shed 

light that illuminates the path of generations and presents the 

country with enlightened models that increase its stature, pride 

and progress.”

In state schools, outstanding teachers were celebrated, and 

late teachers were remembered, in recognition of their role, and 

to show gratitude for their efforts. They are the ones who bear the 

responsibility of our children. Thus, teaching, as they say, is the 

most noble profession. 

Although we have had great appreciation 

for teachers for years, such appreciation 

needs to be more than the gifts given to 

teachers by their students, which is an 

unnecessary charge that burdens their 

parents. A message written by a student 

showing gratitude and appreciation to his 

or her teacher – even if with few spelling 

mistakes – makes an impact way bigger 

than any certificate of gratitude, a trophy or 

a gift given to that teacher.

True appreciation for teachers means 

providing them with proper training, 

constant professional development, and 

protection of rights. It is not possible to 

have good education without sincere and qualified teachers living 

in an environment in which they can function diligently.

This makes it necessary to ask ourselves a crucial question: Do 

teachers have the tools to transform our societies from those that 

consume knowledge to those that produce knowledge? Do we 

offer them the physical, social and health environment to fully 

perform their roles? 

We need to seize the chance of World Teachers’ Day to understand 

the challenges confronting our teachers, overcoming them with 

informed plans not only for teachers in the public sector but also for 

teachers in the private sector. With such focus, we can guarantee that 

education would contribute to the best future for our state.

Being one of the biggest building blocks of a nation, the community must 
receive much more than a single day’s tribute in a year

Every teacher is a 
star; a star in the 
sky of our society; 
a star to guide 
generations; and 
a star that holds 
good for everyone
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TRACES OF BLOOD MAKE FOR A VITAL PIECE OF EVIDENCE IN 
CRIMINAL CASES. THEY CAN SAY MUCH ABOUT THE VICTIM, 

THE PERPETRATOR, AND HOW A CRIME WAS COMMITTED

BY MAHA ISMAIL

FORENSIC SCIENCE

READING
THE

STAINS
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A
mongst all the forensic 

evidences used by criminal 

investigators, one of the most 

important are the blood stains 

found at the scene of crime. Blood has 

vital DNA information and the stains can 

help the police identify the victim, how the 

crime was committed (whether homicide 

or not), narrow down the suspect list, and 

eventually nail the culprit.

In April 2018, the Criminal 

Investigations Department (CID) of Dubai 

Police succeeded – within only four hours 

– in identifying and arresting a suspect in 

the killing of a businessman of Arab origin 

in Dubai.

“Muraqqabat Police Department 

received a report from the victim’s cousin 

that they lost contact with him. Search 

and investigation teams were able to 

locate the said executive in a hotel in 

Dubai. Forensic experts were called 

to screen the crime scene,” said Major 

General Expert Khalil Ibrahim Al Mansouri, 

Assistant Commander-in-Chief of CID.

In another case, Ajman Police arrested 

three young men in January 2018, 

because they were involved in the killing 

of two Arab men. A fight between the 

victims and the perpetrators happened 

along Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed road, 

in the direction of Umm Al Quwain. 

The arrests were made within only 12 

hours after the incident took place. “In 

coordination with Umm Al Quwain Police, 

Ajman Police were able to arrest three 

murder suspects,” said Colonel Abdallah 

Saif Al Matrooshi, Director General of 

Police Operations in Ajman Police.

Now, the puzzling question in these 

two incidents is: “How did the crimes 

happen?” Most crime and suspense films 

revolve around solving mysteries, but 

it’s not only in movies that police forces 

are able to crack such intricacies. In the 

UAE, criminal justice is quickly served. At 

the end of this article, you’d be amazed 

how the UAE police, through blood stain 

analysis, solved these two baffling cases. 

GATHERING SAMPLES

999 asked Dr Mariam Shenshol, 

Specialist in Oral and Dental Surgery and 

Postgraduate in Criminal Evidence and 

Biotechnology, about the role that blood 

plays at the crime scene. She said that 

first, forensic experts would photograph 

the blood from various angles; then 

measure and analyse the angles at which 

the blood hit the surfaces (floor, wall, 

furniture etc); and then finally confirm if 

it is, indeed, blood. Then, the samples 

would be sent to the forensic lab for 

investigations. Dried blood stains are 

always picked up.

In the additional analysis and 

confirming tests, DNA technology is 

used to identify the collected sample, 

comparing it with a reference sample 

from a known source—which could 

be taken from a suspect or a known 

victim. The DNA can point to a suspect 

from a shortlist, reducing the number of 

suspects. Also, it is necessary to eliminate 

the possibility that the blood sample 

might be animal blood.  

Any perpetrator who cleans up the 

blood and thinks that the police will not 

get a clue is mistaken. “Invisible [blood] 

evidence at the site can be identified 

even if it is wiped, cleaned or diluted with 

water,” said Dr Shensol.

She explained that one of the methods 

used is swab. This is done for blood on a 

high surface such as a window, stains on 

clothing, bed sheets, blankets or carpets 

(such as samples taken from the hotel 

room where the murdered businessman 

lived in Dubai), and serology, or the study 

of blood serum, can be used to examine 

a suspect’s or the victim’s clothes, 

weapons, and other pieces of evidence.

“The DNA test is the definitive 

determination of blood. White blood 

cells are the place from where DNA is 

obtained, because of the presence of the 

nucleus. Red blood cells do not contain 

any nuclei, so there is no DNA in them,” 

said Dr. Shenshol.

LOCATING STAINS

On how to locate blood samples at 

the scene of crime, Dr Shenshol said 

that this is done by different methods 

such as through sight, touch, the use 

of alternative light sources, chemical 

tests, enzymatic tests, immunological 

tests, and virtual tests producing color 

reaction or light release (the presence of 

haemoglobin).

DR MARIAM SHENSHOL
Criminal Evidence and Biotechnology Expert

The DNA test is 
the definitive 

determination of blood. 
White blood cells are the 
place from where DNA is 
obtained, because of the 
presence of the nucleus. Red 
blood cells do 
not contain 
any nuclei, 
so there is 
no DNA in 
them
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PEROXIDASE TESTS FOR BLOOD:

This excludes the presence of blood in the absence of peroxidase, but cannot prove that a stain is 
really blood because this enzyme is also found in rust and iodine.

KASTLE-MEYER TEST:

This test depends on the activity of peroxidase, such as haemoglobin activity in the production of 
pink colour if positive, and it can detect the presence of diluted blood up to 1:107, but it is not a test for 
blood types.

METHYLBENZENE TEST:

This gives a positive result in greenish blue as soon as the bloodstained spot is cleared with wet 
cotton, and then added to methylbenzene and peroxidase. It is also used to identify difficult blood 
areas, old blood spots or floors that have been cleaned of blood.

LUMINOL EXAMINATION:

To detect invisible, wiped and diluted blood spots, the test consists of a hydrogen peroxide solution 
mixed with Nyacol powder. This powder interacts with iron, which is present in the haemoglobin in the 
blood, to produce a blue glow that does not last for more than 30 seconds.

TAKMAN AND TAKAYAMA TEST: 

Residues at the crime scene may contain blood. The iron in haemoglobin reacts with pyridine, 
forming reddish, needle-thin crystals containing the remaining substance in the blood. 

MRNA TEST:

When the blood sample is old, or the content is insignificant, forensic experts can use mRNA 
(messenger ribonucleic acid) signs, such as blood circle and haemoglobin beta. This is to see if there 
are signs indicating whether the sample is blood or not.

ATTACK DETAILS 

 “When we look closely at the scene of the crime, the blood can tell us about the strength and type of weapon 

used; the angle of defence or resistance; the angle of receiving the shot, the bullet or the stab; the number of 

stabs; the type of hand used for the weapon; the location of the victim; and the place of movement during the 

incident. If two types of weapon were used, whichever was first, their type, whether the death of the victim was 

immediate or how long it took, and the time the crime occurred,” says Dr Shenshol.

The size, forms, locations, and distribution of bloodstains at the crime scene guide us to numerous forensic 

evidence that explains the crime scenario to the investigator.

TYPES OF BLOODSTAINS FOUND AT 
THE CRIME SCENE:

1. Forms of bloodstained prints such as the handprint 

and the fingerprint.

2. Slabs resulting from the movement of something 

over a bloodstain.

3. Blood-filled basin that indicates the change of the 

dead body’s place.

4. Scattered blood that shows the type of crime and 

strength of the weapon used.

MEASUREMENTS TAKEN
AT THE CRIME SCENE:

BLOOD ANGLE:

This measurement is very important in determining the 

type and speed of the weapon used, and how bad the 

bleeding of the victim was. The amount of blood scattered 

would suggest this. 

BLOOD DIRECTION TEST:

To know the direction from which the lethal strike was 

received, from the front or back, or from the first or second 

hit, and to know the source of blood, from where it began 

and where it ended.

TEST USED TO LOCATE BLOOD STAINS:

Security And Safety For All
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MAJOR GENERAL EXPERT 
KHALIL IBRAHIM AL 

MANSOURI
Assistant Commander-in-Chief of the Criminal 

Investigations Department 

Because the diameter 
of the blood spot, the 

experts were convinced that 
the murdered executive was 

hit on the 
head with a 
drawer in 
the room

TWO CRIME
MYSTERIES CRACKED

DUBAI CASE

In the case of the businessman’s death in 

Dubai, blood samples were gathered from 

his hotel room, and were carefully taken to 

the forensic laboratory in Dubai Police for 

investigation. “Because the diameter of the 

blood spot, the experts were convinced 

that the murdered executive was hit on the 

head with a drawer in the room,” said Major 

General Expert Al Mansouri.

“The perpetrator was identified and 

found to be an Arab visitor. He was 25 

years old and the field teams were able to 

locate and arrest him,” added Lieutenant 

Colonel Adel Al Jawker, Director of the 

Forensic Department, Dubai Police. 

“The perpetrator accompanied the 

executive to his hotel room, that he 

thought about stealing his wallet, so he 

hit [the victim] on the head, using the 

closet drawer and escaped the scene. 

The perpetrator then stole the executive’s 

credit card, and then gave it to an Arab 

expatriate, so he was arrested with the 

stolen credit card in his possession along 

with some of the money that he withdrew 

using the card,” said the official.

AJMAN CASE

In the Ajman case, after conducting blood 

samples analyses from the two young victims, 

the forensic team and the investigators 

concluded that: “One of them had been hit 

during his attempt to escape the fight and 

cross the road. The other victim, meanwhile, 

died after being assaulted with a sharp 

weapon,” said Colonel Al Matrooshi.

One suspect, aged 18, had some 

injuries for which he was taken to 

hospital. Two others, aged 26 and 30, 

were also caught, and both had criminal 

records. The suspects admitted to their 

role in the killings, said the police.

WHAT THE SIZE AND SHAPE OF BLOODSTAINS TELL

VELOCITY: If the bloodstains are thin, small and 

sporadic, that’s a sign of an explosion or use of a 

firearm at the moment the bullet enters the body. The 

blood velocity is more than 25 feet per second and 

usually 100 feet per second.

The average blood velocity, which ranges between 5 

and 25 feet per second, indicates the use of sharp knife-

like weapons for stabs or severe bleeding of the artery 

(as in the murder of the two young men in Ajman).

DIAMETER: If the diameter of the blood spot is more 

than three millimetres, this indicates a drop of blood in 

velocity ranging from 5 feet per second to at least a foot-

and-a-half, and the use of a weapon, such as a hammer, 

to break the skull or wound it (as in the murder of an 

executive in Dubai).

DISTANCE: The higher the blood speed, the greater 

the spread and decrease in the size of one drop, and 

the greater the distance of blood, the greater the blood 

spots on the surface.

IMPACT: The greater the impact of the strike, the greater 

the spread of blood and reduction in its size, such as 

with firearms. Repeated stabs are less powerful and 

widespread (as it was in the Ajman murders).

PASSIVE BLOOD: This is the blood that falls on a surface 

due to gravity, such as a drop or a series of drops from 

the tip of the knife blade falling on the ground.

PATTERNS: Bloodstain patterns are created when the 

blood fluid is wet and connected to a target surface, and 

these patterns can be used to identify an object or part 

of the body. The patterns usually produced by free blood 

flow are negative flow pattern.  
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BREAK
FREE OF 
BREAK-INS
FROM USING ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE TO 

INTERVIEWING HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE, POLICE 

IN THE UAE EMPLOY A NUMBER OF WAYS TO 

SOLVE TWO OF THE MOST PERSISTENT CRIMES 

IN THE WORLD – THEFT AND ROBBERY 
BY CARL LEE
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O
ne of the most daring theft 

cases in recent times was 

followed by one of the most 

intense police operations in 

the history of the UAE. On May 25 this 

year, a blue diamond worth Dhs73.4 

million vanished from the vault of a 

company in Dubai. To get to the vault, 

the thief had passed through three 

security gates. The final gate needed 

three employees to open it – one with a 

key, the second with a security code, and 

the third with an electronic number that 

changed automatically every minute. Yet, 

one individual managed to bypass all this 

and snatch the stone, which was called 

the ‘Brilliant’ diamond.

Dubai Police launched Operation 

Brilliant, whose every development was 

closely followed by Their Highnesses 

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 

Maktoum, Vice President and Prime 

Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai; 

Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin 

Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of 

Dubai; and Lieutenant General Sheikh 

Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime 

Minister and Minister of Interior.  

Exactly a month after the incident, 

Dubai Police had cracked the case. 

Colonel Mohammed Aqeel Ahli, Deputy 

Director of Criminal Investigation at 

Dubai Police, said that the cops analysed 

8,620 hours of CCTV footage, used 

artificial intelligence, and questioned 120 

people until they zeroed in on a guard 

working with the company, which was 

in the business of money transfer. In the 

meantime, the suspect had given the 

diamond to a relative who had smuggled 

it out of the UAE by hiding it in a sports 

shoe box. The thief himself went into 

hiding in another emirate, his mobile 

phone switched off. 

“He had a security background, which 

helped him steal the diamond. He 

thought that he’d keep hiding for some 

time and then leave for his country 

to achieve his dream of becoming a 

millionaire,” said Colonel Ahli. “Although 

he was smart in planning the crime, 

Dubai Police can always foil the criminals’ 

plans,” added the officer.

Two truths underline the incident – 

the efficiency of the police and the 

audacity of thieves. Thanks to UAE 

police vigilance, crime rates have been 

falling across the country. The website 

Numbeo, based on data contributed by 

users, rated the Capital, Abu Dhabi, the 

safest city in the world in 2017. It was 

ranked 13.45 points ahead of the second 

best amongst 333 cities. 

The number of crimes per 100,000 
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We utilise the latest 
technologies in solving 

complex cases and nabbing 
culprits

MAJOR GENERAL 
MOHAMMED KHALFAN

AL RUMAITHI
Commander-in-Chief of Abu Dhabi Police
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TIMELINE:

THE NUMBER OF CRIMES PER 100,000 POPULATION IN THE UAE
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population in the UAE was 119.8 in 2011, 

according to statistics from the Abu Dhabi 

Police website. The crime rate dropped 

to 110.2 by 2013, and then sank further 

to 90.6 in 2014 and 83.8 in 2015. It stood 

at 85.4 per 100,000 people in 2017. “We 

utilise the latest technologies in solving 

complex cases and nabbing culprits,” 

said Major General Mohammed Khalfan 

Al Rumaithi, Commander-in-Chief of 

Abu Dhabi Police. In Dubai, police have 

registered a 15 per cent decrease in 

crime rate. In Sharjah, there was a 45 per 

cent drop in serious crimes in 2017.  

Yet, in February, when Dubai’s Security 

Industry Regulatory Agency categorised the 

top six crimes carried out in the emirate, the 

most common ones turned out to be theft, 

forced robbery, and domestic burglary. 

These outnumbered heinous acts such 

as sexual assault and abuse, or even the 

common offence of fraud.

In September this year, a gang of 17 men 

was arrested by Sharjah Police after the 

owner of a warehouse reported a break-in 

and assault on the security guard. The 

gang had also robbed the guard of cash 

and two mobile phones. Most of them 

were outnumbered staying in the UAE 

illegally. Lieutenant Colonel Mohammed 

Hassan Al Shamsi, Head of the Criminal 

Investigations Department of Sharjah 

Police, said that the gang stole equipment 

from warehouses and under-construction 

buildings. When they were nabbed, they 

admitted to the robbery and led the police 

to a dealer who bought the stolen goods.

With police always keeping an eye on 

criminals, other racketeers who were 

netted by the police this year include: 

robbers who broke into an electronics shop 

Police efforts don’t 
necessarily mean that 

homeowners should not take 
preventive 
measures 
against 
burglary 

COLONEL ALI AL SHAMSI
Director of the Comprehensive Police Stations 

at Ajman Police

in Al Ain and made off with 100 mobile 

phones worth Dhs100,000; a security 

guard who stole Dhs5 million from a money 

transport vehicle in Dubai; a man who 

had tried to steal spare car parts from a 

scrap store in Abu Dhabi and ended up 

assaulting the owner; and two brothers who 

had stolen a car in Ajman and intended to 

sell it for spare parts. 

Last year, Sharjah Police had reported 

a spate of thefts from parked cars and 

asked car owners not to leave valuables 

in their vehicles. Not only cars, homes 

of people who are away on holiday 

are also considered soft targets for 

robbers. “Thefts targeting homes go up 

in summer, as burglars know that many 

owners leave valuables inside their 

houses,” said Colonel Ali Al Shamsi, 

Director of the Comprehensive Police 

Stations at Ajman Police. 

DON’T LET YOUR GUARD DOWN

The UAE has one of the largest 

economies in the Arab World and is 

sometimes seen as a country made 

of precious gold. According to data 

published by the International Monetary 

Fund in April, the UAE is one of the 

richest countries in the world. For gangs 

of criminals from other countries, this 

nation appears to offer rich pickings. 

Habits of residents in the country can 

also make it easy for thieves, according 

to Al Shamsi. He said: “Police efforts 

don’t necessarily mean that homeowners 

should not take preventive measures 

against burglary before travelling 

abroad.” he said. People, he said, 

must not let their guard down, such as 

switching off all lights in the evening; 

leaving cars outside the house and 

letting it gather dust.

Every summer, police headquarters 

across the UAE step up initiatives to 

make homeowners more aware of 

security requirements, so that break-ins 

can be prevented. This year, security 

patrols were deployed 24x7 at residential 

areas. Sharjah Police urged home owners 

to ask neighbours to keep an eye on 

empty houses. Dubai Police have a facility 

where villa owners can register with the 

police and inform them when the family 

is away. Police officers also undergo 

training in the best procedures across the 

world to control crime. 

TIPS TO PREVENT HOUSE BURGLARY

SHUT WINDOWS of the house 
perfectly.

AVOID LEAVING KEYS at places that 
can be accessed easily.

AVOID LEAVING important items at 
home.

INSTALL CCTV CAMERAS linked to 
mobile phone devices.

DO NOT LET SERVANTS or outsiders 
get wind of where you keep your 
valuables.

Security And Safety For All
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RECENT CASES

They wanted money, so they followed 

the smell of it. In April, three men stood 

trial in Dubai’s Court of First Instance for 

stealing 10 ATM cash boxes containing 

more than Dhs14 million. One of them 

was the driver of a money transportation 

vehicle and the other two were his 

friends. The gang seemed to include 

Two men in Dubai, who were 

brothers, wanted to try their hands 

on a new economic marvel, Bitcoins. 

They put out word that they were 

in the market for Dhs7 million worth 

of cryptocurrency. Soon, a gang 

contacted them and offered to sell 

them Bitcoins. They set up a meeting 

at a shop in Al Muraqabbat. At the 

appointed time, six members of the 

gang waited for the men in the shop 

while three others kept an eye outside. 

As soon as the brothers arrived, they 

were assaulted with sharp weapons, 

threatened and tied up before the 

gang made off with their money. 

HOW THE COOKIE CRUMBLED: 

The gang was arrested within 48 

hours of the police receiving a report 

about the armed robbery.

HERE ARE SOME CASES SOLVED BY UAE POLICE FORCES THIS YEAR:

specialists in different fields for the job. 

One of the accused worked at a money 

exchange office and helped transfer the 

huge amounts of cash to another country. 

Another set of accomplices provided the 

accused with forged passports. The main 

accused, a 27-year-old man, confessed that 

the plan had been to catch a plane out of 

the UAE within two hours of the robbery.

HOW THE COOKIE CRUMBLED:

The police received secret 

information from their network that 

three of the robbers were holed up in a 

house in a Sharjah industrial area. They 

were nabbed by 5pm the next day.

SECURITY

Dubai Police

1

2

The gang who took away a million worth of cryptocurrency from two men in Dubai
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Banks always seem like soft targets to robbers, and digital 

technology makes them seem like even more vulnerable. In 

May, the Abu Dhabi Criminal Court of First Instance handed 

out a sentence of 283 years in total to 28 men who had 

stolen Dhs635 million from the accounts of a bank in the 

Capital through electronic transfer. 

HOW THE COOKIE CRUMBLED: 

Abu Dhabi Police CID used their extensive network and 

knowledge of digital technology to crack this case. They 

succeeded in recovering Dhs625 million of the total cash 

stolen from victims’ bank accounts within 24 hours of getting 

a report. Their study of the bank’s activities showed that 

one accused was an insider – an employee – who had used 

the bank’s electronic system with the password of another 

staffer, and transferred Dhs635 million to accounts of five 

companies in five different banks.

Fujairah Police

Three men, who conducted an armed robbery at a money 

exchange office in Fujairah, thought they had got away with it. In 

that heist in June, the trio worked in a well-organised manner by 

entering the exchange office, attacking its employees and leaving 

with an undisclosed amount of money. They worked so quickly 

and smoothly that the employees didn’t even have the presence 

of mind to activate the alarm. In a short time, the robbers had 

disappeared into thin air. 

HOW THE COOKIE CRUMBLED: 

Lieutenant Colonel Saeed Obaid Al Kindi, Deputy Director 

of Criminal Investigation Department at Fujairah Police, said 

that the police formed a special team that identified the 

suspects, pinpointed their location, and conducted a raid. At 

their residence, the police recovered the stolen money and 

confiscated the weapons used in the robbery. The suspects have 

confessed to their crime. 

Many robbers feel that vehicles are 

a mine of valuables and easier to work 

on. A gang of seven people of various 

nationalities went around stealing from 

dozens of cars and other vehicles in 

Umm Al Quwain, besides posing as 

security officers to rob people. 

HOW THE COOKIE CRUMBLED: 

Brigadier Humaid Mattar bin Ojail, 

Director of the Criminal Investigation 

Department, Umm Al Quwain Police, 

said, “The department had received 

multiple complaints about theft of 

valuables from cars. We formed a 

team to track down the suspects and 

arrested the seven suspects, and also 

recovered a number of stolen items.” 

They all confessed to the crimes.
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COLUMN

EDUCATION UNDERPINS 
OUR FUTURE

Tim Maycock is Director of Maycock Training
Ltd, an international consultancy firm

 If you ask how to make a better nation, a better world, the reply
lies in just one word: education

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

Y
ou have heard these statements many times:

“Hey, we all make mistakes.”

“It’s okay to make mistakes as long as you learn 

from them.”

However, saying it’s okay as long as we learn from them is 

another matter entirely. It rather depends on the nature of the 

mistake as well as the gravity it carries.

After all, wouldn’t it be better not to commit a mistake at all? 

To proactively pre-empt any such act or omission? And how to 

make this possible?

Education, education, education. Three answers; only one 

question. The reason there are three 

answers? Because this is so important, 

and not just doubly so, but “trebly” so (if 

there is such a word as trebly)! 

In truth, the thrice repeated word was 

coined as a phrase by a famous British 

politician some years ago, whose vision 

for his country was not dissimilar to that of 

our learned government.

The problem was that his government 

didn’t really see it through, but one feels 

total confidence that our UAE leaders are 

made of sterner stuff. Experience tells us 

that our leaders do carry their promises through, so let us look a 

little deeper at this latest initiative.

Building a great nation requires humans who are smart, 

knowledgeable, highly skilled, and so on. The key to attaining 

these qualities is education.

Right from the grassroots level, children should be educated 

to the highest attainable level, giving them the best possible 

chance to develop into the dynamic leaders of the future. 

Sometimes, we humans are so short-sighted that we only 

think of our existence in terms of our own individual life span. 

Take a step back and think of the time that has passed since the 

earliest human species took their first faltering steps on two legs 

Right from the 
grassroots level, 
children should 
be educated 
to the highest 
attainable level

instead of four. It may seem a long time, but is in truth no more 

than a flicker on the screen of life on Earth.

And yet, we still remain firmly anchored within the safe 

harbour of our own ‘three score years and ten’ (or however long 

we’re granted).

Particularly as we grow up, through childhood, teenage and 

young adulthood, we often fail to appreciate the importance of 

education and the negative impact a lack of such can have, not 

only on each of us as individuals, but upon our families as well, 

friends and the wider circle of fellow humankind. 

Often, by the time we realise our folly, it’s too late. While adult 

education works well despite the external 

pressures of fitting learning around work, 

there’s no substitute for a fresh, untainted 

mind.

So, bearing in mind that our children are 

often tempted away from this essential 

learning process by things that to them 

seem far more important – TV, social 

media, computer games – the parents 

must assume the responsibility of guiding 

and directing them appropriately.

But I hear you parents groan. “We cannot 

take on all of this.” Well my friends, happily 

you don’t have to, because a dedicated band of teachers, 

trainers and educators are here to help.

The UAE government has, in its infinite wisdom, allocated an 

impressive 17 per cent of its budget for 2019 to, you’ve guessed 

it, education.  

This means, amongst other improvements, there’ll be an 

intense focus on an efficient and effective teaching force. For 

educators new and established, there’ll be rigorous background 

checks and a teaching licence. 

Education is the future. It underpins our future. It shapes our 

future. As we grow, as a nation built upon this solid foundation 

rock, the wisdom and vision of our leaders will be realised. 
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SEAT BELTS
 ARE FOR
 EVERYONE

AFTER TIGHTER REGULATIONS AND STIFFER PENALTIES WERE 

INTRODUCED A YEAR AGO, SEAT BELT VIOLATIONS HAVE BEEN 

DROPPING IN THE UAE

BY MAHA ISMAIL 

TRAFFIC
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A
mongst all the safety features 

provided for passengers in 

a modern automobile, seat 

belts are one of the simplest 

and one of the most effective. They 

can prevent grievous injuries and save 

lives, yet many people resist the idea of 

wearing them. However, in the UAE, not 

wearing the seat belt is not an option. 

In July 2017, the country tightened the 

regulations under the Federal Traffic Law 

and made penalties stiffer. A year on, the 

authorities are reaping the benefits, with 

a marked decrease in seat belt-related 

offences, though violations have not been 

eliminated entirely because of motorists 

and passengers who don’t play their part.

The Ministerial Decree No. 178 of 2017 

on traffic control rules and procedures 

issued by Lt General His Highness Sheikh 

Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime 

Minister and Minister of Interior, obliges 

vehicle drivers and all passengers to use 

seat belts, failing to do so will cost them a 

fine of Dhs400 and 4 black points.

The ministerial decision also requires 

drivers to provide a child safety seat 

for children under the age of four, and 

stipulates a fine of Dhs400 for drivers 

who allow children under the age of 10 or 

below a height of 145cm to sit in the front 

passenger seat. This is stipulated under 

violation No. 49 in the amended traffic law.

The preventive 
measure pertaining to 

passengers less than 145cm 
in height is applied in many 
global traffic 
systems

MAJOR GENERAL EXPERT 
ENGINEER MOHAMMED

SAIF AL ZAFEEN
Assistant Commander-in-Chief of the Dubai 

Police for Operations and Chairman 
of the Federal Traffic Council at the 

Ministry of Interior

corresponding fine of Dhs400 would be 

slapped on all violators.

“The preventive measure pertaining to 

passengers less than 145cm in height is 

applied in many global traffic systems. 

It has been proven that the seat belt at 

the neck position for passengers in this 

category poses a threat to their safety if 

they’re in the front seat, so sitting at the 

back is safer for them,” said Al Zafeen. 

VIOLATION STATISTICS

ABU DHABI

Statistics from the Traffic and Patrols 

Directorate of Abu Dhabi Police revealed 

that seat belt violations from July 1 to 

December 31, 2017 totalled 10,766, whereas 

the same period in 2016 had seen 11,991 

violations. This represents a decrease of 

10.21 per cent in the number of violations.

Brigadier Mohammed Dhahi Al Humairi, 

Director of Abu Dhabi Traffic and 

Patrols Department in Traffic and Patrols 

Directorate of Abu Dhabi Police, said, 

“Drivers must ensure that passengers 

use the seat belt before the vehicle starts 

moving.” He added that these seat belt 

rules for drivers and passengers are 

aimed at maintaining road safety and 

saving lives.

He also spoke of the continuous efforts 

of Abu Dhabi Police in raising awareness 

through the Security Media Department, 

through other media outlets, social 

networks, and lectures for all segments 

of society, as well as awareness meets at 

Drivers must ensure 
that passengers use 

the seat belt before the 
vehicle starts 
moving

BRIGADIER MOHAMMED 
DHAHI AL HUMAIRI

Director of Abu Dhabi Traffic and Patrols 
Department in Traffic and Patrols
Directorate of Abu Dhabi Police

TRAFFIC

Awareness drive for community members 

Major General Expert Engineer 

Mohammed Saif Al Zafeen, Assistant 

Commander-in-Chief of the Dubai Police 

for Operations and Chairman of the Federal 

Traffic Council at the Ministry of Interior, 

reminded everyone that all passengers – 

not just children – who are under 145cm 

in height, are prohibited from sitting in 

the front passenger seat. This has been 

the rule since the beginning of July 2017. 

He added that violation No. 49 of the 

amended offences table stipulates that a 
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universities and educational institutions.

Al Humairi pointed out the importance 

of adherence to the safety belt rules, as 

the belt can prevent fatal injuries during a 

vehicle crash or collision.

DUBAI

Traffic statistics from Dubai Police 

revealed that 17,528 violations of seat 

belt rules were recorded in the first 

seven months of 2018, compared to 

37,519 similar violations in the first seven 

months of 2017. This marks a decrease 

of 53.28 per cent year on year. In 2016, 

the total number of seat belt-related 

offences were 42,291 This represents a 

decrease of 11.28% in the number of seat 

belt violations from 2016 to 2017.

Brigadier Saif Muhair Al Mazrouei, 

Director General of the Traffic 

Department at Dubai Police, emphasised 

that traffic studies indicate that seat belt 

use saved lives during road accidents. 

He explained that: “Seat belt absorbs 

part of the force of the crash or collision, 

reducing the risk of fatal injuries; the belt 

also keeps everyone from getting hurt if 

the driver suddenly brakes.”

Al Mazroui also appealed to mothers 

not to carry their children while sitting 

in the front passenger seat because of 

the potential danger, explaining that 

one might not realise how risky one’s 

behaviour is until it is too late. 

SHARJAH

The General Command of Sharjah 

Police revealed that seat belt violations 

decreased by 20 per cent during the last 

six months of 2017, meaning after the 

amendment of the Federal Traffic Law.

Major Abdulrahman Khater, Director of 

Traffic Awareness and Traffic Media in 

Traffic Department at Sharjah Police, cited 

that: “The police force is keen to spread 

the culture of abiding by traffic laws. All 

drivers and passengers should put their 

seat belts on as soon as they are seated 

in a vehicle.” Young children, he added, 

should be strapped into child seats at the 

back to protect them from being hurled 

outside the vehicle during an accident.

RAS AL KHAIMAH

The General Command of Ras Al 

Khaimah Police revealed a significant 

decrease of 30.7 per cent on the index 

of non-compliance with seat belt rules 

RAK Police are keen to 
enhance the culture 

of respecting the traffic law 
by reminding community 
members to 
wear seat 
belts

BRIGADIER DR MOHAMMED 
SAEED AL HUMAIDI

Director General of Central Operations, Ras Al 
Khaimah Police

The police force 
is keen to spread 

the culture of abiding by 
traffic laws. All drivers and 
passengers 
should put 
their seat 
belts on as 
soon as they 
are seated in a 
vehicle

MAJOR ABDULRAHMAN 
KHATER

Director of Traffic Awareness and Traffic Media 
in Traffic Department at Sharjah Police

in the past one year.

Brigadier Dr Mohammed Saeed Al 

Humaidi, Director General of Central 

Operations, Ras Al Khaimah Police, 

said that the police in RAK recorded 

1,055 seat belt violations in the 

emirate in 2017, which registered 30.7 

percentage drop in seat belt violations 

in the past one year.

The decline in the number of such 

violations was attributed to the efforts 

of RAK Police in implementing the 

Ministerial Resolution No. 178 of 2017. 

Al Humaidi stressed that: “RAK Police 

are keen to enhance the culture of 

respecting the traffic law by reminding 

community members to wear seat belts.”

Lecture on the importance of child seats in the car

Seat belt absorbs part of 
the force of the crash or 

collision, reducing the risk 
of fatal injuries; the belt 

also keeps everyone from 
getting hurt if the driver 

suddenly brakes

Security And Safety For All
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TRAFFIC

SEAT BELT VIOLATION 
STATS IN THE UAE

Ministerial Decree No. 178 of 2017 
Traffic control rules and procedures issued by Lt General 
HH Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior, that obliges vehicle drivers and all 
passengers to use seat belts

Drop in seat belt violations across the UAE

Dhs400 and
4 black points 
Fine and black points on 
the motorist’s record for 
failing to buckle up

145cm and under
Height of passengers who 
are prohibited from sitting 
in the front passenger seat. 
Violation has a corresponding 
fine of Dhs400 

Dhs400 
Fine for drivers who allow 
children under the age of 
10 or below a height of 
145cm to sit in the front 
passenger seat

ABU DHABI

10.21%
Percentage drop in seat 
belt violations from July 1 to 
December 31, 2017 vs same 
period in 2016

10,766
Violations from July 1 to 
December 31, 2017

11,991
Violations from July 1 to 
December 31, 2016

SHARJAH

20%
Percentage drop in seat 
belt violations in the last 6 
months of 2017

DUBAI

53.28%
Percentage drop in seat belt 
violations for the first seven 
months of 2018 vs same period 
last year

17,528
Violations from Jan 1 to 31, 2018

37,519
Violations from Jan 1 to 31, 2017

RAS AL KHAIMAH

30.7%
Percentage drop in seat belt 
violations in the in the past 
one year

Source: Statistic from various

Traffic and Patrols Directorates under the Ministry of Interior
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that overwhelmed us.  

We are not quite sure if this has 

happened because we left our religion or 

if it’s because we have lost our cultural 

identity and long-honoured tradition? 

There are no controls on actions 

anymore. Each one is doing whatever he 

or she likes as if they are living alone on 

this planet.  

I am not having a pessimist view of the 

world, but rather criticise myself and 

people around me. For instead of living 

W
ith the rise of the sun 

every day, the new 

dawn comes with a new 

hope and people feel 

excited about embracing life at its best. In 

fact, this is not limited to human beings. 

All creatures instinctively feel hopeful 

with every new day. Human beings forget 

about death and plan for the long term, 

as if they will live forever. They make 

promises and anticipate things. It’s the 

universal phenomenon of forgetting 

about tomorrow. (In Arabic, the very word 

“human being” is derived from the same 

root of the word “forget”) 

What raised this in my mind comes as I 

meditate on our situation as human 

beings. We say things that we don’t really 

mean. We make promises for things that 

are not in our hands. We promise to help 

when we don’t have any means to help. 

We give happiness to others while our 

hearts are bleeding with agony. Many of 

us look into the prospects as if they were 

glimpses of hope in this long dark night 

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

IN SEARCH
OF PURITY

Dr Samar Al-Shamsi is an internationally respected artist who is 
renowned for her commissioned portraits of high-profile individuals, including 

the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, UAE President His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, US President Barack Obama, and others.

Differences do not necessarily mean conflict. The vast 
majority of problems will simply disappear once we start 
to be tolerant and open to dialogue 

We were born 
with clean and 
pure hearts; 
so why are 
we living now 
in hatred 
and injustice 
amongst us? 

happily and beautifully together, we 

indulged in disputes and skirmishes that 

have nothing to do with humanity. This 

has been aggravated to the point where 

we start to hate each other.      

We were born with clean and pure 

hearts; so why are we living now in hatred 

and injustice amongst us? Why have we 

become sadists who draw pleasure from 

people’s suffering? Differences do not 

necessarily mean conflict. The vast 

majority of problems and disputes will 

simply disappear once we start to be 

tolerant, considerate and open to 

dialogue. Such a spirit isn’t new to our 

culture, but rather a genuine part of it. 

I love the human being’s ability to 

forget, forgive and adapt, letting hard 

feelings go away because they won’t 

bring anything but misery and aggravated 

stress. Therefore, criticism is not meant to 

express dark, pessimistic views. It’s rather 

a hopeful perspective to the future as it 

should be, and as we should be 

searching for purity.  

COLUMN Security And Safety For All
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SOCIETY
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DON’T
SNOOP

 JUST TO 
GET

TANGIBLE 
PROOF 

SOME SPOUSES SPY ON THEIR PARTNERS TO GET 
TANGIBLE EVIDENCE TO BACK THEIR SUSPICIONS. 

HOWEVER, NOT ONLY CAN IT WREAK HAVOC ON THEIR 
MARRIAGE, IT ALSO VIOLATES UAE LAWS. THE AUTHORITIES 

ARE CRACKING DOWN ON THIS UGLY BEHAVIOUR  

BY K NIVEDITA

Security And Safety For All
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SOCIETY

“I
s he cheating on me?” The 

woman from Ajman decided to 

find out for herself when she got 

hold of her husband’s mobile phone. She 

logged in and transferred his photos to 

her own mobile via a social networking 

site. Thereafter, she began nagging her 

husband about having an extra-marital 

affair. The husband was infuriated. He 

lodged a complaint with the police who 

then called the woman in for questioning 

and referred the case to the Ajman Criminal 

Court. that his wife had checked his mobile 

phone without his permission. The woman 

confessed to the charges. In May this 

year, the court fined her Dhs150,000 for 

violating his privacy and ordered that she 

be deported. The incident made headlines, 

and stood out for two reasons: it proved 

that the UAE is strict about individual and 

social rights; secondly, the incident showed 

that marriage was not good enough reason 

to break the law.

We’re aware of common crimes in 

the public sphere, such as theft and 

smuggling, and the efforts of law-keeping 

agencies to counter these. However, a 

wave of crime also rises from the ashes of 

marriage. When love sours, passion can 

transform into fury, and the results range 

from blackmail to adultery, and worst, 

murder. How far would one spouse go to 

take revenge on the other? Some homes 

have turned into crime scenes and, all too 

often, what should remain as personal has 

taken on national importance.  

Speaking to 999, Imran Khan, 

an advocate and legal consultant, 

says, “Married life is run on personal 

understanding and respect. But, we do 

see instances in which misconception 

rises between spouses who have 

different mindsets and act in contrary 

ways, especially about financial matters 

and relationships with others.” Khan 

says that more people should know laws 

that prevent one from disclosing secrets 

relating to a spouse’s private life without 

consent; tracking private belongings 

such as mobile phones and laptop of the 

spouse; publishing photos, videos and 

so on without a spouse’s knowledge; 

and call recording without permission; or 

tapping a spouse’s mobile phone.

HUSHED UP CRIMES
Crime rates have been falling as the 

government continues to work towards 

the UAE Ministry of Interior’s Vision 

2021 programme of achieving the 

lowest violent crime rate in the world 

by 2021. Abu Dhabi has been hailed by 

Numbeo as the safest city in the world 

for the second year in a row, 2017-2018, 

surpassing over 300 cities across the 

world. In January this year, Dubai Police 

released figures showing that serious 

crimes–concerning narcotics and traffic, 

amongst others–had dropped by 15 per 

cent in 2017 from the year before. Serious 

crimes had also decreased by 45 per 

cent in Sharjah. 

Married life is run on 
personal understanding 

and respect. But, we do 
see instances in which 
misconception rises between 

spouses who 
have different 
mindsets and 
act in contrary 

ways

IMRAN KHAN
Advocate and legal consultant

based in the UAE

More people should 
know laws that prevent 

one from disclosing 
secrets relating to a 
spouse’s private life 

without consent
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A FRAGILE INSTITUTION
Recent statistics paint an unattractive 

picture of conjugal life. According to 

reports from the Statistics Centre – Abu 

Dhabi (SCAD), published in November 

2017, the number of people who got 

married dropped in 2016 in Abu Dhabi 

compared to the year before, while 

divorce rates increased. 

More than 50 per cent of failed marriages 

in the Capital lasted less than three years. 

More than a quarter of the couples who 

divorced in 2016 didn’t complete even a 

full year of marriage. In July this year, the 

Ministry of Community Development had 

launched the Taalouf initiative, a “family 

counselling service provided through a 

variety of private channels that guarantee 

confidentiality to resolve family disputes, 

offer guidance to married couples, and 

ensure family cohesion”. 

Can a fraught marriage turn either or 

both spouses into legal offenders? Dr 

Kirin Hilliar, Psychologist at LifeWorks, 

and Assistant Professor of Psychology 

at the Heriot-Watt University Dubai 

Campus, says, “My experience with 

couples here in the UAE is that if they do 

engage in illegal activity, it’s for one of 

two reasons. One, it’s out of desperation. 

They know that checking their partner’s 

e-mail or mobile phone is wrong (for a 

small portion, I do need to explain that 

the behaviours aren’t just wrong, they 

are illegal), but they feel like they’ve 

run out of options. They feel like their 

partner is withholding information (e.g., 

is cheating on them, has secret funds 

elsewhere), and they’re trying to seek 

some clarification through any means. 

Two, there are issues of control and 

jealousy. Spying on their spouse is about 

exercising power over the other person. 

This is a much more difficult dynamic to 

deal with, but thankfully it’s a relatively 

small percentage.” 

Dr Hilliar adds that the marital 

difficulties in the UAE don’t differ much 

from those in other countries. Common 

issues include financial stress, infidelity, 

unsatisfying levels (or complete lack) of 

physical or personal intimacy, unrealistic 

expectations about what marriage 

will be like, breach of trust, difficulties 

establishing boundaries with extended 

family etc. The period after a couple has 

their first child is commonly associated 

with a decline in marital satisfaction. Hillar 

added that problems in marriages also 

occur when clashing cultural norms and 

expectations collide.

Spying on their spouse 
is about exercising 

power over the other person. 
This is a much more difficult 

dynamic to 
deal with, but 
thankfully it’s 
a relatively 
small 

percentage 

DR KIRIN HILLIAR
Assistant Professor of Psychology at the

Heriot-Watt University Dubai

WHEN LOVE TURNS ‘ACIDIC’

A 30-year-old man was sure that his 

was a rock-solid marriage. In September 

this year, he told the Sharjah Criminal 

Court that he had married his sweetheart 

after a long courtship. But lately, he had 

begun to sense that she had changed 

towards him. During this time, he also 

had to travel to his home country to work 

for three weeks. On social media, he saw 

a photograph of his wife with another 

man. Without warning her, he flew back 

to Dubai, checked into a 

hotel instead of going home, 

and kept an eye on his wife 

and her suspected boyfriend. 

When the husband saw them 

entering an apartment, he 

followed them, carrying acid. 

His wife and the man hadn’t 

locked the door. He went right 

into the bedroom and caught 

the two together in bed. He 

threw the acid on them, killing 

the woman immediately; the 

lover suffered critical burns and died a few 

days later. Advocate Imran Khan says that 

a spouse shouldn’t be under surveillance 

without consent or be watched or tracked 

secretly or through CCTV without consent.

SUSPICION IS TREACHEROUS

A 37-year-old man was so sure that his 

wife was cheating on him that he expected 

the worst when he eavesdropped on her 

making plans to meet somebody at a Dubai 

Metro station in July this year. To make sure 

that he’d catch her red-handed, he came 

up with a clever plan – he bought an abaya, 

niqab and a bra in Deira. After work, he 

sat in his car and dressed as a 

woman; he placed two lemons 

in his bra. However, an alert 

policeman noticed something 

odd about this ‘woman’ 

and asked that the niqab be 

removed. That’s when the 

man’s trick fell apart. In October, 

he appeared before the Dubai 

Misdemeanours Court and accused 

of cross-dressing as a woman. Cross-

dressing is a crime in the UAE. The court 

fined the man Dhs2,000.

ONLINE INSULT

A Sharjah-based woman has been 

accused of insulting her former husband 

after she sent him a message on 

WhatsApp stating he was a “bad father”. 

The incident took place in September. 

The wife accused that he didn’t bother 

about their daughter or provide any 

financial support after he remarried. 

The man told the court that his 

first wife constantly harassed 

him using their daughter as an 

excuse. He filed a case against 

her. According to UAE laws, 

abusing or insulting 

anybody on 

social media 

can land one 

in jail. 

IT’S COMPLICATED
Most people feel that it’s safe to ignore the laws of the land when they’re inside their houses. But, the laws in the UAE can’t be 

bypassed at will.

According to Khan, it’s illegal for any “person to make a physical relation or any vulgar conversation with another person”. 

Here are a few recent cases of spouses who broke the law:

1

2

3
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TOURISM

DUBAI PLANS
TO BE WORLD’S
NO. 1 DESTINATION
IT’S ONE OF THE WORLD’S MOST POPULAR 
PLACES FOR TRAVELLERS ALREADY, BUT 
THAT’S NOT ENOUGH – DUBAI WANTS TO BE 
THE MOST POPULAR

2025

The year by which Dubai wants 
to be the world’s most popular 

tourist destination

25 million
Number of annual visitor arrivals 
targeted, to surpass the top three: 

Bangkok, London, Paris

Visitors who came to Dubai in 
the first six months of 2018

8.1 million
A landmark month for Dubai 
tourism, with the opening of 

Burj Al Arab hotel  

December 
1999

Current position of Dubai in the 
annual MasterCard survey of the 

world’s most-visited cities

No. 4

HH Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed
bin Rashid Al Maktoum

Crown Prince of Dubai, and Chairman of
the Dubai Executive Council

Dubai will be the most-
visited city in the world 

by adopting a set of ambitions, 
development 
plans and 
valuable 
projects

13.91
singapore

20.05
BANGKOK

19.83
LONDON

17.44
PARIS

15.79
DUBAI

13.13
NEW YORK

12.58
KUALA LUMPUR

11.93
TOKYO

THE WORLD’S MOST VISITED CITIES (MILLION VISITORS)

Source: Conde Nast Traveller/Mastercard 2018
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AN EXOMOON, ABOUT THE SIZE OF NEPTUNE, HAS BEEN 
DISCOVERED OUTSIDE THE SOLAR SYSTEM

BEHOLD THE NEW MOON

8,000 light years
The distance of the new exomoon – a moon outside 
our solar system – from our planet

300 
Distant planets whose data were analysed, after 
their discovery through the Kepler space telescope 

Kepler 1625b
Name of the distant planet that’s followed by the 
exomoon. The planet is several times the size of our 
Jupiter, and the exomoon is the size of our Neptune

Artist’s impression of the planet Kepler-1625b transiting its star with the suspected exomoon in tow
Photograph: Dan Durda/Science

40 hours
Observation time on the Hubble space 
telescope, 4X more powerful than Kepler, that 
gave the scientists a confirmation

3.5 hours
The time gap between the transit of Kepler 
1625b and its moon

1.5%
Mass of the newly found exomoon compared 
to its companion planet

SPACESecurity And Safety For All

Source: Science Advances Journal



CRIME MYSTERIESCRIME MYSTERIES

GUARDS 
RUNNING AMOK

BY DIPALI GUHA

SECURITY PERSONNEL SHOULD MAKE US FEEL SAFER 

– BUT NOT IN THESE CASES, WHEN THEY SHOT OR 

ASSAULTED PEOPLE FOR TRIVIAL REASONS OR FOR NO 

REASON AT ALL

Security And Safety For All
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CRIME MYSTERIES

WHAT: JUDGE’S FAMILY SHOT BY BODYGUARD
WHERE: HARYANA, INDIA
WHEN: OCTOBER 2018

This distressing incident made front page headlines on 

what was otherwise a festive weekend, in the run-up to the 

big annual festival of Dussehra in north India. Head constable 

Mahipal Singh, 32, of Haryana Police had been employed as 

the personal gunman of Additional Sessions Judge Shrikant 

Sharma for the past two years. On that day, the judge’s wife 

Ritu and son Dhruv had gone to shop at the Arcadia Market 

in Sector 51 of Gurugram, the biggest city in Haryana. Mahipal 

had been escorting the judge’s family. 

Once Ritu and Dhruv finished shopping, they came out on 

to the main road, and asked Mahipal – who also drove their 

car – to bring the vehicle round to where they stood. At this 

point, Mahipal had an argument with Ritu. It wasn’t clear what 

was said, but all of a sudden, he pulled out his service 

revolver and fired on the son and mother. According to 

eyewitness accounts, Mahipal shot Dhruv in the head and 

chest, and when Ritu tried to save her son, Mahipal fired at 

her, putting bullets in her chest and abdomen. 

Video footage from the spot showed the guard dragging 

the injured Dhruv towards the car in which the family came. 

But when he couldn’t pull the 17-year-old boy into the car, he 

dumped him on the road. Then the guard walked around to 

the driver’s door, got into the car, and drove off. A whole 

WHAT: SECURITY GUARD SHOOTS POKEMON GO PLAYER
WHERE: VIRGINIA, UNITED STATES
WHEN: JANUARY 2017

group of onlookers at that busy spot did nothing to stop the 

killer – possibly out of fear of being shot. The video then 

showed the people cautiously approaching the victims, both 

of whom looked lifeless. 

The police were called but it was too late for Ritu, 

who died from her injuries soon after; Dhruv was in a 

critical condition. 

The constable was arrested shortly afterwards, on a 

highway. Senior police officials said that it appeared, from 

how he responded to interrogation, that Mahipal had mental 

health issues.

A security guard walked up to him, said something, and an 

argument started. In a devastating consequence for the 

Chen family, Jiansheng was fatally shot by the guard. 

Initial reports said that the reason for shooting wasn’t 

clear and so the guard hadn’t been charged. Later reports 

said that the guard’s attorney claimed 

Jiansheng had tried to run over his client 

with the minivan, and so the shooting 

was in self-defence. The victim’s family 

said that he spoke only a little English, 

so the altercation may have been 

because of a language barrier. It was 

possible that the guard asked Jiansheng 

to move the van, and he refused, not 

wanting to interrupt the Pokemon hunt. 

Whatever the reason, it’s tragic that a 

man playing a computer game in his 

own vehicle had to lose his life.

CRIME MYSTERIES

The Virginian Pilot

Times of India

This happened at the height of the Pokemon Go craze, 

when everyone with a smartphone was losing their mind 

over the augmented reality game. One such player was 

60-year-old Jiansheng Chen, a Chinese man who was 

sitting in his minivan at a parking lot in Chesapeake city.    
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WHAT: STUDENT KILLED BY SECURITY OFFICER
WHERE: NORTH CAROLINA, UNITED STATES
WHEN: SEPTEMBER 2018

A 23-year-old student named DeAndre Ballard had an 

altercation with a security officer at a place called Campus 

Crossings, a student housing complex, in the city of 

Durham. Moments later, Ballard was found with a gunshot 

wound; he was taken to the hospital and died. 

The officer, who worked with a local detective agency, 

said that he acted in self-defence, and he was back at 

work within days of the incident. However, no one, 

including the local police force, explained immediately why 

an unarmed student had to be shot dead, regardless of 

the subject of the argument. 

The detective agency said that the company and the 

officer felt “terrible” about the shooting, but insisted that it 

was in self-defence. But family members of Ballard asked 

why, if the officer felt threatened, didn’t he call the police 

or call for backup? Why did he have to shoot the student? 

As of press time, shooting is still under investigation as 

officials await the autopsy, toxicology and gunshot 

residue reports.

For illustration purposes only

NC Central University

It’s customary to always give the right of way to 

leaders to efficiently perform their tasks. 

Unfortunately, that privilege can sometimes be 

abused by their security personnel. That’s what 

seemed to have happened when some security 

guards of a minister in Mizoram beat up a truck 

driver. The reason was the trucker’s refusal to move 

aside for them on a highway. The most remarkable 

thing in this episode was that the minister wasn’t 

there – he had flown to his destination; the 

bodyguards were travelling by road but wanted the 

privilege anyway. For a couple of kilometres, they 

had to follow the truck, blowing their sirens but 

unable to pass. Then, when the truck stopped at a 

fuel station, they attacked the driver.

Their beating was bad enough to send the victim 

trucker, named Lalbiakzuala, to the hospital. His father 

filed a police complaint, seeking justice, and also 

financial compensation. Lalbiakzuala, who was driving a 

timber-laden truck, said that he couldn’t let the 

bodyguards overtake him, as his cargo was too huge, and 

the road too narrow and hilly. It would’ve been very risky 

for him to move to one side to let the bodyguards pass; 

the truck could have toppled over.

WHERE: POLITICIAN’S BODYGUARDS THRASH TRUCKER
WHERE: MIZORAM, INDIA
WHEN: JANUARY 2018
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T
here’s a popular proverb that goes, “Relatives are 

scorpions”, which means that a family member could 

sometimes be your worst enemy. This phrase has been 

uttered repeatedly by people. 

For Iyas, this popular saying became a reality; and it was a 

reality that came with a lot of pain. Misfortune surrounded him 

just as sea water surrounds an island, or like a bracelet around 

a wrist.

The story started on a joyful note – Iyas was at a picnic on 

a farm owned by his cousin Abdul Ghani. The cousins shared 

very warm relations; they were friends since childhood. But this 

wonderful picnic quickly ran downhill from there.

Iyas and his family packed for the picnic on a Friday and they 

planned to stay at the farm on Saturday as well, both the days 

being a holiday. They were looking forward to having a very good 

time with Abdul Ghani. 

While the family was preparing for the weekend break, a 

THE FAMILY
A YOUNG MAN, WHEN ASKED BY HIS 
UNCLE TO COME ALONG FOR A PICNIC, 
HATCHES A SHOCKING PLOT

BY WAGIH HASSAN

nephew named Awwad visited Iyas, and so he asked him to 

come along to Abdul Ghani’s farm. The nephew agreed without 

hesitation, noting that he visited his “uncle’s house more than 

once a week”, as his uncle loved him and was generous to him 

since he was an orphan. 

Everyone reached their destination, and after resting and 

having their lunch, they all sat together and chatted about 

the various affairs of life: raising children and educating them, 

maintaining good morals, and the need to strengthen family ties.

The young man, Awwad, was totally detached from those 

conversations; his mind was seemingly floating at that time. He 

saw this picnic as an opportunity to steal from the house of his 

uncle Iyas.

The family conversation continued till about seven in the 

evening. Awwad pretended that he was chatting on the mobile 

phone with his boss, the owner of a household utensils store, and 

that the boss required him to go to the store as soon as possible, 

INTHIEF
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headed straight towards Iyas’ house to carry out the shocking 

plan in his head. On the way to his uncle’s house, he dropped by 

the market and bought some tools for the planned burglary. He 

also took along a friend, named Hassan, to stay in the car and 

keep watch while he was carrying out the plan.

At Iyas’ house, Awwad, with his well-built body, attempted to 

push the main door open with his shoulders and hands, without 

making any noise, so that the neighbours wouldn’t suspect 

anything. When he couldn’t open the door, he used an iron tool 

with a sharp tip to break the lock. Then, he entered the house 

calmly, without showing any agitation that might draw attention. 

The thief acted as if the house was his, not his uncle’s.

Once in, the thief nephew began to pick up things that were 

lightweight and expensive. He took his uncle’s wife’s jewellery 

and two expensive wristwatches. When he was searching the 

bedroom closet, he found a large sum of money, in local and other 

currencies, and took it and placed it in a black bag. He also stole 

his uncle’s new and expensive laptop, bought about a week ago. 

Awwad bagged everything and left the house. He closed the 

front door carefully, as if he were the house owner and not a thief, 

and then casually walked to the waiting car. First, he went to his 

own house to stash the stolen items, then he dropped off Hassan, 

and finally, he went back to the farm to rejoin his family members 

as if nothing happened.

On Saturday afternoon, Iyas and his family got back home, 

after spending what they thought was a great Friday. Filled with 

joy and pleasure, they reached the front door of their house and 

got a terrible shock. The first thing they noticed was that the front 

door lock had been tampered with. It occurred to them that the 

house may have been burgled. The suspicion was confirmed 

when Iyas saw the bedroom closet – he realised instantly that his 

money, his wife’s jewellery, and their precious watches were all 

gone. He saw that the laptop was stolen as well, since it was not 

on the usual table.

All the time they were at the picnic, laughing and chatting, was 

the time used by the burglar to loot the house, realised Iyas with 

great sorrow.

The incident was reported to the police, and a team from the 

Criminal Investigation Department came over to inspect the 

house, look for fingerprints, and so on. It didn’t take the officers 

long to figure out – when they had been told by Iyas how Awwad 

came along to the picnic, left in the evening, and then returned 

late at night.

The police set up an operation to nab Awwad and soon enough 

he was arrested. Before the investigation officer, he confessed 

to the crime and pledged to return everything he had stolen. He 

also confessed that he had a partner in this crime named Hassan, 

who lived nearby. Another operation was set up, in which Awwad 

asked Hassan to come for a very important and urgent meeting. 

When he came, the police were waiting for him.

Hassan was arrested and taken together with Awwad, his 

partner in crime, to the police station, where they were brought to 

justice after completion of the investigations. As expected, they 

both got jail terms in keeping with the magnitude of the crime. 

All the time they were at the 
picnic, laughing and chatting, 

was the time used by the burglar 
to loot the house

arguing that something had happened and that he was asked to 

sort it out.

After carrying out this fictitious conversation in front of the 

others, Awwad immediately left, apologising to Ghani and Iyas for 

having to leave such an enjoyable picnic. He promised his uncle 

that he’d do his best “to return to the farm and join them in this 

lovely gathering”.

Indeed, Awwad left the place in his car. But where to? He 
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A BRAVE
WOMAN 

AMONGST
THE

BEDOUINS 
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THE GERMAN-BORN EXPLORER COUNTESS MALMIGNATI 
WROTE AN ACCOUNT OF HER REMARKABLE JOURNEY 

FROM DAMASCUS TO MEDINA, MEETING TRIBES AND THEIR 
SHEIKHS ON HER WAY

BY DR FALIH HANDHAL
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T
This is the story of an adventurous 

woman who wrote an account of 

her journey from Damascus to 

Medina across the desert, where 

she explored the most mysterious sections 

in the company of Bedouin men. 

This adventurer, Countess Malmignati, 

was born Dorothea Ulla von Lincke, around 

the year 1883 in a German family that lived 

in Russia, near Moscow. At the age of 21, 

she was married to a Frenchman and with 

him, she travelled to Algeria and other 

parts of Africa. During these travels, she 

was captured by the Ofambu tribe, but 

was rescued. At that point, she returned 

to Europe and became infatuated by the 

idea of flying. She flew by the air balloon 

(zeppelin) and made 60 such trips, one of 

which was over the Alps. Following the death 

of her husband, she went to London, where 

she met the secretary of the Geographical 

Society. They discussed Dorothea’s desire 

to visit an unexplored part of the world. The 

secretary mentioned the famed Rub’ Al Khali 

(Empty Quarter) in the Arabian Peninsula, 

and she decided that this would be her 

destination.

Her voyage was in 1914, shortly before the 

outbreak of World War I. Her narrative occurs 

in a book titled Through Inner Deserts to 

Medina, published in 1925. The Abu Dhabi 

Authority for Culture & Heritage published 

it, and it was translated by Mohammad Said 

Mizher, revised and edited by Dr Ahmad 

Ibish. We have quoted excerpts here.

In December 1913, Dorothea embarked 

on the journey from Britain to Port Said 

and then onwards to Beirut and then to 

Upon arrival at the 
city of Damascus, 

my aim was to find a 
small house of Arab 

character that is 
remote from the 

European quarter. 
For there, I could 

prepare for my voyage 
through the Empty 

Quarter and study the 
customs of the Arabs

Damascus, contacting with the British and 

Russian consuls there. But she had to return 

to Europe after WWI broke out, and then she 

remarried. 

Dorothea’s second husband was an 

Italian officer named Count Malmignati, 

and henceforth she became known as 

Countess Malmignati. In 1926, her husband 

was appointed in the Italian Consulate in 

Damascus and she went with him. It was 

there that she decided to undertake her 

voyage to Medina via the Empty Quarter.

It would appear based on the narration 

that her husband left her and she remained 

alone in Damascus. In the years 1927-1928, 

she appeared to have decided to finally start 

on the voyage. However, the precise dates 

of her journey are not available. Moreover, 

there is a confusion over the names of 

places; it 

appears, based 

on the map 

she printed in 

the book, that 

the voyage 

commenced 

from 

Damascus, till 

the western 

frontiers of Iraq. 

When she 

arrived at a 

place near 

Al Ihsa, she 

proceeded 

eastwards through the desert until she arrived 

in Medina. Countess Malmignati mentions 

names of villages and spots, some of which 

are unknown and others not so unknown.

The explorer provides descriptions 

of the city of Damascus, and discusses 

her encounters with tribal sheikhs. She 

recorded her observations of the customs 

and traditions of the Bedouins, and the 

problems she was exposed to on her way 

to Medina. She spoke about Medina and its 

inhabitants, and then returned from there by 

the Damascus-Hejaz train.

DESCRIPTION OF DAMASCUS
The countess wrote: “Upon arrival at the 

city of Damascus, my aim was to find a small 

house of Arab character that is remote from 

the European quarter. For there, I could 

prepare for my voyage through the Empty 

Quarter and study the customs of the Arabs 

and become introduced to some of the 

friends from the distinguished tribal sheikhs 

who reside in Damascus, and also to some 

Syrian families. 

“I was lucky, for I found a small house 

situated at the heart of Damascus at the 

end of one of the narrowest streets, which 

no carriage could traverse. My lodging 

in the middle of Damascus enabled me 

to become acquainted with most of its 

streets. There are three indoor markets, 

which are considered the main markets, 

and behind the markets it is possible to 

watch men sitting in groups smoking the 

Narjileh, and also an aged man with a 

white beard wearing thick spectacles with 

a green shawl wrapped around his tarbush, 

indicating that he performed the Hajj 

pilgrimage to Mecca; he was reciting aloud 

the Holy Quran. And in these markets are 

HISTORYHISTORY
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Countess Malmignati
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sold all kinds of copper handicrafts, silk, 

cloth and even European products. 

“As to the women, they wore black or 

brown chadors similar to sacks while their 

faces were concealed by thick black burqas. 

“And outside the big markets, there are 

streets leading to the Hejaz railway station. 

And in these streets, there are several Arab 

hotels inside of which are attractive water 

fountains, and the guests are Westerners. 

The fountains are made of marble of pristine 

clean white colour, and at their extremities 

are small white doves. And there one can 

behold the elegant people of Damascus 

wearing the latest Syrian fashions; a 

European suit and a Sirwal and shirt without 

a collar of pink or blue. Personally, I wore a 

cloak over my European dress and covered 

my cap with a shawl in the form of a turban.”

The author related the story of the people 

she met who helped her in her travel. She 

wrote: “I got to know a person by the name 

of Nadra Mashaqa, who introduced me 

to an Arab old sheikh named Mahmoud 

Al-Bassam, who had previously met the 

famous British diplomat Gertrude Bell. This 

man lived all his life amongst the tribesmen 

as a camel merchant, and was able to 

amass a big fortune. Accordingly, he built 

for himself a house in the European quarter 

in Al-Salihiyyah. When I met him, he [asked] 

me to visit the city of Palmyra, and to meet 

there the tribe of Al-Rwallah and its sheikh, 

and I persuaded him to accompany me 

on the trip. I agreed with him to buy eight 

camels to transport us across the desert. I 

and Mahmoud Al-Bassam decided to travel 

on horseback, and Mahmoud said that he 

would provide us with a cook and a man 

he respects to be a guide and companion 

during the trip. 

“There was also another friend of Nadra, 

whose name was Monsieur Dawoud, who 

owned in Adra town a house that he placed 

at my disposal. To that house I sent my 

personal belongings. I also got to know 

another person who was a friend of Nadra 

Mashaqa, named Dr Khalil, who is a Syrian 

who received his education at one of the 

American universities and who offered to 

accompany me on the voyage as a translator. 

Given that he is an educated person and 

lived with the Bedouins, I agreed. 

“I arranged matters with the bank and took 

with me what I could carry, and I remained 

awaiting Mahmoud Al-Bassam and the 

camels he was supposed to bring.” 

TRAVEL TO ADRA AND PALMYRA 
The countess wrote: “I received news 

from Mahmoud Al-Bassam indicating that 

all is ready. I summoned Dr Khalil and we 

proceeded together, and five hours later 

we arrived at Adra, which is a city of a 

splendid appearance, whose houses are of 

white colour, and there is a mosque with an 

attractive minaret. There I met Mahmoud 

Al-Bassam and Monsieur Dawoud. The 

town was surrounded by tents belonging 

to the Al-Uqeidat tribe where I met Sheikh 

Ammar, who invited us to the tent. After 

exchanging greetings, we drank coffee 

and then I asked him whether I could see 

the women, who were in a tent particular 

to them, separated from us by a coloured 

curtain. When he gave permission, I 

entered and found them immersed in 

producing wool and collecting camel hair 

to produce the curtains of the tents. Some 

had beautiful features, but the lower part 

of the faces was ridden with tattoos while 

placing small rings on their noses. 

“After visiting the Al-Uqeidat, we went 

to visit the Al-Shararat tribe, and there 

were met by the elderly tribal sheikh with a 

white beard and we drank coffee with him. 

And there congregated around us Bedouin 

men and women eying us with curiosity. 

And then Bedouin women drew near to 

me, feeling my attire and examining the 

type of cloth and its design. 

“After that, I went to the house of 

Monsieur Dawoud and decided to remain 

[there] a bit, prior to the trip. Sheikh Ammar 

visited me and would accompany me on 

my recreational trip in the gardens while 

being on horseback.

“We went to visit the abodes of the Al-

Hudeidiah, which was around two hours 

away from Adra. There I met its sheikh, 

whose name was Musa. Ultimately, we 

decided to depart from Adra and were 

bidden farewell by Monsieur Dawoud. In 

the early morning, Mahmoud Al-Bassam, 

Dr Khalil and I [started]. With us was the 

cook Hassan, the guide Abdullah and boys 

namely Rashed and Mustafa for purposes 

of installing the tents and overseeing the 

supplies, in addition to four others for 

other tasks. 

“After travelling for six hours, the beautiful 

verdant land disappeared and we proceeded 

through a desert and on a rocky black land. 

Then, we set up camp and decided to sleep 

early so as to continue the journey before 

dawn. After sunset, we arrived in an area with 

fresh water and set up camp there next to the 

camp of the Shammar tribe. 

“After supper, we went to visit the sheikh 

who was a friend of Mahmoud Al-Bassam 

and who welcomed us well and showed 

good hospitality, and we stayed up until after 

midnight. There was continuous dance and 

song. On the following day, our caravan led 

us to the outskirts of Homs, where we spent 

the night. Afterwards, we went in the morning 

to Palmyra in the hope of encountering the 

Al-Ruwalla tribe, for here is the authentic 

Bedouin lifestyle which I sought. 

“On the following day, appeared from 

Antique photograph:
Bedouins at lunch

Security And Safety For All

NOVEMBER 2018 75999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL



HISTORYHISTORY

a distance the encampments of the tribe. 

Whereupon we commanded our men to 

install the tents at a short distance from the 

encampments and then Mahmoud went to meet 

the sheikh of Palmyra who invited us to lunch 

in his house. After lunch, we sent the translator 

Khalil to convey our salutation to the sheikh of 

Al-Ruwalla and to inform him of our purpose 

of visiting him. In the afternoon, the sheikh of 

Palmyra, Mahmoud Al-Bassam, Dr Khalil and I 

went to visit Sheikh Sultan Al-Tayyar in his tent.”

Here, we pause a little to digress from 

the narrative of the author, and we move 

to the footnote of the page in which the 

name of Sultan Al-Tayyar was mentioned. 

The commentator says: “There is confusion 

here for Sheikh Sultan Al-Tayyar is of the 

“Wild Ali” tribe rather than Al-Ruwalla, where 

Mahmoud Al-Bassam was in error.” As for me, 

I say that the Sheikh of Al-Ruwalla’s name 

is Sattam Pasha Ibn Sha’alan. However, the 

author insisted that it is the Al-Ruwalla tribe 

and spoke profusely about Sheikh Sultan 

Al-Tayyar, and thus we will pursue her voyage 

according to her account. 

The author said: “Then Sheikh Sultan 

came out of the tent, followed by his men, to 

welcome and salute me. Then we entered 

the interior of the tent and I was surprised 

by the comfort it possesses within it. There 

are very beautiful carpets. The ceremony of 

preparing Arabic coffee commenced and 

when ready, I was the first to be served. 

And whenever I finished a cup, it was filled 

anew. Thereafter, the sheikh invited me to 

dinner, and a sheep was slaughtered and was 

cleaned and roasted in front of the tent and it 

was presented on a large tray of straw under 

which was boiled bulgur and, of course, we 

ate using our fingers. 

“We spent four days in our tents contiguous 

to Al-Ruwalla and I used to have my meals 

with the sheikh, and in the evening, I drank 

coffee and smoked Narjileh and listened to 

songs and the legends of wars and the virtues 

of men and their courage. I lay down for hours 

gazing at their proud Bedouin faces. I decided 

to reciprocate the favour of Sheikh Sultan and 

his group in terms of their generosity and so 

I invited him and twenty of his men to have 

dinner in my tent. He accepted the invitation 

and the guests arrived wearing fine clothes. 

“Sheikh Sultan wore a cloak interwoven 

with gold, and then I presented to the sheikh 

my gift, which was a Browning pistol that 

I hid with me. The sheikh thanked me and 

said, “O host of the dear ones, O flower 

of the tree, O princess the daughter of 

princess, I with this weapon shall defend you 

wherever you are and whoever the enemy 

is for his fate shall be defeat and death. God 

bless and protect you.”

O host of the dear 
ones, O flower of 

the tree, O princess 
the daughter of 

princess, I with this 
weapon shall defend 

you wherever you 
are and whoever the 
enemy is for his fate 
shall be defeat and 

death. God bless and 
protect you

Palmyra
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HEART-STOPPING RACING ACTION AND FOOT-TAPPING 

MUSIC ARE COMPLEMENTED BY BALLET, ART AND 

CINEMA THIS MONTH

BY HS PARAMITA

ABU DHABI SPOTLIGHT

EVERYTHING

splendid
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ABU DHABI SPOTLIGHT

Playtime
An empty space with coloured elastic, beautiful poles, and pulsating music 

can turn even adults into children. Tangle, a giant weaving play space 

installation, was created in collaboration with primary school children. They 

are invited to enter the space, with every child holding his or her own ball 

of coloured elastic. As they work their way through, they create a colourful 

winding and weaving design around the poles. The activity involves 

stretching and using every bit of their bodies to pull and wind the material 

that’s trying to entangle them.

When: November 8-11

Where: The Central Plaza, NYU Abu Dhabi

Tickets: Dhs38-50

Contact: www.nyuad-artscenter.org 

Taste of Abu Dhabi 
When some of Abu Dhabi’s top restaurants, best chefs and 
food & beverage brands get together, you know you’re in 
for a treat. “Taste of Abu Dhabi”, in its 5th edition, aims to 
showcase the best variety of the region’s culinary treats, 
accompanied by live music, live cooking and entertainment. 
The event takes place annually and 15,000 guests are 
expected this year. On the menu will be taster-size signature 
dishes, interactive master classes and retail outlets stacked 
with ingredients for all the local and international cuisines you 
always wanted to try out.

When: November 8, 4pm-11pm; November 9, Noon-11pm;

November 10, Noon-10pm

Where: du Arena, Yas Island

Entry: Free

Contact: yasisland.ae
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Ready, warriors! 
During the last edition of W.A.R, the pioneer of obstacle 
races in the UAE, more than 800 warriors descended upon 
to test their strength, grit and teamwork. The race featured 
the debut of an entirely new and updated set of obstacles, 
as well as the first ever running of W.A.R Juniors, a custom 
obstacle challenge designed for 7-13 year olds. But the 
fastest growing series in the sport of obstacle racing in 
the country, is all set to come back. And as early as now 
registrations for W.A.R 18, which will be held on December 
15th 2018, are now open to all those brave enough to take on 
the challenge.

When: Registration is now open

Where: Wadi Adventure, Al Ain

Entry: From Dhs366.45 (depending on the category)

Registration website: www.premieronline.com
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Land a deal
Looking for a home in a tony neighbourhood or real estate to 
invest in? The International Real Estate & Investment Show spoils 
you for choice with more than 100 exhibitors provide a panoramic 
view of local and international property markets. There’ll be 
country pavilions from Egypt, Spain, Morocco, Pakistan, Cyprus, 
UK, and the US. The exhibition is geared towards on-the-spot 
sales and marketing. You can meet and partner with investors and 
stakeholders from the region. Legal help is also available.

When: November 1-3
Where: Abu Dhabi National Exhibition Centre
Entry: Free
Contact: www.realestateshow.ae

You gotta move it, move it
The biggest race weekend of the year is here. The Formula 1 Etihad 
Airways Abu Dhabi Grand Prix is all ready to flag off. This is the 10th 
anniversary of the event, and visitors can look forward to lots of 
new and value-packed ways to enjoy it. Billboard Award-winning 
American rapper Post Malone will headline a show on November 22, 
to formally start the extravaganza. Another top artist, The Weeknd, 
will perform on November 23; singer Sam Smith on November 24; 
and the legendary rock band Guns N’ Roses on November 25.

When: November 22-25
Where: Yas Marina Circuit
Tickets: From Dhs995 
Contact: +971-2-659-9800

Fit to dance
Two back-to-back performances, Judo and Balance & Imbalance, 
are presented by the critically-acclaimed Bareishit Dance Company 
from Seoul, South Korea. Judo expresses the symbolic meaning of 
sports through harmonious images of rhythm, movements and space. 
Balance & Imbalance show how the body is the oldest tool for human 
expression and communication. 

When: November 28
Where: The Red Theatre, Abu Dhabi University
Tickets: Dhs53-105 
Contact: www.nyuad-artscenter.org

Glo-tastic event
Neorun 2018 that takes place at night through tracks pockmarked 
with “spooktacular” surprises is back. Gear up for an UV-paint filled 
extravaganza, in which runners turn up in neon tutus and scary couture 
in true Halloween style. The run has been designed for participants aged 
10 and above, and the 3km route boasts a number of GLO-Zones, which 
offer trick or treat. So, unleash your creativity and be ready to run.

When: November 2
Where: Yas Marina Circuit
Tickets: From Dhs165
Contact: yasisland.ae

vi
si

ta
bu

dh
ab

i.a
e

Ba
re

is
hi

t D
an

ce
 C

om
pa

ny
 F

ac
eb

oo
k

American rapper Post Malone W
ik

ip
ed

ia

Security And Safety For All

NOVEMBER 2018 79999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL



TIPS & TRIVIA

THE LATE SHEIKH ZAYED’S VISION AND PRINCIPLES 

REMAIN ALIVE. IN THIS ‘YEAR OF ZAYED’, ALL OF US 

COULD AIM TO FOLLOW IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE MAN 

WHO UNITED THE UAE

BY DIPALI GUHA

LET OUT
YOUR INNER 

ZAYED
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This November is truly special for anyone who lives in the UAE – and likes 

it here. The second day of this month is the death anniversary of the late 

Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, and 2018 is also the ‘Year of Zayed’. That 

makes it even more timely for every UAE resident to remember the ideals and 

principles of the founding father and incorporate some of that into their day-to-

day existence. After all, his visions have shaped the modern UAE, and made it 

hospitable for so many nationalities. 

Abu Dhabi Tourism & Culture Authority
Security And Safety For All
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TIPS & TRIVIA

KEEP AN OPEN MIND
Sheikh Zayed foresaw the great importance of education, not just 

the bookish kind, but the truly enlightening kind. It would be a good 

use of any UAE resident’s time – seeing that we live alongside so 

many different nationalities – to learn more about other cultures, in 

particular the Arab culture. Book clubs, sports groups and language 

schools are great places where you can strike up a conversation 

with other expats and get yourself invited to some of their activities.

BE RESPECTFUL TO NATURE
The first president of the UAE was famous for having an 

environmentalist’s heart. He launched and implemented 

programmes to protect the country’s wildlife and promote 

sustainability. Anyone who lives in here should show that 

same care for nature. We all can, in our personal capacity, be 

environment-friendly even as urban dwellers – not littering; not 

wasting food, water, electricity, and fuel; volunteering for clean-up 

drives; cutting down on plastic usage; and recycling / upcycling are 

some of the ways in which everyone can help. It’s important to first 

really respect the environment, understand that our lives depend 

on it; from there, all our actions will be guided by that respect.

DO GIVE WHAT YOU CAN
One of the things that characterised Sheikh Zayed 

was the spirit of giving. Led by his vision, the UAE is 

amongst the most notable countries giving donations 

or aid for development and humanitarian needs across 

the globe. And we all have something to give: time, 

money, effort, skills. Organisations such as Dubai Cares; 

Community Development Authority, Dubai; and Emirates 

Wildlife Society (based in Abu Dhabi) offer volunteering 

opportunities. Local pet shelters and animal rescue teams 

are always stretched, and they’d welcome any help you 

can give. If you have strong academic skills, you could offer 

free lessons to children who need it, but whose parents 

can’t afford the extra tuition.
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SUPPORT INNOVATION
Sometimes, the modern education system produces students 

who act like automatons – there’s more focus on passing exams 

than on deeper learning and being creative. Well, passing exams 

is important but that doesn’t have to come at the cost of being 

creative. The entire existence of the UAE is based on innovation, 

and much of the credit goes to the founding father’s scientific 

mind. So, promote innovation in any way you can – by reading 

up on it; encouraging it amongst children in the family; organising 

fun family activities around solving problems or creating 

something useful with play kits.

PRACTISE HUMILITY
None of the things we do in the world would mean 

much if we ruin it all with puffed up arrogance. Despite 

his great stature – as a leading statesman not just in 

this region but in the world – the late Sheikh Zayed 

was known for his humility and compassion. His vision 

was that those who were stronger should always show 

understanding and compassion in their dealings with 

ordinary people. Humility in this context isn’t being meek 

and servile, but understanding that power comes with a 

certain responsibility.

While the UAE, naturally, has many things named after 

the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, there are 

things in other countries that also bear his name. These 

include: two international airports, one in Pakistan and 

another in Albania; a lecture theatre at the London School 

of Economics; and a street in Montenegro.

Did you know?
C

ro
w

n 
Pr

in
ce

 C
ou

rt
 A

bu
 D

ha
bi

Cr
ow

n 
Pr

in
ce

 C
ou

rt
 A

bu
 D

ha
bi

Cr
ow

n 
Pr

in
ce

 C
ou

rt
 A

bu
 D

ha
bi

Security And Safety For All

NOVEMBER 2018 83999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL



TAKE A PEEK AT THE NEWEST MUST-HAVE HIGH-TECH ELECTRONIC DEVICES

GADGETS

ANOTHER GREAT 
HYBRID

Two-in-one computers – laptop screen-size tablets with 
their own keyboards – are now becoming more and more 

common. Microsoft’s Surface Pro is one, and now you’ve got 
the Google Pixel Slate. It runs Chrome OS, and also Android 

apps, and supports the Pixelbook Pen as well. The 
specifications range from a base model with Celeron, going up 

to a Core i7, 16GB of RAM, and 256GB of storage. Other 
features include 8-megapixel front and rear cameras, front-

firing stereo speakers, and a 12.3-inch, low-temperature 
polycrystalline silicon LCD screen.

Website: https://store.google.com
Price: From $599 (Dhs2,200)

LITTLE, BUT FIERCE
The Devialet Phantom Reactor Speaker is the little brother 
amongst its family of sound accessories. It looks good and 

sounds good. The small speaker has two hermetically sealed 
woofers, delivering low bass sound, and sound details are 

largely distortion-free. The speaker works with just about 
any kind of sound source – it has WiFi for AirPlay, Spotify, 

and UPnP playback, Bluetooth, and a physical input port. 
Available with a total power output of either 600W or 900W.

Website: www.devialet.com 
Price: From $999 (Dhs3,669)

SMART FACIAL SCAN
Panasonic, a global leader in security systems and network 

surveillance solutions, launched their i-PRO EXTREME 
security and surveillance solutions platform at the GITEX 
2018. The highlight of their new set of security solution is 

the Facial Recognition System, aka Face Pro, which features 
a deep learning algorithm  that can identify faces otherwise 

difficult to recognise using conventional video surveillance 
technology. It identifies faces at an angle of up to 

45-degrees to the left or right, or 30-degrees up or down; 
faces partially hidden by sunglasses; and facial changes 
through aging. Soon, a function to detect faces partially 

covered using surgical masks will be introduced towards the 
end of 2018. The software also features an Intelligent Auto 
mode which automatically tweaks the camera settings for 

optimal images aiding face recognition.

Website: https://security.panasonic.com
Price: TBA
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ALL-ROUNDER CAMERA
Famous for its optical systems and high-quality lenses, the German company Zeiss 

has launched a camera that looks simple but is highly ambitious. The Zeiss ZX1 Camera 
has a fixed Zeiss 

Distagon 35mm f/2 T* lens 
and a Zeiss-developed 

37.4-megapixel full-frame sensor for 
fabulous image quality. On the back, the 

camera has 4.3-inch multi-touch display – and 
that’s not just for admiring your own shots. The display runs 

a fully integrated version of Adobe Photoshop Lightroom CC, 
so that the photographer can do advanced on-device edits. It 

also lets you directly upload to the Internet in an 
uncomplicated way. The camera’s massive 512GB of internal 

storage holds more than 6,000 files. Coming soon – in early 
2019.

Website: https://zx1.zeiss.com 
Price: TBA 

TAP, TAP, TAP 
This thing looks so much like a knuckleduster that it takes a 

while to accept that this is, in fact, an input device. The Tap 
Wearable Keyboard & Mouse is quite a novelty because the 

whole device is made up of a series of ‘rings’ that registers 
your hand movements. So, you don’t need a physical 

keyboard and you don’t need to touch the screen to control 
the cursor or screen keypad, but you do need a surface on 
which to tap. It could be just about anything. It connects via 
Bluetooth and is compatible with almost all major operating 

systems.

Website: www.tapwithus.com
Price: $179 (Dhs657)

JUICE UP, FAST
With all the gadgets that we 

juggle all the time, running out 
of juice is a fear – and great 

inconvenience. While power 
banks have become everyday 

carry items, not all of them 
charge very fast, and most of 

them can support one device at 
a time. But the new Nimble 

10-Day Portable Charger has 
four output ports, including an 

18W fast charging USB-C and a 
dedicated QC 3.0 port, so that 

your mobile and your tablet 
both can charged fast. The 

charger’s battery can produce 
up to 10 full charges and it’s 

compatible with iPhone, 
Samsung, and Nintendo Switch. 
The neat design looks sleek and 

keeps the cord tidy. What’s 
more, the device is made from 
sustainable materials and the 

packaging is plastic-free.

Website: www.gonimble.com
Price: $100 (Dhs367)
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NEW INTERNATIONAL MOVIE RELEASES COMING SOON 
TO A CINEMA NEAR YOU

A PRIVATE WAR 
DIRECTOR: MATTHEW HEINEMAN  
STARRING: ROSAMUND PIKE, JAMIE DORNAN, 
TOM HOLLANDER, STANLEY TUCCI 
MOVIE TYPE: TRUE STORY

MOVIES

THE FRONT-RUNNER

THE NUTCRACKER AND THE FOUR REALMS

This is the screen narrative of one of the top political controversies. Senator Gary Hart 

(Jackman) is the frontrunner during the early stages of the 1988 race for the Democratic 

presidential nomination, when his campaign is rocked by revelations of an extramarital 

affair. This should be a treat, given director Jason Reitman’s track record, which includes 

Juno (2007) and Up in the Air (2009).

DIRECTOR: JASON REITMAN  
STARRING: HUGH JACKMAN, VERA FARMIGA, COURTNEY FORD, 
KAITLYN DEVER, J.K. SIMMONS, MOLLY EPHRAIM, ARI GRAYNOR
MOVIE TYPE: TRUE STORY

Every lover of culture knows The Nutcracker as a ballet, because of the incredible music 

by the Russian great Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky. Which is why this live action film is an 

intriguing idea, especially seeing that it’s helmed by Lasse Hallström, the name behind 

such delightful films as Chocolat (2000) and Salmon Fishing in the Yemen (2011). In The 

Nutcracker, a young girl named Clara (Foy) wants a key – a one-of-a-kind key that’ll 

unlock a box that holds a priceless gift from her late mother. A golden thread, presented 

to her at the holiday party of her godfather Drosselmeyer (Freeman), leads her to the 

coveted key – which promptly disappears into a strange and mysterious parallel world.

DIRECTOR: LASSE HALLSTROM, JOE JOHNSTON  
STARRING: MISTY COPELAND, MACKENZIE FOY, MORGAN FREEMAN, 
KEIRA KNIGHTLEY, HELEN MIRREN, MATTHEW MACFADYEN 
MOVIE TYPE: FANTASY, ADAPTATION

In a world where journalism is under attack, Marie Colvin (Pike) is one of the most celebrated 

war correspondents of our time. Colvin has a spirit that drives to the frontlines of conflicts 

across the globe to give voice to the voiceless. After being hit by a grenade, she wears a 

distinctive eye patch. Colvin sacrifices relationships, and over time, her personal life starts to 

unravel as the trauma she has witnessed takes its toll. Yet, her mission to show the true cost 

of war leads her – along with renowned war photographer Paul Conroy (Dornan) – to embark 

on the most dangerous assignment of their lives, in the besieged Syrian city of Homs. 

NOVEMBER 201886 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL

Security And Safety For AllSecurity And Safety For All



AT ETERNITY’S GATE

DIRECTOR: JULIAN SCHNABEL   
STARRING: WILLEM DAFOE, MADS MIKKELSEN, EMMANUELLE 
SEIGNER, AMIRA CASAR, NIELS ARESTRUP, OSCAR ISAAC  
MOVIE TYPE: DRAMA  

Security And Safety For All

This is a journey inside the world and mind of an artist who, despite scepticism, ridicule 

and illness, created some of the world’s best-known and stunning paintings. This is not a 

forensic biography, but rather scenes based on the letters of Vincent van Gogh (Dafoe), 

common agreement about events in his life, hearsay and moments that are just plain 

invented.  

CREED II

DR SEUSS’ THE GRINCH 

Life has become a balancing act for Adonis Creed (Jordan), son of boxer Apollo 

Creed, who was a friend of the boxing great Rocky Balboa (Stallone). Between 

personal obligations and training for his next big fight, Adonis is up against the 

challenge of his life. Facing an opponent with ties to his family’s past only intensifies 

his impending battle in the ring. Rocky is there by his side and, together, they’ll 

confront their shared legacy. 

DIRECTOR: STEVEN CAPLE JR   
STARRING: SYLVESTER STALLONE, MICHAEL B. JORDAN, TESSA 
THOMPSON, PHYLICIA RASHAD, WOOD HARRIS, ANDRE WARD   
MOVIE TYPE: ACTION 

Benedict Cumberbatch lends his voice to the infamous Grinch, who lives a solitary life 

inside a cave on Mt Crumpet with only his loyal dog, Max, for company. The Grinch 

only sees his neighbours in Whoville when he runs out of food. Each year, the Whos 

disrupt the tranquil solitude of the Grinch with their loud celebrations. When the Whos 

declare they’re going to make Christmas three times bigger this year, the Grinch 

realises there’s only one thing to do: he must steal the celebration. 

DIRECTORS: SCOTT MOSIER, YARROW CHENEY  
VOICES: BENEDICT CUMBERBATCH, RASHIDA JONES, ANGELA 
LANSBURY, PHARRELL WILLIAMS 
MOVIE TYPE: ANIMATION
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BOOKSSecurity And Safety For All

Better focus, better decisions, better parenting, and the most gripping mysteries – all to be 
found between these pages

Security And Safety For All

Breathe in,  
breathe out
Title: Aware: The Science and 
Practice of Presence — The 
Groundbreaking Meditation Practice
Author: Dr Daniel Siegel M.D. 
Publisher: TarcherPerigee
Price: $28 (Dhs103) (Hardcover)

Meditation is a spiritual experience, and 

it’s also a scientific experience. This 

book gives the reader an in-depth look 

at the science that underlies meditation’s 

effectiveness. The author reveals how 

developing a Wheel of Awareness practice 

to focus attention, open awareness and 

cultivate kind intention can help you grow 

a healthier brain and reduce fear, anxiety, 

and stress.

Find your courage
Title: The Day You Begin 
Author: Jacqueline Woodson 
Illustrator: Rafael López
Publisher: Nancy Paulsen Books
Price: $18.99 (Dhs70) (Hardcover) 

Award-winning writer Jacqueline Woodson 

and award-winning illustrator Rafael López 

have teamed up to create a book about 

finding the courage to connect, even when 

you feel scared and alone – such as when 

you walk into a room, and feel completely 

different from everyone else. The lyrical 

text and lovely art remind us that we all 

feel like outsiders sometimes – and how 

brave it is that we go forth anyway. And 

that sometimes, when we reach out and 

begin to share our stories, others will be 

happy to meet us halfway. (This book is 

also available in Spanish, as El Día En Que 

Descubres Quién Eres.)

This WOMAN is not 
the dearest
Title: The Other Woman 
Author: Sandie Jones 
Publisher: Minotaur Books
Price: $26.99 (Dhs99) (Hardcover)

Adam adores Emily. Emily thinks Adam 

is perfect. But lurking in the shadows 

is a rival, a woman who shares a deep 

bond with the man she loves. Emily 

chose Adam, but she didn’t choose 

his mother Pammie. There’s nothing 

a mother wouldn’t do for her son, and 

now Emily is about to find out just how 

far Pammie will go to get what she 

wants: Emily gone forever. This is a 

chilling psychological suspense about a 

man, his new girlfriend and the mother 

who will not let him go.
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The best way to do big things
Title: Farsighted: How We Make the Decisions That Matter the Most
Authors: Steven Johnson 
Publisher: Riverhead Books
Price: $28 (Dhs103) (Hardcover)

Big, life-altering decisions matter so much more than the decisions we make every 

day, and they’re also the most difficult: where to live, whom to marry, what to believe, 

whether to start a company or not. The author uncovers powerful tools for honing the 

important skill of complex decision-making. While you can’t model a once-in-a-lifetime 

choice, you can model the deliberative tactics of expert decision-makers. These 

experts aren’t just the master strategists running major companies or negotiating 

high-level diplomacy. They’re the novelists who draw out the complexity of their 

characters’ inner lives; the city officials who secure long-term water supplies; and the 

scientists who reckon with future challenges most of us haven’t even imagined.  

Who killed her?
Title: The Wife Before Me
Author: Laura Elliot 
Publisher: Bookouture
Price: $10.99 (Dhs40) (Paperback)

One evening as the sun is setting, Amelia Madison’s car slides into the sea off a pier. Her 

body is never found. Two years later, Elena Langdon meets Nicholas Madison. She is 

grieving the loss of her mother, he is grieving for his wife. Together they can help each 

other. Now Elena is living with Nicholas. But Elena doesn’t really know him. And she 

doesn’t know what really happened to Amelia. Until the day she discovers the torn page 

of a letter and the words she reads chill her to the bone. Elena must find the person who 

wrote these letters if she wants to save herself.

Identity crisis
Title: When the Lights Go Out
Author: Mary Kubica 
Publisher: Park Row
Price: $26.99 (Dhs99) (Hardcover)

A woman is forced to question her own identity in this emotionally charged book. 

Jessie Sloane is on the path to rebuilding her life after years of caring for her ailing 

mother. She rents a new apartment and applies for college. But when the college 

informs her that her social security number has raised a red flag, Jessie discovers 

a shocking detail that causes her to doubt everything she has ever known. As 

days pass, her judgment becomes blurred, her thoughts are hampered by fatigue. 

Jessie begins to see things until she can no longer tell the difference between 

what’s real and what she has only imagined.
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ENVIRONMENT

Turtles complete trek from UAE to Oman
IN in a bid to discover ways to protect 

their numbers, two green turtles were 

released in Abu Dhabi and have swum all 

the way to Oman.

These turtles were satellite-tagged, 

and this was done by scientists to acquire 

valuable data to protect the endangered 

species.

The Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi 

(EAD) released them off Bu Tinah Island 

in April.

The two of them, which were named 

Wisdom and Respect in honour of the 

Year of Zayed, took about 30 days to 

reach a remote beach in Oman.

As per satellite data gathered, they 

swam about 36km per day at a speed of 

1.5kph on average.

The project was done during the Year 

of Zayed, which makes it symbolic as the 

late Sheikh Zayed, the Founding Father 

of the UAE, is considered to be one of 

the world’s great conservationists.

IN the fourth week of September, the 

UAE Ministry of Climate Change and 

Environment launched the UAE Air Quality 

Index (UAE AQI) on the ministry’s app. 

collaboration with Khalifa University 

of Science and Technology. As part of 

giving a forecast, the index predicts the 

concentration of dust and particulate 

matters with a diameter of less than 2.5 

microns (PM2.5) in the air. 

These very small particles are most 

likely to affect the lungs, as they’re small 

enough to breach the body’s natural 

barriers. So, if you know that you’re going 

somewhere with a high concentration of 

PM2.5, you might want to wear a mask.

HE Dr Thani Al Zeyoudi, Minister of 

Climate Change and Environment, said, 

“Air pollution is arguably one of the most 

important concerns around the world 

today and has a serious impact on human 

health and the environment. That is why 

the quality of the air we breathe is a key 

issue highlighted in the National Agenda 

of the UAE Vision 2021.” 

The UAE AQI is accessible on the 

ministry’s app and portal, or on the link 

earth.masdar.ac.ae/air_quality/forecast_

aqi.php

With this index, residents can get real-

time readings of the satellite-monitored 

AQI across the country.

The index is the result of the ministry’s 

UAE ministry launches app on air quality index 

Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi 
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Just 12 years, that’s all we’ve got to change our ways 

Don’t throw away that dress so soon

A landmark report by the United Nations 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC), released in October, says 

that 12 years is the time the world has got 

to limit climate change, before the situation 

gets out of hand. 

That would be 12 years in which to take 

drastic action to limit global warming to a 

maximum of 1.5˚C. After this, even a small 

rise in the average global temperature 

will mean a much higher risk of extreme 

weather events.

This warning means that all countries 

would need to go beyond what they 

had pledged for the Paris Agreement of 

November 2016. According to the United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change: “The Paris Agreement central aim 

is to strengthen the global response to 

the threat of climate change by keeping a 

global temperature rise this century well 

below 2 degrees Celsius above pre-

industrial levels and to pursue efforts to 

limit the temperature increase even further 

to 1.5 degrees Celsius.” The IPCC report 

indicates that efforts must be stretched to 

achieve the maximum mitigation, with no 

room for complacence.

The IPCC report says that the changes 

WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE?

To achieve a warming limit of 1.5˚C, the 

world needs to cut carbon pollution by 

45 per cent by 2030, much higher than 

the 20 per cent cut required to achieve a 

limit of 2˚C. 

The 1.5˚C goal will need to see carbon 

pollution come down to zero by 2050, 

rather than by 2075 for the 2˚C goal.

Reforestation, shifts to renewable 

energy, electric transport systems, and 

better carbon capture technology are 

all essential. 

required to limit global warming to 1.5˚C 

are drastic but feasible. They do have a 

financial cost, but the cost of not making 

those changes would be much higher.

The 1.5˚C study was presented in 

Incheon, South Korea, at a plenary of 

195 countries. An official said, “It’s a 

line in the sand and what it says to our 

species is that this is the moment and 

we must act now. This is the largest 

clarion bell from the science community 

and I hope it mobilises people and dents 

the mood of complacency.”

FAST fashion, the term for people buying 

tonnes of cheap clothes only to throw them 

at the end of a ‘fashion season’, is very bad 

for the environment, members of the British 

parliament said. 

British lawmakers are looking at the 

climate impact of fast fashion – both in 

terms greenhouse gases produced by the 

largescale manufacturing and the pollution 

caused by the discarded clothes piling up 

in landfills.

The House of Commons Environmental 

Audit Committee has pointed out that people 

are now buying much more clothing than 

they did a year ago; the synthetic fibre in 

cheap clothes end up in the sea when the 

clothes are washed, and that’s damaging the 

marine food chain. 

The MPs are now communicating with 

the retail industry to see how the economic 

benefits of fashion can be retained but the 

environmental damage be reduced. As 

for consumers, they can start by investing 

in quality clothes that are made of mostly 

biodegradable material and not throw away 

clothes every few months.
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HEALTH NEWS

Daily aspirin isn’t such a magic pill

Sleep deprivation and car crashes go together

LIKE the proverbial apple a day that’s 

supposed to keep the doctor away, an 

aspirin a day is commonly considered 

good for elderly people. The pill is a blood 

thinner and prevents blood clots that could 

lead to a cerebral stroke or heart attack. But 

this benefit isn’t universal and that mustn’t 

be forgotten.

A major study carried out in the US and 

Australia covered 19,114 people over the 

age of 70. They were all in good health, 

and had no history of cardiac problems. 

Half of the test subjects took a daily low 

dose aspirin for five years. As a result, there 

was no significant decrease in their risk of 

heart problems, as compared to the other 

half that didn’t get the daily pill. But what 

happened was that the daily-aspirin group 

was an at an increased risk of stomach 

bleeds, as compared to the no-aspirin 

group.

These findings, published in the New 

England Journal of Medicine, corroborate 

information on the website of the US 

HUMAN error is responsible for most 

vehicular accidents – that’s a well-known 

fact. While reckless behaviour is easy 

to spot, what causes inattention so 

Food & Drug Administration. Information 

under ‘Consumer Updates’ said: “Scientific 

evidence shows that taking an aspirin daily 

can help prevent a heart attack or stroke in 

some people, but not in everyone. It also 

can cause unwanted side effects.”

People who do benefit from aspirin are 

those who’ve had a heart attack or stroke, 

but even this use needs to be monitored by 

a doctor.

frequently? One of the factors is sleep 

deprivation. 

The stress of modern life, especially 

the gadget-addicted life, means that most 

of us are somewhat sleep-deprived often. 

And if we get behind the car wheel in 

that state, the chances of an accident are 

high. How to measure the risk? A new 

study tells us.

The study, published in the journal 

Sleep, indicates that motorists who’ve 

had fewer than seven hours’ sleep in 

the past 24 hours are at a greater risk of 

crash than those who’ve had adequate 

sleep. The risk jumps for motorists 

who’ve slept for less than four hours in 

the preceding 24 hours. This group is 15 

times more likely to cause a crash than 

well-rested drivers.

According to data from the United 

States, about 7 per cent of all motor 

vehicle crashes and 16 per cent of fatal 

crashes have a drowsy driver as a factor. 

The new research analysed figures from 

a previous study by the US Department of 

Transportation, which investigated 5,470 

crashes and interviewed the drivers.
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Kids learn better with less screen time 
IF you’ve got a child who swipes a screen frequently – and 

the habit starts at infancy these days – then it’s time for action. 

According to a study, children aged 8-11 years performed better 

at cognitive ability tests when their recreational screen time was 

limited to less than two hours a day, and when they also got 

enough sleep, like 9-11 hours every night.

Note that this refers to recreational screen time, not all types 

of device usage, which would include learning. However, the 

researchers added that the findings pointed to an association, 

and didn’t prove a link.

The study, published in The Lancet Child & Adolescent Health 

journal, gave questionnaires to 4,500 American children, and got 

data on: physical activity; sleep; recreational screen time. The 

young subjects were also given a cognitive ability test to assess: 

language, memory, attention.

The control factors in the study were: household income; 

parental and child education; ethnicity; pubertal development; 

body mass index; traumatic brain injury. 

With all of this factored in, it was found that limited fun time with 

a screen – any kind of screen, tablet or TV – meant better results 

in tests. 

Feeling lazy? Talk to your brain
FOR so many people, the couch seems 

to be the favourite place, and pressing 

buttons on the TV remote is the most work 

they’re willing to do after office hours. 

But why, when it’s possible to join a gym 

or even exercise at home – and get a 

lot fitter? A new study offers a possible 

answer: our brains like the sedentary life. 

Researchers from the University 

of British Columbia carried out 

electroencephalograms (EEGs) on test 

subjects, and found that the subjects had 

to make their brains work harder in order to 

get more active.

Matthieu Boisgontier and his colleagues 

published their research in the journal 

Neuropsychologia. “Conserving energy has 

been essential for humans’ survival, as it 

allowed us to be more efficient in searching 

for food and shelter, competing for sexual 

partners, and avoiding predators,” said 

Boisgontier, a post-doctoral researcher 

at the UBC’s brain behaviour lab. This 

evolutionary development, however, clashes 

with the modern lifestyle, in which there’s 

no hunting to do, shelter is more or less 

secure, and finding 

a partner isn’t that 

difficult. Boisgontier said, “The failure of 

public policies to counteract the pandemic 

of physical inactivity may be due to brain 

processes that have been developed and 

reinforced across evolution.”

The study subjects were young adults 

who were given control of their own virtual 

avatar. Then the researchers flashed a 

series of small images across the computer 

screen – the images showed either physical 

activity or physical inactivity. The subjects’ 

task was to move the avatar very quickly 

towards the pictures of activity and away 

from the pictures of inactivity; and then this 

movement was reversed, meaning towards 

inactivity and away from activity.

The EEG electrodes recorded brain 

activity while the subjects controlled their 

avatar. It was found that though the 

participants moved faster towards 

the activity images than the 

inactivity images, this made their 

brains work harder.

Now, what to do with this 

knowledge? Boisgontier 

said, “Anything that happens 

automatically is difficult to inhibit, 

even if you want to, because you 

don’t know that it is happening. But 

knowing that it is happening is an 

important first step.” 
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WHAT THE MONTH
HAS IN STORE

Aries (March 21 – April 19)

This is the month for you to feel adventurous and try new things you 

were scared or unsure to do before. Whether it may concern your 

professional or personal life, it is the right time to get out of your shell 

and see what life has to offer. There are many things in store for you this month so make 

the most of it and conquer them all - do great things for yourself, meet new people, go to 

new places, and continue to discover that will help you expand your horizon.

Taurus (April 20 – May 21)

Take this month to take some time off and spend quality 

time with your family and friends as they will help you 

cope with the difficulties that you experienced. Remember 

to surround yourself with positive people so that you will feel reinvigorated 

and refreshed. This will come to your advantage as well because you would 

be determined and motivated, even if life throws you lemons at times.

Gemini (May 22 – June 20)

Don’t fret about occasional delays and hiccups in your life as they 

are preparing you for something better and worth waiting, especially 

when it comes to financial matters. Do not feel frustrated and 

impatient; simply focus on the things you are doing right now while pushing yourself to 

be better without forgetting to give yourself a time to relax every now and then.

Cancer (June 21 – July 22)

Everyone admires you for your passion for learning and for trying new 

things, and this is something that you should hold onto because it will 

bring you bigger opportunities in life and career. Whether it’s about 

a new business venture or a career promotion, you will be presented with a variety of 

opportunities which bring you much greater success.

Leo (July 23 – August 22)

Career-wise, things will be better for you this time. Responsibilities 

will ease up and career troubles will subside, giving you more time 

to focus on important matters outside of work. Nevertheless, this 

will not hurt your chances in moving forward in your work. In fact, you will still be 

able to receive appreciation for the job you’ve done inside the workplace from your 

superiors and colleagues.

Virgo (August 23 – September 22)

The kindness you have shown your friends and family will return to 

you tenfold. Those people who you have reached out to will remember 

what you’ve done for them which will also be a great opportunity to 

reconnect with friends or family members. Another thing you’ve desired for a long time will 

come your way soon, be it a career promotion, an international travel, meeting a new friend, 

or a business opportunity.

Libra (September 23 – October 22)

This is the time of happiness, optimism, and generosity for you as this 

phase will open opportunities for personal, professional, and spiritual 

growth. Make plans and push through with them, as your good and 

positive thinking will deliver great outcomes. Your excellent decision-making skills enable 

you to visualise clear, preferred paths. Plan or set off on a trip, especially long distance 

travels, to help you organise your plans in life and the future.

Scorpio (October 23 – November 21)

Unexpected changes will soon come to you. The unpredictable nature 

of these changes might mean you are on edge, so react quickly to 

flailing circumstances. You can plan your next courses of action in an 

efficient way by paying more attention to details. Your strong work ethics and optimism 

will enable you to face complex and difficult tasks. Making and embracing necessary 

changes will improve your self-belief and character.

Sagittarius (November 22 – December 21)

This is the ideal time to explore business negotiations and apply 

for work, trade, study, or sign contracts. Although you will be 

very busy, you will think and speak ideas clearly with your quick 

thinking and alertness. Your interaction and communications with people will go in 

a straightforward fashion, and making friends and mutually beneficial friendships 

will come easy. 

 

Capricorn (December 22 – January 19)

This month will bring you reward after years of hard work in 

striving towards your goals. The harder you work and the greater 

responsibilities you carry, the more rewarding this period will be. Extra 

challenges may come your way, but these will add to your personal and professional 

progress. You will come across very important changes in your life but these changes will 

bring about self-discovery and revelations.

Aquarius (January 20 – February 18)

You may have an uneasy and anxious feeling about an impending 

change, as this time will bring some uncertainties in your life. Changes 

in your personal appearance or self-esteem may be necessary, but 

will be fruitful as they might open new paths for more possibilities and opportunities. Be 

proactive about change and embrace it positively. Prioritise self-care and find ways to 

reconnect with yourself by braving new paths.

Pisces (February 19 – March 20)

November is a good time to reevaluate and rethink your plans, 

ideas, and even beliefs. Turn these new ideas into opportunities for 

success, good fortune, and increased happiness. It will be difficult 

for you to make sense of everything, but you will generate many wonderful and 

groundbreaking ideas that will open many paths. Take on fewer projects to make the 

most out of this opportunity.
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SOLUTIONS
FOR THE OCTOBER ISSUE
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PUZZLES
ACROSS
1  Blooming tooth robber! You have the legal right to 

fine him (12)
9  Dostoyevsky’s Prince Myshkin gives one girl books (5)
10  Bursting in and bursting out, we hear (9)
11  Completed dub on soundtrack extraordinarily 

quickly (9)
12  Recent time lost makes one tardier (5)
13  Some metal boxes get returned, flattened at the 

edges (6)
15  Radioactive metal found in protein by one university 

microbiologist originally (8)
18  Composer who brought Spanish language to Italy? 

(8)
19  It helps produce groovy music (6)
22  Required by one sitting president at meeting (5)
24  Television show (9)
26  One who makes good money for his employers (9)
27  Brad returns with a climber (5)
28  Repeatedly speak with East European corrupt 

dialect (6-6)

DOWN
1  Bespectacled Corin somehow finds a S. American 

flower (7)
2  Brief moment for a lyricist? (5)
3  Give advance payment to South African province 

before delivery (9)
4  Non-Spanish speaker in America has to travel around 

to make a call (6)
5  Version of Christe eleison primarily for those with 

unorthodox creed (8)
6  Banish former huntsman out East (5)
7  Defective hearing result of putting one in the wind (8)
8  Worker is on the edge in Northern Ireland (6)
14  Reluctant Marion (8) 
16  Raised capital to support one theatre with production 

of Lear, among others (5,4)
17  Eskimo shaman finds English king (8)
18  Commander in chief to the Queen has love for
 orator (6)
20  Leak incomplete cross-reference (7)
21  A mineral source extremely thin on the ground (6)
23  Dance graduate leaves cake (5)
25  A shortage (5)
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