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EDITOR’S NOTE

W
hen we see a country that has made rapid strides in every 

way within less than half a century, we feel not only proud, 

but very grateful. We’re particularly grateful for one thing: that 

a hundred years ago Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan was born, and 

that event changed the destiny of the seven emirates. 

As you’ll read in our cover story and special tribute to the nation’s 

founding father – in this concluding month of the ‘Year of Zayed’ – how 

the spartan life he led in his formative years, and the lessons he 

absorbed by watching his father, gave him the wisdom and foresight that 

made the birth of the UAE possible. It’s very rare to come across a leader 

who does everything right for his own generation and for the generations 

to come, and we are most fortunate to have such leaders. Our tribute to 

the late Sheikh Zayed has envoys of other nations speaking of their 

appreciation of the first President’s work and legacy.

In this issue, we have a feature focusing on a quality that’s prized in 

the UAE; that quality is honesty, and it’s one of the fundamental 

requirements of a progressive society. For that reason, the UAE not only 

asks its citizens and residents to be law-abiding, but also has systems for 

recognising such positive behaviour. Our feature on this tells tales of how 

anything lost in the UAE has been reunited with its owner.

Given how much effort the government authorities put into preventing 

losses for the residents, it’s rather strange why some people would 

voluntarily hand over their money to fraudsters. Have you heard that your 

money could be instantly doubled by a machine? If such a wonder 

machine exists, would anyone ever need to work? Sadly, some gullible 

people still don’t understand the phrase “too good to be true” – our very 

enlightening report on the money doubling scam will tell you how it’s 

done, so that you can stay protected. 

Another common scam is that of visa issuance. This is a document for 

which there are clear-cut authorised channels, but some visa-seekers 

bizarrely turn to social media to get this document and fall prey to 

scammers. To make you aware of this murky online world, we have a 

report on this topic.

Such crimes apart, there are other aspects of law enforcement and 

preventive measures to which we draw your attention in this issue. How 

to bring medicines into the country is one such aspect; almost everyone 

is impacted by this law, so our feature will give you all the relevant 

knowledge. Another feature on security is about fire prevention, and we 

go looking at a revolutionary system called Hassantuk, which practically 

lets the building call the fire brigade.

As we bid goodbye to the ‘Year of Zayed’, we prepared a recap of all 

the 2018 cover stories in 999 Magazine – we hope that through these, 

we’ve added value to your life. Do remain with us in 2019, too. Wish you a 

Happy New Year in advance.
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YOU CAN CERTAINLY SAY THAT NOTHING IS EVER LOST IN THE UAE, WHERE A 
CLEANER WILL RETURN A BAGFUL OF GOLD AND DIAMOND TO THE OWNER. HERE’S 
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CENTENARY YEAR. THIS MAKES THE OCCASION A DOUBLE 
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HH Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai and Chairman 
of Dubai Executive Council; HH Sheikh Maktoum bin 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Deputy Ruler of 
Dubai; HH Sheikh Ahmed bin Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Chairman of Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum Knowledge Foundation; and HE 
Mohammad bin Abdullah Al Gergawi, Minister of 
Cabinet Affairs and the Future, attended the meeting.

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
also attended the opening of the third Annual 
Meeting of the World Economic Forum’s (WEF) 
Global Future Councils in Dubai, which brought 
together nearly 700 top experts from 70 
countries, featured 38 councils each focused on 
a specific future issue.

NEWSNEWS

VP stresses UAE’s role as catalyst for peaceful coexistence

Mohammed bin Rashid receives World Economic Forum President

Khalifa issues law on legislation for future technologies
RegLab will be the largest laboratory 

to develop future laws governing the 
application of technology.

The laboratory aims to allow the UAE 
to become a regional and global leader 
in terms of innovation, including self-
driving vehicles and artificial intelligence 
in health.

It is also mandated to work with leaders 
from government authorities as well as the 
private and business sectors to develop 
laws which are vital for the technology 
sector affecting humanity and to support 
the UAE’s role as a global incubator of 
innovation and creative projects.

4,000 UAE flags ensemble to create portrait of Khalifa

President appoints FCA Chair, Executive Director of Presidential Protocols

development journey. 
This initiative is in line 
with Brand Dubai’s 
mission of 
communicating Dubai’s 
unique history, cultural 
identity and aspirations 
through innovative 
artistic initiatives,” said 
Brand Dubai Director 
Nehal Badri.

The Flag Garden 
features three viewing 
decks that offer visitors a vantage point to 
view the flag display and take pictures 
against the backdrop of the portrait created 
by the flags.

of the Federal Customs Authority with 
the rank of Minister.

In a separate Federal Decree, HH 
Sheikh Khalifa has appointed 

HELD for fifth year in a row, this year’s Flag 
Garden used over 4,000 UAE flags to create 
a portrait of President His Highness Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan.

Located at Kite Beach in Jumeirah, this 
year’s Flag Garden was organised by Brand 
Dubai, the creative arm of the Government 
of Dubai Media Office (GDMO).

The Flag Garden also displays verses of 
‘To Khalifa’, a poem written by Vice 
President and Prime Minister of the UAE and 
Ruler of Dubai His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum about 
HH Sheikh Khalifa.

“This year’s edition of Flag Garden aims 
to celebrate our nation’s leaders and 
highlight their important role in the UAE’s 

PRESIDENT His Highness Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan issued 
a Federal Decree appointing Ali 
Saeed Matar Al Neyadi as Chairman 

Mohammed Rashid Al Suwaidi as the 
Executive Director of Presidential 
Protocols at the Ministry of 
Presidential Affairs.

WAM

WAM

PRESIDENT His Highness Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan has 
issued a federal law which 
authorises the UAE Cabinet to 
grant temporary licenses for 
testing of innovations that utilise 
advance technologies and its 
applications, such as Artificial 
Intelligence (AI).

It shall provide a safe testing 
environment legislation that will 
govern the use of future technology.

The study to develop new 
legislation will begin with the launch 
of the RegLab in January 2019.

VICE President and Prime Minister of the UAE 
and Ruler of Dubai His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum 
highlighted the role of the nation as a catalyst 
for peaceful co-existence with the aim of 
ensuring happiness, stability and prosperity 
between cultures.

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid stressed 
on this significant role of the UAE during the 
opening ceremony of the World Tolerance 
Summit, a two-day summit organised by the 
International Institute for Tolerance.

The Summit brings together government 
leaders, key figures from the public and private 
sectors, peacekeeping ambassadors and 
change-makers from across the world to discuss 
the importance of tolerance, peace and 
equality, and celebrate diversity.

“We in the UAE aim to create a model for 
tolerance and positive coexistence and be a 
catalyst for building greater understanding 
between cultures. We will continue to 
contribute towards promoting global dialogue 
and goodwill between people of different 
nations, cultures and backgrounds,” HH Sheikh 

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of 
the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, received Borge 

Mohammed bin Rashid said.
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid added: 

“We have learned much from Zayed’s values 
and ideals, the most important of which is 
tolerance. The UAE accepts people from all 
backgrounds, and they all live happily and 

Brende, 
President and 
Member of 
the Managing 
Board of the 
World 
Economic 
Forum (WEF).

During their 
meeting, HH 
Sheikh 
Mohammed 
bin Rashid 

work together to build a better future.”
Held under the theme ‘Prospering from 

Pluralism: Embracing Diversity through 
Innovation and Collaboration’, the Summit 
brings together over 2,000 ministers and 
government leaders from around the world.

Held annually, ‘Flag Garden’ attracts 
interest from residents and visitors across the 
UAE. The Flag Garden is open to visitors 
until December 1. Vice President appoints justices of DIFC Courts

Justice Omar Juma Al Fajeer Al Muhairi 
joined Dubai Financial Services Authority 
in 2004 as a consultant. He was 
appointed as Senior Judicial Officer in 
DIFC Courts in 2005, and as Appeal 
Judge in DIFC Courts in 2008. During his 
tenure as a Judge, Justice Al Muhairi has 
dealt with a large number of major 
criminal, commercial and civil cases.

Justice Tun Zaki bin Azmi joined DIFC 
Courts in December 2013, following a 
long-distinguished career in Malaysia, where 
he served as Chief Justice of Malaysia for 
three years, and President of the Court of 
Appeal. He was directly appointed as a 
Federal Judge, the first time in Malaysia’s 
judicial history that a practising lawyer was 
directly appointed to such a position.

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and 
Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of 
Dubai, has issued Decrees No. 33 and 
34 of 2018, appointing Justice Tun Zaki 
bin Azmi as Chief Justice of the Dubai 
International Financial Centre Courts (DIFC 
Courts) and Justice Omar Juma Al Fajeer Al 
Muhairi as Deputy Chief Justice.

welcomed Brende to Dubai and lauded the 
strategic partnership between the World 
Economic Forum and the Global Future Councils.
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THE Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King 
Salman bin Abdualziz Al Saud of Saudi Arabia, 
and His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 

Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and 
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed 
Forces, discussed ways of further consolidating 

the robust relations between the 
kingdom and the UAE, along 
with an array of regional and 
international issues of common 
concern.

The meeting of the two leaders 
came following the visit of HH 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed and 
accompanying delegation at 
Al-Auja Palace in Riyadh.

King Salman commended 
the solid relations between the 
two nations and their peoples.

The two leaders addressed WAM

Crown Prince, British foreign secretary heighten UAE-UK relations

Mohamed bin Zayed, Imran Khan reaffirm UAE-Pakistan’s strong relations

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and 
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE 
Armed Forces, met Jeremy Hunt, British 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs in the 
Qasr Al Bahr Majlis to discuss bilateral relations 
between the UAE and the UK.

The two sides discussed several issues of 
mutual interest, including key regional and 
international developments that concern 
both countries.

The meeting was attended by HH Sheikh 
Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Ruler’s 
Representative in Al Dhafra Region; HH 
Sheikh Tahnoun bin Mohammed Al Nahyan, 

state visit to the UAE, conveying 
hopes that the official 
delegation of the Pakistan 
government will contribute 
towards strengthening ties 
between the two countries.

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed and Khan reviewed 
areas of cooperation between 
the UAE and Pakistan, and 

discussed the prospects of developing them in the 
trade and investment sectors. The two sides also 
exchanged views on regional and international 
developments of mutual concern.

HH Sheikh Tahnoun bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
National Security Adviser; HH Sheikh Mansour bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Presidential Affairs; HE Eng Suhail bin 
Mohammed Faraj Faris Al Mazrouei, Minister of 

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy 
Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, 
and Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan discussed 
bilateral relations between the two countries and 
means of developing them across various sectors. 

During the meeting, held at the Presidential 
Palace in Abu Dhabi, HH Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed welcomed the Pakistani Prime Minister for his 

Energy and Industry; HE Dr Sultan bin Ahmad Al 
Jaber, Minister of State; HE Khaldoon Khalifa Al 
Mubarak, Chairman of Abu Dhabi Executive Affairs 
Authority, EAA; Ali bin Hammad Al Shamsi, Deputy 
Secretary-General of the Supreme National Security 
Council; Ali Saeed Matar Al Neyadi, Chairman of 
the Federal Customs Authority; Mohammed 
Mubarak Al Mazrouei, Under-secretary of the Abu 
Dhabi Crown Prince’s Court; Issa Saif bin Ablan Al 
Mazrouei, Deputy Chief of Staff of the Armed 
Forces, and Hamad Al Zaabi, UAE Ambassador to 
Pakistan, were present.

The Pakistani delegation attending the meeting 
included, Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi; Minister of Finance Asad 
Umar; Minister of Petroleum Ghulam Sarwar Khan; 
Chief of Army Staff of the Pakistan Army, General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa; and the country’s 
Ambassador to the UAE, Moazzam Ahmad Khan.

WAM

NEWSNEWS

VP, Interior Minister open 87th INTERPOL General Assembly

IN the presence of His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice 
President and Prime Minister of the UAE and 
Ruler of Dubai, His Highness Lt General Sheikh 
Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Interior, inaugurated the 
87th International Criminal Police Organisation 
(INTERPOL) General Assembly.

His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown 
Prince of Dubai, was also present during the 
inauguration of the two-day assembly, held in 
Jumeirah City.

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid stressed that 
the UAE is strengthening its cooperation with 
INTERPOL and other international organisations 
concerned with combatting crime, and praised the 
efforts of the Ministry of Interior, led by HH Sheikh 
Saif bin Zayed, to cooperate with INTERPOL and 
global police and security leaderships, to create 
non-violent and crime-free communities.

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid then 

Interior Minister witnesses MoI’s ‘Flag Day’ celebration

HIS Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior, witnessed the raising of the country’s flag on 
the mast of the building of the Ministry of Interior on 
the occasion of the UAE’s celebration of “Flag Day.”

WAM

King Salman, Mohamed bin Zayed discuss regional developments
WAM

ways of widening collaboration and 
coordination across all fields.

 The latest developments in the region, 
including the ongoing challenges and crises, 
were reviewed by the two leaders as well.

The meeting was attended by a number of 
senior UAE officials, including HH Sheikh 
Tahnoun bin Zayed Al Nahyan, National 
Security Adviser; HH Sheikh Zayed bin Hamdan 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan; HH Sheikh Shakhbout 
bin Nahyan Al Nahyan, UAE Ambassador to 
Saudi Arabia; HE Dr Anwar Gargash, Minister 
of State for Foreign Affairs; and HE Reem bint 
Ibrahim Al Hashemy, Minister of State for 
International Cooperation.

A number of Saudi royal family members 
and top officials were also present. welcomed the launch of an INTERPOL centre in 

Abu Dhabi, which reflects the global confidence 
in and respect for the UAE.

Meanwhile, HH Sheikh Saif bin Zayed 
pointed out that the UAE, under the leadership 
of President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Zayed 
Al Nahyan, and with the support of His 
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid, and 
His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and 
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed 
Forces, aims to employ all available resources to 
be a leader in all areas, with the concerted 
efforts of its citizens and the directives of the 
wise leadership.

The opening session was also attended by 
HH Sheikh Mansour bin Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum; Lt General Dhahi Khalfan 
bin Tamim, Deputy Chairman of Police and 
Public Security in Dubai; Lt General Saif 
Abdullah Al Sha’far, Under-Secretary of the 
Ministry of Interior; and Major General 

Abdullah Khalifa Al 
Marri, Commander-in-
Chief of the Dubai 
Police and Chairman of 
the Supreme 
Organising Committee 
of the Conference; as 
well as security and 
police leaders from 
around the country.

Also in attendance 
were Kim Young-Yang, 
Senior Vice President of 
INTERPOL; Jurgen 
Stoke, Secretary-
General of INTERPOL; 

and Elias Al Murr, Chairman of the 
Organisation; as well as ministers of interior, 
police and security leaders, and international 
experts from INPERPOL’s 195-member countries.

Kim thanked the UAE’s leadership, government 
and institutions for hosting the organisation’s 
general assembly, while praising the cooperation 
of the Ministry of Interior, led by HH Sheikh Saif 
bin Zayed, which has helped INTERPOL perform 
its duties successfully.

Chiefs of police and security experts from around 
the world gathered at the General Assembly to 
address a range of global security issues.

Of particular interest to law enforcement 
leaders is how innovation can best be 
leveraged to detect, prevent and investigate 
international crime – this is why an entire day of 
its General Assembly was dedicated to 
innovation in policing.

Cooperation in combating terrorism, organised 
crime and cybercrime were the top agenda 
during the four-day conference.

The raising of the flag coincided with 
similar ceremonies at the buildings of the 
Ministry’s departments and sectors, as well 
as those of the General Commands of the 
various police forces in the country.

The celebration began with a salute to 
the flag, the symbol of the nation’s 
advancement, unity, pride and belonging. 
The police band then played the national 
anthem. 

The celebration witnessed the participation of 
several senior officers, students of the Police 
Academy, female police officers and civilians, as 
well as personnel of the special security forces, civil 
defence, the Federal Police 71, a group of school 

Abu Dhabi Ruler’s 
Representative in Al Ain 
Region; HH Sheikh Nahyan 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of the Zayed bin 
Sultan Al Nahyan Charitable 
and Humanitarian Foundation; 
HH Lt General Sheikh Saif bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior; HH Sheikh Khalid bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Chairman 
of the Board of the Zayed Higher 
Organisation for Humanitarian Care and 

Special Needs, ZHO, and Sheikh Hamdan 
bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, along with several 
Sheikhs and officials.

WAM

WAM

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the 
UAE and Ruler of Dubai, together with HH Lt General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, during the opening of the 87th INTERPOL 
General Assembly.

WAM

HH Lt General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, delivering his 
speech before ministers of interior, police and security 
leaders, and international experts from INPERPOL’s 
195-member countries.

students and the police band.
The celebration was attended by Lt General Saif 

Abdullah Al Sha’far, Under-Secretary of the Ministry 
of Interior; Staff Major General Khalifa Hareb Al 
Khaili, Chairman of the Institutional Development 
Board; Major General Dr Ahmed Naser Al Raisi, 
General Inspector of the Ministry; Major General 
Jassem Mohammed Al Marzouqi, General 
Commander of Civil Defence; Major General 
Mohammed bin Al Awadhi Al Menhali; Major 
General Abdulaziz Maktoum Al Sharifi, Director-
General of Preventive Security at the Ministry; 
Brigadier Mohammed Humaid bin Dalmouj Al 
Dhaheri, Secretary-General of the Minister of Interior’s 
Office, as well as other police forces officials.
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of my people.’ He personally checked 
projects of development and reconstruction, 
followed up rates of achievement, and led 
an unprecedented change to catch up with 
modernisation. He accomplished great 
achievements, and the nation has 
continued its pioneering efforts to put 
human happiness and education at the 
forefront of its priorities,” said Major 
General Al Rumaithi.

Internal security committee reviews strategic plans
It includes providing training to address 

risks caused by natural disasters, in 
support of the MoI’s prevention and 
preparedness scheme.

Other agenda discussed include training 
programmes and projects, previous 
resolutions and recommendations, and 
plans for internal security operations.

LT General Saif Abdullah Al Sha’far, 
Undersecretary at the Ministry of Interior 
and Chairman of the Permanent Higher 
Committee for Internal Security, 
spearheaded a meeting of the internal 
security committee at the Police Officers 
Club in Dubai. 

In attendance were several police 
commanders and 
director generals, 
members of the 
Committee, and a 
number of senior 
MoI officers.

The Committee 
reviewed the 
strategic plans to 
be implemented in 
various MoI sectors, 
in accordance with 
the directives of Lt 

Al Rumaithi inaugurates First Annual Happiness Forum 

‘Safety in Maritime Transport’ campaign launched 
within the framework of the general 
command’s primary awareness plan for 
2018 that aims to enhance public safety 
measures and promote a culture of safety 
and prevention amongst community 
members and institutions.

Major General Jassem Mohammed Al 
Marzouqi, General Commander of Civil 
Defence, said that the campaign was 
launched to achieve the highest levels of 
occupational health and safety in the 
maritime transport sector in the country.

He said that the campaign aims to 
minimise the risk of injury and accidents 
either on the vessel or at the harbour.

The regional civil defence departments 
organised events under the ‘Safety in 
Maritime Transport’ campaign by assigning 
specialised teams to distribute awareness 
brochures to workers at ports and ships. 

NEWSNEWS

General HH Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior.

The said plans will be rolled out in 
cooperation with the General 
Directorate of Central Operations, the 
Civil Defence General Command, and 
strategic partners.

THE Civil Defence General Command of 
the Ministry of Interior (MoI), in 
cooperation with its regional 
administrations, and the MoI’s Security 
Media Department, launched the ‘Safety 
in Maritime Transport’ campaign.

This campaign is being undertaken 

MAJOR General Mohammed Khalfan Al 
Rumaithi, Commander-in-Chief of Abu Dhabi 
Police, affirmed that the UAE is keen to 
provide a decent life for citizens, residents, 
and visitors by making strides in further 
developing major sectors in the country. 

Major General Al Rumaithi highlighted 
this during the inauguration of the First 
Annual Happiness Forum, that aims to 
promote happiness initiatives and 
professional positivity.

Held in Abu Dhabi, the first-of-its-kind 
forum was attended by Major General 
Abdullah Khalifa Al Marri, Commander-in-
Chief of Dubai Police; Major General 
Maktoum Ali Al Sharifi, Director General of 
Abu Dhabi Police; Mariam Mohammed Al 
Rumaithi, Director General, Family 
Development Foundation; Saeed Omair bin 
Yousuf Al Muhairi, Ahmad Rahma Al 
Masaood, and a number of police sector 
directors, officers and the public.

“The late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 
Nahyan, founding leader of the UAE, was 
keen to lead his people to happiness, as 
he once said, ‘My wealth is the happiness 

ADP organise 2nd GCC Forensics Exhibition and Conference

MENA (Middle East and North Africa).
Major General Al Sharifi expressed 

his appreciation to the conference 
organisers, scientific committees, and 
supervisors for achieving the UAE’s 
aspirations of becoming a more secure 
and safe society.

Major General Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Tahnoon Al Nahyan, Director of the 

At the Forum, several lectures were 
held, and Major General Al Rumaithi, 
Major General Al Marri, and Major 
General Al Sharifi honoured the partners 
and spokespersons. 

Major General Salem Shaheen Al 
Nuaimi, Director of the Command Affairs 
and Acting Director of the Human Resources 
Sector at Abu Dhabi Police, presented prizes 
to the winners of a lucky draw. 

MAJOR General Maktoum Ali Al 
Sharifi, Director General of Abu Dhabi 
Police, inaugurated the 2nd Edition of 
the GCC Forensics Exhibition and 
Conference, organised by Abu Dhabi 
Police (ADP).

The inauguration was held in the 
presence of more than 50 forensic 
specialists and experts from GCC and 

The awareness materials include a set of 
instructions for owners and operators in 
cases of fire and other accidents.

“It’s dangerous to make any modifications 
and additions to boats and vessels to 
increase their speed. Such modifications can 
endanger the safety of passengers. Making 
any changes to electrical connections of a 
vessel can lead to a serious damage. It’s 
advisable to make any repairs or installations 
only at certified service centres to ensure 
safety,” Major General Al Marzouqi said.

“It’s important to install carbon monoxide 
detectors at strategic sites on the ship. It will 
protect vessels against carbon monoxide 
poisoning or asphyxia. Every owner or 
operator of a boat or a ship shall increase 
the awareness of those onboard about 
safety rules and regulations,” Major 
General Al Marzouqi added.

Security and Ports Affairs Sector, 
conveyed his appreciation to the 
participants for their efforts during the 
purposeful discussion.

Brigadier Abdulrahman Mohammed 
Al Hammadi, Director of the Forensic 
Evidence Department at Abu Dhabi 
Police, and head of the organising 
committee, honoured the participants.

999 Magazine, the official monthly 
publication of the Ministry of Interior, 
participated in the conference as a 
media partner. Free copies of the 
magazine, published in Arabic and 
English, were distributed, as well as 
999 Children Magazine, the Police 
Community supplement, and national 
and awareness supplements published 
by the magazine.
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Al Marri reviews performance of General Directorate of Operations

In Q3 2017, the average time for 
security patrols to arrive at emergency sites 
was 12.8 minutes; the target response 
average being 12 minutes; and the 
average response time for other incidents 
was 14.6 minutes, the target response 
average being 30 minutes.

The average response time for rapid 
deployment in Q3 2018 was 2 minutes 5 
seconds, compared to 2 minutes 29 
seconds in Q3 2017. The target response 
average for this was 2.5 minutes.

MAJOR General Abdullah Khalifa Al Marri, 
Commander-in-Chief of Dubai Police, led a 
meeting to assess the performance of the 
General Directorate of Operations during the 
third quarter of this year. 

The meeting was attended by Major 
General Eng Mohammed Saif Al Zafeen, 
Assistant Commander-in-Chief of 
Operations in Dubai Police; Major 
General Abdullah Ali Al Ghaithi, Director 
of the General Department of 
Organisations Protective Security and 
Emergency; Major General Eng Kamel 
Butti Al Suwaidi, Director of Dubai Police 
Operations; and a number of directors 
and police stations officers.

The meeting discussed the latest 
developments, reviewed the implementation of 
past decisions, and reviewed the work of the 
periodicals. Major General Al Marri reviewed 
the presentation on data gathered from the 
police emergency number 999 in Q3 2018 
and compared them to Q3 2017. 

In Q3 this year, the Command and 

Control Centre 
received 
1,733,896 calls, 
and the number of 
calls answered 
within 10 seconds 
was 1,557,946. 
In Q3 last year, the 
Centre received 
808,199 calls, 
and the number of 
calls answered 
within 10 seconds was 793,651.

He also reviewed statistics of calls 
received by the 901 call centre. The number 
for Q3 this year was 97,361, whereas in 
Q3 last year it was 65,578.

In Q3 2018, the average time for 
security patrols to arrive at emergency sites 
was 9.3 minutes, the target response 
average being 11 minutes; and the 
average response time for non-emergency 
incidents was 13.2 minutes, the target 
response average being 30 minutes.

Dhahi Khalfan opens Innovation Lab
LT General Dhahi Khalfan Tamim, Deputy 
Chairman of Police and Public Security 
in Dubai, opened the Innovation Lab that 
will provide specialised courses, 
workshops and brainstorming sessions, 
and training on innovative applications 
to improve performance, increase 
efficiency in security and police fields, 
reduce potential risks, and develop 
appropriate scenarios.

During the inauguration of the 
Innovation Lab, the first workshop was 
held to explain the Federal Risk 
Management Model. 

The workshop was supervised by Lt 
General Dhahi Khalfan and attended 
by a number of senior officers of 
Dubai Police.

A number of teams were formed for 
brainstorming, developing best 
scenarios of risk management, and 

Sharjah Police hold graduation ceremony of officers, staff
BRIGADIER Abdullah Ibrahim bin 
Nassar, Director of the Police Training 
Institute at Sharjah Police, and 
Brigadier Dr Khalid Hamad Al Hamadi, 
Director of Sharjah Police Research 
Centre, attended the graduation of 

officers, non-commissioned officers and 
staff working in different departments at 
Sharjah Police and the Ministry of 
Interior from three training courses.

The training courses undertaken 
included murder investigation course, 

strategic leadership course, and a 
training on clients’ happiness.

Brigadier Bin Nassar praised the 
programmes offered in these courses, 
and their significant role in developing 
the capabilities of the participants.

Fujairah Police tie up with National Crime Agency for anti-money laundering course

UAQ Police participate in hospital drill RAK Police delegation visits Khor Fakkan

BRIGADIER Mohammed bin Nayeh Al 
Tunaiji, Deputy Commander-in-Chief of 
Fujairah Police, opened a specialised course 
titled ‘Investigations in Combating Money 
Laundering’ in cooperation with the National 
Crime Agency, UK. 

Course participants were officers 
specialising in combating money laundering 

THE Operations Department of Umm Al 
Quwain Police participated in a drill at the 
Sheikh Khalifa General Hospital, in 
coordination with the hospital security, the 
National Emergency Crisis and Disaster 
Management Authority, UAQ Civil Defence, 
and other concerned departments in order to 
measure the response time and emergency 
preparedness.

A delegation from the Ras Al Khaimah Police General Headquarters, 
represented by the Comprehensive Mamoura Police Station, visited the Khor 
Fakkan Police Station.

They were led by Colonel Waleed Mohammed Kanfesh, and were 
received by Lt Colonel Waleed Khamis Al Yamahi, Director of the Khor 
Fakkan Police Station, branch managers and a number of specialist officers. 

The visit was aimed at benchmarking the best practices and applications in 
the field of service development and institutional excellence, aligned with the 
Ministry of Interior’s strategy.

in different police commands, and a number 
of prosecutors and specialists working in the 
Central Bank.

Brigadier Al Tunaiji affirmed the 
importance of the course in developing the 
abilities of the participants to improve their 
performance in this field. 

The inauguration was attended by Brigadier 

Hamid Mohammed Humaid Al Yamahi, 
Director General of Police Operations at 
Fujairah Police; Brigadier Rashid Mohammed 
Borshid, Head of the Ministry of Interior 
Committee for Anti-Money Laundering; and 
Brigadier Mohammed Ahmed Abdullah Al 
Shaer, Director of Criminal Investigation 
Department at Fujairah Police.

discussing mechanisms of applying 
Federal Risk Management Model, 
which was designed and approved by 

the Ministry of Interior’s Police 
Commanders-in-Chief Risk Management 
Course, held in May.

Ajman eyes faster response time to emergencies

MAJOR General Sheikh Sultan bin 
Abdullah Al Nuaimi, Commander-in-
Chief of Ajman Police, led the 
coordination meeting of the National 

Indicator Team of 
Response Time Rate 
to discuss ways to 
enhance response 
time to emergencies 
and accidents. 

Present in the 
meeting were 
Brigadier Salim 
Ahmed Al 
Mazrouei, Deputy 

Brigadier Dr Mohammed Saeed Al 
Humaidi, Director General of Central 
Operations at Ras Al Khaimah Police; 
Colonel Mohammed Shaiban 
Suwaidan, Director of Ajman Police 
Commander-in-Chief’s Office; and a 
number of police officers. 

The goal of the meeting was to fulfil 
the Ministry of Interior’s strategic 
objectives in providing better services.

Major General Al Nuaimi thanked 
the members of the National Indicator 
Team of Response Time Rate for their 
efforts and wished them success in 
their mission.

Commander-in-Chief of Umm Al 
Quwain Police; Brigadier Mohammed 
bin Nayeh Al Tunaiji, Deputy 
Commander-in-Chief of Fujairah Police; 
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FACTS & FIGURES

195
The number of countries that participated in the 87th 
General Assembly of the International Criminal Police 
Organisation (Interpol), which was held in Dubai last month. 
The two-day event was inaugurated by HH Lt General 
Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior. More than 1,000 official delegates, 
including 40 ministers and 85 police chiefs from around 
the world, attended the assembly.

2
The number of days that the Ministry of Interior organised 
last month for a forum in Abu Dhabi to discuss ways to 
protect children’s dignity in the digital world. Titled 
“Interfaith Alliance for Safer Communities: Child Dignity in 
the Digital World Forum”, the event was participated in by 
religious leaders, scholars and information technology 
experts from across the globe.

116-111
The hotline of the Ministry of Interior that aims to protect 
children in the UAE from all forms of abuse. The Ministry 
released this reminder on its social media platforms as part 
of its community awareness programmes. It underscored 
that protection of children is a shared responsibility.

71%
The number of young people aged 15 to 24, who are 
connected to the Internet globally, which makes them the 
most vulnerable group of people facing the risks of abuse 
and exploitation online, according to the Child Protection 
Centre of the Ministry of Interior, citing a UNICEF report 
during the “Interfaith Alliance for Safer Communities: Child 
Dignity in the Digital World Forum”.

69
The number of officers from various general directorates 
and departments under the Ministry of Interior who 
graduated from four specialised courses, such as the 
‘Leadership and Team Building Skills’ course, the 
‘Innovation System Evaluation Team Leader’ course, the 
Strategic Thinking’course, and the ‘Future Foresight and 
Innovation Management’ course.

“It’s dangerous to make any modifications and additions to 
boats and vessels to increase their speed. Such modifications 
can endanger the safety of passengers. Making any changes 
to electrical connections of a vessel can lead to a serious 
damage. It’s advisable to make any repairs or installations 
only at certified service centres to ensure safety.”

Major General Jassem Mohammed Al Marzouqi, General Commander of Civil 
Defence, underscored the launching of the ‘Safety in Maritime Transport’ 
campaign that aims to achieve the highest levels of occupational safety in 
the maritime transport sector in the UAE.

“The book Zayed in Their Hearts and Minds pays tribute to the 
legacy of the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, who will 
remain a symbol of a true leader. The ‘Year of Zayed’, under the 
directives of President HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
calls the people of our homeland to express their gratitude to 
the founding father for leading them into a dignified life that is 
safe and secure.”

Major General Dr Ahmed Nasser Al Raisi, Inspector General of the Ministry 
of Interior, stressed the significance of the launching of the book titled 
Zayed in Their Hearts and Minds that reviews the history of the late Sheikh 
Zayed through the accounts of several UAE citizens and expatriates.

We take immense pride and great pleasure in extending
our sincerest congratulations and best wishes to

 His Highness Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

and Their Highnesses Members of the Supreme Council and Rulers of the UAE

and to all the people of the UAE

His Highness Sheikh

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

His Highness Sheikh

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the UAE

On the occasion of the 47th National Day
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NEWS

UAE NEWS BULLETIN
POLICE NEWS, PEOPLE, NUMBERS AND EVENTS

Three Arab men were produced in court in a major smuggling 
case. The contraband was 12 million Captagon pills, worth 
Dhs480 million. The accused were charged with smuggling the 
pills in water tanks by the sea route.

ABU DHABI

Dhs480 million

 
AJMAN

1,200

16-month-old

In order to maintain public health and the 
aesthetic appeal of the emirate, Ajman 
Municipality has seized 1,200 abandoned and 
neglected vehicles in the first 10 months of 2018. 
Most of the vehicles had no plate numbers.

An Asian couple stole a 3.27 carat diamond from a 
shop in the Naif area of Dubai. Within 20 hours, 
Dubai Police recovered the gem worth 
Dhs300,000. To steal the gem, the man distracted 
the shop manager, and the woman picked up the 
stone and slipped it into her jacket. Then she 
swallowed it, and they took a flight to India. But the 
police, in cooperation with the Indian authorities, 
nabbed them. 

DUBAI

20 hours

An Arab woman, 42, died in a hit-and-run case, and her 
16-month-old daughter, who was in the stroller that the 
mother was pushing, was seriously injured. The speeding 
car hit the mother and her baby while they were crossing 
a road in Al Khan. The woman was taking a walk after 
dropping her other children at the school bus stop. The 
driver was detained.

4,500 feet
RAS AL KHAIMAH

An Arab climber fell ill on a mountain, at a height 
of 4,500 feet. He managed to call for help just 
before becoming unconscious. Since it would be 
impossible for a regular ambulance to reach him, 
a RAK Police air wing rescue team flew to the 
location. There were paramedics on the team who 
gave the him first aid. He was then brought to the 
nearest hospital for treatment.

 

UMM AL QUWAIN

According to figures released in November, seven 
people were killed and 68 were injured in traffic 
accidents involving trucks on UAQ roads in the first 10 
months of 2018. Police said that most of the accidents 
were caused by highway congestion created by the 
trucks and tailgating.

SHARJAH

A girl, 4, died after the rope of a flagpole in 
their courtyard accidentally wrapped 
around her neck. Her parents lose sight of 
her while playing outside their house in 
Qarya village. The family reported the 
incident to police as others tried to 
entangle her from the rope. When police 
patrols and ambulance arrived at the 
scene, authorities found the rope still 
wrapped around her neck. She was taken 
to Fujairah Hospital but was declared dead 
on arrival.

4 years old
FUJAIRAH
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THIS YEAR MARKS THE 47TH NATIONAL DAY OF THE UAE, WHICH ALSO 
COINCIDES WITH THE LATE SHEIKH ZAYED’S BIRTH CENTENARY YEAR. 

THIS MAKES THE OCCASION A DOUBLE CELEBRATION FOR THE COUNTRY

A hundred years ago, a child – who, unbeknownst to many, would change the world 
– was born. He had the vision to transform all that he touched, and this is the story of 
how he did it. The late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the founding father, put the 
UAE on the world map by uniting the seven emirates, paving the way for the country 
we know today. He won people’s hearts and minds by fulfilling their aspirations for 
unity and stability. Under his exceptional leadership, the UAE flourished and took 

revolutionary strides in its development journey.

BY HS PARAMITA & INAYAT-UR-RAMAN

COVER STORY

Photos featured in this article are taken from the 
Abu Dhabi Department of Culture & Tourism, and 
the National Archives
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years later, Sheikh Zayed became the 

Ruler of Abu Dhabi, taking on the role from 

his brother.

Upon being the new ruler, he thought 

of bringing his visions from Al Ain and 

immediately mandated the development of 

Abu Dhabi. He started to rely on oil revenues 

and promptly increased contributions to the 

Trucial States Development Fund, which led 

to a massive construction programme for 

building schools, houses, hospitals, roads, 

and other infrastructure.

FORGING
CLOSER TIES

In 1968, Sheikh Zayed decided to 

establish stronger and closer ties with the 

other emirates. He called for a federation, 

together with the late Ruler of Dubai, 

Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed Al Maktoum. 

The seven states in the Trucial States 

eventually followed Sheikh Zayed, leading 

to the establishment of the United Arab 

Emirates. The UAE was formally recognised 

internationally on December 2, 1971. 

Sheikh Zayed remained unfazed by the 

doubts of foreign observers at that time and 

chose to be more optimistic about the future. 

He, together with the founding fathers, stayed 

true and stood by his vision for the country.

Winning the support of his fellow rulers, 

he was elected to serve as the first 

President of the UAE in 1971. He served 

in this post for four more terms, being re-

elected consecutively.

The first president of the union was a 

man who knew how to make the most of 

his resources. In governing the country, he 

used the philosophy of using resources to 

their fullest for the benefit of the people. 

His way of leading was also drawn from 

Arabian Bedouin traditions of consensus 

and consultation.

Due to the country’s quick progress in just 

a matter of years, Sheikh Zayed formalised 

the consultation process and established 

the National Consultative Council. During 

his time as President, 

the Federal National 

Council, which is the 

state’s parliament, was 

also created. 

Emirati women 

benefited from his 

governance, as 

they were able to 

experience education, 

employment, and 

equality. Aside from 

providing a sustainable 

way of living for his 

people, Sheikh Zayed 

also pushed for the 

conservation of natural 

environment and 

wildlife.

HUMBLE 
BEGINNINGS 

Before he became great, Sheikh Zayed 

lived a rather simple childhood for the son 

of a ruler, the late Sheikh Sultan bin Zayed 

bin Khalifa Al Nahyan. Though he was born 

in a ruling family, he was not born with a 

silver spoon in his mouth. He was born 

in a challenging environment, which later 

helped him unify the country.

Sheikh Zayed was born in May 1918 in Al 

Ain City, the largest and the most urbanised 

area in Abu Dhabi at the time. He was 

the youngest son of Sheikh Sultan bin 

When different groups and tribes would 

visit his father, Sheikh Sultan, young Zayed 

watched and listened to his father – the way 

he talked to people, how he listened to their 

concerns, helped solve the people’s problems, 

and how he helped the less privileged.

The first years of his youth were 

spent in Al Ain, where he was seen and 

remembered as climbing the mountain 

Jebel Hafeet. People who lived there at the 

time also saw young Zayed on the outskirts 

of the city, chasing and hunting deer.

Sheikh Zayed had a strong passion for 

anything with which a true-born Arab is 

associated, e.g. falconry, riding Arabian 

thoroughbred camels and horses, and 

mastering archery. He was popular for his 

great hunting and horse-riding skills. He 

was passionate about Arabic poetry and 

wrote many poems as well. 

HONOUR
ABOVE ALL

His character as a leader was formed in 

his childhood years. While his family had 

wealth as the ruling family, Sheikh Zayed 

was characterised by determination and 

honour. He was known to fight for honour 

over material gains or wealth. Growing up 

in Al Ain, where no modern schools were 

along the coast, Sheikh Zayed received 

his education from a Mutawwaa, a local 

traditional teacher. During this time, he 

memorised the Quran and learned about 

the fundamentals of Islam.  

During his youth, he learned about 

the Arabian Bedouin principles, values 

and virtues. The ways of the city taught 

him resilience and, most importantly, 

determination. While he lived in the 

desert, he familiarised himself with skills to 

survive in that harsh climate. Though the 

desert was cruel, Sheikh Zayed became 

the opposite of it – he had a big heart for 

everyone around him.

FIRST YEARS
AS RULER

Sheikh Zayed will forever be known as 

“the man who turned the desert green”, 

because of how he transformed a desert 

eco-system into one of the most dynamic 

and technologically advanced countries in 

the world. 

The late Sheikh Zayed 
bin Sultan Al Nahyan 
was fond of taking care 
of Arabian horses.

The founding father took pride in wearing traditional 
Emirati attire even abroad.

Sheikh Zayed was named after his grandfather 
Sheikh Zayed bin Khalifa Al Nahyan, who had ruled 
the emirate from 1855 to 1909.

Zayed, who ruled the emirate from 1922 

to 1926. The descendant of a prestigious 

bloodline, the newborn was named after 

his grandfather Sheikh Zayed bin Khalifa 

Al Nahyan, who had ruled the emirate from 

1855 to 1909. 

WATCHING
HIS FATHER

As a child, Sheikh Zayed lived in the ruling 

family’s home, Qasr Al Hosn in Abu Dhabi. 

There, the boy learned games, and as 

grew into a young man, he began learning 

statecraft.

When he was born, Abu Dhabi was 

economically underdeveloped. The 

primary source of revenue was fishing 

and pearl-diving, as oil was yet to be 

discovered in the country. But he had 

a vision to change it, and his dreams 

began to be realised after he took 

on his first political position in 1946. 

This involved ruling over six villages 

and an adjacent desert region. During 

those times, he personally funded 

the first modern school in the emirate 

and focused on 

other small-scale 

developments. He 

also spearheaded 

several development 

programmes and city 

planning that led Al 

Ain to become one 

of the greenest cities 

in the world up to 

this day.  

In the 1960s, the 

transformation began 

to show. By this time, 

Abu Dhabi had found 

the greatest revenue 

source: oil. The first 

cargo of crude oil was 

exported from Abu 

Dhabi in 1962. Four 

Hobbies of the late Sheikh 
Zayed include falconry, and 
riding horses and camels.

The late Shiekh Zayed spent time with elderly to listen to their stories.
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SHEIKH ZAYED’S LEGACY

UAE’s modernised society today began when the late 
Sheikh Zayed started building new roads, ports and 
international airports, during his time.

The late Sheikh Zayed with former US President 
Jimmy Carter.

Even at the beginning of his rule, the late Sheikh Zayed 
already aimed for developments across the country.

The founding father believed in the power of 
education and how the youth’s knowledge can 
shape the future of the country.

Sheikh Zayed underscored the importance of harmony and aimed for unity. “In harmony and in some sort of federation, we could follow 

the example of other developing countries,” he was remembered saying. Early on in his career, he knew the significance of the union.

While he was aware that the union of the emirates was a novel concept, he had a firm conviction that it could be done. When no one 

believed in him and his vision, he believed in himself. This is how history was made.

INFRASTRUCTURE AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

From the start, Sheikh Zayed aimed to develop the industrial sector of 

the newly formed UAE through oil revenue. Road construction, telephone 

lines, and the establishment of national media were recognised as vital for 

connecting the seven emirates with one another. New roads, international 

airports, and sea ports were constructed, making the UAE a strategic 

regional hub.

COMMUNICATION

Sheikh Zayed laid the foundations of foreign policy characterised by 

wisdom, balance, and support for truth and justice. Throughout his career, 

he maintained a language of dialogue amongst the people. As he was held 

in high regard by Arab leaders, he also acted as mediator amongst the 

nations’ rulers.

ECONOMY

Sheikh Zayed successfully invested oil revenues in building a strong 

economy, and became a pioneer in the foundation of the Gulf Cooperation 

Council. His vision was to bring together the Gulf countries – they shared 

similar economies and had common social structures – and he succeeded in 

establishing a formal regional and political entity. The charter of the Council 

was signed on May 24, 1981, by the heads of its member states, including 

the UAE.

EDUCATION

One of the founding father’s first and largest initiatives for the UAE was 

the provision of education to all citizens. With this vision, schools and 

learning centres were built across the country with teachers from other 

Arab countries were recruited to provide education to all. 

A few years after this initiative, the UAE was able to meet all the necessary 

education requirements for a sovereign state. Sheikh Zayed’s efforts resulted 

to the construction of accredited learning institutions in the country such 

as the UAE University, the Higher Colleges of Technology and the Zayed 

University. Police academies were also established. The UAE consequently 

became home to an increasing number of local and international private 

universities and schools.

FOUNDING FATHER SPEAKS 

One of the priorities of the late Sheikh Zayed as ruler of the country was to 
establish hospitals and private health centres in the UAE.

“The ruler’s main purpose is to serve his people and provide them with 
means of prosperity and progress,” said Founding Father Sheikh Zayed bin 
Sultan Al Nahyan.

HUMANITY

“Wealth is not money. Wealth lies in men. 
This is where true power lies, the power 
we value. This is what has convinced us 
to direct all our resources to build the 
individual, and to use the wealth which God 
has provided us in the service of the nation.”

One pillar of Sheikh Zayed’s philosophy as a leader 

was that the resources of the country should be fully 

used to the benefit of its citizens. This idea was also 

extended to the empowerment of Emirati women, who 

flourished under his visions of education, employment, 

and equality for all.

HUMILITY

“The Ruler should not have any barrier which 
separates him from his people.” 

A good leader is someone who doesn’t take a step ahead 

of his people, but rather walks together with them. Even 

though he held the highest position in the UAE, Sheikh 

Zayed only wanted to provide a good and prosperous life 

for his people.

WISDOM

“He who does not know his past cannot make the 
best of his present and future, for it is from the 
past that we learn.”

Sheikh Zayed sought to bring about an understanding of the 

importance of cherishing and learning about the country’s 

heritage. In his commitment to build the nation, he invested 

greatly in the country’s people in terms of education and 

infrastructure. He aimed to give the citizens of the UAE, its 

current and future generations, a life far removed from the 

deprivations of its past.
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Colonel Awadh Saleh Saeed, Editor-in-Chief, 999 Magazine, 

meanwhile, lauded the magazine staff for the successful book 

release. He said, “This marks a new realisation of the vision and 

logo of the magazine, which brings about a new concept of 

police relationship with the community.”

The book reviews the history of Sheikh Zayed through the 

testimonies and accounts of several UAE citizens and expatriates. 

It underscores the compassion of Sheikh Zayed towards his 

people and his understanding of the needs of his nation.

999 Magazine has launched a book titled Zayed in Their 

Hearts and Minds, which pays tribute to the UAE’s founding 

father. The launch event was held at Emirates Palace in Abu 

Dhabi on November 5.

The first edition of the book was presented to Lieutenant 

General His Highness Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy 

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior of the UAE. It was 

received on his behalf by Major General Dr Ahmed Nasser Al 

Raisi, Inspector General, Ministry of Interior.

Major General Dr Al Raisi stressed that the event called for 

a celebration to remember the ideals and principles of the 

founding father. He also praised the President His Highness 

Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed; His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 

Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the 

UAE and Ruler of Dubai; and His Highness Sheikh Mohammed 

bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy 

Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, for following 

in the footsteps of the founding father.

In his speech, His Excellency Khalil Dawoud Badran, Chairman 

of 999 Magazine Development Committee, also spoke of 

the exemplary leadership of Sheikh Zayed, who laid the 

foundations for the thriving modern UAE. He emphasised that 

the book aimed to strengthen the message of loyalty to the 

nation and its leaders.

AMBASSADORS’ MESSAGES

PATRICK MOODY

British Ambassador to the UAE

The UAE National Day is an annual occasion to celebrate the union between the seven 

emirates. The creation of the union by the late Sheikh Zayed and his brothers, the rulers 

of other emirates, was a defining moment in the modern history of the Emiratis and the 

region. The UAE is a friend, partner and an ally to the UK. The UAE’s history is a proud 

journey of success. The latest chapter in this book was the launch of the first Emirati-made 

satellite, KhalifaSat. We wish the UAE and its people a happy 47th anniversary.

JUM’A ABDALLAH AL-ABBADI

Ambassador of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan to the UAE

At the outset, I would like to extend our sincerest congratulations to all Their Highnesses 

Rulers of the UAE, citizens and expatriates on this blissful occasion. The Hashemite Kingdom 

of Jordan and the UAE maintain close, fraternal and strategic relations which are marked 

with continuous progress. Moreover, our economic, cultural and people-to-people ties are 

deep-rooted. The strong foundation of our bilateral relations was laid by the late Sheikh 

Zayed bin Sultan al Nahyan and the late King Hussein bin Talal. There has been a steadfast 

support of the UAE to Jordan in all fields as per the directives of President His Highness 

Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan; His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 

Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai; and follow-up 

by His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and 

Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces. We look forward to continuing 

the advancement of our cooperation and exchanges. Once again, we extend our heartfelt 

congratulations as you celebrate the National Day marking the formation of the UAE.

NAVDEEP SURI

Indian Ambassador to the UAE

I extend my heartiest congratulations to the readers of 999 Magazine for its 

December 2018 issue on the occasion of the UAE National Day. This year happens 

to be very special one as the UAE is celebrating the 100th birth anniversary of the 

founding father of the UAE, His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan as the 

‘Year of Zayed’. The relationship between India and UAE is not just about strategic 

partnership between the two governments or about trade and investment or about 

defence and security but about people-to-people cooperation as well. The historical 

ties existing between the two people have brought us very close. The visits of 

the top leadership of both countries in the recent years have enhanced the level 

of our bilateral relationship. The positive contribution of the Indian community in 

almost all walks of life here since the founding of the UAE has been appreciated 

by the leadership of this country as one of the most law abiding and hardworking 

communities. I avail of this opportunity to convey my greetings to the readers of 999 

Magazine and my Emirati friends all on this joyous occasion of the UAE National Day.

BOOK LAUNCH: ZAYED IN THEIR HEARTS AND MINDS 
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Major General Dr. Ahmed Nasser Al Raisi, Inspector General of the Ministry of Interior(R); His Excellency Khalil Dawoud Badran, Chairman of 999 Magazine 
Development Committee (C); and Colonel Awadh Saleh Saeed, 999 Editor-in-Chief (L).
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HUSIN BAGIS

Indonesian Ambassador to the UAE

December 2nd, 2018 marks the 47th UAE National Day. The modern UAE has 

transformed remarkably as a model of political, economic, social and cultural stability. 

As Indonesian ambassador to the UAE, I am very inspired by the vision of the 

founding father and the first President of the UAE, the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan 

Al Nahyan, who made this country as it is today. Sheikh Zayed is a true leader and 

visionary and globally admired. On behalf of the Government and people of the 

Republic of Indonesia, I am very happy to send my sincere wishes for the continued 

success, welfare and unity of the UAE and its people.

MUHAMMAD IMRAN

Ambassador of Bangladesh to the UAE

Bangladesh and the UAE enjoy excellent relations based on shared faith, customs 

and values as well as common aspirations. The UAE is the second home for more than 

half million Bangladesh nationals, and they are participating in various development 

activities of the UAE and also enjoying the world class living standard of this great 

country. On behalf of the Bangladesh community in the UAE, we would like to pay 

our deep respect to the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the UAE’s founding 

father, for his visionary leadership. We also congratulate the benevolent leaders and 

the citizens of the UAE on this auspicious occasion of the 47th National Day. We wish 

the people of the UAE continued peace, progress and prosperity. 

HJAYCEELYN M. QUINTANA

Philippine Ambassador to the UAE

Indeed, this is a time to celebrate all the gains and successes of the UAE – from its 

preservation of culture and heritage, promotion of tolerance and mutual respect, to 

its adoption and advancement in innovation and technology, commitment towards a 

sustainable future, and more importantly, its protection and respect for human dignity of 

all its residents across the country. People-to-people ties between the Philippines and 

the UAE are undeniably strong given the Filipinos’ strong presence across the country 

as the third largest expatriate community. They are engineers, architects, nurses, 

accountants; they are also in the services sector, working side-by-side with Emiratis and 

other expatriates. Hence, there is no denying that they have been part of the UAE’s 

phenomenal growth. The Philippines is committed to enhancing its bilateral ties with 

UAE which has been growing since 1980. It particularly looks forward to more economic 

cooperation endeavors. On this auspicious Year of Zayed, we join the UAE in cheering 

its 47th year and congratulate its government, leaders and people! Mabuhay!
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We take immense pride and great pleasure in extending
our sincerest congratulations and best wishes to

 His Highness Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

and Their Highnesses Members of the Supreme Council and Rulers of the UAE

and to all the people of the UAE

On the occasion of the 47th National Day

His Highness Sheikh

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

His Highness Sheikh

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the UAE
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HONEST PEOPLE
MEANS

HONEST SOCIETY
YOU CAN CERTAINLY SAY THAT NOTHING IS EVER LOST IN THE 

UAE, WHERE A CLEANER WILL RETURN A BAGFUL OF GOLD AND 

DIAMOND TO THE OWNER. HERE’S A LOOK AT THE COUNTRY’S 

SYSTEM TO RECOGNISE AND REWARD HONESTY

BY DIPANITA NATH
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A
ppreciation and 

acknowledgement – the twin 

pillars in the efforts of UAE police 

forces to encourage honesty in the 

community – are paying off.

A few years back in December 2014, then 

16-year-old Andrea Malak Porchetta was 

honoured by Abu Dhabi Police for returning 

a wallet he had found in a taxi. The young 

student of Lycée Français Louis Massignon 

found a tourist’s wallet in the Capital, 

stashed with cash, IDs, and bank cards. 

Strongly imbued to have it returned to the 

hands of the rightful owner, Porchetta turned 

it over to the tourism police department. 

Proud and elated for the honesty of this 

young man, Abu Dhabi Police presented him 

with a certificate of appreciation, saying that 

students like him will go places.

The year 2018 has also witnessed a 

number of significant number of ordinary 

people who were commended for their 

The award is a part 
of the framework of 

activating a partnership 
between the community 
and Sharjah Police as well 
as spreading the spirit of 
cooperation with the aim of 

establishing a 
secure and 
safe society

BRIGADIER DR KHALIFA 
KALENDAR 

Director of Comprehensive Police Stations
at Sharjah Police

2018, for instance, Sharjah Police reached 

out to Soura Doyle, an expat, with an 

appreciation certificate and valuable gifts 

as a reward for his honesty. Doyle had 

found a bag containing Dhs100,000 on a 

road in a remote part of the emirate and 

handed it over to the police. “The award 

is a part of the framework of activating 

a partnership between the community 

and Sharjah Police as well as spreading 

the spirit of cooperation with the aim of 

establishing a secure and safe society,” 

said Brigadier Dr Khalifa Kalendar, 

Director of Comprehensive Police 

Stations, while calling Doyle a “role model 

for society”. He added that police always 

acknowledge those like Doyle, who 

cooperate with them by acting in a way 

that encourage others to do good.

LAYMAN’S INTEGRITY

While the authorities are to be praised 

for maintaining law and order, common 

Sarath Gopan, a fuel station attendant who found and returned a customer’s lost wallet that 
had Dhs20,000 in it, was  honoured for his honesty and integrity.

The wallet was dropped 45 
times in different parts of 

Dubai, from Emirates Towers 
and Sheikh Zayed Road to 
Dubai Mall and the World 
Trade Centre. Every single 
time, somebody picked up 
the wallet and gave it back 

to the man – enabling Dubai 
to turn in a perfect score

ENOC

Brigadier Yousuf Al Adidi, Director of Al Qusais Police Station, honoured the Indian cleaner, 
Vinakatar Amana Motabato Lal, with a certificate and a gift for his honesty. Dubai Police 

was splashed across social and 

mainstream media. It showed a cleaner, 

Vinakatar Amana Motabato Lal, flanked 

by Brigadier Yousuf Al Adidi, Director 

of Al Qusais Police Station, and other 

officers. Lal holds a packed gift box and a 

certificate. The cleaner had been working 

on the streets of Dubai when he had found 

a bag in the garbage near a residential 

neighbourhood. If you find a bag stuffed 

with ornaments, what would you do? Lal 

opened the bag and found it stuffed with 

gold and diamond jewellery. The officers 

at Al Qusais Police Station were surprised 

when Lal walked in, carrying the precious 

bag. An assessment showed that the 

jewellery was worth Dhs200,000, making 

Lal a hero in the eyes of the officers.

The bag had been thrown out by a 

maid who thought it contained garbage. 

The family notified the police, and were 

relieved to get back their precious 

jewellery. Lal was honoured with a 

certificate and gifts by Brigadier Al Adidi.

 

WHAT’S THE LAW? 
According to Law No. 5 of 2015, issued by 

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 

Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime 

Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, 

anyone who finds a lost and/or abandoned 

property, must give it to the police within 

48 hours. Failing to do this invites criminal 

liability, because losing an item doesn’t 

mean that its original owner has waived off 

his ownership. If a person holds on to such 

an article, it can amount to theft.

Lt Colonel Rashid bin Safwan, 

Deputy Director of the Lost and Found 

Department of Dubai Police, said, “We 

honour the person who hands over the 

lost item with a certificate and a reward of 

THE NUMBERS

10%
Value of the total worth of the 

found item that can be given to 

the finder as financial reward

Dhs50,000
Maximum reward given to a finder

48 hours
Deadline for handing over a found 

object to the police 

Dhs7.66 mn
Revenues from auction of 
unclaimed lost items in 
Dubai in 2017

6,575
Lost items that were not claimed 

in Dubai in 2017

Dubai Police honour Miran Karki, who works at a café in Dubai, for his honesty in returning a bag 
containing $118,000 (Dhs433,060) and some passports which were forgotten by a tourist in the cafe.

Dubai Media Office

Brigadier Dr Khalifa Kalender, Director of Comprehensive Police Stations at Sharjah Police, 
presents with an appreciation certificate and valuable gifts to Soura Doyle as a reward for his 
honesty in turning over to the police a bag containing Dhs100,000 that he found on the road.

Sharjah Police

people such as Karki and Doyle also 

deserve appreciation for upholding the 

tenets that this country stands for. 

Indeed, the UAE’s reputation for honesty 

is largely based on the conduct of the 

residents, as illustrated in 2015, when an 

international website, Live Leak, carried out 

a social experiment, titled ‘Would You Steal 

in Dubai?’ They were testing the honesty 

quotient of many cities across the world 

by having a dapper man, in a well-pressed 

suit, dropping a wallet in public spaces 

and walking away while a hidden camera 

filmed what happened next. The wallet was 

dropped 45 times in different parts of Dubai, 

from Emirates Towers and Sheikh Zayed 

Road to Dubai Mall and the World Trade 

Centre. Every single time, somebody picked 

up the wallet and gave it back to the man – 

enabling Dubai to turn in a perfect score.

In various initiatives, police forces 

across the country work closely with the 

community. In the case of lost belongings, 

the common people become all the more 

important. Lost articles range from Emirates 

ID cards, driver’s licences, passports, and 

foreign currency to expensive tablets, 

laptops, cameras and watches. Things of 

great personal worth, such as children’s 

toys, marriage contracts, university 

certificates, spectacles, and mobile phones 

are also returned. Dubai Police have even 

found a lost jet ski and a kayak.

These items are usually dropped 

in public transport, hotels, ports, 

stations, border outlets, malls and 

parks, amongst others. If the UAE has 

a well-deserved reputation for nothing 

ever getting lost here, that’s because 

common people report or bring lost 

articles to the attention of the police. 

In each case, the finder is honoured by 

the authorities.

CREATING ROLE MODELS 
One of the ways to encourage people 

to become more honest is to celebrate 

those who already are. That creates role 

models for the community.

For instance, Sarath Gopan, who works 

as a fuel station attendant in Dubai, 

found a wallet that contained Dhs20,000 

in cash in August 2018. He, immediately, 

drew the attention of the owner and 

returned the wallet. His company gave 

him a special mention on its social 

media page and posted a picture of him 

with officers of the company. “Sarath’s 

honesty and integrity reflect our values 

and principles, and we thank him for 

embodying them,” the company tweeted.

In January 2018, another photograph 

extraordinary values that align with true 

principles being upheld by the UAE society. 

Miran Karki, who works at a café in Dubai, 

was catering to customers on a warm day 

in May 2018, when a team of officers from 

Dubai Police walked in and asked for him. 

Most people would’ve broken into cold 

sweat, but Karki had nothing to fear. And 

rightly so. The cops were there to present a 

certificate of appreciation to him, while his 

colleagues applauded.

What was Karki’s achievement? The 

young man, an expat worker, had found 

a bag containing $118,000 (Dhs433,060) 

and some passports. A tourist had 

forgotten these in the café, and Karki had 

helped the police return it to that person. 

The money was many times the worker’s 

salary, but this didn’t tempt Karki to keep 

it. Honesty was far more important to him.

“He set an example to the public of 

what they should do in such incidents. We 

have an initiative to honour people who 

cooperate with Dubai Police. It’s a simple 

gesture compared to what he did,” said 

Colonel Mohammed Aqeel Ahli, Deputy 

Director of Criminal Investigation at Dubai 

Police, while praising Karki’s honesty.

Two things stand out in the police action 

regarding Karki. Firstly, they praised him 

and, secondly, they rewarded him publicly. 

Police forces in the UAE have a system 

to encourage common people to abide 

by the ethos of 

personal integrity. 

These range from 

financial rewards 

and certificates 

to photographs 

and words of 

appreciation 

uploaded on 

official social 

media sites to 

highlight the 

exemplary works.

In October 
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10 per cent of the value of the item, with a 

maximum of Dhs50,000. If a person who 

lost an item had already left the country, 

we send him the item by mail after 

verifying his/her identity.” 

Brigadier Mohamed Rashid bin Sarei, 

Deputy Director of Criminal Investigation, 

said that the finder could claim an article that 

he/she found within a year, in case the lost 

article remained unclaimed by the owner.

In August, Dubai Police released an 

advisory that informed people of their 

responsibility. It could be a mobile 

phone, a wallet, a bag, a watch, or 

a bank card, but “if you find some 

property, remember that they who have 

lost it might be in urgent need of it. And 

they’ll be surely visiting the nearest 

police station in the hope of finding it,” 

said the advisory.

It adds that people who find any such 

article should immediately report it to the 

nearest police station, so that the police 

can start the process of reuniting people 

with their lost articles. “Be a part of the 

process to keep your community safe,” 

concluded the advisory.

AI-POWERED REUNION
The police are fine-tuning an app, 

powered by artificial intelligence, to 

ease the process of finding lost items 

and reuniting them with their owners. 

Major General Khalil Ibrahim Al Mansouri, 

Assistant Commander-in-Chief of Dubai 

Police, said that anyone finding an object 

would merely have to enter its description 

on the app, the date on which it was 

found, and the area; similar details would 

be taken from the person claiming the 

article. If there’s a match, the article will 

be handed over to the claimant.

Bin Safwan said, “All Dubai Police 

stations receive lost and abandoned 

items, and keep them there for around 

a month, so the owners can claim them. 

If no one claims such items, those are 

sent to the Lost and Found section at the 

Dubai Police Headquarters.” 

The Lost and Found Department then 

begins the process of checking and 

serialising the lost items and contacting 

police departments across the UAE to 

find out if they’ve been reported missing 

or were used in a crime.

After the enquiries, the lost items are logged 

In September 2018, police at Dubai 

International Airport received an urgent 

call that a passenger’s mother was 

missing. Brigadier Mohammed bin Daylan 

Al Mazrouei, Director of the General 

Directorate of Airport Security, said, “The 

mother doesn’t speak English, suffers 

from high blood pressure, and was 

carrying no cash on her person.” 

The daughter was compelled to take 

her flight to another country after being 

unsuccessful in finding her mother. The 

police distributed the elderly woman’s 

passport photo to all security personnel 

Dubai Police are looking for the owner of a bag full of Venezuelan 

currency equivalent to Dhs170,000 that somebody has lost; 

nobody has turned up to claim it yet. This is amongst the mind-

boggling 6,575 items that were found by Dubai Police and not 

claimed in 2017. Bin Safwan said, “As much as 80 per cent of 

items recovered by the police are not claimed by their owners.”

and stored in a warehouse in Al Qusais. The 

description of each item is uploaded on the 

“Founds Section” of the Dubai Police website 

and app for people to check.

In case of jewellery, the department has 

a machine that calculates the amount 

of gold, silver, copper or other metals 

that the ornament contains. Expensive 

goods are kept in a safety box, and are 

monitored by CCTV cameras.

If nobody turns up to claim the item 

for a year, it is sent for auction. In April, 

Al Mansouri said that revenues from 

auctioning unclaimed lost items in Dubai 

had reached Dh7,658,482 in 2017, an 

increase from the year before. 

In case the owner arrives with adequate 

proof after the item has been auctioned, he 

or she is eligible to receive the revenue.

Lifetime savings forgotten at the airport 

Airport security at Dubai Police had found $20,000 (Dhs73,461) in cash in a bag in the 

transit area last year. They tracked down every possible lead over several months. They 

used surveillance cameras and control systems to identify the owner and his destination 

and, finally, zeroed in on a man from another country who had lost this money. He was 

a transit passenger, carrying his end-of-service benefits to his home country. The bag with 

the money got left behind at the Dubai Airport. “We managed to get his contacts. When we contacted him to inform 

him that we found his lost belongings, he burst into tears and said these were his savings,” said Brigadier Ali Atiq Bin 

Lahej, Director of the General Department of Airport Security at Dubai Police, in January 2018.

Re-united with life-long memories in 20 minutes 

In April 2018, a couple who had spent wonderful days in Dubai, reached Dubai International Airport 

to fly back, when they realised that their mobile phone, loaded with hundreds of photographs from 

their trip, was missing. Less than two hours were left for take-off. “I realised that I had forgotten my 

iPhone in the cab that had dropped me, so I immediately ran out to check if the cab was still there, but 

unfortunately it wasn’t,” said the man in a Facebook post. He didn’t have the cab number or the name of 

the driver, so he rushed to the only people he thought could help him out – the police. “The officer just 

asked for few details like the cab colour, where I had boarded, what time I reached the airport and how 

much fare I paid,” wrote the man. In 20 minutes, he was reunited with his phone. “And trust me when I 

say exactly 20 mins. I think Dubai police is the most effective and efficient police force,” he posted.

Half-a-million dirham ring 

A woman transit passenger was shopping at Dubai Airport’s Duty Free section in July 2018, when she 

realised that she had left her diamond ring, worth Dhs550,000, in the seat pocket of the plane she 

had flown in. Major General Tayyar Ahmed Mohammed bin Thani, Assistant Commander-in-Charge of 

Port Affairs, said that he was proud that Dubai Police tracked down the ring and had it returned to the 

woman at Airport Terminal 3, just as she was about to board her next flight.

Just minutes before take off 

A family from another country was on a desert safari in Dubai, when one of the women 

noticed that her gold bracelet was missing. They notified Dubai Police, who were able 

to find the bracelet and give it back to the woman minutes before they flew out of the 

UAE. “The family was delighted and relieved to get back the bracelet,” said Lt Colonel 

Dr Mubarak Benawas, Director of the Tourist Police Department in Dubai. 

LEADING FROM THE FRONT

Everyone can count on the ever-dependable UAE police to recover missing or lost items, be it a mobile phone that 

contains your most-prized possessions—memories and selfies—or even things that are as tiny as a ring. Here are a 

few recent examples: 

PEOPLE GET LOST, TOO

1

2

3

4

and she was found within two hours at 

a restaurant at Concourse A in Terminal 

3. The mother was exhausted and the 

cops provided her with food, water, and 

medical care. She was transferred to 

the disability lounge and her health was 

closely monitored. Airport staffers also 

contacted the daughter and made the 

two speak. The authorities then bought 

a ticket for the elderly woman. The team 

assisting the mother and daughter were 

later honoured by Colonel Hamouda Al 

Ameri, Deputy Director of the General 

Directorate of Airport Security. 

DID YOU KNOW?

We honour the person 
who hands over the 

lost item with a certificate 
and a reward of 10 per cent 
of the value of 
the item, 
with a 
maximum 
of Dhs50,000

LT COLONEL RASHID
BIN SAFWAN 

Deputy Director of the Lost and Found 
Department of Dubai Police
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COLUMN

TOGETHER, WE PROGRESS 
AS A MODEL NATION

Tim Maycock is Director of Maycock Training
Ltd, an international consultancy firm

Synergy is one of the great strengths of the UAE, and on the 47th 
National Day, the fruit of that teamwork is what we’re celebrating 

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

H
urrah! It’s the 47th National Day of the UAE this month. 

And you may ask: “What is National Day all about?” 

Well then, a little history lesson: the UAE celebrates its 

National Day on December 2 every year. 

This year’s celebrations include a show taking spectators 

through an immersive experience of live performances and digital 

art. The overarching theme for the 47th National Day is: ‘This is 

Zayed. This is the UAE.’ And the spectacular show features a 

variety of visual light effects, performances, inspirational readings, 

and futuristic visual art. The celebration, which coincides with the 

‘Year of Zayed’, commemorates the progress of the UAE, enabled 

47 years ago by the vision and foresight of 

the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 

Nahyan, the nation’s founding father.

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 

Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and 

Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of 

Dubai, has called on citizens and 

residents to “celebrate achievements” 

rather than “personalities”.

The really positive thrust here is the 

fact that His Highness wisely recognises 

that sometimes when we look at the 

individual personalities behind these 

projects, it’s easy to heap praise upon 

them alone. Although this praise is 

undoubtedly richly deserved, we mustn’t 

forget that a leader is supported by the 

team that he or she builds for that 

purpose, and the strength of that 

leadership is assured by an effectively 

managed and directed team effort. 

Remember the old acronym ‘TEAM’ – 

‘Together Everyone Achieves More’.

So, HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid took to social media to 

call on residents to nominate projects that would’ve made 

Sheikh Zayed happy. “We shall honour the teams behind the 

We all together 
act towards a 
common goal: to 
better ourselves, 
to provide better 
prospects for 
our children and 
our children’s 
children, and to 
help and support 
our fellow 
humankind

most important projects on the UAE National Day,” he said. 

There’s that word ‘team’ again.

Since the blessed discovery of fabulous riches in mineral 

wealth–namely oil–during the last century, the progress made 

by the nation has been nothing short of extraordinary, and is 

largely due to the vision, the dynamism and the bold and 

enlightened leadership of our rulers.

While ground-breaking projects such as The Louvre Abu 

Dhabi and Burj Khalifa have captured the collective imagination 

of the entire planet, many of them have been brought to actual 

physical fruition by a careful and insightful blend of native UAE 

and expatriate masterminds and engineers.

This synergy – teamwork, again – is one of 

the greatest strengths of the UAE, leading us 

to greater achievements year on year.

It’s difficult to imagine a time before we 

coalesced, before we blended our wealth 

and our talents, with a particular emphasis on 

helping those less fortunate than ourselves.

The humanitarian and development 

initiatives launched by the UAE leadership 

have helped in excess of two hundred 

nationalities across the globe and made a 

positive difference in the lives of millions.

Humanitarianism speaks volumes of the 

character, the personality, the soul and the 

spirit of the UAE residents, whether citizen 

or expat. We all together act towards a 

common goal: to better ourselves, to 

provide better prospects for our children 

and our children’s children, and to help and 

support our fellow humankind. 

And the ongoing growth and success of 

our nation and this great humanitarian vision is what we should 

celebrate on our 47th National Day.

Enjoy the music, the literature, the art. Rejoice in being a vital 

part of a great nation. Happy 47th National Day 2018! 

2018 RECAP

BY MARK NITUMA

THIS HAS BEEN A VERY SPECIAL YEAR, CELEBRATING THE 
CENTENARY OF THE BIRTH OF SHEIKH ZAYED, THE VISIONARY 

THANKS TO WHOM THE UAE ITSELF WAS BORN. 999 MAGAZINE IS 
PROUD TO HAVE HONOURED HIS LEGACY, AND OUR COVER STORIES 

OVER THESE 12 MONTHS SPEAK OF OUR DEDICATION TO TAKING 
PART IN THE NATION’S FORWARD MARCH

The

that was
YEAR
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2018 RECAP

The most successful societies are based 
on the principle of common good, and 
the UAE is one of them. In its January 
issue, 999 highlighted how the wise 
leadership has decided to levy tax on 
some goods and services aimed to better 
serve the economy and public. If we think 
of the principle of common good, yes, 
costs will rise marginally, but the benefits 
to the economy and the improved 
infrastructure and services would mean 
that the standard of living would rise 
even more. This cover story goes into the 
details of the VAT implementation and 
looks at why such a tax is part of many 
countries’ economic progress.

The Year of Zayed has turned out 
to be a truly landmark year for the 
UAE, as the late Sheikh Zayed was 
a great reformist. In one sweep, the 
Federal Cabinet has transformed laws 
pertaining to residency visa, business 
ownership, worker guarantees, and 
visa overstay offences. These are 
visionary reforms, wherein highly-
skilled expats can look forward to 
long-term stay in the UAE; the best 
students can be assured of a bridge 
to a career here; and businesses can 
confidently invest and operate more 
competitively. All in all, these reforms 
are very encouraging for the national 
economy, as this cover story presents.

The UAE is world’s largest 
humanitarian donor. This country 
has always been encouraging to 
give. But just as there’s darkness 
under a lamp that 999 focused 
on its cover story in May. It warns 
about how charity can be misused 
by organised crime racketeers or 
even unscrupulous individuals. 
For example, criminal gangs bring 
poor people into the country on 
visit visas, and place them on the 
streets to beg. This story discusses 
in detail the advantages of donating 
to legitimate charitable institutions 
rather than to suspicious people or 
organisations that may be involved 
in racketeering.

Artificial intelligence (AI) has come from 
the realm of science fiction fantasy into 
our everyday lives. This feature gives 
readers a sneak-peek on the latest 
edition of Gitex Technology Week 2018, 
and what new-age security looks like. 
UAE authorities know that even the 
most intensive awareness campaigns 
won’t penetrate some very dense 
minds. Therefore, alongside stepping 
up campaigns, they’re constantly 
upgrading their security apparatus. 
This means the most cutting-edge 
technologies being incorporated into 
the security systems – flying police 
motorbikes, smart cameras at traffic 
intersections, mobile police stations, 
you name it. This country has it all.

You know, the 999 emergency helpline 
exists for the same purpose – for the 
entire country’s security and well-being, 
to get you help instantly just when you 
need it. It’s the hotline that connects 
you to the police to report a traffic 
accident, robbery, and so on. And then, 
what do some people call about? The 
weather forecast, an annoying cat, and 
even a ghost! These callers don’t even 
pause for a second to think if they’re 
wasting an entire country’s time or 
blocking residents in need from getting 
help. That’s the biggest story of this 
999 issue. The article outlines how the 
emergency service works and why one 
should desist from making a frivolous 
phone call. 

There’s something special about 
the Year of Zayed, and that’s what 
999 has brought on its cover. Police 
forces in the UAE are always ready 
to spread happiness, especially 
amongst children, who look up 
to them. This story gives several 
recent examples of how police 
forces across the country have 
fulfilled the wishes of children, 
putting a big smile on their faces. 
This heartwarming topic features 
the other side of the UAE police. 
Our men and women in uniform 
might not have the powers that 
superheroes do, but they’re actually 
heroes without a cape.

Because safety and security have as 
much to do with human behaviour 
as with technology, 999 thought of 
studying habits that directly cause 
accidents, and habits that tastelessly 
capitalise on other people’s accidents 
to jack up the number of their 
‘likes’online. This is also the very 
same reason why some people, 
specifically motorists, often fall foul 
of rubbernecking at the accident 
scene. This is what 999 found out in 
its cover story last April. This practice 
is not only in very bad taste but is also 
illegal in the UAE. So, over-sharing is 
neither helpful nor cool. 

Police forces across the country are 
working on reducing traffic casualties 
from about 6 per 100,000 people 
to 3 per 100,000 as per the UAE 
Vision 2021. However, even as law 
enforcements perform their best to 
make the roads safer, some young 
people just can’t keep their hands off 
the steering wheel. Underage drivers 
end up killing pedestrians and cause 
other cars to crash. This story puts the 
spotlight on young offenders, whose 
parents are equally responsible for their 
behaviour. In this story, 999 gives the 
reason why underage driving is not 
cute, and why it’s rather an offence. 

UAE police forces have an 
excellent reputation, so when 
someone claims to be a police 
officer, they’re respected. The 
criminals know this and that’s 
why they try to impersonate 
police officers to commit their 
crimes. This cover story looks at 
the menace brought about by 
police impersonators. To prevent 
attacks such as rape, robbery and 
kidnapping, this issue is a must 
read to tell the imposters and real 
ones apart. It gives basic steps and 
tips to follow if one suspects that 
a supposed police officer is not a 
real cop.

This cover story brings an overview 
of the sweeping visa reforms of the 
UAE Government for those who 
are overstaying their visas or with 
absconding cases. The country’s 
visionary leadership has introduced 
the General Amnesty Scheme so 
that those who are hiding in the 
dark can see a glimpse of hope. 
Following these reforms, a lot of 
people who found themselves in 
difficult situations – usually through 
circumstances beyond their control 
– can either exit the country without 
fear or can regularise their stay with 
a very minimal fee. 

Everything in the UAE can be tracked. 
From lost wallets to mobile phones, 
these can all be reunited to their 
rightful owners. This culture of honesty 
is the scope of this cover story. The 
UAE police, who are one of the world’s 
most efficient police forces, would 
take the extra mile, literally, to make 
sure that anything lost is returned to its 
owner. In Dubai, 999 discovered that 
the entire emirate is mapped by Dubai 
Police. The police force introduced an 
electronic system in hotels, enabling 
the staff to inform them about lost 
items spotted on the premises. They 
tied up with the Roads and Transport 
Authority (RTA) to check on valuables 
left behind in taxis or buses.

Exactly a hundred years ago, a man who 
unbeknownst to many would change the 
fate of his nation was born. More than just 
material wealth, he believed in the power 
of what a man can do to unite his people, 
and together, march forward to achieve 
progress and stability. That man is a hero 
without cape, but catapulted the UAE’s 
soaring development. And up to this day, 
his visions and legacies live on. In this 
issue, 999 pays tribute to the man who 
saw tomorrow, the late Sheikh Zayed. As 
the UAE celebrates its 47th National Day, 
which coincides with the birth centenary of 
the nation’s founding father, it’s only fitting 
to emphasise the life of Sheikh Zayed—
who has been the ultimate source of pride 
of his nation.

IN THIS ISSUE:

UAE 5.000 AED
KSA 5.000 SAR
Kuwait 0.500 DK
Bahrain 0.500 BD
Oman 0.500 OR

SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL
ISSUE 72  JANUARY 2018

TOP 10 SECURITY 
TECHNOLOGY 

TRENDS FOR 2018

ABU DHABI 
SPOTLIGHT
WE’RE IN A 

WINTER STATE 
OF MIND 

IN THIS ISSUE: LET’S GET A RECAP OF OUR COVER STORIES IN 2017 TAILORED TO KEEP YOU IN THE LOOP

ESSENTIAL GUIDE ON 

THE 5% TAX IN THE UAE

THE WHAT, 

AND 
HOW 
OF VAT 

WHY 

UNLICENSED TO KILL: 
FROM STUNT ENTHUSIASTS 

TO ILLEGAL CABBIES

TO GIVE OR
NOT TO GIVE?

IN THIS ISSUE:

UAE 5.000 AED
KSA 5.000 SAR
Kuwait 0.500 DK
Bahrain 0.500 BD
Oman 0.500 OR

SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL
ISSUE 76 MAY 2018

ABU DHABI 
SPOTLIGHT
YES, YOU MAY

ENJOY THE SAND 
THIS SUMMER

EMIRATES
FORENSICS 2018:
A CRIME-FIGHTING 

PLATFORM

WHAT YOU
MUST DO WHEN

YOUR TYRES
ARE TIRED?

IN THIS ISSUE: MAKE THE MOST OF RAMADAN & THE TOP 9 DOWNSIDES OF CROWDED FLATS

UAE
WELCOMES
THE FUTURE

USING

SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL
ISSUE 82 NOVEMBER 2018

ABU DHABI 
SPOTLIGHT
EVERYTHING

SPLENDID IN THE
CAPITAL

STAY IN YOUR 
LANE & DON'T SPIN

THE WHEEL

READING THE 
STAINS TO CRACK
CRIMINAL CASES

IN THIS ISSUE:

UAE 5.000 AED
KSA 5.000 SAR
Kuwait 0.500 DK
Bahrain 0.500 BD
Oman 0.500 OR

IN THIS ISSUE: STEPPED UP POLICE CAMPAIGNS RESULT IN A SHARP DROP OF TYRE-RELATED ACCIDENTS

SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL
ISSUE 83 DECEMBER 2018

ABU DHABI 
SPOTLIGHT
ALL THE FUN

YOU CAN HAVE IN
THE CAPITAL

HASSANTUK
REVOLUTIONISES 

FIRE SAFETY

HONESTY
IS WORTH 

MORE THAN GOLD

THE MAN
WHO SAW
TOMORROW
A tribute to 100 years
of Sheikh Zayed

IN THIS ISSUE:

UAE 5.000 AED
KSA 5.000 SAR
Kuwait 0.500 DK
Bahrain 0.500 BD
Oman 0.500 OR

IN THIS ISSUE: DODGE ONLINE VISA SCAMS & MASTER MEDICINE RULES TO AVOID THE BITTER PILL

IN THIS ISSUE:

UAE 5.000 AED
KSA 5.000 SAR
Kuwait 0.500 DK
Bahrain 0.500 BD
Oman 0.500 OR

SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL
ISSUE 73  FEBRUARY 2018

BEWARE: DANGERS 
OF UNREGULATED 

E-PATHWAYS

MARCH FORWARD 
WITH MOHAMED 

BIN ZAYED

SP T POLICE 
IMPERSONATORS
CLUES TO LOOK OUT FOR TO PROTECT YOURSELF

ABU DHABI 
SPOTLIGHT
SPRING IN 

YOUR STEP IN 
THE CAPITAL

IN THIS ISSUE: TOP 10 BEHAVIOURS THAT WILL LAND YOU IN TROUBLE IN THE UAE

2018 UAE AMNESTY SCHEME

NO MORE HIDING

IN THIS ISSUE:

UAE 5.000 AED
KSA 5.000 SAR
Kuwait 0.500 DK
Bahrain 0.500 BD
Oman 0.500 OR

SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL
ISSUE 79 AUGUST 2018

ABU DHABI 
SPOTLIGHT

SEASON OF
THE SUN IN THE

CAPITAL

MOI'S CRACK DOWN
ON INTERNATIONAL

FUGITIVES

MAKE IT A
SUMMER WITHOUT

ACCIDENTS

IN THIS ISSUE: NEW SCIENCE THAT COULD MAKE WATER RETENTION AND AGRICULTURE POSSIBLE IN UAE

IN THIS ISSUE:

UAE 5.000 AED
KSA 5.000 SAR
Kuwait 0.500 DK
Bahrain 0.500 BD
Oman 0.500 OR

SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL
ISSUE 77 JUNE 2018

STAY IN
YOUR LANE

SUDDEN SWERVING 
CAN BE LETHAL

ARE YOU
ONE OF THEM?
METRO RIDERS 

YOU MUST NOT COPY

IN THIS ISSUE: KNOW THE TYPES RADARS IN THE UAE THAT WATCH TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS

ABU DHABI 
SPOTLIGHT

CELEBRATE CULTURE
& FAITH DURING

RAMADAN

LOST AND
FOUND

HOW UAE GIVES YOU
BACK EVERYTHING

IN THIS ISSUE:

UAE 5.000 AED
KSA 5.000 SAR
Kuwait 0.500 DK
Bahrain 0.500 BD
Oman 0.500 OR

SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL
ISSUE 74  MARCH 2018

VIRTUAL 
REVENGE WON’T 

TASTE SWEET

25% SAFER! 
THAT’S UAE ROADS 

FOR YOU

ABU DHABI 
SPOTLIGHT

ENJOY SPRING 
IN THE CAPITAL 

WHILE IT 
LASTS

IN THIS ISSUE: THE HEADACHE OF VIRAL HOAXES ONLINE & THE ABCDS OF A GOOD DIET

HELLO 999! WILL 
IT RAIN TOMORROW?
STRANGEST ALLS  RECEIVED BY 999

HATS OFF
TO YOU,
UAE POLICE

IN THIS ISSUE:

SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL
ISSUE 80 SEPTEMBER 2018

ABU DHABI 
SPOTLIGHT

HELLO
SEPTEMBER

CATCHING
THE LAST BUS

TO A FRESH START

A BIG HAND
FOR THE

AMNESTY PLAN

UAE 5.000 AED
KSA 5.000 SAR
Kuwait 0.500 DK
Bahrain 0.500 BD
Oman 0.500 OR

IN THIS ISSUE: KNOW MORE ABOUT KIKI CHALLENGE & WHY POLICE ARE BANNING ITIN THIS ISSUE:

UAE 5.000 AED
KSA 5.000 SAR
Kuwait 0.500 DK
Bahrain 0.500 BD
Oman 0.500 OR

SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL
ISSUE 75  APRIL 2018

STOP THAT 
J-HABIT! THE 
LOWDOWN ON 
JAYWALKING

ISNR 2018: 
HOMELAND SECURITY 

IS EVERYONE’S 
CONCERN

QUICK LIKES 
CAN SPELL 
TROUBLE

WHY PEOPLE SHARE 
ACCIDENT PHOTOS ONLINE 
AND THE LEGAL PITFALLS

ABU DHABI 
SPOTLIGHT
A MONTH 
TO MAKE 

MERRY

IN THIS ISSUE: EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH THE GENERAL COMMANDER OF THE UAE CIVIL DEFENCE 

SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL
ISSUE 81 OCTOBER 2018

ABU DHABI 
SPOTLIGHT

THE
COLOURS OF

AUTUMN

THE UNDERBELLY
OF ILLEGAL
PARLOURS

DON’T GET
TO THE POINT

OF NO RETURN

HIDE CAR KEYS
FROM TEENS
WHY UNDERAGE DRIVING IS SO LETHAL

IN THIS ISSUE:

UAE 5.000 AED
KSA 5.000 SAR
Kuwait 0.500 DK
Bahrain 0.500 BD
Oman 0.500 OR

IN THIS ISSUE: KNOW MORE ABOUT THE CODE OF CONDUCT IN THE UAE TO AVOID LANDING IN HOT WATER

 JANUARY  

The why and 
how of VAT

 JULY 

New UAE
visa policies

 MAY  

The begging 
question

 NOVEMBER 

UAE welcomes
the future using 
AI

 FEBRUARY 

Spot police 
impersonators

 AUGUST 

2018 UAE 
Amnesty 
Scheme

 JUNE 

Lost and found
 DECEMBER 

The man who 
saw tomorrow

 MARCH 

Hello 999! 
Will it rain 
tomorrow?

 SEPTEMBER 

Hats off to you,
UAE police

 APRIL 

Quick likes can 
spell trouble

 OCTOBER 

Hide car keys 
from teens

Security And Safety For All

DECEMBER 2018 37999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALLDECEMBER 201836 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL

Security And Safety For AllSecurity And Safety For All



CIVIL DEFENCE

MINISTRY 
OF INTERIOR 

REVOLUTIONISES
FIRE SAFETY

A REVOLUTIONARY SYSTEM, NAMED HASSANTUK, 
IS LINKING HOMES AND COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS IN 
THE UAE TO A CENTRALISED FIRE-ALARM RECEIVING 

CENTRE, INCREASING PUBLIC SAFETY

BY K NIVEDITA
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Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and 

Minister of the Interior, inaugurated the 

Hassantuk for Commercial Buildings 

Operations Room.  

WHAT IS HASSANTUK?

The system Hassantuk, which means ‘Protect 

you’ in Arabic, uses and integrates advanced 

Artificial Intelligence smart technologies. 

This is a system that connects all 

buildings and facilities across the UAE 

to an alarm-receiving technology centre. 

It aims to enhance and accelerate 

responses to fire emergencies, as it 

automatically dispatches request or 

help from civil defence for fire and other 

life-threatening incidents. Major General 

Jassem Mohammed Al Marzouqi, General 

Commander of Civil Defence, said that the 

centralised system would connect over 

150,000 buildings and facilities.

“The Ministry of Interior is working 

diligently to implement the fire monitoring 

system as per the government directives 

to link up residential homes to the civil 

defence control rooms. The Ministry 

has always exerted its best efforts to 

protect lives and properties by utilising 

the most advanced and innovative safety 

systems,” said Major General Al Marzouqi, 

underscoring the role of MoI in providing 

fire safety solutions.

The centralised system can detect 

smoke or glitches in the built-in fire safety 

CIVIL DEFENCE

The Ministry of 
Interior is working 

diligently to implement 
the fire monitoring 
system as per the 
government directives 

to link up 
residential 
homes to the 
civil defence 

control 
rooms

MAJOR GENERAL JASSEM 
MOHAMMED AL MARZOUQI
General Commander of Civil Defence

HH Lt General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of the Interior, inaugurated the Hassantuk for Commercial Buildings 
Operations Room on November 5, 2018.

A
ny fire in any season can have 

very tragic consequences. In 

October this year, amidst the 

coming of the winter season 

in the UAE, an Arab family in Abu Dhabi 

lost eight members – three women and 

five young children, including a one-year-

old infant – to a fire that may have started 

from a short-circuit. In the same month, 

an Arab man and his two grandchildren 

died from suffocation after a fire broke out 

in an apartment in Ajman one afternoon. 

Firefighters responded immediately, but the 

three couldn’t be saved as the house was 

already engulfed by smoke.

Earlier this year, His Highness Sheikh 

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice 

President and Prime Minister of the UAE 

and Ruler of Dubai, ordered the installation 

of stronger fire alarm systems in homes 

across the country.

Enter, the Hassantuk system. This is a 

ground-breaking system that enables the 

house itself to alert the fire brigade, as 

the residents themselves may be asleep, 

suffocated, or trapped. The launch of 

the system was announced in October 

2017, and the first buildings began to 

be connected earlier this year. It’s an 

initiative launched by the UAE Ministry 

of Interior (MoI) to drastically cut down 

response time.

Last month, in Abu Dhabi, His Highness 

Lt General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al 

system in buildings. As soon as a glitch 

is detected, the nearest civil defence will 

be alerted, so that firefighters may be 

deployed. Installation of the system in all 

buildings across the UAE is projected to 

be completed by 2023. 

6-YEAR PLAN HASSANTUK FOR VILLAS

In October 2018, MoI officially launched 

a new smart fire safety project in the 

Capital, called ‘Hassantuk for Villas’. This 

is an initiative to provide end-to-end fire 

safety solutions in every villa in the UAE, 

by linking these homes to the civil defence 

operation rooms and enabling them to 

send a signal in case of a fire.

“Since June, 1,200 homes have had 

the smart system implemented – that 

includes old and new villas,” said Captain 

Humaid Abdullah Al Ali, Head of the 

Advisory Experts Office and Project 

Manager of ‘Hassantuk for Villas’. “We 

believe that we’ll achieve an incredible 

result and we have a road map to 

continue to develop and advance the 

project. We’re not stopping here, because 

we aim to achieve the best in the future.”

The initiative Hassantuk for Villas will 

Since June, 1,200 
homes have had 

the smart system 
implemented – 

that includes 
old and new 
villas

CAPTAIN HUMAID
ABDULLAH AL ALI

Head of the Advisory Experts Office and 
Project Manager of Hassantuk for Villas

cover 400,000 homes across the country 

in six years.

INSTALLING THE SERVICE

Residents, outlets, and offices can have 

their buildings linked to Hassantuk by 

registering on the website (hassantuk.moi.gov.

ae/index-en.html). Its official website contains 

further details and instructions for linking 

residential and commercial establishments to 

the centralised service system. 

The registration fee already includes 

THE NUMBERS

150,000
The number of buildings targeted by civil defence to link 
to its operation rooms through the ‘Hassantuk’ initiative

400,000
The number of homes to be covered by the initiative 
‘Hassantuk for Villas’ in six years

1,200
The number of homes, old and new villas, that have been 
installed with Hassantuk since June 2018

2023
Target year of completion for Hassantuk installation in all 
buildings across the UAE

installation charges and monitoring/

maintenance by civil defence for two 

years. According to the Ministry of Interior, 

those who can’t afford the installation cost 

of Hassantuk will receive assistance.

All properties, including residential villas, 

warehouses, hotels, residential blocks and 

towers, commercial properties, educational 

institutions, shopping malls, retail outlets, 

offices, banks, medical centres, industrial 

premises, and government entities can 

register to the service. 
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REVISED CODE AND 
NANOTECHNOLOGY

The UAE government is continuously 

working on innovative technologies to 

mitigate and prevent more fire incidents. 

Major General Rashid Thani Al Matroushi, 

Director General of Dubai Civil Defence, 

stated that their ultimate goal was to 

mitigate loss of life and properties with 

innovation. “We’re using smart systems to 

reduce any risk to buildings. Every time 

we go higher, the risks are high and the 

procedures for prevention are higher,” he 

said.

These smart systems will turn existing 

buildings into smart buildings through 

nanotechnology, which in turn will help 

prevent fires. This initiative is already 

being implemented across Dubai since the 

first quarter of 2017.

UAE’S NEW, STRICTER FIRE 
SAFETY CODE

To further heighten public safety, the 

UAE revised its Fire Safety and Life 

Protection Code in 2017 with stricter 

penalties for violators. The guidelines for 

the code have doubled from 707 pages in 

2011 to 1,562 pages.

The UAE’s revamped fire safety code is 

a pertinent initiative. This code provides 

that all new establishments must use 

fire-safe external cladding, and existing 

buildings will also have to comply with 

new maintenance standards.

Included in the code are 20 chapters 

and 784 3D illustrations to help 

engineers comply with regulations and 

plan safer buildings.

Around 1,000 buildings across the UAE 

will be covered in older cladding panels. 

Building developers shall now ensure that 

the cladding on an existing building is 

code-compliant and safe. 

We’re using smart 
systems to reduce 

any risk to buildings. 
Every time we go higher, 
the risks are high and the 

procedures for 
prevention are 
higher

MAJOR GENERAL RASHID
THANI AL MATROUSHI

Director General of Dubai Civil Defence

OVERCOMING 
OBSTRUCTION

On the evening of October 10, 2018, 

a fire broke out in a high-rise residential 

tower in Abu Dhabi. The blaze started in 

one of the flats of the 13-storey building in 

Khalidiya. While no injuries were reported 

during the incident, civil defence and police 

had a hard time reaching the scene due to 

the crowd that trooped to the scene. They 

warned that during emergency situations — 

especially fires — people should stay clear 

from the sites so as not to delay or obstruct 

rescue operations.

Civil defence is currently testing drones 

for carrying fire-fighting equipment up 

to higher floors on fire. Drones can also 

help locate individuals trapped inside. 

“We’re mainly thinking of how we can 

use the drones to lift equipment up 

to higher floors,” said Lt Colonel Ali Al 

Mutawa, speaking to 999. According to 

Lt Colonel Al Mutawa, about 15 drones 

are at present being tested and more 

devices are to be commissioned to help 

them in their rescue operations. “The 

drones have a certain capacity in terms of 

bearing load,” he added.

These drones can also be used for live 

streaming of the fire location, helping the 

fire commander to assess the situation 

and execute an efficient plan.

SAFETY TIPS FOR FAMILIES

The UAE government outlines the following:

Parents should know about all 

types of potential home fires and 

how to douse them 

A fire emergency plan must be 

in place, showing what family 

members and maids should do in 

case of a fire 

One member of the family 

should be designated to alert, 

awake, and evacuate children, 

the elderly and people with 

special needs during an 

emergency 

All members of the family, particularly 

children, should be trained in 

emergency evacuation 

procedures 

Smoking in the 

bedroom or where 

children stay should 

be avoided, as 25 

per cent of all fires is 

attributed to smoking 

Barbecue indoors 

should be avoided

CIVIL DEFENCE

We take immense pride and great pleasure in extending
our sincerest congratulations and best wishes to

 His Highness Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

and Their Highnesses Members of the Supreme Council and Rulers of the UAE

and to all the people of the UAE

On the occasion of the 47th National Day
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President of the UAE
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SHEIKH ZAYED WOULD
BE HAPPY IF HE WERE WITH US

Ali Obaid is a veteran Emirati commentator and 
writer on local issues; he currently heads the News 

Centre at Dubai Media Incorporated

Recently, the UAE launched the Arab world’s first space probe. It’s a 
pioneering achievement in the spirit of the founding father’s vision and 
it’s a true tribute to him

B
y the end of this month, the ‘Year of Zayed’ will be 

over, but the late Sheikh Zayed, may God’s mercy be 

upon him, will remain forever in our hearts, minds and 

souls. His memory will live on.

For all those who witnessed the nation’s founding father or 

even for those who just heard of or read about him, Sheikh Zayed 

was a man who never deserted his nation even during the time 

when most parts of it were only a sleeping fishing village and 

unfertile desert. He was such a strong believer of the power of 

vision—he saw that our nation would someday be known to rest 

of the word, if all hands and hearts become 

as one. Indeed, his principles paved the 

way for the UAE’s success. It’s the very 

same reason why his name will forever be 

etched in every piece of our history as a 

nation. In the words of His Highness Sheikh 

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice 

President and Prime Minister of the UAE 

and Ruler of Dubai, Sheikh Zayed was a 

leader, founder, teacher, and father. 

The UAE is celebrating the life of this 

great leader, who has made such 

contributions in every field. It’s an occasion 

when the audience sees and listens to the men who were around 

Sheikh Zayed, worked with him, or approached him. They all 

speak with great passion and great love for this humane leader, 

and they share their knowledge of the leader with the 

generations that would never meet him.

Some may think that what we read about him is just a product 

of the writers or historians’ exaggeration. But it isn’t. Sheikh 

Zayed worked tirelessly day in and day out to fulfil the aspirations 

of his people. He dreamed. He imagined. And he succeeded 

because he’s a legend in generosity, compassion, and empathy.

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid honoured the 

UAE’s achievements in various fields, in conjunction with National 

If Zayed saw you, 
there would be 
tears in his eyes for 
you are the fruit of 
his work and the 
culmination of his 
career

Day and the ‘Year of Zayed’. His Highness’ directives are to 

honour the national projects that echo Zayed’s vision and reflect 

the development approach adopted by the UAE since its 

inception.  

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid stressed that this 

year’s celebrations in the UAE would be in a different form—that 

we wouldn’t celebrate personalities. Rather, we would celebrate 

achievements and projects (cultural, social, economic, scientific 

and infrastructure) set up by our government that would’ve been 

welcomed by Sheikh Zayed if he were with us.

Because the children of Sheikh Zayed 

are the best successors to their noble 

predecessor, they’ve worked to achieve the 

dreams of Zayed. Khalifa Sat is the first 

satellite made with 100 per cent Emirati 

hands and was launched into space on 

October 29 – this was an unprecedented 

achievement in the Arab world. It was a 

beautiful gesture, choosing the name of 

President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan for this great Emirati 

achievement. 

God willing, the ‘Hope’ probe will arrive 

on Mars – after a journey of nine months, and with 60 million 

kilometres travelled – with the UAE celebrating its 50th 

anniversary in 2021. This will be the first Arab probe, and the UAE 

will be amongst the only nine countries in the world to have 

space programmes to explore the Red Planet.

“If Zayed saw you, there would be tears in his eyes for you are 

the fruit of his work and the culmination of his career.” With these 

words, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid addressed 

the team of ‘Prospect of Hope’ when the UAE’s space exploration 

project was unveiled. If Zayed were with us today, he’d certainly 

be happy with the achievements of his sons, who are always 

fulfilling his dreams.

COLUMN

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior
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AVOID
THE

BITTER
PILL

THE SCOPE OF THE WORD “DRUGS” GOES BEYOND WHAT ONE

NORMALLY UNDERSTANDS TO BE ILLEGAL. ANYONE WHO 

BRINGS MEDICINES INTO THE UAE IS URGED TO PAY 

ATTENTION TO THE LAW TO AVOID THE BITTER PILL

BY HS PARAMITA

CUSTOMS Security And Safety For All
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DR AMIN HUSSAIN AL AMIRI
Assistant Undersecretary for Public Health 

Policy and Licensing at the Ministry of Health 
and Prevention,  and Vice Chairman of the 

Higher Committee for Drug Pricing and 
Registration

T
he UAE has a well-known zero-

tolerance policy towards illegal 

drugs. This policy applies equally 

to citizens, expats, visitors and transit 

passengers. However, the scope of 

the word “drugs” – as defined in this 

country’s law – goes much beyond what 

one normally understands to be illegal, 

e.g. narcotics like marijuana, heroin, or 

cocaine. Here, illegal “drugs” could also 

mean medications that might be legal 

in other countries. Which is why, it’s 

important to know the UAE law and stay 

on the right side of it.

Federal Law No. 14 of 1995 considers 

“production, import, export, transport, 

buying, selling, possessing, storing of 

narcotic and psychotropic substances, 

unless done so as part of supervised and 

regulated medical or scientific activities”, 

as a crime. Therefore, anyone coming into 

the country with certain medicines in their 

bag could be stopped by law enforcement.

In 2017, the UAE Ministry of Health 

and Prevention (MOHAP) issued a 

warning against 12 pharmaceutical drugs 

containing Sildenafil and Sibutramine 

as well as other hazardous chemical 

substances. According to the Ministry, 

Sildenafil can cause an instant drop in 

blood pressure, while Sibutramine can 

cause a sudden spike in blood pressure. 

The warning added that intake of 

medicine containing the aforementioned 

substances could have harmful effects, 

especially on people with existing heart 

and artery problems, patients with 

diabetes, and on children. Risks include 

abnormal heartbeat and stroke.

One of the ways for the UAE 

government to control illegal drugs and 

medicines is by ensuring that all entry 

points – be it airports, seaports, or land 

borders – are well-monitored. This has 

led to the implementation of a rule that 

prohibits every one from bringing certain 

categories of drugs 

and medicines.

RULES FOR BRINGING MEDICINE

While the UAE government strictly 

ensures that no illegal medicine or drugs 

enter the country, it also recognises 

unavoidable instances of citizen, expat, 

visitor and transit passenger needing to 

bring medication purchased overseas into 

the country, as they’d need to take that 

medicine regularly for health reasons. 

This usually happens to people who 

constantly travel in and out of the country 

for business or leisure, or expats who 

return to the UAE after their vacation.

In response, the Ministry of Health 

has grouped medicines and drugs 

into several categories: narcotics, 

psychotropic, general, and controlled, 

amongst others. Each of these 

categories has specific rules in relation 

to the drugs’ entry into the UAE, 

including allowable quantities and the 

number of days of consumption.

For instance, when bringing drugs 

categorised as “controlled” into the UAE, 

residents, expats, travellers and even 

transit passengers are only allowed to 

carry prescribed medicines good for 30 

days of treatment. The maximum amount 

of regular medicine or prescription-only 

medicine (POM) brought into the country 

is for three months’ consumption. 

Other types of medicines, such as 

non-registered, cancelled, and herbal 

medicines, are banned in the UAE. 

Cancelled medicines are those that were 

initially allowed into the country, but due 

to safety hazards discovered later on, 

their registration was cancelled. On its 

website, the Ministry offers a complete list 

of medicine categorised into groups.

The Ministry of 
Health has grouped 

medicines and 
drugs into several 

categories: narcotics, 
psychotropic, general, 

and controlled, 
amongst others

CUSTOMS

The Ministry’s rules for bringing 

medicine into the UAE does not only 

cover consumption requirements; prior 

permits are also required specifically for 

controlled medicine. 

“The UAE applies stiff measures in 

fighting medicinal adulteration. This is 

done in coordination with Customs and 

security bodies in the country,” said 

Dr Amin Hussain Al Amiri, Assistant 

Undersecretary for Public Health Policy 

and Licensing at the Ministry of Health 

and Prevention,  and Vice Chairman of 

the Higher Committee for Drug Pricing 

and Registration.

Travellers who need to carry medicines 

with them to the UAE are required to 

secure a permit from the Registration 

and Drug Control Department of the 

Ministry of Health. Before their flight to 

the UAE, they have to create a profile 

on the Ministry’s website and upload the 

necessary documents, such as a valid 

medical prescription; an authenticated 

certificate and/or permit from the health 

authority of the country of departure, 

confirming one’s legal authority to 

possess the medicine; and a copy of the 

carrier’s passport.

The UAE applies
stiff measures

in fighting medicinal
adulteration. This is done
in coordination with
Customs and security

bodies
in the
country

SECURING A MEDICINE PERMIT 

Once submitted, the Ministry will review 

and decide on the request after one 

working day. Upon arrival in the UAE, the 

medicines will be checked at the country’s 

entry ports by a Ministry inspector with 

the cooperation of Customs department. 

Disapproved medicines will be seized. 

Sample of the electronic form that travellers who need to carry personal medicines to the UAE will have 

to first fill in. It can easily be accessed for free on the MoHAP website (www.mohap.gov.ae) or its app.

STEPS FOR
GETTING A PERMIT

1. Create an account on 

MOHAP’s website

2. Submit necessary documents

3. Wait for the official permit 

after one working day

4. Upon arrival, have the Ministry 

inspector check the carried 

medicine

5. If no prior permit was secured, 

the process can be done at 

the port

 

REQUIREMENTS

1. Valid medical prescription

2. Authenticated permit from 

country of departure

3. Copy of Emirates ID or 

passport

If no prior permit was secured, a 

traveller can simply submit the physical 

copy of the documents to the Ministry 

inspector at the airport.

If approved, the traveller can now legally 

bring the medicine(s) into the UAE. To 

avoid facing any trouble while inside the 

country, the person is advised to always 

have in his/her possession the permit and 

medical prescription in case a person in 

authority asks for them.

Securing permit, however, is only 

required for controlled medicine. For 

regular or prescription-only medicine, 

no permit is required, but the medical 

prescription has to be in the possession 

of the carrier at all times. 

Non-registered, cancelled, and herbal 

medicines are strictly banned.

Security And Safety For All
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TYPES OF DRUGS 
AND MEDICINES 

IN THE UAE 

CONTROLLED

MEDICINE:

This covers narcotic and 

psychotropic drugs. While some 

medicines that fall under this 

category are not necessarily 

banned in the country, their 

consumption is monitored. 

Residents, expats, or travellers 

bringing such medicine must 

secure a permit from the authorities 

before entry into the UAE. 

REGULAR OR 

PRESCRIPTION-ONLY 

MEDICINE:

These are the usual medicines 

consumed by people due to 

health reasons. A valid medical 

prescription must be in the 

possession of the person 

consuming the medicine. 

NON-REGISTERED AND/OR 

CANCELLED MEDICINE: 

These are completely banned 

in the UAE for various reasons. 

Cancelled medicines include 

those that were previously 

registered in the country, but was 

later cancelled due to safety or 

quality defects. These also include 

medicines not authorised for 

registration or distribution.

HERBAL

MEDICINE:

While these types of medicines 

are usually allowed in other 

countries, bringing them into the 

UAE is strictly prohibited.

Source:
Ministry of Health Guidelines

RECENT CASES OF VIOLATIONS

As established, the UAE government has several ways to stamp out the 

presence of illegal drugs and medicines in the country. Those caught violating 

the law face punishment depending on the degree of the offence.

Here are five of the recent cases involving illegal drugs and medicines in the country.

In October 2018, Abu Dhabi Police (ADP) 

apprehended five Asian men for carrying 

drugs weighing more than 17kg. Brigadier 

Mohammad Suhail Al Rashidi, Acting Director 

of the Criminal Security Sector, said that the 

men would be selling the drugs to “young 

people across the country”.

In 2017, a video clip of a medicine called 

Flumox, which was not registered in the UAE, 

went viral after being shared by a number of 

people living in the UAE. Dr Amin Hussain 

Al Amiri warned residents sharing the video 

of the possible consequences of spreading 

false information about the medicine.

In July 2018, MOHAP recalled several 

anti-hypertensive medicines containing 

a substance called Valsartan. According 

to MOHAP, it was detected to have been 

contaminated with N-Nitrosodimethylamine, 

a chemical that might cause cancer. The 

order was sent to directors of medical 

An expat who was just accepted for a 

job in Dubai was arrested and sentenced 

to two years in prison after testing positive 

for cannabis, which he consumed before 

flying to the UAE. The expat admitted to 

having an addiction before flying to the UAE, 

but claimed that he came to the country 

to change his life. He eventually got bail 

instead of going to jail. 

1

5

2

districts, public and private hospitals, doctors, 

pharmacists and assistant pharmacists.

3

An Arab passenger was arrested at the 

Sharjah International Airport in 2017 for 

bringing narcotic substances without a 

permit or medical prescription. Authorities 

at the airport asked the man to open his 

baggage after a suspicious packet was 

detected. When checked, the packet 

contained medicines, which the man claimed 

was for his friend’s sick sister.

4

WHAT ABOUT MEDICAL DEVICES?

The UAE government also has specific 

rules for bringing medical devices into 

the country. If a medical device has active 

medicinal ingredients that fall under 

one of the aforementioned categories, 

it will follow the respective rules for 

that category. Several medical devices 

have also been considered banned 

or cancelled in the country due to the 

dangers they pose. 

In October, MOHAP released a circular 

warning the public of the dangers of using 

one particular medical device for eye 

problems. The medical device, called 

Raindrop Near Vision Inlay or RVO 2.0, 

is implanted in the eyes of a patient 

with sight problems. The device serves 

as an alternative to contact lenses 

and eyeglasses and promises to give 

patients more comfort. 

The US Food and Drug 

Administration, however, found out 

that the device could cause cornea 

hypertrophy, resulting in blurred vision.

THINGS TO REMEMBER

Possession of illegal drugs and banned medicines in the UAE is 

considered a criminal offence, punishable by imprisonment and even 

deportation, depending on the degree of the violation.

A drug or prescribed medicine may be legal in another country but 

banned in the UAE. Make sure to check the list of allowed, controlled, 

and banned substances in the UAE through the MOHAP website.

The rules on carrying drugs and medicine into UAE also applies to 

transit visitors.

Always carry your permit and medical prescription in case a person in 

authority asks for it.

Consumption and testing positive for drugs is also considered a 

criminal offence in the UAE. 
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The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

COLUMN

A
s the electronic era gains momentum, the majority of the 

people in our society rely on technology for getting 

information, exchanging, or posting them. With people 

being busy on their devices – completing office work or 

consuming entertainment, particularly on social media – reports prove 

the deteriorating rates of reading in the Arab World, compared to 

other societies. 

According to the Culture Development Report for 2011 by the Arab 

Thought Foundation and Human Development Report for 2012 

issued by Unesco, the numbers are declining, and they might 

compromise the status of reading for the new generation, particularly 

for Arabic language. 

According to reports, there are 757 million 

illiterates globally. Every 80 Arab citizens read 

one book a year. In contrast, a European 

citizen reads about 35 books a year. The 

reading motivation for entertainment is first for 

Arab countries at 46 per cent, while the 

demand for information is only 26 per cent.

This prompts the question: are we a 

nation that does not read, or a nation 

doomed to ignorance in light of the decline 

in the rate of reading? But as soon as His 

Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 

Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister 

of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, launched an 

initiative for a reading challenge in the Arab 

World, fears were replaced by hope. The 

challenge, launched in 2015, was to 

motivate a million students in the Arab 

World to read 50 million books in a year. 

The initiative got students reading again, 

and international students are keen to 

participate in the challenge in growing 

numbers, year after year.

President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan 

reinforced the initiative of HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid by 

naming 2016 as the ‘Year of Reading’ in the UAE. Under this initiative, 

A LITTLE GIRL
WHO CAN BE A ROLE MODEL

Maysa Rashed Ghadeer is a 
prominent UAE writer interested in 

local affairs and a former member of 
the Federal National Council (FNC)

everyone was urged to read more. Across the country, employees 

were given the right to read for three hours a week while at their 

workplace; they could choose any reading material that would 

enhance their knowledge.

Our problem as Arab societies is that individuals do not give reading 

its due importance and do not make it a priority. They waste the 

chance to develop themselves in scientific and cognitive aspects. This 

has a negative effect on society, on people, and on institutions.

You cannot consider the time dedicated to reading through these 

initiatives a waste of time, which could be used to complete a 

transaction or even to entertain yourself. Most of us waste hours 

every day on things that don’t bring any 

benefit. Time should rather be utilised for 

developing habits that would benefit 

individuals and societies.

At the end of October this year, HH Sheikh 

Mohammed bin Rashid honoured the winner 

of the Arab Reading Challenge in its third year. 

The winner was Mariam Amjoun, a nine-year-

old Moroccan girl, the youngest participant, 

surpassing 300,000 participants from 3,442 

schools that participated in the reading 

challenge in Morocco. She won the title of 

Arab Champion of the reading challenge – she 

and the previous heroes are worthy of being 

role models for our children.

“We bet on a generation of readers. We bet 

on 10 million students, each of whom reads 50 

books a year. We are betting on their minds, 

knowledge and awareness, which will change 

our societies for the better. With them we can 

resume our path for civilisation,” HH Sheikh 

Mohammed bin Rashid said. 

As long as there are initiatives of this 

magnitude, behind it are leaders who believe in the importance of 

building an individual. What made HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 

wipe Mariam’s tears of joy motivates us all to become better readers, 

for a better present and a better future.

The Arab Reading Challenge has fired up the minds of students across the 
region, and all of us could take a leaf out of Mariam Amjoun’s book

We bet on a 
generation of 
readers. We bet 
on 10 million 
students, each of 
whom reads 50 
books a year. We 
are betting on their 
minds, knowledge 
and awareness, 
which will change 
our societies for 
the better
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FORENSIC SCIENCEFRAUD

LAW ENFORCEMENT IN THE UAE IS SENDING OUT A STRONG 
MESSAGE TO BOTH THE CON ARTISTS AND THEIR VICTIMS 
WITH THE FALSE PROMISE OF INSTANT WEALTH 

THE PROMISE OF

‘I CAN 
DOUBLE 
YOUR 
MONEY’

BY MAHA ISMAIL
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Y
ou’d think that in these days 

of higher rates of education 

and safety campaigns run on 

multiple platforms, people 

would know better than to fall for a false 

claim – but you’d be surprised to see that 

many people do still believe it. 

The promise of “I can double your 

money” sounds too good to be true; and 

that’s exactly what it is. Arrests made 

across the UAE this year send out a 

strong message to both the con artists 

and their targets. Law enforcement is 

telling both parties that this scam, which 

comes under the big umbrella of financial 

fraud, should be avoided and won’t be 

tolerated by the police.

The UAE Ministry of Interior (MoI) 

and the police general commands 

around the country continue to raise 

awareness amongst the public, while 

also vigorously pursuing any police 

complaints in this regard.

WHEN IT FIRST BEGAN
Fraudsters claiming the ability to double 

money began to fan out in the UAE in the 

late 1990s. The victims were people of 

different age groups and diverse social 

and educational backgrounds.

Since then, the MoI and the police 

have made huge efforts to deal with this 

crime. Apart from making frequent and 

quick arrests, they’ve also focused on 

disseminating information amongst the 

public through all available channels. 

Special police departments and divisions 

have been established to combat 

economic crimes, including money 

doubling scams. 

Many members of police forces have 

been specially trained to identify and 

detect those involved in this type of crime.

TRICKS OF THE TRADE
The perpetrators of money doubling 

rackets often use the same methods and 

tools. They bring a briefcase full of black 

papers, chemical solutions in bottles, and 

other substances such as powder, a real 

banknote or two to serve as bait for the 

victim. The real banknotes are painted 

with a black chemical, and then other 

chemical solutions are added to it to 

remove the black colour, revealing the real 

banknote; or the scammers use a special 

printer into which the real banknote is fed, 

and copies of it are printed.

The fraudster then asks a victim for a 

large sum of money to buy the solutions 

needed to remove the black colour 

from the rest of the papers, or to buy 

the materials needed to print a large 

quantity of banknotes on the pretext 

The perpetrators of 
money doubling rackets 

often use the same 
methods and tools. They 
bring a briefcase full of 
black papers, chemical 

solutions in bottles, and 
other substances such as 
powder, a real banknote 

or two to serve as bait for 
the victim

BRIGADIER SALEM KHALIFA 
AL RUMAITHI

Director of the General Department of 
Criminal Investigations at Dubai Police

Within 24 hours of 
receiving the report 

from the two victims, the 
police were able to track 
down the suspect in an 
apartment in an adjacent 
emirate. The arrest was 
coordinated 
with the 
concerned 
authorities

that he has run out of such materials. 

The fraudster then walks out of that 

place with the money taken from the 

victim, and turns off his mobile phone, 

so that the victim cannot communicate 

with him again.

PRINTING FAKE MONEY
From amongst the money doubling 

scams busted in Dubai in 2018, 

Brigadier Salem Khalifa Al Rumaithi, 

Director of the General Department 

of Criminal Investigations at Dubai 

Police, mentioned that the force 

received a report from two people – 

an Asian and a European. They stated 

that an African man stole $10,000 

(Dhs36,700) from them. This was done 

by making them believe that he could 

increase their money to about half a 

million euros.

The victims explained that they got 

to know the suspect through an e-mail 

that he sent to them, and then they 

agreed to meet at a hotel in Dubai. 

There, he conducted an experiment in 

front of them with $1,000 (Dhs3,673) 

– the printer actually produced an 

amount of dollars in excess of the 

amount fed into it. The fraudster 

asked them to verify the authenticity 

of the money by going to a currency 

exchange centre. When they confirmed 

that the bills were indeed real, the 

emirate. The fraudster was arrested 

and his printer, money in foreign 

currencies, real and counterfeit, and 

briefcases full of black papers of 

dollars and euros designed to dupe 

the victims were recovered from his 

apartment.

In another similar crime in Dubai, a male 

expat gave $7,500 (Dhs27,549) to an 

African fraudster who entered the country 

as a businessman. The latter convinced 

the expat that he had a box containing 

$42 million (Dhs154 mn) painted in black 

that needed to be mixed with real dollars. 

The expat soon discovered that he was 

was scammed. 

Upon receiving his complaint, Dubai 

Police arrested the suspect in another 

emirate. From the suspect’s apartment, 

the police seized bundles of dollar bills 

and euros, and the machines used in the 

fraud. The accused was put through the 

legal procedure.

AN ELABORATE PLOT
In a third crime in Dubai, an Asian man 

had a rush for easy wealth. He wanted 

to double his money by exchanging 

Dhs272,500 with “black dollars”, without 

realising that he would be a victim of a 

gang composed of five fraudsters. This 

gang ambushed him and stole his money 

victims to give 

him $10,000 

(Dhs36,732) 

in return for 

half a million 

euros. However, 

after receiving 

the money, 

the suspect 

disappeared and 

didn’t answer his 

mobile phone. 

Brigadier Al 

Rumaithi said that 

“within 24 hours 

of receiving the 

report from the 

two victims, the 

police were able 

to track down 

the suspect in an 

apartment in an 

adjacent emirate”. 

The arrest was 

coordinated with 

the concerned 

authorities in that 
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FRAUD

forcibly. The Asian man informed Dubai 

Police, who arrested the suspects and put 

them on trial.

The victim explained that a friend told 

him about money doubling. The victim 

put together a large sum of dirhams and 

went with his friend to Al Baraha area in 

Dubai. The friend left the car to fetch one 

of the suspects. About 15 minutes later, the 

suspect arrived and asked the Asian man 

to show him the dirhams. After checking 

the dirhams, the suspect told the victim 

that the amount of money that he had 

brought, which was Dhs272,500, wasn’t 

equal to the amount to be converted in 

dollars ($150,000).

The victim then called his friend, who 

asked him to drive to another parking lot 

in Al Baraha. There, the victim again met 

with the same suspect, who made a phone 

call. And then five 

minutes later, the 

second suspect 

arrived with a 

briefcase and asked 

the victim to hand 

over the bag full of 

dirhams. The victim 

refused and there 

was an altercation. 

In the meantime, 

two people dressed 

in traditional Arab 

garb appeared 

and opened the 

door of the victim’s 

car. One of them, 

claiming to be a 

police officer, asked 

the two suspects 

to get out of the 

car and ride in the 

so-called police 

car. One of the fake 

cops, searched the 

victim’s car, found 

SA’AD MOHAMMED ABU ZAID
Legal researcher 

Communicating 
with a perpetrator 

who claims to be able to 
double money can expose 
the person to becoming 
an accomplice, 
accused of 
participating 
in the crime 
under 
UAE 
law

It’s advisable not to 
respond to e-mails, SMS, 
or WhatsApp messages 

received from the 
perpetrator, and refrain 
from answering the call, 
whether the perpetrator 

calls from inside or 
outside the UAE

the bag of dirhams, and seized it, despite 

the victim’s insistence that the money 

belonged to him. He asked the victim to 

stay put, and the four criminals – obviously 

all acting together – fled with the huge sum 

of money.

As soon as the Asian man’s complaint 

came in, Dubai Police set out in search of 

the criminals and succeeded in arresting all 

the four suspects, along with the friend of 

the victim. They eventually confessed and 

were charged with a number of offences.

STING OPERATION

Speaking of similar fraud crimes that 

took place in Sharjah this year, Major 

Abdullah Al Mallih, Head of the Criminal 

Investigation Department of Sharjah 

Police, said that a person of African origin 

had committed fraud and deception 

against members of the community, 

after offering to double their money, but 

actually stealing their money. 

A security team arrested the suspect 

and an accomplice, who were both 

brought to the police station. The suspect 

confessed to committing fraud by claiming 

to double the money using papers and 

materials kept in the briefcase seized 

during the arrest. Inside it, the police 

found a quantity of paper, covered by 

black carbon material, cut according to the 

sizes of different banknote denominations, 

a bottle containing a liquid material, and 

a paper with foreign text that the suspect 

used in his fraudulent operations.

Similar crimes took place in Ajman 

this year. Major Mohammed bin Yafour 

Al Ghafli, Acting Director of the Criminal 

Investigation Department of Ajman 

Police, said that the police received 

information about two Africans who ran 

a money doubling racket. The security 

team launched a sting operation, posing 

as customers who wanted their money 

doubled. During the transaction, the 

scammers were caught in act, and all their 

scam tools were seized. It was also found 

that they were illegal residents.

LEGAL PENALTY

Legal researcher Sa’ad Mohammed 

Abu Zaid explains that Article 399 of the 

Federal Penal Code of the UAE stipulates, 

“Whoever succeeds in appropriating, for 

him or for others, movable property, a 

deed or a signature thereon, cancellation, 

destruction or amendment thereof 

through deceitful means or use of false 

name or capacity, whenever this leads 

to deceiving the victim and having him 

give away (anything of value), shall be 

sentenced to detention or a fine. Whoever 

disposes of an immovable or movable 

property being aware that it is not his 

property, that he is not entitled to dispose 

of it, or disposes of it knowing that he 

previously disposed of or contracted it, 

whenever such act of disposition causes 

prejudice to others, shall be sentenced 

to the same penalty. Attempt shall be 

sanctioned by detention for a term not 

exceeding two years or a fine not in 

excess of twenty thousand dirhams.”

Abu Zaid added that crimes of fraud 

and deception, such as claiming the ability 

to double money, are punishable by UAE 

law. The offence is termed “attempt” if the 

perpetrator uses fraud to seize the victim’s 

money, but the latter discovers this fraud 

and doesn’t hand over the money.

GENERAL TIPS

Advising community members on protecting themselves against 

fraud, Abu Zaid says, “Communicating with a perpetrator who 

claims to be able to double money can expose the person to becoming 

an accomplice, accused of participating in the crime under UAE law. 

Therefore, it’s advisable not to respond to e-mails, SMS, or WhatsApp 

messages received from the perpetrator, and refrain from answering the 

call, whether the perpetrator calls from inside or outside the UAE.”

“If the perpetrator continues to send e-mails, SMS, or WhatsApp 

messages, or continues to make mobile calls, the person is 

advised to contact the relevant police departments 

such as the Aman service of Abu Dhabi Police, or 

the Al Ameen service of Dubai Police, and other 

police departments, to report this criminal.

“If a person knows that his/her friend, 

neighbour, relative, or colleague is subjected 

to such attempts, he or she must advise him/

her to refrain from communicating with the 

offender and to report the incident to the 

competent authorities,” he added.

Abu Zaid further said, “An old Arab proverb 

says, ‘Greed is not good’. Whoever is greedy 

for quick and easy wealth by doubling his/

her money will surely regret it, because he/she 

will lose the money to the fraudster and will be 

subject to prosecution together with the criminal.” Man claiming to double money into a huge amount arrested in Sharjah

Two scammers caught in the act of making counterfeit money in Ajman
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999 FOCUSES ON THE PROPER CHANNELS THAT EXPATS 

MUST GO THROUGH WHEN APPLYING FOR UAE VISAS TO 

AVOID BEING DUPED BY SCAMMERS

RESIDENCY

BY ABDUL BASIT

DON’T BE 
A TARGET 
OF VISA 

SCAMMERS

We take immense pride and great pleasure in extending
our sincerest congratulations and best wishes to

 His Highness Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

and Their Highnesses Members of the Supreme Council and Rulers of the UAE

and to all the people of the UAE

His Highness Sheikh

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

His Highness Sheikh

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the UAE

On the occasion of the 47th National Day
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T
he UAE government is always on a 

mission to make paperworks simpler, 

more efficient, and more transparent. 

That definitely includes the visa issuance 

system, which makes it surprising that some 

visa-seekers still look up social media of all 

places, bypassing official channels. What is 

not surprising is that such visa-seekers are 

often scammed.  

Government initiatives have made it 

easy to apply for a UAE visit visa or work 

visa and even spouse visa as there are 

numerous options. There are several 

authorised typing centres across the UAE 

from where people can apply for all types 

of visas online. In a bid to make it easier, 

last year, the UAE Ministry of Interior 

launched a new smart services system 

that allows nationals and residents to 

apply for entry permits and residency visas 

in 10 minutes. The new service is called 

‘E-Channels’ which is being handled by 

the General Directorate of Residency and 

Foreigners Affairs. There are also newly 

introduced one-stop Amer centres for all 

visa-related services in Dubai.  

Despite all these official and authorised 

channels, a number of residents and 

travellers are being conned by some 

agencies masquerading as legit online. In 

September 2018, for example, a newlywed 

woman was scammed and issued a fake 

visa. Her husband had applied for the visa 

on Facebook and received a reply from an 

administrator claiming to be a government 

official. They paid Dhs4,000 for the visa. 

Brigadier Mohammed Rashid bin Saree 

Al Muhairi, Deputy Director of Criminal 

Investigation Department of Dubai Police, 

said that an Arab man complained to 

the police that he was defrauded of 

Dhs4,000. He said the man wanted to 

bring his wife to the UAE when he came 

across an advertisement for residence 

visa posted on Facebook and responded 

to it. When he contacted the page admin, 

he received a call from a man who posed 

as a government official. “The call was 

from a landline and he agreed to pay 

Dhs7,000 for the visa and sent his wife’s 

documents to the page admin, and also 

wired Dhs4,000 as the first installment to a 

man in Fujairah,” Al Muhairi said.

The victim said that the suspect sent 

him a copy of a visa, which later turned 

out to be fake. He came to know about 

the fraud only after his wife was prevented 

from travelling to the country, as the visa 

was forged. 

CID, along with the relevant authorities 

in Fujairah, raided the suspect’s 

apartment, where he was nabbed. He led 

the police to the other suspect, whose 

role in the fraud was to communicate 

with the victims. Dubai Police recovered 

Dhs40,000 that the suspects made 

through their illegal rackets.

Meanwhile, Col Omar Mohammad bin 

Hammad, Deputy Director of the Anti-

Economic Crime Department at Dubai 

Police, said that they had received five 

complaints from other victims before they 

arrested the two suspects.

“The main 

suspect was an 

Arab man who 

used to work in 

the UAE. He used 

special software to 

call his victims, and 

the number that 

showed up on their 

mobile phones was 

a landline number 

of a government 

institution. When 

the victims 

call back, they would be directed to 

the answering machine of the actual 

government institution. This ploy led 

victims to believe that the service was 

genuine,” said Col bin Hammad. 

All UAE visas are now e-visa and there 

are official government websites where 

anyone can check easily if the visa is fake 

or genuine, but people don’t bother. Most 

of the cases of fake visas, reported in 

the UAE, are related to social media, and 

scams through Facebook is at the top. 

SOCIAL MEDIA NOT RELIABLE 
Brigadier Al Muhairi said, “People 

should go to official channels or 

authorised visa and tourist companies to 

get UAE visas. Social media pages run by 

unknown people cannot be trusted. They 

are scammers waiting to con people and 

get their money.” 

Earlier this year, Dubai Police also 

arrested another creator of a fake 

Facebook page that duped people into 

buying bogus work visas by claiming to be 

an official government authority.

Brigadier Salem Al Rumaithi, director 

of the General Department of Criminal 

Investigation at Dubai Police, said that 

they were alerted about a fake Facebook 

page that was linked with the General 

Directorate of Residency and Foreigners 

Affairs in Dubai. The suspect posed as an 

officer and offered his services to issue 

residency visas and other PRO jobs.

“The Arab suspect told Internet users 

that he was an officer and can help 

them with searching for jobs and getting 

residence visas. He put official pictures 

on the page with the latest news to 

con people that it was an official page,” 

said Brigadier Al Rumaithi. Dubai Police 

located the suspect and arrested him 

after they contacted him for service and 

caught him red-handed. “He worked as a 

public relations officer in a company and 

he confessed that he created this page 

to bring in customers. We closed down 

the page and referred him to the public 

prosecution to complete the investigation.” 

Col Saeed Al Hajri, Director of the 

Cybercrime Department of Dubai Police, said 

that the suspect was offering people a two-

year residence visa in the UAE for Dhs20,000 

or a three-year residence visa for Dhs30,000. 

“People shouldn’t send important documents 

Last year, the UAE 
Ministry of Interior 

launched a new smart 
services system that 
allows nationals and 
residents to apply for 

entry permits and 
residency visas in 10 

minutes

Social media pages 
run by unknown 

people cannot be trusted. 
They are scammers 
waiting to con 
people and 
get their 
money

BRIGADIER MOHAMMED 
RASHID BIN SAREE AL MUHAIRI

Deputy Director of Criminal Investigation 
Department of Dubai Police

People shouldn’t 
send important 

documents like copies 
of their passports, birth 
certificates 
and college 
degrees to 
unknown 
people

COLONEL SAEED AL HAJRI
Director of the Cybercrime Department

of Dubai Police

like copies of their passports, birth certificates 

and college degrees to unknown people,” 

warned Col Al Hajri.

1. If the salary and perks look 

unbelievably high, don’t go 

for it, or verify before doing 

anything. 

2. A simple Google search would 

give you details about the 

institution. Don’t simply act 

as per the details given in the 

appointment letter.

3. It’s illegal for the firms in the 

UAE to ask job aspirants 

to pay for visa or any other 

processing fee.

4. Alert the authorities if you find 

the letters are fake.

999 TIPS TO 
IDENTIFY FAKE 
APPOINTMENT 
LETTERS

RESIDENCY

JOB SCAMS, TOO
The social media scam is not limited to visas. In September 2018, there were Dubai 

job ads on social media for a mall, airport, and hotels. Unfortunately, all these job ads 

turned out to be fake. Many job-seekers from overseas had replied to the job posts 

and were told to communicate directly via WhatsApp or Facebook Messenger. 

A job-seeker who was almost duped by the fake recruiters in Dubai has warned 

other job-hunters to be wary of unverified employment ads on Facebook. In 

the offer letter that the job-seeker received, he was supposed to start work as 

an accountant at a mall in Dubai on September 24, except that the offer letter 

and visa application sent to him turned out to be fake. “I saw the job posting on 

Facebook and contacted the published WhatsApp number. He told me to send my 

resume and other documents. After two days, he sent me the offer letter to sign 

and to send back via courier,” the job applicant told a local newspaper in the UAE.

The documents were, however, returned to the sender. It was then that the 

recruiter told the candidate to urgently send Dhs205 to a bank account. Sensing 

that something was amiss, the candidate asked his neighbour, who is currently 

working in Dubai, to help.

The Facebook page created in July also offered jobs in Citymax Hotel Bur Dubai and 

Dubai Airports. There were no other verifiable contact details provided on the page.

Aly Shariff, chief operating officer of Citymax Hotels, cautioned job-seekers as well. 

“Citymax is in no way associated with such fraudulent posts on Facebook. We are firmly 

committed to fair and transparent recruitment and follow stringent HR compliance 

standards and policies. Any recruitment is routed only through Citymax’s and Landmark 

Group’s official corporate channels and through authorised external agencies,” Shariff said.

In another job scam, a group of fraudsters sent fake appointment letters to 

job aspirants overseas, offering them huge sums as salary and perks. To add 

authenticity to their letters, the fraudsters created a fake website in the name of 

“Thumbay Hospital” and mirrored the original website into their URL. 

The letters targeted healthcare professionals overseas. According to Col Al Hajri, the 

authorities had received complaints from companies. “The scamsters are cheating job-

seekers, as they ask them to pay money as processing fees to convince them that their 

job offer is serious. They send out designed job offer letters, asking the candidates to pay, 

taking advantage of social media and websites to get potential victims,” he said. 
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The UAE Government issues more than 

100 different kinds of visas. What do you 

plan to do in Dubai? How long do you want 

to stay? What is your nationality? These are 

some questions you need to answer to find 

out the kind of visa you need. 

The procedure is not complicated or 

time-consuming. The authorities have 

made the visa process as quick and as 

easy as possible. To start with, you don’t 

need a visa before you arrive if you 

belong to one of the GCC nations, or 

have one of the following nationalities: 

Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brunei, 

Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Cyprus, 

Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, 

1. HOTELS AND TOURIST 
COMPANIES CAN APPLY, on 
your behalf, for:

30-day Tourist Visa, which can 
be extended to 40 days

14-day Service Visa, or

30-day Visit Visa, which can be 
extended for another 30 days

2. AIRLINES AND AIRLINES 
HANDLERS CAN APPLY on 
behalf of their crew members 
for a 96-hour Transit Visa

3. OTHER UAE ORGANISATIONS 
MAY APPLY ONLY FOR VISIT, 
or Service Visas

4. INDIVIDUALS (RELATIVES OR 
FRIENDS) already resident in 
the UAE may also, subject to 
guidelines, apply on your behalf 
for a Visit Visa.

5. COMING TO THE UAE AS 
AN EMPLOYEE is completely 
different. In this case, your 
employer is your sponsor and 
must apply for your visa.

RESIDENCY

Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hong 

Kong, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, 

Japan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, 

Luxembourg, Malaysia, Malta, Monaco, 

Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, 

Poland, Portugal, Romania, San Marino, 

Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, South 

Korea, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, The 

Vatican, United Kingdom and the United 

States of America.

If you don’t belong to one of the listed 

countries or from a GCC nation, you will 

need a valid visa applied for by a sponsor 

prior to your arrival in the UAE. 

VISA TIPS

SPONSORS
COULD BE:

REQUIREMENTS FOR A
WORK VISA APPLICATION:

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED FOR A VISA 
COULD INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:

1. Passport must be valid for at least 6 months when applying 
for an Entry Permit.

2. Recent colour photographs (not Polaroid photographs) 

3. If you’re already in the UAE, you need to leave the country 
before you can get a new entry permit.

1. Passport copies

2. Copy of confirmed flight booking

3. Bank approval letter

4. Passport-sized colour photographs

5. Visa fee

6. Visa application form, duly filled

We take immense pride and great pleasure in extending
our sincerest congratulations and best wishes to

 His Highness Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

and Their Highnesses Members of the Supreme Council and Rulers of the UAE

and to all the people of the UAE

On the occasion of the 47th National Day

His Highness Sheikh

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai
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Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the UAE
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persists and irons out all obstacles to 

achieve that goal. With every single beat 

of the heart, hope renews itself and gets 

born again. 

It’s the dream that keeps us alive; a 

vivid picture that gives us new vigour 

and assures us that we are still on the 

right track. It’s like moonlight that 

shatters the darkness of night; a dawn 

that ushers the warm sun into an 

otherwise bleak existence; the delightful 

twittering of birds starting a new day that 

is full of new possibilities. 

H
ope is a word that 

accompanies us all the 

time. It’s the light when it’s 

too dark, and the soft 

feeling when hearts tend to stiffen. It 

comes from the eyes of our loved ones 

like a rainbow of wishes, like air and 

water without which we can’t live. It’s 

destiny’s promise to man, which we can 

share with each other. At every juncture 

of despair, the soft breeze of hope would 

blow to give new life to the human soul. 

It’s a sense of optimism and a promise 

where feelings mix between prayer and 

anticipation; a cosmic phenomenon that 

started with the human existence as a 

precondition for a healthy, long-term 

connection between the creature and the 

Creator, the ultimate artificer and its 

creation. It’s the threshold of success, and 

even when a goal seems too far ahead, it 

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

HOPE IS THE DREAM 
THAT KEEPS US ALIVE

Dr Samar Al-Shamsi is an internationally respected artist who is 
renowned for her commissioned portraits of high-profile individuals, including 

the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, UAE President His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, US President Barack Obama, and others.

At every juncture of despair, the soft breeze of hope 
would blow to give new life to the human soul

It’s a flag 
under which 
all dreamers 
rally to fight the 
adversities of life

It’s a life with even, unhindered roads; a 

flag under which all dreamers rally to fight 

the adversities of life with unwavering will 

and persistence, instilling positive spirit 

that challenges the obstacles of life. It’s 

the ultimate traveller between the heart 

and the mind, with the messages of 

peace and assurance. 

It’s the other world for patience and 

faith; it is what feeds the soul of the 

poor and the miserable, the promise for 

those who are torn between their 

means and their needs; the beacon for 

lovers and dreamers; the vision of new 

generations who aspire for a place 

under the sun. It’s the treasure hidden 

in the hearts of girls, dreaming of their 

knights in shining armour. 

In a nutshell, it’s the breeze that 

blows life in our souls and lives. Simply, 

it’s hope.

COLUMN
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TRAVEL

UAE PASSPORT RANKS 
NO. 3 GLOBALLY
THE UAE PASSPORT GETS A ‘VISA-FREE’ SCORE OF 163. 
THIS MAKES IT 3RD IN THE LIST OF THE GLOBAL PASSPORT 
POWER RANK BY PASSPORT INDEX

No. 4 in October 2018 to 
No. 3 in November 2018 

113 countries visa-free
50 countries with visa on arrival

UAE passport 
climbs up

A UAE passport 
holder can enter

PASSPORT POWER LIST
(NUMBERS IN BRACKETS INDICATE THE VFS 
OR VISA-FREE SCORE)

Source: www.passportindex.org 

No. 1 (165) No. 2 (164) No. 3 (163)
Singapore Denmark Belgium

Germany Sweden Austria

Finland Japan

Luxembourg Greece

France Portugal

Italy Switzerland

Netherlands United Kingdom

Spain Ireland

Norway Canada

South Korea UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

United States of America

CRIME MYSTERIESCRIME MYSTERIES

THERE'S
A  BOMB! 

BY DIPALI GUHA

HOAX MESSAGES ABOUT EXPLOSIVES ARE AMONGST THE 

MOST TASTELESS WAYS TO TROUBLE A LARGE GROUP OF 

PEOPLE. AND THEY’RE ALL TOO COMMON NOWADAYS

DECEMBER 201868 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL

Security And Safety For AllSecurity And Safety For All



CRIME MYSTERIES

WHAT: VICTORIA LINE BOMB HOAX
WHERE: LONDON, UK
WHEN: OCTOBER 2017

Two girls, both aged 14, started a fake bomb threat – one 

of them reportedly shouted, “She’s got a bomb!” more than 

once – on a packed train running between Green Park and 

Victoria stations. Since it wasn’t clear who this “she” was, 

the panicky passengers thought the bomb could be 

anywhere. This caused chaos inside the compartment, with 

people trying to get away from the bomb without knowing 

where it might be. With the train approaching Victoria 

station, some passengers pulled the emergency cord. It 

took a while before anyone could figure out that the threat 

was a hoax. The girls were still around, and the angry 

passengers confronted them. One woman pulled the sleeve 

of one of the troublemakers to prevent her from leaving; at 

this, the teenager spat at the woman. Both the girls were 

arrested and produced in court, where they were found 

guilty of communicating false information, assault, and 

criminal damage. They were handed Youth Rehabilitation 

Orders of different durations. 

WHAT: BOMB THREAT AT GATWICK
WHERE: WEST SUSSEX, UK
WHEN: MAY 2018

WHAT: KEMPEGOWDA AIRPORT BOMB HOAX
WHERE: BANGALORE, INDIA
WHEN: AUGUST 2018

WHAT: THE PLANE BOMB HOAX
WHERE: SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA
WHEN: MAY 1971

As extortion rackets go, this one was quite rewarding. 

Around noon on May 26, Sydney Police got a call from one 

“Mr Brown”, who told them that there was a bomb on Qantas 

flight 755 to Hong Kong. Not only that, he said that he knew 

where this bomb was hidden and that he could reveal the 

location for half a million dollars. The police were told that the 

bomb was rigged to explode once the aircraft descended 

below a certain altitude. Mr Brown made it look very real – he 

directed the police to another bomb, stowed in a locker at the 

airport’s international terminal. This led to immediate panic. 

Siwan Hayward, Transport for London’s (TfL) director of 

compliance, said, “Everyone has the right to travel without 

fear or intimidation. The actions of these girls created 

widespread fear amongst passengers. I hope this conviction 

makes anyone think twice about their behaviour.”

CRIME MYSTERIES

George Duke Cohan - National Crime Agency

A 19-year-old from Watford, England, made bomb 

threats twice in the same year, sending panic rushing 

through schools in the United Kingdom and United 

States. George Duke-Cohan first targeted thousands of 

schools in the UK, sending them an e-mail, about a 

bomb on their premises. This led to emergency 

evacuation in at least 400 schools. The source of the 

e-mail was traced soon, and Duke-Cohan was facing 

the police just a few days later. But even as this 

investigation was going on, the teenager sent another 

bunch of e-mails to schools, this time in the US as well 

as in the UK, claiming that pipe bombs had been 

planted on the school premises. He was arrested 

again, released on pre-charge bail and barred from 

using electronic devices. 

However, soon afterwards, he was involved in a third 

hoax, this time creating a scare at the San Francisco 

Airport, US over a fake aircraft hijack. On this third 

occasion, the teenager called the airport, posing as a 

worried father, claiming that his daughter had contacted him 

from the aircraft to say that her plane was hijacked by 

gunmen. Law enforcement found that Duke-Cohan had 

made this call while he was out on bail. He was arrested for 

the third time, in August, from his house, where the police 

found a lot of electronic devices, which he was legally 

barred from using.

In September 2018, he was produced in court and 

pleaded guilty to three counts of making hoax bomb 

threats. The hearings continue.

For illustration purposes only

He was on his way to London 

Gatwick airport, but got very late 

and thought he’d delay the 

long-haul flight to Los Angeles, 

US, so that he wouldn’t miss it. 

French librarian Jacob Abdellak 

called the police anonymously at 

5:46am – just eight minutes 

before departure – to say that 

there was a bomb on the plane, 

forcing them to stop the take-off and carry out a security 

check that took an hour and a half. This gave Abdellak 

enough time to arrive before take-off, but he was still 

barred from boarding; he was asked to rearrange his trip, 

because he had reached the airport too late. 

He came back three weeks later to catch another 

flight to the US – by this time, the police were waiting 

for him. With their investigations, the police had traced 

the number from where the bomb hoax call came, and 

this matched the number used for making the flight 

booking in the name of Jacob Abdellak. When 

interrogated, Abdellak claimed that he had lost his 

mobile phone SIM, so the number could have been 

misused. He kept denying that he made the call, until 

he appeared for trial, when he pleaded guilty. The 

convict was given a 10-month jail sentence.

In a bizarre case, an engineer with an additional 

Master’s degree in business administration felt 

aggrieved because he hadn’t been hired as a 

security guard at the Kempegowda international 

airport – the kind of “easy job” he wanted, rather 

than do what he was qualified for. He had quit 

several well-paying jobs before this. To take 

revenge for the airport authorities’ rejection, Aditya 

Rao, 35, called the airport three times in one 

morning, claiming that there was a bomb on the 

airport premises. The threats caused some serious 

flight delays. He was arrested within a few days 

from an area of Bangalore city. During interrogation, 

Rao told the 

police that 

he wanted 

to make the 

airport 

authorities 

“pay for it”, 

meaning for 

not giving 

him the 

security 

guard’s job. 

WHAT: BOMB HOAX IN SCHOOLS
WHERE: THE UK AND THE US
WHEN: MARCH-APRIL 2018

Flight 755 was ordered to get back to Sydney, but it wasn’t 

clear how the plane could land, if the bomb was rigged to 

explode at a low altitude. So, the aircraft kept circling 

overhead and was in danger of running out of fuel.

Meanwhile, Mr Brown called Sydney airport, and told 

them where to deliver the cash. Qantas agreed – half a 

million was nothing compared to losing an aircraft and all its 

passengers. The money was delivered into a van in front of 

Qantas House. Mr Brown then called Sydney airport at 

6:20pm, and said, “You can relax. There is no bomb aboard 

the plane. You can land her safely.”

Investigators analysed the caller’s voice and deduced that 

he might be of English origin. They were able to put together 

some sort of a description of the suspect. But there was little 

progress until Peter “Mr Brown” Macari and his accomplice 

Raymond Poynting started spending their ill-gotten wealth. 

The splurging spree soon after the hoax caught the attention 

of the police. Poynting was arrested first, and he led the 

detectives to Macari. About half the money was recovered. 

The mastermind was sentenced to jail for 15 years, and his 

accomplice got a term of seven years.
Qantas Extortion Case

Sky News

Deccan Herald
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ABUSED, ASSAULTED AND ABANDONED, A 
WOMAN HATCHES A PLOT TO PUNISH HER 

HUSBAND, BUT IT BACKFIRES

BY WAGIH HASSAN

THE
FAMILY

ON TRIAL

Things got so bad 
that the neighbours 
began to avoid their 
entire family, even 
though the women 

weren’t at fault

him to the police station. He denied the 

accusations, saying, “Sir, I haven’t done 

it. Would any father in his right mind rape 

his own daughter?” However, he had no 

evidence to prove that the accusations 

weren’t true. To assess Fouad’s nature, 

the police spoke to the neighbours, 

who all stated that he was a man of very 

bad character, and a drug addict. The 

neighbours also said that they frequently 

heard him abusing and throwing vulgar 

insults at his wife and daughters.

Given these facts, the detective decided 

to bring Fouad to trial, especially as 

he couldn’t prove that the attempted 

rape charge was a lie. He denied the 

attempted rape charge and admitted to 

the consumption drugs.

While the trial process was on, and 

Fouad was in police custody, his younger 

daughter, Radia, went to the police 

station. She visited secretly, without the 

knowledge of her mother and sister.

There, before the detectives, Radia stated, 

“The crimes attributed to my father are 

fabricated, and it’s only a plot made by my 

mother, with my elder sister Haifa and me, to 

get rid of my father. I knew about their plans, 

but I didn’t dare say anything. But seeing 

my father behind bars made me feel sad for 

him, and I swear he’s innocent of the crime 

(of attempted rape) filed against him.”

After that convincing statement, the 

case file was reopened – the attempted 

rape charge was dropped, and Fouad was 

produced in court only for drug abuse.

Delilah and Haifa were arrested for 

making a false accusation. They were 

taken to court and handed an appropriate 

penalty. Radia was let off because she had 

retracted her false accusation against her 

father and revealed the truth. 

T
here’s a saying: “If you try to walk 

on mud, your clothes must get 

soiled. Mud can get to your body, 

or you can drown in it motionless!” 

Based on the reports, Fouad, a father of 

two daughters, fell into mud. He was in the 

mud of sin, seeking to satisfy his desires 

in nightclubs, squandering away his time 

and money. 

As Fouad’s pile of vices grew, his wife 

Delilah tried to pull him away from his 

unbecoming ways. She tried everything to 

bring him back to sobriety, but her reward 

every time was nothing but violent assault by 

her husband. He called his daughters Haifa 

and Radia insulting names that no reasonable 

person could dream of uttering about any 

woman, least of all his own daughters.

The three women – mother and 

daughters – were completely dragged 

down in their neighbourhood because of 

the actions of Fouad. None amongst their 

neighbours or relatives came forward with 

marriage proposals for Haifa and Radia. 

The seeds of malice and hatred started 

to grow in the heart of the mother and the 

elder daughter. Delilah herself began to 

urge her elder daughter Haifa to look for a 

way out of what they were going through. 

They were repeatedly humiliated in front 

of neighbours and passersby. Things got 

so bad that the neighbours began to avoid 

their entire family, even though the women 

weren’t at fault. There was no conversation, 

no community relationship, no hand of 

friendship or help for the women, only 

because of the despicable attitude of Fouad.

One night, when Fouad was out, Delilah 

called her daughters for an emergency 

family meeting. She revealed a plan 

to punish her husband; he had just 

threatened to walk out on his family and 

There, she lodged a complaint claiming 

that her father had attempted to sexually 

assault her. She alleged that he had done 

this repeatedly, trying many times to 

seduce her, but that she kept this a secret, 

fearing for her family’s reputation. She 

told the police that she was protecting the 

family from gossip, because the women 

didn’t need any more fuel for trouble in 

their already painful life.

Speaking to the Criminal Investigation 

Department at that police station, Delilah 

confirmed what Haifa said. The mother 

told the officers, “I’ve saved my daughter 

Haifa, sir, from the hands of my husband.”

Calling for the testimony of the younger 

daughter, Radia, the investigating officer 

asked, “What do you have to say about 

your father’s behaviour?” She corroborated 

what her mother and elder sister had said – 

and this clinched the case.

Immediately, a police patrol tracked 

down Fouad, arrested him, and brought 

marry someone else. This was too much, 

more than Delilah could tolerate. 

The elder daughter, Haifa, was keen to 

take revenge for her father’s behaviour 

towards them. She went with Delilah to the 

local police station.
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BY DR FALIH HANDHAL

Enchanting
Desert 

HISTORYHISTORY

THE GERMAN-BORN EXPLORER COUNTESS MALMIGNATI 
TRAVERSED ALMOST A THOUSAND MILES ACROSS 

ARAB LANDS, ATTRACTING SOME HOSTILITY BUT ALSO 
RECEIVING GREAT RESPECT AND PROTECTION

T
he Arabian adventures of Countess 

Malmignati, born Dorothea Ulla von 

Lincke around 1883, continued with 

her visit to Damascus, Adra, and Palmyra, 

where she met the local rulers and residents. 

As we said before in this column, Dorothea 

married an Italian officer named Count 

Malmignati (her second husband), with 

whom she went to Damascus in 1926 when 

he took up a diplomatic position in that city. 

It was there that she decided to undertake 

her voyage to Medina via the Empty Quarter. 

She had set out for Damascus once earlier, 

before World War I in 1914. But then, the war 

interrupted her travels.

Dorothea’s various adventures in Africa 

and the Middle East took place in the first, 

second, and third decades of the 20th 

century. Some of these experiences are 

described in a book titled Through Inner 

Deserts to Medina. The Abu Dhabi Authority 

for Culture & Heritage published it, and it 

was translated by Mohammad Said Mizher, 

revised and edited by Dr Ahmad Ibish. We 

have quoted excerpts here.

LIVING AS A GUEST OF

SHEIKH SULTAN AND HIS TRIBE

The countess mentioned meeting Sheikh 

Sultan Al-Tayyar. It’s not clear from historical 

facts if he was the leader of the Al-Ruwalla 

tribe, but according to her narrative, he was. 

She was accompanied by an old Arab sheikh 

named Mahmoud Al-Bassam, and a person 

named Dr Khalil, whom she described as “a 

Syrian who received his education at one of 

the American universities and who offered to 

accompany me on the voyage as a translator. 

Given that he is an educated person and 

lived with the Bedouins, I agreed.”

The countess wrote: “After a few days 

of my banquet, Sheikh Sultan decided that 

the tribe should move towards Hammad 

desert and invited me to accompany them 

to the Rub’ Al Khali desert. The next day, 

they started to bring down the tents – there 

were more than 4,000 tents, and the women 

brought them down and folded them, and the 

men carried them and put them on camels. It 

was a glamorous scene that amazed my heart 

and captivated me. Then the convoy went 

and we followed it. Whenever we stopped, 

the luggage would be unloaded and the tents 

would be rebuilt, and after a one-day break 

we continued our journey.

In the end, 
everything in life 
is trivial; we all 
are going to die 
as we’re destined. 

But we know 
that Almighty 
Allah doesn’t 
leave his good 

worshippers

“Like this, we moved to the south and 

arrived at a desert where there were huge 

rocks, as if they were volcanic rocks. Then 

we passed two small valleys, and there 

we found a thin patch of grass and some 

tamarisk trees and thorns. After we crossed 

long miles, we arrived at Mobhera wells 

and installed our tents close to the wells, 

which had red water that tasted and smelled 

like sulfur. In the afternoon, I walked with 

Dr Khalil and Sheikh Sultan for miles in the 

desert and saw wild flowers for the first time 

and a herd of wild gazelles passed by us. 

INVASION AND BATTLE 

“Two days after leaving the camp to 

pursue our journey, we passed through 

uninhabited deserts one after the other, only 

listening to silence. We tried to detect any 

sign of life, but could only find vast endless 

deserts. We passed 60 miles a day and we 

passed wavy dunes of sand, some of which 

had a height of 500 feet, to get back to a 

rocky desert that suddenly changed to soft 

red sand,” wrote the countess.

“One day, turbulence arose in the camp. 

News had arrived that the Shammar tribe 

was camping near us and, most likely, was 

planning to attack us. Then, after a short 

period, we saw a cloud of sands flying 

in the horizon. I think that Sheikh Sultan 

decided to attack them rather than wait for 

them to attack us. Orders were given, and 

men mounted their horses and took their 

swords. Sheikh Sultan was in the front of 

the group, waving his sword in the air, while 

the grounds shook with cries of war. As 

for those who didn’t have horses, they ran 

behind their fellows. I begged Mahmoud 

Al-Bassam to take me to the place closest 

to the battlefield. He initially objected but 

eventually agreed. 

“Riding my horse, I heard aggressive shots 

fired from afar and we could distinguish the 

warriors’ lines. The battle went on for about 

two hours till after dusk. Our tribe won and 

came back with wins of horses and camels. 

Then I went to the battlefield and found 

fifteen dead bodies lying there.

“That evening, a big banquet was held 

for the whole camp, torches were lit and 

drums were played. After food, one of the 

slaves brought a bottle of rose water and the 

sheikh poured it on my clothes until I was 

soaked, and then he lit incense in a censer 

and asked me to kneel in front of it, which 

made the fragrant smell penetrate my dress 

until it evaporated through my sleeves, my 

neck and all over my body, so that I smelled 

like a bottle of perfume.” 

THE JOURNEY TO MEDINA

From the author’s description of her 

journey and also from the map attached to 

her book, it seems that the convoy, after 

leaving Syrian territory, was moving alongside 

the Iraqi borders to the south, and when they 

arrived in Al-Ahsa region, they turned right 

and entered Dahnaa desert and not the Rub’ 

“In the evening, we discussed Europe 

and European traditions, and I was talking to 

Sheikh Sultan with the help of an interpreter. 

Sheikh Sultan admitted that European 

cities might be bigger and prettier than 

the Arabian Peninsula but, he said, ‘What 

good would all that do us? How can all 

your industries and knowledge help you? 

Would they help you live longer than us? 

Would they give you better health? Prettier 

shapes? Are you more prestigious and better 

believers than us?’ In return, I asked him, 

‘What do you think about our traditions?’ He 

said, ‘For morals, you Europeans are way 

ahead of us in crimes; and for honesty, why 

do Europeans try to fool us every time? For 

morality, it is true that we get married several 

times, but they all are family; you get married 

only once, but you also sleep with someone 

else’s wife or any woman out of wedlock, 

which is very bad. In the end, everything in 

life is trivial; we all are going to die as we’re 

destined. But we know that Almighty Allah 

doesn’t leave his good worshippers.’” 

Security And Safety For All

74 75999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALLDECEMBER 2018 DECEMBER 2018

Security And Safety For AllSecurity And Safety For All



Al Khali desert, as the author thought. 

Dahnaa now is within the Kingdom of 

Saudi Arabia, with cities such as Riyadh, 

Hael, Zulfa, and Bouraidah, all of which are 

in Saudi Arabia. It seems that the countess 

passed by them all and she mistakenly 

thought she was in the Rub’ Al Khali desert 

because the road that she took is the road 

that Arabs from Gulf countries take to arrive 

at Mecca and Medina. 

The countess wrote: “Again, we brought 

down our tents and loaded our belongings. 

Then we walked to the depths of the desert. 

Five days passed, as we continued our walk 

through the sands without finding any water. 

Gradually, we left the lands of peace behind. 

We started to see a few vibrant violet and 

yellow flowers, and finally, we found a well of 

water. In the evening, we passed by a small 

camp of the Shararat tribe, who told us that 

there was big turbulence in Hael town and the 

fights were everywhere. Therefore, Sheikh 

Sultan decided to go to Zulfa town; he wanted 

to replace some of the camels with horses.”

Here, the explorer spoke of what it felt 

like to be a foreign woman travelling with so 

many men. She wrote: “What I wanted to say 

is that being amongst my tribal friends made 

me feel safe. They were really honourable 

people. Their high morality is what made me, 

as a single woman, live amongst men for all 

that long period. I lived with them for more 

than two months and found incomparable 

respect from them.”

Talking again about her adventure, she 

wrote: “We had arrived midway and what we 

had passed was around 900 miles. I realised 

that Sheikh Sultan was willing to do the 

adventure with me.

“Oh, Rub’ Al Khali desert, how much you 

fascinate me, how much you called to me. I 

would have made you my kingdom if I could. 

I felt that I would never be able to return to 

Europe and its lifestyle. I was enchanted by 

the pure air and the vast unlimited space but 

the naked desert. I would never be able to 

forget the lights of hundreds of torches with 

dark shadows dancing around it. The soulful 

songs, echoing through silence. The magic of 

the desert and its ambiguity ran through my 

veins’ blood and felt that it seized me forever.”

The countess went on with her poetic 

description, until she said: “The convoy 

arrived in Zulfa, and there the Qaim maqam 

of the city came to visit the sheikh. It is a 

Turkish word that means a Colonel in the 

army or the mayor of a town.” This means 

that the Arabian Peninsula was still in the 

hands of the Ottoman Empire and that King 

Abdul-Aziz was yet to seize this region. 

Aerial view of Rub’ Al Khali desert

Oh, Rub’ Al 
Khali desert, 

how much you 
fascinate me, 

how much you 
called to me. I 

would have made 
you my kingdom 

if I could

HISTORYHISTORY

Let’s continue with what the author wrote. 

She stated: “On the third of September, we 

arrived in Zulfa. It had many brick houses 

and, in the middle, there is the city mosque. 

In the afternoon of that day, the mayor and 

the nobility of the city came to see Sheikh 

Sultan and hundreds of villagers kept 

staring at me. The Sheikh and the mayor 

entered in sharp discussions and I heard 

a few words like ‘Greek’, ‘foreigner’ and 

‘infidel’. Sheikh Sultan was very angry and 

I soon learned that they wouldn’t allow me 

to go on one step further. Which caused 

a lot of turmoil in the mind of the Sheikh, 

and he was getting ready for fight, but the 

elders didn’t look at the matter from the 

same perspective. Therefore, we decided 

for me to escape with a small [group] until 

I reached Safat, and then I would meet 

Sheikh Sultan there seven days later. 

“I left the camp with Mahmoud Al-Bassam, 

Dr Khalil and two boys, and we went on 

our journey in silence until we arrived 

in Bouraidah town. A group of people 

gathered around us, one of whom said, ‘You 

are a foreigner.’ Then they took me to the 

mayor and he was a short man wearing a 

European outfit. He looked at me with doubt 

and suspicion through his big glasses and 

asked me about the men accompanying 

me. I answered, ‘These are my guide, my 

interpreter, and my servants, and they will 

return to Damascus.’ He answered that 

orders were that I should be imprisoned, but 

‘you would stay the night here’.

“In the morning, I met Khalil, Mahmoud and 

the boys, and they had spent the night in the 

house of a friend of theirs. We continued the 

journey and finally we arrived at Russ town 

and pitched our tent. Then, suddenly, two 

armed slaves arrived and said that they were 

ordered by the mayor to open my chest. After 

they opened it and searched everything in it, 

they asked us to pay 20 pounds. At 10pm, the 

mayor came and he was a huge man, rash 

and spoke in anger. I only understood half 

of what he said, but I knew that he wanted 

to punish me for my audacity, the malicious 

foreigners, and the snake women. 

“I knew that I might go to prison and 

I might have to travel in the morning by 

myself, because he ordered Mahmoud and 

Khalil to be sent out. I was alone, and in the 

who was tactful and polite. He offered me 

a clean room to stay in. Then the host’s 

daughter accompanied me to visit the 

Prophet’s Tomb. I was impressed by the 

minarets, the extremely big domes. 

“Inside the mosque, there were huge 

columns surrounding an open yard, whereas 

the floor was tiled with ceramics and 

covered with Eastern carpets, while beautiful 

bronze lanterns were hung in between 

marble columns. At the main entrance, Bab 

Al Salam, the walls were also covered in 

marble decorated with golden inscription. 

“Above the tombs of the Prophet and the 

two Caliphs, Abu Bakr and Omar, there was 

a dome surrounded by decorated bronze 

columns in an amazing way that called 

for admiration, contemplation. And it was 

difficult to see what was behind them. I 

couldn’t see what was between the wall and 

the tombs, where all the precious antiques of 

the mosque were located. 

“Lady Fatimah’s Tomb, next to the 

Prophet’s Tomb, was covered in beautiful 

black drapes, with verses of Quran 

embroidered on them. Besides the mosque, 

people looked kind of bourgeoisie from the 

merchant class.  Most of them were shop 

owners and guides working in the service of 

the mosques. 

“In the end, I went to Damascus by train, 

and went to my ancient house, as I kept 

wondering, were these months a reality 

or was I dreaming? Did I fail or was I a 

success? It is undoubted that I paid for my 

experience and I decided to start over after 

the experience I gained. The Rub’ Al Khali 

desert will always remain in my mind for my 

whole life.”

Here ends the words of Countess 

Malmignati. If we get back to what she said 

and the people she met on her journey, that 

was not accurately dated, as she claims 

that it occurred on 1928. This is not true, 

as the incidents occurred when Turks were 

still in the Arabian Peninsula and Hijaz and 

the railway between Medina and Damascus 

was still there. Sharif Hussein bin Ali, 

Governor of Hijaz, declared the revolution 

against the Turks in 1918, and they were 

defeated by King Abdul-Aziz Al Saud in 

1924 which ended the reign of Turks in the 

Arabian Peninsula. 

Above the tombs 
of the Prophet 

and the two 
Caliphs, Abu 

Bakr and Omar, 
there was a dome 

surrounded 
by decorated 

bronze columns 
in an amazing 

way that called 
for admiration, 
contemplation

morning, he ordered eight of his armed men 

to take me to the Jazrawia wells. There, I 

met Mahmoud and Khalil, and we travelled 

together. On the way, we arrived at Hinakya, 

where they took me to the mayor, where the 

questioning ended and he agreed that we 

would travel towards Medina.”

LIFE IN MEDINA 

The countess wrote: “We walked until 

we arrived at green gardens surrounded 

by palm trees, to see then the Holy Medina 

surrounded by mountains on three sides and 

surrounded by a strong wall. Its many blue 

azure minarets were everywhere. 

“We installed our tents outside the walls 

and I had to disrobe my Arabian outfit and 

wear Muslim women’s clothes that hid 

all their features. After that, we entered 

Medina from the Hashemite Gate. When we 

entered the walls, we found a busy life full of 

movement. Every step of the way, we would 

meet pilgrims who came from various parts 

of the world, wearing their best clothes. Also, 

we saw poor beggars and Mullahs. Once 

we found a group of people raising flags of 

various colours and shapes and the drums 

were strongly struck. 

“Then we entered a street of European 

nature and we found buildings that rise 

up to four floors and entered one of these 

European floors. We met an old merchant, 
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FROM THE BEACH TO THE RACE TRACKS TO THE 

CONCERT HALLS, ABU DHABI IS BUZZING WITH 

ACTIVITIES THIS DECEMBER

BY HS PARAMITA

ABU DHABI SPOTLIGHT

FUN
All the

you can have

We take immense pride and great pleasure in extending
our sincerest congratulations and best wishes to

 His Highness Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

and Their Highnesses Members of the Supreme Council and Rulers of the UAE

and to all the people of the UAE

On the occasion of the 47th National Day

His Highness Sheikh

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

His Highness Sheikh

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the UAE
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ABU DHABI SPOTLIGHT

Handy skills
Do you know how archaeologists went about their excavation work at 
Qasr Al Muwaiji? Here’s your chance to unearth history firsthand. Qasr 
Al Muwaiji is presenting a series of cultural programmes designed to 
familiarise participants about Emirati traditions and heritage. Excavation 
is one initiative where you’ll learn from experts. The other important 
skill is making a traditional Emirati bisht. The Royal Bisht programme 
will be conducted by a professional bisht tailor and include a look at a 
collection of bishts owned by the ruling Al Nahyan family.
Where: Al Ain
When: Wednesdays 10am-12 noon for Excavation; December 4, 
4am-6pm, and December 18, 11am-1pm for Royal Bisht
Entry: Free
Contact: 00913 767 4444

Feast for the senses
Here’s another reason to get out and groove to music. The Beach 
Weekends at A’l Bahar event spoils you for choice of entertainment. The 
local band Part Time Sinners will belt out hits from the ’70s and ’80s and 
invite you to sing along. You’d be amazed at the incredible fire-dancing 
artists, acrobats, saxophonists, violinists and mime artists. Food is an 
essential part of the celebrations, and the beach fare includes an array of 
Instagrammable delights that please the taste buds. 

When: A’l Bahar, Abu Dhabi Corniche
When: Until December 29
Entry: Free 
Contact: +971 2 406 8888

Run for your life
Put on your running shoes as the inaugural Abu Dhabi Marathon starts 
on the morning of December 7. You could choose from 2.5km and 5km 
runs to the 10km and full distance marathon. It’s an event that aims to 
bring everybody on the tracks, including those who are on wheelchair or 
pushing a buggy. For added motivation, the race village will be open all 
day and offer variety of entertainment, and activities for children. 

When: Abu Dhabi Corniche; Participants will begin the marathon outside 
the ADNOC headquarters, on Abu Dhabi Corniche
When: December 7; 6am onward
Entry: Free
Contact: www.adnocabudhabimarathon.com

Music to your ear
Xavier De Maistre, the celebrated French harpist, makes his first 
appearance in the UAE, at Manarat Saadiyat on Saadiyat Island and the 
historical Bin Hamoodah Fort, Al Ain. His repertoire for the performances 
is drawn from Spanish classical music and he mixes impressionist and 
modernist accents by focusing on the French composers Debussy and 
Fauré. The first performance is titled Spanish Nights and will comprise 
works from Albéniz, Granados and de Falla. The second show is titled In 
the Heart of the Oasis.

When: Manarat Saadiyat on Saadiyat Island on December 6; Bin 
Hamoodah Fort, Al Ain, on December 7
Tickets: Dhs50-395
Contact: visitabudhabi.ae
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Play with your food
The Hala Bil Weekend series is here to show that you can have fun with 

food. There are cooking classes, interactive food games and quizzes, 

musical cooks and dancing chefs, amongst others, and children can opt 

to have a food item of their choice painted on their faces, dirty their hands 

while colouring and making a collage or picking up a few tips on creating 

a delicious meal at a workshop. Food is also the theme of events such as 

juggling, parades and, of course, tasting courses. The Hala Bil Weekend 

series is a way for entire families to bond over delectables.

Where: Cascade Dining, Yas Island
When: Till December 19 (Fridays and Saturdays); at 2-8pm
Entry: Dhs20 per child or free if Dhs20 is spent at a Cascade Dining 
restaurant
Contact: yas.marina@yasmarina.ae

Sunset Boulevard 
Want a wholesome evening out with your family or friends? 
Or want to unwind after work? Whatever the reason, you’ll be 
in for a treat at the Ripe Market, where the setting sun forms 
the backdrop to a magical world of live music, light show 
and alfresco eating. Craftsmen display their hand-worked 
goods and offer a mean bargain. The sellers are small and 
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and local businesses, which 
guarantee you value for money in an atmosphere buzzing 
with fun and creativity.

When: Umm Al Emarat Park

When: Open until April 27

Entry: Free 

Contact: +971 4 315 7000

End to a great year 
The UAE National Day and the culmination of the ‘Year of 
Zayed’ will be celebrated with poetry, prose, and music, 
hosted by the award-winning Emirati spoken word poet Afra 
Atiq, who’s also the New York University Abu Dhabi Arts 
Centre in-house artist. The event, named Hekayah: The Story, 
is the Arts Centre’s 4th annual multiple-artist celebration of 
heritage. Stalwarts such as Shamma Al Bastaki, Mohamed 
Al Hashimi, Bill Bragin, Zari Jafri, Dorian Paul Rogers, and 
Deborah Lindsay Williams will curate the final line-up of 
performers.

Where: du Forum
When: December 5 at 5 pm
Entry: Free (online reservation is required)
Contact: www.nyuad-artscenter.org w
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TIPS & TRIVIA

YOU’LL BE MAKING RESOLUTIONS, NO DOUBT; AND THEN 

BREAK THEM WITHIN WEEKS. WITH A LITTLE WARM-UP, 

INSTEAD OF THAT SUDDEN PLUNGE, YOU’RE MORE LIKELY TO 

STICK TO THE GOOD INTENTIONS

We make the same mistake every year, don’t we? 

Spend all December bingeing on shopping, partying, 

or eating out. And then, come January, try to be super-

fit and super-savvy with money. Naturally, it doesn’t 

work. Because it’s like taking your willpower from a jelly 

state to a cast-iron state overnight, which makes it a 

daunting task. When the page of the calendar turns from 

BY DIPALI GUHA

December 31 to January 1, you aren’t going to become a 

new person – unless you start right now.

Sticking to resolutions is an exercise of mental strength. 

Like every exercise, it’s most effective when preceded by 

a warm-up. So, let’s pick a few of the major life-changing 

resolutions that people commonly make, and see how we 

can take baby steps towards a better new year.

We take immense pride and great pleasure in extending
our sincerest congratulations and best wishes to

 His Highness Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

and Their Highnesses Members of the Supreme Council and Rulers of the UAE

and to all the people of the UAE

On the occasion of the 47th National Day

His Highness Sheikh

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

His Highness Sheikh

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the UAE
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TIPS & TRIVIA

EATING HEALTHY 
This is absolutely the No. 1 new year resolution for the 

majority of the people worldwide. Eating healthy isn’t a luxury, 

so it’s definitely worth devising a warm-up for it. The first 

thing to do is to re-orient the mind – that can take a while, 

depending on your current lifestyle. If you’re eating too much 

junk at the moment, and if eating out is unavoidable, then 

rather than give up all your favourites in one go, start small. 

In the first week, take a ‘small’ portion of loaded fries 

instead of a ‘medium’ one, get one fizzy drink a day, instead 

of two. In the second week, substitute one junk meal with a 

homemade salad or sandwich, and carry coffee in a flask for 

that energy boost. In the third and fourth weeks, increase the 

gaps between over-salted junk takeaway, and replace that with 

something better, such as idli-sambar or pita-falafel takeaway. 

Also, make fun food at home. Come on, you spend way 

more time scrolling the mobile phone, don’t you? Stick to 

the healthy part of your day, no matter what else you do. Oh, 

and do drink water, at least two litres daily. You’ll enter 2019 

looking all glowing.

SPENDING LESS, SAVING MORE 
Oh yeah, the No. 3 resolution, and perhaps the hardest 

one to stick to. And that, too, in the UAE, where the new year 

means – you got it! – January sales. All the more reason why 

the warm-up for better money management has to start in 

December.

You see how we’ve written this resolution? Spending less. 

Saving more. The first phrase feels like deprivation, like a child 

being denied ice-cream on the beach. The second phrase 

feels like a reward, like giving a gift to oneself. These baby 

steps involve doing something simple: mental accounting. 

Don’t shiver. It’s quite easy. A blog on the finance website 

Investopedia.com defines mental accounting as “the tendency 

people have to separate their money into different accounts, 

based on miscellaneous subjective criteria, including the 

source of the money and the intended use for each account”. 

Used right, mental accounting can help you both save well and 

spend guilt-free.

First, take a look at your bank statement for the past six 

months. Tot up the basic savings and the big – and essential 

– spends, e.g. rent, utilities, loan repayment. Then think for 

a few minutes and consider how much you actually need to 

spend daily on food, commute etc. Multiply that figure by 180 

(that’s 30 days a month, for six months). So, anything other 

than a) savings, b) big spends, and c) daily pocket money is 

your discretionary spending. You need some of that, naturally, 

for what’s life without some indulgence? But maybe you don’t 

need quite so much of indulgence.

Calculate this discretionary spending, and in the first week of 

December, take 25 per cent off that amount. Meaning, if you’re 

spending, say, Dhs500 a week on anything that doesn’t fall 

under a), b), or c), then in the first week, take Dhs125 out of it, 

and allow yourself to spend the rest on whatever you feel like. 

Increase this to 30 per cent in the second week, meaning take 

out Dhs150 and leave yourself with Dhs350 to spend. 

GETTING MORE EXERCISE 
Certainly the No. 2 resolution for most people. But just 

sitting in the chair and fantasising about getting fitter won’t 

work. To begin with, get out of the chair, and get moving. We 

don’t advise the treadmill work desk – there’s no guarantee 

that it won’t cause injuries – but getting up once every hour 

and walking around for 5 minutes helps. A 2014 study by 

the Oregon Health & Science University showed that three 

5-minute walks, breaking three hours of constant sitting, could 

improve blood circulation and heart health.

In a sitting position, the body doesn’t pump blood so well, 

and blood can pool in the legs, causing health complications. 

The researchers found that while arterial function was impaired 

by constant sitting, breaking the sedentary period with short 

walks prevented this impairment to a 

great degree.

Take other simple measures, 

such as using the stairs as often as 

possible at Metro stations and in 

your office or residential building. If 

your home or office is located on a 

higher floor, then climb the stairs for 

at least three floors before taking 

the lift. After work, instead of 

rushing home or sitting down 

at a snack shop, walk around 

vigorously for a few minutes. 

You might think you’re too 

tired, but in fact, as you 

The Times Square ball drop in New York 

City is perhaps the modern world’s most 

famous New Year’s Eve custom. The ball 

has dropped every year since 1907, but in 

1942 and 1943, some lighting restrictions 

in the city led to the suspension of this 

ceremony. However, the crowds still came 

to ring in the New Year and to remember 

their fallen soldiers. 

Source: www.6sqft.com

Did you know?

start walking, you’ll find the fatigue falling away. Start December 

with at least a 5-minute after-work walk, and then increase the 

walking time by 1 minute every day. Also, introduce a 2-minute 

stretching session into your morning routine before bath time, 

and increase this by 1 minute every day. Keep increasing both 

walking and stretching time until you’re doing a 30-minute walk 

and 15-minute stretch effortlessly. After this, keeping fit in January 

will be a breeze.

MAKING PERSONAL TIME
For a huge number of people, the list of resolutions 

includes a better work-life balance. Personal time (or 

family time) is a vital part of that. Here, there’s not 

much you can do to increase the quantity, but you can 

focus on the quality. Since work and commute will take 

the time it takes, try figuring out a way to connect with 

friends or family members daily or every week. Make 

some fun rules to make this happen.

RULE 1: In the first week, you’ll spend two-three 

evenings in some kind of a group activity, such as a 

memory game or a group discussion on a theme, e.g. 

each person’s favourite movie. 

RULE 2: In the second and third weeks, you’ll go out 

together at least twice per week and let one person in 

the group take charge of the recreation and make all the 

plans (with a cap on the spending). 

RULE 3: In the fourth week, you’ll all sit together, with 

homemade snacks, and talk about what was the most 

fun part of the month.

Go ahead and make up your own rules, but you see 

the pattern? Every week, you do something together, 

something stimulating. Being fully present in that 

moment, putting aside 

distractions, is the 

key. By the time 

January rolls around, 

you’ll get a knack of 

finding we-time. 
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TAKE A PEEK AT THE NEWEST MUST-HAVE HIGH-TECH ELECTRONIC DEVICES

GADGETS

THROW IT, SHOOT IT
Imagine tossing your camera up in the air, and letting it 

capture whatever it is that you want to capture. That’s what 
you can do with Insta360 One X Action Camera – you can 

throw it like a dart when it’s attached to the Drifter 
accessory. The camera has dual Sony-sourced 1/2.3-inch 

sensors, with 200-degree, f/2.0 lenses, and up to 5.7K video 
output. The camera can also be mounted on a selfie stick, and 

a built-in programme erases the stick from the captured 
footage. Transfer over Wi-Fi is possible for editing and 

sharing from your mobile phone.

Website: www.insta360.com
Price: $400 (Dhs1,469)

A REAL LOOKER
As good-looking as the photos they take, Leica cameras are 

a connoisseur’s delight. The brand’s flagship rangefinder now 
comes in a limited-edition Leica M10-P Bold Grey Camera, 

with grey coat that gives it a particularly classy appearance. 
This camera has the classic round lens hood to the 

24-megapixel full-frame sensor and Maestro II image 
processor and the quietest shutter of any Leica M Limited to 

60 pieces worldwide – see if you can find one.

Website: uk.leica-camera.com
Price: $16,500 (Dhs60,605)

DO MORE
WITH THE TABLET 

For long, the iPad has been more for consumption than 
creation. That changes with the Adobe Photoshop CC for 

iPad, coming next year. Users will have access to all the 
retouching, compositing, and layering tools now available on 

the desktop. The software syncs all your .psd files via 
Creative Cloud and has a context-aware user interface.

Website: www.adobe.com
Price: TBA

JUST PRESS HERE
Flash drives aka memory sticks are highly portable, useful, 

and increasingly popular for data storage, but what if you 
lost yours, along with some confidential information? The 

Lexar JumpDrive F35 takes care of that problem with a built-
in fingerprint scanner. If you need to share your memory 

stick with trusted team members, the little gadget can 
recognise up to 10 different prints in just one second. No 

extra software or drivers are necessary, and data are 
protected with 256-bit AES encryption. Available in 64, 128, 

and 256GB capacities.

Website: www.lexar.com
Price: From $50 (Dhs184)

YOU’VE GOT MAIL
Are you someone who needs to send and receive a lot of 

confidential e-mail? Then you might want to take a look at 
the Helm Personal Email Server, which currently ships only 

in the United States. The A-shaped server, when plugged in, 
connects to Helm’s service and fetches a static IP address. 

All your data stays on the device. The company has plans for 
adding more services.

Website: https://thehelm.com 
Price: $499 (Dhs1,833)

TWICE AS MANY
So, its flagship rivals have got two cameras at the back? 
The Samsung Galaxy A9 Smartphone gives you four. 
The main camera is 24-megapixel with f/1.7; two others 
are 120-degree, 8-megapixel ultrawide and 
10-megapixel, 2x optical zoom telephoto shooters, both 
with f/2.4 apertures; and the fourth one is a 
5-megapixel depth 
camera with a f/2.2 
lens. The rest of the 
specs are: 
Snapdragon 660 
processor, 6GB RAM, 
6.3-inch display, and 
128GB of storage. 

Website: www.samsung.com
Price: $695 (Dhs2,553)

FUN WITH NUMBERS
The humble calculator, a student’s classroom friend, gets a stunning new avatar, though this 
item is still at the design and concept stage. The TouchCal, which is inspired by smartphones, 
might be called the calculator for the ‘swipe right, swipe left’ generation. There are physical 
buttons in the bottom half for the basic functions, while the touchscreen allows for more 
advanced work. The protective cover doubles as a kickstand, and the designer has imagined 
the gadget in vibrant colours. Something to watch out for.

Website: www.behance.net 
Price: TBA 
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NEW INTERNATIONAL MOVIE RELEASES COMING SOON 
TO CINEMAS NEAR YOU

VICE
VOX LUX

DIRECTOR: ADAM MCKAY
STARRING: CHRISTIAN BALE, SAM ROCKWELL, STEVE 
CARELL, AMY ADAMS, BILL PULLMAN, TYLER PERRY 
MOVIE TYPE: TRUE STORY 

DIRECTOR: BRADY CORBET 
STARRING: NATALIE PORTMAN, JUDE LAW, RAFFEY CASSIDY, 
STACY MARTIN 
MOVIE TYPE: MUSICAL DRAMA

MOVIES

With a clutch of quirky–and not really very well-known–films to his name, director 

Brady Corbet presents this surreal story of a youngster who writes a song to express 

the trauma of a school shooting, and the song takes her to superstardom. This is billed 

as one of the best performances ever by lead actor Natalie Portman, which is saying 

something, given her extraordinary career. 

BEN IS BACK 

MARY POPPINS 
RETURNS

AQUAMAN

THE MULE

Nineteen-year-old Ben Burns (Hedges), a young man with substance abuse 

issues, unexpectedly returns to his family’s suburban home on Christmas Eve 

morning. Ben’s mom, Holly (Roberts), is relieved and welcoming but wary of her 

son staying clean. Over a turbulent 24 hours, new truths are revealed and a 

mother’s undying love for her son is tested as she does everything in her power 

to keep him safe.

Set in Depression-era London of the 1930s, this is the sequel to 

the Hollywood classic about a magical nanny, originally played 

by Julie Andrews. This film sees Michael and Jane Banks (played 

by Whishaw and Mortimer), the two children from the original film, 

now grown up. After Michael suffers a personal loss, Mary Poppins 

re-enters the lives of the Banks family and, along with the street 

lamplighter Jack (Miranda), uses her unique magical skills to help the 

family rediscover the joy and wonder missing in their lives. 

Here’s a new character from the DC Universe, which is the rival of 

the Marvel Universe (if you didn’t know) and you’ve already met him 

in Justice League (2017). Half-human, half-Atlantean Arthur Curry aka 

Aquaman (Momoa) is the future ruler of the seas. This film focuses 

on a surface world that’s constantly ravaging the sea and the 

undersea Atlanteans, who are ready to lash out in revolt. It’s a rather 

apt film in these times of marine pollution, when human activity is 

destroying the very source of life on earth–which is water.

DIRECTOR: PETER HEDGES 
STARRING: JULIA ROBERTS, LUCAS HEDGES, COURTNEY 
VANCE, KATHRYN NEWTON
MOVIE TYPE: DRAMA

DIRECTOR: ROB 
MARSHALL 
STARRING: EMILY 
BLUNT, LIN-MANUEL 
MIRANDA, MERYL 
STREEP, BEN WHISHAW, 
EMILY MORTIMER, COLIN 
FIRTH
MOVIE TYPE: 
ADVENTURE

DIRECTOR: JAMES WAN 
STARRING: JASON 
MOMOA, AMBER 
HEARD, WILLEM DAFOE, 
PATRICK WILSON, 
DOLPH LUNDGREN, 
TEMUERA MORRISON
MOVIE TYPE: 
ADVENTURE 

Clint Eastwood stars as Earl Stone, a man in his eighties who’s broke, alone, and facing 

the foreclosure of his business; then he’s offered a job that simply requires him to 

drive. Easy enough, but unbeknownst to Earl, he has just signed on as a drug courier 

for a Mexican cartel. He does well–so well that his cargo increases exponentially, 

and Earl is assigned as a handler. But he isn’t the only one keeping tabs on Earl; the 

mysterious new drug mule has also hit the radar of hard-charging DEA agent Colin 

Bates (Cooper). Expect a dramatic thriller in trademark Eastwood style. 

MARY, QUEEN OF SCOTS

While Elizabeth I of England (played by Robbie) remains one of the most influential 

monarchs in world history, Mary Queen of Scots (played by Ronan) is no less fascinating. 

Queen of France at 16 and widowed at 18, Mary defies pressure to remarry. Instead, she 

returns to her native Scotland to reclaim her rightful throne. But Scotland and England 

fall under the rule of the compelling Elizabeth I. Rivals in power and in love, and female 

rulers in a man’s world, the two must decide how to play the game of marriage versus 

independence. Determined to rule as much more than a figurehead, Mary asserts her 

claim to the English throne, threatening Elizabeth’s sovereignty. Betrayal, rebellion, and 

conspiracies within each court imperil both thrones–and change the course of history. 

DIRECTOR: JOSIE ROURKE 
STARRING: MARGOT ROBBIE, SAOIRSE RONAN, MARTIN 
COMPSTON, JACK LOWDEN, JOE ALWYN, BRENDAN COYLE 
MOVIE TYPE: BIOGRAPHY

DIRECTOR: CLINT EASTWOOD 
STARRING: BRADLEY COOPER, CLINT EASTWOOD, 
DIANNE WIEST, MICHAEL PENA, LAURENCE FISHBURNE, 
ALISON EASTWOOD 
MOVIE TYPE: TRUE STORY

The President of the United States is the international face of American foreign 

policy. But who’s the vice president and how can he–or she–impact the world? If 

he’s Dick Cheney, he can change the course of world history. This film explores 

the epic story of how a bureaucratic Washington insider quietly became the most 

powerful man in the world as vice president to George W. Bush, reshaping the 

country and the globe in ways that we still feel today. The film is also remarkable 

for the incredible physical transformation of lead actor Christian Bale–the star of 

Batman films isn’t just playing the role of Cheney; he has become Cheney.
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BOOKSSecurity And Safety For All

From connecting with nature, as well as your inner self, to designing the productive days you 
can imagine–THESE CAN ALL be done through reading

Brothers or enemies? 
Title: What Have You Done 
Author: Matthew Farrell 
Publisher: Thomas & Mercer
Price: $15.95 (Dhs59) (Paperback)

When a mutilated body is found hanging in 
a motel in Philadelphia, forensics specialist 
Liam Dwyer assumes the crime scene will 
be business as usual. Instead, the victim 
turns out to be a woman he had an affair 
with before breaking it off to save his 
marriage. But there’s a bigger problem: 
Liam has no memory of where he was or 
what he did on the night of the murder. 
Panicked, Liam turns to his brother, Sean, 
a homicide detective. Sean has his back, 
but incriminating evidence keeps piling up. 
From fingerprints to DNA, everything points 
to Liam, who must race against time and 
his department to uncover the truth. Yet as 
he digs deeper, dark secrets come to light, 
and Liam begins to suspect the killer might 
actually be Sean.

Lessons from the 
natural world
Title: How To Be a Good Creature: A 
Memoir in Thirteen Animals
Author: Sy Montgomery
Illustrator: Rebecca Green 
Publisher: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
Price: $20 (Dhs73) (Hardcover) 

A finalist of the US-based National Book 

Awards, author Sy Montgomery reflects on 

the personalities and quirks of 13 animals, 

who have profoundly affected her, in this 

poetic and life-affirming memoir featuring 

illustrations by Rebecca Green. Besides 

being an author, Montgomery is also a 

naturalist and adventurer. She has traveled 

widely and encountered some of the 

planet’s rarest and most beautiful animals. 

The book explores several themes: the 

otherness and sameness of people and 

animals; the various ways we learn to love 

and become empathetic; how we find 

our passion; how we create our families; 

coping with loss and despair; gratitude; 

forgiveness; and most of all, how to be a 

good creature in the world.

Title: Vendetta 
Author: Iris Johansen 
Publisher: St. Martin’s Press
Price: $28.99 (Dhs106) (Hardcover)

With his dying breath, Carl Venable, 

head of the CIA task force on terrorism 

and Jude Brandon’s final link to terrorist 

ringleader Max Huber, gives Brandon 

a mandate: keep his daughter, Rachel, 

safe at any cost. But Rachel Venable 

has a shocking, twisted past of her 

own, one that comes rushing back after 

her medical clinic in South America 

is attacked by Huber, the same man 

who murdered her father and kept her 

imprisoned for months. As Rachel and 

Brandon race against the clock to bring 

Huber down, they also fight a growing 

attraction to each other – an attraction 

that could prove just as dangerous as 

Huber himself. 

Hunting a terrorist

We take immense pride and great pleasure in extending
our sincerest congratulations and best wishes to

 His Highness Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

and Their Highnesses Members of the Supreme Council and Rulers of the UAE

and to all the people of the UAE

His Highness Sheikh

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

His Highness Sheikh

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the UAE

On the occasion of the 47th National Day
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ENVIRONMENT

HOW ARE YOU 
DOING, EARTH?
IN THESE TIMES OF RUNAWAY CLIMATE CHANGE AND DESTRUCTION OF NATURE 
FOR BUSINESS PROFIT, THE LIVING PLANET REPORT 2018 BY WORLD WILDLIFE 
FUND  TELLS US MUCH ABOUT THE SITUATION ON THE GROUND. IT TELLS US 
WHAT NATURE REALLY MEANS TO HUMANITY AND TO ALL LIVING CREATURES 

$125 trillion
(Dhs$459 trillion)

Estimated worth of services provided by 
nature annually

EXAMPLES OF BENEFITS

87%
Of all flowering plant species are 

pollinated by animals

35%
Of global food comes from crops 

partially pollinated by animals 

NATURE IS HOME TO
BIODIVERSITY

NATURE AS SOURCE
FOR FOOD, SHELTER

AND MEDICINES

NATURE PROVIDES
CLEAN WATER, AIR AND

HEALTHY SOILS

NATURE INSPIRES US
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SUSTAINABLE? OR NOT?

Climate change 

Habitat stress

Overexploitation 
of land

Unsustainable use 
of natural resources

Air, land and water 
pollution

Impact of invasive 
species

THE GREAT 
ACCELERATION

T
he Living Planet Report 2018 

states: “In 2016, Max Roser from 

the University of Oxford carried 

out a thought experiment: imagine if the 

24-hour news cycle fell silent. Instead 

news came out once every 50 years 29. 

Now we can ask: what would the 2018 

headline be? The rise of neoliberalism? 

The Internet? Civil rights? The financial 

crisis? Probably none of these. 

“The biggest single phenomenon in 

the last 50 years is barely discussed 

in the media, politics, business or 

education circles. It is the Great 

Acceleration – a unique event in the 

4.5 billion-year history of our planet. 

Since 1800, global population has grown 

sevenfold, surpassing 7.6 billion, and 

the global economy has grown 30-fold. 

But it has really been in the past 50 

years that economic development has 

driven a phenomenal increase in the 

demand for energy, land and water 

that is fundamentally changing Earth’s 

operating system. 

“It is economic development and the 

growth of the world’s middle classes, 

not population rise per se, that is 

dramatically influencing the rate of 

change of Earth’s life support system. 

This growth has improved the lives of 

billions of people.

“However, these exponential health, 

knowledge and standard-of-living 

improvements of the Great Acceleration 

have come at a huge cost to the stability 

of the natural systems that sustain us. 

Our impact has now reached a scale at 

which it interferes profoundly with Earth’s 

atmosphere, ice sheets, ocean, forests, 

land and biodiversity.

“Greenhouse gas emissions have 

risen at alarming rates and in April 

2018, levels of carbon dioxide in the 

atmosphere reached an average of 410 

parts per million (ppm) across the entire 

month – the highest level in at least 

800,000 years. Above Antarctica, it was 

discovered in 1985 that manufactured 

chemicals had created a vast hole in the 

ozone layer. Rainforests are shrinking: 

almost 20% of the Amazon, referred 

to as the lungs of the planet, has 

disappeared in just 50 years.”

HUMAN CONSUMPTION IS DRIVING:

HOW DOES THE EARTH RECOVER?
Biocapacity – that’s the term for the ability of ecosystems to renew 

themselves. The biologically productive areas of Earth provide this service. 

Through changes in technology and land management practices, biocapacity 

has increased about 27% in the past 50 years. But it has not kept pace with 

human consumption: humanity’s ecological footprint has increased about 190% 

over the same time period. 

WHAT DO WE NEED TO DO?
• Make major changes to production, supply and consumption activities
• Develop a detailed understanding of how these components link together
• Employ sophisticated tools to assess trade-and-impact relationships 

• Use big data to reveal the true extent of overfishing in seas and oceans 

GRAZING LAND FOOTPRINT measures the demand for grazing land to 
raise livestock for meat, dairy, leather and wool products.

FOREST PRODUCT FOOTPRINT measures the demand for forests to 
provide fuel wood, pulp and timber products.

FISHING GROUNDS FOOTPRINT measures the demand for marine and 
inland water ecosystems needed to restock the harvested seafood and 
support aquaculture.

CROPLAND FOOTPRINT measures the demand for land for food and 
fibre, feed for livestock, oil crops and rubber.

BUILT-UP LAND FOOTPRINT measures the demand for biologically 
productive areas covered by infrastructure, including roads, housing and 
industrial structures.

CARBON FOOTPRINT measures carbon emissions from fossil fuel 
burning and cement production. These emissions are converted into 
forest areas needed to sequester the emissions not absorbed by oceans. 
It accounts for forests’ varying rates of carbon sequestration depending 
on the degree of human management, the type and age of forests, 
emissions from forest wildfires and soil build-up and loss

OVEREXPLOITATION EVER-EXPANDING 
AGRICULTURE 

Source: All the information in this infographic has been taken 

from the Living Planet Report 2018 by WWF. The text has 

been taken either verbatim in some places, or modified for the 

purpose of this infographic
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HEALTH NEWS

Meet Dubai’s Doctor Bot

New skin bank launched at Rashid Hospital

IN a country that’s adopting smart 

technologies at a blazing fast pace, is it 

any surprise that robots would take over 

some jobs in medicine? After all, there’s 

A skin bank may sound a bit perplexing, 

but in fact, it’s an essential service for 

those who’ve suffered burns or have lost a 

large amount of skin through an accident. 

Such a bank will be set up at Rashid 

Hospital, said Dr Younis Kazim, who was 

appointed recently – by His Highness 

Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin 

Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai 

and Chairman of the Executive Council 

of Dubai – as the CEO of the recently 

established Dubai Healthcare Corporation. 

The skin stored at this bank, part of 

the hospital’s expansion, will be the 

excess skin removed from patients 

who undergo surgery for obesity. The 

opening plan has taken into account 

religious sensitivities.

Dr Kazim said, “The skin will be taken 

from foreigners and nationals here in 

already a robot policeman in the UAE, so 

why not a robot pharmacist?

The Dubai Health Authority (DHA) recently 

opened a smart pharmacy, manned by a 

robot, at Latifa Hospital. This robot – let’s 

call it Doctor Bot – is capable of dispensing 

and prescribing medication. The advantage 

is the speed at which the robot works. It can 

store up to 35,000 different medicines in 

its information database and dispense nine 

prescriptions in less than one minute.

While no system can be 100 per cent 

error-free, this robot minimises the 

scope for human error, since it dispenses 

the prescribed medication based on a 

barcode at the click of a button.

The smart pharmacy was inaugurated 

by HE Humaid Al Qatami, Chairman of the 

Board and Director General of DHA. He 

said, “Adopting a fully integrated smart 

system for pharmaceutical transactions in 

DHA hospitals and health centres reduces 

the chance of mistakes when dispensing 

medication and reduces waiting time, 

hence achieving customer satisfaction.”

Two smart pharmacies have also been 

launched at Rashid Hospital and Dubai 

Hospital.

the UAE and used for other sick people 

who may need a skin graft. These 

could be burns victims or recovering 

cancer patients who have had surgery.”

Dubai Media Office

WHAT THE MONTH
HAS IN STORE

HOROSCOPE

Aries (March 21 – April 19)

You are on the road to success and it is up to you on how you will 

drive towards your dreams. Remain unfazed when people tell you 

that your dreams are too big and unrealistic because it is you who 

is in charge of your own destiny. With this, always remember to embody hardwork and 

dedication because these will give you a boost in making your dreams a reality.

Taurus (April 20 – May 21)

This year will end with you finally achieving what you have been 

wanting. Be it a career promotion, a new relationship, a business 

venture, or opportunities that will help develop yourself even more. 

December might be a hectic one for you, but with a clear goal set in your mind, you can 

achieve all the things you aspire with clarity.

Gemini (May 22 – June 20)

They say that good physical health has a good effect on the soul 

and this strongly applies to you. A healthy body will help you in a 

mental and spiritual level and it can also be one way to achieve inner 

harmony and peace. This is the perfect time to set health goals as a healthy body is your 

best friend during this phase. You’ll be surprised at how productive, efficient, and happy 

you can get if you will stay committed to keeping yourself fit.

Cancer (June 21 – July 22)

As 2019 draws near, you will realise that the current year has 

prepared you for greater things that will happen next year. This month, 

new opportunities will come your way that might bring significant 

changes into your life whether it may concern your family, your career, or business. There 

are great things ahead of you so do not lose enthusiasm and continue to look forward of 

what ahead in the horizon.

Leo (July 23 – August 22)

You have arrived at that point in your life where you see the results 

of the past decisions you have made. You might have the tendency 

to look back at your past, but it is better to focus on what lies 

ahead. Never forget to feel appreciative for what you have right now, no matter how 

little it is. 

Virgo (August 23 – September 22)

This is the perfect time to relax your body and refresh your mind. 

You have been so busy recently so it is time to give yourself a break 

and breathe for a while. Let your troubles fade away, and forget 

your resentments towards old friends or colleagues. Focus on creating new and stronger 

relationships and connections.

Libra (September 23 – October 22)

Exercise your authority with grace and generosity that will earn you 

more respect and love from friends and people around you. Your 

gift in communication can help you formulate whatever you might 

want to teach, speak, or write about. Share your mind to friends and colleagues who are 

seeking advice.

Scorpio (October 23 – November 21)

In general, the final month of the year is especially good for Scorpios 

because of your drive to achieve more. This month will be hectic for 

you, but you will easily pull yourself from all the pressures around 

you. Pause and take some time to breathe deeply because it will help you come up with 

the next steps you will take for the next year.

Sagittarius (November 22 – December 21)

This month will bring about mental alertness, quick thinking 

and more interaction and communications with people around 

you. Though this period of the year will be very busy, you will 

think and speak clearly because of your honesty in speaking your mind and your 

attention to details as well. Others can learn from your happy aura and this is a 

good time to enjoy the pleasures of life. 

 

Capricorn (December 22 – January 19)

This month, you will attract more people towards you than the usual. 

You are likely to find friends on your doorstep, seeking your advice 

or your shoulder. This will enable you to see yourself in the way that 

others see you–someone who is kind, generous, and smart. This is the time to share your 

perspectives in life and wisdom to others.

Aquarius (January 20 – February 18)

This is a great period to assess your well-being and solve health 

issues, to focus on diet or start a new exercise regimen. Events or 

realisations in the last days of the month will help you see things 

with greater clarity. You will meet new people towards the end of the year and will make 

important connections. This is also a good time to start new projects off the ground with 

your burst of energy.

Pisces (February 19 – March 20)

This December, all your expected gains and profit will come at your 

door. In this period of time, you will be able to take smart decisions 

related to money and finances. All your investments will give you 

high returns. In short, December is really a good month for fresh investments and 

ventures. Others will also seek your wisdom in handling finances or for money advice.
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MediumEasy

SOLUTIONS
FOR THE NOVEMBER ISSUE

www.alberichcrosswords.com

www.dailysudoku.com

easy medium

PUZZLES
ACROSS
1  Came across a record concerning journalist (10)
6  Language of old city belonging to the French (4)
9  They’ll get wrongly blamed for heading off escape 

by animals (10)
10  There’s potato in Mum’s pudding (4)
12  Style of cooking providing contrasts (5-3-4)
15  Charged of containing disturbance (9)
17  Giving note makes one angry (5)
18  One who latches on to another (5)
19  Sailor’s intent perhaps is to be self-restrained (9)
20  A comment sure upset in due proportion (12)
24  Man told to get on his knees? (4)
25  Boundary rope may produce such a decision (10)
26  E.g. dogs returning from walk (4)
27  Not quite one’s best friend on the ship (6,4)

DOWN
1  A girl gets some food (4)
2  Animal found in sea location (4)
3  Little Edward is not fair (12)
4  The First Lady touring Oklahoma (5)
5  The thresholds of delights (9)
7  Robbers go off with a pet (10)
8  Below, below, below (10)
11  Managed to get clergyman in an awkward 

situation (12)
13  They are seeking work after demolition of aspic 

plant (10)
14  Steam railway takes on head of rail track to 

improve efficiency (10)
16  To perform in a different key, one’s parts must be 

arranged (9)
21  Went on horseback round cowboy show (5)
22  Junk mail (4)
23  Nothing but a lake (4)

PUZZLES

We take immense pride and great pleasure in extending
our sincerest congratulations and best wishes to

 His Highness Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

and Their Highnesses Members of the Supreme Council and Rulers of the UAE

and to all the people of the UAE

His Highness Sheikh

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

His Highness Sheikh

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the UAE

On the occasion of the 47th National Day
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The year 2018 marks 100 years since the birth of the 
late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the Founding 
Father of the UAE, who passed away in 2004.

To commemorate this historic national occasion, 
His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
President of the United Arab Emirates has declared 
that 2018 will officially be known in the UAE as the 
Year of Zayed.

47
PASSION TO PROTECT is more than just a slogan, 
it’s a way of life for NAFFCO. Keeping you safe and 
your property secure is our business. With a global 
network spanning over 100 countries, NAFFCO 
has been recognized as the unparalleled  leader in  
fire safety. In recognition of our outstanding growth 
and commitment  to quality, we have been certified 
with ISO 14001 & OHSAS 18001 and awarded the 
prestigious Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum 
business excellence award for four years, in areas 
including manufacturing and exports.


