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EDITOR’S NOTE

T
he summertime is when people usually fl y out of the country in 

search of cooler climes. But there are people who fl y out to other 

countries literally in order to escape. Not to escape the heat, but to 

escape the law. Our special feature in this issue talks about how 

UAE authorities work with Interpol to bring fugitives to justice. These are 

both fugitives who’ve run away from the UAE and also those who’ve come to 

the UAE to hide.

And just in case anyone was thinking of breaching the UAE’s border 

security by smuggling things in or out – say, anything from narcotics to 

luxury cars – they can be sure that the law’s dragnet will haul them in, 

sooner rather than later. An interesting feature in this issue tells you about 

several such foiled smuggling attempts.

While the government isn’t lenient towards those accused of a crime, the 

country’s visionary leadership has recently reformed the legal provisions 

related to residency and visa overstay off ences. Following these reforms, a 

lot of people who found themselves in diffi  cult situations – usually through 

circumstances beyond their control – can now either exit the country 

without fear or can regularise their stay with a very minimal fee. Our cover 

story brings you an overview.

Features dedicated to public security in this issue span a variety of 

topics. First, we want to draw your attention to the annual ‘Summer Without 

Accidents’ initiative undertaken by the UAE Ministry of Interior. In it, experts 

have tips about tyre checks, pre-drive vehicle checks, and a general safety 

checklist. After all, there’s no reason why we can’t enjoy the summer 

holidays with our life and limb intact. 

Yet another security issue specifi c to summer is the spike in drowning 

accidents involving children. That’s because some families spend their 

holidays by the swimming pool or by the sea. Keep in mind, though, that be 

it in a home or hotel pool or in the open seas, pre-teens and younger 

children remain vulnerable and they need to be supervised while they swim 

or play near the water. 

One article that urges readers to become active participants in law and 

order maintenance in the UAE is about the ‘My Safe Society’ app. This app is 

the latest amongst the several initiatives taken by law enforcement across 

the country to promote community engagement. One of the most popular 

past initiatives under this umbrella is the ‘We Are All Police’ programme.

Alongside security, what this country values is innovation. In this issue, 

you’ll meet a Ministry of Interior offi  cial who’s working on a scheme for 

greening of the desert. The story of nano clay – cutting-edge technology 

simplifi ed and turned into usable topsoil – is fascinating, and it promises 

great things for this region.

After reading about security and innovation, you’d want to know about 

ways to unwind. Turn to ‘Abu Dhabi Spotlight’ for the best of art and culture, 

festive events, and fun sessions. 

As always, we hope that 999 has added value to your month, and hope 

to see you here again. 
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NEWSNEWS

PRESIDENT His Highness Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan awarded Chinese 
President Xi Jinping the prestigious Order 
of Zayed, in recognition of his role and 
efforts in supporting and developing the 
friendly relations and mutual cooperation 
between the UAE and China.

In the presence of His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice 
President and Prime Minister of the UAE 
and Ruler of Dubai, the highest medal 
granted by the UAE to world leaders was 
awarded by His Highness Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown 
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, to 
the Chinese President.

The Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi said: 
“Honouring the Chinese President with this 

Khalifa confers Order of Zayed on Chinese President
medal refl ects our 
thanks and 
appreciation for the 
deep-rooted 
historical friendship 
and cooperation 
between the two 
friendly countries.”

President Xi 
expressed his pride 
in receiving the 
Order of Zayed 
during his 
statement in the 
Presidential Palace.

He also signed a number of copies of 
his book titled, Ruling and 
Administration, translated into Arabic, 
and gifted it to the UAE Vice President 

Dubai Media Offi ce

and Abu Dhabi Crown Prince.
In appreciation of his state visit to the 

UAE, HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
gifted Xi one of the best purebred 
Arabian horses, “Gallardo J”.

UAE, China forge comprehensive strategic partnership
understanding cemented in President Xi’s 
visit was in terms of economic and 
fi nancial fi elds, wherein the UAE 
government expressed its support and 
active participation in the “Belt and 
Road Initiative” as well as other related 
projects. Both also agreed to expand 
cooperation in e-commerce, coordinate 
policies, share expertise, increase 
inter-corporate communication, conduct 
specialised training, develop cross-
border e-commerce and support the 
development of bilateral trade through 
cooperation in e-commerce.

Other agreements and memoranda of 
agreement signed include the following 
areas: cooperation in innovation, 
technology transfer, economic 
diversifi cation and data exchange; 
enhancement of education and science 
and technology; investments on 
renewable energy and water; 
cooperation on oil and gas sector; 
collaborative mechanism on military, and 
law enforcement and security fi elds; 
participation in cultural and humanitarian 
fi eld; establishment of consular and 
embassy offi ces and facilitating 
movement of the citizens; and 
implementation of strategic partnership.

fi elds through a number of 
agreements and 
memoranda of 
understanding. One of 
which is in terms of 
accelerating developments 
in the international and 
regional affairs.

The Chinese government 
lauded the signifi cant role 
of the UAE in regional 
affairs and conveyed its 

support to the UAE’s efforts to defend its 
sovereignty and territorial integrity. 
Likewise, the UAE praised China’s positive 
role on addressing international issues. 

Moving forward, the two sides will 
address regional and global challenges 
through a political consultation 
mechanism to increase mutual 
understanding, deepen trust, and provide 
joint ground to promote bilateral relations 
and maintain peace and development.

The two sides emphasised non-
interference in the internal affairs of their 
respective countries as well as the 
peaceful resolution of issues in accordance 
with the principles of international law and 
the Charter of the United Nations.

Another signifi cant mutual 

Dubai Media Offi ce

AT the invitation of President His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Chinese President Xi Jinping made a historic 
state visit to the UAE, which took the 
bilateral and strategic partnership of the 
two countries into greater heights. 

During the state visit, the two countries 
cemented and intensifi ed cooperation to 
boost joint development and prosperity, 
stressing their keenness on forging tighter 
cooperation in advancing the “Belt and 
Road Initiative”.

They touted the achievements made in 
areas of economy, trade and energy since 
the establishment of strategic partnership 
between the UAE and China since 2012. 
In this regard, both parties agreed to 
further enhance cooperation in various 
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New UAE ambassadors were sworn in before the Vice President and Prime 
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai at the Presidential Palace in Abu Dhabi

Vice President honoured with Arab League award

Mohammed bin Rashid receives new UAE ambassadors

VP, Abu Dhabi Crown Prince hold talks with Chinese President

the Arab League in recognition of His 
Highness’ contributions to the development of 
the Arab world.

The Vice President received the Shield for 
Leadership in Arab Development for leading 
initiatives in the empowerment of Arab 
communities, spreading knowledge, and creating 
a more stable future for the region.

The prestigious award is given only to 
exceptional leaders and role models in the fi eld 
of sustainable development in the Arab world.

Arab League Secretary General Ahmed 
Aboul-Gheit said that HH Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Rashid stands as symbol of development 
due to the Vice President’s visionary initiatives.

“His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum was able to deeply instil 
the values of creativity and innovation in Dubai, 
which has become a symbol of Arab pride, 
and an example for the region to follow. When 

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of 
the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, was honoured by 

VICE President and Prime Minister of the UAE 
and Ruler of Dubai His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum and the 
Abu Dhabi Crown Prince and Deputy Supreme 

VICE President and Prime Minister of the UAE 
and Ruler of Dubai His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum witnessed 
the oath-taking of new UAE ambassadors at 
the Presidential Palace in Abu Dhabi.

Amongst those who took oath before the 
Vice President included Their Excellencies Issa 
Salem Al Zaheri, who will represent the UAE in 
Afghanistan; Rashid Mohammed Al Mansouri 
in Tunisia; Khalifa Abed Al Rahman Al 
Marzouki in Tanzania; Salem Rashid Al Oueiss 
in Colombia; Jomaa Rashid Khamis Al Romaithi 
in Costa Rica; and Dr Nawal Khalifa Al 
Housani at the International Renewable Energy 

we look at Dubai, we see an innovative 
government that inspires people to take 
initiative and constantly work towards creating 
a bright future,” said Aboul-Gheit.

For his part, the Vice President shared: “We 
see government work as a journey towards 
making ourselves more competitive. In the UAE, 
we love to work on enhancing our 
competitiveness and we believe that the 
government is a key engine for the 
development of all sectors.” 

“The UAE is part of the Arab world, and we 
are keen to share our experiences with those 
who want to learn from them,” the Vice 
President added.

Minister of Cabinet Affairs and The Future 
HE Mohammed Abdullah Al Gergawi received 
the award on behalf of HH Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Rashid at a ceremony at the Arab League 
headquarters in Cairo, Egypt. 

Commander of the 
UAE Armed Forces 
His Highness Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan discussed 
cooperation and 
strategic partnership 
with Chinese President 
Xi Jinping who arrived 
on a state visit last 
month.

Formal talks were 
held at the Presidential Palace in Abu Dhabi 
where Their Highnesses UAE leaders 
welcomed President Xi and his 
accompanying delegation. The meeting 

discussed ways of bolstering bilateral 
relations and developing the strategic 
partnership between the two countries.

During the meeting, the UAE Vice President 
stressed that the landmark visit and talks 
between the UAE and China refl ect the 
political will of both nations to advance further 
the strategic partnerships and cooperation in 
key sectors. 

The UAE is an important aspect of Chinese 
trade as it connects China with 444 cities 
across the globe.

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
praised the Chinese development model under 
President Xi and described China’s second 
largest economy in the world inspiring.

Dubai Media Offi ce

Agency IRENA.
The Vice President 

also received the 
credentials of several 
ambassadors to the 
UAE, including ones 
from Brunei, Ghana, 
Bahrain, Chad, 
Serbia, Greece, 
South Africa, 
Gambia and the 
United Kingdom.

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
welcomed the new ambassadors and assured 

them the country’s cooperation to help them 
perform their duties to the fullest extent in their 
best interests and that of the UAE.

WAM
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Mohamed bin Zayed highlights role of Emirates Fatwa Council

Crown Prince Court

Mohamed bin Zayed congratulates VP on Arab League award
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed said “HH 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid is a brother 
who is recognised as the most infl uential 
and inspiring fi gure in the development of 
government work. He possesses a 
pioneering vision in promoting excellence 
and creativity.” 

“We congratulate the Vice President on 
the Arab League award for his important 
contributions in the development of the Arab 
world. He is the UAE’s exemplary model of 
competitiveness and leadership,” wrote the 
Abu Dhabi Crown Prince.

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed, Crown Prince of Abu 
Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the Armed 
Forces, congratulated His 
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid, UAE Vice President and 
Prime Minister and Ruler of 
Dubai, for being awarded with 
the Shield for Leadership in Arab 
Development from the Arab 
League.

In a message on Twitter, HH 

HIS Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi 
and Deputy Supreme Commander of the 
UAE Armed Forces, underscored the 
importance of the Emirates Fatwa Council 
as the offi cial reference for fatwas (Islamic 
rulings) as regards the lives of people and 
work of institutions. 

“Our religion is a faith of tolerance and 

coexistence, calls for building, development, 
communication and interaction with other 
cultures and religions for the sake of peace 
and stability, enhancing bridges of good 
and cooperation,” the Abu Dhabi Crown 
Prince told members of the Council, led by 
its Chairman Sheikh Abdullah bin Bayyah, 
during a visit at Al Bahr Palace.

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed wished 

the new body success in serving Islam and 
the community through coordination of 
Fatwa mechanisms to come under one 
reference in the UAE.  

In October 2017, the Cabinet issued a 
resolution creating the UAE’s Fatwa Council 
which will be the offi cial, reliable reference for 
fatwas, coordinate fatwas, unify their sources 
and oversees all work related to fatwas.

Crown Prince reciprocates Chinese President’s gratitude for warm welcome
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HIS Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi 
and Deputy Supreme Commander of the 
UAE Armed Forces, conveyed appreciation 
to Chinese President Xi Jinping’s gratitude to 
the UAE for the warm welcome during his 
state visit, which paved the way to opening 
new horizons for joint actions in various 
sectors between the UAE and China.

During the sendoff at the President 
Airport, Xi told HH Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed that their meeting left positive 
imprints on his mind and the he is 
confi dent that the wise leadership of the 
UAE will achieve further strides in 
achieving progress.

“I would like to say that our meeting left 
a very deep impression on my mind. This 
visit certainly contributed to strengthening 
the relationship between the two countries 
as well as the personal friendship between 
us, and I am confi dent that the UAE under 
its leadership will achieve further progress 
and prosperity. As a strategic partner of the 
UAE, China will make joint efforts to 
achieve mutual interests,” the Chinese 
president told the Abu Dhabi Crown Prince.

For his part the 
Abu Dhabi Crown 
Prince conveyed 
deepest 
appreciation for the 
kind words of 
President Xi as well 
as to the ties that 
they have forged, 
saying, “We are 
proud of this 
relationship.” 

During the last day 
of President Xi’s state 
visit, the Abu Dhabi Crown Prince hosted a 
banquet at Qasr Al Bahr in Abu Dhabi, on 
the occasion of Xi’s historic visit to the UAE.  

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
conveyed deep sense of pride in the 
friendship and ties between the two 
countries, which His Highness highlighted, 
are based on trust, understanding and 
mutual care.

During President Xi’s visit, the UAE and 
China signed 13 agreements and 
memoranda of understanding aimed at 
enhancing bilateral cooperation.  

Xinhua

Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi (L) exchanging views with Chinese President 
Xi Jinping on UAE-China ties and issues of common concern

Amongst the UAE leaders who were 
present during the sendoff were Their 
Highnesses Sheikh Hazza bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Deputy Chairman of Abu 
Dhabi Executive Council; Lt General 
Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior; Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Presidential Affairs; Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation, and other offi cials.
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Saif bin Zayed launches ‘Happiness and Positivity Programme’ 
HIS Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of the Interior, 
launched the Ministry of Interior’s 
‘Happiness and Positivity Programme’, 
which aims to achieve key elements of 
happiness in providing services and 
aid to employees, customers and 
community. 

The launching of the new programme 
was witnessed by HE Uhoud Khalfan Al 
Roumi, Minister of State for Happiness 
and Quality of Life and Director-General 
of the Prime Minister’s Offi ce, at the 
Ministry of Interior’s headquarters.

Colonel Nasser Khadim Al Kaabi, 
Director of the Customers Happiness 
Administration and Chairman of the 
Happiness and Positivity Committee at 
MoI, underscored that the programme is 
part of the directives of the wise 
leadership of the UAE to make 
employees, customers and the community 
happy, in line with the strategic plans of 

MOI celebrates Inmates’ International Day

footsteps of its Founding Father, the late 
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, who 
was known for his giving and care. 

Al Suwaidi added that in light of the 
Ministry’s belief in the human rights of 
prisoners in correctional institutions, and as 
per the directives of HH Sheikh Saif bin 
Zayed, MoI trains and educates its 
correctional workers on penal work related 
to science according to the best 
international standards.

MoI for 2017 to 2021.
The programme is based on studies 

made on the nation’s happiness and 
positivity, as well as the ‘Emirates 
Programme for Excellence in 

UNDER the patronage of His Highness Lt 
General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior, the Ministry of Interior 
organised a celebration to mark the 
annual ‘Inmates’ International Day’ on 
18th July, in cooperation with the United 
Nations Offi ce on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC).

In his statement, Major General Khalifa 
Hareb Al Khaili, Acting Under-Secretary at 

Ministry of Interior

Ministry of Interior

Government Services’. 
It will pave the way for various 

initiatives, policies and activities under 
specifi c time tables, through the relevant 
organisational units of the Ministry. 

the Ministry, emphasised the keenness of 
the UAE police to provide ways to 
rehabilitate prisoners and re-integrate them 
and their families into the community.

Brigadier Abdulhakim Saeed Al Suwaidi, 
Director-General of Punitive and Correctional 
Institutions at the Ministry, said that the 
celebration commemorates the teachings of 
Nelson Mandela, who was an international 
symbol of peaceful resistance.

He said that the UAE is following in the 

Security And Safety For All
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Al Sha’far praises Federal Traffic Council for drop in road fatalities
Chairman of the Federal Traffi c Council.

Council members of the Ministry of 

Interior, the Ministry of Climate Change 

and Environment, the Ministry of 

Infrastructure Development, directorates of 

traffi c and patrols, RTA Dubai, and 

municipal affairs and transport bodies 

were present during the meeting.

Amongst the topics highlighted at the 

meeting were the following: the importance 

of traffi c awareness to limit accidents, traffi c 

seminars to be organised for the youth, the 

‘Summer Without Accidents’ initiative, and 

the provision of child seats for children 

younger than four in taxis.

Action to be taken against motorists 

driving below the minimum speed on 

highways was discussed as well as the 

implementation of the ‘We Are All Police’ 

programme at the level of traffi c 

departments across the country.

LIEUTENANT General Saif Abdullah Al 

Sha’far, Undersecretary at the Ministry of 

Interior, commended the Federal Traffi c 

Council, the directorates of traffi c and 

patrols in the country and the relevant 

bodies in the fi eld of traffi c and road 

safety for the drop in road accident 

fatalities in the fi rst half of this year 

compared to the same period last year. 

Agreement signed to reinforce traffic awareness
society’s capability 

to achieve its 

objectives of 

limiting traffi c 

accidents and 

promoting road 

safety,” he said.

Jamal Al Ameri, 

Executive Director 

of ‘Sa’ed Society 

to Limit Traffi c 

Accidents’ said, 

“The Al-Futtaim Group’s sponsorship will 

be directed to campaigns and initiatives to 

complement the association’s role in 

raising traffi c awareness and reducing 

traffi c accidents, under the slogan of 

‘Safety Partner.’”

NEWSNEWS

There is a 17 percent decrease in road 

accident fatalities rate this year.

Lt General Al Sha’far noted this 

achievement during a meeting of the Federal 

Traffi c Council, held at the Police Offi cers’ 

Club in Dubai, which was also attended by 

Major General Expert Engineer Mohammed 

Saif Al Zafeen, Assistant Commander-in-

Chief of Operations at Dubai Police and 

THE ‘Sa’ed Society to Limit Traffi c Accidents’ 

signed a partnership agreement for traffi c 

safety initiatives and events in 2018 in Abu 

Dhabi with Al-Futtaim Automotive.

Brigadier Engineer Hussain Ahmad Al 

Harthi, Chairman of Sa’ed Society and 

Director of Abu Dhabi Police Directorate of 

Traffi c and Patrols, and Youssef Al Raisi, 

Executive Manager for government affairs 

at Al-Futtaim Automotive, signed the 

agreement. Al Harthi clarifi ed that the 

‘Sa’ed Society to Limit Traffi c Accidents’ 

had launched various initiatives, events, 

and campaigns in the previous years, 

contributing to increased road safety.

“The collaboration with our strategic 

partners, mainly the Ministry of Interior and 

Al-Futtaim Automotive, will increase the 

Al Raisi said, “Al-Futtaim Automotive 

started its efforts several years ago, 

including campaigns against counterfeit 

spare parts, and for driver training and 

school outreach programmes, amongst 

many other activities.”

AUGUST 201810 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL

Security And Safety For AllSecurity And Safety For All



of lanes for the technical inspection of 

vehicles be increased at the centres. He 

added that clients’ feedback would help 

improve performance indicators.

Meanwhile, Brigadier Al Shamsi 

explained the stages of transaction, the 

diverse services, and the best initiatives 

and strategies designed for further 

improvement during Al Rumaithi’s visit.

The inspection team also witnessed the 

Al Rumaithi inspects drivers’ licensing department
MAJOR General Mohammed Khalfan Al 

Rumaithi, Commander-in-Chief of Abu 

Dhabi Police, paid an inspection visit to 

the Drivers Licensing  and Vehicles 

Department at Abu Dhabi Police, 

accompanied by Major General Ali 

Khalfan Al Dhahiri, Director of the Central 

Operations Sector, Brigadier Ibrahim 

Nasser Al Shamsi, Director of the 

department, and a number of offi cers.

Al Rumaithi was briefed about the work 

of the service centre, the degree of 

customer satisfaction, as well as the 

processes involved in inspecting light 

vehicles at the main safety building. He 

stressed upon the importance of 

excellence in customer experience and the 

need for exceeding their expectations by 

completing transactions quickly and 

accurately. The latest tools, he said, should 

be maximised and human resource should 

be optimally utilised to achieve this.

Al Rumaithi instructed that the number 

Abu Dhabi Police organise region’s first police aviation conference
Leonardo also participated in the 

aviation exhibition.

Al Sharifi  stressed the keenness 

of Abu Dhabi Police to host 

specialised international 

conferences, in order to learn 

about the experiences of the best 

institutions around the world. 

This, he said, would greatly 

contribute to the continuous 

development and modernisation 

of policing and security work in 

the UAE.

He added that Abu Dhabi 

Police always arm its offi cers 

with scientifi c knowledge, 

training, the latest equipment, and 

international expertise, according to 

their strategy of maintaining security and 

stability through a modern police force 

that can deal with all challenges.

presentation of a self-service platform with 

security and automatic features, working 

on the basis of data entry and client 

recognition. It aims to provide a range of 

electronic services, security and social 

services, along with helpful information 

about the services.

Al Shamsi pointed out that clients prefer smart 

services provided multiple online channels 

making many options available to them.

MAJOR General Maktoum Ali Al 

Sharifi, Director General of Abu 

Dhabi Police, inaugurated a police 

aviation conference, organised by 

Abu Dhabi Police.

The fi rst of its kind conference in the 

region was participated in by the 

Department of Police Flight in Kuwait; 

Abu Dhabi Aviation; and Hawker Pacifi c 

Bell of America. Italian company 
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NEWSNEWS

Dhahi Khalfan stresses Anti-Narcotics Act must be deterrent for criminals
security by promoting drug abuse.

The provisions of the new Anti-

Narcotics Law were reviewed and a few 

amendments were proposed.

Brigadier Eid Mohammed Al Thani, 

Chairman of the Supreme National 

Committee for Combating Drug 

smuggling; Dr Hamad Abdullah Al 

Ghafri, Director General of the 

National Rehabilitation Centre and 

Chairman of the Supreme National 

Committee for Treatment, Rehabilitation 

and Social Integration; Brigadier 

Abdulrahman Mohammed Al Owais, 

Chairman of the Executive Office of 

the Council, attended the meeting, 

along with a number of representatives 

from tribunals, courts, and public 

prosecution offices.

LIEUTENANT General Dhahi Khalfan 

Tamim, Deputy Chief of Police and Public 

Security in Dubai and Chairman of the 

Anti-Narcotics Council stressed that the 

Anti-Narcotics Act should be deterrent for 

smugglers, drug traffi ckers and drug users.

During a meeting held at the Police 

Offi cers’ Club in Dubai, he said that the 

Anti-Narcotics Act must stand against 

anyone who tries to compromise national 

Al Nuaimi hosts Ajman Police detectives
MAJOR General Sheikh Sultan bin 
Abdullah Al Nuaimi, Commander-in-Chief 
of Ajman Police, hosted in his offi ce a 
number of staff from the Investigations 
and Criminal Investigations Departments 
and comprehensive police stations in a 
bid to lay out strategies for the initiative 
‘An Hour with the Commander’.

This initiative is aimed at enhancing 
effective communication between the 
commander and his staff.

Al Nuaimi praised their participation in 
the initiative. During this meeting, he 
discussed his career and how he triumphed 
over the challenges he faced. He stressed 
that positivity and innovation result in 

and video clips on the development of 
Ajman Police through time. He honoured 
the staff involved in the initiative, inviting 
them to communicate with him on a 
regular basis, using the electronic system 
‘My leader is my role model’, which 
facilitates direct communication.

success, excellence, and 
organisational progress.

He praised the continuous efforts 
of the staff in supporting the Ajman 
Police leadership, and their role in 
the force’s achievements, which 
include awards won at the local, 
regional and international levels.

Al Nuaimi listened to the 
suggestions of the staff and discussed 
with them ways to achieve the goals of 
Ajman Police.

After hearing out their suggestions, he 
immediately ordered that the necessary 
procedures be put in place.

Al Nuaimi also gave a presentation 

THE Social Support Centre of Sharjah Police, 

in collaboration with the Traffi c and Licensing 

Services Centre and the Sharjah Social 

Empowerment Foundation, has granted the 

wish of a group of orphans who wanted to 

Sharjah Police make orphans’ wish come true
spend the day acting as traffi c offi cers.

The group was accompanied by police 

patrols in learning about fi eld work as well 

as in receiving reports and transferring 

them to the competent authorities.

The services provided to the clients 

through the centre, the daily work 

volume, and the kind of transactions done 

by the centre employees were also 

explained to the group of children.
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COLONEL Dr Nasser Al Bakr Al Zaabi, Acting Director of the RAK 
Police Training Institute, and Lieutenant Colonel Expert Ibrahim 
Rashid Shukr, Head of the Training Department at the institute, 
attended the graduation ceremony for three training courses.

Attended by 64 participants, the courses were based on 
investigation skills and methods; simplifi cation of procedures; 
development of work methods; and systems of personnel affairs.

Colonel Dr Al Zaabi praised the Ministry of Interior for its 
keenness to raise the effi ciency level of all employees, in 
order to develop police work.

MAJOR Marwan Rashid Al Muqbali, Head of the Organised Crime 
Investigation Department at Umm Al Quwain Police, led the 
delegation of the Ministry of Interior at an international meeting.

Along with other offi cers, he represented the MoI at the meeting of 
the Working Group on Combating Human Traffi cking, under the 
United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organised Crime 
which was held in Vienna.

The delegation included Major Mohammed Hariz Al Rashidy from 
Abu Dhabi Police, and Captain Abdul Karim Mohammed Ali from the 
General Department of Federal Criminal Police at the Ministry of Interior.

Fujairah Police cut vehicle impoundment fees by 50% in Year of Zayed

RAK Police hold
graduation ceremony

UAQ Police officer leads MoI 
delegation at global meet

citizens and residents happy in the Year 
of Zayed and to raise awareness on 
traffi c violations on the other hand.

He stressed that Fujairah Police’s 
keenness to implement initiatives that 
contribute to reducing the number of 
traffi c violations.

The General Command also sought the 
commitment of offenders to avoid the 
recurrence of such offences.

Al Marri spearheads over disaster team meeting
A conference on the royal decree 
concerning the establishment of a Crisis 
and Disaster Management Team in 
Dubai, according to the directives of His 
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime 
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, 
was held in the emirate.

It was spearheaded by Major General 
Abdullah Khalifa Al Marri, Commander-in-
Chief of Dubai Police.

The conference reviewed the resolutions 
proposed during the previous meeting, as 
well as its implementation. It also set the 
stage for the discussion on the various 
aspects related to departmental measures 
in confronting any disaster.

Present at the conference were Major 
General Dr Ahmed Eid Al Mansouri Acting 
Assistant Commander-in-Chief of Criminal 
Investigation Affairs in Dubai Police; Major 
General Mohammed Saeed Bakhit, 
Director General of Dubai Police Services 
and Equipment; Brigadier Abdul Aziz 

Lieutenant Colonel Expert Ahmed Bu 
Raqiba, Head of the Crisis and Disaster 
Department in Dubai Police, presented a 
marine security project that aims to achieve 
effective disaster and crisis management.

Alyaa Al Dheeb, Strategic Communication 
Manager in the Dubai Government Media 
Offi ce, reviewed the role that the offi ce 
plays in cases of crises and disasters.

The group also talked about mechanisms for 
coordination with various media offi cials in 
Dubai government entities. Topics on the 
agenda included those presented by Dubai 
Municipality and the National Organisation for 
Emergency, Crisis and Disaster Management.

Ahmed Al Hajri, Chief of Special Forces; 
Brigadier Rashid Khalifa Al Falasi, Assistant 
Director General for Fire and Rescue Affairs 
at the General Directorate of Civil Defence 
in Dubai; Brigadier Engineer Kamel Butti Al 
Suwaidi, Director General of Operations, 
Dubai Police; Khalifa Hassan Al Dari, 
Executive Director of Dubai Ambulance 
Foundation, Dubai Electricity and Water 
Authority, Dubai Roads and Transport 
Authority; and offi cials from Dubai 
Municipality, Civil Aviation Authority of 
Dubai, Dubai Health Authority, Dubai 
Telecommunications Corporation, and the 
Dubai Government Media Offi ce.

THE Fujairah Police General Command 
announced a cut in vehicle 
impoundment fees by 50 per cent for 
non-dangerous offences.

The fee waiver window opened on July 
1 and would stay open till September 30.

Major General Mohammed Ahmed bin 
Ghanem Al Kaabi, Commander-in-Chief 
of Fujairah Police, said that the decision 
to cut the fee was taken in order to make 
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FACTS & FIGURES

13,000
The number of ‘We Are All Police’ applicants within 

one year of its launch, showing the signifi cance of the 

initiative, which is to involve members of society in 

maintaining security.

15
The number of lives rescued and saved by the Ministry 

of Interior’s Air Wing Department from various accidents 

so far in 2018.

3 per 100,000
The target decrease in the number road fatalities by 

2021 as part of the UAE vision to be safest country in 

the world. To achieve this, the Ministry of Interior 

reintroduced its successful road safety campaign, 

‘Summer Without Accidents’, across the country in July.

17%
Percentage decrease in the number of road mishap 

fatalities in the UAE during the first half of 2018 

compared to the same period in 2017.

Dhs 500, 4 black 
points
Fine and black points for violating the tyre safety 

requirements. It may be slapped along with the 

confiscation of vehicle for seven days.

“We are available 24/7 to offer support to police forces, 
particularly for reaching diffi cult or remote areas, both on land 
and on sea. The Air Wing Department, in cooperation with 
its strategic partners, aims to achieve ever higher degrees of 
success of the Ministry of Interior in reducing mortality rates.”

Lt Col Pilot Salim bin Youkha, Head of Air Operations at the Ministry of 
Interior, underscored the functions of the Air Wing Department in achieving 
national targets on safety and security and emergency response.

“The rate of road mishap fatalities has seen considerable 
percentage drop over the years. The Federal Traffi c Council, 
the directorates of traffi c and patrols in the country, as well as 
other relevant bodies in the fi eld of traffi c and road safety have 
indeed done a commendable work in terms of achieving the 
Ministry of Interior’s goal to bring down road fatalities to three 
persons per 100,000 residents by 2021.”

Lt General Saif Abdullah Al Sha’far, Undersecretary at the Ministry of 
Interior, commending the Federal Traffic Council, for the drop in road 
fatalities in the UAE.

P
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Following the initiative of His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,

Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai,

We would like to extend our appreciation to a great leader who has won the 
hearts of his citizens through love, dedication and modesty;

the man who works day and night for the advancement of his people and 
the symbol of loyalty and leadership: His Highness

Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces.

Thank you, Mohammed bin Zayed
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NEWS

UAE NEWS BULLETIN
POLICE NEWS, PEOPLE, NUMBERS AND EVENTS

Two men accused of harassing a woman each got a fi ne of 

Dhs10,000 and a month in jail. First, one of them had followed 

and cornered her in a shopping centre and demanded that she 

add him on SnapChat. The victim ignored him and left the place, 

but as she got into her car, the second man came to her window 

and asked her the same thing. He showed his friend’s SnapChat 

account to the victim, and that helped the police track them 

down after the woman lodged a complaint.

ABU DHABI

Dhs10,000 + 1 month
 

AJMAN

8pm

A woman who was in danger of losing a fi nger, 

after a ring got stuck and blocked blood 

circulation, was helped by Ajman Civil Defence. 

They got a call from a hospital around 8pm and 

rushed to the aid of the woman. Civil defence staff 

used special tools to remove the ring, and the 

woman’s fi nger was saved.

The UAE Police scored a major victory in its fi ght 

against wildlife traffi cking after Dubai Police 

intercepted a total of 1,849 pieces of illegal ivory at 

the Dubai International Airport. The smugglers had 

tried to camoufl age the ivory pieces by painting them 

black and hiding them in boxes of shoe tags. 

However, their modus operandi to smuggle the 

forbidden materials from an African country to an 

Asian country that’s known to trade in illegal ivory 

was foiled by the police force. 

DUBAI

1,849
A fi ve-member gang – 

three Arabs and two 

Africans – stood accused 

of armed bank robbery. 

They had threatened the 

staff and the customers, 

grabbed the bank’s cash, 

and fl ed in a matter of 

minutes. Eyewitness 

accounts and CCTV 

footage helped the police 

bust the gang.

Dubai Police

SHARJAH

5
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A fi re broke out in a residential apartment block in an old 

industrial area, and 50 people were evacuated. No deaths 

were reported. Umm Al Quwain Civil Defence quickly 

brought the fi re under control. 

50
UMM AL QUWAIN

RAS AL KHAIMAH

Dhs130,000
In a 

bizarre 

incident, 

a GCC 

national 

stole 

some 

Dhs130,000 

worth of gold 

jewellery and precious watches from his fi ancée, 

and then he gifted her a car and other presents 

using the money he got after selling the items he 

stole from her. The man was arrested, tried, and 

sentenced to jail.

 

FUJAIRAH

2
Two siblings, male and female, died 

in a car accident in Fujairah. One of 

them who was driving the car lost 

control over the steering wheel, 

resulting in critical injuries that 

caused their death. 
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BY ABDUL BASIT

THE UAE’S GENERAL AMNESTY SCHEME

FROM AUGUST 1 TO OCTOBER 31 AIMS TO HELP 

EXPATS AND TOURISTS WHO ARE OVERSTAYING THEIR 

VISAS LEGALISE THEIR STAY IN THE UAE OR LEAVE 

WITHOUT FEAR

NO MORE HIDING:
STAY WITHOUT 

FEAR

COVER STORY
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I
f there’s any one country where the 

legal framework of governance is 

regularly improved, it has to be the 

UAE. It is done with a view of making the 

economy more sustainable and giving the 

right people to come to the UAE, and work 

or do business here.

Recent changes in residency visa laws 

and the amnesty for visa rules violators 

(the three-month visa amnesty window is 

open from August 1) are designed to give 

expats overstaying their visas a relief, and 

to aid their productivity and support their 

ambitions. Taken together, these measures 

are meant to make the UAE a happier 

country, which is an utmost priority on the list 

of the UAE government’s agenda.

At the heart of a new law adopted by 

Dubai, giving shorter working hours and 

more leaves to government employees, is 

an ongoing eff ort in the UAE to make the 

work environment conducive to learning, 

increasing career growth while promoting 

work-life balance. This is just one of the 

many landmark changes against the 

backdrop of a Cabinet decision on visa rule 

revisions for visitors, residents, and families.

AMNESTY WINDOW

Starting August 1, the UAE is rolling out an 

amnesty scheme for visa rule violators. The 

new legislative package will give a chance 

to violators to either rectify their legal status 

through paying nominal fees or leave the 

UAE voluntarily without prosecution.

On June 18 this year, Ali Mohammed 

bin Hammad Al Shamsi, Chairman of 

the Governing Board of the Federal 

Authority for Identity and Citizenship 

(FAIC), announced the general amnesty for 

residency law violators.

The amnesty scheme allays the fears 

of overstaying expatriates, reduces the 

burden on those facing hefty fi nes, and 

encourages illegal foreigners to make their 

status legal or voluntarily depart without 

facing a future ban. The scheme, which 

will end on October 31, is called ‘Protect 

Yourself by Modifying Your Status’.

Those who entered the UAE illegally are 

also permitted to leave the country without 

prosecution, but they’ll be banned from re-

entering for two years.

Employers should take this opportunity 

to conduct audits to ensure that they have 

the correct working permissions and, if not, 

take steps to correct the employees’ status 

during the amnesty period. 

HUMANITARIAN INITIATIVES 

This year’s amnesty scheme is not the 

fi rst visa-related humanitarian initiative 

by the UAE government. During the past 

two such schemes in 2013 and 2007, 

more than 400,000 illegal residents 

benefi ted. Two others had been held in 

2003 and 1996. During the two-month 

amnesty in 2012-2013, the Ministry of 

Interior issued 61,826 exit permits to 

people of diff erent nationalities. In the 

2007 amnesty, 341,958 illegal residents 

across the UAE benefi ted.

Brigadier Saeed Rakan Al Rashdi, Acting 

Director General of Foreigners Aff airs 

and Ports Department, urged all violators 

and sponsors to take advantage of the 

amnesty and the facilities provided by the 

government. He added that, “This year’s 

amnesty scheme is far better than the 

previous ones, as it off ers an opportunity for 

the off enders to get a job, without having to 

leave the country.”

The offi  cial also warned that missing this 

opportunity would expose any residency law 

violators to legal consequences, including 

prosecution and fi nes.

The new legislative 
package will give a 

chance
to violators to either 

rectify their legal status
through paying nominal 

fees or leave the
UAE voluntarily without 

prosecution

This year’s amnesty scheme 
is far better than the 
previous ones, as it off ers an 
opportunity for the off enders 

to get a job, 
without 
having to 
leave the 

country

to get a job,
without
having to
leave the

country

BRIGADIER SAEED RAKAN
AL RASHDI

Acting Director General of Foreigners Aff airs 

and Ports Department
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DIPLOMATS WELCOME THE MOVE

THE NUMBERS

Aug 1 - Oct 31
Start and end of the general amnesty scheme 

3 months
Length of the amnesty scheme period

MUHAMMAD IMRAN

Ambassador of Bangaldesh

to the UAE

“Whoever is staying 
illegally should make 
use of the opportunity 

to obtain legal status or leave the country.” 

SAGAR PRASAD 

PHUYAL

Charge d’Aff aires at the 

Embassy of Nepal

“It is good news, and 

I am sure many will 

be happy to use this 

opportunity given by the UAE authorities.”

CHARITHA 

YATTOGODA

Consul General at the 

Consulate General of Sri 

Lanka

“My government 
welcomes the 
commendable 

decisions taken by the leadership of the UAE. 
The reforms are a win-win situation not only for 
Sri Lankans but also for large a number of other 
nationalities who reside in the UAE.”

ROWENA PANGILINAN-

DAQUIPIL

Charge d’Aff aires at the 

Embassy of the Philippines 

in Abu Dhabi

“Those working 

part-time who have 

overstayed their visas 

would be wise to come forward now to legalise 

their stay in the UAE and then eventually look for 

appropriate employment.”

Embassies and consulates welcomed 

the amnesty scheme and praised the 

Cabinet decisions to relax the visa 

procedures in an expatriate-friendly way. 

They said that with the new visa rules, 

job-seekers would get ample time to 

look for jobs in the UAE. These reforms 

refl ected the UAE’s global position as a 

welcoming nation, extending a helping 

hand to needy people, they added.

Another important initiative is giving 

foreigners in need of refuge a one-year 

residence visa and exemption from fi nes, 

regardless of their residency status at 

the time of making the application. The 

period for applying for this one-year 

residency visa also begins on August 

1, 2018, and is expected to continue 

October 31, 2018, as part of the UAE’s 

initiatives to provide on-going support 

to people from war-torn countries.

In this regard, the UAE Cabinet, 

chaired by His Highness Sheikh 

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 

Vice President and Prime Minister of 

the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, adopted 

the resolution.

WHAT THE DIPLOMATS SAY

62,000
The number of illegal residents who benefi ted 

from the last amnesty scheme in 2012-2013 

342,000 
The number of illegal residents who benefi ted 

from the amnesty scheme in 2007
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It is expected that thousands of overstaying people will get the benefi t of the general amnesty scheme starting August 1. Here are a 

few cases where people have been eagerly waiting for this scheme.

HAPPINESS FORMULA

On July 1 this year, the Government 

of Dubai announced a landmark 

decision to grant longer leaves and 

shorter working hours to government 

employees in the emirate.

According to a new human 

resources law, the annual leave for all 

government employees in Dubai has 

been increased. Under the new law, 

employees of Grades 8 to 11 will get 25 

paid leaves compared to the 22 they 

got previously; while those of Grade 7 

and below will get 18 days’ paid leave 

instead of 15 days.

This is amongst several new benefi ts 

stipulated by the law, announced by 

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 

Rashid, in order to provide a “supportive 

work environment” for employees in the 

government sector.

“The new law translates our vision for a 

better future for our employees and giving 

them happiness,” HH Sheikh Mohammed 

tweeted. “We aim to accomplish the 

requirements of success by giving our 

employees a stable environment in both 

employment and social sectors.”

Hailing the new law, HH Sheikh Hamdan 

bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 

Crown Prince of Dubai and Chairman of 

the Dubai Executive Council, tweeted: “It 

is an important boost to Dubai’s ongoing 

eff orts to update the work environment 

and institutional infrastructure of 

the government and maintain 

international standards.”

Amongst other new articles in the 

law is an annual travel allowance for 

Emirati employees’ family members 

aged under 21 years, instead of 18. 

Expat employees will receive travel 

allowances for three children aged 

under 21 years.

People of determination – this is the 

phrase that the UAE uses for people 

with some kind of a disability – have 

been given additional benefi ts, with 

reduced working hours, depending on 

necessity, and right to fi ve special paid 

leaves. They will also be given priority 

in employment opportunities.

EXPATS KEEN TO UTILISE AMNESTY WINDOW

FOR THE CHILDREN

Another case is that of a 46-year-old 

Asian woman. She and her two children 

have lived in Dubai without a visa for 

the past eight years. She has also lost 

passports. The woman, who arrived in the 

country in 1995, has lived here with the 

hope of a general amnesty programme 

like this to legalise her status. Her life fell 

apart in 2009 – that’s the year when she 

lost her business and her husband also left 

her for another woman. 

GOING HOME WITHOUT 

PROSECUTION

Still another case is that of an Asian man, 

who has lived in the UAE illegally for the 

past 30 years. Finally, he’s going home 

with the help of Dubai Police. The 67-year-

old man was arrested in October 2017 and 

was sentenced to 20 days for violating the 

residency law, according to Dubai Police. 

His visa was cancelled in 1987 and since 

then he has been an illegal resident.

FRESH START

One of the cases is of a European 

woman and her six children. They’ve lived 

in Sharjah for the past two years on charity 

and without residency visas. They are 

hoping that the amnesty scheme would 

give them a second chance to continue 

their legal life in the UAE. The single 

mother has three boys and three girls 

aged four to 16 years, and she wants to 

fi nd a fresh start in the UAE.
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Following the initiative of His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,

Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai,

We would like to extend our appreciation to a great leader who has won the 
hearts of his citizens through love, dedication and modesty;

the man who works day and night for the advancement of his people and 
the symbol of loyalty and leadership: His Highness

Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces.

Thank you, Mohammed bin Zayed



COLUMN

A NEW APPROACH FOR A 
CARING NATION

Tim Maycock is Director of Maycock Training
Ltd, an international consultancy fi rm

 Recent changes in visa and residency laws in the UAE are
 based on emotional intelligence and a generosity of spirit
rather than a blanket punishment policy

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily refl ect those of the Ministry of Interior

M
igration is a very ‘hot topic’ around the world these 

days. For some years in Europe, there has existed a 

‘refugee crisis’, where we see thousands of people 

from poor African and Asian countries sail through 

oceans at the mercy of unscrupulous human traffi  ckers.

These poor souls are fl eeing from starvation, poverty, disease, 

or perhaps are merely tempted by the promise of a better life, but 

are often duped by the traffi  ckers into parting with a great deal of 

money. They’re then sent on a perilous journey, at the end of 

which they either drown, or if their lives are 

spared, are arrested and interned pending 

repatriation by the authorities of whichever 

European country they landed on. It’s fair 

to say that many are allowed to stay, but 

these are the lucky ones.

We heard in recent times of the plight 

of the Rohingya people, living in Myanmar 

(formerly Burma) close to the border with 

Bangladesh. These unfortunate people, 

who were being mercilessly persecuted 

by rape, torture, massacre, somehow had 

to escape. In their hundreds of thousands, 

they crossed the border, hanging on to 

life by a slender thread, to a less than enthusiastic welcome.

My friends, when we consider any migration issues in our fair 

country, we should be thankful for the comparative tranquillity of 

our situation and particularly in the integrity, compassion, and 

wisdom of our rulers. Is it any wonder that so many crave a new 

life in the UAE? And not necessarily needy people alone. There 

are plenty of the talented or wealthy individuals, too.

Of course, for many years, people from countries all over the 

globe have fl ooded into the Gulf states, attracted by the 

affl  uence, the opportunities, the lifestyle, and many of these 

people bring much added value to the nation. On the fl ipside, 

there are those who come looking for an ‘easy ride’, who want to 

The UAE is moving 
in the right 
direction, and 
that’s a joy for all 
of us to see, and a 
great credit to our 
insightful leaders

take but are not prepared to give.

Because the UAE is a very desirable place to live, it’s important 

that while the lawmakers would not wish to appear stringent, they 

must also ensure that expatriates stay here for the right reasons. 

Once a person’s residency visa expires for whatever reason, 

historically the law has been quick to employ punitive sanctions; 

but increasingly, our nation’s leaders have drawn on their 

emotional intelligence to realise the detrimental results that such 

enforcement can have.

Recently, therefore, the law has been 

comprehensively reviewed to allow a more 

relaxed and liberal approach to this issue, 

amongst others – the aim is rectifi cation, not 

punishment. From August 1 this year, 

violators of visa time limits will be given the 

opportunity to pay nominal fees or, 

alternatively, leave the country without fear 

of prosecution.

This can only be positive in the sense 

that it’s crucial to the growth of the UAE 

on the global stage as a modern, forward-

thinking, fi rm but fair nation, a society for 

the 21st century.

When you look around and assess the immigration policies of 

other countries, it does make you wonder: “How generous is the 

UAE in the way it hosts expatriates, whether they be long-term 

workers or short-term holidaymakers, both of whom should be 

appreciated for their contribution to the economy?” And that, of 

course, is exactly what this new approach is about. Let’s take a 

step back, enforce the law when necessary, but don’t overreact 

when there’s an oversight, or an administrative slip, or whatever. 

That turns people off  and does nothing to enhance our 

reputation as a caring nation.

The UAE is moving in the right direction, and that’s a joy for all of 

us to see, and a great credit to our insightful leaders. 
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Established in 2006, Techno Cast Precast (TCP) is now among of the UAE’s most 
respected independent suppliers of precast concrete products to the construction 
industry. Our service is complete and covers each and every aspect of precast 
concrete products, from design, manufacturing and testing, through to installation on 
site. 
Production at our manufacturing plant is carried out using the most modern of 
methods and equipment for our range of precast concrete products, ensuring that 
the highest standards of quality are achieved. As an independent company we have 
enjoyed planned, consistent growth and have built up an enviable reputation for the 
quality of our products and excellent relationships with our customers. 
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POLICE FORCES IN THE UAE ARE CRACKING DOWN INTERNATIONAL 

FUGITIVES AS PART OF THE AGENDA OF THE MINISTRY OF 

INTERIOR TO ENHANCE INTERNATIONAL SECURITY, WHICH IN TURN 

STRENGTHENS NATIONAL SECURITY

BY K NIVEDITA

NO HAVEN
FOR

FUGITIVES

Security And Safety For All
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NO HIDING IN THE UAE

The Wanted Persons 
Department of Dubai 
Police has recorded 98 per 
cent success in executing 
the arrest warrants 
received from other 
countries. 

Police forces’ crack 
down on international 

fugitives holed up here 
as the country marches 
towards the national 
agenda of the Ministry 
of Interior – the goal is to 
make the UAE the safest 
place in the world by 2021

G
oing on the run – that’s the 

fi rst thing most criminals do 

when they know that the 

law would be in hot pursuit. 

Those who can aff ord it, usually hop on to 

a plane and escape to another territory. 

Unless two countries have an extradition 

treaty, there’s really no obligation for one 

nation to hand over a wanted person 

to another nation, and the accused 

takes advantage of this. But if they land 

anywhere in the UAE, they’re certain 

to be hunted down and deported back 

to the country where they’re wanted. 

The UAE police forces spearheaded by 

the Ministry of Interior do both in order 

to enhance security at the global level 

because national security works hand in 

hand with international security in line 

with international diplomatic relations.

Take this case in June 2018. A plane 

from Dubai landed in an Asian country 

carrying a notorious passenger. He was 

a businessman and strongman who, in 

2012, had locked 259 workers inside 

a chemical factory and set it on fi re, 

allegedly because some payments had 

not been made to him. Soon after, he 

had fl ed the country. A court sentenced 

him to death in absentia. The manhunt 

intensifi ed around the beginning of June 

when Interpol issued a red notice for the 

fugitive. The UAE, one of the members of 

the international police network, began to 

track the wanted man. 

“He was identifi ed from his photo to 

have entered the UAE using someone 

else’s passport. We identifi ed his ID within 

10 days after we received his red [notice] 

from Interpol,” says Colonel Saeed 

POLICING

Abdullah Al Qamzi, Deputy Director of 

the Wanted Persons Department of Dubai 

Police. The businessman was arrested, 

confessed to his crime, and justice is 

fi nally being meted out in his country. 

In the same month, Ajman Police 

arrested four people who were wanted for 

murder in their home countries and were 

on Interpol’s list. In March, yet another 

fugitive, a high-profi le former ambassador 

of an Asian country, was halted in his 

tracks in the UAE. He was accused of 

embezzling $14 million (Dhs51.38mn) 

through a deal in which four planes were 

bought for the national air force. The 

ex-diplomat was detained in Abu Dhabi 

after an Interpol notice was issued for him. 

The accused was held in a Dubai prison, 

and his lawyers said that he was willing to 

undergo trial in his home country.

If someone is on the run from their 

own government and is hiding out in 

the UAE, they’ve made a mistake. This 

is no haven for fugitives.

Police forces’ crack down on 

international fugitives holed up here 

as the country marches towards the 

national agenda of the Ministry of 

Interior – the goal is to make the UAE 

the safest place in the world by 2021. 

The Wanted Persons Department 

of Dubai Police has recorded 98 per 

cent success in executing the arrest 

warrants received from other countries. 

In 2018 alone, it has caught 47 people 

wanted by other countries and 

handed over 18 of them. In 2017, it had 

nabbed 241 internationally wanted 

people; and in 2016, the fi gure was 

227. “All suspects had Interpol notices 

against them for criminal and fi nancial 

cases. We handed over 68 wanted 

suspects to their countries last year, 

six of whom were wanted for murders 

in their home countries,” says Colonel 

Saeed Al Ayali, Director of the Wanted 

Persons Department at Dubai Police. 

In Ajman, four foreigners, wanted 

by Interpol in murder cases in other 

countries, were arrested in 2017.
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What is the purpose of an 

Interpol Red Notice?

A Red Notice is a request to 

locate and provisionally arrest an 

individual with pending extradition. 

It is issued by the General 

Secretariat at the request of a 

member country or an international 

tribunal based on a valid national 

arrest warrant. 

Interpol cannot compel any 

member country to arrest an 

individual who is the subject 

of a Red Notice. Each member 

country decides for itself what 

legal value to give a Red Notice 

within their borders.

Does Interpol issue arrest 

warrants for wanted people?

No, they are wanted by a country 

or an international tribunal. When 

Interpol publishes a Red Notice 

this is simply to inform all member 

countries that the person is wanted 

based on an arrest warrant or 

equivalent judicial decision issued 

by a country or an international 

tribunal. Interpol does not issue 

arrest warrants. 

Who are the subjects of Red 

Notices?

Red Notices are issued for 

people sought for prosecution 

or to serve a sentence. When 

the individual is sought for 

prosecution it means he is 

suspected of committing a crime 

but has not yet been prosecuted 

and so should be considered 

innocent until proven guilty.

Source: www.interpol.int

RED NOTICES

NATIONAL AGENDA
What drives the UAE’s stringent action 

on sending back foreign criminals? One 

big motivation is UAE 2021 Vision, which 

aspires to make the country a world 

leader in socio-economic development, 

amongst other parameters. 

According to the Ministry of Interior, the 

UAE is doing well on its national agenda 

indicators, from crime control to reducing 

road accidents per 100,000 population. It 

has been ranked fi rst in the world in terms 

of the least amount of crimes related to 

sexual assault and theft. Around 98.6 

per cent of the country’s residents had 

said that they felt safe and secure even 

at night. Deporting wanted criminals and 

sending them back to face justice in their 

home country is part of the Ministry of 

Interior’s contribution to enhance safety 

and security not just in the country and 

region, but in the whole world.

EYES EVERYWHERE
But why do some accused still hide in 

the UAE despite the stringent security put 

in place by the authorities? It may be that 

many of them are following the general 

fl ow of people from their home country 

to the UAE and hoping to remain invisible 

in the crowd. According to a United 

Nations study in 2017, the UAE has the 

largest number of immigrants per head 

of its population, being home to 200 

nationalities. In this melee of accents, 

how diffi  cult can it be to get lost and 

never be found? 

Whoever thinks so is wrong, because 

the police forces here are extra vigilant. 

Major General Abdullah Khalifa Al Marri, 

Commander-in-Chief of Dubai Police, 

says, “The UAE is one of the countries 

that follows all international publications 

issued by all countries regarding those 

involved in crimes. In addition, exchange 

of information amongst member states of 

Interpol, especially in relation to crimes, 

is important.”

The UAE is one of the 
countries that follows all 
international publications 
issued by all countries 
regarding those involved 
in crimes. In addition, 
exchange of information 
amongst member states 

of Interpol, 
especially 
in relation 
to crimes, is 

important

MAJOR GENERAL ABDULLAH 
KHALIFA AL MARRI

Commander-in-Chief of Dubai Police 
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Catching suspects wanted in a foreign 

country also treads the fi ne line of 

diplomacy in generating goodwill. In 

case a foreign fugitive has taken shelter 

in the UAE, that foreign country would 

appreciate the help from the UAE.

In March, for instance, an accused 

who was wanted in connection with 

serial bomb blasts in a big city of another 

country was apprehended in cooperation 

with the police in the UAE. There was an 

Interpol red notice for him and he was 

said to be a “big catch” for investigators. 

The authorities in his home country have 

taken into account the role played by the 

UAE and said that it would lead to stronger 

diplomatic ties between the two nations.

NETWORK OF

UNDERSTANDING
Can a criminal be declared ‘wanted’ 

in another country, where he has not 

broken the law? Technically, it’s not 

mandatory, under international law, for a 

country to hand over a person to another 

nation. However, various countries have 

come together to build a network of 

understanding, under which they refuse 

to harbour one another’s fugitives. 

The UAE has extradition treaties with 

a number of nations, including India 

and the Philippines. Wanted people are 

caught and deported at the request of 

the governments of these countries. 

“Extradition agreements are important 

because they send the message that you 

can’t hide here, that the UAE will not give 

you refuge or protection,” said Dr Mustafa 

Alani, an expert in UAE law and Director 

of the Department of Security and 

Defence Studies at Gulf Research Centre.

While extradition treaties streamline the 

process, the UAE may also deport a criminal 

if the country that seeks him/her has a valid 

case and the paperwork is in order.

ROLE OF INTERPOL
The Interpol plays a major role in 

fl ushing out a suspect hiding in another 

country. Interpol often issues a “red 

notice”, which signifi es that a person is 

wanted by a national jurisdiction.

“The police have teams specialised 

in tracking down suspects and they are 

deployed across the country. We follow 

any extradition fi le from any country after 

a red notice from Interpol,” says Major 

General Khalil Ebrahim Al Mansouri, 

Assistant Commander-in-Chief for Criminal 

Investigation Aff airs of Dubai Police. 

This system, which acts as an umbrella 

for various countries to work together, 

also helps the UAE. For instance, the 

Criminal Investigation Department of 

Dubai Police asked the Interpol to issue 

202 red notices in 2017, and 178 notices 

in 2016. This led to 14 wanted suspects 

being returned from other countries to 

the UAE last year.

BORDERLESS CRIMES
Today, the Internet makes it possible 

for crooks to carry out crimes in faraway 

Extradition 
agreements are 

important because they 
send the message that you 
can’t hide 
here, that 
the UAE will 
not give you 
refuge or 
protection

DR MUSTAFA ALANI
Director of the Department of Security and 

Defence Studies at Gulf Research Centre

FORENSICS SCIENCEPOLICING

98.6% 
UAE RESIDENTS WHO SAY THAT 

THEY FEEL SAFE AND SECURE 

EVEN AT NIGHT

98%
SUCCESS RATE OF DUBAI POLICE 

IN EXECUTING THE ARREST 

WARRANTS RECEIVED FROM 

OTHER COUNTRIES

47 
PEOPLE WANTED BY OTHER 

COUNTRIES WHO WERE CAUGHT 

BY DUBAI POLICE IN 2018

241
PEOPLE WANTED BY OTHER 

COUNTRIES WHO WERE CAUGHT 

BY DUBAI POLICE IN 2017

227 
PEOPLE WANTED BY OTHER 

COUNTRIES WHO WERE CAUGHT 

BY DUBAI POLICE IN 2016

THE NUMBERS

places without being physically present. 

One of the major upshots of this is the 

rise of fi nancial fraud. This new reality 

has also changed the way police forces 

function – they cooperate closely with 

their counterparts in other nations. 

Colonel Saeed Abdullah Al Qamzi, 

Deputy Director of the Wanted People 

Department of Dubai Police, says, 

“Convicted persons who are wanted for 

fi nancial cases involving credit cards or 

loans are extradited and prosecuted in 

other countries according to agreements 

with the UAE.” 

One such case was of miscreants 

from a foreign country who were living 

in Dubai using a call centre to swindle 

people in a third country. They had 

collected around $100mn through fraud. 

In March, the police from the suspects’ 

country coordinated with Dubai Police 

to bust the gang. The joint operation 

resulted in 23 people being arrested in 

Dubai and deported. The police from 

their home country were able to return 

thousands of dollars to fi ve victims 

robbed by these call-centre scammers.

The police have teams 
specialised in tracking 

down suspects and they are 
deployed across the country. 
We follow any extradition 
fi le from 
any 
country 
after a 
red notice 
from 
Interpol

MAJOR GENERAL KHALIL 
EBRAHIM AL MANSOURI

Assistant Commander-in-Chief for Criminal 

Investigation Aff airs of Dubai Police
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RECENT CASES

A bureaucrat from another country, who was accused of 

money laundering to the tune to several million dollars, was 

arrested in the UAE after a red notice was issued by Interpol 

in February. The case is sensitive in the bureaucrat’s home 

country and even came up for discussion in the parliament. 

What is known is that he was arrested in 2016 but had jumped 

bail, and fl ed the country. The bureaucrat’s brother was 

arrested in his country last year, for allegedly acting as a front 

to receive illegal money from a major infrastructure fi rm.

A 49-year-old man, who had been on the run for fi ve 

years after killing his father, a businessman, in another 

country, was arrested in Dubai last February. Police are 

looking into the angle that the father had accused him of 

robbery and a heated argument had followed. The police 

say that another man from that country saw the case 

being covered in a local TV report and recognised the 

suspect. He alerted the authorities, leading to his arrest. 

 In January, a medical student was shot by a spurned admirer 

in another country. Before dying, she recorded a video in which 

she named her murderer. By the time the police came looking 

for him, the murderer had fl ed to the UAE. He shaved off  his 

hair and beard in an attempt to change his appearance and 

hide. Acting on an Interpol red notice, Dubai Police formed 

a team to search through all the information regarding the 

murderer, until they detected his whereabouts. “A zero hour 

was set for his arrest. Despite trying to fool authorities by 

changing his appearance by shaving off  his beard and hair, the 

criminal was arrested,” said Major General Al Mansouri. The 

murderer was arrested and police found that he was guilty of 

an earlier murder. “A criminal or accused on our territory will be 

dealt with fi rmly and will be caught, no matter how much they 

disguise themselves,” he added.

1

3

2
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EXTRA MILE: PASSPORT 
OFFICER’S ACT OF KINDNESS

Ali Obaid is a veteran Emirati commentator and 
writer on local issues; he currently heads the News 

Centre at Dubai Media Incorporated

The passport officer from Hatta made headlines with his amazing act 
of kindness – the story is not just about him, but also about the values 
we must revive and apply to daily life

T
he summer heat is still scorching, and many Gulf 

nationals have travelled to other parts of the world, 

seeking cool or moderate weather. As they cross 

border after border, passing through airports, the faces 

they encounter are sometimes smiling, sometimes frowning as 

the offi  cers check documents. 

A smile on a passport offi  cer’s face may give a good impression 

about a country, and a frown may give a bad impression. This fi rst 

impression made by passport offi  cers in 

destination countries remains in a traveller’s 

mind. In fact, it’s the last impression the 

travellers take from the countries they visit.

Salem Al Badwawi, the passport offi  cer at 

the Hatta border port, reporting to the 

General Directorate of Residency and 

Foreigners Aff airs in Dubai, did something 

extraordinary for a Syrian family that was 

celebrating Eid by undertaking a trip to 

Muscat, Oman. 

Al Badwawi had just fi nished his night shift 

and was about to spend Eid with his own 

family. But then, he saw that a car had broken 

down near the Hatta checkpoint. The family of Syrian national Fateh 

Al Abed was looking utterly disappointed, the children in particular 

being very crestfallen — it seemed that they’d never make it to 

Muscat, as it was early morning on a public holiday, and a mechanic 

wouldn’t be available.

Now, what could Al Badwawi have done? He could have 

off ered to host them in his house, located near the border centre 

in Hatta. He could even off er to take them back to Dubai, where 

they live, in his own car.

But what he did was astounding: he off ered his own car to 

Al Abed so that their trip could continue, and he also off ered to 

have the broken down car repaired when a mechanic became 

By publicly praising 
Al Badwawi and his 
selfl ess act, the UAE 
leadership has drawn 
people’s attention 
back to the values 
that appear to be 
outdated now

available, and keep it ready for Al Abed to pick up 

on his way back through Hatta from Oman.

The amazed family at fi rst felt this was too big a favour to 

accept, but the passport offi  cer wouldn’t take no for an answer. 

He wanted the Syrian family to have a good Eid.

What the border control offi  cer felt was a small act of kindness was 

so surprising in this day and age that the news went viral. Salem Al 

Badwawi was praised by the Ruler himself. His Highness Sheikh 

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice 

President and Prime Minister of the UAE and 

Ruler of Dubai, ordered the offi  cer’s promotion 

to the rank of Staff  Warrant Offi  cer. Also, HH 

Sheikh Mohammed tweeted that Al Badwawi 

was a true example of a dutiful Emirati. 

Many wondered, what drove Al Badwawi 

to act in such a way. Was he expecting the 

huge reaction he got for his action? Was he 

hoping for a reward? It’s certain that when he 

committed that noble act, the offi  cer didn’t 

know that Al Abed would call the Al Bath Al 

Mubasher show on Radio Noor Dubai and 

the Sama Dubai channel, under Dubai Media 

Foundation, to share his experience with the audiences.

The 33-year-old passport offi  cer himself said, in response to 

the media attention, that he was only following the teachings of 

the late Sheikh Zayed, the country’s founding father.

By publicly praising Al Badwawi and his selfl ess act, the UAE 

leadership has drawn people’s attention back to the values that 

appear to be outdated now. The leadership has shown people a 

way back to our roots, and those roots are based on goodness, 

dutifulness, and selfl essness.

Salem Al Badwawi does not represent himself; he represents a 

police system based on dedication to service to society. He also 

represents a society based on goodness and charitable deeds.

COLUMN

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily refl ect those of the Ministry of Interior
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Formerly known as Mercure Centre Hotel Abu Dhabi, 
the 215 room hotel is situated in the heart of 

Abu Dhabi’s bustling business district of Hamdan street.
Upgraded to 4 star hotel, Novel Hotel City Center is

the new brand of Danat Hotels & Resorts a division of 
the National Corporation for Tourism & Hotels (NCT&H).

WELCOME TO A BETTER EXPERIENCE
NOVEL HOTEL CITY CENTER

 

T +971 2 633 3555  F +971 2 621 0155

Novel Hotel City Center, PO Box 47136, Abu Dhabi, UAE

By Danat Hotels & Resorts

novel-danathotels.com

POP ADS indd 186 3/25/18 9:53 AM
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NO HOLES IN 
UAE’S NET FOR 
SMUGGLERS
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BY EMMA PROCTER

UAE POLICE FORCES CONTINUE TO SCORE BIG, BUSTING 

GANGS TRYING TO SMUGGLE ILLEGAL DRUGS AND OTHER 

PRODUCTS. THE MISSION TO ERADICATE THESE CRIMINALS AT 

THE COUNTRY’S BORDERS GOES ON, AND THE NET OF THE 

OPERATIVES IS GETTING WIDER AND TIGHTER

Security And Safety For All
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CUSTOMS

T
he UAE is one of the safest 

countries in the world, and what 

highly organised smugglers 

who try to cash in don’t realise 

is that the country’s borders are almost 

air-tight and law enforcement has eyes 

everywhere.

One of the major operations against 

smugglers smashed by the Ministry 

of Interior was the foiled attempt of 

four diff erent regional drug networks 

to smuggle more than seven million 

Captagon pills last year. One of these 

operations were carried out during May 

last year, when Abu Dhabi and Jordanian 

authorities collaborated in the arrest of 

two Arab men and seized 150,000 pills.

“The Federal Drug Control identifi ed 

the suspects who were staying in a hotel 

in Abu Dhabi. The narcotics were found 

stashed in cars parked near the hotel. We 

also found Dhs186,000 on them at the 

time of arrest,” said Col Saeed Al Suwaidi, 

Director-General of the Anti-Narcotics 

Federal Directorate and General Deputy 

Chairman of the Anti-Narcotics Council 

at the Ministry of Interior. Another striking 

illegal drugs smuggling crippled by the 

MoI in this series of operations was in 

mid-August last year, when the criminals 

attempted to smuggle 777,250 narcotics 

pills in a dhow.  

The UAE police forces wouldn’t stop on 

its mission to weed out smugglers, and 

it’s not only for the illegal drug trade. 

The mission to eradicate criminals at the 

country’s borders goes on, and the net 

of the UAE police forces is getting wider 

and tighter. 

Recently, cops arrested 13 members 

of four gangs behind a foiled attempt to 

smuggle 46 luxury cars worth a whopping 

Dhs11 million out of the country.

Major General Abdullah Khalifa Al 

Marri, Commander-in-Chief of Dubai 

Police, said that the suspects, of diff erent 

nationalities, entered the country on 

visit visas to steal fancy cars and then 

smuggle them out of the UAE. Major 

General Al Marri said that the smugglers 

had used “latest technology to steal the 

cars”; the vehicles were being taken out 

of the UAE in shipping containers.” 

Since the car thefts happened in 

diff erent emirates, busting the gang 

required a joint operation involving police 

forces in Dubai, Sharjah, and Ajman. Also, 

countering the technology deployed 

by the thieves, the police used some 

technology of their own.

Major General Khalil Ebrahim Al 

Mansouri, Assistant Commander-in-Chief 

for Criminal Investigation Aff airs of Dubai 

Police, said that the data analysis centre 

One of the major 
operations against 

smugglers smashed by 
the Ministry of Interior 
was the foiled attempt 

of four regional drug 
networks to smuggle 

more than seven million 
Captagon pills last yearCOL SAEED AL SUWAIDI

Director-General of the Anti-Narcotics Federal 

Directorate and General Deputy Chairman of 

the Anti-Narcotics Council at the Ministry of 

Interior

The Federal Drug Control 
identifi ed the suspects who 
were staying in a hotel in 
Abu Dhabi. The narcotics 
were found stashed in cars 
parked near the hotel. We 
also found Dhs186,000 on 
them at the 
time of 
arrest

o found Dhs186,000 on 
m at the 
e of 
est

Five major operations of the Ministry of Interior smashed regional drug 

cartels and seized more than seven million Captagon pills WAM

Four gangs of international car criminals arrested after stealing 46 high end 

motors from around the UAE Dubai Police
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TOBACCO TRICK
In November 2017, the General Administration of Customs, 

Abu Dhabi, had crumpled attempts to smuggle money and 

tobacco.

An Arab cargo truck driver, who tried to leave the 

country via the Mezyad Customs Centre, made the offi  cials 

suspicious. They did a thorough inspection of the vehicle 

and found 1,800 boxes of tobacco hidden inside garbage 

bags loaded in the vehicle.

Another vehicle, also driven by an Arab, was stopped by 

Customs and searched, revealing huge amounts of foreign 

currencies. WAM

spotted car robberies in various emirates 

and found that the gangs all had the 

same modus operandi.

Meanwhile, Lieutenant Colonel 

Adel Al Joker, Director of the Criminal 

Investigation Department, told local media 

how the police swooped down on the 

13 suspects. He said, “The data centre 

analysed the criminals’ methods and, after 

investigations, we discovered that diff erent 

gangs stole the fancy cars using the latest 

technology. They were reprogramming the 

cars’ systems and tried to smuggle them 

outside the country.”

Thirty cars were found in containers at a port 

and in a warehouse in Al Awir. Also, a dozen 

cars were seized from Sharjah and Ajman and 

four cars were used by the suspects.

“They stole diff erent cars like Bentley, 

Mercedes, Lexus, Rolls Royce, etc worth 

Dhs11 million. They had hidden the 

stolen cars in containers. Each container 

carried two cars,” said Al Joker. All the 

suspects have been referred to Dubai 

Public Prosecution. 

The concerted police action against 

these criminals is just one amongst the 

many remarkable cases of large-scale 

smuggling being paralysed by UAE police 

forces. As fast as the criminals come up 

with new and daring schemes, local law 

enforcements use advanced policing skills 

to stay one step ahead. 

2.6 MILLION CAPTAGON PILLS BRIGADIER DR RASHID 
MOHAMMAD BORSHID

Head of Criminal Investigation Department 

at Abu Dhabi Police

The two smugglers were 
arrested following close 
investigation, surveillance 
and intelligence gathering 
by a joint team from anti-
narcotics forces from Abu 
Dhabi Police and Dubai 

Police
Dhabi Police and Duba

Police

The strict crackdown campaign 

of Abu Dhabi Police on smugglers 

was able to foil the attempt of two 

Arab suspects to smuggle 2.6 million 

Captagon pills from the UAE to a 

neighbouring country last year.

Brigadier Dr Rashid Mohammad 

Borshid, Head of Criminal Investigation 

Department at Abu Dhabi Police, said that 

the two Arab suspects were arrested while 

loading the drugs on to a truck. ‘’The two 

smugglers were arrested following close 

investigation, surveillance and intelligence 

gathering by a joint team from anti-

narcotics forces from Abu Dhabi Police 

and Dubai Police.”

Brigadier Borshid said that the 

suspects were paid to carry out illegal 

operations for another person residing 

in a neighbouring country. 

Abu Dhabi PoliceSmuggled 2.6 million Captagon pills busted by Abu Dhabi Police
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CUSTOMS

made major contributions. Developed 

in-house, this pioneering smart system is 

fed with information on cargo from many 

channels, and it is connected to multiple 

channels of resources streamlining data 

on customs declarations of consignments 

and individuals.

The Risk Engine, which is managed 

by the Dubai Customs Intelligence 

Department, is responsible for profiling 

and analysing data to identify risks and 

intercept suspected consignments. 

The Risk Engine also contributes to 

fast clearing of risk-free transactions, 

which gives Dubai Customs the luxury of 

offering efficient services to its clients.

A major ‘White Salt’ seizure showed the 

alertness of Dubai Customs offi  cers and 

refl ected the importance of coordination 

between the department, the Ministry 

of Interior, and Dubai Police. In this 

operation, the smuggler concealed huge 

amounts of Captagon pills in animal guts 

and wrapped them in salt. Screening 

detected diff erent density in the barrels 

that carried the stuff . 

More than a tonne of these pills 

was discovered. Meanwhile, another 

contraband case saw officers of Jebel 

Ali Customs Centre seize 12kg of opium.

“Dubai is leading the way 

internationally in combating any 

attempts of smuggling to protect society 

from the hazards of drugs,” said Sultan 

bin Sulayem, Group Chairman and CEO 

of DP World and Chairman of Ports, 

Customs and Free Zone Corporation. 

“Being the first line of protection, 

Dubai Customs works hard to maintain 

Dubai Customs

Crackdown on smuggling called “White Salt” seizure made possible 

through the coordination of the Ministry of Interior and Dubai Customs

DUBAI CUSTOMS 
SEIZURES

In 2017, Dubai Customs made 

1,628 seizures against 1,347 in 2016, 

recording a 21 per cent increase.

The Department of Passenger 

Operations at the airport had the 

biggest share with 859 seizures; 

followed by Land Customs Centres 

Management with 699; Air Customs 

Centres Management with 58; 

Jebel Ali Customs Centres with 

nine; and Coastal Customs Centre 

Management with three.

Providing intensive training to Dubai 

Customs offi  cers and giving the centres 

the latest inspection equipment were 

amongst the reasons behind these 

impressive achievements.

Ahmed Mahboob Musabih, Director of 

Dubai Customs, said that the seizures 

of smuggled products and illegal drugs 

are part of the eff orts to protect society, 

economy, and security. “Dubai Customs 

was able to conduct a lot of seizures 

thanks to the successful cooperation 

with relevant government partners. 

Our coordination with other security 

departments in the country helped with 

many of the seizures,” he explained. 

The offi  cial added that the Risk 

Engine, developed by Dubai Customs, 

security while supporting the national 

economy, towards a full realisation of 

the objectives of the UAE Centennial 

Plan 2071, following the vision of His 

Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 

Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President 

and Prime Minister of the UAE and 

Ruler of Dubai.”

He added, “Dubai Customs regularly 

updates its systems and inspection 

devices, which helps the Dubai 

International Airport top the world 

airports for four years in a row in 

terms of the number of international 

passengers – 88.2 million in 2017.”

AHMED MAHBOOB 
MUSABIH

Director of Dubai Customs

Dubai Customs was 
able to conduct a 

lot of seizures thanks to 
the fruitful cooperation 
with relevant government 
partners. Our coordination 
with other security 
departments in the 
country 
helped 
with 
many 
of the 
seizures
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SULTAN BIN SULAYEM
Group Chairman and CEO of DP World and 

Chairman of Ports

Dubai Customs 
regularly updates 

its systems and inspection 
devices, which helps 
the Dubai International 
Airport top the world 
airports for four years 
in a row in terms of the 
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2017
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THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR IS KEEN ON MAKING SURE 

THAT ALL ROADS ARE SAFE DURING SUMMER, BUT 

IT’S ALSO IMPORTANT FOR MOTORISTS TO DO THEIR 

PART TO MAKE THIS A SUMMER WITHOUT ACCIDENTS

BY K NIVEDITA

MAKE IT
A SUMMER
WITHOUT

ACCIDENTS

TRAFFIC SAFETYTRAFFIC SAFETY
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TRAFFIC SAFETYTRAFFIC SAFETY

O
n a hot summer day last year, 

a super-expensive, ultra-fast 

car went up in fl ames at a 

fi lling station in Abu Dhabi. 

The alert attendants there put out the fi re 

quickly, but the burning car reinforced the 

idea that the UAE can’t go through a few 

hot months without vehicles catching fi re. A 

couple of years before this, another 

extremely pricey car had self-combusted 

and a video of that had gone viral.

The association of hot weather with 

burning cars, however, leaves a part of the 

summer story unsaid – the fact is that the 

UAE is one of the few countries in the world 

where the rate of road accidents in summer 

has been going down.

Indeed, summer is a tricky time for 

motorists – the high temperatures put 

vehicles under stress; they have to be 

properly maintained to make them safe to 

drive this season. The government, 

therefore, has been ceaselessly 

campaigning to make people aware of the 

need for maintenance. And the eff orts are 

yielding results, as the numbers show.

In 2016, there were more than 1,000 

road accidents across the UAE, of which 

961 were in summer. The following year, 

the number had fallen to 871, of which 137 

deaths were in summer. According to the 

Traffi  c Coordination General Directorate, 

there was a 14.57 per cent decrease in 

the number of road accident-related 

injuries during last summer compared to 

the previous summer – the fi gures are 

1,231 for 2017 and 1,441 for 2016. In the 

summer of 2018, the authorities are 

pushing to cut the death and injury 

numbers further. They are fuelled by the 

target of restricting road deaths to only 

three per 100,000 residents by 2021.

To this end, the Ministry of Interior has 

reintroduced its successful road safety 

campaign, ‘Summer Without Accidents’, 

across the country in July, when days of 

heat and humidity began to alternate. In its 

third year, the campaign involves public and 

private sectors in promoting vehicle safety. 

“The start of the summer vacation 

witnesses more land travel and higher 

numbers of road trips, and requires 

greater precautions related to vehicle 

safety, including tyre safety, conducting 

routine maintenance, and following the 

recommended load limits for vehicles,” 

said Major General Expert Engineer 

Mohammed Saif Al Zafeen, Assistant 

Commander-in-Chief for Operations at 

Dubai Police and Chairman of the Federal 

Traffi  c Council, at the launch of the 

three-month campaign. He hopes that 

incidents such as the one in which a lorry 

MAJOR GENERAL EXPERT 
ENGINEER MOHAMMED SAIF 

AL ZAFEEN
Assistant Commander-in-Chief for Operations at 

the Dubai Police and Chairman of the Federal 

Traffi  c Council

The start of the 
summer vacation 

witnesses more land travel 
and higher numbers of road 
trips, and requires greater 
precautions 
related 
to vehicle 
safety
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THE NUMBERS

Dhs500 and
4 black points 
Fine for driving with unfi t tyres

7 

Days a vehicle can be confi scated 

if it has unfi t tyres    

137
Fatalities on roads across the 

UAE in 2017 in summer

14.57%
Percentage decrease in the number 

of road accident-related injuries 

during 2017 summer compared to 

the same period in 2016

Source: Traffi  c Coordination 
General Directorate

The Ministry of Interior has 
reintroduced its successful 
road safety campaign, 
‘Summer Without Accidents’, 
across the country in July, 
when days of heat and 
humidity began to alternate 

caught fi re on the Dubai-Sharjah road last 

August, killing the driver trapped inside, 

wouldn’t be repeated. “Traffi  c accidents 

are a priority for offi  cials of the national 

traffi  c and patrol administrations, due to 

their undesirable eff ects, such as 

fatalities, injuries, and material losses that 

cost the country considerable sums of 

money,” said Al Zafeen.
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WATCH OUT

FOR SUMMER RAINS TOO

It’s not only the summer heat that causes 

accidents; summer rains can lead to mishaps 

as well. When strong winds and sudden rains 

lashed Dubai in early July, 252 traffi  c 

accidents were recorded in just three hours 

on one afternoon. One instance was of a 

vehicle that crashed into a road barrier. Police 

patrols scanned the streets to control traffi  c, 

remove obstacles such as fl ying traffi  c cones, 

and prevent serious accidents. Colonel Turki 

Abdul Rahman bin Faris, Director of the 

Command and Control Unit at Dubai Police 

said, “Motorists should always keep a safe 

distance between cars and adjust their speed 

to the weather conditions. They should allow 

extra time for their journey and check their 

planned route. It is also advisable to slow 

down as rain makes the roads slippery.

KEEPING PACE WITH RISING 

NUMBERS OF VEHICLES

A report by the Roads and Transport 

Authority, Dubai, showed that the 

number of vehicles had gone from 

740,000 at the end of 2006 to 1.4 

million at the end of 2014, an increase 

of 8.2 per cent annually, amongst the 

highest in the world. Fortunately, 

awareness of traffic rules has kept pace 

with the rising vehicle numbers, thanks 

to the government campaigns and 

initiatives undertaken by non-

government entities such as the portal 

RoadSafetyUAE. But, the ultimate 

responsibility of staying safe on the 

road is in the hands of the drivers.

A marketing executive says that when 

she had landed in Abu Dhabi a few years 

ago from her home country, she did not 

have a strong “driving hygiene”. She used 

to think that it was alright to keep the 

engine on, so that the air-conditioning 

could work while the car was being 

fuelled. “I read a list of dos and don’ts that 

was being circulated online as part of the 

‘Summer Without Accidents’ campaign last 

year. I found out that it was dangerous to 

keep the engine on while fuelling, as this 

could lead to the engine overheating in 

the summer months. Now, I’m very careful 

because I don’t want to damage my car or 

harm myself or my family,” said the 

32-year-old, speaking to 999. 

SAFETY CHECKS 

Nobody deliberately wants to endanger 

their lives, yet many do. What can we do to 

make the roads safer? Thomas Edelmann 

of RoadSafetyUAE told 999, “The summer 

months are actually quite low in accident 

and fatality numbers over the course of the 

year. However, due to the hot weather, 

certain types of accidents increase, such as 

tyre-related accidents, and accidents 

related to poor maintenance of vehicles. 

The summer months 
are actually quite 

low in accident and fatality 
numbers over the course 
of the year. However, due 
to the hot weather, certain 
types of accidents increase

COLONEL TURKI ABDUL 
RAHMAN BIN FARIS
Director of the Command and

Control Unit at Dubai Police 
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We want to underline the important role of 

tyre checks, the important pre-drive vehicle 

checks, and overall vehicle health checks, 

especially in the hot summer months.”

Burst tyres create some of the more 

gruesome statistics in summer. In 2017, 

eight people died and 35 were injured in 

accidents in Dubai caused by this factor. 

Edelmann said, “All vehicle tyres must be 

procured, fi tted and maintained properly, 

considering the taxing climate of the UAE. 

High temperatures can become a serious 

problem for tyres, especially if they’re not 

properly maintained. Incorrect infl ation 

pressures, poor wheel balance and 

alignment also contribute to a reduction in 

tyre life and safety.” 

TYRE SAFETY CHECKS

1 
Use only certifi ed tyres. Avoid fi tting 

tyres that may be substandard and 

potentially unsafe. Use the correct tyre type 

and dimension for your vehicle. Refer to the 

vehicle owner’s manual or ask for expert 

advice, if not sure. 

2 
Check the tyre pressures at least once 

per month using a reliable or calibrated 

gauge. The recommended pressures are 

quoted in the vehicle owner’s manual or on a 

sticker usually attached to a door frame or fuel 

cover. Make sure that the pressures are 

checked when the tyres are “cold”, i.e. driven 

less than 3km before the check.

3 
Front and rear tyres may be 

permutated (commonly called rotated) 

every 10,000km or as advised by the 

vehicle manufacturer, to even out the wear. 

A wheel balance and alignment check at 

this time will help the potential life of the 

tyre to be fully realised, as well as ensure 

safer driving.

4 
Respect the load and speed 

capabilities of the tyres fi tted to the 

vehicle by not exceeding the limit.

5 
Avoid driving over or near hazardous 

objects that could damage the tyres 

and make them unsafe or unfi t for service, 

for example, rocks, glass, and potholes.
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The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily refl ect those of the Ministry of Interior

COLUMN

W
e thought that concealed unemployment was 

obsolete – this refers to a time when 

organisations would hire graduates that they 

didn’t need, and their salaries burdened the 

budgets of such organisations. There would be more than one 

employee for work that could easily be done by one.

It seems that the problem remains in some government 

organisations, taking various forms in the hands of the 

managers and offi  cials who’ve made an art 

out of reinventing it.

We often hear and read about employees 

who complain about new forms of 

concealed unemployment in the 

government organisations they work for. 

This is manifested in marginalising them 

and distancing them from their duties, and 

handing over such duties to others without 

clear reasons. 

This kind of concealed unemployment is 

more diffi  cult than what it used to be, as in the 

past, there was no spite amongst employees 

and no employee was left to suff er in absolute 

boredom. It didn’t contribute to the loss of 

productive human resources with expertise 

that could help in developing organisations. 

But this new form of concealed 

unemployment, the marginalisation of 

employees, happens deliberately. It’s 

caused by offi  cials who don’t seem to 

realise the seriousness of the crime they 

commit against their organisations.

A strong leader is not strong by himself, 

but rather by the leaders he makes, and 

gives them opportunities to lead. It’s never smart to distance 

them, just because an offi  cial in power might feel intimidated by 

their strength and replace them with weaker employees. This 

situation becomes a ticking bomb for the organisation.

It makes them restless and fi lls their hearts with spite – this is 

CURING CONCEALED 
UNEMPLOYMENT 

Maysa Rashed Ghadeer is a 
prominent UAE writer interested in 

local affairs and a former member of 
the Federal National Council (FNC)

the contribution of an offi  cial who didn’t meet his responsibilities 

and wasn’t very honest, as he betrayed himself before betraying 

his colleagues and homeland. 

In the past, government organisations dealt with concealed 

unemployment with administrative systems. This was based on 

rotating jobs and distributing them in a manner that 

guaranteed equal opportunities and responsibilities amongst 

employees; this also created job opportunities for fresh 

graduates and contributed to the 

improvement of the organisation. 

Excellence in individual and 

administrative work lead to the 

development of organisational systems.

Unfortunately, now we’re surprised to 

see individual administrative practices that 

can counter such development because of 

offi  cials who are extremely selfi sh. 

The UAE today leads the world in 

progressive policies; the whole world’s 

attention is upon this country. At such a 

time, concealed employment and other 

forms of unemployment should be 

eradicated. The UAE has opened its 

arms for everyone to work and invest 

here, and it’s unreasonable to close its 

doors in front of its citizens through 

concealed unemployment and 

deliberate marginalisation by some 

managers. 

The UAE citizens are keen to serve 

their homeland; they deserve to be 

welcomed and guided rather than be 

marginalised. The homeland can only 

be built through their hands and the future waits for their 

off spring that cannot grow well unless the fathers get the care 

they deserve. They’re worthy of a healthy work environment 

where all conditions are meant to respect employees and 

boost their self-esteem. 

 A strong leader is not strong by himself, but rather by the leaders he
makes

In the past, 
government 
organisations dealt 
with concealed 
unemployment 
with administrative 
systems. This 
was based on 
rotating jobs and 
distributing them 
in a manner that 
guaranteed equal 
opportunities and 
responsibilities
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BY MAHA ISMAIL

SMART DEVICE APPS AND OTHER E-CHANNELS ARE 
MAKING IT POSSIBLE FOR UAE LAW ENFORCEMENT TO 

DIRECTLY ENGAGE THE PUBLIC IN PREVENTING AND 
COMBATING CRIME. A NEW APP NAMED ‘MY SAFE 

SOCIETY’ IS ALREADY GETTING RESULTS

‘MY SAFE
SOCIETY’ APP:

Guided by the view that maintaining security in 

the country is a task that involves all citizens and 

residents, the Federal Public Prosecution in the UAE 

has launched a new initiative. The ‘My Safe Society’ 

app has been designed to achieve community 

cooperation with law enforcement and the judiciary.

Under this initiative, if a citizen, resident, or even 

a tourist spots or suspects a crime or a criminal, 

he can report it directly to authorities through this 

smart device app. The person reporting it can do so 

anonymously.

The ‘My Safe Society’ initiative joins a list of police 

initiatives launched earlier with the same goal, including 

the ‘We Are All Police’ and ‘Aman’ initiatives in Abu 

Dhabi, and the ‘Security Service’ in Dubai. All these 

initiatives emphasise that security in the UAE is a shared 

responsibility of all: police, judiciary, private individuals, 

and the community. 
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SECURITY

HARNESSING INFOTECH

QUICK, EASY JUSTICE

The launch of the ‘My Safe Society’ 

app is in line with the UAE’s strategy to 

harness information technology for all 

kinds of security plans. It connects public 

prosecutors and social network users. 

Anyone can now report any lapse in 

security through social media.

While reporting a case, a user can 

upload a photograph, an audio or 

video, or a website link to support their 

information.

Counsellor Dr Hamad Saif Al Shamsi, 

Attorney General of the UAE, sees 

the ‘My Safe Society’ initiative as a 

way to achieve social collaboration 

with justice. He emphasised that the 

initiative aims to save time, money, and 

effort, and to make sure that the wheel 

of justice is progressing, which is the 

aspiration of all societies and lead to 

the happiness of the people.

The attorney general further called 

upon members of society to contribute 

to this mission by installing this app, 

This app aims to enhance community 

participation in fi ghting cybercrime, 

especially in light of the rapidly 

increasing use of social networks. The 

Federal Investigations Department 

directs all reports to the Federal Public 

Prosecution. 

The application makes 

it clear to users 

that the Federal 

Investigations 

Department monitors and receives 

communications, collects information, 

and takes action against anyone 

promoting ideas or beliefs that threaten 

the community. 

Security and stability in 
the community can only 

be maintained through joint 
eff orts by both 
residents 
and 
institutions, 
each in 
their own 
position

COUNSELLOR DR HAMAD
SAIF AL SHAMSI

Attorney General of the UAE

which is available on both Android and 

iOS. Reports can be lodged in Arabic 

and English, and they need to be clear 

and credible.

“Security and stability in the community 

can only be maintained through joint 

eff orts by both residents and institutions, 

each in their own position,” Dr Hamad Al 

Shamsi said.

DRUG PEDDLERS BUSTED
Within days of its launch, the ‘My 

Safe Society’ app led to the busting of a 

drug racket. The Federal Investigations 

Department received a complaint 

through the app, and arrested two 

young men, aged 21 and 30, for posting 

a promotional video on social media for 

cocaine and its abuse. 

The attorney general took 

cognisance of the report and directed 

the investigators to take immediate 

action on the drug peddler.

The Ministry of Interior, represented 

by the Ajman Police General 

Command, tracked down the drug 

sellers in Ajman in record time, and 

brought them to trial.
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COLONEL DR HAMOUD
SAEED AL AFARI

Manager of the Community Police Department 

at Abu Dhabi Police

In any society that has a high 
sense of responsibility for 
security, this is translated 
through the initiative of each 

person to report 
any crime. 
He or she 
should 
report 

whatever 
they see

COMMUNITY POLICE

and residents to become the eyes 

and ears for the police force. Chosen 

candidates have the power to resolve 

minor disputes.

Applicants are categorised according 

to gender, specialty, and the activities 

they prefer to engage in. They’re required 

to participate in awareness initiatives, 

community awareness programmes, or 

any new ideas that can be translated into 

programmes or initiatives. The community 

police offi  cers also give any relevant new 

information to community members and 

listen to people’s views and suggestions 

on security measures.

Colonel Dr Hamoud Saeed Al Afari, 

Manager of the Community Police 

Department at Abu Dhabi Police, said, 

“The We Are All Police initiative seeks 

to build bridges with members of the 

community to promote happiness and 

positive values and achieve greater 

security. Stability comes fi rst, since the 

development of society is only possible 

with the involvement of all members 

of society in all categories. Part of that 

process is achieving security. This is the 

basic foundation from which individuals 

can focus on creativity and development.”

A society, with high regard to security, 

reports any crime proactively. It has been 

proved that bigger problems can grow 

from minor violations that weren’t taken 

seriously at fi rst. That is why everyone 

should cooperate with the security 

authorities to fi ght and prevent crimes.

The offi  cer pointed out that the 

number of applicants in the ‘We Are All 

Police’ initiative crossed 13,000 within 

one year of the launch of the initiative, 

which aims to involve members of 

society in maintaining security.

One example of community crime-

fi ghting was a theft case, where a 

precious wristwatch was recovered from 

the thief with the assistance of a member 

of ‘We Are All Police’. This highlights the 

success of Abu Dhabi Police in utilising 

their close relationship with society to 

prevent and combat crime; and it also 

shows the public’s sense of collective 

social responsibility.

Calling the participation in ‘We Are All 

Police’ a “modern form of volunteering”, 

Col. Al Afari added that all applicants went 

through courses and workshops regulated 

by the HR training department in Abu 

Dhabi Police. Colonel Al Afari said that 

the initiative opened the door for all those 

who wished to serve the community.

One of the best initiatives for police-

community cooperation in Abu Dhabi 

is the ‘We Are All Police’ initiative. 

Introduced last year, it invites citizens 
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SECURITY

AMAN SERVICE 

One of the initiatives to achieve police-

community cooperation in Abu Dhabi is 

the ‘Aman’ service.

The Abu Dhabi Police General 

Command said that ‘Aman’ was a 

security line for direct communication 

with the public in order to enhance crime 

prevention and making people strategic 

partners in maintaining security.

Open 24/7, the communication channel 

enables people to give information on 

crimes, traffi  c, and social issues, while 

safeguarding their privacy. People 

can speak in Arabic, English, and 

Urdu on the toll-free number 002626 

(AMAN2626); by text message (2828); 

through the Abu Dhabi Police app; 

via Whatsapp on 056-8002626; on 

Instagram AdpoliceHQ; or e-mail to 

aman@adpolice.gov.ae

AL AMEEN SERVICE 

People can speak in 
Arabic, English, and

Urdu on the toll-free number 
002626 (AMAN2626); by text 
message (2828); through the 
Abu Dhabi Police app; via 
Whatsapp on 056-8002626; 
on Instagram AdpoliceHQ; 
or e-mail to aman@
adpolice.gov.ae

Amongst the police-community partnership initiatives in Dubai, there’s 

the ‘Al Ameen’ service. The information offi  ce of ‘Al Ameen’ explained that 

the communications encompassed crime, traffi  c, social issues, and general 

security matters. Crimes reported frequently included cyber-extortion, fraud, 

magic and witchcraft, and threats.

The media offi  ce added that ‘Al Ameen’ had succeeded in reinforcing 

relations with the public through various channels of communication, so 

that the people themselves took note of everything that threatened their 

security and acted upon their observation. 

The service is aimed at reaching out to diff erent segments of society, and 

raising awareness through lectures and campaigns. No information from the 

public is treated casually. Whatever the communication is about, it’s given 

due importance, and confi dentiality is maintained.

The ‘Al Ameen’ service is available through social networks 

such as Twitter, Instagram, Facebook, and SnapChat;

the toll-free number 8004888; the SMS number 4444;

the e-mail ID alameen@alameen.gov.ae; and the website 

www.alameen.gov.ae. Specialised translators can handle 

information given in other global languages.
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I
n one of the most famous Arabic 

poems that incorpora¬¬ted a complete 

set of wisdoms, the poet, Al-Taghraie, 

wrote:  

“My knowledge of myself made it 

precious to me,

So, I protect it from cheap, vulgar 

people.”

This litany of words means that the poet 

has recognized and appreciated the value 

of his mind too much, that prevents himself 

from dealing with mediocre people.  

This, in fact, is the problem of 

intellectuals all over history. For a wise 

man, who has built his character and 

developed his independent creative 

intellect, will soon fi nd himself stranger in a 

society of mediocrity, where you can fi nd 

all sorts of ignorance, arrogance and 

insolence. This isolation brings agony with 

it, best described by Al-Mutannabi: 

“Having minds, intellectuals suff er even 

in Paradise,

While ignorant people rejoice even in 

their misery.”

However, you can’t isolate yourself in 

an ivory tower nowadays, or to limit your 

relationships to a few like-minded friends. 

There are public places that you must visit 

sometimes to be able to know the 

workings of all the strata of society; 

places that have all sorts of people with 

whom you have to deal in your daily life. 

Here, an intellectual may fi nd many 

examples of disrespect and arrogance 

that can spoil his day.  

Therefore, when you fi nd intellectuals 

who hate to visit such public places and 

only seek refuge in their own sanctuary, 

this shouldn’t be interpreted as improper 

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily refl ect those of the Ministry of Interior

THE INTELLECT’S 
AGONY

Dr Samar Al-Shamsi is an internationally respected artist who is 
renowned for her commissioned portraits of high-profi le individuals, including 

the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, UAE President His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, US President Barack Obama, and others.

For a wise man, who has built his character and 
developed his independent creative intellect, will soon 
find himself stranger in a society of mediocrity

ARTS & SOCIETY

pride or lack of compassion. It’s rather the 

intellectual’s defensive tactic to safeguard 

their dignity and character.

Probably, the best policy to be followed in 

such cases is to master the art of “feigning 

ignorance” and let go as the Holy Quran best 

puts it “And when the ignorant address them, 

they say, ‘Peace’. However, practicing this 

principle needs considerable training, 

self-control and letting go. It’s 

a policy to minimize the 

intellect’s agony.

There are 
public places 
that you 
must visit 
sometimes 
to be able 
to know the 
workings of 
all the strata 
of society; 
places that 
have all sorts 
of people with 
whom you have 
to deal in your 
daily life
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CHILD SAFETY

BY MAHA ISMAIL

THE SUMMERTIME IS WHEN SCORES OF FAMILIES HIT THE 
POOLS OR THE SEA, THAT SOMETIMES LEAD TO CASES OF 
CHILDREN DROWNING. AN ABU DHABI POLICE CAMPAIGN 

HOPES TO PUT A HALT TO THIS

THEIR LIVES
ARE OUR

RESPONSIBILITY

Security And Safety For All

AUGUST 2018 53999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL



CHILD SAFETY

T
his is summer, and most families 

would go swimming in the sea 

and in family or communal 

pools. That means a greater 

need to pay attention to child safety.  

Let’s look back at the month of April 

this year, when the weather became 

warmer and the number of beachgoers 

increased. The Yas Police Station 

received a report from Abu Dhabi Police 

Operations Command and Control 

Centre, stating that an incident had 

occurred on a beach in Abu Dhabi. 

Immediately ambulance, rescue and 

Coast Guard teams moved to the spot.

Upon arrival, they found that two 

brothers, aged seven and eight, 

were drowned. Despite being given 

cardiopulmonary resuscitation and 

other treatment and being taken to the 

hospital, the seven-year-old child died.

The Abu Dhabi Police General 

Command expressed its deep regret over 

the painful incident. While conveying their 

condolences to the family, they called 

upon parents to monitor their children 

better and not allow them to swim alone. 

Further, said the police, families should 

allow children to swim only at places that 

are specifi cally meant for swimming, as 

those areas would have rescuers round 

the clock.

AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

In order to raise awareness about 

accidents involving children, including 

drowning, the Community Police 

Department of Abu Dhabi Police, 

in cooperation with the Traffi  c, 

Patrol, Emergency and Public Safety 

Departments and the Department of 

Security Information, organised an 

awareness campaign under the slogan 

‘Their Lives Are Our Responsibility’.

The campaign focused on making 

people, especially parents, aware of the 

dangers children might face in various 

situations, including leisure activities 

in summer. Mothers were asked not 

to rely entirely on nannies in taking 

care of children, whether at home or 

outside. The campaign also urges that 

all caregivers of children should learn 

first aid. Children should be taught the 

safety procedures required for a swim, 

families were told.

The total number of people covered 

by the campaign was 150,735; text 

messages were sent to 27,989 people; 

and 34 awareness lectures were 

attended by 13,880 people. In addition, 

9,000 brochures and pamphlets were 

distributed, and television and social 

media were used for discussions on the 

subject of child safety.

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Colonel Dr Hamoud Saeed Al Afari, 

Director of the Community Police 

Department in Abu Dhabi Police, 

responsible for the campaign ‘Their 

Lives Are Our Responsibility’, said that 

child protection is a family and social 

responsibility. The campaign promoted 

child safety, as well as the positive social 

values, he added.

The offi  cial said that the campaign was 

carried out through media outlets, Abu 

Dhabi Police social media accounts, and 

its website, plus ATMs and customer 

service screens. The department 

distributed awareness pamphlets and 

held seminars, educating parents 

about child protection and giving them 

instructions and tips to reduce risks. The 

campaign encompassed all segments of 

society and aimed to promote a culture 

of safety amongst young people.

COLONEL DR HAMOUD
SAEED AL AFARI

Director of the Community Police Department 

in Abu Dhabi Police

Our children are the shields of 
our homeland and protectors 
of its stability. Please don’t 

leave your 
children 
without 
caring 

guardians

Abu Dhabi Police awareness campaign against drowning 

The campaign urges 
that all caregivers of 
children should learn 
fi rst aid. Children 

should be taught the 
safety procedures for a 

swim
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Only those who had lost 
children would know what 
it’s like, so let’s 
all make their 
safety our 
responsibility

JASSEM OBAID AL ZAABI
Writer and lecturer in the fi eld of security 

Al Afari told families, “Your children are 

your responsibility. Children are the core of 

life, the fruit of hope, builders of tomorrow, 

people of the future, its ideologists and 

builders. Our children are the shields 

of our homeland and protectors of its 

stability. Please don’t leave your children 

without caring guardians.”

NEGLIGENCE KILLS

Talking about child deaths resulting 

from someone’s negligence, Jassem 

Obaid Al Zaabi, a writer and lecturer in 

the fi eld of security and social awareness, 

said that, “Only those who had lost 

children would know what it’s like, so let’s 

all make their safety our responsibility.”

He said that some of drowning 

incidents happen during the summer 

vacations often due 

to the negligence of 

the parents. Being 

cautious would 

prevent any incident 

that might leave one 

with bitter regret, 

added Al Zaabi.

The writer pointed 

out that swimming 

pools, whether private 

or public, are deeper 

than people normally 

realise, and that the 

seas become more 

dangerous the further 

a child moved away 

from the shore. At such 

places, they shouldn’t 

be left completely 

unsupervised. Several of the drowning 

incidents, he said, occurred when children 

played on the beach or a pool on their own.

Any family that wanted a private 

swimming pool at home needed 

to follow all the safety procedures 

associated with these pools, he said. 

Failure to do so might mean a child 

dying in the family’s own backyard. 

Swimming pools, 
whether private or 
public, are deeper 

than people normally 
realise, and that the 
seas become more 

dangerous the further a 
child moved away from 

the shore

DOS AND
DON’TS
NEAR WATER

Jassem Obaid Al Zaabi has some 

tips for safe swimming

• Don’t leave infants unwatched in a 

bathtub or next to a swimming pool.

• Don’t let a child play alone in a pool 

or seawater if s/he can’t swim at all.

• Do teach children aged 6 years or 

above how to swim.

• Do monitor children when they enter 

swimming pools or the sea even if 

they’re good at swimming.

• Do put a guard rail around a 

swimming pool at home.

• Do make sure that the child is 

wearing life vest.

• Do lock the doors and gates leading 

to an indoor swimming pool.

• Don’t let children swim away too far 

from the shore.

• Don’t leave an indoor/backyard pool 

always fi lled with water.

• Don’t let a child swim if your s/he 

has a medical history of convulsions 

and motor disabilities.
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BY MAHA ISMAIL

HOUSES IN THE UAE ARE PREDICTABLY EMPTY DURING THE 

SUMMER VACATIONS. HERE’S WHAT THE POLICE HAVE TO SAY 

ON STAVING OFF ROBBERS EVEN WHILE YOU’RE AWAY
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SECURITY

M
any UAE citizens and expats 

leave the country every 

summer – either to spend 

some time off  during holiday 

or to visit their home countries – and this is a 

very predictable pattern for robbers waiting 

to strike when the houses are empty.

What makes the robbers’ job easier is 

that the homeowners or tenants take few 

or no precautions to secure the house, 

even though it’s common knowledge 

that summer is the season for a spike in 

house break-ins.

Things that would be the obvious target 

for thieves, e.g. jewellery, precious items, 

car keys are kept in the house, and often, 

the holidaying family forgets to inform 

someone – a guard for example – that 

they’d be away and any sign of activity 

within the house should be treated as 

suspicious. Villa owners or fl at tenants 

have the option of signing up for the 

Home Security Service (HSS) available in 

most of the UAE’s police departments, but 

many of them don’t do so.

Everyone probably thinks that burglary 

is something that they’d only read about 

in newspapers – until it happens to them. 

Speaking to 999, police offi  cers speak of 

some recent cases, and outline how and 

why homeowners or tenants should be 

pro-active about increasing security for an 

empty house.

THE ‘BACK DOOR’

A Dubai resident couldn’t enjoy his 

vacation outside the country, as he got 

a call from the management of his villa 

complex in Al Garhoud about his house 

being robbed. The thieves had taken 

antiques, jewellery, and their luxury 

vehicle Porsche Cayenne. The police later 

discovered that the crime was committed 

by an Asian gang – six men and a woman. 

Three of the suspects were responsible for 

targeting villas that displayed the owners’ 

wealth, while the other four used to hide 

the stolen items and sell them. The police 

busted the gang soon enough.

The victim said that he had fi rmly 

locked all the doors and windows of 

his village, but that the thieves broke in 

as soon as he left. They got in through 

the back door of the kitchen, and also 

broke the balcony door. There was an 

iron safe in the house, containing gold 

bars, jewellery, and cash, which were all 

stolen. The criminals also stole the car 

key and drove away with the Porsche 

parked in the yard.

ON VACATION BUT THERE’S THE RUB

A Dubai resident was brought to court 

on the charge of participating with other 

criminals in burgling the Al Warqaa villa 

of a female Arab student, and robbing 

jewellery and precious watches worth 

Dhs700,000. These were in an iron safe in 

her bedroom. The theft came to light when 

the student was called by her domestic 

staff , who had been staying at her sister’s 

place when the robbers broke in.

Residents away for vacation can 

stop such crimes by having a good 

relationship with their neighbours and 

giving them a contact number in case 

of emergency. Spending a few minutes 

of time recognising the vulnerability of 

your home to thieves can pay off big 

down the road.

NO METAL SAFES ARE TOO

HARD FOR THIEVES

The Dubai Criminal Court convicted a 

gang of fi ve men who had illegally entered 

the country. They had hired an apartment 

in Dubai that they turned in their hideout. 

A rented car was used for hiding the tools 

used for their illegal rackets. This gang 

had worked together with two Arab youths 

while robbing the villa of an Arab national 

who lived in Nad Shamma and was away 

on vacation. They managed to crack 

several iron safes, and took everything 

that was portable, including passports and 

offi  cial documents.

KNOW WHO YOUR REAL FRIENDS ARE

In Sharjah, an Arab youth was charged 

with a second defendant for breaking 

into his friend’s homes and stealing 

Dhs171,000, while the latter was on 

vacation. The youth gave the stolen 

cash to his fi ancée before Sharjah Police 

arrested him. The woman said that she 

didn’t know this was stolen money, and 

she believed a story that he invented 

about paying back a debt.

Homeowners
or tenants should be

pro-active about 
increasing security

for an
empty house
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TOP 4 TIPS TO PROTECT YOUR HOME WHILE YOU’RE AWAY

Al Shamsi advised the following before leaving the house for vacation:

INSTALLING AN AUTOMATED SYSTEM that would switch some house lights 

on at night

MOVING THE CAR to a paid parking lot

PRECIOUS ITEMS AND CASH SHOULDN’T BE KEPT IN A PLACE that could 

be easily reached by thieves – even an iron safe would count as an easy place, 

if anyone who breaks into the house can see it

A SECURITY CAMERA MONITORING THE HOUSE, especially the doors and 

other entry points, would give homeowners peace of mind

Stressing the need for preventive 

measures, the Abu Dhabi Police General 

Command said that homeowners or 

tenants, whether they lived in a villa or 

a fl at, would need to be aware of what 

went on in their neighbourhood and plug 

any gaps in security as far as possible. 

This would be in addition to the security 

measures (alarm systems, surveillance 

cameras, automated lighting, etc) already 

installed inside the house. 

Minor details, when overlooked, could 

make the house a target of crime. For 

instance, newspapers piling up outside 

the front door would be an indication that 

the homeowner is away, so a neighbour 

needs to be asked to pick up the extra 

newspapers every morning.

Major Sultan Ali Al Zaabi from the Al 

Madinah Police Station, affiliated to 

Abu Dhabi Police, explained that he 

was responsible for the supervision of 

all crime reports round the clock, and 

these include break-ins. His work, he 

said, includes following up on all cases 

until they were closed and devising 

security plans that helped in combating 

these crimes. 

“All cases are closely monitored as part 

NEED TO BE WATCHFUL

types of crime and make the emirate a 

role model of security and stability,”Al 

Zaabi said.

Abu Dhabi Police remind everyone 

that aside from properly locking doors 

and windows, homeowners should keep 

their valuables in a bank vault and not at 

home. If they had a strong box at home, it 

shouldn’t be in a visible place.

Neighbours should be told how long 

the homeowner would be away, and 

remain vigilant about any indication of 

sound or activity inside a house that’s 

supposed to be empty because that 

could only mean a break-in. The police 

also urged homeowners to report any 

suspicious person spotted lurking in 

the neighbourhood.

Abu Dhabi Police said that it organised 

awareness campaigns, distributed 

safety brochures, and utilised the best 

international methods for home safety. 

Printed brochures were handed out at 

malls or soft copies were posted through 

electronic means of communication. Also, 

comprehensive awareness campaigns 

are regularly organised at residential 

complexes. The safety brochures listed all 

kinds of details on home security.

All cases are closely 
monitored as part of the 
strategic goal of the Abu 
Dhabi Police General 
Command to prevent all 
types of crime and make 
the emirate a role model of 
security and 
stability

emirate a role model of 
urity and 
bility

MAJOR SULTAN ALI AL ZAABI
Al Madinah Police Station

of the strategic goal of the Abu Dhabi 

Police General Command to prevent all 
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SECURITY

PRACTICAL ADVICE

1 
Never leave the curtains drawn aside, 

particularly for windows that look 

out on to streets, pavements and car 

parking lots.

2 
Do not keep cash and jewellery in a 

visible place and, generally, do

not leave anything at home that can be 

easily carried out.

3 
Leave a light on and a radio or TV on to 

make it seem that people are at home. 

There are electronic systems that can 

switch lights and gadgets on and off .

Jassim Obeid Al Za’abi, author and lecturer in security and social 

culture, spoke to 999 about house safety when the occupants go on 

a trip. He has the following tips:

4 
Do not allow casual visitors 

to see the inner rooms in 

your house or let them know about the 

security arrangements. Don’t allow anyone to 

photograph the rooms.

5 
Tell newspaper vendors to stop delivering 

the paper while you’re away.

6 
Ask a trusted person to stay in your house, 

if possible, when you travel.

Ajman Police, said that thefts increased 

in summer as a result of vacation travels. 

He called upon everyone to do everything 

they could to protect their homes, and not 

leave precious items at home.

Al Shamsi said, “Ajman Police had 

devised a set of the security procedures 

for housing complexes and conducted 

awareness campaigns on the need for 

preventive measures.” He added that, 

“The police intensifi ed their patrols 

throughout the emirate in summer, 

especially after they conducted a study 

on places most likely to be targeted by 

robbers. Security plans are put in place 

and updated to combat this menace, said 

the offi  cer.”

However, Al Shamsi emphasised that 

vacationing homeowners shouldn’t 

leave everything to law enforcement and 

become lax about securing their own 

homes. “Police eff orts don’t necessarily 

mean that homeowners should not take 

preventive measures against burglary 

before travelling abroad,” he said. On the 

contrary, he added, homeowners should 

fully cooperate with the security plans put 

in place by the police.

In this regard, he mentioned a number 

of things that would draw robber gangs’ 

attention to an empty house, such as all 

lights being switched off  in the evening; 

cars being left outside the house and 

gathering dust. 

Police eff orts don’t 
necessarily mean that 
homeowners should not take 
protective measures against 

burglary 
before 
travelling 
abroad

burgla
befor
trave
abroa

COLONEL ALI AL SHAMSI
Director of the Comprehensive Police Stations 

at Ajman Police

PREVENTIVE MEASURES

Commenting on the eff orts of police 

forces towards ensuring home safety, 

Colonel Ali Jaber Al Shamsi, Director of 

the Comprehensive Police Stations at 
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WORLD IN GRAPHICS

UAE cities
amongst most attractive

places for global workforce 

Source: Decoding Global Talent 2018, by Boston Consulting Group and recruitment agency The Network

An international survey puts Dubai at No. 6 and Abu Dhabi at No. 14 

in a list of the top 20 places people would move to for work

Figures in percentage indicate the number of respondents willing to move to these cities

TOKYO

8%
SYDNEY

9%
PARIS

11%

LOS

 ANGELES

11%

DUBAI

12%

AMSTERDAM

14%

BARCELONA

15%
BERLIN

15%

NEW YORK

16%

LONDON

22%

TOP 10 CITIES PEOPLE WOULD MOVE TO FOR WORK

No. 6
DUBAI

No. 14
ABU DHABI

57%
OVERALL NUMBER OF 

SURVEY RESPONDENTS 

WHO SAID THEY WOULD 

MOVE TO ANOTHER 

COUNTRY FOR WORK

RANKS OF UAE CITIES 

1st TIME
ABU DHABI

HAS MOVED INTO THE 

TOP 20 LIST OF MOST 

ATTRACTIVE CITIES FOR 

THE GLOBAL WORKFORCE
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ECOLOGY

IN LINE WITH THE UAE LEADERSHIP’S VISION TO PUSH THE 

LIMITS OF INNOVATION, HERE’S NEW SCIENCE THAT COULD 

MAKE WATER RETENTION AND EFFICIENT AGRICULTURE 

POSSIBLE IN DESERT AREAS

BY HS PARAMITA

MISSION TO 
MAKE SAND 

GREEN
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ECOLOGY

F
ertile soil is a source of wealth 

and turning deserts green 

may soon find its future in 

the UAE. Leonard Ornstein, 

a cell biologist at the Mount Sinai 

School of Medicine, New York, and 

David Rind and Igor Aleinov from 

the National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration’s Goddard Institute 

for Space Studies, New York, had 

proposed a plan in 2009 to turn the 

Sahara Desert into a lush forest. 

The idea, they felt, would help combat 

the excess greenhouse houses that 

caused global warming. It is well-known 

that the world doesn’t have enough trees, 

and the green cover is thinning every year. 

If desert land can grow trees, we may 

hope to see a reversal of climate change.

The greening of deserts may help 

return the area to its natural, pristine state. 

Many parts of the world that are desert 

today were fertile even 2,000 years ago. 

With time, these lands will return to its 

original state that existed harmoniously 

with nature.

One of the benefi ts of greening deserts is 

food. As 12 million hectares of land change 

into desert every year, according to the 

United Nations Convention to Combat 

Desertifi cation, almost 20 million tonnes 

of grain are lost every year. We need more 

food. Reforesting deserts holds the promise 

of combating hunger and poverty by growing 

the much-needed staples for the table.

And once you have a high density of trees, 

there is a chance of the roots raising water 

from underground aquifers and becoming a 

self-sustaining green eco-system.

Lt Col Faisal Mohammed Al Shimmari, 

Director of the Governance Department, 

Ministry of Interior, Abu Dhabi, sees 

potential for agriculture in the UAE. But, 

green is not a colour naturally associated 

with the landscape of the country. An agri-

tourism project that Al Shimmari is working 

on in Al Ain is dealing with one of the 

biggest impediments to agriculture – water.

He tells 999, “Water can be lost due to 

evaporation or because it’s not retained in 

the sandy soil. We’re working on reducing 

water wastage by using natural clay, 

irrigating smartly, selecting the best time 

to irrigate and getting critical information 

about when and how much to irrigate.” 

One method that has shown the potential 

is called liquid nano clay (LNC), created by 

a Norwegian company, Desert Control.

In a pilot project undertaken in 

December, crops such as tomato, 

aubergine, and okra were sown in two 

plots, one of which had regular soil 

and the others had soil treated with 

LNC. The study found that the plot with 

LNC used 81 cubic metres of water for 

irrigation, while the other one required 

137 cubic metres of water. “We’ve started 

discussions for further testing with 

diff erent crops and plants. Not all plants 

require the same amount of water and 

a wrong decision could aff ect crops and 

plants. Tomato will need more water, for 

instance. These are factors to take into 

consideration,” says Al Shimmari. “LNC 

can be one of the ways to resolve the 

We’re working on 
reducing water 

wastage by using natural 
clay, irrigating smartly, 
selecting the best time to 
irrigate and getting critical 
information 
about when 
and how 
much to 
irrigate

g g
ation 
when 
w 
o 

LT COL FAISAL MOHAMMED 
AL SHIMMARI 

Director of the Governance Department

Ministry of Interior

BEFORE

AFTER
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Liquid nano clay is going to 
be a game-changer for the 
agriculture and landscaping 
industry in desert regions. In 
line with the UAE leadership’s 
vision to push the limits of 
innovation, we are glad to 

have this 
country as 
the fi rst 
benefactor

g
have t
count
the fi 
bene

ATLE IDLAND 
Director, Middle East, Desert Control

Normally, converting sandy 
soil into fertile soil takes 

seven to 15 years, but the 
technology acts way faster. In 
just seven hours, it can bring 
about that transformation

issue of irrigation because it preserves 

humidity in the soil.”

LNC has caught the attention of Expo 

Live, a global social impact programme 

by the organisers of Expo 2020 Dubai.

What is liquid nano clay or LNC? 

LNC is based on a mix of common 

industrial clay and water. Desert Control 

representatives describe its “how to 

do” simply as “Spray. Save. Grow”. LNC 

is “sprayed” on land through existing 

irrigation methods. The LNC particles 

seep into the sand and create spongy, 

hollow structures that “save” water about 

40 to 60 centimetres underground, which 

is as far as plant roots usually grow. A 

robust soil results in better plant “growth”. 

How did it start?

According to Desert Control, Norwegian 

scientist Kristian P Olesen was travelling 

through the Middle East, when he saw 

that farmers were applying clay on 

sandy patches of land to grow their 

crops. Kristian, a veteran of 25 years in 

the HVAC (heating, ventilation, and air-

conditioning) industry, and an innovator 

by nature, combined what he saw the 

farmers doing with his knowledge of oil 

and gas to create a process by which 

nanoparticles of clay could be mixed with 

water and added to particles of sand. 

Normally, sand cannot retain water 

because the particles are very loose. With 

LNC, the sand particles get coated with 

clay, altering their physical properties and 

enabling them to bind with water. The 

coating also makes sand particles stick 

and, thus, retain water up to 65 per cent. 

“In eight years, the Olesens (Kristian and 

his son, Ole Morten Olesen) travelled the 

world and did fi eld tests in Pakistan, China, 

and Egypt. In Egypt, they were growing 

wheat, and the results were four times 

the produce of the reference fi eld with 50 

per cent less water for irrigation. In China 

and Pakistan, they tested the process on 

plantation of trees with good results,” says 

Brage W. Johansen, Chairman & iCEO of 

Desert Control, to 999. 

Based on the results, the three of them 

– Kristian, Ole, and Brage Johansen 

– founded the commercial company 

Desert Control a year ago. “During the 

past year, we’ve tested our LNC solution 

on tomatoes, carrots, caulifl ower, sweet 

peppers, and ladies’ fi ngers (aka okra) 

in Al Ain. Now, we’re establishing a 

presence in Dubai, Desert Control Middle 

East LLC which will be the operating 

vehicle in the UAE,” says Johansen. 

Kristian is the Chief Technology Offi  cer 

of Desert Control. Following Al Ain, pilot 

projects have been planned in Abu Dhabi, 

Dubai, and other areas of the UAE this year.

Today, LNC is patented in more than 60 

countries, including the UAE. “Liquid nano 

clay is going to be a game-changer for 

the agriculture and landscaping industry 

in desert regions. In line with the UAE 

leadership’s vision to push the limits of 

innovation, we are glad to have this country 

as the fi rst benefactor,” says Atle Idland, 

Director, Middle East, Desert Control.

It works fast

Normally, converting sandy soil into 

fertile soil takes seven to 15 years, but 

the technology acts way faster. In just 

seven hours, it can bring about that 

transformation. One treatment of LNC is 

enough to last three to fi ve years and, 

thereafter, a 15-20 per cent re-treatment is 

required if the land has been tilled. If it is 

left untilled, the treatment would last longer. 

Moreover, Desert Control points out that 

the process takes place on-site and makes 

no use chemicals or artifi cial components.

Plans for the UAE

Idland tells 999, “One of the main 

challenges is the very high salinity of soils 

in the UAE, but we’re conducting further 

intensive research and tests during 

summer and autumn 2018.” He adds that 
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ECOLOGY

50%
Less water is required by soil treated 

with liquid nano clay or LNC

60 countries 
Number of places where liquid nano 

clay or LNC is patented

THE NUMBERS

7 hours 
Time required to transform soil into 

fertile quality

3-5 years
Time period that the eff ect of a single 

treatment of LNC lasts

With lots of love and care, an Abu Dhabi 

resident is reaping what she grows. 

Beena Muraleedharan is a mother of 

three grown-up children as well as a 

fl ourishing garden of vegetable and fruit. 

There are emerald patches of spinach, 

luscious tomatoes, chilli that can perk up 

any dish and plump brinjals growing in 

their villa in Abu Dhabi, where she and her 

husband live.

“I rarely need to shop for vegetable at 

the grocery store since I can get these any 

time I need straight from my backyard,” 

she says. 

As anybody with green thumbs will know, 

the soil and climate of the UAE makes 

gardening a challenge. So, how did Beena 

work the miracle? It’s the age-old secret of 

GET THE FRUITS OF YOUR OWN LABOUR

their aim in the UAE is to “contribute to 

making the country green and encourage 

sustainable agriculture and local produce, 

save the water irrigation needs by 50 per 

cent and more”. 

He adds, “We’re honoured by 

EXPO 2020 as one of 100 top global 

innovators and are very excited about 

the UAE becoming the first beneficiary 

of the LNC technology. The overall 

aim and goals for Desert Control and 

the LNC technology is making deserts 

green again, facilitate local produce and 

stop forced migration.”

Cost recovery

The cost of applying LNC in desert 

soil ranges from $12,500 (Dhs45,915) to 

$50,000 (Dhs183,660) per hectare (2.4 

acres), depending on soil conditions, 

market segment and size of project. This 

may seem steep for most farmers in the 

UAE; but the farmers would then spend 

less on water, fertilizers, operation costs 

and more. 

Vulnerable people

Though the planet is three-fourths 

covered in water, the areas of human 

habitation – because of the growing 

human population and industrial 

activity – may soon be a drier place.  

According to the Secretariat of the 

United Nations Convention to Combat 

Desertification, some 135 million 

people would be displaced by 2030 

because of desertification. The greatest 

impact would be in arid and semi-arid 

regions, where rural populations will 

be vulnerable to loss of livelihood. In 

the UAE, farmers are already bringing 

in tankers for irrigation, since desert 

soil requires three times more water 

compared to temperate regions. 

Moreover, the world may soon have 

too little food for all its people – the 

UN Food and Agriculture Organisation 

(FAO) estimates that farmers will have 

to increase agricultural yield by 70 

per cent to cater to nine billion people 

by 2050. So, food production has to 

become innovative.

The Muraleedharan couple with harvested mangoes and string 
beans from their backyard farm in Abu Dhabi

BY NEIL BIE
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HOW DOES 

YOUR GARDEN 

GROW?
Tips from Beena Muraleedharan

September is the best 

time to start work on your 

garden since it is the 

perfect season for plants. 

Choose the kind of plants 

based on the space you 

have.

Water the garden in the 

mornings and evenings.

Provide suffi  cient shade, 

especially during the peak 

hours of the day.

Make your own compost 

from fruit and vegetable 

leftovers, as well as other 

organic mixtures.

Spend at least one hour 

to tend your garden. She 

does this in the evenings.

If you’re not sure how to 

begin, check instructional 

videos on YouTube.

mothers —devotion. 

“You need the time, a place, and 

constant care for your plants. You must 

look after the plants like you would your 

children, like you own baby. If you have 

spare time, you can really get to grow your 

own food. You will be so happy seeing 

them all growing. Every step of the way, 

you literally get the fruits of your own 

labour,” she says. 

The beginnings of her green adventure 

were humble. Her family lived in an 

apartment. The balcony had a small 

garden with plants, such as bougainvilla 

and money plant, amongst other hanging 

varieties. It was when to a villa in 2011 

that Beena became enthusiastic about 

plants. With the vigour of a beginner, she 

brought diff erent kinds of plants from her 

hometown in Kerala, India, and planted 

these in her new villa. 

“Our fi rst plant was the Indian Mango 

tree. We also started to grow Kavafa 

(guava) tree, Chamba (Java Apple) tree, 

Amla (Indian Gooseberry) and Star 

Fruit,” says Beena. And then came the 

months of summer. Beena did not have 

a greenhouse to pamper her plants in 

controlled temperature. Most of her plants 

she had lovingly raised during the fi rst 

year breathed their last. This could have 

crushed anybody else but Beena decided 

to learn and improve herself.

“We brought all types of plants and put 

everything during the fi rst year. After a 

year, we knew which plants can survive 

and which ones cannot,” says Beena. She 

acknowledges that some of her plants will 

not make it through the summer, but she 

perseveres so that a large number of her 

plants do survive.

Beena continued to care for her plants 

and celebrate each new fruit that comes. 

“I can’t describe the happiness I feel when 

I see the trees start to bear fruit. The 

moment I discover the beginnings of a 

fruit, I immediately call everyone at home, 

especially my husband, to see it,” says 

Beena.

Soon, she will have her own greenhouse. 

“I’ll be able to grow vegetables and plants 

for all climates regardless of the season,” 

she says. But even without it, she’s 

harvesting the fruits of her passion to turn 

her surrounding into a green zone. She’s 

now harvesting long beans, pumpkin, 

bitter gourd, curry leaves, mint, caulifl ower, 

cabbage, broccoli, turnip, beet root, carrot, 

banana and papaya.
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THE DATES FOR THE HOLY JOURNEY TO MECCA HAVE FALLEN 

THIS MONTH, AND LIKE LAST YEAR, THERE WILL BE PLENTY 

OF TECHNOLOGY TO MAKE THINGS EASY FOR DEVOTEES. 

BUT DO TAKE CARE OF YOUR BODY AND MIND, TOO

For a couple of years now, the Kingdom of 

Saudi Arabia has been using cutting-edge 

technology to better manage the millions of 

devotees who arrive in the country for the 

annual Hajj pilgrimage. This year, Hajj will take 

place on August 19-24.

To reduce the risk of stampedes and other 

accidents as the people flock to the place, 

the kingdom has been making use of drones 

and e-bracelets for crowd surveillance 

and for delivering help where needed. 

Medical information of the person is stored 

in the e-bracelet in order to give the right 

treatment quickly. 

ARE YOU READY 
TO BE A HI-TECH 

HAJJI? 

BY DIPALI GUHA
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TIPS & TRIVIA

FIRST, GET DIGITAL-FRIENDLY

To take advantage of the way Saudi 

Arabia is digitalising Hajj, one needs to 

get a bit comfortable with technology. 

First, if you’re planning to go for Hajj 

or if a family member is going – either 

this year or in the near future – get a 

smartphone if you (or they) don’t have 

one. And install an app. 

A video, titled ‘An ambitious vision for the 

future of Hajj and Umrah’, was uploaded 

on YouTube in July by the Saudi Ministry 

of Hajj and Umrah. It shows the kingdom’s 

plans for a hi-tech Hajj – and the process 

has already started.

In the video, we see through the 

conversation of two people – one of 

whom has been on Hajj – that it starts with 

registering himself through the Hajj app. 

Then, the applicant gets a box containing 

three things: a digital identity card; a 

bracelet; and an earpiece. The next scene 

is at the airport arrival. The Hajjis use the 

digital ID card to simply pass through 

without any immigration check. The card 

also lets them ride a special train and 

check into a hotel without any paperwork.

While they’re circling the Holy Kabba, the 

bracelet tells them how many turns they’ve 

taken, and the earpiece translates the 

Tawaf prayers. The bracelet and earpiece, 

working together, tell a pilgrim at which 

point they have to start Al Sa’ai ritual. 

The earpiece even works as a translator, 

enabling pilgrims to get help even if they 

don’t speak Arabic or English.

Another function of the digital ID card 

is to reunite family members. When two 

family members get separated, the digital 

card shows the lost person’s live location 

to the other person through a smartphone. 

BE PREPARED SPIRITUALLY

Technology makes a massive event like 

Hajj more manageable, but enjoying the 

tech and swiping screens isn’t the point of 

going on this holy journey. Your soul needs 

to be prepared for it, too.

According to the website Islamicity.org, a 

Hajji has to be prepared in every way – he 

or she must be mentally sound; mature 

enough to be able to fully understand the 

signifi cance of this journey; and should 

have made fi nancial provisions for their 

family while they’re away. The last point 

ensures that a Hajji can be fully immersed 

in the pilgrimage experience, without 

being distracted, worrying about their 

family back home. Also, you mustn’t be in 

debt while undertaking Hajj.

Not only that, you shouldn’t go on Hajj 

while holding a grudge against anyone. 

This is a spiritually cleansing experience, 

and before embarking on it, you should 

resolve disputes, seek forgiveness or forgive 

anyone who you feel has wronged you, and 

so on – at the very least, you need to make 

an honest eff ort to resolve diff erences.

Your only purpose of going to Hajj should 

be to feel at peace with yourself and feel 

closer to the divine. Boasting about having 

undertaken the pilgrimage should never 

be the purpose. 

AND TAKE CARE OF THE BODY

To remain physically fi t during the 

pilgrimage, consult a doctor before your 

trip, and take any vaccines 

that might be necessary. 

Because of the enormous 

number of people coming 

so close together, the Saudi 

authorities have stricter 

standards of immunisation 

than what is recommended 

by the World Health 

Organization. The website 

link www.saudiembassy.net has 

the details of what applies 

to pilgrims from diff erent 

countries.

As Hajj dates follow the 

lunar calendar, pilgrims this 

year will need greater endurance than 

in the past few years, with the August 

heat. The Islamic Institute of Toronto 

advises undertaking regular exercise in 

order to be fi t well before the pilgrimage 

starts. For pilgrims going from the UAE, 

some outdoor exercise on a daily basis 

is advisable, so that the body’s heat 

tolerance improves.

The year 2012 saw 

a huge spike in the 

number of Hajj pilgrims, 

far exceeding 3 million. 

In general, the number 

of Hajjis since 1995 has 

always been 1.8 million 

or more

DID YOU 

KNOW?

You shouldn’t go on Hajj
while holding a grudge 

against anyone.
This is a spiritually 

cleansing experience,
and before embarking on 

it, you should
resolve disputes, seek 

forgiveness or
forgive anyone who you 

feel has wronged
you
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ABU DHABI SPOTLIGHT

Surreal spaces
 

Works by 19 artists, who are students and established artists 

living in the UAE, make up the Al Qattara Summer Exhibition. 

These artists have attempted to creatively give audiences a 

glimpse of how they see the world around them and the surreal 

spaces that are their individual escapes. As a result, the 30 

exhibits refl ect a diversity of thought, theme, and imagination.

Where: Al Qattara Arts Centre, Al Ain

When: Till September 25, 8am-8pm (Fridays closed)

Entry: Free

Contact: +971 3 761 8080
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Beach party  
Foodies and lifestyle buff s had been waiting for Buddha-Bar Beach 

Abu Dhabi to open its doors. The glamorous new venue, which 

terrace overlooks the tranquil waters off  Saadiyat Island, is amongst 

the world leaders in hospitality, wellness and music. Its off erings 

are a blend of Japanese and other pan-Asian cuisines with a 

Mediterranean touch. Take a pick of sashimi and tiraditos, sushi rolls 

or the King of the Beach, a 48-piece spread of seafood. Music by 

the DJ completes the treat.

Where: The St. Regis Saadiyat Island Resort

When: All days

How much: Dhs350 per person (approx)

Contact: +971 2 498 8888www.buddhabarbeachabudhabi.com

Modern times

How do people function within our contemporary society? Seven 

Korean artists grapple with this riddle in an exhibition of video 

artworks, being displayed at the Korean Cultural Center. The 

exhibition, titled The Modern City, has elements of nostalgia for 

the past, a yearning for nature, as well as a sense of humour about 

where we are.

Where: Korean Cultural Centre, 1st & 2nd Floor, Building 5, 

twofour54 Campus, Khalifa Park

When: Till August 2, 9am-6pm, Sunday-Thursday

Entry: Free

Contact: +971 2 491 7227
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Shopping time
 

The Eid Al Adha Consumer Fair is much awaited for its huge variety 

of goodies, from stuff  for the house, spectacular gift items, toys and 

games, as well as lip-smacking Arabian cuisines. There are clothes 

of the latest fashion, ingredients that can please the most particular 

of chefs, and a wide range of consumer goods.

Where: Abu Dhabi National Exhibitions Company 

When: Till August 20

Entry: Free

Contact:  www.adnec.ae

Kids’ day out

Keeping the youth active during summer isn’t hard. The Department 

of Culture and Tourism – Abu Dhabi’s summer programme, 

called Around the World, features activities such as The Reading 

Challenge, which is a joyride through 30 fun books; learning French; 

workshops in art, theatre, cooking, calligraphy; and sign language; 

as well as a very important session, titled ‘How To Deal With 

Bullying’. There is a course on Emirati etiquette, and a workshop 

on ‘My First Business’, in which future industry leaders will learn the 

dynamics of setting goals, making plans, and balancing budgets.

Where: Al Bahia Library, Al Wathba Library, Zayed Central Library, 

Marfa Library, Mazyad Library, Khalifa Park Library 

When: Till August 31

Entry: Free, for children between 6 and 18 years of age

Contact: Zayed Central Library: 3711 8268

Indian summer 

Three days packed with food, music, and celebrity 

appearances mark the 72nd Independence Day of India. 

Curated for families and friend groups, the event will include 

concerts featuring several fi nalists of India’s Got Talent, Indian 

Idol, and Dance India Dance. Also in the events list are a 

spectacular chariot, a parade and dances from across the 

country. 

Where: du Forum 

When: August 16-18

Entry: From Dhs45

Contact: www.duforum.ae
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CRIME MYSTERIESCRIME MYSTERIES

CULT OF 

DEATH

BY DIPALI GUHA

PEOPLE WHO’VE DECIDED TO FOLLOW A CULT LEADER 

– OR EVEN A VOICE AND ENDED UP DEAD
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CRIME MYSTERIES

WHAT: THE JONESTOWN SUICIDES
WHERE: GUYANA, SOUTH AMERICA
WHEN: NOVEMBER 1978

This is one of the biggest mass suicide-murder events 

in recorded history, claiming more than 900 people. A 

Christian sect named People’s Temple was fi rst founded 

by cleric Jim Jones in Indianapolis, United States of 

America, in the 1950s. The sect appeared progressive, 

preaching against racism, and many of his followers were 

African Americans. Over the next two decades, Jones 

moved his headquarters to other places in the US. But by 

the 1970s, he was being accused by the media of 

fi nancial fraud and physical abuse of sect members. The 

accusations kept coming, and angry with the bad 

publicity, Jones asked his followers to move with him to 

the small country of Guyana, where, he promised, they’d 

create their Utopia. Some of his followers had already 

moved to Guyana and set up what they named 

Jonestown, an agricultural commune.

So, based on the promise, a large number of followers 

went to settle in Jonestown, but instead of Utopia, what 

they faced was endless labouring in the fi elds and Jones’ 

oppressive authority. At this point, Jones suspected 

everyone of trying to fi nish him off . His followers were 

forced to conduct mock suicide drills.

Unable to bear this any longer, some People’s Temple 

members convinced a US Congressman to come and 

investigate Jonestown. Congressman Leo Ryan and 

some journalists visited Jonestown and observed the 

community; things went bad when they were about to 

leave. Some Jonestown members wanted to leave with 

Ryan, and this drove Jones wild with rage. Ryan and the 

journalists were murdered before they could board their 

fl ight back to the US.

WHAT: THE BURARI SUICIDES
WHERE: DELHI, INDIA
WHEN: JULY 2018

An entire family – one that was described by 

neighbours as happy, fi nancially well-off , and generally 

helpful – was found hanging from the ceiling in Delhi’s 

Burari district. One woman was found dead on the fl oor. 

Altogether there were 11 bodies of the Bhatia family. The 

most astonishing thing was that several of the dead had 

their hands tied behind their backs, and their eyes and 

mouths were covered with cloth – therefore, they 

couldn’t have just one by one tied a rope to a ceiling 

beam, pulled the noose towards themselves, and hanged 

themselves. The dead were: a woman in her seventies, 

named Narayani Devi; her two sons, aged 45 and 50; 

their wives; and their fi ve sons and daughters, all grown 

up. The eldest of the grandchildren, a 33-year-old 

woman, was set to be married this December, making the 

suicides even more mysterious.

The Bhatias had been long-time residents of the 

neighbourhood, and they ran two shops on the ground fl oor 

of their three-storey house, so their habits were well-known 

to the people. Early in the morning, when their shop hadn’t 

opened, a neighbour who needed to buy milk, tried looking 

in. What he found – the door open, bodies hanging – 

shocked him out of his wits. 

As the investigations began, clues soon emerged. A 

number of things pointed to the fact that this was a ritual 

suicide, designed to achieve ‘salvation’. There were notes 

detailing things that matched the way the bodies were 

hanging. Several mobile phones, along with cash, were 

found taped up and put neatly in a drawer. The family pet, 

a dog, had been sent up to the building’s roof terrace. 

Later, media reports said that the family believed one of 

the sons was ‘possessed’ by the spirit of his dead father, 

and that the father was sending commands through him. 

The investigation continues. The only family member alive, 

a married daughter of Narayani Devi who lives elsewhere, 

claims that this is a case of murder.

CRIME MYSTERIES

Bettman/CORBIS

The Hindu
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WHAT: HEAVEN’S GATE MASS SUICIDE
WHERE: SAN DIEGO, UNITED STATES
WHEN: MARCH 1997

The suicide fi rst came to light when an anonymous caller 

dialled 911 and told the helpline that dozens of people had 

committed suicide in a suburban villa. A sheriff ’s deputy, 

named Robert Brunk, was despatched. What he found were 

39 bodies – 21 women and 18 men. What was mind-

boggling was the way the bodies were arranged.

Each body lay straight, wearing black trousers, black tunic 

and new jogging shoes. 

Each upper body and 

head was covered by 

purple fabric. Each dead 

person had exactly $5.75 

in a pocket, and all wore 

an arm patch that read: 

“Heaven’s Gate Away 

Team”.

Investigation revealed 

that the Heaven’s Gate 

cult, founded by 

Marshall Applewhite, a 

preacher’s son from 

Texas, was inspired by 

the sci-fi  series, Star 

Trek. Just as the 

starship crew can be 

beamed up or down, 

the cult members 

believed that after death, they’d be beamed up into 

space. They left behind video manifestos, explaining 

that they were “exiting their human vessels” and were 

being beamed up to a spaceship piloted by an alien.

The cult created by Applewhite had a faith that was a 

mishmash of Biblical elements and sci-fi  fantasy. The 

cult members practised abstinence in every form and 

everyone looked unisex. They always believed that the 

heaven’s gate would open for them, and the suicide 

plan was fi rmed up with the sighting of the comet 

Hale-Bopp in 1995. The group believed that there was a 

spaceship right behind the comet, and they had to 

rendezvous with it. The villa where they died was rented 

six months earlier to prepare for the “exit” – the time, 

end of March, was chosen because that’s when the 

comet’s tail was closest to Earth. All the followers died 

between March 24 and 26.

There’s a tape in which Applewhite said, “We’re about to 

return to whence we came. I can lead you into that 

kingdom level above human. That can’t happen unless 

you leave the human world that you’re in and come and 

follow me. Time is short. Last chance.” 

www.nydailynews.com

Then, in Jonestown, the leader ordered everyone to 

gather. This wasn’t going to be a drill; this would be a real 

mass suicide. First, the children died, as parents and 

nurses dropped poison-laced fruit juice into their throats. 

Then the adults queued up to drink the poison-laced juice. 

They had no choice, as Jones employed armed guards; it 

would be either poison or a bullet.

The next day, Guyanese offi  cials reached the 

Jonestown compound and found a total of 909 bodies. 

Some People’s Temples members had survived, either by 

escaping into the jungle or because they were elsewhere 

at that time.

www.nydailynews.com

The villa where members of the Heaven’s Gate cult died was rented 
six months earlier to prepare for the “exit”.
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Mystery of 
the burnt 

car
A CHARRED BODY WAS FOUND INSIDE A 

CAR. COULD THIS BE AN ACCIDENT OR A 

WELL-HATCHED MURDER PLOT?

CRIME & PUNISHMENT

BY WAJIH HASSAN

ILLUSTRATION BY RONALDO ROBLES
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of important information.

The interrogation continued, and 

Samiah finally began talking. She 

confessed that she had become 

involved with Nader a year ago, while 

being married to Sharif, and when her 

husband found out about the affair, it 

started a bitter family feud. “After that, 

I left the house for my family home; 

that is to say, I left our marital home six 

months ago. And one month ago, he 

officially divorced me,” said Samiah. She 

added, “I must tell you that Nader used 

to promise me that he’d marry me when 

I get divorced. Yet, sir, he deceived me 

and took a considerable sum of money 

in instalments from me, saying that he’d 

rent an apartment after our marriage, 

but he didn’t keep his promise.” 

The woman revealed that the treacherous 

Nader only kept putting pressure on her to 

extort more and more money, and when she 

resisted, he blackmailed her by threatening 

to make their relationship public. He didn’t 

keep his promise to marry her once she was 

free to do so. 

In the course of interrogating Samiah, 

the police found that her brother Jamil 

knew everything about her relationship 

with Nader.

I
t’s not every day that police 

command centres receive a call 

about an abandoned car with a 

dead body in it. But one day, the head 

of a police station got a report on “the 

discovery of a burnt car with a charred 

body in it in a remote district, where 

trees are spread everywhere”.

Criminal Investigation Department 

officers and forensic experts were 

immediately sent to the incident 

scene. Once they got there, it was 

clear that this was a crime, and not an 

accident. The car, a private vehicle, 

was totally burnt, and a charred body 

was stretched across the back seat. It 

looked like a thoroughly plotted murder.

After contacting the Traffic and 

Patrols Directorate, the investigators 

learned that the burnt car was owned 

by a man called Abd Allah, 42, and the 

CID team got his address and mobile 

number. When interrogated, the vehicle 

owner said that he had, 16 days ago, 

“rented out his private car” to a man 

called Nader, adding that “I tried to call 

him last night, but his mobile phone was 

totally out of service”.

The offi  cers immediately went looking 

for this man Nader. His address was in one 

of the suburbs. After making extensive 

enquiries, they discovered a very 

important fact: Nader, 24, was romantically 

involved with a married woman called 

Samiah, 27, whose husband Sharif, 40, 

divorced her one month before the 

discovery of the burnt car.

Following up on this, the police 

tracked down Samiah and her brother 

Jamil, 32, and took them into custody. 

At fi rst, they both denied any connection 

with the crime, yet the policemen were 

absolutely sure that they concealed a lot 

The brother, when questioned, 

denied killing Nader. But when he was 

told that Samiah had an affair with the 

dead man and that he, Jamil, knew all 

about it, he collapsed. 

Jamil confessed that he had decided 

to kill Nader because of the way the 

latter had betrayed and blackmailed 

Samiah. As per the plot, Jamil called 

Nader to say that he’d give him a large 

sum of money to keep the romantic 

relationship a secret, adding to the cash 

already given by Samiah.

Nader believed Jamil and came to his 

house at night. As soon as he stepped 

into the house, Jamil hit him on the 

head with an iron bar. Nader fell to the 

floor, his skull cracked open, blood 

gushing out. Jamil held him down and 

strangled him to death.

When he was certain that Nader 

was dead, Jamil carried him out of the 

house, making sure that the streets were 

absolutely empty. Jamil put the body on 

the back seat of the car rented by Nader 

and then drove out of the city. He told 

Samiah what had happened and asked 

for her help in getting rid of the body. 

She followed her brother out of the city.

When they reached an area where 

there were quite a few trees, they 

both stopped their cars. Jamil doused 

Nader’s body in petrol, and then he set 

both the car and the body on fire. He 

then got back to the city with Samiah.

Meanwhile, Sharif confirmed the affair 

and the divorce, and told the police that 

he had no contact with Samiah after 

they separated, and had nothing to do 

with the crime.

In the trial, Jamil was convicted of 

plotting and killing, and Samiah was 

found guilty of concealing the crime. 

Nader fell to the 
fl oor, his skull 
cracked open, blood 
gushing out. Jamil 
held him down and 
strangled him to 
death
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THE JOURNEY OF THE SWISS EXPLORER JOHANN 

BURCKHARDT TO MECCA AND MEDINA BROUGHT 

HIM CLOSE TO THE POLITICS OF THE TIME

BY DR FALEH HANDAL 

HISTORY

On a holy 

quest

Security And Safety For All

AUGUST 2018 81999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL



A  
number of European explorers 

have been drawn to Arabia, and 

one of them was the Swiss-born 

Johann Ludwig Burckhardt. 

Educated in London, he was delegated by 

the Association for Promoting the Discovery 

of the Interior Parts of Africa to the East 

– he stayed for two years in Aleppo, 

roamed through Syria, and wrote about the 

remains of the ancient city of Petra. While 

in Syria, he learnt Arabic and perfected 

it. Burckhardt then embraced Islam, and 

changed his name to Ibrahim Ibn Abd Allah.

The explorer lived in Cairo for some 

time, during which he met with Muhammad 

Ali Pasha, Ruler of Egypt and became an 

acquaintance of his son Tusun Pasha. At 

that time, the Hejaz region in the Arabian 

Peninsula was dominated by the ruler of 

Najd, Emir Saud bin Abdulaziz. He had 

control over Mecca in 1802, which disturbed 

the Ottoman Empire in Istanbul, and the 

empire ordered Muhammad Ali Pasha to 

bring Hejaz back under its control.

Muhammad Ali Pasha thus prepared an 

army under the command of his son Tusun 

in 1811, yet he failed to achieve the goal. 

In 1812, Tusun attacked and managed to 

enter Medina of the Prophet 

and Holy Mecca. In 1814, Emir 

Saud bin Abdulaziz passed 

away, and his son Emir 

Abdullah became the ruler of 

Najd, and he reconciled with 

Tusun Pasha.

This particular year marked 

Burckhardt’s arrival in Hejaz. 

The events of the story tell us 

clearly that Burckhardt met 

with Muhammad Ali Pasha in 

Ta’if, and engaged with him in 

a long political debate.

Burckhardt gave us a highly 

accurate description for Jeddah, Ta’if, Holy 

Mecca, Medina, and Yanbu. He used to 

support his descriptions with what he read 

in Arabic about the history of Holy Mecca 

and the Holy Mosque of the Prophet. At 

the end of 1815, he came back to Cairo, 

where he died and was buried. Within 

these chapters, we shall quote parts from 

Burckhardt’s book, Travels in Arabia, which 

is translated by Sabry Muhammad Hassan. 

JOURNEY TO JEDDAH 

Burckhardt arrived in Jeddah, Hejaz, 

on June 15, 1814 by sea. No sooner had 

Burckhardt 

gave us a highly 

accurate 

description for 

Jeddah, Ta’if, Holy 

Mecca, Medina, 

and Yanbu

he arrived than he was stricken with high 

fever. In Jeddah, he lived in an inn. 

Describing the city of Jeddah, 

Burckhardt said: “Djidda is well built; 

indeed, better than any Turkish town of 

equal size that I had hitherto seen. The 

streets are unpaved, but spacious and airy; 

the houses are high, constructed wholly of 

stone, brought for the greater part from the 

sea shore, and consisting of madrepores 

and other marine fossils. Almost every 

house has two storeys, with many small 

windows and wooden shutters. Djidda has 

many khans, constantly and exclusively 

frequented by the merchants.

“Much of the drinking water is drawn from 

some wells a mile-and-a-half distant on the 

southern side; water, indeed, may be found 

everywhere at a depth of fi fteen feet, but 

it is generally of a bad taste, and in some 

places scarcely drinkable. The town of 

Djidda is without gardens, or vegetation of 

any kind except a few date trees adjoining 

one of the mosques. About a mile beyond 

these huts, eastward of the town, is the 

principal burial ground, containing the 

tombs of several sheikhs, but there are 

smaller cemeteries within the walls. 

“About two miles northward of the town, 

is the tomb of Howa (Eve), the mother of 

mankind; it is, as I was informed, a rude 

structure of stone, about four feet in length, 

two or three feet in height, and as many in 

breadth; thus resembling the tomb of Noah, 

seen in the valley of Bekaa, in Syria. 

“The inhabitants of Djidda are almost 

exclusively foreigners, with the exception 

of a few families of sherifs, who are all 

learned men, and attached to the mosques 

or the courts of justice. People of Yemen 

are the most numerous. Upwards of a 

hundred Indian families (chiefl y from 

Surat, and a few from Bombay) have also 

established themselves here; and to these 

may be added some Malays and people 

of Maskat (Muscat). The settlers from 

Egypt, Syria, Barbary, European Turkey, 

and Anatolia may be still recognised in the 

features of their descendants, who are all 

mixed in one general mass, and live and 

dress in the same Arab manner.

“There are no Christians settled in 

Djidda; but a few Greeks from the islands 

of the Archipelago occasionally bring 

merchandise to this market from Egypt. 

In the time of the sheriff s, they were 

much molested, compelled to 

wear a particular dress, and 

prohibited from approaching 

the Mekka gate; but the Turks 

having become masters of 

the Hedjaz, abolished these 

restrictions.

“The people of Djidda are 

almost entirely engaged in 

commerce, or they are sea 

traders. The commerce of 

Djidda may be divided into 

two principal branches – the 

coff ee trade with Yemen; 

and the Indian trade, where 

fl eets, principally from Calcutta, Surat, and 

Bombay, reach Djidda. The movement of 

capital and business relies on the practices 

of the brokers, who are mostly Indians. 

The shops (as in all parts of Turkey) are 

raised several feet above ground, and 

have before them, projecting into the 

street, a stone bench, on which purchasers 

seat themselves; this is sheltered from the 

sun by an awning usually made of mats 

fastened to high poles. There are twenty-

seven coff ee-shops. Coff ee is drunk to 

excess in the Hedjaz. The coff ee houses 

are fi lled with people during the whole day; 

A plaque depicting the arrival of the Sharif to Mount 
Arafat (Source Pilgrimage to Venithia Porter)
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and in front a shed is generally 

erected, where people also sit. 

Near to almost every coff ee 

shop, a person takes his stand, 

who sells cooled water in small 

perfumed jars. 

“(As for the political level), 

Mohammed Aly Pasha, in 1811, 

commenced his operations 

to take Najd back by sending 

a body of troops under the 

command of his son Tousoun 

Bey, who was defeated in the 

fi rst round. A second, in 1812, 

was more successful: Tousoun 

took Medina from which he managed to 

seize the rest of the Hedjaz.”

“As such, Tousoun, residing in Djidda, 

became the ruler, and was accompanied 

by a garrison of three hundred men. In that 

way, Jeddah represented a store for the 

Turkish army, which led to the increase of 

its trade as a result of needs of the Turkish 

army and its soldiers. On August 24, 1814, I 

left Djidda for Tayef.”

MEETING WITH THE RULER

OF EGYPT 

Burckhardt wrote: “On the 24th of 

August, 1814 (11th of Ramadan, AH 1230), 

I set out from Djidda, late in the evening, 

with my guide and twenty camel-drivers 

of the tribe of Harb, who were carrying 

money to Mekka for the Pasha’s treasury. 

After having left the skirts of the town, 

where the road passes by mounds of 

sand, amongst which is the cemetery of 

the inhabitants, we travelled across a very 

barren, sandy plain. 

“August 25th – The caravan from Djidda 

to Mekka rests during the day. We left 

about fi ve o’clock in the evening. 

“August 26th – We came to a small date 

plantation, surrounded by a wall where the 

Syrian pilgrim caravan usually encamps, 

and which has taken the name of Sheikh 

Mahmoud, from the tomb of a saint so 

called, built in the midst of it.

“August 28th – We reached the territory 

of Tayf, and the borders of the Arab tribe 

of Thekyf. The Wady is denominated 

Mohram, from the circumstance, that here 

the pilgrims and visitors going from the 

eastward to Mekka, invest themselves with 

the ihram before noticed. 

“I arrived at Tayf about mid-day, and 

alighted at the house of Bosari, the Pasha’s 

physician, with whom I had been well 

acquainted at Cairo. Bosari asked me 

about my views in coming to the Hedjaz. 

I answered, to visit Mekka and Medina, 

and then to return to Cairo. In the evening, 

Bosari went privately to the Pasha at 

his women’s residence, where he only 

received visits from friends or very intimate 

acquaintances. In half-an-hour he returned, 

and told me that the Pasha wished to see 

me rather late that evening in his public 

room (confi rming that) I was welcome, 

whether Turk or not.

“In the evening, I went to him. I found his 

highness seated in a large saloon, with the 

Kadhy on one hand, and Hassan Pasha, 

the chief of the Arnaut soldiers, on the 

other; thirty or forty of his principal offi  cers 

formed a half-circle about the sofa on 

which they sat; and a number of Bedouin 

sheikhs were squatted in the midst of the 

semicircle. 

“I went up to the Pasha, gave him the 

Salam Aleykum, and kissed his hand. As 

such, I remained for three hours with the 

Pasha in a private conversation during 

which Amyn Eff endi, his Arabic dragoman, 

interpreted between us. 

“As soon as we were alone, the Pasha 

introduced the subject of politics. He had just 

received information of the 

entrance of the allies into Paris, 

and the departure of Bonaparte 

for Elba; and several Malta 

gazettes, giving the details of 

these occurrences, had been 

sent to him from Cairo. He 

seemed deeply interested 

in these important events, 

chiefl y because he laboured 

under the impression that, 

after Bonaparte’s downfall, 

England would probably seek 

an augmentation of power 

in the Mediterranean, and 

consequently invade Egypt. 

“[On the following day], I visited the 

Kadhy and while in conversation, the 

call to evening prayers announced the 

termination of this day’s fast. I supped with 

the Kadhy, and afterwards performed the 

evening prayers in his company, when I 

took great care to chant as long a chapter 

of the Koran (Qur’an) as my memory 

furnished at the moment; after which we 

both went to the Pasha. During residence 

in Tayf, he was eager in his inquiries about 

the political relations between Great 

Britain and Russia, and whether it was not 

likely that war might break out between 

them. His only fear seemed to be that the 

English army would now be at liberty to 

invade Egypt, [and he said]: ‘I certainly love 

Egypt with all the ardour of a lover; and if 

I had ten thousand souls, I would willingly 

sacrifi ce them for its possession.’ 

“The town of Tayf is situated in the midst 

of a sandy plain overgrown with a lot of 

trees. It is enclosed with a wall, with a 

castle standing in its heart. This castle was 

built by Sherif Ghaleb, and Mohammed Aly 

had later made it his headquarters. 

“Tayf is supplied with water from two 

copious wells, one of which is within the 

walls, and the other just before one of 

the gates. The town is celebrated all over 

Arabia for its beautiful gardens watered by 

wells and by rivulets, which descend from 

the mountains. The indigenous inhabitants 

of Tayf are Arabs, of the tribe of Thekyf 

yet its streets are full of beggars who are 

mostly Indians and who sometimes starve.

“September 27th – My journey to Tayef 

ended, and I decided to travel to Holy 

Mecca. In a place near Tayef, I found three 

Arnaut soldiers on their donkeys; all of us 

headed to Mecca.” 

A painting representing the reception of pilgrims in Egypt 
(Source Pilgrimage to Venithia Porter)

I went up to the 

Pasha, gave him 

the Salam Aleykum, 

and kissed his 

hand
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TAKE A PEEK AT THE NEWEST MUST-HAVE HIGH-TECH ELECTRONIC DEVICES

GADGETS

SEE EVERYTHING 
The average dashcam looks through your windscreen and 

sometimes records interior footage when the car is 

moving. The Owl Car Camera monitors your vehicle even 

when it’s stationary. The HD camera gives you visual 

coverage of the front of the car, looking both inside and 

outside. When the car is parked, the Owl cam’s sensors 

detect what’s going on – for instance, anyone trying to 

break in or another vehicle putting a dent in your parked 

car – and its 4G LTE connection sends alerts to your mobile 

phone. All the recorded footage can be sent to your mobile 

SET THINGS IN MOTION
motion box. Basically, this is a support for the camera that has 

slide, pan, and tilt functions, depending on the kit you buy. One of 

the best features is that it can identify your face and adjust the 

camera (or mobile phone camera) to follow you as you go about 

being the star of your own video. Its astrophotography mode 

lets you create time lapse videos of actual stars. All the 

functions can be controlled through a companion app. Up to three 

of these boxes can be attached together for complex angles. If 

you need to create 3D images of objects, the optional turntable 

kit makes it possible.

Website: www.miops.com/capsule360 / www.kickstarter.com

Price: From $199 (Dhs731)

HANDY FOR 
EMERGENCIES
If you’re exploring the wilds, it’s important that your gadgets 

shouldn’t run out of juice. The Noco XGrid Power Bank is a handy 

companion– it can keep your mobile phone going for about two 

days, and comes in a weather-resistant enclosure. The power 

bank has two charging ports for things like mobile phone, 

camera, or speaker. You can recharge it over Micro USB or via 

the dedicated solar cable input. Its size is about 5.3” X 3.3” X 1.2”

Website: https://uncrate.com

Price: $55 (Dhs202)

In the world of endless gadget accessories, very few are 

actually necessary or useful. But if you like outdoor 

photography very much or want to make videos featuring 

yourself, you might want to look at the MIOPS Capsule360 

phone. Each Owl cam purchase comes with a year of LTE service, 

and it costs $99 (Dhs363) every year after that. 

Website: https://owlcam.com

Price: $349 (Dhs1,281)
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DISCOVER THE WATER WORLD 

Capable of diving to a depth of nearly 500 feet, the Titan is an 

efficient machine that uses six thrusters and cutting-edge 

software to create sharp, high-definition images. The drone has a 

4K sensor; a 160º wide-angle lens that takes 8-megapixel stills, 

and livestreams 1080p footage; and 3,000-lumen LED lights that 

cut through the dark depths. The battery is good for four hours of 

run time.

Website: www.kickstarter.com

Price: $1,399 (Dhs5,138) (pre-order stage)

The Gladius can dive up to 330 feet, and has integrated 4K 

camera and LED lighting for capturing video and 12-megapixel 

stills. The drone pairs with both iOS and Android devices for 

livestreaming. Its Quattro-Thrusters propulsion system has an 

auto-stabilisation algorithm that lets the machine swim steadily 

at speeds of up to 4 knots. Each battery charge last three hours.

Website: www.chasing-innovation.com

Price: $1,799 (Dhs6,608)

OPEN THE
INNER EYE
We keep reading about the very positive 

effects of meditation, but isn’t it hard to still 

achieve peace? The Oak app offers guided 

mindfulness techniques as well as unguided 

options, all with peaceful background music. 

The app includes yogic breathing exercises 

with animated instructions and progress 

badges.

Website: https://itunes.apple.com

Price: Free

Recreational submersibles are the big new tech trend, and while there’s an equally 
big risk of disturbing marine life, it’s hard not to fall for nifty underwater drones 
such as these two.
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MOVIES

Director Marc Forster has a formidable track record, having 

earlier made the James Bond fi lm Quantum of Solace, and 

before that the fi lm adaptation of the bestselling novel Kite 

Runner. But from his fi lmography, perhaps what comes 

closest to this one is Finding Neverland, the story of the 

creation of Peter Pan. The power of imagination drives this 

story of Christopher Robin, the boy who shared countless 

adventures with beloved stuff ed animals – the most famous 

amongst them are Winnie the Pooh, Piglet, and Tigger – 

in the Hundred Acre Wood. Now grown up and living in 

London, Christopher (McGregor) has lost his way. It’s up to 

his childhood friends to venture into our world and help him 

rediscover the simple joys of life.

CHRISTOPHER ROBIN 

NEW INTERNATIONAL MOVIE RELEASES 

COMING SOON TO CINEMAS NEAR YOU

DIRECTOR: MARC 

FORSTER 

STARRING: EWAN 

MCGREGOR, HAYLEY 

ATWELL, JIM 

CUMMINGS (VOICE OF 

POOH), MARK GATISS, 

BRAD GARRETT, 

ROGER ASHTON-

GRIFFITHS 

MOVIE TYPE: DRAMA, 

ADAPTATION

THE SPY WHO DUMPED ME
DIRECTOR: SUSANNA FOGEL 

STARRING: KATE MCKINNON, MILA KUNIS, 

SAM HEUGHAN, JUSTIN THEROUX, GILLIAN 

ANDERSON, IVANNA SAKHNO 

MOVIE TYPE: ACTION

Audrey (Kunis) and Morgan (McKinnon) are thirty-year-old best friends from Los 

Angeles, who are unexpectedly thrust into an international conspiracy when Audrey’s 

ex-boyfriend (Theroux) shows up at her apartment with a team of deadly assassins 

on his trail. Much to their surprise, the women jump into action, and fi nd themselves on the run in Europe from the 

assassins and a suspiciously charming British agent (Heughan), as they hatch a plan to save the world. Expect 

some fun when two attractive women who also have good comic timing do a buddy act.

THE DARKEST 
MINDS 

A-X-L

DIRECTOR: JENNIFER YUH NELSON 

STARRING: AMANDLA STENBERG, MANDY 

MOORE, GWENDOLINE CHRISTIE

MOVIE TYPE: SCI-FI

DIRECTOR: OLIVER DALY 

STARRING: ALEX NEUSTAEDTER, BECKY G., 

ALEX MACNICOLL 

MOVIE TYPE: SCI-FI

The plot seems to be something of a cross between the Harry 

Potter stories, the X-Men series and any number of teenagers-

with-special-powers tales that you can think of. The best thing 

about this fi lm is that it’s from the makers of the hit web series, 

Stranger Things, so at least it’s made well. When teenagers 

mysteriously develop powerful new abilities, they’re declared a 

threat by the government and detained. Sixteen-year-old Ruby, 

one of the most powerful young people anyone has encountered, 

escapes her camp and joins a group of runaway teens seeking a 

safe haven. Soon this newfound family realises that running is not 

enough, and they must wage a resistance.

A down-on-his luck teenage bike rider, Miles (Neustaedter), 

stumbles upon an advanced, robotic, military dog named 

A-X-L. Endowed with next-generation artifi cial intelligence 

but with the heart of a dog, A-X-L forms an emotional 

bond with Miles, much to the chagrin of the rogue military 

scientists who created the robodog and would do anything 

to retrieve him. Knowing what is at stake if A-X-L gets 

captured, Miles teams up with his smart, resourceful crush, 

Sara (Becky G), to protect his new best friend. 
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THE MEG

DOG DAYS MILE 22 

THE LITTLE STRANGER GOLD 

DIRECTOR: JON TURTELTAUB 

STARRING: JASON STATHAM, JESSICA MCNAMEE, RUBY ROSE, 

RAINN WILSON, LI BINGBING 

MOVIE TYPE: ACTION, FANTASY

DIRECTOR: KEN MARINO 

STARRING: NINA DOBREV, 

FINN WOLFHARD, VANESSA 

HUDGENS, ADAM PALLY, 

EVA LONGORIA, TIG NOTARO 

MOVIE TYPE: COMEDY  

DIRECTOR: PETER BERG 

STARRING: MARK 

WAHLBERG, LAUREN 

COHAN, IKO UWAIS, RONDA 

ROUSEY, JOHN MALKOVICH 

MOVIE TYPE: ACTION 

DIRECTOR: LENNY 

ABRAHAMSON 

STARRING: DOMHNALL 

GLEESON, RUTH WILSON, 

WILL POULTER, CHARLOTTE 

RAMPLING, DARREN KENT, 

DIANA BAKER-HYDE 

MOVIE TYPE: DRAMA, 

ADAPTATION

DIRECTOR: REEMA 

KAGTI

STARRING: AKSHAY 

KUMAR, MOUNI 

ROY, KUNAL 

KAPOOR, AMIT 

SADH, VINEET KUMAR SINGH

MOVIE TYPE: PERIOD FILM, DRAMA

Director Jon Turteltaub has the National Treasure fi lms to his name, proving that he can do speed 

and drama both, and the cast is led by strongman Statham, which means there’s going to be action. 

In the fi lm, a deep-sea submersible – part of an international undersea observation programme – 

is attacked by a massive creature, previously thought to be extinct. The vessel now lies disabled 

at the bottom of the deepest trench in the Pacifi c with its crew trapped inside. With time running 

out, deep sea rescue diving expert Jonas Taylor (Statham) is recruited to save the crew from this 

unstoppable threat: a pre-historic 75-foot-long shark known as the Megalodon. What no one could 

have imagined is that, years before, Taylor had encountered this same terrifying creature. Now, he 

must confront his fears and risk his own life to save everyone.

This ensemble comedy follows the lives of multiple dog owners and 

their beloved fl uff y pals around sunny Los Angeles. When these 

humans’ and canines’ paths start to intertwine, their lives begin 

changing in ways they never expected.

A CIA fi eld offi  cer and an Indonesian police 

offi  cer are forced to work together as they 

confront violent and extreme political corruption. It’s hard to imagine 

Mark Wahlberg being upstaged in an action movie, but this one seems 

to belong to Indonesian star Iko Uwais, who gives some spectacular 

combat scenes. 

Faraday (Gleeson), son of a housemaid, has built a life of quiet respectability as a 

country doctor. During the summer of 1948, he is called to a patient at Hundreds 

Hall, where his mother once worked. The Hall has been home to the Ayres 

family for more than two centuries. But it is now in decline and its inhabitants – 

mother, son, and daughter – are haunted by something more ominous than a 

dying way of life. When he takes on his new patient, Faraday has no idea how 

closely the family’s story is about to become entwined with his own.

Even though it appears that India’s national sport now is cricket, what with all the 

glamour, money, and quite a few trophies, there was a time when India ruled the 

world in hockey. This is the story inspired by India’s fi rst gold medal win at the 

Olympic Games – and to make the victory all the more spectacular, the Indian 

side beat the British in 1948, just after the country won its independence from 

British rule in 1947. It was a match, therefore, fuelled by both a desire to win the 

ultimate prize and to reinforce national pride. This is Bollywood star Akshay 

Kumar’s big release of the year.
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Here are the best thrillers on the shelves and all the knowhow you need for good health, 
happiness and professional success

Title: Mind to Matter: The Astonishing 

Science of How Your Brain Creates 

Material Reality

Author: Dawson Church

Foreword: Dr Joe Dispenza  

Publisher: Hay House

Price: $25.99 (Dhs95) (Hardcover) 

Create the right 
energy

BOOKS

This book is based on an idea 

explored in diff erent ways by diff erent 

authors – not the least by The Secret, 

by Rhonda Byrne. And this is what 

researcher Dawson Church has to say: 

every creation begins as a thought; 

when we have an intention, a complex chain 

of events begins in our brains. Thoughts 

travel as electrical impulses along neural 

pathways. When neurons fi re together, they 

wire together, creating electromagnetic 

fi elds. These fi elds are invisible energy, 

yet they infl uence the molecules of matter 

around us, the way a magnet organises 

iron fi lings. Church says that diff erent 

intentions produce diff erent fi elds and 

diff erent material creations. The thoughts 

and energy fi elds we cultivate in our minds 

condition the atoms and molecules around 

us. To demonstrate the science, the book 

presents several case histories, including 

entrepreneur Elon Musk and teenage 

aviator Mathias Rust.

Title: A Place for Us 

Author: Fatima Farheen 

Mirza

Publisher: SJP for Hogarth

Price: $27 (Dhs99) 

(Hardcover)

Seeking 
identity

As an Indian wedding 

gathers a family back 

together, parents Rafi q and 

Layla must reckon with 

the choices their children 

have made. There is Hadia: 

their headstrong, eldest 

daughter, whose marriage 

is a match of love and not 

tradition; Huda, the middle 

child, determined to follow 

in her sister’s footsteps; 

and lastly, their estranged 

son, Amar, who returns 

to the family fold for 

the fi rst time in three 

years. What secrets and 

betrayals have caused 

this once close-knit family 

to fracture? This is a novel 

of identity and belonging, 

and a portrait of what it 

means to be an American 

family today.

Title: Something in the 

Water 

Author: Catherine 

Steadman 

Publisher: Ballantine Books

Price: $27 (Dhs99) 

(Hardcover)

SECRET 
BRAINTWISTER

Erin is a documentary 

fi lmmaker on the brink of a 

professional breakthrough. 

Mark is a handsome 

investment banker with big 

plans. The couple embarks 

on a dream honeymoon 

to the tropical island of 

Bora Bora. There, while 

scuba diving in the blue 

sea, they fi nd something 

in the water. Suddenly, 

the newlyweds must make 

a dangerous choice: to 

speak out or to protect 

their secret. 

AUGUST 201888 999 SECURITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL

Security And Safety For AllSecurity And Safety For All



Title: Bring Me Back 

Author: B.A. Paris 

Publisher: St. Martin’s Press 

Price: $26.99 (Dhs99) 

(Hardcover)

Title: Why We Sleep: Unlocking the Power 

of Sleep and Dreams

Author: Matthew Walker PhD 

Publisher: Scribner (reprint)

Price: $17 (Dhs62)

Title: The Archetype Diet: Reclaim 

Your Self-Worth and Change the 

Shape of Your Body

Author: Dana James

Foreword: Mark Hyman 

Publisher: Avery

Price: $26 (Dhs96) (Hardcover)

Disappearance 
drama

Get some shut-eye

Make your diet 
work

Finn and Layla are a young 

couple on vacation. They’re 

driving along the highway 

when Finn decides to stop at 

a service station to use the 

restroom. He hops out of the 

car, locks the doors behind 

him, and goes inside. When he 

returns Layla is gone, never to 

be seen again. That is the story 

Finn told to the police. But it is 

not the whole story. Ten years 

later, Finn is engaged to Layla’s 

sister, Ellen. But, not long before 

he and Ellen are to be married, 

Finn gets a phone call. Someone 

from his past has seen Layla. Is 

she alive?

University of California Berkeley’s Centre for Human 

Sleep Science, explains how sleep can make us smarter, 

more attractive, and more immune to diseases. Within 

the brain, sleep enriches a diversity of functions, 

including our ability to learn, memorise, and make 

logical decisions. It recalibrates our emotions, restocks 

our immune system, fi ne-tunes our metabolism, and 

regulates our appetite. Dreaming creates a virtual 

reality space in which the brain melds past and present 

knowledge, inspiring creativity. Walker examines how 

sleep aff ects every aspect of our physical and mental 

well-being.

is ambitious and driven, but her 

work often takes precedent over 

her diet; the Femme Fatale, who is 

sensual, strong, and alluring, but 

can become obsessed with her 

looks to the point that she develops 

an unhealthy relationship with food; 

the Ethereal, who is spiritual and 

intuitive, but highly sensitive to her 

environment, and so she tends to 

eat to numb her reactions to the 

world.

What our body and brain do during our 

sleeping hours is one of life’s great mysteries. 

It must be something very useful because 

we always emerge from a good sleep feeling 

refreshed. Matthew Walker, director of the 

While working with thousands of 

women who wanted to lose weight, 

nutritionist and functional medicine 

practitioner Dana James observed a 

trend:  old behavioural patterns and 

self-doubt sabotaged their fi tness 

eff orts. Now, James helps readers 

discover which of four archetypes 

they embody: the Nurturer, who 

is kind and compassionate, but 

perhaps at the expense of her own 

self-care; the Wonder Woman, who 

Title: The Happiness Advantage: How 

a Positive Brain Fuels Success in Work 

and Life

Author: Shawn Achor 

Publisher: Currency (reprint)

Price: $16 (Dhs59)

Workplace secrets
to success, not the other way around. This book 

says: when we are positive, our brains become 

more engaged, creative, motivated, energetic, 

resilient, and productive at work. This discovery 

has been borne out by research in psychology and 

neuroscience, management studies, and the bottom 

lines of organisations around the globe. Using stories 

and case studies from his work with thousands of 

executives in 42 countries, Achor explains how 

we can re-programme our brains to become more 

positive in order to gain a competitive edge at work. 

Author Shawn Achor has for years been 

promoting the idea that the brain can be 

trained to be happy, and that happiness leads 
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ENVIRONMENT

Organic waste can fertilise UAE soil, researchers discover

Dubai creates guidelines for visitors to Al Marmoum Reserve

A research team from the American 

University of Sharjah (AUS), in collaboration 

with Emirates Global Aluminium (EGA), 

is exploring methods of turning organic 

waste into soil improvers. This would help 

both farming and forestry. The company is 

funding the university’s two-year project, 

costing Dh630,000.

The team from the AUS College of 

Engineering will work with food scraps and 

agricultural wastes and turn all that into 

biochar, a stable form of carbon that can 

improve soil fertility. This is the fi rst project 

to carry out such detailed research into 

making biochar out of organic waste.

According to the EGA, it’s interested in 

potentially combining biochar with bauxite 

residue, a byproduct of aluminium oxide 

production, to create new soil. This would 

allow the company to fi nd an economic use 

for this residue.

The Al Marmoum Desert Conservation 

Reserve in Dubai, which includes the 

popular Al Qudra lake, is favoured by many 

bird species for nesting. To make sure that 

the birds aren’t disturbed or threatened by 

human visitors, the emirate’s civic body is 

creating some guidelines.

A Dubai Municipality statement said that 

it is studying birds that bred on the reserve 

and identifying their nesting sites. “We also 

want to provide necessary guidance to the 

visitors and create awareness amongst 

them about the site, which is a protected 

nature reserve that provides a fertile and 

safe environment for wildlife,” said Alia Al 

Harmoudi, Director of the Environment 

Department in Dubai Municipality.

“The summer season is an exceptional 

season for breeding birds throughout 

the Dubai and in Al Marmoum Desert 

Conservation Reserve in particular, which 

has gained its importance with its diverse 

natural environments and vast expansion to 

be the largest non-fenced natural reserve 

in the UAE,” she said.

Aisha Al Murr Al Muhairi, Head of the 

Natural Resources Protection Section, said 

that the bird species nesting on the reserve 

included wading water birds, passerines, 

and terrestrial birds.

She added that even as more and 

more visitors come to the Al Marmoum 

Reserve for its natural beauty, many of 

people harmed the birds. Off -road driving 

is a huge threat, as the vehicle drivers 

mindlessly crush birds’ nests, the eggs, 

and chicks. “In addition to that,” she said, 

“the visitors swimming in the lakes, the 

balloons left by children in the water, as 

well as the dogs that chase the birds on 

the shores of the lakes are considered 

disturbances.”
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UAE unveils new eco-tourism blueprint

Green cityscapes are good for public health

The UAE Ministry of Climate Change and 

Environment has unveiled the blueprint for 

the National Eco-tourism Project that aims 

to diversify the economy and promote the 

country’s natural attractions.

The project’s pilot phase includes spreading 

information and promotional footage under 

the theme ‘The UAE’s Natural Wonders’. The 

information draws attention to the country’s 43 

protected areas.

Dr Thani Ahmad Al Zeyoudi, Minister of 

Climate Change and Environment, said at 

the unveiling, “Over the past few years, the 

pioneering vision and directives of the UAE 

leadership have enabled the country to 

Urban dwellers spend a lot of 

money travelling to places that still 

have greenery, so why is it that all 

‘development’ solutions within cities 

mean covering every square inch 

with concrete? If there are any empty 

lots in a city, turning them into parks 

or urban forests, depending on the 

country’s climate, could vastly improve 

the city environmental health and the 

inhabitants’ mental health.

Researchers from the Perelman 

School of Medicine and the School of 

Arts & Sciences at the University of 

Pennsylvania, US, and other institutions 

have published the results of a study in 

JAMA Network Open.

The study shows that developing 

consolidate its leading global 

status across diverse sectors, 

with travel and tourism at the 

forefront.” He added, “The 

National Eco-tourism Project 

is a result of the country’s 

commitment to preserving the 

environment, a commitment 

instilled in its people by the 

founding father of the UAE, 

the late Sheikh Zayed bin 

Sultan Al Nahyan.”

According to fi gures presented by the 

minister, the UAE received 15.87 million tourists 

in 2017, a 6.5 per cent increase over 2016, and 

revenues amounted to Dhs118.8 billion. The 

nation is expected to get 25 million visitors 

between 2020 and 2021, thanks to Expo 2020.

greenery on unused urban land makes 

people feel less stressed, improving their 

overall mental health. Needless to say, 

when one’s mood is uplifted, it would make 

one’s physical health better, too. So that’s 

the immeasurably great value nature brings 

to city dwellers’ lives.

The research team assessed the mental 

health of several test groups in the US 

city of Philadelphia – they did ‘before’ 

and ‘after’ assessments of a) people who 

lived near vacant lots that were turned into 

green spaces; b) people who lived near 

abandoned lots; and c) people who lived 

vacant lots that had just been cleaned of all 

the accumulated trash. A total of 541 lots – 

greened, clean, or otherwise – were chosen 

across the city.

The tests showed that those who live 

within about half a kilometre of greened 

lots reported a 41.5 per cent drop in 

feelings of depression, and a 63 per cent 

drop in self-reported poor mental health 

compared to the people who live near 

completely abandoned lots. Those 

who live near cleaned up lots didn’t 

feel signifi cantly better than those near 

no-intervention lots, proving that the 

greenery made the real diff erence.

“Dilapidated and vacant spaces 

are factors that put residents at 

an increased risk of depression 

and stress, and may explain why 

socioeconomic disparities in mental 

illness persist,” said lead author 

Eugenia C South, MD, MSHP, assistant 

professor of Emergency Medicine and 

a member of the Center for Emergency 

Care and Policy Research at the 

University of Pennsylvania.

The greening activity involved trash 

removal, land grading, getting rid of 

weeds, planting new grass and a few 

trees, and regular maintenance.
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HEALTH NEWS

New bandage may quicken healing in diabetics
One of the things about diabetes – and 

this is a disease that’s growing in the 

UAE – is that it makes healing slower, be 

it from an injury or from a surgery. But, 

medical technology is looking to get past 

that problem.

Researchers at the Northwestern 

University, US, have developed a new 

bandage that apparently enhances the 

body’s ability to heal.

For a diabetic person, something as 

common as a shoe bite blister or a cut may 

take a long time to heal, and the delay in 

healing might result in an infection. The 

worst-case scenario is that the limb might 

have to be amputated.

“During head-to-head tests, 

Northwestern’s bandage healed diabetic 

wounds 33 per cent faster than one of 

the most popular bandages currently on 

the market,” said a recent press release. 

The bandage reportedly uses the body’s 

natural healing power, without any need 

for extra medication. The product is now 

awaiting approval from the US Food and 

Drug Administration. 

“The novelty is that we identifi ed a 

segment of a protein in skin that is important 

to wound healing,” said Guillermo Ameer, 

leader of the study. The university’s medical 

engineers and research team incorporated 

this healing protein into an “antioxidant 

molecule” and then put that molecule in the 

bandage material. The molecule is activated 

by body temperature, and it aids the body’s 

ability to produce new tissue.

The interesting thing about this new 

bandage is that it fi rst comes in liquid form. 

The liquid is applied to the wound, and it 

quickly becomes a gel, and then solidifi es. 

To remove the bandage, saline water is 

applied, and the solid bandage comes off  

without aff ecting the wound.

The reason wounds heal slowly in 

diabetics is that the high blood sugar level 

leads to glucose build-up around nerve 

endings, slowing the rate of blood fl ow.

Beware of letting your kids use headphones 
Young people are always online when they’re at home, and 

earphones or headphones are their constant companion as 

they watch videos or listen to music. But when used all the 

time, these instruments can damage their sense of hearing.

A recent study focused on the link between headphone use 

and hearing loss in children. It examined 3,116 young people in 

the 9-11 years age group, making it one of the largest studies 

of its kind in this age group. According to the study, some 

40 per cent of the participants used portable music players 

and were less capable of hearing high-frequency sounds 

than those who didn’t use these music players requiring 

headphones or earphones. The less capable group had 

suff ered noise-induced hearing loss. 

The reason the scientists linked the hearing loss to 

headphones or earphones is that these children were too young 

to have encountered very high-decibel noise on a regular basis 

anywhere else, such as at rock concerts.

Noise-induced hearing loss is sometimes called partial 

deafness. It happens when loud noise damages hairs in the inner 

ear (cochlea). This damage makes a person deaf to higher-

frequency sounds, such as crickets chirping. It may also cause 

tinnitus (ringing in the ears). Both kinds can be permanent.

Jackie Clark, PhD, clinical professor at the University of Texas 

at Dallas and president of the American Academy of Audiology, 

said, “Auditory fatigue, from listening through earbuds for many 

hours, even at a comfortable volume, can also cause tinnitus.”

The World Health Organisation says that regularly being 

exposed to loud noise can cause additional health issues, such 

as high-blood pressure, disturbed sleep, and poor concentration.

Karen Mitchell, vice president and director of audiology and 

hearing aid services at Columbus Speech & Hearing Centre, 

told the health website Healthline that constant exposure to loud 

noise might even lead to “increased hyperactivity symptoms”.
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WHAT THE MONTH
HAS IN STORE

Aries (March 21 – April 19)

Change is coming your way this month so don’t be afraid to try 

something new. A new image will help you meet people who can help 

you achieve your dreams. This is the time for you to aspire big as this 

change can have a huge impact on your career. Allow yourself to have 

more progress and opportunities at work. The spotlight is on you and when you’ve got it, 

you know how to keep it.  

Taurus (April 20 – May 21)

Be willing to listen and resolve matters peacefully as this 

will help you build relationships and connections with other 

people. This is also applicable if you feel like bringing some 

romance into your life. You would need to exert more effort to 

connect with the kind of people that appeal to you. But regardless if it will concern 

platonic or romantic relationship, building connections will expand your horizon.

Gemini (May 22 – June 20)

Make sure to invest some time with the people who are close to you. 

If you currently have a job, make sure to not let yourself drown in 

too much work and let yourself indulge in quality times with family 

and friends. It would be better if you can reserve the weekends for 

your nearest and dearest, and allow yourself to enjoy the company of good people. Aside 

from that, you should also manage your time and stress to gain better opportunities. 

Cancer (June 21 – July 22)

You are at a point where pretty much anything goes. However, 

you should not be complacent because you can still expect some 

unexpected events that might surprise you this month. It’s better to be 

prepared when life throws you lemons. Nonetheless, work promotion, 

a salary raise, or any other opportunities is coming your way. Whatever happens, you will 

be redirected to a new path towards a more comfortable way of living.

Leo (July 23 – August 22)

Your relationship with other people will be very stable or even better 

than that. You will be able to create stronger bonds with the people 

who you have already established a relationship with. However, you 

should never get too close for comfort as there is still a need for you 

to exert an effort in building your relationships with others. Make more of an effort to 

connect more with people who appeal to you—your workmates or your partner. You need 

to put your big plans into action this month. 

Virgo (August 23 – September 22)

This might be the perfect time to revisit something in your past. This 

month is the right time for you to face and rekindle some relationships 

that drifted apart. An estranged friend, or workmate perhaps? 

Reconnecting with your past will help give you some piece of mind and 

give you a sense of direction in your career.

Libra (September 23 – October 22)

If you play your cards right and fi nd the courage to come out of 

your shell, the right opportunities will surely knock on your door. 

It may come through a person who would awaken your creativity 

and nurture your artistic side. When you fi nd yourself in confl ict at 

work, try to listen to their arguments and do not let your temper jump the gun. Being 

passionate works best when you maintain an open mind. 

Scorpio (October 23 – November 21)

Monetary issues will no longer be a problem as new opportunities 

head your way. But be cautious in upgrading your lifestyle as savings 

will easily run out if you spend your money irresponsibly.  Spend 

money wisely, that’s the best thing to do. Your habits should work 

towards your goals and adjusting them might hasten your chase for success.

Sagittarius (November 22 – December 21)

This month will bring about a much-needed change. Listen to your 

heart and mind; more often than not, your instincts are correct. If 

you feel that a person is toxic, do not be afraid to let go of your 

relationship. If you want to hold yourself to higher standards, no one 

is stopping you. You would be surprised at how much can change if you listen to yourself. 

 

Capricorn (December 22 – January 19)

Your indecisiveness can be cured if you divert your energy into a new 

hobby. Be a new sport or knitting, whatever you do will enrich your 

mind and make you more productive. Not only will you learn new 

skills, but solitary activities might help you be a better decision-

maker. Learn how to weigh the advantages and disadvantages of every dilemma. You are 

capable of making a smart decision. 

Aquarius (January 20 – February 18)

As an Aquarius, you love being independent to the point that you do 

not want to admit that you need help sometimes. But asking for help 

is actually a sign of knowing your limitations and will gain respect 

from your peers. Independence does not always mean being alone, it 

only means you can do good by yourself, but you will also be fi ne by being a team player.

Pisces (February 19 – March 20)

Stop running and confront your reality. Accept your mistakes and learn 

to forgive yourself. Your success is hindered by your negative thoughts 

and doubts. Punishing yourself will not do you any good. Allow 

yourself to be free from your mistakes and look forward to the better 

things in life. Take a breath and cut yourself some slack, you are appreciated.

HOROSCOPE

P
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MediumEasy

SOLUTIONS
FOR THE JULY ISSUE

www.alberichcrosswords.com

www.dailysudoku.com

yeasy medium

PUZZLES
ACROSS
1  Came across a record concerning journalist 

(10)
6  Language of old city belonging to the French 

(4)
9  They’ll get wrongly blamed for heading off 

escape by animals (10)
10  There’s potato in Mum’s pudding (4)
12  Style of cooking providing contrasts (5-3-4)
15  Country-loving Irishman in charge of 

containing disturbance (9)
17  Giving note to terrorists makes one angry (5)
18  One who latches on to another is a sucker 

(5)
19  Sailor’s intent perhaps is to be self-restrained 

(9)
20  A comment sure upset in due proportion 

(12)
24  Man told to get on his knees? (4)
25  Boundary rope may produce such a decision 

(10)
26  E.g. dogs returning from walk (4)
27  Not quite one’s best friend on the ship (6,4)

DOWN
1  Girl gets some food (4)
2  Animal found in sea location (4)
3  Little Edward is biased (12)
4  The First Lady touring Oklahoma 

(5)
5  The thresholds of delights (9)
7  Robbers go off with a pet (10)
8  Below, below, below (10)
11  Managed to get clergyman in 

awkward situation (12)
13  They are seeking work after 

demolition of aspic plant (10)
14  Steam railway takes on head of 

railtrack to improve effi ciency (10)
16  To perform in a different key, one’s 

parts must be arranged (9)
21  Went on horseback round cowboy 

show (5)
22  Junk mail from the capital (4)
23  Nothing but a lake (4)

PUZZLES
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